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PREFACE. 

a  'S  H  E  principal  aim  and  chief  defign  of 

|]  the  following  Work,  is  public  Utility; 

JL  The  Authors  have  attempted  to  lay  before 
their  Readers  a  comprehenfive  Plan,  a  political 
Chart  of  the  British  Empire,  together  with  its 
Territories  and  Connexions  in  every  quarter  of 
the  W orld ;  the  People,  of  whatever  Rank  and 
Condition,  are  herein  prefented  with  a  fuccinX 
Accotmt  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  Kingdoms 
and  other  Dominions,  annexed  by  Conqueft  or 
otherwife,  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain:  The 
legiflative  and  executive  Powers  of  the  Englifi 
Government  are  accurately  diftinguiflied ;  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  are  afcertained ;  the 
Rights,  Immunities,  and  Liberties  of  the  SubjeX 
are  elucidated  and  fupported  by  unqueftionable 
Authorities  and  the  Law  of  the  Land.  The 
feveral  places  treated  of  throughout  the  courfe 
of  the  Work,  are  all  fo  particularly  defcribed  as 
to  enable  every  part  to  profit  by  the  Produce 
or  ManufaXures  of  each  other,  and  together  to 
contribute  towards  furnilhing  the  greateft  part 
of  the  world  with  Conveniences,  Neceffaries,  and 
Luxuries  of  Life. 

Here  the  Statefman  may  find  a  Compafs  by 
which  to  fleer  the  Plelm  of  Government ;  the 
People  may  difcern  the  nature  and  excellence  of 
that  Liberty  to  which,  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land, 
the  immemorial  Ufage  of  their  Anceftors,  and 
from  the  national  Councils  of  the  Antient  Britons > 
down  to  the  prefent  ALra,  they  are  indifputably 
intitled.  In  the  feveral  Stages  or  Revolutions,  from 
the  Invafion  by  the  Romans,  the  Saxons ,  the  Danes , 
Vol.  I.  A  and 
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PREFACE, 
and  by  William  the  Norman ,  notwith (landing  the 
many  attempts  oi  dtfpotic  Princes,  it  will  yet  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  People  have  always  retained  tlie 
fu'preme  power  of  making  Laws  for  their  own 
fecurity.  Amongfl  other  important  documents,,THE 
Great  Charter  of  K.  Henry  III.  that  Magna' 
Chart  a,  upon  which  the  peace  and  tranquility 
of  this  Nation  rs  to  be-  maintained  ;  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act •  the  BiE  of  Rights,  and  the  Act  of  Set - 
demerit,  are  added;  by  which  the  Laws  of  Eng¬ 
land  are  declared  to  be  the  Birth- right  of  -  the 
People ;  and  that  all  the  Princes  who  fhall 
afcend  the  Throne  of  this  Realm,  ought  to  acl- 
ininifter  the  Government  of  the  lame  according 
to  the  Laws-. 

In  this  Work  is  sTfe  defcribed  the  nature  of 
our  Government,  and  the  fhore  allotted  to  each. 
Branch  of  the  Legillature,  or  in  what  hands  the 
Power  of  framing  and  executing  the  Laws  of  the 
Land  is  veiled. 

The  State  of  Religion  rs  mod  minutely  dif- 
cufied,  without  the  dualled  biafs  ha  favour  of 
this  or  that  particular  Seft.  The  feveral  modes 
of  worfhip,  authorized  by  the  Aft  of  Toleration, 
are  reqited  and  defcribed  from  an  accurate  En¬ 
quiry  into  their  forms  of  Ecclehadic  Regulations  : 
The' Laws  and  Penal  Statutes  againd  Papids  are 
all  Carefully  coliefted  and  arranged  under  proper 
Heads. 

'The  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  thefe  Kingdoms 
will,  in  the  following  Work,  be  enabled  to  trace 
the  fource  from  whence  their  Honours,  Titles, 
and  refpeftive  Privileges  flow,  as  well  as  the' 
origin  of  their  feveral  Orders  and  Degrees,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  Lid  of  the  prefent  Peerage  carried 
•-  down  to  fo  late  a  date  as-  rjy  1 . 

This  of  itfelf-  will  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of 
the  various  Modern,  voluminous  and  expen  five 
Publications  upon'  that  head. 

Under 


,  ill 


P  R  E.  F  A  C  E, 

.  Under  die  Title  of  Gentry  are  comprized  all 
"Periods  fupenor  to  the  Rank  of  Yeomen,  yet  in¬ 
ferior  to  the  'degree  of  a  Baron  :  In  which  account 
the  Reader  is  made  acquainted  with  every  thills 
he  can  widi  to  know  concerning  the  Inflitution 
of  Knights  of  the  Garter  and  Bath,  Baronets, 
Knights,  Knights-Batchelors,  Efquires,  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen. 

The  Yeomanry,  under  which  defeription  is  in¬ 
cluded  Freeholders,  Merchants,  Artificers,  Tradef- 
men  and  Manufafturers,  are  here  particularly 
reprefented,  and  their  utility  and  advantage  to 
the  State  properly  exemplified. 

1  The  Naval  department  of  the  Nation,  and  all 
concerned  therein,  are  fet  forth  in  their  feveral 
Stations,  from  the  Lord  High-Admiral  down  to 
the  moll  inferior  officer.  To  this  is  fubjoined 
the  hate  of  the  Britijh  Army  and  Militia. 

The  Gentlemen  of  the  Long  Robe,  who  de- 
.  fire  a  more  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  Laws, 
and  all  who  wifh  to  be  initiated  in  a  Knowledge 
of  thofe  ties  which  ferve  as  Sinews  to  connect 
together  the  Head  and  Members  of  the  Body 
.  Politic,  the  Sovereign  and  the  Subjedl  will,  in 
"the  following  Work,  meet  with  ample  Informa¬ 
tion :  The  origin  and  various  divifions  of  the 
Law  into  Statute,  Civil  and  Common,  are  clearly 
explained,  exemplified,  and  afeer tamed ;  the 
Officers  invehed  with  the  executive  Power  in  the 
different  Courts  of  Chancery,  Kmg's-Bench,  Com¬ 
mon-Pleas,  Exchequer,  or  places  of  inferior  Jurif- 
diction  are  all  deferibed,  with  the  feveral  Privi¬ 
leges  annexed  to  their  refpetlive  Polls ;  to  this  is 
added,  a  Differtation  upon  the  utility  and  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  Power,  and  a  Defeription  of  the 
duty  of  Juries.  The  various  forms  of  trying 
various  Criminals  are  aifo  related  under  the 
foregoing  head. 

A. a 
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PREFACE. 

Infinite  Pains  hath  been  taken  to  gratify  the 
inquifitive  Reader’s  refearches  into  the  Nature 
and  Antiquity,  the  Jurifdibtion,  mode  of  Proceed¬ 
ing.  and  Power  of  Parliament :  The  antient  and 
modern  method  of  holding  Parliaments  are  each 
defcribed.  The  qualifications  of,  and  exceptions 
to,  Perfons  about  to  be  elected  Membeis  of  the 
Lower  Houfe,  are  alfo  narrated  with  precifion. 
Under  this  Article  is  comprehended  a  more  au¬ 
thentic,  elaborate,  and  critical  account  of  what 
are  termed  the  Privileges  of  Parliament,  than  is 
to  be  met  with  in  any  Work,  antient  or  modern, 
upon  the  Subjebt.  A  brief  Hiflory  of  the  origin 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  fuccinbt  detail  of 
the  peculiar  Privileges  annexed  to  that  Houfe, 
are  alfo  contained  in  the  following  Work  ;  tire 
nature,  extent,  and  ecclefialtical  Jurifdiction  of 
the  Upper  and  Lower  Houfes  of  Convocation,  are 
fet  forth  in  a  moreefpecial  manner. 

The  King  is  defcribed  in  his  legifiative  and 
executive  capacity  ;  and  the  Laws  enabled  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  perfon  and  fecurity  of  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion  are  recited,  with  an  account 
of  the  prefent  Royal  Family,  and  of  the  office  and 
duty  of  his  Privy-Council,  and  of  all  the  fervants 
of  the  Crown  in  their  feverai  departments. 

The  Revenue,  or  means  to  lupport  the  State 
and  Government  are  likewife  fet  forth  in  defcrib- 
ing  the  mode  of  raifing  Money,  the  annual  in¬ 
come  of  the  Crown,  the  feverai  Offices  and  Offi¬ 
cers  concerned  in  the  collecting,  receiving,  and 
paying  the  fums  of  Money  and  Impofitions 
levied  by  Parliament ;  fuch  as  the  Treafury, 
Exchequer,  Cuftom-houfe,  Excife-office,  Stamp- 
office,  Wine-office,  Poft-cffice,  &c..  wherein  is 
given  an  account  of  the  Poftage  of  Letters,  in 
England,  Scotland,  Ireland-,  and  the  IJle  of  Man,  and 
what  the  Law  directs  about  Ship-letters,  and 
Letters  conveyed  by  Pacquets  to  any  part  of  the 

Briiijh 
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preface. 

Briti/h  Dominions  in  America,  and  the  I  (lands  in 
the  Wejl-Indies .  as  well  as  to  and  from  all  foreign 
Countries  or  States. 

They,  who  are  curious  to  enquire  into  the  na¬ 
tural  Hiftory  of  their  own  Country,  and  from 
thence  to  collect  jull  ideas  of  its  Salubrity,  Fertility , 
Population,  Curiafities,  and  the  Source  of  its  Riches 
and  Strength,  are  in  this  Work  furnifhed  with  a 
Defcription  of  the  whole,  and  of  every  part 
of  England  and  Wales ,  divided  into  Counties,  with 
their  contents,  fub-divifions  into  Ridings,  Lathe?, 
Wapentakes,  Hundreds,  Tythings,  Parilhes,  Cities, 
Towns  and  Villages:  in  which  the  air,  foil  and 
produce  of  each  County,  the  utility  of  their 
Manufactures,  and  communication  with  the  Me¬ 
tropolis,  and  with  each  other,  by  land  and  water- 
carriage  5  and  from  thence  and  other  fea  ports, 
with  all  parts  of  the  world:  the  internal  Trade 
of  every  place,  with  their  Markets  and  Fairs,  and 
the  municipal  rights  and  privileges  of  Boroughs 
and  Corporations;  Antiquities,  public  Buildings, 
Curiofities,  and  the  mod  remarkable  Cufloms  and 
Tenures,  by  which  the  Heir  inherits,  and  the  Loi  4- 
fhips  of  Manors  are  held,  all  thefe  have  been  with 
great  attention  and  fidelity  collected  and  arranged 
in  fuch  order  as  to  vender  the  whole  Narrative 
entertaining  and  ufeful  to  thofe,  who  are  defirous 
of  obtaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  England 
and  Wales. 

The  like  method  has  been  taken  to  inform  the 
Reader  of  the  Civil,  Religious,  and  Military 
FJlablifhment  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  of  the  Prefent  Stale  of  their  Situation, 
Dtvifion,  Produce,  Manufactures  and  Commerce, 
and  a  topographical  Defcription  of  both  thofe  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  of  the  IJlands  on  the  coafts  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  Difcovery  and  nature  of  the  Britifli  Settle¬ 
ments  in  North ■  America  and  in  the  Weft-Indies , 

and 


and  their  utility  to,  and  connexion  with,  the 
IC'irhev-Country  are  related  and  explained.  In 
tvhich  will  be  found  their  Confutation  and  Laws, 
anddiftincc  Governments  founded  upon  Charters, 
and  confirmed  by  A£ls  of  Parliament ;  with  fome 
curious  accounts  of  the  native  Indians ;  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  their  Perfons,  Habits,  Religious  Cuftonis, 
notions  of  -Liberty,  modes  of  Government,  Em¬ 
ployments  and  art  of  War ;  the  T rade  to  which 
.England  claims  an  exclulive  right  cn  tire  Continent, 
aird  Iflands  in  North  and  South  America,  whether 
by  right  oLdifcovery,  preoccupancy,  conqueft,  or 
.ceffion  by  treaty  to  the  -  Britifk  Crown  is  moll 
clearly  defcribed. 

In  order  to  make  this  Work  -as  completely 
ufeful  as  poflible,  for  the  mercantile  part  of 
the  nation ;  as  well  as  to  convey  to  the  curious 
Reader  a  competent  and  pleafmg  information  of 
the  extent  of  our  national  influence,  commerce, 
and  navigation,  and  of  the  countries  and  diftant 
regions,  from  whence  our  Merchants  import  their 
riches  and  produce  in  exchange  for  the  manufac¬ 
tures  and  fuperfluities  of  England  :  the  Author 
has  prefented  the  Public  with  a  Defcription  of 
the  Settlements  and  Factories  eflahlifhed  by  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  coafl  of  Africa,  in  Turkey,  and  Perfia , 
from  which  a  feries  of  ufeful  Knowledge  may  be 
collected  to  enable  thole,  who.  trade  with,  or  have 
any  dependance  upon,  the  Commerce  of  thofe 
nations,  to  attain  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  Imports  and  Exports, 
and  to  judge  of  the  Seafons  when,  and  the  Markets 
to  which,  they  are  to  fend  their  goods  to  the  belt 
advantage. 

But  what  bath  made  a  confiderable  object  in  tjie 
following  Work,  is  an  account  of  our  Trade  to 
the  Eaf  India  Company's  fettlements  in  Afia.  Here 
a  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  every  cir- 
QUmflance  of  importance  that  co^ld  contribute  to 
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the  information  of  the  Public  upon  this  head ;  the 
:  quantity  of  Exports,  the  Receipts,  Difburfements-, 
..and  Confumption  of  various  Articles;  the  nett 
profits  arifing  from  the  Afiatic  Branch  of  Traffic, 
in  fhort,  every  minute  particular  relative  to  the 
.Mercantile  intercourfe  .carried  on  he  tween  Great 
Britain  and  her  different  Settlements  in  China  and 
the  Eajl  Indies,  is  laid  down  with  an  accuracy 
feldom  aimed  at,  and  as  feldom  executed  in- Works 
'.of  this  kind  ;  nor  are  the  relations  confined  to 
matters  of  Merchandize  merely  ;  the  late  changes 
in  the  Conftitution  of  the  Eajl  India  Company, 
the  fource  of  thofe  Changes  ;  the  fubflance  of  the 
Enquiries  fet  on  foot  by  the  late  feledt  and  fecret 
Committees ;  an  Abftraft  of  the  late  Eajl  India 
Regulating  Adi,  together  with  the  Inftru&ions- 
framed  by  a  Committee  of  Directors  for  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  Governor- General  and  Council  in 
their  Civil  Adminiftration  of  juftice  in  India ;  thefe 
have  been  related  with  fidelity,  and  difcuffed 
with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity.  Nothing  has  been 
advanced  upon  bare  Conjedlures ;  the 'documents 
of  Parliament  have  been  quoted  to  authenticate 
Fads  and  corroborate  Argument^;.  • 

On  the  whole,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
compile  the  following  Work  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  render  it  intelligible  to  the  multitude,  yet 
ferviceable  to  Men  of  the  g  re  ate  ft  Refinement, 
Nothing  has  been  advanced  but  upon  the  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  moft  approved  Writers ;  antient 
Records  have  been  fearched,  modern  information 
hath  been  fcrutinized,  and  to  the  teft  of  Public 
Criticifm  it  is  fubrnitted,  whether  the  laborious 
Pains  the  Authors  have  taken  will  atone  for  thofe 
inaccurate  defefts,  which,  through  the  frail  con¬ 
dition  of  Humanity,  will  inevitably  attend  all 
human  efforts. 

:  '  THE 


In  Amrica.  In  Africa ,  la  AJtct,  In  T,urf*t 


The  ANALYSIS  of  the  WO  R'K* 


The  BRITISH  EMPIRE, 


r  TheKingdom  of  En  gland. 
f  Principality  of  Wales 
I  Wands  of  Gu  urn  fey 
I  Jerfey 


< 


Alderney 
Sarke 
Vv  ight 
Scilly 
Angie  fey 
Man 
Ely  - 
Thanet 
Sheepy. 


r  The  Kingdom  of  S  c  o  'i 
land. 

The  Hebrides  or  Wcfter.n 
Wands  ‘  , 

Orkneys 
Shetland, 

The  Kingdom  of  Ireland 

Eritifli  Conquefls 
Minorca 
Gibraltar. 


Settlements  and  Acquihtions. 

On  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel 
Malabar 
Bengal 
OriiTa,  Sc c. 

Perfia  and  China. 
The  Wands  of  Borneo 
Sumatra 
Bombay. 

Conquefls  and  Settlements. 

Senegal 

Coal!  of  Guinea 
Sc.  Helena 


< 


C  Provinces  in  N.  America,  r  Hands 

Florida  E.  &  W. 

Georgia 

Carolinas  N.  Sc  S. 

Virginia 
Maryland 
Pennfilvania 
jerfeys 
New  York 
New  England 
Nova  Scotia 
|  Canada 

i  New  Britain 

0  Hudfon’s  Bay. 


< 


Long  IHand 
Newfoundland 
Providence 
Bermudas 
St.  John’s 
Jamaica; 

Iflands  called  Caribbees, 
Barbadoes 
St.  Kitts 
Antigua 
Nevis 

Montferrat  • 
Grenada 

„  Tobago,  & c. 


GENERAL 

CONTENTS 

OF  THE 

FOUR  VOLUMES. 


In  the  First  Volume. 

The  prefen t  State  of  the  British  Empire. 

The  grandeur  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  Page  i .  Whence  it 
arifeth,  2.  Its  Extent,  4. 

The  Kingdon  of  England. 

Situation,  extent,  name,  boundaries,  5.  Britons  who,  ibid. 
Antient,  and  modern  character,  6.  Antient  conftitution 
among  the  Britons,  7.  Under  the  Romans  and  Saxons,  8. 
Power  of  the  Thanes,  9.  Under  the  Danes,  ibid.  Edward 
the  Confeffor’s  laws,  ibid.  Conftitution  under  William' the 
Conqueror,  10.  Proceedings  of  the  King  and  People,  which 
caufed  the  eftablifhing  Magna  Charta,  12.  Magna  Charta, 
with  fome  neceffary  obfervations  on  this  Charter,  from 
Lord  Coke’s  Inftitutes,  21.  The  fentence  pronounced  by 
the  Bifhops  againft  the  Breakers  of  this  Great  Charter,  45  . 
The  Charters  confirmed  by  King  Edward  I.  47.  Breakers 
of  the  faid  Charter  excommunicated,  48.  Policy  of  King 
Henry  VII.  49.  Reformation  of  religion,  ibid.  Star-cham¬ 
ber  erefted,  ibid.  The  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  52.  The  Bill  of 
Rights,  54.  The  Aft  of  Settlement,  56.  The  Englifh 
the  beft  Tonftituted  Government,  58.  King,  fupreme 
head  of  the  Church,  ibid.  Liberty  of  confcience  allowed,  59. 
Nobility,  a  branch  of  the  conftitution,  ibid.  Commons, 
another  branch,  ibid.  Diftinft  Powers  of  King,  Loro's  and 
Commons,  60.  The  Executive  Power  where  lodged,  61. 
The  Privy  Council,  ibid.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  62.  The  King’s  Bench,  Common  Pleas.  Exche¬ 
quer,  ibid.  Courts  of  aflize,  ibid.  Trials  by  Juries,  ibid. 
Lord  Lieutenants,  Cuftos  Rotulorum,  Juftices  of  the  peace, 
Conftables,  their  duty,  63.  The  Conftable’s  oath,  67. 
Coroner,  68,  High  Sheriff,  ibid.  Remarks  on  our  Laws, 
69.  Happinefs  of  the-conftitution,  ibid,  and  other  Civil 
Officers  defcribed,  ibid. 

Voi.  I,  / 


A 


The 


CONTENTS  IN  THE 

The  Divifion  of  England  into  Couvtifs,  &'c. 

Counties,  70.  Bifhopricks,  ibid.  Archipifcopal  j urifdi&ion, 
71.  Epifcopal,  ibid.  Circuits,  72.  Aflizes,  ibid.  Places 
exempted,  ibid.  Circuits,  how  fupplied,  73.  Judges  in- 
flru&ions,  ibid.  What  is  triable  at  aflize,  74. 

The  natural  State  of  England. 

How  to  judge  of  a  country’s  excellency,  74.  Situation  of 
Britain,  75.  Made  to  refill;  the  waves,  ibid.  Nature  of 
the  coaft,  76.  Face  of  the  Ifland,  78.  The  air,  foil,  pro¬ 
duce,  ibid.  Minerals,  82.  Animals,  &c.  83.  Rivers,  ibid. 
Their  utility,  88.  Fifhery,  89.  Herring  Filhery,  90.  Laws 
relating  to  it,  91.  Formed  into  a  company,  92.  Seafons 
for  Herring  and  Cod  fiiheries,  & c  93,  Mineral  waters,  ibidt 
Population,  Labour,  Carriage,  and  Roads. 

Population,  the  caufe  thereof,  94.  Advantages  of  labour,  95. 
Carriage,  96.  Water  and  Land-carriage,  its  advantages,  97. 
Roads,  98. 

Trade  and  Manufactures. 

Imports  from  the  Plantations,  98.  From  foreign  nations,  99. 
Ofrawfilk,  ibid  Manufactures  of  Ericks,  Paper,  FIcrn, 
Wool,  &c.  ibid.  Their  advantages,  104.  Commerce  with 
Turkey,  106.  With  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal  France,  Flan¬ 
ders,  Germany,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Ruflia,  Holland,  Africa, 
Ealf-Indies,  and  the  Plantations,  107.  Poll  and  Poll-office, 
in.  Rates  of  Letters,  112.  Regulations  of  the  Poll,  114. 
Foreign  Poll,  115.  Money,  the  bafts  of  trade,  ibid.  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  coins,  bank-notes,  and  frocks,  ibid.  Weights 
and  meafures,  1 17. 

Of  the  Tafte,  Fafhions,  Cuffoms,  and  Diftempers  of  the 

English. 

Buildings,  118.  Eating,  1 19.  Drinking,  120.  Apparel,  zcW. 
Recreation,  122.  Laws  to  prevent  excefs,  ibid.  Di!tempers$ 

1 23- 

Religion  of  this  Nation. 

Degrees  in  orders,  125-.  Convocation,  ibid.  Epifcopal  jurif- 
didlion,  126.  Revenue  of  the  clergy,  ibid.  Hardships  of 
the  inferior  clergy,  ibid.  Deans,  Archdeacons,  rural  Dean*,. 
Rectors,  Vicars  and  Curates,  127.  Ordination  and  epifco¬ 
pal  vifxtation,  129.  Doctrine,  ceremonies,  and  liturgy,  ibid. 
Divers  appellations  of  churches,  &c.  131.  Difi’enters,  133. 
Prefbyterians,  135.  Aft  of  toleration,  136.  Statute  of 
10  Ann.  cap.  2.  to  frrengthen  that  adt,  140.  Independ¬ 
ents,  144.  Annabaptiils  and  Quakers,  143.  What  fects 
are  comprized  in  the  act  of  toleration,  148  Tndependant 
Baptifts,  Sabbatarians,  Antinomians,  Muggletomans,  Me¬ 
thodises,  Moravians,  ibid,  Papilts,  a£ts  again!!  them,  ibid. 

Popifh 


F  t  R  S  t  V  6  L  U  M  £, 
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Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Bedford. 

Name,  Bounds,  Divifion,  Rivers,  Soil  and  Produce,  i. 
Market  Towns,  &c.  Ampthill,  account  of  a  Royal  Palace 
there,  2.  Bedford  Town,  Government,  Charities,  &c.  3. 
Bigglefwade,  5.  Dunftable,  remarks  on  its  Situation,  ibid. 
Leighton,  6.  Luton,  ibid.  Caddington,  the  ancient  Seat 
of  the  Gafcoigns,  7.  Luton  Hoe,  the  Seat  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Bute,  ibid.  Potton,  ibid.  Shef- 
ford,  ibid.  Taddington,  ibid.  Wooburne,  ibid.  Duke  of 
Bedford’s  Palace  there,  8.  Pedigree  of  the  Family  of 
Ruffell,  Dukes  of  Bedford,  ibid.  .  Alpley,  a  remarkable 
dream,  9.  Harrold,  ibid.  Other  Villages  with  Fairs  and 
Seats  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  10. 

Prefent  State  of  the  Countv  of  Berks. 

Name,  Boundaries,  Situation,  and  Divifion,  11.  Naviga¬ 
tion  and  Produce,  ibid.  Defcription  of  the  Vale  of  White 
Horfe,  12.  Market  Towns,  &c.  Abingdon,  an  antient 
Town,  Incorporation,  Trade,  &c.  gives  Title  of  Earl,  ibid . 
Pedigree  of  the  Family  of  Bertie,  Earls  of  Abing¬ 
don,  13.  Farringdon,  its  Government,  14.  Hunger- 
ford,  its  Government,  ibid.  Eaft  Ilfley,  ibid.  Lam- 
borne,  15.  A  Remarkable  Rivulet,  ibid.  Maidenhead, 
its  Corporation,  & c.  ibid.  Situation,  16.  Newbury,  its 
Antiquity,  Jack  of  Newbury,  ibid.  Incorporation,  Public 
Buildings,  & c.  17.  Oakingham,  ibid.  Its  Government, 
Curiofities,  Sec.  18.  Reading,  why  fo  called,  ibid.  Its 
Antiquity,  ibid.  Public  Buildings,  &c.  19.  Sheat  Vil¬ 
lage,  20.  Cats  Grove  Hill,  an  extraordinary  Phenomenon 
near  it,  ibid.  Wallingford,  its  Corporation,  &c.  ibid. 
Chofel  Farm,  a  remarkable  large  one,  21.  Wantage,  ibid. 
Eait  Lacking,  a  remarkable  Vicarage,  ibid.  Childrey  Vil¬ 
lage,  ibid.  Windfor,  its  Corporation,  prefent  State,  22. 
Windfor  Cafde,  by  whom  built,  deferibed,  23.  Account 
of  the  Royal  Apartments,  25.  The  Pidlure  Gallery,  28. 
St.  George’s  Chamber,  31.  The  King’s  Chape],  32.  Cha¬ 
pel  of  the  Garter,  ibid.  Royal  Foundations,  34,  WityK 
for  Park,  35.  Its  Extent,  ibid. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Bucks. 

Name,  Boundaries,  Contents,  Diviiions,  & c.  37.  Soil,  Rivers 
Produce,  &c.  38.  Gives  title  of  Earl,'  ibid.  Market  Towns,  &c, 
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Agmondefham,  or  Amerfnam,  its  Antiquity,  Government. 
Ac.  38.  Ayiefbuiy  (gives  '!  ide  of  Earl)  its  Situation  and 
prefent  State,  ihid.  Members,  how  Cholen,  39.  Its  An¬ 
tiquity,  and  Mary’s  Charter,  ibid.  Beaconsfield,  41. 
Buckingham,  its  situation,  ibid.  Legend  of  St.  Rumbald, 
Ancient  Eranchifes,  Ac.  ibid.  Colnbrook  and  Datchet 
Courfe,  42.  Ivinghoe,  ibid.  Newport  Pagnal,  ibid.  Charit¬ 
able  Foundation?,  Ac.  ibid.  Oulnev,  ibid.  Stony  Strat¬ 
ford,  its  Situation,  Ac,  43.  High  Wickham,  its  Situation, 
Government,  Ac.  ibid.  Weft  Wycombe,  Stukeley  Church, 
Ac-  ibid.  Win  flow,  ibid.  Chelham.  ibid.  Fenny  St'at- 
ford,  45.  Marlow,  its  Trade,  Manufacture,  Ac.  ibid. 
Riftorcugh,  ibid.  Bellinus’s  Caftle,  ibid.  White  Leaf 
Crofs,  an  ancient  Monument,  46.  Wendover,  ibid.  Eaton 
College,  Chapel,  Library,  School,  Ac.  Seminary  to  King’s 
College  Cambridge,  Scholars  how  defied,  47.  Stowe, 
Seat  of  the  Earl  Temple  defcribed,  48  Cliefden,  a  noble 
Seat  bpiltby  the  late  Duke  of  Buckingham,  defcribed,  55. 
Aihbridge,  the  Seat  of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  56.  Other 
Seats  of  the  Ncbility  and  Gentry,  ibid. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Cambridge. 

Name,  Situation,  Diviiion,  Rivers,  Ac.  Soil,  Produce,  Manu- 
faftures,  Ac.  57.  Tire  Level  defcribed  ibid.  Market 
T’o-d'ns,  Ac.  Cambridge,  ibid.  Its  Antiquity,  A'C.  ibid. 
Univerfity,  Government,  privileges,  Colleges,  Halls,  Ac. 
defcribed  62.  ProfetTor.:  eftabliihed  by  King  George  1.  69. 
Privileges  granted  by  King  Edward  III.  ibid.  Caxton,  70. 
Ifte  of  Ely,  ibid.  Linton,  71.  Merch  .ibid.  Newmarket, 
ibid.  R.cach,  72.  Royfton,  ibid  Sonam,  Hid.  Wifbech, 
73.  Stourbridge,  its  remarkable  great  Fair,  ibid.  1  hor- 
ney,  its  Curiofities,  74.  Grantcefter,  ibid.  Iktnjld  Street, 
a  Roman  Highway,  ibid.  Ditches  of  the  Eaft  Angles,  75. 
Seats  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  ibid. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Chester. 

Name,  Boundaries,  Diviiion,  Rivers,  Ac.  77.  Soil,  Produce, 
Ac.  78.  City  of  Chefter,  Epifcopal  See,  Corporation, 
C  aftle,  Cuftorn-Houfe,  Trade,  Ac.  ibid.  Foreft  of  De  la 
Mere,  ibid.  Market  Ttnvns,  Ac.  Malpas,  81.  Parkgate, 
the  Port  of,  ibid.  Namptwich,  ibid.  Topol ey,  ibid.  Mid- 
dlewich,  82.  Northvvich,  its  Salt  Mines,  ibid.  Frodlham, 
ibid.  Sanabach,  83.  Congleton,  ibid.  Macclesfield,  21W. 
Monuments  cf  Savages,  ibid.  Knotsford,  84.  Altring- 
ham,  ibid.  StockLrd,  ibid.  Halton,  its  Caftle,  ibid. 
Curiofities,  &c,  8|.  Seats  pf  the  Nobility  and  Gen¬ 
try,  ibid. 
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Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Cornwall. 
Name,  Boundaries,  87,  &c.  Soil,  Produce,  Divifion, 
Rivers,  89.  Staple  of  Tin,  Corporation  of  Tinners, 
Coinage  Towns,  Manufactures  of  Tin,  Copper,  Lead,  and 
Jron,  90.  Peculiarities,  Trade  in  Pilchards,  Sec.  91 .  Market 
Towns,  &c.  La.unceflon,  its  Government,  Public  Buildings, 
&c.  92.  Newport,  93.  Lelkard,  its  Incorporation,  ibid. 
Leflwithiel,  ibid.  Truroe,  94.  Bodmin,  ibid.  Heliton, 
its  Incorporation,  95.  Saltaih,  its  Privileges,  96.  Camel- 
ford,  ibid.  WeftLooe,  97.  Eaft  Looe,  ibid.  Gram  pound, 
ibid.  Penryn,  98.  '1  regony,  ibid.  Boffiney,  99.  St.  Ives, 

ibid.  Fowey,  100.  St.  Germans,  101,  St.  Michaels,  ibid. 
St.  Maudits,  102.  Kellington,  ibid.  Falmouth,  its  fpacious 
Haven,  &c.  ibid.  Stratton,  103.  Wardbridge,  ibid.  Pad- 
ilovv,  ibid.  St.  Cclumbs,  104.  Market  jew,  ibid.  Mountf- 
bay,  ibid.  Penzance,  ibid.  A  Temple  of  Druids  de- 
fcribed,  105.  Scilly  Iflands,  Lift  of  their  Names,  ibid. 
St.  Mary’s  Ifle,  its  C'uriofities  and  Garrifons,  106.  St. 
Agnes  Ifland,  107.  Trefco  Ifland,  108.  St.  Martins 
I  Hand,  ibid.  The  Shipwreck  of  Sir  Cloudfley  Shovel,  109. 
Godolphin  Hill,  ibid.  The  Lizzard,  ibid  The  Hurlers, 
a  fet  of  monumental  Stones,  ibid.  Boft  Caftle,  ibid.  Re¬ 
druth,  1 10.  Remarkable  medicinal  Springs,  ibid .  A 
Wood  fwallowed  up,  ibid.  Language,  Sports,  Curioftties, 
&c.  ibid  St.  Auftill,  1 13.  Seats  of  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  ibid.  Remarks  on  the  Sea  Coall;  of  Cornwall, 
ibid.  hides,  114. 

The  prefent  StatC  of  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

Name,  Boundaries,  Divilion,  Rivers,  Soil  and  Boundaries, 
(gives  Title  of  Duke,  1 1 5 .  Pearl  Fifhery,  ibid.  City  of 
Carlifle,  ibid.  Pifts  Wall  defcribed,  117.  The  Names 
and  Situations  of  the  Stations,  118.  Carlille.  its.  Fortifica¬ 
tions,  &c.  1 19.  Linftock,  Rofe  Caftie,  Hatton-hall,  120. 
Market  Towns,  &c.  Cockermouth,  ibid.  Pals  Caftle,  121. 
Brackenthwaite,  ibid.  Graftinere,  a  vaft  high  Mountain, 
ibid.  Water  Spout,  its  Havock  ar.d  Devaluation,  ibid. 
Ravenglafs,  123.  Egremont,  gives  title  of  Earl,  124, 

-St  Bee’s  Head,  ibid.  Whitehaven,  ibid.  Workington,  125. 
Xefwick,  ibid-  Bowdenftone,  the  largeft  Stone  in  Eng¬ 
land,  126.  Elacklead  Mines,  ibid.  Penrith,  ibid.  Ire- 
bay,  127.  Wigtown,  ibid.  Kirkfwold,  ibid.  Alftone- 
mo.  r,  ibid.  Brampton,  ibid.  Narworth  Caftle,  128.  Long- 
town,  ibid.  Bootle,  ibid.  Abby  PI  oho,  ibid.  Boulnefs,  139. 
Its  Sands,  and  method  of  palling  them  into  Scotland,  ibid. 
Salmon  Filhery,  &c.  ibid.  Salkelds,  an  account  of  Long 
Meg  and  her  Daughter,  ibid.  Corby  Caftle,  defcribed,  ibid. 
Whitfield  Park,  its  CuriofRies,  133.  Mountains,  a  molt 
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remarkable  one,  ibid '.  Rofe  Caftle,  Bifnop  of  Carlifie’s 
Seat,  ibid.  Remains  of  the  EEfica,  a  Roman  City,  ibid. 
Whitley  Caftle,  133.  Morelby,  and  Hay  Caftle,  ibid. 
Old  Carlifle,  ibid.  Dacre  Caftle,  ibid.  Dumbrugh  Caftle, 
ibid.  Wetberall,  ibid.  Bueth  Caftle,  ibid.  Principal  Seats 
of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  in  this  County,  134. 

The  prelent  State  of  the  County  of  Derby. 

Name,  Situation,  Extent,  Rivers,  Foil,  Produce,  Divifion, 
principal  Towns,  & c.  135.  Market  Towns  Ike  '"  Derby, 
137.  Public  Buildings  and  Government,  ibid.  Pedigree 
of  the  Family  of  Stanley,  Earls  of  Derby,  137.  Sir 
Thomas  Lombe’s  Silk  Mill,  deferibed,  138.  Afhborne, 
139.  Workfwortb,  ibid.  Matlock,  its  Bath,  140.  Alfre- 
ton,  142.  Bakewell,  ibid.  Scaridale,  ibid.  Chefterfield, 
ibid.  Tidefwell,  143,  Chappie  in  Is  Firth,  ibid.  Dron- 
field,  the  antiquity  or  its  Church,  144.  Balfover,  ibid. 
Chatf worth,  a  ftately  Seat  of  the  Duke  of  Devonlhire,  145. 
Elden-hole,  Martor,  ibid.  Buxton  Wells,  ,146.  JWendon 
Wells,  Poole’s  Hole,  The  Devil's  Arfe,  1,47.  The  Rock- 
ingftone,  Swallows,  Springs,  &c.  148.  /The  Tor,  a  vaft 
pile  of  Rocks,  ibid.  Repton,  little  Chefter,  Meibom, 
Codener,  Caftleton  caftle,  remarkable  Villages, -zfo/.  Seats 
of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  149. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Devon. 

Name,  Situation,  Boundaries,  Divifion,  Pavers,  Soil,  Pro¬ 
duce,  Manqifadhires,  150.  Exeter  City,  Buildings,  the 
Cathedra],  Trade,  Corporation,  &c.  153.  Market  Towns, 
&c  Totnefs,  156.  Plymouth,  its 'Government,  Garrifoq, 
Buildings,  Cuftoms,  &c.  ibid.  Eddy  St  e,  the  famous 
Light-houfe,  ibid.  Gckirgt  n,  ibid.  Barnftaple,  159, 
Ply mpton,  160.  Honiton,  its  line  Situation,  ibid.  Tavi- 
ftock,  1 6 1 .  Buckland  Priory,  the  Seat  of  the  Family  of 
the  Drakes,  162.  Afnburton,  ibid.  Dartmouth,  its  Har¬ 
bour,  Trade,  &C.T63.  Beendfton,  ibid.  Tiverton,  its  Pri¬ 
vileges,  &c.  ibid.  Topfham,  165.  B’ddiford,  its  beauti¬ 
ful  Bridge,  Trade,  &c.  166.  Flubbieftone,  reafon  of 

of  its  Name,  Trade,  &c.  167.  Anecdote  of  Mr.  John 

Strange,  ibid.  lfland  of  Lundy,  1 69.  Northern  Bur¬ 
roughs.  ibid.  Ware  GifFard,  ibid.  Fremington,  170. 
South  Moulton,  its  Trade,  & c.  ibid.  G.eat  Torrington, 
its  Trade,  &c.  ibid.  Modbury,  171.  Bradninch,  ibid. 
llfacomb,  ibid.  Sidmouth,  172,  Axminfter,  ibid.  Ford 
Abbey,  a  ftately  Fabric,  ibid.  Culliton,  ibid.  Autre,  or 
Ottery,  173.  Columpton,  ibid.  Brampton,  or  Bamp- 
ton,  ibid.  Crediton,  or  Kirton,  173.  Chadleigh,  174. 
Dodbrook,  ibid.  Newton  Buftiel,  ibid.  Teignmouth,  ibid. 
Kings- bridge,  ibid.  Houltfworthy,  ibid-.  Hatherly,  ibid. 
Bow,  ibid.  Moreton,  175.  Chegford,  ibid.  Comb- 

martin3 
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martin,  famous  for  filver  mines,  ibid.  Chimleigh  and 
Hartland,  ibid.  Tcrbay,  Tor-abbey,  Dartmore,  and 
Crocken-tor,  176,  Bifhops  Tawton,  Branton,  177.  A 
defcription  of  the  Sea  coati,  ibid.  Of  Briftol  channel,  178. 
Tide,  ibid.  Brixham  lay-fpring,  &c.  ibid-  Seats  of  {h§ 
nobility  and  gentry,  179. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Dorsetshire. 

Name,  extent,  Situation,  rivers,  181.  Soil,  produce,  raanu-> 
faciures,  &c.  18?,  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical  divifions,  ibid. 
Market  Towns,  St c.  Dorchefter,  its  Situation,  corporation, 
buildings,  trade,  &c.  ibid.  Judge  Jeffries,  his  cruelty,  ibid. 
Maumbury,  the  remains  of  a  Roman  Amphitheatre,  185. 
Lyme  Regis,  its  privileges,  corporation,  &c.  ibid.  The 
Cobb,  a  remarkable  harbour,  ibid.  Bridport.  186.  Wey¬ 
mouth,  187.  Melcomb,  ibid.  Pool,  its  trade,  &c.  188. 
Shaftlbury,  189.  Wareham,  190.  Corf-caftle,  noted  for 
the  murder  of  King  Edward,  191.  Perbeck,  remarkable 
for  its  ftone  Quarries,  ibid.  Frowers  Barrow,  192.  Abbotf- 
bury,  Frampton,  Beminfter,  Everfhct,  and  Cerne,  ibid. 
Bore  Regis,  Woodbury,  and  Windbu'-n,  193.  Its  noble 
phurch,  the  burial  place  of  King  Ethelred,  ibid.  Milton, 
194.  Blandford,  burnt  in  1731,  ibid.  Stourminfter, 
King-ftag-bridge,  its  defcription,  ibid.  Stourbridge,  195. 
Cranbourne,  ibid.  Sherborne,  its  cathedral,  Stc.  ibid. 
Effedls  of  an  earthquake,  at  Hermitage,  196.  Portland 
Ifland  defcribed,  ibid.  Eallbury,  the  magnificent  feat  of 
the  Doddingtons,  197.  Seats  of  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
198.  Remarks  on  the  fea-coaft,  ibid. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Durham. 

Name,  boundaries,  rivers,  &c.  200,  Mineral  Springs,  foil,  pro¬ 
duce,  &c.  201.  City  of  Durham,  Nevils  crofs,  the  Bilhop’s 
arms  and  jurifdidlion,  prefent  jurifdiftion  and  plan  of  the 
city,  public  buildings,  the  corporation,  Abbey  church,  its 
curiofities,  202.  Market  Towtis,  &c.  Barnard-caftle.  Stain- 
thorp,  and  Darlington,  208.  Pits  called  Hell  Kettles,  209. 
Stockton,  its  trade,  &c.  ibid.  Hartlepool,  its  Chalybeate 
Spring,  210.  Stanhope,  a  rich  Ecclefiaftical  living,  its 
lead  mines,  21 1.  Willingham,  and  Eilhop’s  Auckland, 
ibid.  Cheller  le  ftreet,  formerly  a  Roman  ftati  n,  ibid. 
Xumley  caftle,  a  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Scarborough,  ibid. 
Lambton  hall,  a  feat  of  the  Lambtons,  ibid  Hilton  caftle, 
a  feat  of  the  Hiltons,  ibid.  Sunderland,  its  coal  trade, 
&c.  212.  Hylton  caftle,  213.  South  Shields,  ibid.  Jar- 
row,  214.  Gates-head,  ibid.  Swalwell,  its  iron  manu- 
fadlory,  ibid.  Coal  works,  215.  Family  feats  near  the 
Colieries.  ibid.  Salt-water-haugh-fprings,  216  Raby 
caftle,  Sherburn,  Grethapu,  Binchefter,  Fenchall,  Branfpeth, 
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3rd  Heighington,  remarkable  places,  217.  Sears  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Essex. 

Situation,  boundaries,  rivers,  218.  Soil,  produce,  &c.  239. 
China  manufa&ure,  Weitham  water-works,  & c.  220.  Mai-bet 
Towns,  Sec.  Stratford,  224.  Leighton,  ibid.  Waltham- 
itow,  225.  Wanfted,  ibid.  Woodford,  ibid.  Chigwell,  ibid. 
Ilford,  226.  Barking,  ibid.  Dagenham-Breach,  227.  Rum- 
fora,  ibid.  Brentwood,  228.  Horn  church,  ibid.  Greys 
and  Horndon,  ibid.  Eaft  Tilbury,  229.  Weft-Tilbury, 
its  fortification  and  garrifen,  ibid.  Marfh-lands,  ibid. 
Canvey-lfland,  ibid.  Leigh,  230.  Prittlewell,  Raleigh, 
Rochford,  Kings-hill,  a  remarkable  court  held  there,  ibid. 
Foulnefs,  and  other  Inlands,  231.  Wall-Beet,  ibid.  Mal- 
don,  trade,  corporation,  &c.  ibid.  Chelmsford,  its  remark¬ 
able  conduit,  & c.  Z32.  Bifhops-hall,  233,  Moulfham- 
hall,  the  feat  of  Sir  William  Mildmay,  Bart.  ibid.  Ingate- 
hone,  235.  Rodings,  236.  Cheppin-ongar,  Epping  town 
and  Fore  ft,  Waltham -Abbey,  Harlow,  237.  Hatfield-Regis, 
Dunmow-magna,  238.  Dunmow-parva,  here  is  held  the 
cuftom  of  giving  the  flitch  of  bacon,  ibid.  Thaxted,  ibid. 
Saffron  Walden,  its  corporation,  &c.  239.  The  cultivation 
of  fafFron,  240.  Bartlow,  noted  for  the  battle  of  Canute 
with  Edmund  Jronfides,  ibid.  Audley-houfe,  feat  of  the 
Earls  of  Suffolk,  241.  Heveril,  and  Halllead,  its  buildings, 
&c.  ibid.  The  manfion  of  Stanftead  hall,  242.  Sible 
Hedingham,  ibid.  Hawkefwood,  the  native  place  of  Sir 
John  Hawkefwood,  a  famous  warrior,  ibid  Caftle  Held- 
ingnam,  243.  Twinffead,  244.  Great  Yeldham,  a  re¬ 
markable  large  oak-tree,  245.  Braintree  and  Bocking, 
its  Woollen  manufacture,  246.  Coggeihall  and  Witham, 
247.  Colcheitcr,  a  large  anrient  Town,  its  government, 
trade,  &c.  249.  Maintree,  251.  Harwich,  Town  and 
Port,  ibid.  Languard-fort,  Beacon-hill,  ibid.  Stoke  Liberty, 
252.  Springfieid,  Springfield  place,  25  3.  Borehani,  Brent- 
hail,  Great  Badow,  254.  Danbury,  Woodham-ferrers, 
255.  Stock  256.  Bellericay,  ibid.  Hempfted,  the  birth¬ 
place  of  William  Harvey,  phyfician  to  King  James,  ibid. 
Seats  of  the  nobility  andgentry,  261.  Medicinal  fprings,  263, 
Defcription  of  the  feacoaff,  265. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Gloucester: 

Name,  fituation,  boundaries,  divifion,  rivers.  &c.  267.  Foreft 
of  Dean,  and  foil,  268.  Manufactures,  parilhes,  Sec.  269. 
Glocefter,  city,  corporation,  afibciate  companies,  public 
buildings,  cathedral,  &C.  ibid  Market  Towns,  Sc c.  Ciren- 
cefter,  its  trade  and  government,  271.  Tewklbury,  its 
government,  272.  Newent,  Dean,  Newham,  273.  New- 

land^ 
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land,  Tudenham,  and  Offa’s  Dyke,  274.  Weftbury,  and 
Wollafton,  275.  Berkeley,  its  buildings,  &c.  ibid.  Pedi¬ 
gree  of  the  noble  family  of  Berkeleys,  276.  Durfiey,  ibid. 
Wctton-under-edge,  Thornbury,  M  archfield,  Chipping, 
Sudbury,  277.  Wickware  and  Tetbury,  .278.  Mirchin- 
Hampton,  Woodchefter,  and  Stanley,  279.  Stroud,  famous 
for  the  Itaple  of  clothiers  and  fcarlet  dyers,  ibid.  Painfwick 
and  Letchdale,  280.  Fairford,  its  church  celebrated  for 
the  archited  and  glafs  windows,  ibid.  Northleche,  and 
Cheltenham,  281.  Stow,  Moreton,  and  Campden,  282. 
Winehcomb  and  Kingfwood,  283.  St.  Vincent’s  Rock,  284. 
Sodbury,  Lindfey,  St.  Brival’s  caltle,  Coleford,  and  Bifley 
ibid.  Oldbury,  285.  Copper  works,  and  pin  manufac. 
tory,  ibid,  fdenbury,  Puckle  church,  and  Iron  Adon,  ibid 
C'uriofities,  Pen-park  hole,  Cuiloms,  Antiquities,  and  medi. 
cinal  Springs,  286.  General  remarks,  287.  Seats  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  South  ampton. 

Name,  fituation,  extent,  boundaries,  divifion,  rivers,  &c.  289. 
Soil  and  hops,  290.  Produce,  manufadures,  291.  Market 
towns,  &c.  Odiham  and  Bafingftoke,  its  manufadures, 
&c.  ibid.  Bafmg-houfe,  ibid.  Silcheiter,  ibid.  Kings- 
clear,  Burgh-clear,  Whitechurch,  Andover,  293.  Weyhill  its 
fair,  294.  Stockbridge,  ibid.  Account  of  Sir  Richard  Steel’s 
eledion,  ibid.  Winchefter  city,  its  antiquity.  Cathedral, 
Holy  crofs,  Hide-houfe,  See.  King  Arthur’s  round  table, 
295.  Rumfey,  297.  New-foreft,  Hurft-caftle,  and  Cal. 
ftrot-caftle,  299--  Mai  wood- caltle,  Fording-bridge,  Ring, 
wood,  Bevis-mount,  its  beautiful  improvements,  300. 
Nettleby- Abbey,  Chrilt-church  and  Lymington,  301. 
Hordel-clift,  302.  Southampton,  its  Fortifications,  govern¬ 
ment,  trade,  buildings,  &c.  ibid.  Redbridge,  Fareham, 
and  Southwick,  305.  Anecdcxte  of  Col.  Norton,  his  re¬ 
markable  Will,  ibid.  Porchefler,  306.  Portfea  illand,  ibid. 
Portfmouth,  its  origin,  fortifications,  harbour,  Spithead, 
corporation,  the  Dock  and  Yard,  ibid.  The  common,  309. 
Gofport,  ibid  Havant,  Emfworth,  Haling  and  i  horney, 
310,  Petersfield,  Alresford,  Alton,  and  Bentley-green,  311. 
Antiquities,  ibid.  Remarks  on  the  fea  colt  and  inland 
navigation  of  this  county,  3 1 2. 

Of  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 

Jts  name,  fituation,  extent,  river,  ftrength,  divifion,  military 
government,  &c.  314.  Market  towns,  &c.  Newport, 
Newton,  and  Yarmouth,  its  corporation,  ibid.  Caref- 
brook-caltle,  Welt-Cowes,  Sandown-caltle,  and  St.  Flelens, 
Cpwes,  318.  ShapmQre-rCafUe,  319.  St.  Helens, 

Village 
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Village,  ibid.  Remarks  on  the  lea  coaft  round  this 
I/land,  ibid. 

Tbeprefent  State  of  the  County  of  Hereford. 

Name,  extent,  divilion,  boundaries,  foil,  rivers,  &c.  321. 
Hereford  city,  cathedral,  Bilhop’s  palace,  and  remarkable 
places  contiguous,  323.  Market  towns,  and  other  places  of 
note.  Kington,  325.  Pembridge,  Weobly,  and  Leomin- 
fter,  326.  Marley-hill,  its  furprifing  motion,  327.  Brom¬ 
yard,  328.  Melverne  hills,  ibid.  Holywell,  ibid.  Led¬ 
bury,  329.  RolTe,  ibid.  Kencheller,  330.  Remarks  on 
the  Hulbandry,  ibid.  Noblemens  feats,  &c.  ibid. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Hertford. 

Name,  lituation,  boundaries,  divifion,  foil,  produce,  rivers. 
Sec.  332.  Market  towns,  &c.  Royfton,  Therfield,  Alh- 
tvell,  Edwin-ftree,  336.  Bailey,  337.  Barkway,  ibid. 
Buntingford,  ibid.  Baldock,  338.  Stevenedge,  ibid.  Ben¬ 
nington,  ibid.  Hatfield,  ibid.  Totteridge,  339.  Hitchin, 
ibid  GfHey,  340  Hertford,  Corporation,  Trade,  &c.  ibid. 
Hodfdon,  342.  Chelhunt,  343.  Theobalds,  ibid.  Wal¬ 
tham- crofs,  ibid.  Bifhop’s  Stortford,  ihd.  Sawbridge, 
344.  Ware,  ibid.  Stowdon,  345.  Puckeridge,  ibid. 
Hunfdon,  ibid.  Berkhamlled,  346.  Hemlled,  347;  Wheat- 
hemfted,  ibid.  Tring,  ibid.  St.  Albans,  its  privileges, 
liberty,  £.c.  348.  Barnet,  351  Rickmanfworth,  352. 
Watford,  ibid.  Antiquities,  Noblemans  feats,  &c.  353. 

Prelent  State  of  the  County  of  Huntingdon. 
Name,  extent,  boundaries,  divifion,  rivers,  foil,  produce, 
&c.  354.  Market  towns,  &c.  Huntingdon,  356.  St. 
Neots,  347.  Bnguen,  358.  Godmanchefter,  ibid.  St. 
Ives,  359.  Rainfey,  ibid.  Yaxley,  ibid.  Cunnington, 
ibid.  Dornford,  360.  heighten,  ibid.  Kimbolton,  ibid. 
Holywell,  Erith,  and  Somerfham,  ibid.  The  Fens,  anec¬ 
dote  of  Turkill  a  Daniih  lord,  361.  Elton,  Alkenbury, 
anecdote  of  Sir  Stephen  Segrave,  and  other  eminent  perfons, 
ibid.  Seats  of  the  nobility,  &c.  362. 

Pr  fent  State  of  the  County  of  Kent. 

Name,  extent,  boundaries,  divifion,  foil,  produce,  &c.  363. 
Method  of  cultivating  hops,  365.  Of  the  turnip  cabbage, 
367.  Rivers,  ibid.  Natives,  how  dillinguifhed,  369. 
Lathes,  hundreds,  epifcopal  feas,  Sec.  370.  Market  towns, 

■  tide.  Deptford,  371.  Royal  ar.d  Greenland  docks,  ibid. 
Trinity-houfe,  with  an  account  of  that  corporation,  372. 
Greenwich,-  the  royal  hofpital,  and  other  remarkable 
places,  374.  Park,  378.  Blackheath,  ibid.  Sir  Gregory 
Page’s  feat  deferibed,  and  Mordaunt  college,  379.  ,L?u- 
fham5  380.  Bromley,  and  the  college  for  clergymen’s 

widows. 
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widows,  Hid.  Eltham,  once  the  retiring  place  of  our 
kings,  381.  Charlton,  ibid.  Woolwich,  and  the  royal 
dock  and  warren,  ibid.  Sevenoaks,  its  hofpital  and  free- 
fchool,  &c.  382.  Dartfoid,  where  Wat  7 yler  and  Jack 
Straw  began  their  rebellion,  383.  Crayford,  its  andent 
caves,  ibid.  Foots  and  St.  Mary’s  Cray,  384.  Tunbridge, 
its  Wells,  &c.  385.  Moreworth,  387.  Maidllone,  its 
trade,  &c.  ibid.  Pennendon-heath,  388  Lenham,  ibid. 
Aylesford,  where  Horfa,  the  Saxon  general  was  overthrown 
by  the  Britons,  ibid.  Wortham,  389.  Boxley,  remarkable 
for  its  crofs,  and  the  image  of  St.  1-  umbald,  ibid.  Stroud, 
389.  Rochefter  city,  its  bridge,  cathedral,  &c.  390.  Chat¬ 
ham,  its  royal  dock,  garrifon,  &c.  391.  Brttmpton  and 
Gillingham,  394.  Gravefend,  its  privileges,  trade,  charitable 
foundation,  Sec.  ibid.  Ifle  of  Shepey,  Sheernefs,  its  fortifica¬ 
tions,  &c.  Minller  Queenborough,  Blackftakes,  andStangate, 
396.  Milton,  remarkable  for  oyflers,  Sec.  399.  Sitdugbourn, 
and  antiquities  adjoining  ;  anecdote  of  John  Norwood,  and 
an  account  of  Sittingbourn  ferry,  ibid.  Feverfham,  its 
Roman  granaries,  and  the  village  of  Teynham,  400.  Wye, 
an  antient  town,  401.  Chilham,  feat  of  King  Lucius,  ibid. 
Afhford,  its  court  of  record,  ibid.  Appledore,  ibid.  Ifle 
of  Oxney,  401.  Cranbrook,  where  Edward  III.  firlf 
eftablifhed  the  Flemilh  weavers  of  broad  cloth,  ibid.  Ten- 
terden,  its  remarkable  fteeple,  the  caufe  of  the  Goodwin- 
fands,  ibid.  Newenden,  formerly  the  Roman  city  Ande- 
rida,  403.  Goudherfl,  ibid.  Canterbury  city,  ibid.  De- 
feribed,  404.  Mineral  waters,  407.  Fordwich,  famous 
for  trouts,  408.  Reculver,  where  the  Emperor  Severus 
built  a  caltle,  &c.  ibid.  Ifle  of  Thanet,  ibid.  Ramfgate, 
its  pier  deferibed,  409.  Margate,  a  remarkable  watering- 
place  for  bathing  in  fait  water,  deferibed,  ibid.  King’s- 
gate,  where  King  Charles  II.  landed  on  his  return  to 
London,  ibid.  Lord  Holland’s  delightful  feat  deferibed, 
and  Hackendown  banks,  413.  North  Foreland,  its 
lighthoufe,  414.  Sandwich,  a  cinque  port,  &c  414.  Rich- 
borough,  formerly  a  Roman  city,  415.  The  Downs, , a 
famous  road  for  fhipping,  410.  South  Foreland,  its  light¬ 
houfe,  kc-  417.  Dover,  remarkable  for  its  antiquity, 
caftle,  &c.  a  cinque  port,  ibid.  Elham,  480.  Hythe,  a 
cinque  port,  its  charitable  foundations,  antiquities,  & c. 
ibid.  Saltwood  caftle,  421.  Folkflone,  ibid.  Romney, 
old  and  new,  422.  Romney- marih,  its  flatute  of  Sewers, 
&c.  423.  Lid,  a  town  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  near 
which  Crifpinand  Crifpanus  are  fuppofed  to  be  buried,  ibid. 
Wefterham,  the  native  place  of  General  Wolfe,  his  monu¬ 
ment  in  the  church,  antiquities,  &c*.  424.  Otford,  a 
Saxon  town,  remarkable  events  there,  425.  Lullingfton, 

Darent, 
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Darent,  and  Svvanfcombe,  here  William  the  conqutrof 
confirmed  the  Kentilhmen’s  rights  and  privileges,  ibid . 
Penihurlt,  the  antient  feat  of  the  Sidney’s,  426.  Alhuril 
village,  a  remarkable  crucifix,  ibid.  Penninden-heath, 
remarkable  events  there,  ibid.  Bapehild,  a  Saxon  town, 
ibid.  Mary  Honey  wood’s  tomb,  and  infer!  priori,  at  Latham 
church,  427.  Boxley- abbey,  charter  to  the  city  of  London, 
for  electing  a  Mayor,  figned  here,  ibid  Hailing  and  Gil¬ 
lingham,  remarkable  events  there,  ibid.  Cobbam,  428. 
Clift,  formerly  the  yearly  meeting  of  the  Englifh  Bilhops, 
&c.  ibid.  Harty  Hie,  ibid.  Thong,  once  famous  for  its 
caftle,  &e.  429.  Brabourn,  a  Saxon  town,  ibid.  Hauk- 
hurll,  its  privileges  and  charitable  donations,  &c.  ibid. 
Newerdon,  its  antiquities,  431.  Hedcorn,  Whitflaple, 
S telling,  Stowting,  and  Adlington,  remarkable  for  two 
parfons  belonging  to  it,  ibid.  Titles  of  honour,  ibid,  re¬ 
marks  on  the  Sea  coafb,  433.  Seats  of  the  nobility, 
&c.  434. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Lancaster. 

Name,  lltuation,  extent,  boundaries,  divifion,  rivers,  &c.  4354 
Market  towns  ^  cT.  Manchefter,  its  collegiate  church, 
hofpital,  manufactures,  Sen.  437.  Rochedale,  its  manufac¬ 
ture,  441.  Bury,  442.  Bolton,  ilaple  for  fultians.  Hid. 
Liverpool,  its  trade,  bafon,  wet  and  ary  cocks,  Luitom- 
houfe,  public  buildings,  &c.  ibid,  Ormlkirk,  444.  Latham- 
houfe,  formerly  the  feat  of  the  Earls  of  Derby,  remarkable 
for  maintaining  a  fiege  of  two  years  againll  the  Parliament 
forces,  and  a  mineral  fpaw,  called  Maudlin-well,  445. 
Wigan,  its  manufactures,  &c.  ibid.  Haigh,  remarkable 
for  canoul  coal,  ibid.  Anclifr,  its  remarkable  Ailphureous 
well,  446.  Warrington,  its  free-fehool,  trade,  and  manu- 
fadturesj  ibid.  Winwick,  the  molt  valuable  reftory  in 
England,  447.  Newton,  its  government,  charitable  foun¬ 
dations,  ibid.  Leigh,  Prefcot,  Farworth,  ibid.  Charley, 
ibid.  Eccleiton,  44S.  Blackburn  and  Haitii.gden,  ibid. 
Clithcro,  its  government,  ibid.  Ribchefter,  the  camp  of 
the  Romans,  &c.  449.  Coin  and  Burnley,  antient  towns, 
ibid.  Preiton,  its  government,  guild  of  merchants,  public 
buildings.  Court  of  Chancery,  battles,  See.  430-  Kirkam, 
its  charitable  foundation,  remarkable  fands  adjoining,  453. 
Paulton,  its  pearl  fifnery,  454.  Garitang,  ibid.  Lancafter, 
formerly  a  Reman  it;; cion,  an  antient  corporation,  its  go¬ 
vernment,  trade,  public  buildings,  a  Dutchy,  454.  Warton, 
its  charitable  foundations,  456.  Hornby,  its  caflle,  for¬ 
merly  the  feat  of  Lord  Monteagle,  who  difeovered  the 
Gun-powder  Plot,  Hid.  Fourncfs,  Ken-fands,  &c.  Cart- 
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mel,  a  medicinal  fprirtg  adjoining,  ibid.  WinandermeeC, 
457.  Hawkfhead,  Glofton-cafde,  Dalton,  Ide  of  Walney* 
Fournefs  abbey,  Ulverllon,  Broughton,  Coninglton-felis, 
which  yields  copper  and  lead,  ibid.  Ballon,  a  remarkable 
falt-fpring,  458.  Inland  navigation  ;  account  of  the  Duke 
of  Eridgewater’s  new  canals,  &c.  Hid.  Medicinal  firings, 
466.  Seats  of  the  nobility,  &c.  468. 

Prelent  State  of  the  County  of  Leicester. 

Name,  fituation,  extent,  boundaries,  divifion,  rivers,  manit- 
fadtures,  hulbandry,  469.  Market  towns,  tsV,  Har'bo- 
rough,  famous  for  the  breed  of  colts,  472.  Hallaton  and 
Billefden,  ibid.  Lutterworth,  anecdote  of  the  famous  Dr. 
John  WicklifFe,  rector  of  this  parilh,  ibid.  Roman-road, 
Watling-llreet,  its  courfe,  473.  Cleybroke,  formerly  the 
antient  city  called  Cleyceller,  ibid.  High-crois  deienbed, 
with  its  inferiptions,  ibid.  Hinckley,  and  its  antiquities, 
474.  Bofworth  and  Bofworth-field,  famous  for  the  over¬ 
throw  of  Richard  Ill’s  army,  475.  Great  Shepey,  and  Bag- 
worth-park,  in  which  is  Bardon-hill,  remarkable  for  its 
height,  ibid.  Leicefter,  its  antiquity,  church,  public 
buildings,  government,  trade,  &c.  ibid.  Mount  Soarhill, 
Leuborougb,  and  the  antient  forelt  of  Charnwood,  478. 
Afhbv  de  la  Zouch  famous  for  the  breed  of  horfes,  &c.  479- 
Melton  mowbray,  Waltham  in  the  Would,  Wimcndham 
and  Knipton  manor,  its  remarkable  tenure,  480.  '  Church- 
langtcn,  its  mod  extraordinary  charitable  foundation,  481. 
Carlton-curlew,  ungrateful  fpeech  of  its  inhabitants,  491. 
Barnwell  and  Lindley  manors,  tenants  obligations  and  privi¬ 
leges,  492.  Hogs-norton,  an  antient  place,  ibid.  Anec¬ 
dote  of  Thomas  Bardot,  493.  Nevil-holt  ipring,  its  virtues 
and  efficacy,  493.  Seats  of  the  nobility,  kc.  494. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Lincoln. 

Name,  boundaries,  extent,  divifion,  foil,  hulbandry,  rivers, 
fens,  kc  495.  Decoy-duc:<s,  how  trained,  500  Hol¬ 
land,  a  large  trad!  of  land,  gained  from  the  ocean,  gives 
title  of  Lord.  501.  Market  towns,  Bolton,  once  a 

itaple  for  wool;  a  fea  port,  its  government,  trade,  remark¬ 
able  church,  kc.  502.  Donnington,  remarkable  for  its 
hemp-market,  and  Kirton  for  it? pippins,  503.  Fofs-dike, 
call  up  by  the  Romans,  ibid.  Spalding,  ibid.  Holbech, 
its  hoi'pital  for  fifteen  poor  perfons,  504.  Cjowland,  its 
remarkable  fireets,  abbey,  trade,  kc.  ibid.  Sleaford,  its 
antiquities,  public  buildings,  kc.  505  Folkingham,  it* 
antient  privileges,  kc.  ibid.  Seropringham,  the  order  of 
Gilbertines  firit  inilituted  ;  a  fine  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  506.  Stow,  its  large  fair,  and  the  famous  medicinal 
fpring,  called  Banvvell,  st  Stenfield,  ibid.  Bourn,  and  the 

medicinal 


CONTENT  So 

medicinal  fpring  at  Cawthorp,  ibid.  Grimfthorp,  the 
magnificent  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Ancafter,  ibid  Grantham, 
an  antient  Roman  town,  its  government,  public  buildings, 
&c.  507.  Belvoir-caftle,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 
508.  Corby,  famous  for  its  fchool,  508.  Deeping,  its 
remarkable  fituation,  ibid.  Stamford,  of  great  antiquity, 
its  government,  trade,  public  buildings,  charitable  foun¬ 
dations,  & c.  509.  Burleigh-houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of 
Exeter  ;  Aferby,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Briflol ;  Ancafter, 
its  antiquities,  gives  title  of  Duke.  510.  Burton,  or  Burton- 
ftather;  Wiltitringham,  formerly  a  Roman  city,  51 1.  Ifle 
of  Axholme,  ibid.  Barton,  its  ferry  to  Hull  in  Yorkfhirr, 
512.  Glandford-bridge,  ibid.  Grimfby,  an  antient  cor¬ 
porate  town,  its  government,  trade,  &c.  ibid.  Caftor, 
or  Thong-caftor,  Vcrtigorn’s  grant  to  Hengift,  ibid.  Bin- 
broke,  Market-rafen,  513.  Gainfborough,  its  trade,  &zc.ibid. 
Lincoln  city  defcribed,  its  public  buildings,  government, 
trade,  &c.  ibid.  Wragby,  Stanton,  Tatterfale,  Louth, 
Alford,  516.  Burg,  Waynfteet,  Bolingbroke,  Spilfbury, 
Horn-caftle,  517.  Roman  antiquities  at  Spittle  le  Street, 
Torkfey,  Horn-caftle,  5 18.  Scrivelfby-hall,  the  manor  of 
the  Dimocks,  ibid.  Seats  of  the  nobility,  &c.  ibid. 
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Prefent  State  of  the  City  of  London. 

Extent,  name,  foundation,  walled,  fituation,  i.  Thames, 
navigation,  tide,  4.  London-bridge,  its  water-works,  5. 
Black-friars  bridge,  7.  Boundaries,  wards,  pariffies,  8. 
St.  Pauls  Cathedral,  12.  Meedng-houfes,  Halls,  14. 
Guildhall,  15.  Blackwell-hall,  17.  Manfion  houfe,  18. 
Royal-exchange,  ibid.  Bank,  20.  Sunfire-office,  ibid.  General 
and  Penny-polt-offices,  21.  Cuftom-houfe,  23.  Excife,  ibid. 
Navy-office,  24.  Sixpenny-office,  ibid.  South-Sea,  ibid. 
Ealt-India-houie,  25.  Hudl'ons-bay-houfe,  26.  Leaden-hall, 
Trinity- houfe,  ibid.  Sion  and  Greffiam  colleges,  28.  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians,  29.  Colleges  of  Civilians,  of  Arms,  and 
St.  Pauls,  30.  Inns  of  court.  Temples,  Lincolns-Inn, 
Grays-Inn,  &c.  31.  The  Rolls,  32.  Royal  Society,  33. 
Antiquarian  Society,  Societies  for  promoting  Chriltian 
Knowledge,  and  for  propagating  the  Gofpel,  34.  St. 
Paul’s,  Mercers,  Merchant  Taylors,  Charter  Houfe  Schools, 
35.  Chrilt  Hofpital,  37.  Hickfon’s  fchool,  and  charity 
fchools,  38.  Hofpitals.  St.  Bartholomew’s,  Bridewell, 
Bethlehem,  40.  London  Work-houfe,  42.  Lying-in- 
hofpital  for  married  Women,  43.  Alms-houfes,  ibid.  In- 
furance  Offices,  Hand-in-hand,  Royal  Exchange,  Sun- 
fire,  and  Union-fire  Offices,  45.  Amicable  Infurance  for 
Lives,  46.  Monument,  47.  Seffions -houfe,  ibid.  Prifons. 
Poultry  and  Wood-ftreet  Compters,  Newgate,  and  the 
Fleet,  48.  City  gates,  their  dillances  and  liberties,  50. 
Markets.  Leaden-hall,  Newgate,  Fleet,  Honey-lane,  Brooks, 
Cow-crofs,  White-chapel,  Queenhithe,  Mark-lane,  Bear- 
key,  and  other  Markets,  51.  Manufactures,  53.  Charter, 
Privileges  from  different  Kings,  55.  Ads  for  eitabliffiing  all 
Charters,  and  to  difcharge  the  orphan  debt,  and  to  fettle 
Blackwell  hall  and  Billingfgate-Markets,  63.  Statute 
about  elections,  64.  Statute  relating  to  building  party-walls, 
and  water  from  tops  of  houfes,  65.  Repeal  of  the  freeman’s 
cuftom  in  difpofingperfonal  eftates,  and  of  the  freeman’s  oath, 
ibid.  ACts  for  lighting  and  watch,  ibid.  Statutes  of  George  II. 
for  Court  of  Confidence,  for  creating  Aldermen  Jultices, 
for  gun-powder,  cars,  foreign  workmen,  mufic  and  danci*g- 
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houfes,  Fifh,  fifhing-boats,  and  land  carriage  fifh,  and  fifh. 
markers,  66.  Reprefentatives,  government  civil,  as  a 
body  corporate,  Lord-mayor,  other  officers,  &c.  How  chofen, 
69.  Government  of  Wards,  72.  Companies,  ibid.  Aider- 
men,  and  Common- council,  how  chofen,  ibid.  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  government,  national  or  eftablilhed,  diftenting  or  con¬ 
gregational,  73.  Peculiars  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  74.  Military  government,  ibid.  The  aftual  Survey 
of  London,  75.  Abftraft  of  the  principal  things  within  the 
City  and  Suburbs  of  London,  1 14. 

Of  the  City  of  Westminster. 

Name,  extent,  fquares,  ftreets,  public  buildings,  1 15.  Palaces, 
Whitehall,  St.  James’s,  Queen’s  houfe,  Somerfet-houfe, 

1 16.  Leicefter,  Bedford,  Burlington,  Chefterfield,  Devon- 
Ihirej  Marlborough,  and  Northumberland  houfes,  122. 
Houfe  of  Lords,  &c.  124.  Churches,  Weftminfter- abbey, 
&c.  125.  Chapel  Royal,  129.  Chapels  of  eafe,  &c.  ibid. 
Weftminfter  Bridge,  130.  Britifti  Mufeum,  135.  Admiralty- 
office,  Horfe-guards,  ibid.  Treafury,  Cockpit,  Mews,  Weft- 
minfter-hall,  136.  Public  Offices,  137.  Inns  of  Court,  145. 
Society  of  Arts,  Manufaftures,  &c.  146.  Society  of  Artifts, 
147.  Royal  Academy  of  arts,  ibid.  Public  fchools,  150.  Found¬ 
ling  and  other  Hofpitals,  1 5  1 .  Alms  houfes,  162.  Markets, 
Prifons,  Play-houfes,  164.  Squares,  ibid.  Government  of 
Weftminfter,  167.  Ecclefiaftical  and  Military,  169,  Its 
Commerce,  170.  Trade,  1 7 1 .  Woollen  manufaftures,  173. 
Corn,  174.  Remarks  on  the  trade  of  London  and  Weftmin- 
ller,  175.  The  builders  aft  of  the  1 2  th  of  Geo.  III.  177,  &c. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Middlesex. 

Name,  boundaries,  divifton,  rivers,  178.  Soil,  air,  produce. 
Be c.  1 8 1.  Spelthorn  hundred.  Market  towns,  &c.  Staines, 
Runingmead,  Shepherton,  182.  Walton  bridge defcribed,f^V. 
Sunbury, Hampton,  Hampton- court,  183.  Twickenham,  Ifle- 
werth,  Hounflow,  184.  Ofuljlon  hundred,  Blackwall,  Poplar, 
Eaft- India  Alms-houfes  and  chapel,  Limehoufe,  Ratcliff, 
Stepney,  Mile-end,  Bromley,  Bow,  Old  Ford,  Hackney, 
Shoreditch,  Kingfland,  Hoxton,  Bethnal-green,  Shadwell,  St. 
George’s,  RatclifFe-high-way,  Wapping,  Aldgate  liberty. 
Little  Minories,  St.  Mary  Whitechapel,  Spittle  fields,  184. 
Norton  Falgate,  199.  Tower  of  London,  200.  Tower  royalty 
and  Hamlet,  204.  The  hundred  of  Eitham,  Brentford,  Sion- 
houfe,  Uxbridge,  Drayton,  Harlington,  Goate,  Edgware, 
Harrow',  and  Henden,  203.  Edmonton  hundred ,  Enfield, 
Forty  hill,  Edmonton,  Tottenham  High-crofs,  South  Mims, 
208.  Finjbury  and  Wenlexborne  liberties,  Fulham,  Ham- 
merfmith,  Chifwick,  Chelfey  Phyfic-garden,  Royal  Hofpi- 
tal,  Ranelagh-gardens,  Water-works,  Kenfington,  Royal 
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Palace,  Holland  and  Camden-houfes,  Hyde-park,  Adton, 
Paddington,  Tyburn,  St.  Mary-le-bone,  Pancrafs,  Hamp- 
ftead,  Finchley,  Highgate,  Kentilh  town,  Hornfey,  Ifling- 
ton,  Sadlers,  New-Tun  bridge,  Bagnigge-Wells,  &c.  New- 
river-head,  Clerkenwell,  Old-ftreet,  French  Hofpital, 
Hofpital  for  Lunatics,  Artillery-ground,  Tindal’s  Burying- 
ground,  Newington-green,  Kinglland,  Stoke-lMewing- 
ton  and  Stamford-hill,  209,  &c. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Monmouth. 
Name,  extent,  boundaries,  government,  &c.  224.  Market 
towns.  See.  Abergavenny,  a  ftaple  for  flannels,  ibid.  Caer- 
leon,  a  very  antient  town,  225.  Chepftow,  and  its  caftle, 
the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  ibid.  Monmouth,  a  large 
populous  trading  town,  226.  Newport,  Pontipool,  and 
Ulk,  ibid.  Principal  feats,  227. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Norfolk.* 
Situation,  boundaries,  extent,  divifion,  air,  foil,  produce* 
rivers,  Sec.  228.  Norwich  City,  & c.  237.  Market  towns,  &c. 
Smetifham,  St.  Edmund’s  chapel,  Broncafter,  the  antient 
city,  Branodunum,  237.  Burnham,  Burnham-depdale, 
Crake,  238.  Walftngham,  Wells,  ibid.  Holt,  Clay,  239. 
Cromer,  ibid.  North  Walfham,  Worfted,  Broomhelm, 
240.  Alelham,  Cafton,  Oxnet,  Cotifhall,  241 .  Hickling, 
Ludham,  ibid.  Yarmouth,  its  trade,  government,  &c.  242. 
Winterton,  Sea  marks,  244.  Blowfield,  Taverham,  245, 
Foulfnam,  Repeham,  243.  Fakenham,  Rainham,  Hough¬ 
ton,  246.  Lynn,  its  government,  public  buildings,  &c. 
ibid.  Caftle  Rifing,  its  privileges,  &c.  Seechy,  Gaywood* 
250.  Goodwick,  Northelmham,  Dereham,  251.  Wy- 
mondham,  Hingham,  Eaft  Carlton,  Depham,  252.  Caftot, 
ibid.  Loddon,  ibid.  Halfton,  253.  Dis,  ibid.  Eaft: 
Herling,  ibid.  Thetford,  its  buildings  and  government* 
254.  Attleborough,  Buckenham,  255.  Watton,  Skulton, 
ibid.  Svvaffham,  Narborough,  Downham,  256.  Methold, 
Gimefgraves,  ibid.  Principal  feats  of  the  nobility,  257. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Northampton’.* 
Name,  boundaries,  extent,  air,  foil,  259.  Rivers,  produce, 
manufadlures,  fprings,  clays,  ibid.  Government,  civil  and 
military,  divifion,  260.  Peterborough  city,  its  govern¬ 
ment,  public  buildings,  &c.  261.  Cordyke,  Bernack,  Carter, 
*62.  King’s  Cliff,  Fotheringhay,  Stamford  Baron,  263, 
Rockingham.  264.  Oundle,  265.  Thrapfton,  266.  Ket¬ 
tering,  ibid.  Boughton,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Manchefter, 
267.  Rothwell,  Drayton,  Oxendon,  ibid.  Guillelborough, 
Nafeby,  Orlington,  268.  Daintry,  Spelwell  and  Arbery, 
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two  Roman  fortifications,  Everton,  refidence  of  King  Wal- 
pher,  269.  Althorp,  Holmby-houfe,  270.  Northamp¬ 
ton,  its  public  buildings,  government,  & c.  ibid.  Welling¬ 
borough,  272.  Higham,  Ferrers,  ibid.  Eafton  Maudit,  273. 
Chelier,  a  Raman  fortification,  274.  Caftle  Alhby,  Yard- 
ley  Chafe,  ClifFord’s-hill,  ibid.  Towceller,  274.  Grafton, 
275.  Whittlebury,  ibid.  Sutton,  ibid.  Brackley,  27 6. 
Middleton,  Cheney,  its  remarkable  church,  ibid.  Principal 
feats,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  Countv  of  Northumberland, 

Name,  fituation,  boundaries,  extent,  foil,  air,  277.  Rivers 
&c.  278.  Its  antient  Hate,  government,  &c.  279.  Market 
towns,  &c.  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  its  fituation,  buildings, 
government,  trade,  & c.  280.  Hexham,  the  Axelodunum 
of  the  Romans,  its  trade,  &c.  284-  Hexhamlhire,  lead- 
mines,  285.  Morpeth,  ibid.  Berwick,  its  government, 
trade.  Sec.  2S6.  Ainwick,  fingular  manner  of  making 
freemen,  288.  Aylnmouth,  Wooller,  289.  Beltingham, 
Billingham,  Learmcuth,  Rothbury,  290.  Warkworth,  its 
callle,  ibid.  Chillingham-caftle  and  Park,  291.  Larbot- 
tle,  Haltwille,  Aidon,  Caerborran,  Cheviot,  292.  Flod- 
denfield,  Norharo,  Prudhoe,  Reedfdale,  293.  Rifmgham, 
Ruthcheller,  Tinmouth,  its  bay  and  haven,  294.  North 
and  South  ihields,  ibid.  Wallfena,  Farne-ifland,  Dun- 
Itaburg-callle,  Coquet-ifland,  295.  Allentown,  Beleford, 
Ovingham,  St.  Ninian,  Staylhaw-bank,  and  Stamford-ham, 
remarkable  villages,  with  fairs,  296.  Principal  feats,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Nottingham. 

Name,  fituation,  extent,  boundaries,  divifion,  297.  Air, 
foil,  commodities,  rivers,  ibid.  Sherwood- foreft,  ibid.  Go¬ 
vernment,  & c.  298.  Market  towns.  See.  Nottingham,  its 
fituation,  caftle,  buildings,  government,  manufaftures,  See. 
ibid.  Eaft  Redford,  its  government,  buildings.  See.  300. 
Newark  upon  Trent,  301.  Bingham,  Mansfield,  South- 
well,  ibid.  Tuxford,  Workfop,  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  303.  Blyth,  Granby,  Holm,  Gotham,  ibid.  Wil¬ 
loughby  on  the  Would,  304.  Privileged  villages  for  fairs, 
ibid.  Principal  feats,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  Countv  of  Oxford. 

Name,  fituation,  extent,  boundaries,  divifion,  air,  foil,  305. 
Commodities,  rivers,  hundreds,  &c.  306.  Government,  Ox¬ 
ford,  its  fituation.  The  city,  its  government,  frade,  307. 
Public  buildings,  parifiies,  308.  The  Univerfity,  its  Col¬ 
leges,  310.  Halls,  320.  Terms,  322.  Officers, Privileges,  323. 
Degrees,  330.  Habit  days,  331.  The  Theatre,  ibid. 
Mufeum,  Libraries,  Schools,  Printing-office,  332.  Market 

towns, 
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towns.  Sec.  Woodftock,  Blenheim -houfe,  the  feat  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  ihid.  Bunbury,  334.  Chipping- 
Norton,  Rollrich  Bones,  a  Danilh  monument,  335.  Dod- 
ington,  Bicefter,  Bampton,  336.  Burford,  Witney,  its 
manufactures,  337.  Thame,  Watlington,  Dorchefter, 
Henley,  338.  Churlbury,  339.  Noblemen  and  gentlemen’s 
feats,  ihid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Rutland. 

Name,  extent,  boundaries,  air,  foil,  340.  Commodities, 
rivers,  government,  &c.  ihid.  Market  towns,  Sic.  Oakham, 
a  remarkable  cullom,  Uppingham,  Liddington,  341.  Bur¬ 
ley,  Ridlington,  and  Effendon,  342.  Noblemen  and 
gentlemens  feats,  ihid. 

The  -prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Salop.  . 

Name,  fituation,  extent,  air,  foil,  commodities,  rivers,  Sec. 
343.  Bhrewfbury,  its  fituation,  incorporation,  buildings, 
churches,  the  free  fchool,  bridges,  the  quarry,  foundling- 
hofpital,  trade,  manufactures,  fairs,  &c.  345.  Bridgnorth, 
its  fituation,  free  fchool,  caftle,  remarkable  gardens,  go¬ 
vernment,  fairs,  water-works,  347.  Ludlow,  its  fituation, 
buildings,  caftle,  government,  349.  Court  of  Marches, 
ibid.  Wenlock,  350.  Bifhop’s-caftlc,  Bifhcp’s-mote,  Drayton, 
Wem,  351.  Whitchurch,  its  fituation  and  church,  352. 
Ellefmerc,  ihid.  Ofweftry,  Newport,  Wellington,  353. 
Shifnal,  Stretton,  Cleebury,  354.  Clee-hills  deferibed,  ibid. 
Brofeley,  its  trade,  a  remarkable  burning  well,  356.  Coal- 
brook,  Caer  Caradock,  where  the  famous  battle  between 
Ofterius  the  Roman,  and  CharaCtacus  the  Briton,  was 
fought,  357.  White-ladies,  the  Royal-oak,  358.  Noble¬ 
men  and  gentlemens  feats,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Somerset. 

Name,  extent,  boundaries,  divifion,  air,  foil,  commodities, 
rivers,  359.  Government,  See.  360.  Briftol  city,  its  fitu¬ 
ation.  public  buildings,  the  Exchange,  Bridge,  Guildhall, 
Queens-fquare,  the  Quay,  College-green,  charities,  govern¬ 
ment,  library,  hot-well,  &c.  360.  Bath  city,  its  fituation, 
public  buildings,  baths,  & c.  365.  Wells  city,  its  fituation, 
public  buildings,  &c.  368.  Market  towns.  See.  ihid.  Bridge- 
water,  a  Norman  foundation,  See.  370.  Minehead,  its 
fea-port, trade,  8ec.  372.  Taunton,  its  caftle,  trade,  &c.  373 
An  account  of  the  bloody  executions  by  Jefferies  and  Kirk, 
Sec.  374  Tauntow  Dean,  375.  Ilchefter,  its  govern¬ 
ment,  376.  King’s-meer,  Milbourn-port,  ibid.  Glaiton- 
b-ury,  the  antiquity  of  the  abbey,  Sec.  Fate  of  Richard  Whit¬ 
ing,  its  laft  Abbot,  377.  The  Torr,  378.  Blooming  Thorn, 
ihid ■  Ifleof  Avalon,  Wellington,  ihid.  Duiverton,  Langport, 
its  government,  379.  Dunfter,  Watchet,  its  trade,  ibid. 
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Yeovil,  its  manufactures,  &c.  380.  Somerton,  its  govern^ 
ment,  & c  ibid.  Axbridge,  its  corporation,  381.  Chedder, 
famous  for  cheefe,  cyder,  and  fprings,  ibid.  Wrinton.  jl- 
minfter,  Chard,  and  Keynfham,  382.  Brewton,  its  build¬ 
ings,  Caftle-carey,  383.  Shipton  Mallet,  its  fituation  and 
trade,  Crofcomb,  ibid.  North  Petherton,  Mendip-hills 
defcribed,  famous  for  coal  and  lead  mines,  384.  Ochie- 
hole  defcribed,  Bifhop’s-chew,  Chew-magna,  385.  Frome, 
its  buildings,  government,  and  woollen  manufacture,  ibid. 
Principal  feats  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  386. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Staffordshire. 

Name,  boundaries,  extent,  air,  and  foil,  387.  Produce,  rivers, 
pools,  medicinal  fprings,  government,  ecclefiaftical  and 
military,  &c.  388.  Litchfield  city,  its  fituation  and  public 
buildings,  See.  defcribed,  390.  Market  towns,  See. 
Stafford  defcribed,  391.  Newcaftle  under  Line,  govern¬ 
ment,  trade,  & c.  392.  Wolverhampton,  fituation  and 
trade,  393.  Walfal,  the  legacy  of  Thomas  Mofely  to  this 
town,  ibid.  Penkridge,  Rugeley,  394.  Burton  upon  Trent, 
public  buildings,  See.  ibid.  Tutbury,  its  caftle  andcuftoms, 
395.  Abbots  Bromley,  Uttoxeter,  ibid.  Stone,  Ecclefhall, 
Elocetum,  Wrotefly,  Dudley-caftle,  396.  Abbcts-caille, 
Darlaftcn,  Beaudefert-park,  397.  Inland  navigation,  the 
Scheme,  ibid.  Utility  of  it,  from  the  extraordinary  natural 
productions  and  manufactures  here,  398.  Mole-cap  Moun¬ 
tain,  ibid.  Burflem,  the  white-flint  ware  manufactory,  ibid. 
Quarries  of  lime-ftone  and  Swithland  flate,  399.  Iron-ore, 
400.  Cultivated  and  manufactured  productions  defcribed, 
ibid.  Oak,  cordwood,  cheefe,  and  fait,  401.  Earthen¬ 
ware  manufactories,  metallic  trades,  See.  402.  Principal 
feats  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  404. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Name,  boundaries,  extent,  divifion,  air,  foil,  and  produce. 
Rivers,  government,  405.  Market  towns.  See.  Ipfwich, 
its  corporation,  public  buildings,  fea  port,  &c.  406.  Dun- 
wich,  its  antient  flate  defcribed,  corporation,  &c.  408. 
Orford,  its  corporation,  market,  ibid.  Aldborough,  its 
corporation,  trade,  &c  409.  Sudbury,  an  Archdeaconry, 
its  corporation,  ibid.  Eye,  its  corporation,  manufactures. 
See.  410.  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  its  advantageous  fituation, 
public  buildings,  See.  ibid.  Brandon,  Milden-hall,  Halef- 
worth,  412.  Southwould,  its  trade,  ibid.  LeoliofFe,  its 
privileges,  413.  Beccles,  lchools,  right  of  common,  ibid. 
Bungay,  deftruCtion  by  fire.  Sec.  ibid.  Buddefdale,  Debenham. 
Framlingham,  its  caftle,  fituation,  charities,  &c.  414, 
Stow-market,  its  manufactures,  ibid.  Needham,  its  manu¬ 
factures,  Hemmingfton,  a  remarkable  tenure,  ibid.  Wood- 
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bridge,  416.  Lavenham,  its  trade,  &c.  ibid.  Bildefton, 
Clare,  its  manufacture,  &c.  417.  Hadley,  its  trade,  ibid. 
Neyland,  its  iJianufaCtures,  ifyid.  Saxmundham,  41 8, Long 
Melford,  Wickham,  Cavendilh,  Stratford  on  the  Stour, 
its  manufacture,  Eafterbergholt,  Snape,  Ickworth, 
Buers,  Walpet,  its  manufacture,  Parham,  Blibury,  ibid. 
Bury-caftle,  its  Hrength,  419.  Principal  feats  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Surrey. 

Name,  extent,  boundaries,  fituation,  air,  foil,  rivers,  420. 
Produce,  government,  &c.  421.  Southwark,  its  origin 
and  fituation,  ibid.  Purchafed  by  the  City  of  London,  423. 
Bridgeward-without,  Clink  Liberty,  ibid.  Government, 
ibid.  Boundaries  of  Bridgeward  without,  and  of  Clink 
Liberty,  424.  St.  John  Evangelift,  ibid.  St.  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalen,  Bermondfey,  its  fchool,  ibid.  St.  Olaves,  its  public 
buildings,  ibid.  St.  Thomas’s,  and  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital, 
425,  Guy’s  Hofpital,  ibid  St.  Margarets-hill,  the  Court- 
hou k,  ibid.  St.  George’s  Church,  ibid.  Marlhalfea  prifon. 
Courts,  426.  King’s-Bench  Prifon,  ibid.  Hay-market, 
St.  George’sFields,  Afylum,  Magdalen  Hofpital,  Almhoufes, 
ibid.  St.  Saviour’s  church,  427.  Clink  prifon,  fchools,  dock, 
hofpital,  ibid.  The  Bondello,  or  Stews,  ibid.  Bank-fide, 
428.  Chrift-church-hofpital  founded  by  Charles  Hop- 
ton,  Efq;  fchool,  and  market,  ibid.  Trade,  429.  Court 
of  Confcience,  Court-leets,  ibid.  Military  government, 
ibid.  Rotherhithe  defcribed,  430.  St.  Mary’s  Newington, 
its  public  buildings,  ibid.  Lambeth,  ibid.  Vauxhall- 
garden,  ibid.  Glafs  manufacture,  431.  The  Archbilhop’s 
palace  and  church,  ibid.  Starch-manufaCture,  charities, 
Roman  antiquities,  ibid.  Dog  and  Duck,  mineral  fpring, 
432.  Lambeth-marfh,  ibid.  Kennington,  Camberwell, 
peckham,  ibid.  Dulwich,  its  Wells  and  College,  433. 
Sydenham,  Norwood,  and  Stretham,  ibid.  Wandfworth, 
Batterfea,  and  Putney,  434.  Richmond,  its  fituation,  gar¬ 
dens,  and  public  buildings,  ibid.  Richmond  Park,  435. 
Kew,  its  chapel,  ibid.  Peterlham,  ibid.  Kingfton,  its 
corporation  and  market,  ibid.  Guildford,  its  fituation, 
corporation,  churches,  friary,  free-fchool,  hofpital,  and 
courfe  for  horfe-racing,  &c.  436.  Blechingley,  438.  Rye- 
gate,  439.  Gatton,  ibid.  Hafiemere,  ibid.  Epfom,  its 
medicinal  fprings,  &c.  ibid.  Epfom  Downs,  ibid.  Non- 
fuch.  Palace,  440.  Ewell,  ibid.  Farnham,  famous  for 
hops,  ibid.  Godaiming,  its  Hocking  manufacture,  &c.  ibid. 
Woking,  441.  Baglhot,  Egham,  Rumney  mead,  ibid. 
Chertfey,  its  market,  trade,  ibid.  Croydon,  its  charities, 
ibid.  Banftead,  remarkable  for  walnuts,  and  its  fine 
downs,  441.  Dorking,  Stone-fttreet,  a  Roman  eaufeway, 
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ibid.  A  particular  cuftom,  ibid.  Its  market  and  trade* 
443.  Coteman  Dean,  the  belt  air  in  England,  Okcley* 
ibid.  Lith-hill,  its  extenfive  profpedt  defcribed,  ibid. 
Walton  upon  Thames,  ibid ■  "Its  bridge,  (Seepage  182.) 
Effingham  gives  title  of  Earl,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Sussex. 

Name,  boundaries,  extent,  divifion,  fituation,  air,  foil,  rivers, 
&c.  444.  Famous  for  a  bird  called  the  Wheatear,  446. 
Government,  ibid.  Chichefter  city,  its  fituation,  public 
buildings,  government,  447.  Goodwood,  the  feat  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  St.  Rook’s  Hill,  Roman  antiquities, 
448.  Market  towns,  See.  Horlham,  an  ancient  town,  &c. 
ibid.  Midhurft,  449.  Lewes,  its  buildings,  &c.  ibid. 
Shoreham,  it6  trade,  450.  Bramber,  ibid.  Steyning,  its 
fertility  of  foil,  and  horfe-courfe,  451.  Arundel,  its  caftle, 
See.  452.  Little  Hampton,  453.  Ealt  Greenftead,  ibid.  Haft- 
ings,  a  cinque  port,  ibid.  Member-ports,  454.  Rye,  a 
cinque  port,  455.  Winchelfea,  a  cinque  port,  its  ancient 
and  prefent  fituation  defcribed,  456  Seaford,  457.  Eattel, 
the  abbey  defcribed,  ibid.  Standard-hill,  458.  Bright- 
helmftone,  defcribed,  439.  Fetworth,  460.  The  palace 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  defcribed,  ibid. 
Cuckfield,  Augmering,  Bellinghurft,  ihid.  Highdown, 
Terring,  Broadwater,  Cifbury,  Ctefar’s  Hill,  Worting,  a 
remarkable  Free-mafons  lodge,  ibid.  Eaft- bourn,  manner 
of  catching  \\  heatears  defcribed,  ibid  Beachy-head,  462. 
Stouton,  Tratton,  Alhburnham,  ibid.  Brede,  Eaton,  Saief- 
come,  Tuftcn,  Dichling,  Aldrington,  How,  Hayliham, 
Arlington,  463.  Buckhurft,  464.  Buckftead,  Crowberry, 
Cukmere-haven,  C uildford  Eaft,  Laughton,  Newhaven, 
Eilhops-ftone,  464.  Noblemens  feats,  ibid. 

Prelent  State  of  the  County  of  Warwick. 

Name,  boundaries,  extent,  divifion,  air,  foil,  rivers,  465. 
Government,  civil ,  ecclefiaftical,  and  military,  466.  Co¬ 
ventry  city,  its  name  and  ancient  wealth,  hiftory  of  the 
Lady  Gcdiva,  and  Peeping  Tom,  ibid.  Its  immunities, 
parliaments  held,  churches,  meeting-houfes,  manufactures, 
k c.  467.  Market  Towns,  Sec.  Warwick,  its  name, 

antiquity,  caftle,  feat  of  Lord  Brook,  468.  Great 

Fire,  public  buildings,  469.  Hiftory  of  Guy  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick,  470.  Was  a  Dukedom,  47 1 .  Tamworth,  its  fitua- 
tion,  ibid.  Caftle,  fchool,  Sec.  472.  Birmingham,  its 
manufactures,  antiquity,  churches,  Sec.  ibid.  Stratford 
upon  Avon,  its  trade  and  corporation,  473.  The  church, 
its  antiquity,  remarkable  for  the  burial  place  of  the  Poet 
Shakefpeare,  defeription  of  the  Jubilee,  kept  by  David 
Garrick,  plq;  in  honour  of  that  immortal  Bard,  ibid. 

Government* 


THIRD  VOLUME. 

Government,  474.  Aulcefter,  a  Roman  ftation,  476. 
Kington,  Edge-hi'll,  Vale  of  Red-horfe,  477.  Atherftone, 
remarkable  for  its  cheefe  fair,  ibid.  Nuneaton,  its  manu¬ 
facture,  ibid.  Henley,  478.  Bidford,  Colefhi  11,  Paternof- 
ter-land  defcribed,  ibid.  Rugby,  Southam,  ibid.  Sutton, 
its  corporation,  public  buildings,  and  fchool,  479.  Soly- 
hill,  Alton,  ibid.  Ballhall,  480J  Kinglbury,  Manceter, 
its  name  and  antiquity,  ibid.  Polefworth,  its  fchool,  ibid. 
Sekindon,  Water-Orton,  Chellerton,  Ccmpton-Long,Comp- 
ton  in  the  Vale,  Halford,  Ratley,  481.  Natural  curiolities, 
ibid.  Barford  on  the  Avon,  remarkable  for  the  birth  of 
Samuel  Fairfax,  482.  Knightlow  Crofs,  a  remarkable 
cullpm,  ibtd.  Seats  of  the  nobility,  &c.  ibid. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland. 

Name,  bounds,  divilion,  air,  foil,  483.  Mountains,  produce, 
rivers,  fprings,  484.  Government,  civil,  ecclefiaftical  and 
military,  485.  Market  tovjns.  Sec.  Appleby,  its  lituation, 
&c.  ibid.  Kendal,  its  antiquity,  government,  public  build¬ 
ings,  fr'ee-fchool,  ibid.  Kirkby  Lonfdaie,  487.  Kirk- 
ky  -Steven,  ibid.  Amblelide,  its  manufacture,  488.  Erough, 
its  lituation,  ibid-  Burton,  Orton,  Shap,  Milthorp, 
Wheip-caftle,  ibid.  Kirby  Thore,  Brooms,  Crackenthorp, 
its  antiquities,  489. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Wilts. 

Name,  boundaries,  air,  foil,  produce,  rivers,  490.  Go¬ 
vernment,  civil,  ecclefiaftical  and  military,  491.  Salif- 
bury  city,  its  lituation,  antiquity,  cathedral,  public  build¬ 
ings,  government,  manufactures.  Sec.  492.  Old  Sarum, 
its  antiquity,  &c.  Wilton,  its  antiquity,  &c.  494. 

Wilton-houfe  defcribed,  495.  Downton,  Hindon,  its  trade, 
&c.  496.  Keitlbury,  ibid.  Weftbury,  its  manufacture, 
&c.  ibid.  Caine,  497.  Devizes,  its  trade,  &c.  ibid. 
Chippenham,  its  corporation,  &c.  498.  Malmfbury,  its 
antiquity  and  abbey,  ibid.  Great  Bedwin,  Crickiade, 
ibid  Luggerfhall,  500.  Wotton,  Ballet,  ibid.  Marl¬ 
borough,  its  caftle,  Sec.  ibid.  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
account  of  his  life,  501.  Trowbridge,  Bradford,  Colhanx 
Highworth,  503  Auburn,  504.  Lavington,  Weft- 

Lavington,  JVJaiden-Bradley,  Longleat,  Mere,  War- 
minfter,  ibid.  Clayhill,  595.  Salifbury  Plain,  defcribed, 
ibid.  '  Clarendon  Park,  506.  Farley,  ibid.  Stone  henge, 
defcribed,  ibid.  Amberlbury,  510.  Wandyke,  a  wonder¬ 
ful  ditch  thrown  up  by  the  Weft  Saxons,  ibid.  Savernake 
•  Foreft,  ibid.  Swinden,  ibid. 

The  Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  Worcester. 
Name,  fituation,  divilion,  air,  and  foil,  rivers,  produce.  Sec. 
55  J.  Manufactures,  government,  civil,  ecclefiaftical,  and 

military. 
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military,  512.  Worcefter  city,  its  foundation,  calamities* 
cathedral  and  other  churches,  trade  and  government,  513. 
Droitwich,  its  fait  works  defcribed,  &c.  5x4.  Eveffiam,  its 
public  buildings,  &c.  517.  Bewdley,  its  trade,  5x8. 
Kidderminfter,  its- manufactures,  &c.  ibid.  Stourbridge,  its 
manufactures,  519.  Old  Swinford  fchool,  ibid.  Bromf- 
grove,  520.  Perihore,  Upton,  Tenbury,  ibid.  Dudley, 
ibid.  Shipton,  Aleiborough,  521.  Seats  of  the  nobility, 
&c.  ibid. 

Prefent  State  of  the  County  of  York. 

Its  name,  bounds,  circumference,  and  divifion,  522.  Air, 
foil,  produce,  government,  reprefentatives,  523. 

Of  the  West  Riding. 

Its  fituation,  523.  Soil,  rivers,  and  mineral  waters,  524. 
Its  character  and  divifion,  526.  York  City,  its  name, 
fituation  and  antiquity,  ibid.  The  Minfter  defcribed,  527. 
The  caftle,  bridge,  gates,  market-houfe  and  government, 
gives  title  of  Duke,  &c,  529.  Market  towns,  ICnarefbo- 
rough,  ibid.  Rippon,  its  fpur  manufacture,  &c.  531.  Bur- 
rowbrig,  532.  PontefraCt,  its  caftle  defcribed,  Cha¬ 
rities,  &c.  ibid.  Sheffield,  its  churches,  manufactures  and 
corporation,  534.  Rotheram,  535.  Doncafter,  its  trade. 
Sec.  ibid.  Tickhill,  Bawtre  and  Barnfley,  5  36.  Wakefield, 
its  cloth  manufacture,  537.  Huthersfield,  Snaith,  ibid. 
Halifax,  its  name,  manufactures,  &c.  538.  Halifax  law 
defcribed,  539.  Hell,  Hull,  and  Halifax,  explained,  ibid. 
Leeds,  its  buildings  and  charities,  540.  Its  cloth  market, 
541.  Bradford  and  Aberforth,  ibid.  Sherburne,  ^Selby, 
and  Tadcafter,  542.  Weatherby,  Skipton,  Ripley,  and 
Almonbury,  543.  Medley,  544,  Berwick  in  Elmet, 
Fagerbourn,  Huddlefton  and  Ledfham,  ibid.  Ledftone,  Al- 
borough,  Primchale,  545.  Spaft'ord,  Wichley,  Beefton, 
Bradley,  its  manufacture,  &c.  ibid.  Hunfleet,  ibid.  Re¬ 
markable  Villages,  & c.  Robin-hood’s,  Sepulchre  and  Epitaph, 
546.  Middle,  Ferrybridge,  Hemfworth,  Otley,  Burgodu- 
num,  Bingley,  Bramby,  Ilkeby,  Kigley,  Kirkftall,  Offin- 
thorp,  Burton  Grange,  Slaidbourn,  Worlborough,  Anec¬ 
dote  of  Dr.  Obadiah  Walker,  Gifborn,  Settle,  Bolton,  Gig- 
lefwick,  Hellifield  Pele,  Stainborough,  Thornton,  Wad- 
dington,  Thorn,  Arkfey,  Coningftmrgh,  Drax,  Hatfield, 
Lindham,  Temple-borough,  Wentworth,  and  Wheatley, 
546,  &c. 

Of  the  East  Riding. 

Its  name,  fituation,  bounds,  divifion,  air,  foil,  produce,  and 
rivers,  551  Medicinal  fpring,  &c  552.  Market  towns,  Sc c. 
Beverley,  its  churches,  553.  The  Minfter  defcribed,  ibid. 
The  Hulgarth,  Free-fchool,  corporation,  trade.  &c.  554. 

Hull, 
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Hull,  its  churches,  the  trinity-houfe,  and  other  charities, 
555.  Its  trade,  &c.  557.  Headon,  Howden,  Weighton, 
558.  Patrington,  Hornfey,  Bridlington,  559.  Other  re¬ 
markable  places.  Flamborough-head,  Driffield,  Lecking. 
held,  Settrington,  Kilham,  Hunmanby,  Flixton,  Twenge, 
Grimfton,  Spurn  head,  Frodlingham,  Pockjington  and 
Cottingham,  559,  &c. 

Of  the  North  Riding. 

Name,  extent,  bounds,  divifion  and  character,  561.  Air,  foil, 
562.  Richmondlhire  defcribed,  ibid.  Wenefelydale,  ibid. 
Swaledale,  563.  Filhery,  rivers,  and  medicinal  fprings, 
ibid.  Market  towns,  &c.  Scarborough,  its  lituation,  fea-port, 
fifhery  and  wells,  See.  565.  Malton,  5 66.  Thurlke,  ibid. 
Northallerton  and  Standard-hill,  567.  Richmond,  its 
manufacture,  corporation,  &c.  568.  Whitby,  originally 
Oppidum  Album,  a  fea-port,  569.  Cleveland,  ibid.  Gif- 
borough.  its  remarkable Situation,  ibid.  Pickering,  Yarum, 
Stokefley  and  Bedall,  570.  Eafingwould,  Malham,  Mid- 
dleham,  Alkrig,  its  charities,  571.  Other  remarkable  places. 
Bowes,  Greatabridge,  Maiden  caftle,  Malke,  Stanemore, 
Catarick,  Bolton,  noted  for  the  nativity  of  Henry  Jenkins, 
Kirkletham,  Ounlberry,  Skelton,  Seamer,  Hemfley,  Hoven- 
ingham,  Kirby-Moorfide,  &£.  Principal  feats  in  the 
County,  571,  Sec. 

The  Prefent  State  of  the  Principality  of  WALES. 

Origin,  name,  boundaries,  divifion,  extent,  575.  Character 
of  the  Welch,  their  language,  religion,  577.  Its  produce 
and  manufacture,  ibid.  Rivers,  578.  United  to  England, 
ibid.  Its  divifion  into  twelve  Ihires,  and  government,  ibid. 
Seffions  and  fittings,  officers,  &c.  580. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Of  the  County  of  Anglesea. 

Extent,  air,  foil,  rivers,  and  divifion,  583.  Beaumaris,  its 
name  and  fituation.  584.  Newburgh,  LJanderchy-mead, 
Tre’rDruw,  and Tre’r  Beirdh,  585. 

Of  the  County  of  Caernarvon. 

Name,  extent,  bounds,  air,  foil,  rivers,  produce,  divifion, 
585.  Bangor  city,  a  bilhops  fee,  586.  Aberconway,  ibid. 
Caernarvon,  its  corporation,  &c.  587.  Pulhely,  ibid. 

Crickieth,  Newin,  588.  Antiquities  now  exilting,  ibid. 
Curiofities,  589.  The  Pen-maenmawr  and  Glyder,  ibid. 

Of  the  County  of  Denbigh. 

Name,  bounds,  air,  foil,  rivers,  produce,  manufactures,  divi¬ 
fion,  &c.  589.  Denbigh,  590  Ruthyn,  591.  Wrexham, 
jts  flannel  manufactures  and  antiquities,  ibid. 
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OT  the  County  of  Flint. 

Name,  extent,  bounds,  air,  foil,  produce,  divifion,  592.  City 
of  St.  Afaph,  a  Bilhop’s  fee,  593.  Caerwyth,  Flint,  and 
Holywell,  ibid.  St.  Winifred’s  well  defcribed,  ibid. 

Of  the  County  of  Merioneth. 

Extent,  bpunds,  air,  foil,  inhabitants,  rivers,  594.  Govern¬ 
ment  and  divifion,  596.  Bala,  Dinafmouthy,  Dolegelly, 
its  cotton  manufacture,  and  Harleigh,  a  remarkable  fiery 
exhalation,  596. 

Of  the  County  of  Montgomery. 

Name,  extent,  bounds,  air,  foil,  produce,  rivers,  government, 
&c.  597.  Llanydlos,  Llanvylliny,  598.  Mackynleth,  599. 
Montgomery,  its  corporation,  &c.  ibid.  Welch-Pool,  its 
flannel  manufacture,  Powis-cafile,  Newn,  600. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Of  the  County  of  Brecknock. 

Name,  extent,  bounds,  air,  foil,  produce  and  rivers,  600. 
Government  and  divifion,  601.  Bealt,  its  flocking  manu¬ 
facture,  Brecknock,  its  woollen  manufacture,  &c.  ibid. 
Crickhowel  and  Hay,  602. 

Of  the  County  of  Cardigan. 

Name,  extent,  bounds,  air,  foil  and  rivers,  602.  Govern¬ 
ment  and  divifion,  603.  A.beriftwyth,  Cardigan,  ibid. 
Llanbadarnvawr,  Llanbedor,  Tregarron,  Llannarth,  604. 
Curiofities,  605. 

Of  the  County  of  CaermaRTHEn. 

Name,  extent,  bounds,  air,  foil,  produce,  and  rivers,  605. 
Government  and  divifion,  606.  Caermarthen,  its  trade, 
navigation,  &c.  ibid.  Kidwelly,  Llandilovawr,  Llanelly, 
its  trade/ Llaugharn,  a  fea-port,  Llanymdovry,  Llangadoc, 
and  Newcaftle,  607.  Curiofities,  608. 

Ot  the  County  of  Pembroke. 

Name,  bounds,  air,  foil  and  rivers,  &c.  609.  St.  Davids,  ibid. 
Fifkard,  Haverford- welt,  610  Kilgarron,  Newport,  61 1. 
Nevern,  Pembroke,  612.  Milford-haven,  613.  Dale- 
harbour,  ibid.  Penermouth,  Nayland,  Laurenny,  614. 
Tenby,  ibid.  Caldey  liland,  ibid.  Manorbeer.  and  Carrevv 
tallies,  615.  Narbarth,  Lligeiden-caftle  and  Wilton,  ibid. 

Of  the  County  of  Glamorgan. 

Name,  bounds,  extent,  rivers,  foil,  produce,  &c  615.  City 
of  Landaff,  616.  Cardiff,  617.  Cowbridge,  Neath, 
Penrice,  Swanfea,  and  Caeiphilly-caftle,  a  noble  piece  of 
architecture,  618. 

Of  the  County  of  Radnorshire. 

Name,  bounds,  extent,  rivers,  61 8.  Mineral  waters,  air,  &c. 
619.  Radnor,  Old  Radnor  and  Pains-caftle,  6z  1.  Prefteign 
and  Knighton,  622. 
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FOURTH  VOLUME. 

Of  the  Kingdom  of  SCOTLAND. 

Its  fituation,  bounds,  antiquity,  character,  conftitution,  i. 
The  power  of  the  King  in  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  affairs, 
7.  In  the  militia,  in  regard  to  trade,  and  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  8.  The  parliament,  ibid.  Barons,  peers,  and 
borough  members,  9.  Parliament  refign  their  privileges, 
10.  Convention,  ibid.  The  fupreme  authority  of  the 
nation,  11.  Lift  of  bilhopricks  and  fhires,  ibid.  Lift  of 
boroughs,  12.  Election  of  peers,  ibid.  The  ele&ors,  15. 
Qualifications  for  a  knight  of  the  fhire,  16.  Difqualifica- 
tions,  17.  Form  of  ele&ion,  18.  Eledion  for  burghs,  22. 
Government,  in  whom,  26.  Officers  of  Rate,  ibid.  The 
privy  council,  its  power,  27.  College  of  juftice,  or  the 
feffions,  28.  Outer  and  inner  houfes,  30.  Their  officers, 
ibid.  Committee  for  churches,  31.  Law  of  Scotland,  ibid. 
Its  public  Regifter,  ibid.  The  Jufticiary  or  juftice  court,  32. 
Exchequer,  34.  Its  Barons  and  officers,  ibid.  Officers  of 
the  chancery,  privy  feal,  and  lord  clerk  regifter,  35.  The 
faculty  of  advocates,  36.  Writers  to  the  fignet  and  regali¬ 
ties,  ibid.  Government  of  fhires,  ibid.  Burghers,  37. 
Lift  of  the  royal  Burghs  of  Scotland,  38.  Court  of  regali¬ 
ties,  ibid.  Burghs  of  regalities,  39.  Baron  courts,  ibid. 
Ecclejiajiical  conftitution.  Epifcopal  churches,  and  religious 
houfes,  ibid.  Diffolved,  40.  Prefbyteries,  Synods,  general 
affembly,  ibid.  Church  officers,  42.  Kirk  ieflion,  44.  A 
Prefbyter,  Provincial  Synod,  ibid.  Number  of  parifhes,  ibid. 
Prefbyteries,  &c.  45.  Commiffariot  court,  46.  Military 
Government.  Garrifon,  47.  The  admiralty,  48.  Its  court, 
ibid.  Officers,  49.  Hereditary  admiralties,  ibid.  Articles 
of  union,  50.  Succeffion  fettled,  ibid.  The  preamble  to 
'  the  articles,  67.  Abolition  of  heretable  jurifdidions,  68. 
Arms  of  Scotland,  <69.  Order  of  St.  Andrew,  ibid.  Officers 
under  the  crown,  70.  Officers  of  the  houfhold,  and  the 
Kings  works,  71.  The  Mint,  ibid.  General  poft-office, 
ibid.  Officers  of  ftamp  duties,  72.  Excife  and  cuftoms, 
ibid.  Officers  of  the  fait  duty,  75.  Its  revenues,  76,  The 
Heralds  office  and  officers,  ibid. 

DefcriptioH 
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Defcription  of  Scotland. 

Its  foil,  and  remarkable  mountains,  78.  Length  of  days,  79. 
Produce,  timber,  fruits,  *rc.  ibid.  Black  cattle,  Cneep,  wool* 
butter  and  cheefe,  81.  Goats,  deer,  hogs,  fowl,  &c.  82. 
Mines,  ibid.  Piihery,  S3.  Bays,  84.  Manufactures,  ibid. 
Trade  and  commerce,  86.  Its  Bank,  87.  Weights  and 
meafures,  88.  Manner  of  keeping  accounts,  89.  Seas 
and  tides,  ibid •  Rivers,  91.  Lakes,  and  fprings,  93. 

Divi&on,  95.  Edinburghihire,  97.  City  of  Edinburgh,  ibid. 
Foundation  and  contents,  ibid.  Situation  and  gates,  99. 
Government,  civil  and  military,  ibid.  The  caitle,  Holy- 
rood-houfe,  and  the  parliament  honfe  defcribed,  ibid . 
Courts  of  Judicature,  University  and  other  public  build¬ 
ings,  1 01 .  Leith,  1 05.  MuSeiburgh  and  Dalkeith,  ibid. 
Noblemens  feats,  104. 

The  prelent  Stats  of  the  Shire  of  Haddington  in 

Eaft  Lothian. 

Its  boundaries  and  produce,  ica.  Haddington  and  Dunbar, 
ibid.  Other  towns,  105.  Noblemens  feats,  ibid.  Iflanas 
on  the  coait  of  this  county,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  Shire  of  Berwick. 
Boundaries,  lituadon,  division,  Sec  icy.  Lammermoor,  106 
Lauder,  Lauderdale,  ibid.  Principal  towns,  ibid.  Duns, 
and  Eymoath,  ibid.  Colditream,  Greenlaw,  Eyton,  Cock- 
burn-path,  107.  Ancient  families,  ibid.  Noblemens 

feat: ,  .Did. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  Shire  of  Rox  boroug  h. 

R oxboroughfrdre,  its  divjdon,  108.  Tedburgh,  Relfo, 
Hawick,  ibid.  Liddifaale  and  Efkdale,  ibid. 

The  p-efent  State  of  Selkirkshire. 
Selkirkfhire,  or  Elrick-forefi,  108.  Selkirk  and  Gallofhiels, 
109.  Its  principal  feats,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Peebles  or  Tweedale. 
Tweedaie,  its  bounds  and  extent,  109.  Peebles,  ibid . 
Wed:- water-lake,  ibid.  Air  and  produce,  ibid.  Merlin’s 
Sepulchre,  no.  Principal  feats,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Lanerh,  in  the  County  of  Clydsdale. 
Clydfdale,  no.  Its  divifion,  extent  and  produce,  ibid. 
Lanerfc,  ibid.  Glafgcw,  hi.  Its  fituation,  ibid.  The 
Tal booth,  church,  cafdr.  and  other  public  buildings  de¬ 
fer:  tel,  ibid.  The  uni  verb  ty,  112.  Government,  ibid. 
Hamilton,  Ruglen  and  Douglas,  ibid.  Crawford  Lindfey, 
113.  Antiquities,  and  principal  feats,  ibid. 
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Of  the  Shire  of  Dumfries. 

Its  name,  extent,  divifton,  i  13.  Sanquhar,  Dumfries,  Holy- 
wood,  ibid.  Locher,  114.  Drumlanrick,  ibid.  Annan- 
dale,  ibid.  Anwood,  Moffet,  its  medicinal  fprings,  ibid. 
Principal  feats,  115. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Wigtown. 

Galloway,  its  name,  bounds,  extent,  115.  Soil  and  produce, 
ibid.  Rivers,  lakes,  116.  Prelbyteries,  ibid.  The  Rins, 
Sea-ports,  towns  and  feats,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Air. 

Carrick,  1 1 7.  May  bole,  Kyle,  the  river  Dun,  ibid.  Air, 
ibid.  Rivers,  ibid.  Treachery  of  K.  Edward  I.  defcribed, 

1 1 8.  Cunningham,  Irwin,  ibid.  Kilmarnock,  1 19.  Seats, 
ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Dumbarton,  and  the  County  of  Lenox. 

Lenox,  119.  Its  bounds,  extent,  foil  and  produce,  ibid. 
Lochlomond,  1 20.  Its  ifies,  ibid.  Dumbarton,  its  caftle 
and  rock  defcribed,  ibid.  The  Roman  Mull,  121.  Seats, 
ibid. 

Of  the  Shires  of  Bute  and  Caithness. 

Bute,  its  name,  fituation,  and  produce,  121.  Rothfay,  ibid. 
J He  of  Arran,  ibid.  Extent,  rivers  and  produce,  ibid. 
Caithnefs,  122.  Bounds,  foil,  and  condition,  ibid.  Wick 
andThurfo,  ibid- 

Of  the  Shire  of  Renfrew. 

Renfrew,  122.  Bounds,  extent,  foil  and  air,  ibid.  Paifley, 
123.  Newyards,  ibid.  Seats,  Gourock-caftle,  &c.  ibid. 

Of  Stirling-Shire. 

Stirlinglhire,  its  bounds,  J23.  Stirling-town,  124.  Its 
antiquity  and  public  buildings,  ibid.  Rivers,  ibid.  Seats, 
125. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Lintithgow,  or  the  County  of  Weft 

Lothian. 

Weft  Lothian,  125.  Linlithgow,  its  royal  palace  and  other 
buildings  defcribed,  ibid.  Burrowftonefs,  and  Queens- 
Ferry,  ibid.  Torficher,  126.  Arthur’s  Oven,  Abercon, 
Seats,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Perth. 

Its  name  and  extent,  126.  Perth,  ibid.  Dunkeld,  127. 
Dunblain,  ibid.  Scoon,  marble  Chair,  the  Prophecy,  com¬ 
pletion  of  it,  ibid.  Errol,  128  Strathern,  ibid.  Tulli. 
bardin  and,  Drummond  Caftles,  ibid.  Monteith,  Braidal- 
bin,  and  Albany,  ibid.  Culrofs,  Tay,  and  principal  Seats, 
J29. 
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Of  the  Shire  of  Kincardin  and  County  of  Merns. 

Merns,  its  extent  and  boundaries,  129.  Stonehyve,  Inner- 
bereg,  and  Fordan,  ibid.  Seats,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Aberdeen. 

Its  extent  and  boundaries,  130.  Aberdeen,  its  Univerfity 
defcribed,  ibid.  New  Aberdeen,  13 1.  Its  fituation  and 
public  buildings,  ibid,  its  Univerfity,  132.  Manufac¬ 
tures,  ibid.  Noblemens  feats,  ibid.  Peterhead,  ibid* 
Strathbogy,  133.  Petrefying  fprings,  Turrof,  and  Crc- 
m  ar,  ibid . 

Of  the  Shire  of  Inverness. 

Invernefs,  its  iituation  and  buildings,  133.  Trade  and  forti¬ 
fications,  134.  Badenoch,  Lochabar,  noted  for  the  birth 
of  Bancho,  who  was  murdered  by  Macbeth,  ibid,  lnver- 
lochy,  Fort  William,  135. 

Of  the  Shires  of  Cromarty  and  Nairn. 

Cromarty,  135.  Its  bay,  ibid.  Connel,  Nairn,  ibid. 

Of  Argyleshire. 

Its  fituation  and  boundaries,  135.  Argyle,  136.  Kintoire, 
Campbel-town,  Knapdale,  ibid.  Lochfyn,  defcription  of 
the  coafc,  ibid.  Lorn,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  and  County  of  Fife. 

Its  name,  137.  Macduff’s  Crofs,  ibid.  Extent  and  foil,  ibid. 
Rivers  and  harbours,  138.  Dumfermlin,  ibid.  St.  An¬ 
drews,  its  fituation  and  public  buildings  defcribed,  139. 
Brunt  Ifland,  140.  Kinghorn,  Kirkaldy,  Dyfert,  ibid. 
Principal  feats,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Forfar. 

Its  extent,  and  produce,  141.  Dundee,  ibid.  Its  buildings 
and  trade,  ibid.  Brockty  Craig,  ibid.  Brechin,  142. 
Montrofs,  Aberbrothock,  and  feats,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shire  of  Bamff. 

Its  extent,  142.  Bamff  and  Boyne,  ibid.  Frazerburgh,  Strath- 
fpey,  Enzie,  143.  ,  Strathawin,  Balvery,  ibid.  Diftridt 
of  Kircudbright,  its  extent  -and  town,  ibid .  New  Gal¬ 
loway,  ibid. 

Of  Sutherlandfhire,  or  the  Shire  of  Dornoch. 

Dornoch,  144.  Boundaries  and  produce,  ibid.  Air  and  foil, 
ibid.  Diftridt  of  Strathnaver,  its  extent,  ibid.  Trade5 
145.  Berwe  and  Young,  Lakes,  ibid. 

Of  the  Shires  of  Clackmannan  and  Kinross. 

Clackmannan,  its  boundaries  and  produce,  145.  Alloa,  its 
fituation  and  trade,  ibid.  Kinrofs,  its  caftle,  146. 

Of 
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Of  the  Sbi're  of  Ross* 

Its  fituation  and  produce,  146.  Kintail,  GRnelchey,  Loch- 
ew,  Loch  brien,  147.  Chanory  ofRofs,  Beaulieu,  Ding- 
wal,  Caftle  Foivlis,  Tayn,  ibid.  Seats,  148. 

Of  Eglinfhire,  or  County  of  Murray. 

Murray,  its  boundaries  and  foil,  148.  Rivers,  ibid,  Forrefs, 
149.  Elgin,  the  Brae  of  Murray,  Strath-herin  and  Loch- 
moy,  ibid.  Seats,  150. 

Of  the  Islands  of  Scotland. 

Their  divifion,  150. 

Of  the  Weftern  Iflands. 

Ailfa,  Cumbra  the  greater  and  leffer,  Flada,  Mernoch,  150. 
Avons,  Gigaia,  Cary,  Jura,  Scarba,  and  lla,  15 1.  Colonfa 
and  Oronfa,  Dowhirta,  Mull  and  Lifmore,  152.  St.  Co¬ 
lumbus,  or  Jona,  its  antiquity  and  buildings,  Tyre-iy, 
153.  Kerniberg,  Cal1,  Rum,  Canney,  Muck,  154.  Egg 
and  Skye  Iflands  defcribed,  155,  Sota-Britil,  Sculpa, 
Raarlay,  Rona,  156.  Altvig,  Fladda,  Vaterfa,  ibid.  Barra, 
Kifmul,  Southvift  and  Benbecula,  157.  Northvift,  Borera, 
Lingay,  Lewis,  158.  Defeription  of  a  Druid  Temple,  159. 
Garva,  Ifle  of  Pigmies,  and  Rona,  160.  Soulilker,  Har¬ 
ries,  Bernera,  Pabbay  and  Sellay,  16 1.  St.  Kilda,  Soa, 
Borera,  162. 

Of  the  Northern  Iflands,  or  the  Orkneys. 

Orkney  Iflands,  their  fituation,  163.  South  Ran alfa,  Swinna,’ 
Wayes  and  Hoy,  ibid.  Burra,  Flotta  and  Pomona,  164. 
Kirkwall,  Coppinlha,  Shapinflia,  Stronfa,  Papa  Stronfat 
Sanda,  165.  Eda,  Darnfey,  Roufa,  Eglilha,  North  Fara. 
South  Fara,  Weftra,  Papa  Weftra,  166.  Remarks  on  the 
people,  trade,  & c.  ibid. 

Shetland  Islands. 

Hies  of  Shetland,  their  fltuation,  168.  Fair  Ifle,  Shetland, 
Main  Land,  ibid.  Remarks  on  the  people,  &c.  ibid.  Pifts 
Houfes,  Zell  or  Yell,  169.  Vuift,  Frouday,  Walfey,  Great 
Rule,  Foula,  Brafla,  Burray,  May,  ibid.  Inchkeith,  170. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  Kingdom  of  IRELAND. 

Name,  fituation,  extent,  climate,  171.  Soil,  Bogs,  Loughs, 
173.  Lough  Lane,  174.  Innisfallen  Ifland  defcribed, 
176.  Rabbit  Ifland,  177.  Mucrufs,  180.  Lough  Neah, 

181.  Lough  Ree,  Lough  Derg  or  Derk,  Lough  Cerrib, 

182.  Rivers,  ibid.  The  Shannon  defcribed,  184.  Wa¬ 

terford- Haven,  Calingford-Haven,  Carrickfergus  bay,  185. 
Lough  Swilly,  Killybegs,  Galway- Haven,  186.  Smerwick, 
Kilmare  bay,  Bantry  bay,  187.  Dunmanus-bay,  Baltimore - 
bay,  188.  Glandore,  Kinfale-Haven,  Cork-Haven,  189. 
The  Mountains,  Capes,  Head-lands,  or  Promontaries,  189. 
VOL.  I.  c  Woods 
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Woods  and  Mines,  192.  Its  produce,  manufaRure  and 
traffic,  19-5.  Of  the  perfons,  habits,  genius,  temper  and 
manners  of  the  Irifh,  195.  Of  the  language  and  learning 
of  the  Irifh,  and  of  their  univerfitv  and  fchools,  199.  Of 
their  religion,  202.  Of  the  cor.flitution,  government  and 
laws,  204.  Strength  arms,  209.  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
ibid.  Peers,  209  Commons,  214.  Government,  and  court 
of  chancery,  ibid.  Courts  of  King’s-bench,  Common- 
pleas  and  Exchquer,  215, 

A  Topographical  Survey  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland. 
Divifich,  Provinces,  216. 

Of  the  Province  of  Leinster. 
Bounds,extent.chara£fer,&c.  216.  Counties, Louth,Pafl:-meath, 
Weil-meath,  Longford,  Dublin,  Kildare,  King’s-county, 
Queens-county,  Wicklow,  Carlow,  Wexford,  and  Kilkenny, 

1 1 7  Countyofl.outh, Drogheda, Dundalk, Carlingford,Ather- 
dee,  Louth,  ibid.  Eaft  meath.  Trim,  Athboy,  Kells,  Duleck, 
Navan,  Ratoth,  and  Ardbraccan,  ibid.—  Weft-meath, 
Mollinger,  Foore  and  Kilbegan,  228. — Longford,  town  of 
Longford,  Ardagh,  Lanefborough,  and  St.  John’s-town,  ibid. 
Dublin  County,  the  City  of  Dublin,  219.  Its  caftle,  parilh 
churches,  &c.  220.  Trinity  College,  College  Green,  221. 
Parliament  houfe,  exchange,  bridges,  St.  Stephens  Green, 

222.  City  Bafon,  government,  corporations  and  hofpitals, 

223.  The  barracks,  cuilcm-houfe,  linnen-hall,  226. 
Swords,  Newcaille,  Glendelach,  ibid.  Kildare,  Town  of 
Kildare,  Naas,  Carbury,  Athy  and  Harryftown,  227. 
Kings  county,  Philipflown,  Bunalin  and  Bir,  ibid.  Queens 
county,  Mariburow,  Port  Arlington,  Bullinekill,  227. 
County  of  Wicklow,  Wicklow  town,  Bleffington,  Bantin- 
glafs,  Arcklow  and  Carey’s  Fort.  228.  County  of  Car- 
low,  Caierlagh,  Loughlen,  ibid.  Bagnal,  229.  County  of 
Wexford,  Wexford  town,  Ferns,  Inifhcorthy,  Rofs,  Dun- 
cannon,  Taghmon  and  Clamine,  ibid.  County  of  Kilken¬ 
ny,  230.  City  of  Kilkenny,  Thomas  Town,  Gowran, 
Callen,  Kells,  Inifhleige,  Knoektopher,  and  St.  Caniee, 
ibid , 

Of  the  Province  of  Ulster. 

Its  boundaries,  rivers,  fruitfulnefs,  divifion,  230.  Counties, 
Donnegal  or  Tyrconnel,  Londonderry,  At. trim,  Tyrone, 
Fermanagh.  Armagh,  Down,  Monaghan,  and  Cavan,  231. 
County  of  Donegal,  ibid.  Donegal  town^  St.  John’s  town, 
Lifford,  Kilbeg,  Ballilhannon,  232  County  of  Londonderry, 
Derr)-  arid  Coleraine, Lamnevady,  Lumber,  Tome,  233. 
County  of  Antrim,  town  of  Antrim,  Connor,  Carrickfergus, 
Belfaft  and  Lilhurn,  ibid.  County  of  Tyrone,  Clog- 
her,  Dungannon,  Straban,  Omagh.  Agher,  and  Mcuntjoy, 
ibid.  County  of  Fermanagh,  ibid.  Enilkilling,  Crome, 
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Tarmon  and  Tully  caftles,  Ballack,  235.  County  of 
Armagh,  Armagh,  Surgan  and  Charlemont,  ibid. 
County  of  Downe,  Downe,  Rofs  Trever,  Rathery- 
land,  Killogh,  Inch  Ifland,  Strangford,  Donaghadee,  Bangor, 
Newton,  Hillflborough,  Rillileagh  and  Newry,  236.  Dro- 
more,  Ballynahinch,  Maralin,  Waringftown  and  Gilford,- 
ibid.  County  of  Monaghan,  Monaghan  town,  237. 
County  of  Cavan,  Cavan  town,  ibid.  Belturbet  and  Kil- 
more,  238. 

Of  the  Province  of  Munster. 

Boundaries,  fituation,  rivers,  produce,  and  contents,  238. 
Divifion,  238.  Counties,  Cork,  Waterford,  Tipperary, 
Limerick,  Kerry,  and  Clare,  239.  County  of  Cork,  Cork 
city,  Cloyne,  Rofs,  Kingfale,  Cape  Clear,  Youg- 
hall,  Charleville,  Mallo,  Ballicora,  Bandon-Bridge,  Balti¬ 
more,  239.  County  of  Waterford,  Waterford  city.  Lifmore, 
Dungarvan  and  'lallagh,  241.  County  of  Tipperary,  Cafhel, 
Elmy,  town  of  Tipperary,  Clonmell,  Carrick,  Thurles, 
and  Fethard,  242.  county  of  Limerick,  Limerick  city, 
Afkerton,  Kilmalock,  243.  County  of  Kerry,  ibid ,  Tralee, 
Ardfert,  Aghadoe,  Dingle,  Caftlemain,  244. 

Of  the  Province  of  Connaught. 

Boundaries,  extent,  produce,  divifion,  244  Counties,  Galway, 
Leitrim,  Mayo,  Rofcommon,  Sligo,  Clare  or  Ihomond, 
245.  County  of  Galway,  Galway  city,  ibid.  Eyre’s  court, 
'I  uam,  Clonefert,  Athenry,  245.  County  of  L.etrim, 
Letrim,  Carrick  Drumrafh,  James  town,  ibid.  County 
of  Mayo,  ibid.  County  of  Rofcommon,  Elphin,  Athlone, 
Rofcommon,  Boyle,  'i  ullk,  ibid.  County  of  Sligo, 
Sligo,  Achonry,  ibid.  Caltle  Connor,  247.  County  of 
Clare,  or  Thomond,  248. 

Of  the  Islands  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland. 

Iflands  Eafcerri,  248.  South-Weft,  Northern,  249. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  feverai  Islands  on  the 
Coaft  of  ENGLAND. 

Of  the  file  of  Man. 

Situation,  extent,  ancient  name,  revolutions  250.  Granted 
to  Sir  John  Stanley,  the  Conftitution  fettled  by  an  Act  5, 
Geo.  III.  the  Preamble,  251.  Duties  fettled,  258.  Goods 
allowed  to  be  imported,  259.  Bounties  on  the  herring- 
filhery,  263.  Bounties  on  the  hnnen  manufacture,  264. 
Primitive  government,  266.  Kings,  z$y.  Form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  268.  The  Lieutenant’s  power,  ibid.  The  Re¬ 
ceiver  general,  Comptroller,  Water-bailiffs,  Attorney- 
general,  Deemlters,  Keys,  Coroners,  Moars,  269.  Reli, 
gion,  ibid.  Proceeding  in  courts,  laws,  27Q.  Soil,  ibid. 
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Quarries,  mir.es,  rivers,  271.  Air,  live  flock,  eagles.  272. 
The  Calf  of  Man,  ibid  Herring-fifhery,  ibid.  Inhab  tants, 
language,  drefs,  building,  manufactures,  trade  and  ports, 
273.  The  manner  of  eleftmg  the  Queen  of  the  Ma /,  274. 
Cuflom  of  keeping  of  Chriitmas,  ibid.  Exercife  of  fh  oting, 
275.  Market  towns,  Caftle-town,  its  caltle  and  bui  ings, 
ibid.  Douglas,  276.  Peel,  Peel-caMe,  its  cathedral, 
Eifhop’s  palace  and  prifon,  277.  Ramfey  and  Ballafalli, 
277. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  Ifles  of  Jersey,  Guernsey, 
Alderney  and  Sarke. 

General  obfervations,  278. 

Of  the  Ifiand  of  Jersey. 

Its  name,  278.  Situation,  279.  St.  Helier,  its  market,  28  r. 
St.  Aubin,  ibid.  Value  of  eflates,  number  of  fouls,  lan¬ 
guage,  government,  revenue,  282.  The  governor,  muitia, 
Mount  Orgueil,  283.  Civil  government.  Privileges,  eccle- 
fiaftical  ilate,  churches,  285. 

Of  the  Ifiand  of  Guernsey. 

Its  fituation  and  foil,  286.  Harbour,  287.  Manufactures,/^. 
Government,  288. 

Of  the  Ifiand  of  Alderney. 

Its  fituation,  extent,  air,  foil  and  government,  289.  The 
town,  ibid. 

Of  the  Ifiand  of  Sarke. 

Its  extent,  fituation,  air,  foil  and  produce,  290.  Government 
and  trade,  292.  Herm,  Jythow  and  Lihou  iflands,  Baneg  la 
Chole,  ibid. 

The  prefent  State  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in 
A  M  E  R  I  C  A. 

America,  its  bounds,  difcovery,  divifion.  North  and  South, 
293- 

Survey  of  North  America. 

North  America,  its  extent  and  difcovery,  294.  Settlement, 

297.  Nature  of  the  fe  ttlemen  tij  bid.  Laws ,  298.  Dependency, 

298.  Mutiny  act,  299.  Conftitution,  302.  Courts  of 
judicature,  303.  Cuttom  dudes,  304.  Dudes  impofed, 
306.  Revenue  acts,  311.  Divifion  of  the  Indian  nations, 
313.  The  Efkimaux  and  other  Indian  nations,  ibid.  Re¬ 
served  lands,  315.  Their  perfons,  3 1 6.  Temper,  religion 
and  liberty,  3 17.  Government  and  learning,  3  i 8.  Phyfic, 
burials,  occupations,  319.  Their  preparations  for  war, 
march,  and  an  of  war,  320. 
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Of  Hudson’s  Bay. 

Hudfon’s  Bay,  321.  Company  ere&ed,  their  charter,  322. 
Coaft, Davis’s  inlet  andHudfon’sStrait,  &c.  324.  Lakes,  329. 
Inhabitants,  333.  Experts  and  imports,  337.  Produce,  233. 

Of  Newfoundland. 

Defcription,  firft  adventurers,  338.  Permiffion  of  the  French 
iifhery,  339.  Government,  340.  Climate,  ibid.  Soil, 
bays  andharbours,  341.  St.  John’s  Town,  Placentia,  ibid. 
Cape  Redhut,  filhing  bank,  green  bank,  fifhery  and  prefent 
Hate  of  trade,  342.  Exports  and  imports,  343. 

Of  Nova  Scotia. 

Its  difeovery,  343.  Extent,  attempts  of  the  French,  fettled 
by  patent,  344.  Acadia  furrendered  to  the  French,  driven 
out,  ceded  again  to  the  French,  345.  Difputed,  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  an  Englilh  governor  appointed,  346.  Nova 
Scotia  purchafed,  ibid.  Attempt  of  the  French  to 
recover  it,  ceded  to  the  Englilh,  fettled,  347.  Halifax 
built,  ibid.  French  encroachments,  mealures  taken  to 
drive  out  the  French,  348.  Finally  conquered  by  the 
Englilh,  349.  Its  climate,  ibid.  Divilion,  bay  of  Fundy, 
Rivers,  St.  Croix  and  St.  John’s,  350.  Chignefto,  Cobe- 
quid,  Minas,  351.  Cape  Sable,  La  Heve,  Chebuflo,  352. 
Halifax,  353.  Cape  Canfo,  Chedabufto,  ibid.  Salmon 
river,  Antigomiche,  Green  bay,  354.  Indians,  their  go¬ 
vernment,  fublilience  and  trade,  353.  Of  the  illands  of 
St.  John,  Cape  Breton  and  others,  356.  Of  Labrador  or 
New  Britain,  357.  Of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  358.  St. 
Paul’s  bay  and  file  of  Orleans,  359. 

Of  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

The  province  and  city  of  Quebec,  360.  Its  cullom  andholpi- 
tal,  361.  Strength,  362.  Montreal,  its  buildings,  ibid. 
Inhabitants,  provifions,  363.  The  illand  of  Montreal,  ibid. 
Face  of  the  country,  climate,  ibid.  Produce,  game  and 
trade,  364.  4th  Article  of  the  definitive  treaty,  ibid. 
5th  Article,  365.  6th  and  1 8th  Articles,  366.  Its  import¬ 
ance,  commerce,  exports  and  imports,  ibid. 

Of  New  England. 

Its  extent,  fettlement,  368.  Their  charter  of  William  III. 
and  Mary,  373.  Complaints,  charter  of  12  Geo.  I.  375. 
Power  of  the  governor,  what  he  cannot  do,  376.  Province 
of  Maine,  its  rivers,  377.  Hills,  bays  and  capes,  378. 
Territory  of  Sagadahok,  its  roads,  ibid  General  deferip- 
tion  of  Malfachufets  bay,  379.  Its  fuuaticn,  climate,  foil, 
rivers  and  townlhips,  580.  Produce,  fowls,  cattle  and  wild 
bealts,  382.  Venemous  creatures  and  filh,  383. 
Geographical  defcription  of  Massackusets  Bay. 

Towns,  383.  County  of  Salem,  Ipfwich,  Lynn,  Newbury, 
Salifbury,  and  Marblehead,  384.  Soil  of  Effex  county,  ibid. 

Towns 
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Towns  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  ibid.  Cambridge,  its 
college,  3 S 5 .  Charles  Town,  Concord,  Reading,  and 
Waterton,  386.  County  of  Suffolk,  Bofton,  386.  Bay  of 
Bolton,  number  of  houfes,  387.  Pavements,  churches  and 
meetings,  manner  of  living,  feat  of  juftice,  its  extent,  388. 
Maflachufets  bay.  Capes,  Dorchefter,  Rockfbury,  Braintree, 
and  Weymouth,  389.  Hampfhire,  390.  Counties  of  Wor- 
cefter,  ibid.  Plymouth,  its  town,  Scituate,  390.  Barnftaple 
county,  its  rivers,  capes,  ibid.  Sherburne,  Martha’s  Vineyard, 
Duke’s  county,  Elizabeth  ifland,  Briftol  county,  391. 
Rehoboth,  390.  Government  of  Maflachufets  bay,  civil, 
392.  Townlhips,  their  officers,  393.  Military  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  power,  394.  Roads,  395.  Cuftom-houfe,  provi- 
fions,  trade  and  excife,  397. 

Of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire. 

Its  government,  396.  Cuftom-houfe,  397,  Provifton,  trade, 
excife,  ibid. 

Of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 

Plantations. 

Its  origin  and  charter,  397.  Qualifications  of  freemen,  fitua- 
tion  and  bounds,  399.  Government,  power  ofjuftice,  400 
Newport  county,  its  towns,  Newport,  Providence,  Warwick 
and  Briftol,  401.  Soil  and  climate,  402. 

Of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

Situation  and  extent,  402.  Its  charter,  ibid.  Aflemblies,  how 
chofen,  counties,  403.  New  London  county,  Saybrook, 
Lyme  and  Norwich,  404.  Newhaven  county,  Derby,  ibid, 
Windham  county,  405.  Hartford  county,  Hartford,  regu¬ 
lations  of  the  general  court,  juries,  judges,  juftices,  405. 
Qualifications  for  a  voter,  laws  revifed,  407.  Fines  im- 
pofed,  public  fchools,  excife,  408.  Militia,  ibid.  Produce, 
roads,  &c.  409. 

The  Province  of  New  York. 

Settlement  and  original  bounds,  410.  Extent  of  jurifdi£Hon,/<5//. 
Geographical  defcription,  41 1  Principal  towns,  Manhatten 
ifland,  city  of  New  York,  its  corporation,  412.  Charter, 
charterbyGeo.il.  413.  Long  Ifland,  its  divifion,  413. 
Queen’s  county,  ibid.  Staten  ifland,  416.  Richmond 
county.  Cuckolds  town,  and  Kingfton,  ibid.  Weftchefter 
county,  Albany,  Shenedtady,  Mount  Johnfon  and  Ofwego, 
ibid.  Legiflative  power  and  great  charter,  ibid.  Courts, 
elections,  qualifications,  and  purchafes  how  made,  418. 
Militia,  ibid.  Produce,  trade,  &c.  419.  Advantageous 
fituation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  its  college  and 
roads,  420. 
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Of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey. 

Situation,  courts  and  bounds,  421.  Eaft  jerfey,  its  divifion, 
422  Bergen  county  and  town,  EfTex  county,  Elizabeth 
town,  Newark,  New  Brunfwick  and  Middlefex,  ibid.  Perth 
Amboy,  Monmouth  county,  Middle  town,  Shrewfbury, 
Gloucefter,  Burlington,  its  produce  and  roads.  423. 

Of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

Name,  divifion,  424.  Briftol,  425.  Philadelphia,  its  town- 
houfe  and  public  buildings,  ibid.  Value  of  lands,  426. 
Purchafed  from  the  Indians,  Government,  427.  Abing- 
ton,  Dublin,  German  and  Radnor  towns,  428.  Chefter 
county  and  towns,  ibid.  Newcaftle  county  and  towns, 
ibid.  Kent,  SulTex,  and  the  five  new  counties,  429.  Dela- 
war  and  Sufquehannah  rivers,  Blue  mountains  defcribed, 
430.  Governor,  juries,  Iheriffs,  &c.  jufiices,  431. 
Regifter  general,  admiralty  court,  432.  Roads,  Abliradt 
of  Mr.  Penn’s  patent,  ibid.  Imports  and  exports,  436. 

Of  the  Province  of  Maryland. 

When  fettled,  government  and  ecclefiaftical  eftablilhment, 
437.  Character,  education,  way  of  living,  quit  rents, 
falaries  and  duties,  438.  Name,  tenure,  negroes,  produce, 
culture  of  tobacco,  &c.  439.  Legifiature  ana  executive 
power,  440.  Number  of  parifhes,  ibid.  Counties,  ibid. 
County  courts,  442.  Soil,  climate,  manufactures,  road* 
and  trade,  444. 

The  Province  of  Virginia. 

Name,  when  difcovered  and  fettled,  445.  Its  divifion,  ibid. 
Extent,  446.  Situation,  capes,  rivers  and  foil,  447.  Cli¬ 
mate,  produce,  medicinal  herbs,  &c.  and  animals,  448. 
Fowls,  birds,  fifh,  reptiles,  449.  Number  of  people,  cha¬ 
racter,  religion,  population  and  courts  of  judicature, /£//. 
Revenues,  450.  Imports  and  exports,  45 1 . 

The  Provinces  of  the  Carolinas. 

When  fettled,  bounds,  charter  and  government,  452.  Extent, 
climate,  fruits,  foil,  453.  Produce,  animals,  fowls  and 
rivers,  454.  Charles  town,  ibid.  Its  trade,  imports  and 
exports,  455, 

Of  North  Carolina. 

Port  Royal,  trade,  imports  and  exports,  456. 

The  Province  of  Georgia. 

Settlement,  extent,  treaty  with  the  Indians,  affifted  by 
parliament,  459.  Difcontents,  indian  grants  confirmed, 
460.  Soil,  produce,  wild  beads  and  fifh,  461.  Savan¬ 
nah  and  Auguda  towns,  461.  Imports  and  exports, 
ibid.  Remarks  on  the  climate  in  regard  to  its  produce, 
462.  Aji  account  of  the  orphan-houfe,  ibid. 
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The  Province  of  Florida. 

Difcovery,  ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  treaty,  463.  Bounds, 
extent,  465.  Face  of  the  country,  foil,  ibid.  Rivers,  St. 
Mary  and  St.  John’s  defcribed,  465.  Piocolata  fort,  466. 
St.  Mark’s  river,  ibid.  St.  Auguiline’s  harbour  defcribed, 
466.  Fort  St.  Mark,  town  of  St.  Augufline  defcribed,  467. 
Anaftafla  ifland,  ibid.  St.  Sebaftians  and  Wood-cutter’s 
creek,  Halifax  and  Moko  rivers,  468.  Climate,  with  re¬ 
marks,  469. 

The  Province  of  West  Florida. 

Bounds,  rivers,  face  of  the  country,  470.  Tamaraos  ifland, 
471.  Penfacola  harbour,  ibid.  Apalache-river,  472.  Pro¬ 
duce  on  the  coail:,  mines  and  climate,  472. 

Of  Louisiana. 

Extent,  472.  Face  of  the  country,  with  remarks  on  its  pro¬ 
duce,  473.  Trade, imports,  &c.  474. 

The  WEST  INDIES. 

Defcribed,  475. 

The  Ifland  of  Jamaica- 

How  poflefled  by  the  Englilh,  fltuation,  extent,  rivers,  foil, 
climate,  477.  Waters,  medicinal  fprings,  produce,  478. 
Parifhes,  ibid.  Port  Royal,  ibid.  Kingfton,  St.  Jago  de 
la  Vega,  St.  Catherines,  Negril  and  Morant  ports,  479. 
Trade,  &c.  ibid.  Logwood  cutters,  480. 

Of  Barbadoes. 

Settlement,  granted  to  the  E.  of  Carlifle,  480.  Staple  com¬ 
modity  and  population,  ibid.  Purchafed  by  K.  Charles  II. 
481.  Militia,  &c.  ibid.  Situation,  contents,  air,  &c.  ibid. 
Bridge  Town,  its  deftruftion  by  two  great  fires,  Codring- 
ton  college,  482.  Number  of  inhabitants,  483. 

Of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Kitts. 

Settlement,  extent,  483.  Baflaterre  and  Sandy  Point,  ibid. 
Number  of  inhabitants,  ibid.  Produce,  484. 

Of  the  Iflands  of  Nevis  and  Montserrat. 
Extent,  produce,  484.  Montferrat,  its  extent  and  inhabitants, 
ibid. 

Of  the  Ifland  of  Antigua. 

Why  fo  called,  fltuation,  extent,  air,  484.  Englifh  Harbour, 
ibid.  St.  John’s,  its  government,  485.  Deftruttion  by 
fire,  ibid.  Barbuda,  and  Anguilla  iflands,  an  account  of, 
ibid. 

Of  the  Ifland  of  Tobago. 

Situation,  485.  Extent,  486.  Ceded  to  Great  Britain,  ibid. 
Produce,  ibid. 

Of 
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•Of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent. 

Extent,  climate,  foil,  rivers  and  fptings,  486.  St.  Antonio 
bay,  ibid.  Its  government,  ibid. 

Of  the  Ifland  of  Domin-ica. 

Situation,  extent,  climate,  rivers,  foil,  produce,  487.  Rupert’s- 
bay,  ibid.  Its  advantages  to  Great  Britain,  488.  Mines, 
ibid.  Government,  ibid. 

Of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines. 

Value,  fituation,  extent,  climate,  488.  Face  of  the  ifland, 

489.  The  fea-coaft,  Lewes  and  St.  George’s  harbours, 
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BRITISH  EMPIRE. 


The  INTRODUCTION. 

THE  Britijh  Empire  is  arrived  at  that  height  of  Grandeur 
Power  and  Glory,  to  which  none  of  the  States  t*le  Brl* 
and  Monarchies  upon  Earth  could  even  lay  the EmP're* 
like  Claim.  Rome ,  in  all  her  Grandeur,  did  not  equal 
Great  Britain  ;  either  in  Conftitution,  Dominion,  Com¬ 
merce,  Riches,  or  Strength.  The  Romans  could  not 
boaft  of  the  Liberty,  Rights  and  Privileges,  and  of 
that  Security  of  Property  and  Perfon,  which  an  Eng- 
lijh  Subjecl  enjoys  under  the  Protection  of  the  Laws. 

And  that  Dominion  over  the  Nations,  then  in  being, 
founded  in  Blood,  Plunder  and  Rapine,  and  upon  an 
Ambition,  that  could  not  bear  an  equal  in  Power,  is 
much  inferior  to  the  Acquifitions,  Conquefts,  and  di¬ 
vers  Kinds  of  Settlements,  and  Appendages,  of  which 
the  Britijh  Empire  is  compofed,  in  every  Quarter  of  the 
Globe  :  and  which  found  Policy ,  and  not  Acnbition ,  has 
brought  under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain . 
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Whence  it 
arifeth. 


"the  present  state  of 

If  Riches  be  the  Strength  of  a  Nation:  If  Trade  and 
Commerce  be  the  Source  of  Riches  :  If  Manufactures 
and  Navigation  be  neceflary  to  improve  Trade  and 
Commerce  :  If  Knowledge  and  Induftry  be  required  to 
explore  the  vaft  Regions  beyond  the  Ocean  ;  to  import 
and  manufacture  the  Produce  of  all  countries,  and  to 
encourage  Labour  with  the  Gains  made  thereof,  by  fup- 
plying  the  Wants,  and  Luxury  of  the  whole  Univerfe : 
If  any  People  could  ever  boaft  of,  and  rejoice  in,  a  full 
Enjoyment  of  Liberty,  and  in  a  free  Exercife  of  their 
Religion  :  If  Learning  contributes  to  make  Men  wife, 
and  good  Faith  to  make  them  refpeCted :  If  Riches  are 
to  be  eftimated  from  the  Royal  Revenue,  national 
Taxes,  magnificent  Buildings,  fuperb  Equipages  and 
public  Works  and  Charities  :  If  Strength  is  to  be  con- 
fidered  in  Proportion  to  Fleets  and  Armies-  and  their 
Succefies :  If  Trade  and  Commerce  be  calculated  from 
Imports  and  Exports :  If  Navigation  is  to  he  exalted  by 
the  Number  of  Ships  ;  the  Abilities  of  the  Mariners,, 
and  by  their  valuable  Traffic  and  Difcoveries  :  If  Ma¬ 
nufactures  are  to  be  preferred  for  their  Strength,  Beau¬ 
ty  and  Utility  :  If  Knowledge  is  to  be  propagated  by 
the  Study  of  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  and  Induftry  to  be  ap- 
praifed  according  to  the  Produce  of  Labour  :  If  Purity 
of  Religion,  and  Security  of  Property,  depend  upon 
wholefome  Laws  and  good  Government :  If  Wifdom  is- 
to  be  difcovered  by  the  ReCtitude  of  the  Legiflative  Power  ; 
and  good  Faith,  by  the  Influence  one  Nation  has  in  the 
Councils  and  Confidence  of  another ;  and  if  extenfive 
Dominions,  well  peopled,  and  contributing  to  the 
W elfare  of  their  Mother-country,  are  preferable  to  vaft: 
Territories,  (fuch  as  Peru ,  Mexico ,  and  Brafils )  which' 
depopulate  their  native  Land,  (as  is  feen  in  Spain  and 
Portugal )  to  enrich  other  Nations  with  the  Treafure 
and  Produce  of  their  Climate  and  Labour  ;  there 
will,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Work,  be  frequent  Oppor¬ 
tunities  to  ftiew  that  the  British  Empire,  in  its 
prefent  State,  excels  both  the  ancient  and  modern  States 
in  Riches  and  Magnificence  ;  in  Dignity  and  Power  ; 
in  Strength  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  in  Difcoveries  and  Con- 
quefts ;  in  Trade,  Commerce  and  Navigation  ;  in 
Manufactures  and  Mechanic  Arts ;  in  found  Learning 
and  ingenious  Education ;  in  Agriculture  and  eve¬ 
ry 
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ry  Branch  of  Bufinefs,  that  requires  Labour ;  in  the 
Purity  of  the  Gofpel  and  eccleiiaftical  Eftablifhment ; 
in  the  feveral  Forms  of  Government,  and  in  the  Juftice 
and  Equity,  by  which  the  Laws  are  enaCted  and  exe¬ 
cuted  ;  in  the  Influence,  which  the  Britijh  Councils 
and  Trade  have  upon  the  Cabinets  and  Markets  of  Fo¬ 
reign  Nations ;  and  in  the  Advantages  each  Part  of 
this  vaft  Empire  reaps  from  the  others ;  they  having  no 
need  of  Supplies  from  ftrange  Nations ;  but  are  able  of 
themfelves  to  furnifh  every  Climate  with  the  NecelTa- 
ries  and  Conveniences  of  Life.  And  as  the  numerous 
Manufactures  and  extenfive  Trade  afford  the  greateft 
Encouragements  to  Induftry,  and  the  acquiring  a  Pro¬ 
perty  opens  a  free  Paffage  to  the  higheft  Trufts  and 
Honours,  that  a  free  People  can  beftow;  fo  there  can 
be  no  Native  of  this  Empire  excluded,  who  has  merit 
enough  to  deferve  them  ; — a  Privilege  peculiar  to  the 
Britijh  Nation,  and  a  particular  Advantage  of  its  Con¬ 
stitution,  not  enjoyed  in  the  fame  Latitude,  under  any 
Government  now  exifting  ;  or  under  any  of  the  Forms 
of  Government  recorded  in  the  Hiftories  of  former 
Ages.  A  Circumftance  that  ought  to  ftimulate  every 
Briton  to  endeavour  for  Advancement,  and  to  improve 
his  Time  and  Property  ;  to  £11  his  Mind  with  a  mod 
fenfible  AffeCfion  for  his  Country,  and  to  warm  his 
Heart  with  the  moft  lively  Zeal  for  its  Conftitution. 
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The  Extent  of  the  British  Empire. 

Extent  of  YF  we  confider  this  Empire  in  its  full  Extent,  we  are 

the  Britifh  JL  to  furvey  the  Kingdoms  of  England ,  Scotland ,  and 

Empire.  Ireland ;  the  Principality  of  Wales ,  the  Iflands  of 
Guernfey ,  Jerfey ,  Alderney ,  and  Sarke ;  the  Ifles  of 
Wight ,  Scilly ,  Man  and  Anglefea  ;  the  Hebrides  or 
Weftern  Elands  in  the  Calidonean  Sea,  as  alfo  the  Ork¬ 
neys  and  Shetland.  And  if  we  traverfe  the  Ocean  we 
fhall  find  this  Dominion  to  extend  to  Minorca  in  the 
Mediterranean ,  and  Gibraltar  on  the  Continent  of  Spain  : 
to  the  Coaft  of  Africa ;  to  the  Iflands  in  the  Indian 
Ocean  ;  to  various  Pofleffions  on  the  Coafts  of  Coromandel 
and  Malabar  in  Afia ;  and  to  both  South  and  North  A- 
merica  -,  containing  the  vaft  Regions  on  the  North-fide 
of  the  great  River  Miflfljfippi ,  from  its  Mouth  in  the  Bay 
of  Mexico ,  as  far  as  to  the  Difcoveries  made  by  our  Na¬ 
vigators  towards  the  North  Pole.  In  which  Divifion 
of  the  Britifo  Empire  we  find  New  Britain  or  the  Country 
of  the  EJkimaux,  that  comprehends  Hudfons  Bay,  Cana¬ 
da  ,  Nova- Scotia,  Cape  -  Breton,  New -England,  New- 
Tork ,  the  Jerfeys,  Penfylvania ,  Maryland,  Virginia ;  the 
Carolinas,  Georgia,  and  Florida ;  And  the  Iflands  of 
Newfoundland,  St.  John,  the  Lucaya  s  or  Bahama  Iflands, 
Bermudas  or  Summer- Iflands,  Jamaica,  Barbadoes,  St. 
Chrifophers,  Antigua,  Nevis,  Dominica ,  Barbuda,  An¬ 
guilla,  Montferrat,  Tobago,  St.  Vincent,  Granada,  Tor¬ 
tuga,  the  Granadines,  &c.  in  the  American  Seas,  and  our 
Rights  and  Pofleffions  on  the  Mufqueto  Shore,  and  Bay 
of  Honduras. 

All  which  Settlements,  Iflands,  Countries,  Pro¬ 
vinces,  Regions  and  Kingdoms,  being  fubjedt  to  the 
Britijh  Crown,  partake  of  the  Britijh  Conftitution,  tho’ 
all  or  mod  of  them  differ  fomewhat  in  their  Form  or 
Manner  of  Government ;  as  will  more  fully  appear  in 
the  prefent  State  of  each,  beginning  with  the  King¬ 
dom  of  England,  the  Mother-country  ;  on  whofe  Con- 
ffitution,  Riches,  and  Strength,  this  mighty  Empire  is 
eredfed. 
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Of  the  Kingdom  of  England. 

Its  Situation ,  Name ,  Boundaries ,  Character,  ConJUiution , 

Laws  and  Government. 

THE  Kingdom  of  England  is  that  foutherly  Part  of  Situation 
the  Ifland  of  Britain ,  which  lies  between  2°  o'  E.  andExtfnt. 
and  6°  20'  W.  Long.  360  Miles  in  Length,  and  be¬ 
tween  50°  o'  and  56°  o'  N.  Lat.  or  300  Miles  in 
Breadth,  including  the  Principality  of  Wales. 

This  Ifland  was  called  Britain  by  the  earlieft  Antiqui-  Name, 
ty ;  and,  according  to  the  moft  approved  Etymology  of 
'the  Word,  this  Name  was  given  to  it  by  the  Romans 
and  Ph&nicians ,  that  traded  hither  for  Tin,  from  the 
Word  Brit ,  which  in  the  Language  of  the  ancient  In¬ 
habitants  fignified  painted :  it  being  the  Cuftom  of  thofe 
Natives  to  paint  their  naked  Bodies,  and  wear  no 
cloathes  when  they  ufed  any  Exercife  of  Labour,  Di- 
verfions,  or  went  out  to  battle. 

The  Kingdom  of  England ,  which  poflefles  the  great-  Boun(ja. 
eft  and  moft  valuable  Part  of  this  Ifland,  is  of  a  trian-  ries- 
gular  form,  bounded  on  the  South  by  the  Englijh  Chan¬ 
nel,  that  divides  England  from  France  ;  by  St.  George's 
Channel  and  the  Irijh  Sea  on  the  Weft  :  By  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Scotland  on  the  North,  and  by  the  German  Ocean 
on  the  Eaft. 

They  were  the  Aborigines  of  this  fouthern  Part  of  Briton 
the  Ifland  who  obtained,  and  were  known  properly  by  wh<? 
the  Name  of  Britons-,  for  it  does  not  appear  from  any 
good  Authority,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Part  called 
Scotland  were  ever  comprehended  in  the  general  Name 
of  Britons  ;  it  was  peculiar  to  the  Natives  of  South  Britain , 
and  always  confined  to  them,  till  that  fatal  Error  in  Poli¬ 
ticks,  of  placing  the  Fate  of  a  Nation  in  the  Hands 
of  a  foreign  Army,  to  defend  the  Britons ,  fay  our 
Hiftorians,  againft  the  Scot*,  brought  about  the  Ex¬ 
tirpation  both  of  the  Government,  Nation,  and  Name 
of  Britons.  The  Angles  or  Anglo-Saxons ,  having  driven 
out  the  Britons ,  whom  they  were  hired  and  called  in 
to  defend  againft  the  Scots,  impofed  the  Name  of  An- 
gles-Land  or  England  upon  their  Conqueft ;  and  from 
thence-forth  the  Inhabitants  of  the  South  Part  of  Britain 
•obtained,  and  were  known  properly  by,  the  Name  of  Eng- 
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lijh  or  Englijhmen ;  notwithstanding  the  many  Revolu¬ 
tions  that  followed,  and  the  various  Fates  of  England 
from,  and  under  the  Government  of  the  Danes  and 
Normans.  A  Name,  which  is  fo  engrafted  in  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  our  Kingdom,  and  fignalized  by  the  glo¬ 
rious  Atchievements  of  our  Fore-fathers,  that  all  the 
Attempts  made  to  relume  the  Name  of  Britons ,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  Scots,  now  united  with  the  Crown  of 
England,  under  the  Stile  and  Title  of  Great  Britain , 
have  proved  ineffectual  to  prevail  with  a  Native  of 
England  to  give  up  the  Name  of  an  EngliJhjnan,  for  the 
ambiguous  Name  of  a  Briton,  as  it  is  now  ufed  and 
applied. 

This  is  the  Kingdom  of  which  the  ancient  Panegyrift, 
fo  long  ago  as  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Conjlantine  the 
Its  ancient  Great ,  apoftrophizes,  O  happy  Briton  !  more  blejfed  than 
Character.  aH  other  Regions ;  Nature  hath  enriched  thee  with  all 
Commodities  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  In  thee  there  is  nei¬ 
ther  extreme  Cold  in  Winter,  nor  fcorching  Heat  in  Sum- 
oner.  In  thee  is  fuch  an  Abundance  of  Corn,  as  may  ferve 
both  for  Bread  and  Wine  :  Thou  aboundejl  with  Woods 
without  the  Danger  of  wild  Beafs,  and  with  Meadows 
clear  of  noifome  Serpents,  and  focked  with  an  infinite 
Number  of  milch  Cows,  and  Sheep  weighed  down  with ; 
their  own  rich  fleeces  ! 

If  this  was  a  juft  Character  of  our  happy  Part  of  Bri¬ 
tain  fourteen  hundred  Years  ago,  when  Induftry  was 
Modem  crampt  by  the  Roman  Yoke  and  a  military  Power; 
Chaia fler.  when  Trade  and  Navigation  were  fcarce  in  embrio ; 

when  our  Manufactures  were  not  fo  much  as  thought 
of;  when  it  was  not  forefeen  that  the  Woods  would 
one  Day  become  the  Bulwark  of  the  Nation  upon  the 
Ocean  ;  what  greater  Reafon  have  we  to  glory  in  our 
prefent  Happinefs,  which  is  manifeft  in  a  fuper-abun- 
dant  Enjoyment  of  all  thofe  Bleffings,  which  Nature 
has  given  to  other  Nations,  and  in  the  Power,  England 
has  to  fupply  the  Wants  and  Neceflities  of  them  all  ? 
How  would  he  ftand  amazed  to  behold  thofe  lofty 
Trees  and  vaft  Woods,  made  to  float  upon  the  Ocean 
in  purfuitof  a  new  "World  ;  to  force  a  Traffic  and  Com¬ 
merce  with  the  whole  Univerfe ;  to  collect  the  Riches 
and  Curiofities  of  every  Region,  and  to  over-awe  and  pu- 
nifli  the  Enemies  of  England's  Happinefs?  Plow  would 
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he  be  furprifed  at  the  Gains  made  of  the  Fleeces,  by 
the  Art  and  Induftry  of  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  and 
at  the  Improvements  that  we  are  daily  making  in  every 
Branch  of  T rade  and  Merchandize  ?  How  Would  he 
confefs  and  admire  the  Strength  and  Virtue  of  Liber¬ 
ty,  under  which  all  thefe  Bleffings  thrive  ;  and  that 
the  Conftitution  of  . England ,  in  its  prefent  State,  is  the 
beft  Soil  for  the  Prefervation  of  a  free  People,  from 
arbitrary  Power.,  and  to  improve  them  in  every  ACt  re¬ 
quired  to  make  them  happy  ? 

But  I  would  not  be  underftood  to  affirm  that  this 
Conftitution  is  of  a  modern  Date.  It  has  been,  from 
the  Infancy  of  the  State  of  this  Nation,  in  the  Body 
Politic  j  even  as  the  human  Soul  is  completely  in  the 
Body  of  a  new-born  Babe.  Neither  of  which  can  aCt, 
till  the  Bodies  become  duly  organized ;  nor  then  other- 
wife  than  enabled  by  the  Condition  of  thofe  Organs, 
or  Means  of  aCting,  or  by  the  Improvement  of  their  feve- 
ral  Talents.  Wherefore  we  are  to  confider  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  this  Country  to  be  coeval  with  the  firft 
Glimmerings  of  its  Government :  And  accordingly  we 
find  the  Seeds  of  it,  as  early,  in  the  Body  Politic,  as 
that  Body  was  formed  by  the  Aborigines ,  in  the  Southern 
Parts  of  Britain. 

Britain  was  then  divided  into  feveral  Principalities  or  di- 
ftinCt  Eftates,  which  were  under  Princes,  who  ruled 
by  the  Direction  or  Advice  of  national  Councils  or  the 
Kifrithin,  a  Name  a'lmoft  fynonimous  with  our  W ord 
Parliament.  Thefe  ancient  Councils  were  compofed 
of  the  Princes  and  their  Sons,  the  Edlines  of  princely  or 
noble  Race  ;  the  Druids,  Priefts  and  Lawyers,  and  the 
Governors  of  the  People.  They  all  met  armed,  except 
the  Druids  and  Priefts.  A  young  Man  was  not  ad¬ 
mitted  either  to  the  Wars,  or  to  a  Seat  in  thefe  Coun¬ 
cils,  till  the  Prefident  of  the  great  Council  delivered  to 
him  a  Spear,  in  token  of  his  Approbation  of  thofe  Abi¬ 
lities  of  Mind  and  Body,  neceflary  to  qualify  a  Senator 
entrufted  with  the  Legiflative  Power.  In  the  Kifrithin , 
the  Prince,  that  prefided,  firft  propofed  the  Matters 
for  Deliberation ;  and  then  the  Druids  explained  and 
debated  upon  them,  and  left  them  to  the  Decifion  of 
the  Members  prefent,  who  gave  their  Confent  by  clat¬ 
tering  their  Spears  together  j  and  put  their  .negative  by 
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ftr  iking  their  Spears  with  a  rude  Noife  upon  the 
Ground.  In  thei'e  Councils  were  made  Laws  for 
maintaining  Peace,  and  preferring  Property.  Matters 
of  lefs  Moment  were  left  to  the  Decifion  of  the  Princes, 
in  even*  Principality  :  But  Things  of  greater  Moment 
were  confuited,  and  determined  in  the  great  national 
Ailemblies.  And  for  fummary  Proceedings  the  ordi¬ 
nary  Jurifdiction  was  lodged,  in  what  was  called  the 
Street  or  Village-Court. 

O 

The  Romans ,  by  their  Invafion  and  arms,  obliged 
the  Britons  to  difcontinue  their  Kifrithin ;  but  allowed 
the  Village-Courts  to  fit,  for  the  Convenience  of  the 
People.  The  Britijh  Princes,  however,  refumed  their 
Authority,  and  called  national  Councils,  as  foon  as  the 
Romans  withdrew,  and  deferted  the  Ifiand.  In  one  of 
which  Vortigern ,  their  Chief,  was  empowered  to  invite 
over  the  Saxons,  to  defend  them  from  the  Piets  and 
Scots. 

The  Saxons  foon  ufurped  upon  the  Weaknefs  of  their 
Employers ;  drove  the  Britons  into  a  Corner  of  the 
Ifland,  which  is  called  JVales ,  and  took  Pofleffion  of 
the  reft  of  the  Country  under  the  Britijh  Government. 
But,  when  thefe  Ufurpers  began  to  form  regular  Prin¬ 
cipalities,  they  thought  proper  to  continue  the  Britijh 
Form  of  Government  ;  and  the  Saxon  Kings  conftant- 
ly  held  the  national-g  eai  Councils  for  making  Law’s, 
(Sc.  for  deliberating  upon,  and  determining  other  im¬ 
portant  Matters  of  Government.  Which  Councils,  un¬ 
der  this  Revolution,  changed  their  Name  to  Wiienage- 
mote  ;  the  Members  whereof  were  called  TVitas  or 
Sages,  and  their  Acts  Garadnijfe ,  or  wife  Laws.  So 
that,  tho’  national  Property  was  invaded  and  changed 
by  the  Power  of  an  auxiliary  Force,  that  ufurped  the 
Government,  taken  from  him  that  called  them  in  ;  the 
People  retained  the  fupreme  Power  of  making  Laws  for 
their  own  Security. 

This,  at  firft,  feems  fomewhat  paradoxical,  that  the 
Saxons  fhould  take  up  the  Form  of  Government  ufed  by 
the  Britons,  whom  they  had  conquered.  But,  then 
it  mult  be  remembered,  that  the  feveral  Chiefs  among 
the  Saxons,  were  joint  Undertakers  in  that  Revolution 
againft  the  Britons ;  and  that  their  Commander  in 
Chief  was  only  the  firft  Man  amongft  his  Equals  by 

their 
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their  Confent  :  So,  when  he  affirmed  the  Title  of  King, 
thofe  Chiefs  became  his  Colleagues,  under  the  Title  of 
Thanes,  or  Captains  ;  becaufe  they  had  a  capital  Right  in 
the  Lands  taken  by  their  Arms  from  the  Britons :  And 
thofe  Colleagues,  and  their  Descendants,  became  the 
Saxon  Nobles,  Members  of  the  great  Council,  and  the 
Suitors  of  the  Court  of  the  Grand  Seignory  of  the  King¬ 
dom  ;  all  Nobility  at  that  Time  arifing  from  Poffef- 
fion. 

Therefore  we  find  that  thefe  Thanes ,  or  Captains,  held  Power 
Courts  within  their  Portions  of  Land  ;  judged  their  Vaf-  fhe 
fals  after  the  Manner  of  the  Britons  ;  were  petty  Princes  Thanes* 
in  their  own  Diftricfts,  and  obliged  the  King  or  Sove¬ 
reign  to  fwear  to  adminifter  equal  Right  to  all,  and  to  be 
obedient  to  all  Laws  made  and  agreed  to  in  the  general 
Council.  And  when  the  firft  Code  of  Saxon  Laws  was 
made  by  JEthelbert ,  that  King  made  it  in  the  TVitenage- 
mote ,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  his  Wita' s ;  in  which 
Code  was  inferted  all  that  could  be  recovered,  or  was 
judged  ufeful  and  valuable  in  the  Britijh  Laws.  A  Fact 
that  confirms  the  great  Antiquity  of  our  Conftitution, 
and  by  what  Means,  and  how  long,  our  Liberties,  as 
Englijhmen  have  been  preferved. 

Alfred  the  Great ,  and  all  the  other  Saxon  Legiflators, 
purfued  the  fame  tradb,  and  ufed  their  endeavours  to  fe- 
cure,  and  to  fortify,  that  admirable  Conftitution  ;  by 
which  equal  Juftice  was  done  to  Men  of  every  Degree. 

Thefe  Laws  were  very  Short  and  plain  ;  and  the  County 
Courts  and  other  inferior  Jurisdictions,  kept  the  People  in 
due  Subjection  and  Peace  :  So  that  their  Dominions  be¬ 
come  very  populous,  and  the  Happinefs  of  the  Subjefts 
very  great ;  notwithftanding  the  Struggles,  that  enfued 
between  the  Saxons  and  the  Danes  for  Dominion. 

For,  though  the  Danes  prevailed,  they  were  fo  con-  Under  the 
vinced  of  the  neceffity  of  retaining  the  old  Form  of  Go-  Danes, 
vernment,  that  they  not  only  eftablilhed  it,  but  extend¬ 
ed  and  improved  it ;  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Body  of  Laws 
framed  by  Canute ,  at  JVincheJler ,  in  the  Year  1036,  with 
the  Confent  of  his  wife  Men,  or  great  Council  of  the 
Nation. 

Edward  the  Confeftor  formed  another  Body  of  Laws  ;  King  Ed- 
w’nich,  by  way  of  eminence,  has  ufually  been  called  Lex  ward,  the 
Anglia,  and  fometim.es  Lex  Terra  ;  being  a  Collection  C°nfe(W* 
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of  the  beft  of  the  Mercian ,  Wejl  Saxon,  Danijh ,  and  King 
Edgar  s  Laws.  By  this  the  Confeflor  put  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion  under  one  Form,  and  eftablifhed,  what  we  under- 
ftand  in  the  Term,  common  Law.  And  this  was  the 
Law,  together  with  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  derived 
from  it,  that  the  Barons  fo  inceffantly  contended  to  re¬ 
cover  during  the  ftrft  Norman  Reigns  ;  and'  was  obliged  for 
a  confiderable  Time  to  give  Place  to  the  Cujloms  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  Conquerors.  For,  though  William  the  Nor¬ 
man,  at  his  Coronation,  fwore  that  he  would  preferve  the 
Englijh  Conftitution,  and  compiled  a  Code  of  the  Laws  and 
Cuftoms  in  King  Edivard  the  ConfefTor’s  Time  ;  held 
the  Courts  de  More ,  as  his  Predeceffors  had  done,  and 
deft  the  civil  Rights  of  the  people,  as  he  had  found  them, 
to  be  heard  and  determined  in  the  Court-Baron,  Hundred 
and  County-Courts ,  according  to  ancient  Ufage  ;  yet  in 
the  laft  Year  of  his  Reign,  this  very  King  fet  forth  ano¬ 
ther  Code  of  Laws,  that  wrought  a  confiderable  Change 
in  the  Conftitution.  He  fettled  a  Sort  of  military  Go¬ 
vernment  to  be  fupported  by  ftxty  thoufand  Knights,  or 
Horfemen,  and  upwards,  ready  to  ferve  him  upon  all 
Occafions.  And  that  they  might  be  ftrongly  tied  to  his 
Intereft,  he  ordained,  that  the  Grants  of  their  Lands 
fhould  become  hereditary  to  them  and  their  Heirs,  upon 
Condition  of  Service,  Faith,  and  Obedience,  and  that 
nothing  fhould  be  demanded  of  them  for  their  Lands,  but 
their  Service  :  And  he  further  ordained,  that  the  Tenants 
to  thofe  Knights  fhould  pay  due  Rents  and  Services,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Cuftora  and  Contradt,  and  that  thofe  Te¬ 
nants  or  Sockmen  fhould  not  be  turned  out  of  their 
Farms,  fo  long  as  they  paid  their  Rents,  and  performed 
their  Services  to  the  Lord  :  Which  is  known  by  the  Name 
of  Sockage  Tenure. 

In  proof  of  this  we  cite  Authorities  of  the  moft  authen¬ 
tic  Authors. 

Firft,  That  Florence  of  Worcejler,  Simeon  of  Durham , 
and  R.  Hoveden  exprefsiy  fay,  that  William,  called  the 
Conqueror ,  made  a  League,  or  Compadl  with  the  Arch- 
bifhops,  Bifhops,  Earls,  and  Nobles  of  the  Land,  who 
met  him  at  Beorcham. 

Secondly,  That  the  aforefaid  Authors,  with  John 
Brampton ,  declare,  that  as  the  IBifhops  and  Barons  of  the 
Realm  fwore  fealty  to  him,  fp  he  reciprocally,  being  re¬ 
quired 
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quired  fo  to  do  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Fork,  made  his  per- 
fonal  Oath  before  the  Altar  of  St.  Peter,  to  defend  the 
Holy  Church  of  God,  and  the  Re£tors  of  the  fame,  to 
govern  all  the  People  fubjedt  to  him  juftly,  to  eftablifh 
equal  Laws,  and  to  fee  them  duly  executed. 

And  when  new  Commotions  were  made  by  the  Nobi¬ 
lity,  and  Clergy  ;  upon  their  Submiffion,  and  Oath  of 
Allegiance  re-taken,  he  himfelf  takes  his  perfonal  Oath 
again  before  Archbifhop  Lanfranc ,  and  the  Lords,  for  the 
good  of  Peace,  to  obferve  the  ancient  Laws  of  the  Realm, 
eftablifhed  by  his  Predeceflors  the  Kings  of  England,  and 
efpecially  of  Edward  the  Confefior ;  and  this  fo  pacified 
the  Englijh,  that  they  went  joyfully  to  their  own  Homes. 

Thirdly,  Matthew  of  Wejlminjler  faith,  that  when  the 
two  Sons  of  Swain  came  into  England  to  fight  againft  it, 
the  Conqueror  recalling  many  of  the  Englijh  Nobles,  made 
a  League  with  them,  and  by  their  Aid  he  overcame  the 
Danes.  And  that  this  League  contained  the  Grant  of 
their  Rights  and  Liberties,  or  the  Laws  of  their  Country, 
is  evident  from  what  follows  in  the  fame  Hiftorian,  viz. 
That  the  Conqueror  being  thus  fecured,  in  many  Things 
violated  his  Promifes,  taking  from  the  Churches  and  Mo- 
nafteries,  in  which  they  lay,  the  Charters,  in  which  the 
Nobles  of  England  confided,  and  to  which  he  had  fworn. 
when  he  was  in  ftraits. 

Fourthly,  R.  Hagulftadenfis ,  S.  Dunelmenjis ,  R.  Hove- 
den ,  M.  Paris,  Henry  of  Knyghton,  and  W.  of  Malmjbury 
inform  us,  that  Henry  the  Firft  granted  to  all  the  People 
the  Laws  of  Edward,  with  the  Emendations,  which  his 
Father  had  made  of  them,  {Lengthening  them  with  his 
own  Oath,  and  the  Oath  of  all  his  Nobles,  that  they 
might  not  be  eluded  ;  and  W.  Lombard  cites  this  as  one 
of  the  Laws  of  William  the  Conqueror.  This  alfo  we 
command,  that  all  Men  have,  and  keep  the  Law  of 
King  Edward,  with  the  Additions  we  have  made  to  them 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  Englijh  Men. 

Fifthly,  The  Chronicle  of  Litchjield  doth  inform  us, 
that  the  whole  Community  of  England  fued  to  the  Con¬ 
queror,  that  he  would  permit  them  to  have  the  proper 
Laws  and  ancient  Cuftoms,  in  which  their  Fathers  had 
lived,  and  under  which  they  were  born  and  educated, 
viz,  the  Laws  of  St.  Edward ;  and  that  the  King  con- 
fented  to  their  Petition. 
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Sixthly,  Ingulphus ,  his  Secretary,  faith,  that  he,  un¬ 
der  the  fevereft  Penalties,  proclaimed,  that  the  Law3  of 
King  Edward,  fhould  be  perpetual,  authentic,  and  be 
obferved  inviolably  through  the  whole  Kingdom  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  as  fuch  he  commended  them  to  his  Juftices. 

Seventhly,  R.  Hoveden  informs  us,  that  he  command¬ 
ed  the  Laws  of  King  Edward  to  be  obferved  in  all 
Things  :  And  that  in  the  fourth  Year  of  his  Reign,  by 
the  Counfel  of  his  Barons,  he  made  the  noble  and  wife 
Men  of  England  to  be  fummoned  throughout  all  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  England,  that  he  might  hear  from  them,  who 
were  fkilled  in  their  Law,  their  Rights  and  Cuftoms  ;  and 
that  twelve  Men  were  chofen  out  of  every  County,  who 
fwore,  to  their  Power,  to  tread  in  a  right  Path,  neither 
turning  to  the  right  Hand  or  to  the  Left,  and  to  make 
known  to  him  the  Cuftoms,  and  the  Eftabliftiments  of 
their  Laws.  And  then  he  adds  the  very  Words  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  Chronicle  of  Lichfield. 

Now  all  thefe  Things  put  together  feem  plainly  to 
conclude  an  original  Compact  or  Eftablifhment  of  Laws, 
by  which  the  Kings  of  England  were  to  govern,  and  the 
Kingdom  to  be  governed  ;  and  the  Continuance,  and  Re¬ 
newal  of  that  Eftabliftiment  by  our  fucceeding  Kings, 
fuch  as  Malmfibury  ftiles  our  Patrice  Leges ,  and  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  accuftomed  and  ancient 
Laws  of  this  Realm  originally  eftablifhed. 

Many  were  the  Injuries  brought  upon  the  Conftitu- 
Chana.  tion,  and  great  were  the  Struggles  of  the  Nobles  and  Peo¬ 
ple  for  their  ancient  Laws,  Liberties  and  Cuftoms  during 
the  following  Reigns  ;  which  brought  on  the  civil  War 
in  the  Reign  of  King  "John,  who  was  obliged  to  grant 
Magna  Charta,  or  the  great  Charter ,  or  Charter  of 
Liberties,  and  the  Charter  of  the  Forefis  ;  or  rather  to  con¬ 
firm  and  folemnly  to  ratify,  and  to  augment  the  fame 
Charter  of  Liberties  figned  by  King  Stephen,  and  Henry  II. 
and  which  afterwards  fuffered  many  windings  and  turn¬ 
ings,  till  King  Henry  III.  fettled  and  left  it  in  the  Form, 
in  which  it  now  appears  in  our  Statute  Books. 

For  farther  Evidence  of  this  Matter,  let  it  be  confi- 
dered  ; 

That  when  thefe  Patria  Leges,  that  is,  thefe  Ancient 
Laws  of  their  Country  were  violated,  they  conftantly 
complained  of  the  Injuftice  of  the  Adlion,  required  the 
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Observance  of  them  ;  and  when  they  could  not  prevail 
by  fair  Means,  they  revolted  from  their  Subjection,  and 
fought  to  recover  their  Right  by  Arms.  This  they  require 
of  William  Rufus ,  when  he  was  fick :  And  it  was  pro¬ 
bably  for  Neglect  of  their  good  Laws,  that  moil  of  the 
Nobility,  faith  M.  Paris ,  did  v.na  Rabie  confpirare ,  con- 
fpire  againft  him  with  one  Fury.  For  the  fame  Reafon 
it  was,  that  when  Robert  came  againft  King  Henry  the 
Firft,  a  great  Part  of  the  Navy  went  over  to  Robert ,  for 
this  they  did,  faith  M.  Paris ,  quia  Rex  jam  Tyrannizave- 
rat ,  becaufe  the  King  was  become  a  Tyrant,  i.  e.  he  go¬ 
verned  not  according  to  Law. 

When  Steven  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  in  the  Year 
1213,  had  found  the  Charter  of  Henry  the  Firft,  by  which 
he  granted  to  them  the  Law  of  King  Edward,  with  thofe 
Emendations  which  his  Father,  by  the  Counfel  of  the  Ba¬ 
rons,  did  ratify,  he  told  the  Nobles  this  was  the  Charter, 
by  which,  if  they  pleafed,  they  might  reduce  their  long 
loft  Liberties  into  their  former  State ;  the  Charter  being 
read,  they  much  rejoiced,  and  fwore,  in  the  Prefence  of 
the  Archbilhop,  that  when  they  could  fpyout  a  fit  Time, 
for  thofe  Liberties,  if  need  required,  they  would  fpend 
their  Blood ;  the  Archbilhop,  on  the  other  Side,  pro- 
mifed  to  help  them  to  the  uttermoft  of  his  Power,  and  fo, 
having  made  a  League  among  themfelves,  they  diftolved 
the  AlTembly. 

When  King  John  ftill  negleCted  to  obferve  thefe  Laws, 
the  Nobles  come  unto  him,  requiring  him  to  confirm  the 
Liberties  and  Laws  of  King  Edward ,  and  other  Liberties 
granted  to  him,  the  Kingdom  and  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  they  being  Leges  antiques  &  Regni  confuetudines  j 
the  ancient  Laws  arid  Cuftoms  of  the  Kingdom,  contain¬ 
ed  partly  in  the  Charter  of  Henry  the  Firft,  and  partly 
gathered  out  of  the  old  Laws  of  King  Edward,  threaten¬ 
ing  that  if  he  would  not  inftantly  grant  them,  and  con¬ 
firm  them  under  his  Seal,  they  would  compel  him  fo  to 
do,  by  feizing  on  his  Caftles,  Lands,  and  Pofleffions,  till 
he  gave  them  competent  Satisfaction  in  that  Matter. 
Then  the  Archbilhop  fhewed  the  King  the  Contents  of 
that  Charter ;  and  upon  the  King’s  Anfwer,  that  he 
would  never  grant  fuch  Liberties,  by  which  he  himfelf 
was  made  a  Servant,  and  that  the  Barons  might  as  well 
alk  the  Kingdom  5  they  betook  themfelves  to  War,  and 
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the  Barons  having  got  the  City  of  London  on  their  Side, 
they  wrote  Letters  to  all  the  Earls,  Barons,  and  Knights 
who  adhered  to  the  King,  exhorting  them,  with  Threats, 
that  as  they  loved  the  Indemnity  of  all  their  Goods,  Pof- 
feffions,  delerting  the  perjured  King,  they  would  adhere 
to  them  faithfully,  and  Hand  immoveably  with  them, 
fighting  for  the  Liberties,  and  Peace  of  the  Kingdom. 

Whereupon  the  King,  finding  that  he  was  not  able  to 
refill  the  Strength  of  the  Barons,  without  Difficulty  grants 
the  Laws  and  Liberties  they  demanded,  and  confirmed 
them  by  his  Charter.  And  thus  it  was,  as  Henry  of 
Knyghton  faith,  that  in  his  Time  were  procured  the  Arti¬ 
cles  of  Magna  Charta  to  the  common  Good  of  the  Realm. 
And  when  the  King,  by  the  Inlligation  of  fome  Sons  of 
Belial ,  was  again  perfuaded  to  fly  from  his  Oath  and  Pro- 
mife,  the  Barons  fpake  thus  to  one  another,  what  lhall  we 
do  with  this  wicked  King  ?  If  we  let  him  thus  alone,  he 
will  deltroy  us,  and  our  People ;  it  is  expedient  there¬ 
fore,  that  he  Ihould  be  expelled  from  the  Throne  :  we 
will  not  have  him  any  longer  to  reign  over  us.  And 
thereupon  they  fend  prefently  to  Lewis  the  Son  of  the 
French  King  to  come  to  their  Affiftance,  promifing  him 
the  City  of  London ,  and  their  Allegiance  to  him.  And 
though  the  Pope  fent  his  Bull,  by  which  he  made  void 
this  Charter  of  the  Liberties  of  the  Kingdom  of  England , 
and  writ  a  threatening  Letter  to  the  Barons  of  Eng¬ 
land  upon  that  Affair  :  Notwi  chilanding  all  his  Threats, 
noluerunt  dejijlere  ah  inceptis ,  the  Barons  would  not  defill 
from  their  Undertakings,  but  riling  up  Hill  againft  him, 
they  vehemently  annoyed  him,  faying,  concerning  the 
Pope,  that  of  the  Prophet,  Wo  to  him  that  jullifies  the 
wicked.  And  when  the  Pope  proceeded  to  excommuni¬ 
cate  the  Barons  by  Name,  and  in  particular,  neither 
would  the  Barons  obferve,  nor  the  Prelates  publilh  the 
Excommunication.  And  what  the  Judgment  of  the  Ge¬ 
nerality  of  this  Nation  was  of  the  whole  War,  we  may  learn 
not  only  from  the  general  Engagement  both  of  the  Laity 
and  Clergy  in  it,  but  alfo  from  our  own  Hiltorians ;  for 
they  inform  us,  that  our  Nobles  were  forced  to  make  this 
War  out  of  a  double  Neceffity,  becaufe  the  King  would 
not  permit  the  Laws  of  St.  Edward  to  be  kept,  as  formerly 
they  were  wont  to  be,  but  did  all  Things  by  his  own 
Will,  nor  would  obferve  the  Form  of  the  Law  j  but 

dif- 
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difinherited  his  Nobles  without  the  Judgment  of  their 
Peers. 

To  this  effeCt  I  find,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of 
thofe  Times,  a  long  Rhyme  in  the  Chronicle  of  Mail¬ 
tos ,  deploring  the  Infelicity  of  this  Affair,  that  the  Body 
fhould  attempt  to  rule  the  Head,  and  the  People  to  be 
above  their  King ;  but  adding,  that  there  was  a  great 
and  manifold  neceffity  that  it  fhould  be  fo,  feeing  the 
King  perverted  all  the  good  Cuftoms  of  the  Kingdom, 
neither  rightly  managing  Laws,  Rights,  or  Subjects,  but 
making  that  to  be  Juftice  which  was  agreeable  to  his 
own  Will,  which  moved  them  to  fwear  they  would  not 
fuffer  this  Tyranny  of  the  King,  and  to  require  the  De- 
pofition  of  him,  if  he  would  not  confent  to  the  Reformation 
of  the  Law ;  and  to  refign  the  Homage  they  had  made, 
till  he  would  give  them  caution  to  preferve  the  Peace. 

And  the  fame  Annals  fay,  the  Barons  only  fought  pro  le- 
gibus  prijlinis  rejlaurandis ,  for  the  Reftauration  of  their  an¬ 
cient  Laws.  And  when  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  made  his  O- 
ration  to  the  affembled  States  in  behalf  of  Henry  the  Third 
his  Son,  he  begins  it  thus,  Albeit  the  Father  of  this  Prince,  Speed,  p, 
for  his  evil  Demeanors,  hath  worthily  undergone  our  5  75. 
Perfecution — we  ought  of  Duty  and  Confcience,  to  obey 
his  Son. 

When  Henry  the  Third  made  void  the  Charters  of  Li¬ 
berties,  and  of  the  Foreft,  pretending  they  were  granted 
whilft  he  was  in  durefs,  and  had  not  the  power  of  his 
Body,  or  of  his  Seal ;  the  People  prefently  began  to  mur¬ 
mur,  and  the  Barons  fiding  wi  th  Richard  Earl  of  Corn¬ 
wall  the  King’s  Brother,  with  Threats  requefted  him  to  do 
right  to  his  Brother,  fharply  denouncing  to  him,  that  he 
fhould  without  delay  reftore  the  Charters  to  him  fealed 
which  he  had  cancelled  at  Oxford ;  and  if  he  did  not, 
they  would  compel  him  by  the  Sword  to  make  him  com¬ 
petent  Satisfaction  in  thefe  Matters. 

A.  D.  1233,  the  King  invites  over  the  Poidlouvins,  and 
other  Strangers,  who,  with  the  Bifhop  of  Winton ,  op- 
prefs  the  Nobles  with  all  their  Power,  and  caufe  great 
Difcord  and  Complaints  ;  for  Judgments  were  committed, 
faith  M.  Paris ,  to  the  unjuft;  the  Laws  to  them  who 
were  outlawed.  Peace  to  thofe  who  were  given  to  dif¬ 
cord,  and  Juftice  to  the  injurious.  Thefe  Things  foex- 
afperate  the  Nobility,  that  they  combine  fcr  Defence  of 


i6  THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 

the  Public  ;  and  by  Richard  his  Brother,  and  the  Earl 
Marfhal,  humbly  requeft  of  the  King,  that  he  would 
ipeedily  correct  thefe  ExcefTes  which  tended  to  the  Sub- 
verfion  of  his  Crown  and  Kingdom,  to  the  Opprefiion 
of  his  natural  People,  and  of  their  Laws  and  Liberties, 
and  that  if  he  would  not  reform  them,  they  would  with¬ 
draw  themfelves  from  his  Counfel. 

Whereunto  the  Bifhop  of  Winchejler  replies,  that  it 
was  lawful  for  the  King  to  call  what  Strangers  he  lifted 
about  him  for  Defence  of  his  Crown  and  Kingdom,  there¬ 
by  to  compel  his  proud  and  rebellious  Subjects  to  their 
Obedience ;  with  which  Anfwer  they  were  fo  incenfed, 
that  they  promifed  each  other  in  this  caufe,  which  con¬ 
cerned  them  all,  they  would  fpend  their  Lives. 

Then  the  King  fummons  them  to  a  Parliament  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  to  which  they  would  not  come  :  and  after  this  to 
another  at  Wejl?ninjler  j  they  fending  him  this  Meffage, 
that  he  fhould  fuddenly  remove  Peter  Bifhop  of  Winton , 
and  his  PoiRouvins ;  and  that  if  he  would  not  do  this,  they 
all,  by  the  common  Counfel  of  the  whole  Kingdom, 
would  expel  him  with  his  evil  Counfellors  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  confult  about  the  Creation  of  a  new 
King. 

A,  D.  1234,  A  Parliament  is  affembled  at  Weftmin- 
Jler ,  in  which  indeed  the  Bifhop  of  Chejler  excommuni¬ 
cates  all  them  who  were  defigning  ahum  Regem  creare ,  to 
create  another  King  ;  yet  doth  the  Archbifhop  elect,  and 
his  Suffragans  roundly  declare  againft  the  cruel  and  dan¬ 
gerous  Practices  of  Peter  Bifhop  of  Winton ,  and  Peter  de 
Rivalis.  Firft,  becaufe  they  fuggefted,  that  the  Englijh 
were  Traitors,  and  alienated  the  King’s  Heart  from  the 
Marfhal,  who  was  the  beft  Man  in  the  Land.  So  that, 
in  their  Judgment,  they  that  fought,  and  were  then  in 
Arms  for  their  Laws  and  Liberties,  were  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  Traitors,  that  they  were  the  beft  Men  of  the  Nation. 
Secondly,  that  there  was  caufe  to  fear  the  Ruin  both  of 
King  and  Kingdom,  fince  they  had  got  fuch  an  Afcen- 
dant  over  him,  that  he  feemed  rather  to  be  under  their 
Power,  than  they  under  his.  Thirdly,  that  they  con¬ 
founded,  and  perverted  the  Law  of  the  Land  fworn  to, 
and  confirmed,  and  {Lengthened  by  Excommunication, 
and  with  that  all  Juftice ;  by  Reafon  of  which,  and  ma¬ 
ny  other  Grievances,  they  humbly  befought  him  to  go¬ 
vern 
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vern  his  People,  according  to  the  Example  of  other  Na¬ 
tions,  by  the  fwcrn  Natives  of  his  Kingdom,  declaring 
that  if  he  did  not  corredf  thefe  Mifcarriages  in  a  little 
time,  they  would  proceeded  by  ecclefiaftical  Cenfure 
both  againft  his  Counfellers  and  himfelf. 

Edmund ,  Archbilhop  eledt  of  Canterbury ,  being  foon 
after  confecrated,  comes  to  the  King  with  his  Biftiops 
and  Prelates,  relates  again  the  fame  Grievances,  declar¬ 
ing  to  him,  that  if  he  would  not  corredt,  and  pacifically 
compofe  thefe  Things  with  his  Liege  People,  he,  with 
his  Prelates,  would  denounce  the  Sentence  of  Excommu¬ 
nication  againft  him  and  all  the  Enemies  of  this  Concord. 
Upon  which  the  King  is,  at  laid,  prevailed  with  to  re¬ 
mand  the  Bilhop  of  Winton  to  his  Cure,  to  banilh  Peter 
de  RJvalis  from  the  Court,  and  the  PoiJiovins  from  the 
Kingdom. 

A.  D.  1237.  A  Parliament  is  held  at  London,  in  which 
King  Henry  requefts,  in  regard  of  the  great  Expence  for 
his  Sifter’s  Marriage,  the  thirtieth  Part  of  all  Move- 
ables  both  of  the  Clergy  and  the  Laity.  After  great  Op- 
pofition  made  to  this  Demand,  and  the  Recital  of  many 
fuppofed  Mifcarriages,  the  King  difavowing,  and  proteft- 
ing  againft  his  former  Revocation,  and  freely  granting 
the  inviolable  Obfervation  of  the  Liberties,  under  pain 
of  Excommunication,  hath  yielded  to  him  the  thirtieth 
part  of  all  Moveables. 

In  the  Year  1240,  the  Archbifhops,  Bilhops,  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  Nobles,  allembled  at  London ,  grievoufly  com¬ 
plain  of  divers  Injuries,  Oppreffions,  and  Defolations 
which  befel  the  Church  by  the  evil  Counfel  of  the  King, 
violating  his  Charters,  and  his  Oaths,  after  he  had  fo 
often  fwornthat  he  would  preferve  the  ecclefiaftical  Rights 
inviolated,  and  himfelf  held  a  Candle  when  the  Bifliops, 
in  his  hearing,  pronounced  the  Sentence  of  Excommuni¬ 
cation  againft  all  the  Violators  of  the  ecclefiaftical  Li¬ 
berty,  he  then  extinguifhing  his  Candle  with  the  reft. 

In  the  Year  1242,  the  faid  King  requefts  farther  Supplies 
of  his  Parlsament  held  at  JVeJtmmJler  for  his  intended 
Expedition  into  France.  But  they  refolutely  deny  to  give 
him  any,  for  that,  in  order  to  the  obtaining  former 
Grants  of  Money,  he  had  promifed  and  granted  to  them, 
that  all  the  Liberties  contained  in  Magna  Cbarta ,  fhould 
from  thence  be  fully  obferved  through  the  Kingdom,  and 

C  had 
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had  given  them  a  little  Charter,  in  which  they  were  con¬ 
tained  ;  and  yet,  after  all,  he  never  was  true  to  his 
Word,  but  oppreffed  them  ftill  more. 

In  the  Year  1244,  he  defires  new  Supplies,  which  for 
a  Time  they  refufe  ;  pleading  that  the  Charter  of  Liber¬ 
ties,  which  the  King  had  granted,  and  the  Archbifhop 
had  upon  Oath  in  the  King’s  Name  promifed  to  them, 
was  not  obferved.  Though  at  laft,  upon  the  King’s 
faithful  Promife  to  keep  and  obferve  the  Liberties,  unto 
which  he  had  fworn  at  his  Coronation,  and  whereof  he 
had  granted  his  Charter,  and  upon  the  Appointment  of 
four  Noblemen  to  be  of  the  King’s  Council,  whofhould 
be  conjervatores  Libertatum ,  Keepers  of  their  Liberties, 
they  grant  him  new  Supplies  ;  the  King  then  promiftng 
himfelf  to  obferve  them,  and  requefting  that  for  the  De¬ 
fence  of  their  Liberties,  all  the  Bifhops  in  their  Dioceffes 
Ihould  pronounce  Sentence  againft  him,  and  all  who  vio¬ 
lated  the  laid  Liberties  in  any  Article  of  them.  And  thus 
they  agreed  to  grant  him  a  Supply. 

In  the  Year  1252,  he  holds  a  Parliament  at  London , 
and  requires  more  money  ;  and  they,  after  fome  Confu¬ 
tation  anfwer,  that  though  the  King  had  much  oppreffed 
both  Church  and  Kingdom,  they  would  do  their  utmoft 
to  fatisfy  his  Defires,  provided  that,  as  he  had  often  pro¬ 
mifed,  he  would  now  at  laft  inviolably  obferve  the  Char¬ 
ter  of  their  Liberties,  fo  often  covenanted  and  fworn  to. 
Other  Things  they  demanded  then,  which  the  King 
would  by  no  Means  agree  to,  Swearing  horribly,  that* 
whilft  he  lived  he  never  would  be  reduced  into  fuch  Sla¬ 
very  :  And  fo  the  Affembly  breaks  up,  producing  nothing 
but  the  King’s  Wrath. 

In  the  Year  1253,  was  affembled  a  very  great  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  which  the  Archbilhop,  and  fome  Bilhops,  are 
fent  to  induce  the  King  to  permit  holy  Church  to  enjoy 
her  Liberties,  as  he  had  oft  promifed  upon  Oath  ;  and  de¬ 
claring,  that  if  he  would  corredl  this,  and  other  of  his 
Mifcarriages,  according  to  the  Tenor  of  Magna  Ghar- 
ta ,  they  would  incline  to  his  Petition,  how  burthen- 
fome  foever  it  might  be  to  them :  This  the  King  pro- 
mifeth  to  do,  and  defires  them  to  aflift  him  in  it.  So  the 
Clergy  grant  him  a  Tenth,  and  the  Knights  Scutage, 
viz.  three  Marks  of  every  Knight’s  Fee  for  that  Year, 
and  the  King  promifeth  faithfully,  and  without  cavil  to 
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ratify  Magna  Charta ,  and  faithfully  to  obferve  all  the 
Articles  of  it,  which  King  "John,  and  he,  at  his  Coro¬ 
nation,  and  often  fince,  had  (worn  to  obferve.  And  this 
is  done  in  the  mod  folemn  and  ceremonial  Manner  that 
could  be  devifed  ;  for  the  King,  with  all  the  great  Nobi¬ 
lity  of  England ,  all  the  Bifhops  and  chief  Prelates  in  their 
Ornaments,  with  burning  Candles  in  their  Hands,  afiem- 
ble  to  hear  the  terrible  Sentence  of  Excommunication 
upon  all  the  Infringers  of  the  fame ;  and  at  the  lighting 
of  thofe  Candles,  the  King,  having  one  in  hi’s  Hand, 
gives  it  to  one  of  the  Prelates,  faying,  it  becomes  not 
me,  who  am  no  Pried,  to  hold  this  Candle ;  my  Heart 
fhall  be  a  greater  Tedimony ;  and  withal  laid  his  Hand 
on  his  Bread  the  whole  Time  the  Sentence  was  read, 
which  was  thus  pronounced  :  In  the  Name  of  the  omni¬ 
potent  God,  &c.  Which  done,  he  caufed  the  Charter  of 
King  "John  his  Father  to  be  read  :  In  the  End,  having 
thrown  away  their  Candles,  they  cried  out,  “  So  let  them 
who  incur  this  Sentence  be  extincd,  and  dink  in  Hell 
And  the  King  with  a  loud  Voice  faid,  “  As  God  help  me, 
I  will,  as  a  Man,  a  Chridian,  a  Knight,  a  King  crown¬ 
ed  and  anointed,  inviolably  obferve  all  thefe  Things.”  But 
notwithdanding  all  this,  in  the  very  next  Year  the  King, 

•  by  the  Counfels  of  fome  wicked  Men,  is  wrought  upon 
to  infringe  again  this  Charter,  hoping  for  a  gift  to  obtain 
an  Abfolution  from  his  Oath. 

In  the  next  Year  a  Parliament  is  called,  which  yields 
nothing  but  grievous  Complaints  for  Breach  of  Magna 
Charta ,  and  Promifes  of  Supply  provided  it  may  be  again 
confirmed,  and  the  elefting  the  Judiciar,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor,  andTreafurer  put  into  their  Hands.  To  which  the 
King  would  not  yield  :  but,  though  the  King  would  not 
obferve  it,  M.  Paris  faith,  it  was  cried  in  all  Countries, 
and  denounced  in  all  Synods,  Churches,  and  public  Re¬ 
fort,  that  Magna  Charta  fhould  be  inviolably  obferved, 
and  the  Sentence  of  Excommunication  is  denounced  a- 
gaind  all  the  Violators  of  it. 

In  the  Year  1256,  Provifion  is  again  made,  under  the 
Penalty  of  an  horrible  Anathema,  that  the  Magna  Charta 
of  King  "John  fhould  be  obferved. 

In  the  Year  1257,  the  King  requeds  an  Aid  for  Edmund 
'his  fecond  Son,  for  the  acquiring  the  Kingdom  of  Sicily  : 
and  after  many  Excufes,  upon  Condition  that  the  King 
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would  obferve  Magna  Charta ,  fo  often  promifed,  and 
bought,  the’;  tender  52000  Marks  :  with  which  the  King 
w  is  not  Satisfied. 

In  the  Year  1258,  was  held  the  Parliament  at  Oxford, 
where  the  Nobles  enter  into  an  unchangeable  League  to  re¬ 
quire  that  the  Kingfhould  faithfully  obferve  the  Charter  of 
King  John,  which  he  had  fo  often  fwore  to  perform  :  they 
require  alfo  the  Chief  Julliciar,  Chancellor,  and  Trea¬ 
surer  to  be  ordained  by  public  Choice,  and  the  twenty- 
four  Confervators  of  the  Kingdom  to  be  confirmed,  twelve 
by  the  Election  of  the  Lords,  and  twelve  by  the  King 
who  fwears  to  the  Confirmation  of  thefe  Things,  and 
caufes  the  Prince  to  take  the  fame  Oath.  Walfmgham 
adds,  that  all  after  him  did  fwear  almofc  the  fame  Thing. 

But  notwithftanding  this,  the  King  gets  an  Abfolution 
from  his  Oath  of  the  Pope.  Of  this  the  Barons  hearing, 
humbly  befeech  him  to‘perform  the  Oath  publicly  fworn  ; 
but  the  King  anfwering  them  with  Threats,  the  Bufmefs 
is  deferred  till  the  coming  of  Prince  Edward ;  who  com¬ 
ing,  fides  with  the  Barons,  according  to  his  Oath,  and  a 
League  is  made  betwixt  them  to  apprehend  the  King’s 
evil  Counfellors,  and  their  Abettors,  and  to  endeavour  to 
remove  them  from  the  King. 

In  the  Year  1263,  The  Contefi:  betwixt  the  King, 
and  the  Barons  is  referred  to  the  Mediation  of  the  French 
King,  who  annuls  the  Provifions  of  Oxford ,  but  with  this 
Exception,  that  the  ancient  Charter  of  King  John  granted 
to  the  Community,  fhould  in  nothing  be  thereby  impaired. 

Then  began  the  Barons  Wars  under  Simon  of  Mon  fort, 
who  Succeeded  fo  far  in  them,  as  to  take  the  King  and 
his  Son  Prifoners.  But  afterwards  the  Prince  efcaping 
out  of  Prifon,  fights  with  Simon ,  and  overthrows  him  at 
Evejham ,  where  he  was  flain. 

After  the  End  of  thefe  Wars,  in  the  Year  1269,  the  King 
calls  a  Parliament  to  be  held  at  Marlborough ,  where  the 
Statutes  called  the  Statutes  of  Marlborough  were  enadled  j 
in  the  fifth  Chapter  of  which  it  is  decreed,  that  the  great 
Charter,  and  the  Charter  de  Forefa  fhall  be  obferved  in 
all  their  Articles,  both  concerning  the  King,  and  his 
Subjects.  And  here,  faith  the  Lord  Coke ,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  after  this  Parliament,  neither  Magna  Char¬ 
ta,  nor  Charta  de  Forefa  was  ever  attempted  to  be  im¬ 
pugned,  or  queftioned :  whereupon  Peace  and  Tran¬ 
quillity  have  ever  fince  enfued.  Magna 
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Magna  Charta,  made  in  the  Ninth  Year  of  King  Henry 
the  Third.  With  fome  Jhort ,  but  neceffary  Obfervations  on 
this  Charter ,  taken  out  of  my  Lord  Coke’s  fecond  Injiituies. 

tj  ENRY,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England ,  Msgna 
1.  Lord  of  Ireland ,  Duke  of  Normandy  and  Aquitane ,  Charta. 
and  Earl  of  Anjou  ;  to  all  Archbifhops,  Bifliops,  Abbots, 

Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  Sheriffs,  Provofts,  Officers  ;  and 
to  all  Bailiffs,  and  our  faithful  Subjects,  which  fhall  fee 
this  prefent  Charter,  greeting. 

Know  ye,  that  we,  unto  the  Honour  of  God,  and  for 
the  Salvation  of  our  Soul,  lAc.  and  to  the  Advancement 
of  Holy  Church,  and  the  Amendment  of  our  Realm,  (a) 
of  our  free  and  meer  Will,  have  given  and  granted  to  all 
Archbifhops,  Bifliops,  Abbots,  Priors,  Earls,  Barons, 
and  to  all  Free-men  of  our  Realm,  thefe  Liberties  follow¬ 
ing,  to  be  kept  in  our  Kingdom  of  England  for  ever. 

Chap.  i.  Imprimis  (b).  We  have  grantedto  God,  and 
by  this  our  prefent  Charter,  have  confirmed  for  us,  and 

(c)  our  Heirs  for  ever,  that  (d)  the  Church  of  England 
fhall  be  free,  and  fhall  have  all  her  (e)  whole  Rights  and 

( a )  The  adding  of  thefe  Words,  was  becanfe  King  John 
made  the  like  Charter  in  Effect,  Anno  17.  And  thinking  af¬ 
terwards  to  avoid  it,  pretended  it  was  made  by  Durefs. 

This  great  Charter  is  divided  into  thirty-eight  Chapters. 

(b)  When  a  Thing  is  granted  for  God,  the  Law  fays,  it  is 
granted  to  God  ;  and  what  is  granted  to  his  Church,  for  his 
Honour,  Iftc.  is  granted  for  and  to  God.  bfuod  datum  eft  £c- 
clefire,  datum  eft  Deo. 

( c )  Thefe  Words  were  added,  becaufe  that  this  great  Par¬ 
liamentary  Charter  might  live,  and  take  effedl  in  all  Succeftions 
of  ages  for  ever. 

By  the  Law  of  Pourings,  made  by  the  Authority  ofParlia- 
ment  in  Ireland,  Anno  ,1 1.  H.  7.  Magna  Charta,  as  indeed, 
all  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  England  before  that  Time,  does 
extend  into  Ireland. 

(d)  That  is,  that  all  ecclefiaftical  Perfons  within  theP.ealm, 
their  PofTeflions  and  Goods  fhall  be  freed  from  all  unjuft  Exac¬ 
tions  and  Oppreffions ;  but  yet,  fhould  yield  all  lawful  Du¬ 
ties,  either  to  the  King,  or  any  of  his  Subjects. 

(e)  i.  e.  That  all  ecclefiaftical  Perfons  fhall  enjoy  all  their 
lawful  Jurifdiftions,  and  other  their  Rights  wholly,  without 
any  Diminution  or  Subftraftion  whatfoever, 

c  3 
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Liberties  (f)  inviolable.  We  have  granted  alfo,  and 
given  to  (g)  all  the  Freemen  of  our  Kingdom,  for  us, 
and  our  Heirs  for  ever,  thefe  (b)  following  Liberties;  to 
have,  and  to  hold,  to  them  and  their  (i)  Heirs,  of  (k ) 
us,  2nd  our  Heirs  for  ever. 

Chap.  2.  If  any  of  our  (l)  Earls  or  (m)  Barons,  or  any 
other,  who  (?’.)  hold  of  us  in  Chief  (o)  by  Knights-Ser- 

vice, 

(f)  Liberties  here  are  taken  in  two  Senfes :  t .  For  the  Laws 
of  England ;  fo  called,  becaufe  they  make  free  2.  For  Pri¬ 
vileges  held  by  Parliamentary  Charter,  or  Prefcripticn,  more 
than  ordinary. 

(g)  Thefe  Words  do  include  all  Perfcns,  ecclefiaftical  and 
temporal,  incorporate,  politick,  or  natural ;  nay,  they  ex¬ 
tend  to  Villains  :  For  they  are  accounted  free  againil  all  Men, 
fat  ing  againft  their  Lords. 

(b)  This  Word  (following)  refirains  Liberties  to  the  thirty- 
eighth  Chapter  of  this  Charter, 

( i )  At  this  Time  (Heirs)  were  taken  for  SuccefTors,  and 
Succencrs  for  Heirs. 

(k)  To  intimate,  that  all  Liberties,  at  the  full,  were  deriv¬ 
ed  from  the  Crown. 

(l)  At  this  Time  there  was  never  a  Duke,  Marquefs,  or 
Yifcount  in  E  gland :  The  firfl  Duke,  created  fir.ce  the  Con- 
queil,  was  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  in  ii  E.  3.  The  firfl 
Marquefs  was  Rolen  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  who  in  8.  An. 
R.  2.  was  created  Marquefs  of  Dublin  in  Inland.  The  firfl  Yif- 
coue:  on  Record,  and  that  fat  in  Parliament  by  that  Name, 
was  John  Beaumont,  in  the  18.  An.  H.  6.  created  Vifccunt 
Beaumont. 

(m)  Barons.  It  is  to  be  underflood,  that  if  the  King  give 
Land  to  or.e,  and  his  Heirs,  to  hold  of  the  King,  per  fervitum 
Bar  anise ;  he  is  no  Lord  of  Parliament,  until  called  by  Writ 
to  the  Parliament. 

1  hefe  Earls  and  Barons  have  Offices  and  Duties  annexed  to 
their  Dignities,  of  great  Truft,  for  two  Ends :  1.  To  confult, 
m  Time  cf  Peace.  2.  To  defend  the  King  and  Country,  m 
Time  of  War.  And  therefore,  they  wear  two  Enfigns,  to  put 
them  in  mind  of  their  Duties  :  1.  An  honourable  and  long 
Robe  of  Scarlet,  to  refemble  Counfel ;  in  refpedl  whereof, 
they  are  counted  in  law,  the  King's  great  Council;  2.  They 
are  girt  with  a  Sword,  ever  to  be  ready  to  defend  their  King 
and  Country. 

' r. J  It  appears  in  the  Books,  that  he  that  holds  cf  the  King 
in  Chief,  mull  r.ot  only  hold  of  the  Perfen  of  the  King  :  But 
the  Tenure  muft  be  created  by  the  King,  or  fome  of  his  Pre- 

deceffors, 
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vice,  die  ;  and  at  the  Time  of  his  Death,  his  Heir  lhall 
be  (p)  of  full  Age,  and  oweth  to  us  (q)  Relief,  he  (hall 
have  his  Inheritance  by  the  old  Relief :  That  is  to  fay, 

(r)  the  Heir  or  Heirs  of  an  Earl,  for  a  whole  Earldom, 
by  one  hundred  Pound  ;  the  Heir  or  Heirs  of  a  Baron, 
for  a  whole  Barony,  by  one  hundred  Marks  ;  the  Heir 
or  Heirs  of  a  Knight,  for  one  whole  Knights-Fee,  one 
hundred  Shillings,  at  the  utmoft :  And  he  that  hath  lefs, 
fhall  give  lefs  ;  according  to  the  old  Cuftom  of  the  Fees. 
See  Old.  Nat.  Brev.  fo.  94.  3.  Buljlrode ,  325.  Doctor 

and  Student ,  14.  Fitz.  Nat.  Brev.  fo.  254.  B.  263.  B. 
Hobart ,  46.  Alt.  Stat.  12.  Car.  2.  cap.  24. 

Chap.  3.  But  if  the  (s)  Heir  of  any  fuch  be  within  Age, 
his  Lord  lhall  not  have  the  Ward  of  him,  nor  of  his 
Land,  before  he  hath  taken  of  him  (t)  Homage.  And 

after- 

deeeffors,  Kings  of  this  Realm,  to  defend  his  Perfon  and 
Crown  ;  otherwife,  he  fhall  have  no  Prerogative,  by  reafon  of 
it :  For  no  Prerogative  can  be  annexed  to  a  Tenure  created  by 
a  Subjedi.  See  the  firft  Injlit.  §.  103.  47.  E.  3.  21.  Fitz.  Nat. 
Brev.  <; . 

(0)  By  Knights-Service  :  See  for  this,  the  firfl  Injlit.  §.  103. 
112.  154.  IC7.  126,  127. 

(p)  Of  full  Age,  i.  e.  of  the  Age  of  21.  1  Injlit.  §.  104. 

(q)  i  e.  The  ancient  Relief,  which  was  certain  at  the  com¬ 
mon  Law,  [Relief  is  derived  from  the  Latin  Relev  are,  which 
is  to  eafe  by  Abatement,  $5V.]  the  fourth  Part  of  the  yearly 
Value. 

(r)  See  the  firfl  Injlit.  j.  t. 

Note,  That  of  antient  Time,  every  Earldom  and  Barony 
were  holden  of  the  King  in  Chief ;  which  proves,  that  both 
the  Dignities  of  the  Earl  and  Baron,  and  the  Earldom  and  Ba¬ 
rony,  were  derived  from  the  Crown. 

And  the  fourth  part  of  the  yearly  Value  of  an  Earldom,  a 
Barony,  and  the  living  of  a  Knight,  was  the  antient  Relief 
here  fpoken  of;  as  a  Knight’s-living  was  efteemed  at  twenty 
Pound  per  Annum:  And  therefore,  to  pay  five  Pound,  and  fo 
upwards. 

83=  This  Chapter  of  Magna  Charter,  is  but  a  Declaration 
and  Reftitution  of  the  antient  common- Law. 

(s)  Heir  :  This  Statute  is  only  to  be  intended  of  an  Heir- 
Male  ;  whereof  Hares  is  derived  :  And  who  is  an  Heir,  fee 
1  Injlit.  §.  1,  2,  3.  Cujtumier  de  Normandy,  99.  and  the  Expo- 
fition  on  the  fame. 

(t)  The  Statute  means,  that  the  Homage  fhould  betaken 
of  the  Heir  himfelf,  for  his  Benefit ;  as  by  the  old  Books.  Ho- 

C  4  mage 
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after  fuch  an  Heir  hath  been  in  Ward,  v/hen  he  is  come 
to  foil  Age  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  Age  of  one  and  twenty 
Years,  he  fh'all  have  his  Inheritance  without  Relief,  and 
without  Fine  :  So  that,  if  fuch  an  Heir  being  within 
Age,  (u)  be  made  a  Knight;  yet  notwithftanding,  his 
Land  fhall  remain  in  the  Cuftody  of  his  Lords,  unto 
the  aforcfaid  Term.  Fitz.  Nat.  brev.  fol,  269.  Alt.  12. 
Car.  2.  Cap.  24. 

Chap.  4.  The  ( x)  Keeper  of  the  Land  of  fuch  an  Heir, 
being  within  Age,  fhall  not  take  of  the  Lands  of  the  Heir, 
but  (y)  reafonable  Iffues,  (%)  reafonable  Cuftoms,  and 
reafonable  Services ;  and  that  without  Deftrutftion,  and 
wafte  of  his  Men  and  his  Goods.  And  if  we  commit  the 
Cuftody  of  any  fuch  Land  to  the  Sheriff,  or  to  any  other, 
which  is  anfwerable  to  us  for  the  Iflues  of  the  fame  Land, 
and  he  make  Deftrudtion  or  wafte  of  thofe  Things  that  he 
hath  in  Cuftody,  we  (a)  will  take  of  him  Amends  and 
Recompence  therefore  ;  and  the  Land  fhall  be  committed 
to  two  lawful  and  difcreet  Men  of  that  Fee,  who  fhall  an- 
fwer  unto  us  for  the  Iffues  of  the  fame  Land,  or  unto  him 
whom  we  will  affign  :  And  if  we  fhall  give  or  fell  to  any 

mage  is  of  an  higher  Nature  than  Efcuage,  to  divers  Purpofes. 
1.  For  Homage  binds  to  warranty,  Efcuage  not.  z.  Homage 
is  fo  folemn,  that  it  cannot  be  done  again,  as  long  as  the  Te¬ 
nant  that  made  it  lives  :  But  Efcuage  may  be  given  every  other 
Year.  3.  One  within  Age  may  do  Homage,  but  he  cannot  do 
fealty;  becaufe  that  is  to  be  done  upon  oath.  SFiod  nota.  Brae. 
1.  2.  fol.  79.  1  Infcit.  1.  2.  c.  Homage  and.  Fealty. 

( u)  Be  made : ]  This  proves,  that  Knighthood  ought  to  be 
by  Creation,  or  making,  and  cannot  be  by  Defcent. 

(x)  He  is  not  only  to  keep  and  preferve  the  Lands  and  Te¬ 
nements  of  the  Ward,  committed  to  his  Cuftody,  in  fafety  ; 
but  alfo  to  educate,  and  bring  up  bis  Ward  virtuoufly,  and 
to  advance  him  in  marriage,  without  Difparagement.  See 
l.  Injlit.  §.  103.  4.  InJUt.  Chap  Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries, 

(y)  Nothing  unrea'bnable  is  allowed  by  Law. 

(z)  Things  due  by  Cuftom  or  Prefcription,  and  appendent 
or  appurtenent  to  the  Lands  or  Tenements  in  Ward  ;  alfo,  the 
reafonable  Cuftoms,  Fines,  &c.  of  Tenants  in  Villenage,  or 
by  Copy  of  Court-Roll,  where  Fines  be  incertain. 

How  and  by  whom  this  faid  Reafonablenefs  in  the  Cafes  a- 
forefaid,  may  be  tried,  fee  1 .  Isijlit.  §.  69. 

(a)  This  may  be  upon  an  Office  found,  or  by  Writ  di¬ 
rected  to  the  Sheriff,  to  this  effeft  :  SFia  datum  ejl  nobis  in- 
telligi ,  &c. 


Man, 
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Man,  the  Cuftody  of  any  fuch  Land,  and  he  therein  do 
make  Deftrudtion  or  Wade,  he  fliall  (b)  lofe  the  fame 
, Cuftody.  And  it  fhail  be  affigned  to  two  lawful  and  dif- 
creet  Men  of  that  Fee  ;  who  fliall  alfo  in  like  Manner  be 
anfwerable  to  us,  as  afore  is  laid.  Vtd.  Gloccf.  cap.  5. 
IVejhnln.  x.  cap.  21. 

Chap.  5.  The  Keeper,  fo  long  as  he  hath  the  Cuftody 
of  the  Land  of  fuch  an  Heir,  fliall  keep  up  the  Houfes, 
Parks,  Warrens,  Ponds,  Mills  ;  and  other  Things  per¬ 
taining  to  the  fame  Land,  with  the  Ilfues  of  the  faid 
Land  :  And  he  fliall  deliver  to  the  Heir,  when  he  Com¬ 
eth  to  his  full  Age,  all  his  Land  ftored  with  Ploughs, 
and  all  other  Things,  at  the  leaft,  as  he  received  it.  All 
thefe  Things  fliall  be  obferved  in  the  (c)  Cuftodies  of 
Archbifhoprics,  Bifhopricks,  Abbies,  Priories,  Churches, 
and  Dignities,  vacant,  which  appertain  to  us ;  except 
this,  that  fuch  Cuftody  (cl)  fliall  not  be  fold.  Stat.  3.  E.  1. 
21.  Stat.  36.  E.  3.  13.  Old  Nat.  Brev.  37. 

(b)  That  is  ur.-derftood  of  the  Land,  and  not  of  the  Bo¬ 

dy- 

But  note ;  fince  this  great  Charter,  divers  other  Statutes 
againll  Waite  and  Deftruftions,  in  the  Lands  of  Wards,  have 
been  made. 

At  the  making  of  this  Statute,  the  King  had  not  any  Pre¬ 
rogative  in  the  Cuftody  of  the  Lands  of  Idiots,  during  the  Life 
of  the  Idiot ;  but  the  Guardianfhip  of  Idiots,  was  to  the  Lords, 
and  others,  according  to  the  Courfe  of  the  common  Law  :  And 
this  Prerogative  was  given  to  King  E.  I.  before  Briton  wrote, 
by  fome  Adt  of  Parliament,  not  now  extant.  And  it  appears 
by  the  Mirror  of  Juftices,  agreeing  with  Fleta,  that  this  Pre¬ 
rogative  was  granted  by  common  Aftent.  Beverley s  Cafe,  lib. 
4.  fol.  126. 

fcj  The  Cuftody  of  the  Temporalties  of  every  Archbifhop 
andBifhop,  within  the  Realm,  of  fuch  Abbeys  and  Priories,  as 
were  of  the  King’s  Foundation,  after  the  fame  became  void, 
belonged  to  the  King,  during  the  Vacation  thereof,  by  his  Pre¬ 
rogative,  as  Founder:  And  this  belongs  to  the  King,  being 
Pair  onus  IF  Proteftor  Ecciejite,  in  fo  high  a  Prerogative  inci¬ 
dent  to  his  Crown,  as  no  Subject  can  claim  the  Temporalties 
of  an  Archbifhop  or  Bifhop,  when  they  fall,  by  Grant  or  Pre- 
feription. 

(d)  Shall  not  be  fold.  Fleta,  lib  t.  cap.  11.  fays,  Venderz. 
non  debent,  nec  legari  :  Yet  the  King  may  commit  the  Tempo¬ 
ralties  of  them,  during  the  Vacation  ;  as  by  the  Statute  of  14 
E.  3.  appeareth. 

Chap- 
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Chap.  6.  Heirs  {hd.ll  be  married  without  Difparagc- 
ment. 

Chap.  j.  A  Widow,  after  the  Death  of  her  Hufband, 
incontinent,  and  without  any  difficulty,  {hall  have  her 
Marriage,  and  her  Inheritance ;  and  fnall  give  nothing 
for  her  Dower,  her  Marriage,  or  her  Inheritance,  which 
her  Hufband,  or  fhe,  held  the  Day  of  the  Death  of  her 
Hufband  :  And  fhe  fhall  (e)  tarry  in  the  Chief-houfe  of 
her  Hufband,  by  forty  Days  after  the  Death  of  her  Huf¬ 
band  :  Within  which  Days,  her  Dower  fhall  be  affigned 
her,  (if  it  were  not  affigned  her  before)  or  that  the 
Houfe  be  a  (f)  Cafrle.  And  if  fhe  depart  from  the  Caf- 
tle,  then  a  (g)  competent  Houfe  fhall  be  forthwith  pro¬ 
vided  for  her  ;  in  the  which,  fhe  may  honeftly  dwell,  un¬ 
til  her  Dower  be  to  her  affigned,  as  aforefaid  :  And  fhe 
fhall,  in  the  mean  Time,  have  her  (h)  reafonable  Ef lo¬ 
vers  of  the  common.  And  for  her  Dower,  fhall  be  affiomed 
unto  her,  the  third  Part  of  all  the  Lands  of  her  Hufband, 
which  were  his,  during  coverture ;  except  fhe  were  en¬ 
dowed  of  lefs,  at  the  Church  Door.  ( i)  No  Widow 
fhall  be  defcrained  to  marry  herfslf,  fo  long  as  fhe  fhall 

(e)  This  is  called  her  Quarantine.  Therefore,  if  fhe  marry 
within  the  forty  Days,  fhe  lofes  her  Quarantine  :  For  her  Wi¬ 
dowhood  is  paft,  and  fhe  has  provided  for  herfelf ;  and  her 
Quarantine  is  appropriated  to  her  Widow’s  Eftate. 

(f)  This  is  intended  of  a  warlike  Cable,  maintained  for 
the  neceflary  Defence  of  the  Realm. 

(g)  This  mufc  be  a  Houfe,  whereof  fhe  is  dowable. 

( h )  That  is,  Suftenance. 

When  Eftovers  are  reftrained  to  Woods,  it  fignifies  Houfe  - 
boot.  Hedge-boot,  and  Plow-boot. 

(i)  This  is  meant  of  Widows-Tenants,  in  dower  of  Lands 
holden  of  the  King,  by  Knights-fervice  in  Chief  ;  and  there¬ 
upon,  fhe  is  called  the  King’s-Widow.  And  if  fhe  marry 
without  Licenfe,  fhe  fhall  pay  a  Fine  of  the  Value  of  her  Dow¬ 
er,  by  one  Year. 

The  Reafon  is,  Ne  forte  capitalibus  inimicis  Domini  Regis  ma- 
ritentur :  Old  Readers  fay  this,  left  marrying  Strangers,  the 
Treafure  of  the  Realm  might  be  carried  out :  Others,  that 
becaufe  upon  the  Alignment  of  her  Dower,  fhe  is  fworn  in 
Chancery,  that  fhe  fhall  not  marry  without  Licenfe;  and  there¬ 
fore,  if  fhe  doth,  contrary  to  her  Oath,  fhe  fhall  pay  a  Fine. 
Others,  that  it  is  a  Contempt,  to  marry  without  the  King’s 
Licenfe,  and  againft  this  Statute. 


have 
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have  a  Mind  to  live  without  a  Hufband  :  But  yet  ye  (hall 
find  Surety,  that  fhe  fhall  not  marry  without  our  Licenfe 
and  Affent,  if  £he  hold  of  us  ;  nor  without  the  Afient  of 
the  Lord,  if  the  hold  of  another.  Prerogative!  Regis ,  cap. 
4.  Stat.  20.  H.  3.  1. 

Chap.  8.  But  we,  or  our  (k)  Bailiffs,  fhall  not  (l)  feize 
any  Land  or  ( m )  Rent  for  any  Debt,  fo  long  as  the  pre- 
fent  Goods  and  Chatties  of  the  Debtor,  fhall  be  fufficient 
to  pay  the  Debt,  and  the  Debtor  himfelf  be  ready  to  fa- 
tisfy  therefore.  Neither  fnail  the  (n)  Pledges  of  the 
Debtor  be  diftrained,  fo  long  as  the  principal  Debtor  be 
fufficient  for  the  Payment  of  the  Debt :  And  if  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Debtor  fail  in  the  Payment  of  the  Debt,  not  having 
wherewithal  to  pay,  or  will  not  pay  where  he  is  able, 
the  Pledges  fhall  anfwer  for  the  Debt;  and  if  they  (0) 
will,  they  fhall  have  the  Lands,  and  Rents  of  the  Debtor, 
until  they  be  fatisfied  of  that  Debt,  which  they  before 
paid  for  him  :  Unlefs  the  principal  Debtor  can  fhew  him¬ 
felf  acquitted  againft  the  faid  Sureties.  See  Cap.  18. 
33.  L/.  8.  c.  39. 

Chap.  9.  The  City  of  London  fhall  have  all  the  old  Li¬ 
berties  and  Cuftoms,  which  it  hath  been  ufed  to  have  (p). 

Moreover, 

(k)  The  Sheriff,  and  his  under  Bailiffs. 

(l)  By  Order  of  common  Lav/,  the  King,  for  his  Debt, 
had  Execution  of  the  Body,  Lands,  and  Goods  of  the  Debtor : 
This  is  an  Aft  of  Grace,  and  reftrains  the  Power  the  King  had 
before. 

(tn)  For  Rents,  fee  the  fir  ft  Injlit.  lit.  lib.  2:  cap.  12.  To 
which  add,  1.  Rents  of  Affize,  which  are  the  certain  Rents  of 
Freeholders,  and  antient  Copyholders ;  becaufe  they  be  aflized 
and  certain,  and  diftinguilhed  from  Farm-Rents  for  Life, 
Years,  or  at  Will,  variable,  and  incertain.  2.  White  Rents, 
or  commonly  called  Quit-Rents,  becaufe  paid  in  Silver.  5. 
Black  Mail,  or  Black  Rents,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  White 
Rents.  4.  Rcdditus  Refoluti,  Rents  iffuing  out  of  the  Ma¬ 
nors,  &c.  to  other  L  ords,  CV.  Fee-Farm.  For  this  kind  of 
Rent,  fee  Gloccf  cap  8. 

(n)  As  Pledges,  or  Sureties  to  keep  the  Peace.  Pledges  for 
a  Fine  to  the  King,  upon  a  Contempt,  &c.  are  within  this 
Branch:  But  othenvife,  of  Mainpernors ;  as  appears  by  Glan- 
<vil,  to  be  common  Law,  before  this  Aft. 

(0)  It  appeared  by  Glanvil,  that  this  was  the  common  Law. 
Lib.  to.  cap.  4.  Cf  5. 

(p)  The  Mirror  fays,  c.  5.  §.  2.  This  Chapter  is  thus  in¬ 
terpretable. 
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Moreover,  we  will,  and  grant,  that  all  other  Cities,  Bo¬ 
roughs,  Towns,  and  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque-Ports, 
and  all  other  Ports,  fhail  have  all  their  Liberties,  and  Free- 
Cuftorns.  Articuli  fuper  Chart  as,  c.  7.  3.  Buljirode.  2. 

Cro.  Car.  25  x. 

Chap.  10.  No  (q)  Man  {hall  be  deflrained  to  do  more 
Service  for  a  Knight’s  Fee,  nor  for  any  Freehold,  than 
therefore  is  due. 

Chap.  ix.  (r)  Common-Pleas  {hall  not  follow  our  Court; 

terpretable,  <v:z.  That  the  Citizens  have  their  Franchifes,  of 
which  they  are  inherited  by  a  lawful  Title,  from  the  Gifts  and 
Confirmations  of  Kings  ;  and  which  they  have  never  forfeited 
by  any  Abufe  :  And  that  they  h?.ve  their  Franchifes  and  Cuf- 
toms,  which  are  fufFerable  by  Right,  and  not  contrary  to  Law. 
And  this  Interpretation  of  London,  it  to  be  underftood  of 
the  Cinque-Ports,  and  other  Places.  This  agrees  with  our 
latter  Books. 

Maxim.  A  Man  cannot  claim  any  Thing  by  Cudom  or 
prefcription,  agaialt  a  Statute,  unlefs  the  Cuftorn  or  Prefcrip- 
tion  be  laved  by  another  Statute.  For  example  :  TheyofZ,o«- 
don,  claim  by  Cuftom,  to  give  Lands  without  Licenfe,  to 
Mortmain;  becaufe  this  Cudom  is  faved  and preferved,  not 
only  by  this  Chapter  of  Magna  Charta,  but  by  divers  other 
Statutes :  And  fo  of  the  reft.  See  more  of  London  in  the  fourth 
Injiit ■  c.  Of  the  Courts  of  the  City  of  London. 

(q)  This  was  the  ancient  Law  of  England:  Glenvil.  lib.  12. 
cap.  9,  10. 

If  Tncroachments  be  made  upon  a  Tenant  in  Tail,  or  for 
Life,  or  any  other,  who  cannot  maintain  a  Writ  of  Ne  Injufie 
•sexes,  nor  a  contra  formam  Collationis,  nor  other  Remedy  ;  he 
lhall  have  an  Aftion  upon  this  Statute  For  it  intended  to  re¬ 
lieve  thofe,  that  had  no  Remedy  by  the  common  Law. 

(r)  Before  this  Statute,  Common-Pleas  might  be  held  in  the 
King’s-Bench  ;  and  all  original  Writs  returnable  into  the  fame 
Bench  :  And  becaufe  the  Court  was  held  Coram  Rege,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the  King’s  Court,  and  removed  at  the  King’s  Will, 
the  Returns  were  nbicunque  fuerimus,  See.  whereupon  many 
Difcontinuances  enfued,  great  Trouble  of  Jurors,  Charges  of 
Parries,  and  Delay  of  Juftice  :  Wherefore  this  Statute  was 
made. 

There  are  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  which  are  called  otherwife, 
and  aptly,  criminal  and  mortal  Pleas;  and  Common-Pleas, 
aptly  called  Civil  Thefe  latter  are  divided  into  real,  perfo- 
nal,  andmixt:  They  are  not  called  Common-Pleas,  becaufe 
held  by  common  Perfons ;  for  the  King  may  be  party  to  a 
farmer  Flea,  as  to  a  Sh/are  Itnpedit ,  or  the  like. 


but 
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but  fhall  be  holden  in  tome  Place  certain.  Articula  fuper 
Chartas ,  c.  7.  Reg.  fo.  187.  V.  N.  B.  137.  St.  28.  E. 

1.  4.  Co.  Injiit.  4.  Part.  99.  Mirror.  31 1.  11.  Co.  75. 

2.  Buljlrode.  123. 

Chap.  12.  Affizes  of  Novel- Diffeiji,  and  of  Mortdan - 
cejlor ,  fhall  not  be  taken,  but  (s)  in  the  Shires,  and  af¬ 
ter  this  Manner  :  If  we  be  out  of  this  Realm,  (t)  our 
chief  Juflicers  fhall  fend  our  Jufticers  through  every 
County,  once  in  the  Year;  who,  with  the  Knights  of 
the  Shires,  fhall  take  the  faid  Affizes  in  thofe  Counties  : 
And  thofe  Things,  that  at  the  coming  of  our  aforefaid 
Jufticers,  being  fent  to  take  thofe  Affizes  in  the  Counties, 
cannot  be  determined,  fhall  be  ended  by  them  in  (u) 
fome  other  Place,  in  their  Circuit.  And  thofe  Things, 

which 

(s)  This  greatly  eafes  the  Jurors,  and  faves  the  Charges  of 
Parties  and  Time,  fo  that  they  might  follow  their  proper  Oc- 
cafions.  It  is  a  great  Benefit  to  the  Subject,  to  have  Juftice 
done  him  at  home,  in  his  own  Country. 

For  thefe  Writs,  fee  1.  InJUt.  §.  234. 

If  an  Aflize  be  taken  in  propria  comitatu,  and  the  Tenant 
plead,  and  after  the  Aflize  is  difcondnued  by  the  non  Vena  of 
the  Juftices  ;  this  Aft  extends  to  the  Aflize,  but  not  to  a  Re¬ 
attachment  thereupon  ;  for  that  the  Aflize  was  firft  arraigned, 
and  examined  in  the  proper  County. 

This  Aft  extends  not  to  a  Writ  of  Attaint,  brought  upon 
the  Verdift  of  the  Recognitors  of  the  Aflize.  And  with  this 
Briton  agrees,  c.  97.  f.  240. 

ft)  This  chief  Jufticer,  when  the  King  is  out  of  the  Realm, 
is  thus  defcribed  by  Ockham,  Rege  extra  Regnum  agente ,  l/revia 
dirigebantur  fab  nomine  prejidentis  JuJHciarii,  &  E ejhmonio  ejuf- 
dem.  He  is  conftituted  by  Letters  Patents,  to  be  Cujios  Jive 
Gardianus  Regni ;  and  for  his  Time,  is  Prorex  :  Such  as  was 
Edward,  Duke  of  Cornwal,  13.  E.  3.  &c.  And  this  Statute 
is  intended  of  fuch  a  Lieutenant,  or  Keeper  of  the  Kingdom  : 
For  it  is  faid,  they  fhall  name,  and  fend  Juftices  by  Authority 
under  the  great  Seal,  under  their  own  Bejie  ;  which  none  can 
do  but  the  King  himfelf,  if  he  be  prefent,  or  his  Keeper,  &c. 
if,  as  this  Aft  fays,  he  be  extra  Regnum.  And  this  Lieutenant, 
or  Keeper  of  the  Kingdom,  was  called  Capitalis  JiJiiciarius, 
before  this  Aft.  Gian-  1.  12.  c.  25. 

(u)  This  is  taken  largely  and  beneficially  ;  for  they  may  not 
only  make  Adjournment  before  the  fame  Juftices,  in  their  Cir¬ 
cuit  ;  but  alfo  to  Wejiminfier,  or  Serjeants  Inn,  or  any  other 
Place  out  of  their  Circuit,  by  the  Equity  of  this  Statute. 

Though 
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which  for  the  Difficulty  of  fome  Articles,  cannot  be  de¬ 
termined  by  them,  fhall  be  referred  to  the  Jufticers  of  the 
Bench,  and  there  fhall  be  ended.  Reg.  fol.  197.  Stat. 
13.  E.  1.  30. 

Chap.  13.  Affizes  of  Darreine  Prefentment  fhall  be  al¬ 
ways  taken  before  our  Jufticers  of  the  Bench,  (x)  and  there 
fhall  be  determined.  Reg.  fol.  30.  Sta.  13.  E.  1.  30. 

Chap.  14.  (y)  A  Free  Man  fhall  not  be  (z)  amerced  for 
a  fmall  Fault,  but  after  the  Manner  of  the  Fault;  and 
for  a  great  Fault,  according  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  Fault, 
( a )  faving  to  him  his  Contenement ;  and  a  Merchant 
likewife,  faving  to  him  his  (bj  Merchandize:  and  any 
other  (c)  Villein  than  ours,  fhall  be  in  like  Manner 
amerced,  hiving  his  ( d),  if  he  fall  into  our  Mercy.  And 
none  of  the  aforefaid  Amercements  fhall  be  aflefled,  but 
by  the  Oath  of  honeft  and  lawful  Men,  of  the  Vicinage. 

Though  the  Statute  only  fpeaks  of  an  Adjournment  in  an 
Affize  of  Novel  DiJJeiJln ,  & c.  yet  a  Certificate  of  an  Affize  is 
within  this  Statute. 

(x)  By  W.  2.  ’tis  provided,  that  Juflices  of  NiJJ prius,  may 
give  Judgment  in  an  Affize  of  Darreine  Prefentment,  and 
Sh/are  Impedit. 

(y)  Here  he  is  taken  for  a  Freeholder  This  Liber  homo 
extends  as  well  to  foie  Corporations,  as  Bifhops,  &c.  as  to 
Laymen  :  But  not  to  Corporations  aggregate  of  many  ;  as 
Mayor,  and  Commonalty,  and  the  like  :  For  they  can’t  come 
under  thefe  Words,  Liber  homo,  &c 

(z)  This  Add  extends  not  to  Fines  impofed  by  any  Court  of 
Juilice  :  This  Statute  in  fome  Cafes  of  Amerciaments,  is  to  be 
intended  of  private  Men,  and  not  of  Amerciament  of  Officers, 
or  Minilters  of  Juftice. 

( a )  Contenement ,  fignines  his  Countenance;  which  he  hath 
together  with,  and  by  Reafon  of  his  Freehold  :  And  in  this 
Senfe,  the  Statute  of  1.  E.  3.  c.  4.  Stat.  2.  and  Old.  Nat. 
Brev.  ufe  it.  Where  Countenance  is  ufed  for  Contenement, 
the  Armour  of  a  Soldier,  and  the  Books  of  a  Scholar,  are  their 
Countenances. 

(b )  For  Trade  and  Traffick  is  his  Livelihood,  and  the  Life 
of  the  Common-wealth  ;  wherein  the  King,  and  every  Subject 
hath  Intereft. 

(c )  Villein  here  is  taken  for  a  Bond-man,  Nat  buns  de  San¬ 
guine,  or  Servus.  A  Villein  is  free  to  fue,  or  be  fued,  by, 
and  againft  all  Men,  faving  his  Lord. 

(d)  Wainage  -  is  the  Countenance  of  a  Villein-,  but  yet  the 
Lord  may  take  it  at  his  PKafure. 

Earls 
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Earls  and  Barons  fliall  not  be  amerced,  but  by  their 
Peers,  and  according  to  the  Manner  of  their  Offence. 
No  ecclefiaftical  Perfon  fliall  be  amerced  after  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  his  ecclefiaftical  (e)  Benefice ;  but  after  his  Lay- 
Tenement,  and  after  the  Quantity  of  his  Offence. 

Chap.  15.  No  Town,  nor  Freemen,  fhall  be  diftrained 
to  make  Bridges,  nor  (f)  Banks ;  but  fuch  as  of  old 
Time,  and  of  right  have  been  accuftomed  to  make  them 
in  the  Time  of  King  Henry ,  our  Grandfather. 

Chap.  16.  No  Banks  fhall  be  defended  from  henceforth, 
but  fuch  as  were  in  Defence,  in  the  Time  of  King 
Henry ,  our  Grandfather,  by  the  fame  Places ;  and  the 
fame  Bounds,  as  they  were  wont  to  be  in  his  Time  (g). 

Chap.  17.  No  Sheriff,  ( h)  Conftable,  Efcheator,  (i)  Co¬ 
roner, 

(e)  Benefice"]  is  a  large  Word,  and  taken  for  any  ecclefiafti¬ 
cal  Promotion,  or  fpiritual  Living  whatfoever. 

Here’s  a  great  Privilege  of  the  Church,  that  if  an  ecclefiafti¬ 
cal  Perfon  be  amerced,  (though  Amercements  belong  to  the 
King)  yet  he  fhall  not  be  amerced,  but  only  in  refpeft  of  his 
Lay-Fee  ;  not  of  his  fpiritual  Promotion,  or  Benefice. 

(f)  Bank  is  here  the  Extrema  &  eminentior  terra  ora,  quam 
fiu-uius  utrinque  alluit. 

(g)  This  Statute  the  Mirror  fays,  cap.  5.  §.  2.  is  now  out 
of  ufe. 

(h)  Is  here  taken  for  Conftable  of  a  Caftle,  from  the  Word 
Cafiellanus ;  and  Cafiellani  were  Men  in  antient  Times,  of  Ac¬ 
count  and  Authority  ;  and  for  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  SsV.  had 
the  like  Authority  within  their  Precinfts,  as  the  Sheriff  had 
within  his  Bailywick,  before  this  Aft  :  and  they  commonly 
fealed  with  their  Portraiture  on  Horfeback.  Regularly  every 
Caftle  contains  a  Manor,  fo  that  every  Conftable  of  a  Caftle, 
is  Conftable  of  a  Manor. 

(i)  He  is  called  fo,  becaufe  he  is  an  Officer  of  the  Crown, 
and  hath  Cognizance  of  fome  Pleas ;  which  are  called  Placita 
Corona. 

By  the  antient  Law,  he  ought  to  be  a  Knight ;  honeft,  loyal, 
and  fage  :  Et  qui  melius  ficiat,  pojfit  officio  illi  intender.e. 

If  you  afk,  what  Authority  he  had  ?•  The  fame  he  hath  now, 
in  cafe  when  any  Man  comes  to  a  violent  or  untimely  Death  : 
Super  njifium  corporis,  &c.  Abjurations  and  Outlawries,  SsV. 
Appeals  of  Death  by  Bill,  &c.  This  Authority  of  the  Coro¬ 
ner,  viz.  the  Coroner  folely  to  take  an  Indiftment,  Super  vi- 
fum  corporis  ;  and  to  take  an  Appeal,  and  to  enter  the  Appeal : 
But  he  can  proceed  no  further,  either  upon  the  Indiftment,  or 
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roner,  nor  ( d)  any  other  our  Bailiffs,  fhall  hold  Pleas  of 
our  Crown.  Mirror,  313. 

Chap.  18.  If  any  that  holds  of  us  Lay-Fee,  do  die,  and 
our  Sheriff,  or  Bailiff,  do  fhew  our  Letters-Patents  of  our 
Summons  for  Debt,  which  the  Defuncft  did  owe  to  us  : 
It  fhall  be  lawful  to  our  Sheriff,  or  Bailiff,  to  attach  and 
inroll  all  the  Goods  and  Chatties  of  the  Defundt,  being 
found  in  the  faid  Fee,  to  the  Value  of  the  fame  Debt,  by 
the  Sight  and  Teftimony  of  lawful  Men  ;  fo  that  nothing 
thereof  fhall  be  taken  away,  until  we  be  clearly  paid  off 
the  Debt.  And  the  Refidue  fnall  remain  to  the  Execu¬ 
tors,  to  perform  the  Teftament  of  the  Defunct.  And  if 
nothing  be  owing  to  us,  all  the  Chatties  fhall  go  the  Ufe 
of  the  Defundf ;  ( e )  faving  to  his  Wife,  and  Children, 
their  reafonable  Parts.  Stat.  33.  H.  8.  c.  39. 

Chap.  19.  No  Conftable  or  his  Bailiff,  fhall  take  Corn, 
or  other  Chatties,  of  any  Man,  if  the  Man  be  not  of  the 
Town  where  the  Caftle  is  ;  but  he  fhall  forthwith  pay 
for  the  fame,  unlefs  the  will  of  the  Seller  was  to  refpite 
the  Payment  :  And  if  he  be  of  the  fame  Town,  the  Price 
fnall  be  paid  to  him  within  forty  Days  (f). 

Chap.  20.  No  Conftable  fhall  deftrain  any  Knight,  for 
to  give  Money  for  keeping  of  his  Caftle,  if  he  himfelf  will 
do  it  in  his  proper  Perfon,  or  caufe  it  to  be  done  by  ano- 

the  Appeal,  but  to  deliver  them  over  to  the  Juftices.  And  for 
the  further  Authority  of  the  Coroner  in  High  Treafon,  fee  19. 
H.  6.  fo.  47,  and  confider  well  thereof. 

(d)  By  thefe  Words  is  comprehended  all  Judges,  or  Juf- 
tices  of  any  Courts  of  Juftice. 

(e)  The  Adminillrators  of  a  Man  that  dies  inteftate,  or  Exe  ¬ 
cutors  of  any  that  make  no  Difpofal  of  his  whole  perfonal 
Eftate,  Goods,  Debts,  and  Chatties  ;  the  Adminillrators,.  or 
Executors,  after  the  Debts  paid,  and  Will  performed,  ought 
not  to  take  any  Thing  to  his  or  their  Ufe  ;  but  ought,  though 
there  be  no  particular  Cuflom,  to  divide  them,  according  to 
this  A61 :  For  this  Right  doth  this  Statute  fave  by  thefe  Words, 
Saving  to  his  Wife  and  Children  their  reafonable  Parts.  And 
the  Adminillrators  lhall  be  allowed  of  this  Dillribution,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Statute  upon  this  Account,  before  the  Ordi¬ 
nary. 

(f)  Here  alfo,  Conftable  is  taken  for  Cajtellaiius.  No  Pur¬ 
veyance  lhall  be  taken,  but  only  for  the  King’s  and  Queen’s 
Houfes  ;  and  for  no  other  :  So  that,  this  Grievance  is  by  this 
Adt  taken  away. 

ther 
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ther  fufficient  Man,  if  he  may  not  do  it  himfelf  for  a  rea- 
fonable  Caufe.  And  if  we  do  lead,  or  fend  him  in  an 
Army,  he  fhall  be  free  from  Caftle-Guaxd,  for  the  Time 
that  he  {hall  be  with  us,  in  Fee  in  our  Hoff;  for  the 
which  he  hath  done  Service  in  our 'Wars  (g). 

Chap.  21.  No  Sheriff,  nor  Bailiff  of  ours,  or  any  otherj 
fhall  take  the  Horfes  or  Carts  of  any  Man,  to  make  Car¬ 
riage,  unlefs  he  pay  the  old  Price  limited  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
for  Carriage  with  two  Horfes,  Ten-pence  a  Day;  for 
three  Horfes,  Fourteen-pence  a  Day.  No  Demefne  Cart*' 
of  any  ecclefiaftical  Perfon,  or  Knight,  or  any  Lord, 
fhall  be  taken  by  our  Bailiffs  :  Nor  we,  nor  our  Bailiffs, 
»or  any  other,  {hall  take  any  Man’s  W ood  for  our  Caf- 
ties,  or  other  our  Neceffaries  to  be  done  ;  but  by  the  Li-* 
cence  of  him  (h),  whofe  the  Wood  is.  Stat.  14.  E.  3. 
19.  Stat.  25.  E.  3.  6.  Stat.  13.  ca.  2.  8. 

Chap.  22.  ft)  We  will  not  hold  the  Lands  of  them  that 
be  (k)  convift  of  Felony,  but  one  Year  and  one  Day  ; 
and  then  thofe  Lands  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Fee.  O.  N.  B.  f.  99.  Mirror,  313. 

(g)  Here  Conftable  is  in  the  former  Senfe.  See  1  Injllt. 

This  Aft  is  declaratory  of  the  common  Law :  For,  firft. 
That  he  that  held  by  Caftle-Guard,  that  is,  to  keep  a  Tower, 
or  a  Gate,  or  fuch  like  of  a  Caftle,  in  time  of  W ar,  might 
do  it  either  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  other  fufficient  Perfon  for 
him,  and  in  his  Place.  Some  hold  by  fuch  Services,  that  they 
cannot  do  it  in  Perfon,  as  Mayor  and  Commonalty,  Dean  and 
Chapter,  c $c.  Infants  being  Purchafers,  ©V.  Therefore  they 
might  make  a  Deputy,  by  Order  of  the  common  Law. 

Secondly,  If  fuch  a  Tenant  be,  by  the  King,  led,  or  fent  to 
his  Hoft,  in  the  Time  of  War,  the  Tenant  is  excufed,  and  quit 
of  his  Service  for  keeping  the  Caftle,  either  by  himfelf  or  ano¬ 
ther,  during, the  Time  that  he  fo  ferve  the  King  in  his  Hoft  : 
For,  when  the  King  commands  his  Service  in  the  Hoft,  he  dif- 
penfes  with  that,  by  Reafon  of  his  Tenure  ;  for  one  Man  can¬ 
not  ferve  in  Perfon,  in  two  Places. 

(h)  The  common  Law  hath  fo  admeafured  the  Prerogative 
of  the  King,  as  he  cannot  take,  nor  prejudice  the  Inheritance 
of  any  Man  ;  and  a  Man  hath  an  Inheritance  in  his  Woods. 

(1)  This  is  to  be  underftood,  when  a  Tenant  in  Fee-ftmple 
is  attainted;  for  where  Tenant  in  Tail,  or  for  Life,  is  ataint- 
ed,  there  the  King  fhall  have  the  Profits  of  the  Land,  during 
the  Life  of  Tenant  in  Tail,  or  of  the  Tenant  for  Life, 

( k),  Here  convift  is  taken  for  attainted. 

D  Ch. 
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Chap.  23.  All  (k)  Weares  from  henceforth,  {hall  be  ut¬ 
terly  put  down  by  Thames  and  Medway,  throughout  all 
England ,  but  only  by  the  Sea-coaft,  Stat.  12.  E.  4.  7. 

Chap.  24.  The  Writ  that  is  called  Pracipe  in  Capite , 
{hall  be  from  henceforth  granted  to  no  Perfon  of  any 
Freehold,  whereby  any  Freeman  may  lofe  his  Court. 
O.  N.  B.  fol.  12.  Fitz,  N.  B.  f.  5.  f.  39.  h. 

Chap.  25.  One  Meafure  of  Wine  fhall  be  through  our 
Realm,  and  one  Meafure  of  Ale,  and  one  Meafure  of 
Corn  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  Quarter  of  London :  And  one 
Breath  of  dyed  Cloth,  RulTets,  and  Haberjefts  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  two  Yards  within  the  Lifts.  And  it  {hall  be  of 
Weights,  as  it  is  of  Meafures  (l).  Stat.  14.  E.  3.  12. 
Stat.  27.  E.  3.  10.  Stat.  8.  H.  6.  5.  11.  H.  7.  4.  1. 

Stat.  17.  Car,  1.  c.  19. 

Chap.  26.  Nothing  from  henceforth  {hall  be  given  for  a 
Writ  of  Inquifition,  nor  taken  of  him  that  prayeth  In- 
quifition  of  Life,  or  of  Member  (m)  but  it  fhall  be  grant¬ 
ed  freely,  and  not  denied.  Stat.  3.  E.  1.  11.  Stat.  13, 
E.  1.  29.  Reg.  fol.  133,  134.  Mirror ,  314. 

Chap.  27.  If  any  do  hold  of  us  by  (nj  Fee-Farm,  or  by 

Soccage 

(k)  The  Latin  Word  is  Kidelli,  Kidells,  which  is  a  proper 
Word  for  open  Weares,  whereby  Fifh  are  caught. 

And  Glan-vil  fays,  this  Pourpreftuxe  w<j.s  forbidden  by  the 
common  Law.  1 

(l)  This,  that  there  fhould  be  one  Meafure,  and  one 
Weight  through  England,  is  grounded  upon  the  Law  of  God, 
Deut.  25.  13,  14.  And  this  by  Parliament  hath  often  been 
enabled,  but  could  never  be  effefted  :  fo  forceffive  is  Cuftora 
concerning  Multitudes,  when  it  hath  gotten  an  Head. 

For  the  Breadth  and  Length  of  Cloth,  fee  many  Statutes 
made  after  this  Aft. 

( m)  This  is  the  Writ  de  Qdio  &  atia,  antiently  called  Ireve 
de  Bono  &  Malo,  and  here  of  Life  and  Member,  which  the 
common  Law  gave  to  a  Man  imprifoned,  though  for  the  moft 
odious  Caufe,  for  the  Death  of  a  Man,  for  the  which  without 
the  King’s  Writ  he  could  not  be  bailed ;  yet  the  Law  favour¬ 
ing  the  Liberty  of  a  Man  from  Jmprifonment,  and  that  he 
fhoukl  not  be  kept  in  Prifon,  till  the  Juftices  in  Eyre  fhould 
come,  at  which  Time  he  was  to  be  tried,  he  might  fue  out 
this  Writ  of  Inquifition  directed  to  the  Sheriff. 

(n)  Fee-Farm  properly  is,  when  the  Lord,  upon  the  Crea¬ 
tion  of  the  Tenancy,  referves  to  hixnfelf,  and  his  Heirs,  either 
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Soccage  (o),  or  (p)  Burgage,  and  he  holdeth  Lands  of 
-another  by  Knight’s  Service  ;  we  will  not  have  the  Cus¬ 
tody  of  his  Heir,  nor  of  his  Land,  which  is  holden  of  the 
Fee  of  another,  by  Reafon  of  that  Fee-Farm,  or  Soc- 
cage,  or  Burgage.  Neither  will  we  have  the  Cuftody  of 
fuch  Fee-Farm,  Soccage,  or  Burgage,  except  Knight’s- 
Service  be  due  unto  us  out  of  the  fame  Farm.  We  will 
not  have  the  Cuftody  of  the  Heir,  or  of  any  Land,  which 
he  holdeth  of  another  by  Knight’s  Service,  by  Occafion  of 
any  Petit-Serjeantry,  that  any  Man  holdeth  of  us  by  Ser¬ 
vice,  to  pay  a  Rent,  an  Arrow,  or  the  like.  Rep.  12. 
Car.  2.  c.  24. 

Chap.  28.  No  ( q)  Bailiff  from  henceforth  fhall  put  any 
Man  to  his  open  Law,  nor  to  an  Oath,  upon  his  own 
(r)  bare  faying,  without  -faithful  Witneffes  brought  in 
for  the  fame. 

the  Rent,  for  which  it  was  let  before  to  Farm,  or,  at  lead,  a 
fourth  Fart  of  that  Farm-Rent.  But 

Britt 07i  fays,  that  Fee-Farms  are  Lands  held  in  Fee,  to  ren¬ 
der  for  them  yearly  the  true  Value,  either  more,  or  lefs :  And 
is  called  a  Fee-Farm,  becaufe  a  Farm-Rent  is  referved  upon  a 
Grant  in  Fee.  And  regularly,  as  it  appears  by  this  Aft,  Lands 
granted  in  Fee-farm  are  holden  in  Soccage,  unlefs  an  exprefs 
Tenure  by  Knjghts-fervice  be  referved. 

( °)  Soccage  is  the  Service  of  the  Plough  and  Cart.  Co.  Lit . 

ii7- 

(p)  Burgage,  fignifieth  the  Service  whereby  the  Borough 
is  holden.  Co.  Lit.  §.  i6z. 

This  Aft,  as  well  concerning  Tenures  in  Fee-Farm,  Soc¬ 
cage,  and  Burgage,  as  by  petit  Serjeantry,  is  declaratory  of  the 
common  Law,  and  in  condant  Ufe  to  this  Day.  Glanvil.  lib. 
7.  cap  q. 

( q)  '  By  this  it  appears,  that  under  this  Word  Bailiff,  in  this 
Aft,  is  comprehended  every  Judice,  Minider  of  the  King-, 
Steward,  and  Bailiff. 

( r)  Every  Wager  of  Law  countervails  a  Jury,  for  the  De¬ 
fendant  fhall  make  his  Law  De  duodecitna  manu ,  viz.  an  Ele» 
ven,  and  himfelf. 

The  Party  himfelf,  when  he  maketh  his  Law,  fhall  be  fworn 
de  fidelitate,  that  is  direftly,  or  abfolutely,  and  the  others,  de 
Credulitate,  that  they  believe,  that  he  faith  true. 

^To  make  his  Law,  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  to  take  his  Oath, 
&c.  and  it  is  fo  called,  becaufe  the  Law  gives  him  that  means 
by  his  own  Oath  to  free  himfelf. 
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Ch.  29.  No  (s)  Freemen  {hall  be  (t)  taken,  or  im- 
prifoned,  or  (u)  diffeifed  of  his  Freehold,  or  (x)  Liber¬ 
ties,  or  (y)  Free-Cuftoms  ;  or  be  (z)  out-lawed,  or  (a)  ex¬ 
iled,  or  any  otherwife  (b)  deftroyed  :  Neither  will  we  pafs 
upon  him,  nor  put  him  into  Prifon,  nor  condemn  him, 
but  by  (c)  lawful  Judgement  of  his  Peers,  or  by  the  (d) 
Law  of  the  Land,  (e)  We  will  fell  to  no  Man,  we  will 
not  deny,  or  defer  to  any  Man,  either  Juftice  or  Right. 
Stat.  2.  E.  3.  and  Stat.  5.  E.  3,  &  9.  Stat.  14.  E.  3. 
14.  28.  E.  3.  3.  Stat.  ir.  R.  2.  10.  17.  Car.  1.  10. 
Stat.  37.  E.  3.  18.  Stat.  4.  H.  7.  12.  In  fins . 

( s )  This  extends  to  Villeins,  faving  again#  their  Lord. 

Albeit  homo  extends  to  both  Sexes,  yet  by  Adt  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  it  is  enadled  and  declared,  that  this  Chapter  ftiould  ex¬ 
tend  to  Dutcheffes,  Counteffes,  and  Baroneffes ;  but  Mar- 
chioneffes,  and  Vifcounteffes  are  omitted ;  but,  however  are 
comprehended. 

(t)  Taken  or  impri fined.  ]  Attached  and  arrefted  are  com¬ 
prehended  herein. — Laken  :  That  is  reftrained  of  Liberty,  by 
Petition,  or  Suggeftion  to  the  King,  or  his  Council,  unlefs  by 
Indidlment,  or  Prefentment  of  Good  and  lawful  Men,  where 
fuch  Deeds  be  done. 

(u)  Dijfieifed.  i.  e.  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods,  and  Chattels 
fhall  not  be  feized  into  the  King’s  Hands,  contrary  to  this 
great  Charter,  and  the  Law  of  the  Land  ;  nor  any  diffeifed  of 
his  Lands  or  Tenements,  or  difpoffeft  of  his  Goods  or  Chattels, 
contrary  to  the  Law  of  Land. 

(x)  Liberties  hath  three  Significations. 

1 .  The  Laws  of  the  Realm,  in  which  Refpedt,  this  Charter 
is  called  Charta  Libertatum. 

2.  The  Freedom  that  the  Subjects  of  England  have. 

3.  Signify,  the  Franchifes  and  Privileges,  which  the  Sub- 
jedls  have  from  the  Gift  of  the  King  ;  as  the  Goods  and  Chat¬ 
tels  of  Felons,  Out-laws,  and  the  like  ;  or  which  the  Subjedt 
Claims  by  Prefcription,  as  Wreck,  Waif,  Stray,  and  the  like. 

Generally,  all  Monopolies  are  again#  this  great  Charter ,  be- 
caufe  again#  the  Liberty  and  Freedom  of  the  Subject,  and 
again#  the  Law  of  the  Land. 

(y)  Of  Cuftoms,  fome  are  general,  and  fome  particular  : 
Which  fee  in  1.  Lift  it.  and  Free  is  added,  for  that  the  Cuffoms 
of  England  bring  a  Freedom  with  them. 

(z)  Oitt-la'wedb]  i.  e.  Barred  to  have  the  Benefit  of  the  Law. 

(a)  By  the  Law,  £ffr.  none  can  be  exiled,  or  banilhed  out  of 

his  native  Country,  but  either  by  Parliament,  or  in  cafe  of 
Abjuration  for  Felony,  by  the  common  Law. 
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This  beneficial  Law,  is  conftrued  benignly ;  and  therefore,  the 
King  cannot  fend  any  Subject  out  c I  England,  againft  his  Will, 
to  ferve  him  out  of  this  Realm  ;  for  that  he  fhould  be  an  Exile, 
and  he  fhould  perdere  Patriam  ;  no,  not  into  Ireland ,  againft  his 
Will,  to  ferve  him  as  his  Deputy. 

(b)  Defrayed']  i.  e.  Fore-judged  of  Life,  or  Limb,  difherited 
or  put  to  Torture,  or  Death. 

Every  Oppreffion  againft  Law,  by  Colour  of  any  ufurped 
Authority,  is  a  Kind  of  Deftrudtion  ;  and  it  is  the  worft  Op¬ 
preffion,  that  is  done  by  Colour  of  Juftice. 

Any  othemoije  defrayed, ]  Therefore  all  Things,  by  any 
Manner  of  Means,  tending  to  Deftrudlion,  are  prohibited. 

(c)  Only  a  Lord  of  Parliament  of  England,  fhail  be  tried  by 
his  Peers,  being  Lords  of  Parliament :  And  neither  Noblemen 
of  any  other  Country,  nor  others  that  are  called  Lords,  and 
are  no  Lords  of  Parliament,  are  accounted  Peers,  within  this 
Statute. 

Peers,  or  Equals .]  This  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  King’s 
Suit. 

If  a  Nobleman  be  indidted  for  murder,  he  fhail  be  tried  by 
his  Peers  :  But  if  an  Appeal  be  brought  againft  him,  which  is 
at  the  Suit  of  the  Party,  there  he  fhail  be  tried  by  an  ordinary 
Jury  of  twelve  Men,  for  two  Reafons.  I.  Becaufe  the  Appeal 
can’t  be  brought  before  the  Lord  High  Steward  of  England , 
who  is  the  only  Judge  of  Noblemen,  in  cafe  of  Treafon,  or 
Felony.  2.  This  Statute  extends  only  to  the  King’s  Suit; 
and  that  in  cafe  of  Treafon  or  Felony,  or  of  Mifprifion  of  either ; 
or  being  acceftory  to  Felony  before,  or  after,  and  not  to  any 
other  inferior  Offence  :  It  extends  to  the  Trial  itfelf,  whereby 
he  is  to  be  convidled.  A  Peer  of  the  Realm  may  be  indidled 
of  Treafon,  or  Felony,  before  Commiflioners  of  Oyer  and  Ter¬ 
miner  ;  or  in  the  King’s  Bench,  if  the  Treafon  of  Felony  be 
committed  in  the  County,  where  the  King’s  Bench  fits.  He 
may  be  alfo  indidfed  of  Murder,  or  Man-flaughter,  before  the 
Coroner,  dsV. 

If  a  Nobleman  be  indidfed,  and  can’t  be  found,  Procefs  of 
Out-lawry  fhail  be  awarded  againft  him,  per  Legem  Terra ; 
and  lie  fhail  be  out  lawed,  per  'Judicium  Coronatorum  ;  but  tried, 
per  Judicium  parium  Juorum ,  when  he  appears,  and  pleads  to 
iffue. 

By  lawful  Judgment .]  Here  three  Things  are  implied- 

Ftr it,  This  Manner  of  Trial  was  by  Law,  before  this  Sta¬ 
tute. 

Secondly,  That  their  Verdidt  muft  be  legally  given  :  As, 

1 .  The  Lords  ought  to  hear  no  Evidence,  but  in  the  Prefence 
and  Hearing' of  the  frifoner. 

2.  When  they  are  gone  together  to  confider  of  the  Evidence, 
they  can’t  fend  to  the  High-Steward.  t<?  afk  the  judges  any 

D  3  Queftions 
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Queftions  of  Law,  but  in  the  Prifoner’s  hearing  :  Neither  can 
they,  when  they  are  gone  together,  fend  for  the  Judges,  t6 
know  any  Opinion  in  Law  ;  but  the  High-Steward  ought  to 
demand  it  in  Court,  in  the  Prifoner’s  hearing. 

Thirdly,  When  all  the  Evidence  is  given  by  the  King’s 
Council,  the  High-Steward  cannot  colledl  the  Evidence  againft 
the  Prifoner,  or  in  any  Sort  confer  with  the  Lords,  touching 
their  Evidence,  in  the  Prifoner’s  Abfence  ;  but  he  ought  to  be 
called  to  it. 

It  is  called  the  Judgment,  and  not  Verdidt,  of  his  Peers  j 
becaufe  the  Noblemen,  returned  and  charged,  are  not  fworn, 
but  give  their  Judgment  upon  their  Honour  and  Ligeance  to  the 
King. 

(d)  The  Law  of  the  Land. ]  For  the  true  Senfe  of  thefe 
Words,  fee  the  Stat.  37.  E.  3.  c.  8.  where  they  are  rendered, 
without  due  Procefs  of  Law.  This  Chapter  is  but  declarato¬ 
ry  of  the  old  Law  of  England. 

By  the  Law  of  the  Land ;]  That  is,  the  Law  of  England: 
Neither  Lex  Regis  Anglic,  left  it  might  be  thought  to  bind  the 
King  only  ;  nor  Lex  Eopuli  Anglic,  left  to  bind  them  only : 
But  that  it  might  extend  to  all,  it  is  faid.  Lex  Anglia. 

The  Procefs  of  Law  is  two-fold  ;  viz.  by  the  King’s  Writ, 
or  by  due  Proceeding  and  Warrant,  either  in  Deed,  or  in 
Law,  without  Writ. 

In  what  cafes  a  Man  by  the  Law  of  the  Land  may  be  taken, 
arrefted,  attached,  or  imprifoned  in  cafe  of  Treafon  or  Felo¬ 
ny,  before  Prefentment,  Indidtment,  &c.  fee  the  Book  fol.  5  1, 
52.  and  feeing  none  can  be  taken,  &c.  but  by  due  Procefs  of 
Law  according  to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  thefe  Conclufions 
hereupon  do  follow. 

1.  That  a  Commitment  by  Warrant,  either  in  Deed,  or  in 
Law,  is  accounted  due  Procefs  of  Law,  and  by  the  Law  of  the 
Land,  as  well  as  by  Procefs  by  force  of  the  King’s  Writ. 

2.  That  he,  or  they,  which  do  commit,  have  lawful  Au¬ 
thority. 

3.  That  bis  Warrant,  or  Mittimus  be  lawful,  in  writing,  un¬ 
der  his  Hand  and  Seal. 

4.  The  Caufe  muft  be  contained  in  the  Warrant,  as  for 
Treafon,  Feiony,  lAc.  otherwife  if  no  Caufe  be,  and  the  Pri¬ 
foner  efcape,  it  is  no  Offence  at  all  :  Whereas  if  it  be  con¬ 
tained,  the  Efcape  were  Treafon  or  Felony,  though  he  were 
not  guilty  of  the  Offence. 

5.  It  ought  to  have  a  lawful  Conclufion,  viz.  and  him  fafe- 
Jy  to  keep  until  he  be  delivered  by  Law,  &c.  and  not  until  the 
Party  committing  doth  further  order.  , 

Imprifonment  does  not  only  extend  to  falfe  Imprifonment 
and  unjuft  ;  but  for  detaining  the  Prifoner  longer  than  he  ought, 
where  at  firft  he  was  lawfully  imprifoned. 

All 
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All  Commiflions  confonant  to  this  Aft,  are  /aid  to  be  fectrn • 
dum  Legem  id  Confuetudinem  Anglia- . 

No  Man  is  to  be  arrelled  or  imprifoned  contrary  to  the  Form 
of  this  great  Charter. 

If  a  Man  be  imprifoned  contrary  to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  he 
hath  thefe  Remedies. 

1.  Every  Aft  of  Parliament  made  againft  Injuries,  ific.  doth 
cither  exprefly,  or  impliedly,  give  a  Remedy  to  the  Party 
wronged,  as  in  many  of  the  Chapters  of  this  great  Charter  ap¬ 
pears,  and  therefore  he  may  have  an  Account  grounded  upon 
this  great  Charter. 

2.  He  may  caufe  him  to  be  indifted  upon  this  Statute  at  the 
King’s  Suit. 

3.  He  may  have  an  Habeas  Corpus  oat  of  the  King’s-Bench  or 
Chancery,  though  there  be  no  Privilege,  idc.  or  in  the  Com¬ 
mon-Pleas,  or  Exchequer,  for  any  Officer  or  privileged  Pri- 
foner  there. 

4.  He  may  have  an  Aftion  of  falfe  lmprifonment. 

5.  He  may  have  a  Writ  de  homine  replegiando. 

6.  He  might  by  the  common  Law  have  had  a  Writ  ,de  vdio 

atia,  as  you  may  fee  in  Chap.  26.  but  that  was  taken  away 

by  Statute,  but  now  is  revived  again  by  Statute.  42.  E.  3., 
Cap.  t. 

( e)  We  'will  fell  to  no  Man.']  This  is  fpoke  in  the  Perfon  of  the 
King,  who  in  Judgment  of  Law,  in  all  his  Courts  of  Juflice  is 
prefen t,  and  repeating  thefe  Words,  Nulli  'vendemus,  &c. 

And  therefore  every  Subjeft  of  this  Realm,  for  Injury  done 
to  him  in  bonis,  terris,  <vel perfona ,  by  another  Subjeft  whom 
foever,  may  take  his  Remedy  by  Courfe  of  Law,  and  may 
have  Juftice  for  the  Injury  done  to  him,  freely  without  Sale, 
fully  without  any  Denial,  and  fpeedily  without  Delay  ;  thefe 
three  Qualities  make  it  juftice  and  right. 

We  ’will  not  deny,  or  defer  to  any  Man,  &c.  ]  By  no  Means 
muft  common  Right,  or  common  Law,  be  difturbed  or  delay¬ 
ed;  no,  though  commanded  under  the  great  Seal,  or  privy 
Seal,  Order,  Writ,  Letters,  MefTage,  or  Command  whatfoe- 
ver,  either  from  the  King,  or  any  other. 

For  the  Law  is  the  fureft  Sanftuary  a  Man  can  take,  and 
the  ftrongeft  Fortrefs  to  proteft  the  weakeft  of  all.  But  the 
King  may  flay  his  own  Suit,  as  a  capias  pro  fine,  for  he  may 
refpite  his  Fine,  or  the  like. 

All  Proteftions  not  legal,  that  appear  not  in  the  Regifter, 
nor  warranted  by  our  Books,  are  exprefly  againft  this  Branch, 
we  will  not  defer  to  any  Man. 

Jufiice  or  Right. ]  Neither  the  End,  which  is  Juftice,  nor 
the  mean,  whereby  we  may  attain  to  the  End,  and  that  is 
the  Law.  Right  is  taken  here  for  Law,  as  Jus  is  often  fo 
called. 
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Chap.  30.  All  Merchants,  unlefs  they  were  open¬ 
ly  prohibited  before,  fhall  have  their  fafe  and  fure  Con¬ 
duct,  to  depart  out  of,  and  to  come  into  England ,  and 
to  tarry  in,  and  go  through  England ,  as  well  by  Land, 
as  by  Water;  to  buy  and  fell,  without  any  Manner  of 
evil  Tolls,  by  the  old  and  rightful  Cuftoms,  unlefs  in 
Time  of  War.  And  if  they  be  of  a  Land  making  War 
againft  us,  and  be  found  in  our  Realm  at  the  Beginning 
of  the  W ars,  they  fhall  be  attached  without  harm  of  their 
Bodies  or  Goods ;  until  it  be  known  unto  us,  or  our 
Chief  Juftice,  how  our  Merchants  be  treated  there,  in 
the  Land  making  War  againft  us.  And  if  ours  be  fafe 
there,  theirs  (hall  be  fo  with  us  (f).  Stai.  9.  E.  3.  1. 
14.  E.  3.  22.  SeJ]'.  25.  E.  31.  2.  2.  R.  2.  1.  11.  R.  2.  7. 

Chap. 

1.  Becaufe  it  is  the  riglit  Line,  whereby  Juftice  diftributive 
is  guided  and  direfled  ;  and  therefore  all  CommixTions  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  of  Gaol  delivery,  of  the  Peace,  &c.  have 
this  Claufe,  fadiuri  quod  ad  jujtitiam  pertinet  fecundum  legem  & 
confueiudinem  Anglia-,  you  fhall  do  Juftice  and  Right,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rule  of  the  Law,  and  Cullom  of  England. 

2.  pecaufe  the  L2W  difcovers  that  which  is  crooked,  or 
Wrong,  E-edia  linea  ejl  Index  fui,  'IA  obliqui. 

3.  It  is  called  Right,  becaufe  it  is  the  beft  Birth-Right  the 
Subje&hath;  for  thereby  his  Goods,  Lands,  Wife,  Children, 
Body,  Life,  Honours  and  Eftimation,  are  protected  from  In¬ 
jury  and  Wrong. 

4.  It  is  taken  for  Right  itfelf,  that  a  Man  hath  by  Law  to 
Land,  as  in  a  < breve  de  redio. 

(f)  This  Chapter  concerns  Merchant-Strangers.  And, 

The  End  of  it  was  for  promoting  Trade  and  Traffick. 

Tolls.]  Signify  any  Manner  of  Cuftom,  Subfidy,  Preftation, 
Jmpofition,  or  Sum  of  Money  demanded  for  exporting  or  im¬ 
porting  of  any  Wares,  or  Merchandizes  to  be  taken  of  the 
Buyer. 

Evil  Tolls.’]  When  the  Thing  demanded  for  Wares,  do  fo 
burthen  the  Commonalty,  as  the  Merchant  can’t  have  a  con¬ 
venient  Gain  by  trading  therewith,  and  thereby  the  Trade  it¬ 
felf  is  loft  or  hindered. 

Cuftom  hath  all  thefe_Significations,  1.  The  common  Law. 
ad.  Statute-Lav/.  3.  Particular  Cuftoms,  as  Gavcl-kind,  &c, 
4th.  Rents,  Services,  Idle,  due  to  the  Lord.  5th.  Cuftoms, 
Tributes,  or  Impofitions.  6th.  Subftdies,  or  Cuftoms  grant¬ 
ed  by  common  Confent.  i.  e.  Authority  of  Parliament,  pro  bo- 
no  publico  ;  and  thefe  are  the  antient  and  rightful  Cuftoms  in¬ 
tended  by  this  Act, 


It 
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Chap.  31.  If  any  Man  hold  of  any  Efcheat,  as  of  the 
Honour  of  Wallingford. ,  Nottingham ,  Boloign ,  or  of  any ' 
other  Efcheats,  which  be  in  our  Hands,  and  are  Bato- 
nies,  and  die  ;  his  Heir  fliall  give  no  other  Relief,  nor 
do  no  other  Service  to  us,  than  he  Ihould  to  the  Baron, 
if  it  were  in  the  Baron’s  Hands.  And  we,  in  the  fame 
Manner,  Ihall  hold  it,  as  the  Baron  held  it :  Neither  fhall 
we  liave,  by  Occafion  of  any  Baroily  or  Efcheat,  any 
Efcheat,  or  keeping  of  any  of  our  Men,  unlefs  he  that 
held  the  Barony,  of  Efcheat,  otherwife  held  of  us  in 
Chief  (g).  Regijlcr ,  fol.  184.  St  at.  1.  E.  3.13.  St  at. 
I.  E.  6.  4. 

Chap.  32.  No  Freeman  from  henceforth,  fhall  give  Or 
fell  any  more  of  his  Land,  than  that  of  the  Refidue  of 
the  Lands,  the  Lord  of  the  Fee  may  have  the  Services 
due  to  him,  which  belongeth  to  the  Fee.  Stat.  18.  E.  1. 
fpuia  emptores  terrarum.  Mirror ,  3x6. 

Chap.  33.  All  Patrons  of  Abbies,  who  have  the  King’s 
Charters  of  England  of  Advowfon,  or  have  old  Tenure 
or  Pofleffion  of  the  fame,  fhall  have  the  Cuftody  of  them, 
when  they  fhall  fall  void ;  as  they  were  wont  to  have, 
as  it  is  afore-declared,  in  the  fifth  Chapter. 

Chap.  34.  No  Man  fhall  be  taken  or  imprifoned  upon 
the  (h)  Appeal  of  a  Woman,  for  the  Death  of  any  other, 
than  her  Hufband.  Rajl.  Pla.  fol.  43. 

Ch. 

It  hereby  appears,  that  the  King  can’t  fet  a  new  Impoft  on 
the  Merchant. 

No  Charge  Ihall  be  levied  on  the  People,  if  not  granted  in 
Parliament. 

The  Lords  and  Commons  cannot  be  charged  with  any  Thing 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm,  Safe-guard  of  the  Sea,  &c.  un¬ 
lefs  by  their  Will  in  Parliament ;  that  is,  in  grant  of  a  Subli- 
dy,  whereunto  the  King  affented. 

( g )  All  this  is  meerly  declaratory  of  the  common  Law;  and 
here  it  appears,  that  he  that  holds  of  the  King,  mull  hold  of 
the  Perfon  of  the  King,  and  noYcf  any  Honour,  Barony,  Ma¬ 
nors,  or  Seignory  :  and  he  that  holdeth  of  the  King  in  Chief, 
muft  not  only  hold  of  his  Perfon,  but  the  Tenure  muft  be 
created  by  the  King,  or  fome  one  of  his  Predecedors,  Kings 
of  this  Realm,  to  defend  his  Perfon  and  Crown. 

(h)  For  the  Word  Appeal :  It  iignifies  an  Accufation  ;  and 
jn  legal  Signification,  is  peculiarly  applied  to  Appeals  of  three 
hurts.  1,  Of  Wrong  to  his  Anceftor,  whofe  Heir  Male  he 

is; 
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Chap.  35.  No  County-Court  from  henceforth  fhall  be 
holden,  but  from  Month  to  Month ;  and  (ij  where 
greater  Time  hath  been  ufed,  there  fhall  be  greater,  (Vid. 
2.  E.  6.  25.)  Nor  any  Sheriff,  nor  his  Bailiff,  fhall  keep 
his  Turn  in  the  Hundred,  but  twice  in  the  Year;  and 
no  where*  but  in  a  due  and  accuftomed  Place :  That  is 
to  fay,  once  after  E after-,  and  again,  after  the  Feaft  of 
St.  Michael.  And  the  View  of  Franck-Pledge,  fhall  be 
likewife  at  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael,  without  Occafion. 
So  that,  every  Man  may  have  his  Liberties,  which  he 

is  ;  and  that  is  only  of  Death.  2.  Of  Wrong  to  the  Hufband  ; 
and  is  by  the  Wife,  only  of  the  Death  of  her  Hufband,  to  be 
profecuted.  3.  Of  Wrongs  done  to  the  Appellants  themfelves; 
as  Robbery,  Rape,  and  Maihem. 

At  the  common  Law,  before  this  Statute,  a  Woman,  as  well 
as  a  Man,  might  have  had  an  Appeal  of  Death,  of  any  of  he’- 
Anceftors ;  and  therefore  the  Son  of  a  Woman  fhall  have  an 
Appeal  at  this  Day,  if  he  be  Heir  at  the  Death  of  the  Ancef- 
tor  ;  for  the  Son  is  not  difabled,  but  the  Mother  only. 

A  Woman  at  this  Day,  may  have  an  Appeal  of  Robbery, 
becaufe  not  reftrained. 

This  Writ  of  Appeal  of  the  Death,  is  annexed  to  her 
Widow-hood  as  her  Quarantine  is. 

If  fhe  marry  again,  her  Appeal  is  gone,  though  her  fecond 
Hufband  die  within  the  Year ;  for  when  fhe  brings  the  Appeal, 
fhe  muft  be  Fa  min  a  viri  fui,  upon  whofe  Death  fhe  brings  it. 

If  flie  bring  the  Appeal  during  Widow- hood,  and  take  Huf¬ 
band,  the  Appeal  fhall  abate,  and  be  for  ever  gone.  1 1 .  H.  4.  46. 

If  in  her  Appeal,  fire  have  Judgment  of  Death  againft  the 
Defendant,  and  after  take  Hufband ;  fhe  can  never  have  Exe¬ 
cution  of  Death  againft  him. 

(i)  Where  greater  Time.']  This  is  altered  by  the  Statute.  2.  E. 
6.  c.  2*.  Whereby  it  is  provided,  that  no  County-Court  fhall 
be  longer  deferred  but  one  Month,  from  Court  to  Court. 

By  which  Aft,  every  County  of  England,  concerning  the 
Time  of  keeping  of  the  County-Court,  is  governed  by  one  and 
the  fame  Law. 

Twenty-eight  Days  is  to  be  accounted  to  a  legal  Month,  in 
this  Cafe  ;  and  not  the  Ivalendar-Month. 

He  that  claims  a  Leet  by  Charter,  muft  hold  it  at  the  fame 
Days,  which  are  contained  in  the  Charter  :  And  he  that  claims 
it  by  Prefcriptiou,  may  claim  to  hold  it  once  or  twice  every 
Year,  at  any  fuch  Days,  as  fhall  upon  reafonable  W arning  be 
-appointed  ;  if  the  Ufagehas  been  fo,  to  have  been  kept  at  un¬ 
certain  Times,  or  othervvife,  at  fuch  certain  Days  and  Times, 
as  by  Pxefcription  hath  been  certainly  ufed. 
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had,  or  ufed  to  have,  in  the  Time  of  King  Henry ,  our 
Grand-Father  ;  or  which  he  hath  purchafed  fince. 

(k)  The  View  of  Franck-Pledge  frail  be  fo  done,  tha-c 
cur  Peace  may  be  kept;  and  that  the  Trithing  be  kept 
entire,  as  it  hath  been  accuftomed ;  and  that  the  (l) 
Sheriff  feek  no  Occafions  ;  and  that  he  be  ( m )  content  with 
that,  which  the  Sheriff  was  wont  to  have,  for  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  his  View,  in  the  Time  of  King  Henry ,  our  Grand- 
ther.  See  Riarlcbrig.  chap.  10.  Reg.  Fol.  175.  187. 
Fitz,  Nat.  Brev.  f.  16 1.  St  at.  31.  E.  3.  15. 

Chap.  36.  Neither  frail  it  be  lawful,  from  henceforth, 
for  any,  to  give  his  Lands  to  any  religious  Houfe  ;  and 
to  take  the  fame  Lands  again,  to  hold  of  the  fame  Houfe. 

(k)  The  View  of  Franck-Pledge,  or  Leet,  was  for  two 
Ends : 

1 .  That  our  Peace  might  be  kept. 

2.  That  the  Trithing  be  kept  entire. 

s  This  Franck-Pledge  confifted  moft  commonly  of  ten  Houfe- 
holds,  which  are  here  called  Erithingia,  i.  e.  Decemajirale  Col¬ 
legium,  whereof  the  Mafters  of  the  nine  Families,  who  by  the 
Saxons  were  called  Freeborgh,  i.  e.  free  Surety,  or  Frank- 
Pledge,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  ten  Houfhold  Theothungmon  ; 
and  in  the  Weft  at  this  Day  Tythinginan,  i.  e.  Capitalis  Ple- 
gius,  Chief-Pledge;  and  thefe  ten  Mafters  were  bound  one 
for  another’s  Family,  that  each  Man  of  their  feveral  Families 
fhould  ftand  to  the  Law;  or,  if  not  forth  coming,  that  they 
Ihould  anfwer  for  the  Injury  by  him  committed. 

The  Precinft  of  this  Franck-Pledge  was  called  Decenna,  and 
every  Man  of  the  feveral  Houfholds,  Decennarii. 

The  Trithing  kept  intire;  that  is,  that  every  particular 
Perfon  in  the  Kingdom,  be  within  fome  Decenna  or  other,  fo 
as  he  may  be  brought  forth  to  ftand  to  Right  if  he  fhall  of¬ 
fend. 

( l)  By  the  common  Law,  to  avoid  all  Extortion  and  Grie¬ 
vances  of  the  Subjeft ;  no  Sheriff,  Coroner,  Gaoler,  or  other 
of  the  King’s  Minifters,  ought  to  take  any  Reward  for  doing 
of  his  Office,  but  only  of  the  King.  This  appears  by  our 
Books ;  and  by  Stat.  W.  1 ,  c.  z6.  and  a  Penalty  added  to  the 
Prohibition  of  the  common  Law,  by  that  Aft. 

(m)  This  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  Profits  of  the  Court  of 
the  Eourne,  and  fuch  only  as  were  accuftomed  in  Henry  the  Se¬ 
cond’s  Time. 

Note,  If  any  be  grieved  contrary  to  the  Purview  of  this  Aft, 
he  may,  for  his  Relief  therein,  have  an  Aftion  upon  this  Sta¬ 
tute,  though  no  Aftion  be  exprefly  given. 

Nor 
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Nor  fhall  it  be  lawful,  for  any  religious  Houfe  to  take 
the  Lands  of  any,  and  to  let  it  to  him  to  held,  of  whom 
he  received  it.  If  any  from  henceforth,  fhall  fo  give  his 
Land  to  any  religious  Route,  and  upon  this  fhall  be  con¬ 
vict:,  his  Gift  fhall  be  utterly  void,  and  the  Land  fhall 
fall  to  the  Lord  of  the  Fee.  Vide  Slut,  de  Religiofts.  An¬ 
no  3-  A  i. 

Chap.  3 7.  Efcuage  ( n)  from  henceforth,  T  all  be  taken, 
as  it  was  wont  to  be  in  the  Time  '  iking  Henry ,  our 
Grand-father. 

Chap.  38.  (a)  Saving  to  all  Archbiihops,  Bifhops,  Ab¬ 
bots,  Priors,  Templars,  Hofpitaliers,  Earls,  Barons,  and 
all  others,  as  well  ecclefiaftcal,  as  lecular  Perfons  ;  all 
their  Liberties,  and  free  Cuftoms,  which  they  had  be¬ 
fore  :  (p)  And  all  thefe  Cuftoms,  and  Liberties  aforefaid, 
which  we  have  granted  to  be  holden  in  this  our  Realm, 
(as  much  as  appertaincth  to  us)  we  fhall  obferve  towards 
our  Self,  and  our  Heirs,  (q)  And  all  Men  of  this  our 
Realm,  as  well  fpiritual  as  temporal,  (as  much  as  apper¬ 
tains  to  their  Part)  fhall  obferve  the  feme,  towards  them- 
felves  and  theirs.  And  for  this  our  Gift,  and  Grant  of 
thefe  Liberties,  and  of  others  contained  in  our  Charter, 
of  the  Liberties  ofourForefts  ;  the  Archbifhops,  Bifhops, 
Afbbots,  Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  Knights,  Freeholders, 
and  all  others  of  our  Realm,  have  given  unto  us,  the 

(n)  Efcuage  figntheth  the  Service  of  the  Shield. 

Every  Tenure  by  Efcuage,  is  a  Tenure  by  Knight’s-Service. 

(0)  Regularly,  a  Saving  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  enlarges 
not,  nor  extends  to  any  new  Thing ;  but  preferves  a  Right  or 
Lite  re  ft,  that  is  prior  to  Things  contained  in  the  Aft ;  which 
by  the  Words  of  the  Aft,  might  have  been  given  away.  But 
this  Claufe  doth  inlarge,  and  extends  to  all  other  Liberties, 
CSc.  which  any  Subject  whofoever  ought  to  have. 

But  principally  obferve,  that  here  is  no  Saving  at  all  for  the 
King,  his  Eleirs  and  SuccefTors ;  to  lhew  that  the  King,  his, 
(Sc.  againft  all  Pretenfions  of  Evafionf,  fhould  be  bound  by 
ail  the  Branches  of  both  this,  and  the  other  mentioned  Charter 
of  For  efts. 

(p)  The  King  has  obliged  hivnfelf,  and  his  Heirs  and  Suc- 
ceftors,  as  much  as  appertained  to  him  or  them,  to  obferve, 
and  keep  all  thefe  Liberties  and  Cuftoms. 

(q)  Ail  the  Subjects  of  the  Realm  have  obliged  themfelves, 
as  much  as  rftbefts  them  or  theirs,  to  obferve  and  keep  them. 
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Fifteenth  Par t(r)  of  all  their  Moveables.  (Fid.  Stat.  j. 

Anno.  25.  E.  3.)  We  have  alfo granted  to  them,  for  us, 
and  our  Heirs,  that  neither  (s)  we,  nor  our  Heirs,  will 
procure  or  do  any  Thing,  whereby  the  Liberties  con¬ 
tained  in  this  Charter,  fhall  be  infringed  or  weakened. 

And  if  any  Thing  be  procured  by  any  Perfon  contrary 
to  this,  it  fhall  be  of  no  Value,  and  holden  for  nought. 

Thefe  being  WitnefTes,  Boniface ,  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury ,  E.  Bifhop  of  London,  and  others  (t).  Given  at 
Wejltninjler,  the  10th  Day  of  February,  in  the  Ninth 
Year  of  our  Reign. 

The  Sentence  or  Curfe  pronounced  by  the  Biftoops  againjl  the 
Breakers  of  this  great  Charter. 

In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thoufand  Two  Hun-  Sentence  of 
dred  and  Fifty-three,  the  3d  Day  of  May,  in  the  great  Excommu- 
Hall  of  the  King  at  Wejlminjler ,  in  the  Prefence  and  by  mcatl0n* 
the  AfTent  of  the  Lord  Henry ,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 

King  of  England,  and  the  Lord  Rickard  Earl  of  Cornwall 
his  Brother,  Roger  Bigot,  Earl  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 

Marfhal  of  England,  Humphrey  Earl  of  Hereford,  Henry 
Earl  of  Oxford,  John  Earl  Warren,  and  other  E dates  of 
the  Realm  of  England :  William  Boniface,  by  the  Mercy  of 
God,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  Primate  of  all  England ; 

( r)  This  proves,  as  the  Fifteenth  was  granted  by  Parlia¬ 
ment,  fo  was  this  great  Charter  granted  by  Authority  or  the 
.fame. 

( s)  The  King  granted  for  him,  and  his  Heirs,  never  to  feek 
out  any  Thing  whereby  thefe  Liberties  might  be  broken  or 
weakened.  And  if  by  any  hdan,  againft  this  Charter,  any 
Thing  fhould  be  fought  out,  it  fhould  be  of  no  Value. 

And  all  thefe  Grants,  are  concluded  with  His  Tefibus. 

Thofe  that  had  His  Tefibus,  were  called  Charter,  as  was  this  ; 
and  Charta:  de  Forefld,  &c.  Thofe  that  had  Tefe  me  ipfo,  are 
oalled  Letters  Patents. 

(t)  Here  be  WitnefTes  to  this  great  Charter,  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Reverend  and  Honourable  Perfcns ;  in  all.  Sixty-three  : 

Of  the  Clergy,  thirty-one,  whereof  twelve  were  Biihops,  and 
nineteen  Abbots  And  Hugh  de  Bur  go.  Chief  juftice;  and 
thirty  one  Earls  and  Barons. 

Befides  it  was  eftablifhed  by  Authority  of  Parliament  holden. 
at  Wefminfer,  in  Form  of  a  Charter  :  And  of  Ads  of  Parlia¬ 
ments,  in  Form  of  a  Charter,  fee  the  Prince’s  Cafe.  Lib.  5. 

Fol.  19. 
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F.  of  London ,  H.  of  Ely,  S.  of  Worcejier ,  A.  of  Lincoln , 
JV.  of  Norwich,  G.  of  Flercford ,  W.  of  Salisbury,  W.  of 
Durham,  R.  of  Exeter,  M.  of  Carlijle ,  W.  of  Bath,  E.  of 
Rochejler ,  F.  of  Saint  David’s  :  Bifhops  apparelled  in 
Pontificals  with  Tapers  burning,  againft  the  Breakers 
of  the  Churches  Liberties,  and  of  the  Liberties  or  other 
Cuftoms  of  the  Realm  of  England,  and  namely  of  thofe 
which  are  contained  in  the  Charter  of  the  common  Liber¬ 
ties  of  England ,  and  Charter  of  the  Foreft,  have  denounc¬ 
ed  the  Sentence  of  Excommunication  in  this  Form.  Bv 
the  Authority  of  Almighty  God,  the  Father,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of  the  glorious  Mother  of  God, 
and  perpetual  Virgin  Mary,  of  the  bleffed  Apoftles  Pe¬ 
ter  and  Paul,  and  of  all  Apoftles,  and  of  all  Marttms,  of 
bleffed  Edward  King  of  England ,  and  of  all  the  Saints  of 
Heaven  :  We  excommunicate,  accurfe,  and  from  the  Be¬ 
nefits  of  our  Holy  Mother  the  Church  we  fequefter  all 
thofe  that  hereafter  willingly  and  malicioufly  deprive  cr 
fpoil  the  Church  of  her  Right :  And  all  thofe  that  by  any 
Craft  or  Wilinefs  do  violate,  break,  diminifh  or  change 
the  Churches  Liberties,  and  free  Cuftoms  contained  in 
the  Charters  of  the  common  Liberties,  and  of  the  Foreft 
granted  by  our  Lord  the  King,  to  Archbifhops,  Bifhops, 
and  other  Prelates  of  England ,  and  likewife  to  the  Earls, 
Barons,  Knights,  and  other  Freeholders  of  the  Realm  : 
And  all  that  fecretly  or  openly,  by  Deed,  Word  or  Coun¬ 
cil,  do  make  Statutes,  or  obferve  them  being  made,  and 
that  bring#n  Cuftoms,  or  keep  them  when  they  be  brought 
in,  againft  the  faid  Liberties,  or  any  of  them,  the 
Writers,  the  Law-makers,  Counfellors,  and  the  Execu¬ 
tioners  of  them,  and  all  thofe  that  fhall  preftime  to  judge 
againft  them.  All  and  every  which  Perfons  before-men¬ 
tioned,  that  wittingly  fhall  commit  any  of  the  Premiffes, 
let  them  well  know  that  they  incur  the  aforefaid  fentence 
ipfo fadto  (i.  e.  upon  the  Deed  done.)  And  thofe  that 
commit  ought  ignorantly,  and  be  admonifhed,  except 
they  reform  themfelves  within  fifteen  Days  after  the  Time 
of  the  Admonition,  and  make  full  Satisfaction  for  that  they 
have  done,  at  the  Will  of  the  Ordinary,  fhall  be  from 
that  Time  forth  wrapped  in  the  faid  Sentence  ;  and  with  the 
fame  Sentence  we  burden  all  thofe  that  prefume  to  difturb 
the  Peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and  of  the 
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Realm.  To  the  perpetual  Memory  of  which  Thing*  we 
the  aforefaid  Prelates  have  put  our  Seals  to  thefe  Prefents. 

But  the  Conftitution  was  ftill  imperfeft.  Edward  I. 
commonly  ftiled  the  Englijf)  Jufiinjan ,  endeavoured  to 
fupply  the  Defefts,  both  in  the  Statute  and  Common 
Law.  This  King  eftablifhed  methodical  Proceedings  in 
the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice  between  Man  and  Man : 

And  he,  with  the  Advice  of  his  Parliament,  enabled  ma¬ 
ny  good  Laws  ;  made  choice  of  upright  and  learned  Judges 
to  put  them  in  Execution  ;  and  gently  abrogated  many 
bad  and  inconvenient  Cuftoms  and  Ufages,  both  in  the 
fuperior  Courts,  and  in  the  Courts  of  the  great  Men,  and 
fubftituted  fuch  regular  Methods,  as  by  Length  of  Time, 
and  Experience  had  of  their  Aptnefs  and  Convenience, 
have  flood  and  been  ufed  evef  fince,  without  any  great 
Alteration,  and  are  now,  fays  the  learned  Chief  Juftice 
Hale ,  “  as  it  were,  incorporated  into  and  become  a  Part 
of  the  common  Law  of  England.’*  It  was  by  this  King 
alfo  that  Parliaments  were  brought  into  that  O^der,  in 
which  we  fee  them  at  prefent,  and  that  Knights,  Citi¬ 
zens  and  Burgeffes  were  made  effential  Parts  of  that  great 
national  Council. 

Edward  the  Firft,  in  the  fifth  Year  of  his  Reign,  The  Char- 
confirms  the  faid  Charters  of  the  Liberties  of  England ,  and ters  con- 
of  the  Foreft,  and  declares,  “  they  are  to  be  holden  for 

common  Law,  requires  that  they  fhould  be  held  in  every  Wa'r'f  ^ 

<c  Point ;  that  they  fhould  be  fent  under  the  Great  Seal, 

<c  to  all  his  Juftices,  as  well  of  the  Foreft  as  others,  pro- 
“  claimed  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  ;  and  that  all 
“  Juftices,  Sheriffs,  Mayors,  and  other  Minifters,  which 
<c  under  the  King  had  the  Laws  to  guide  them,  fhould 
<c  allow  the  faid  Charters  in  all  their  Points,  which  in 
“  any  Plea  fhall  come  before  them  in  Judgment,  and  that 

the  faid  Charters  fhould  be  fent  to  all  the  Cathedrals 
<£  within  the  Realm:  And  fhould  be  read  twice  a  Year 
**  before  the  People,  and  that  the  Archbifhops,  and  Bi- 
“  fhops,  fhould  denounce  the  Sentence  of  Excommunica- 
“  tion  againft  all  them  who,  in  a  Word,  or  Deed, 

<c  did  aft  againft  the  faid  Charters,  and  thefe  Sentences 
<£  fhall  be  pronounced,  and  publifhed  twice  in  the  Year 
“  by  the  faid  Prelates. 

King 
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King  Edward  I.  A.  D.  1300,  again  confirmed  this  great 
Charter  and  the  Charter  of  the  For  eft.  In  which  Confirmation 
that  King  further  granted  and  declared,  that  Judgments 
given  againft  the  faid  Charters  fhall  be  void  ;  that  Aids, 
Talks,  and  Prifes  granted  to  the  King  fhall  not  be 
drawn  into  a  Cuftom :  That  the  King  fhall  take  no  Aids 
or  Prifes  but  by  the  Confent  of  the  Realm,  and  for  the 
common  Profit  thereof:  That  there  fhould  be  no  Toll 
taken  by  the  King  for  Wool  without  common  Con¬ 
fent  and  good  Will,  and  that  Excommunication  fhould 
be  pronounced  againft  the  Breakers  of  the  faid  Char¬ 
ters. 

Accordingly  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  affifted  by 
his  Clergy,  did  immediately  pafs  the  following  Sentence 
of  Excommunication  againft  the  Breakers  of  the  Articles 
in  Magna  Charta3  and  the  Chart  a  of  the  Forejls ,  in  this 
Form. 

“  In  the  Name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  Atnen.  Whereas  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
to  the  Honour  of  God,  and  of  Holy  Church,  and  for  the 
common  Profit  of  the  Realm,  hath  granted  for  him  and 
his  Heirs  forever,  thefe  Articles  above  written ;  Robert , 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  Primate  of  all  England ,  admo- 
nifheth  all  his  Province  once,  twice,  -and  thrice ;  becaufe 
that  fhortnefs  will  not  fuller  fo  much  Delay,  as  to  give 
Knowledge  to  all  the  People  of  England  of  thefe  Prefents 
in  Writing:  We  therefore  enjoin  all  Perfons,  of  what 
Eftate  foever  they  be,  that  they  and  every  of  them,  as 
much  as  in  them  is,  fhall  uphold  and  maintain  thefe  Ar¬ 
ticles  granted  by  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  in  all 
Points.  And  all  thofe  that  in  any  Point  do  refill:  or 
break,  or  in  any  manner  hereafter  procure,  ccrunfel,  or 
any  ways  affent  to  refift  or  break  thofe  Ordinances,  or 
go  about  it,  by  Word,  or  Deed,  openly,  or  privily, 
by  any  Manner  of  Pretence,  or  Colour:  We  the  afore- 
faid  Archbifhop  by  our  Authority  in  this  Writing  ex- 
prefied,  do  excommunicate  and  accurfe,  and  from  the 
Body  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl ,  and  from  all  the  Compa¬ 
ny  of  Heaven,  and  from  all  the  Sacraments  of  Holy 
Church  do  fequefter  and  exclude.” 

Matters  were  fo  well  eftablilhed  by  thefe  Means,  that 
the  People’s  Liberty  and  the  Conftitution  fufifered  very 
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little  in  the  Flames  of  that  civil  War,  which  followed  in 
the  Conteft  between  the  Royal  Houfes  of  York  and  Lan- 
cajlcr  for  the  Crown.  In  which  we  have  many  Exam¬ 
ples  to  prove,  that  fome  on  both  Sides  made  ufe  of  the 
Cloak  of  Loyalty  to  cover  their  Ambition  ;  fiding  now 
with  one  Prince,  and  then  with  another,  as  would  belt 
ferve  their  private  Interefts. 

This  was  fo  perceptible  to  Henry  VII.  that,  after  he  Policy  of 
was  fecurely  fixed  upon  the  Throne,  he  refolved  to  re-  Hen- 
move  the  Danger  by  letting  dowm  the  Nobility ;  and  in- 
creafing  the  Property,  and  confequently  the  Power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  He  enabled  the  Nobles  to  fell  their 
Eftates  to  gratify  their  exceffive  Pride  and  Luxury  ;  and  en¬ 
couraged  the  Commoners  to  purchafe  :  which  was  a  great 
Encouragement  to  Induftry,  and  a  general  Benefit  to  the 
Nation;  whofe  Trade  and  Riches  have  been  conftantly 
upon  the  Improvement  ever  fince.  The  only  Clog  upon 
Liberty,  that  now  remained,  was  the  exorbitant  Power 
of  the  Church,  which  Henry  the  Eighth  demolifhed  in  a 
great  Meafure,  by  renouncing  the  Pope,  and  affirming  to 
himfelf,  and  his  Succeffors  on  the  Throne  0‘s  England,  the 
Supremacy  of  the  Church  of  England ,  and  more  effectual¬ 
ly  by  diffolving  the  religious  Houfes,  and  fpreading  abroad 
the  exceffive  Wealth  of  the  Church. 

The  Reformation  begun  by  Henry  the  VUIth  was  TheRefor- 
compleated  by  his  Daughter  Queen  Elizabeth.  By  which  mation  of 
the  Nation  was  delivered  from  the  papal  Ufurpations  up-  Rei'g'on. 
on  their  Liberty  and  Property.  But  it  is  not  £0  be  thought 
that  England  was  all  this  Time  exempt  from  the  Attempts 
of  arbitrary  Power,  or  of  Men  of  arbitrary  Principles 
fupported  by  the  Powers  in  being.  Even  Fling  Henry 
VII.  under  the  Malk  of  Juftice  and  Tendernefs  towards 
his  People,  got  the  Star-chamber  Court  eftabliflied  by  an  s;ar  Chan- 
A£t  of  Parliament  in  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign.  ber  eieit.J. 

The  Crimes  it  pretended  to  punifh,  were  the  exorbitant 
Offences  of  great  Men  (whom  inferior  Judges  and  Jurors, 
though  they  fhould  not,  would  in  RefpecI  of  their  Great - 
nefs,  be  afraid  to  offend)  fuch  as  Bribery,  Extortion,  Main¬ 
tenance,  Champerty,  Imbracery,  Forgery,  Perjury,  Li¬ 
belling,  Challenges,  Duels,  &c.  Their  Proceedings  were 
by  Engl ifo  Bill  and  Procefs  under  the  great  Seal ;  and  the 
Punifhments  by  them  inflicted,  were  Fines,  Imprifon- 
ment,  Pillory,  cutting  off  Ears,  Lfc.  But  whatever  Pre- 
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tences  there  were,  for  the  fetting  up  this  Court  at  firft, 
5tis  certain  it  was  made  ufe  of  as  an  Inftrument  of  arbi¬ 
trary  Power ,  to  crujh  any,  whom  the  ruling  Minifters  and 
Favourites  had  a  Mind  to  deftroy  :  and  indeed  there 
were  three  Things  in  the  very  Nature  of  this  Court, 
which  were  deftrudtive  to  the  original  Conftitution  of 
our  Englijh  Government  and  Liberties,  i.  They  pro¬ 
ceeded  without  Juries.  .  2.  They  pretended  to  a  Power 
of  examining  Men  upon  their  Oaths,  touching  Crimes 
by  them  fuppofed  to  be  committed  ;  which  is  contrary  to 
all  Law  and  Reafon  ;  for,  no  Man  is  bound  to  accufe 
himfelf.  3.  The  Judges  of  this  Court  proceeded  by  no 
known  Laws  or  Rules ;  but  were  left  at  Liberty  to  act 
arbitrarily,  and  according  to  their  own  Pleafures  :  Where¬ 
as  the  Lav/s  of  England  do  not  approve  of  the  leaving  any 
luch  unlimited  Power  to  be  exercifed  by  any  one  ;  but  as 
it  marks  out  the  feveral  Species  of  Crimes,  fuch  or  fuch 
an  Act  ftiall  be  Treafon,  this  Felony,  that  petty  Larceny, 
&c.  fo  it  awards  certain  and  pofitive  punifhments,  pro¬ 
portionate  to  each  of  them. 

This  Court  became  fo  ufeful  to  a  bad  Miniftry,  that 
the  evil  Counfellors,  in  the  Reigns  of  James  I.  and 
Charles  I.  almoft  totally  took  the  Liberty  of  the  Subject 
away,  by  the  Violence  and  Tyranny  of  the  Star-chamber. 
This  Grievance  fpirked  up  the  Parliament  in  the  fix- 
teenth  Year  of  Charles  I.  to  abolilh  that  Court  by  a  for¬ 
mal  A£t,  in  which  it  is  declared,  that  “  Forafmuch  as  the 
Proceedings,  Cenfures  and  Decrees  of  the  Court  of  Star- 
chamber  have  by  Experience  been  found  to  be  an  intolerable 
Burthen  to  the  Subject,  and  the  Means  to  introduce  an 
arbitrary  Power  and  Government :  and  for  as  much  as= 
the  Council  Table  hath  of  late  times  affirmed  unto  itfelf,  a 
Power  to  intermeddle  in  civil  and  Matters  only  of  private 
Intereft  between  Party  and  Party  ;  and  have  adventured 
to  determine  of  the  Eftates  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjects, 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  and  the  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  Subject ;  by  which  great  and  manifold 
Mifchiefs  and  Inconveniences  have  arifen  and  happened, 
and  much  incertainty,  by  Means  of  fuch  Proceedings, 
hath  been  conceived  concerning  Mens  Rights  and  Eftates; 
for  fettling  whereof  and  preventing  the  like  in  Time  to 
come. 
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Be  it  ordained  and  enacfed  by  the  Authority  of  this 
prefent  Parliament,  that  the  faid  Court  commonly,  called 
the  Star-chamber,  and  all  Jurifdidtion,  Power  and  Autho¬ 
rity,  belonging  unto,  or  exercifed  in  the  fame  Court,  or 
by  any  the  Judges,  Officers,  or  Minifters  thereof,  be 
from  the  firft  Day  of  Augujl ,  in  the  Year  of  our  .Lord 
God  One  Thoufand  fix  Hundred  and  forty-one,  clear¬ 
ly  and  abfolutely  dilfolved,  taken  away  and  determined. 
And  that  from  henceforth  no  Court,  Council  or  Place  of 
Judicature,  {hall  be  eredted,  ordained,  conftituted  or  ap¬ 
pointed  within  this  Realm  of  England ,  or  Dominion  of 
Wales ,  which  {hall  have,  ufe,  or  exercife  the  fame,  or 
the  like  Jurifdidlion,  as  is  or  hath  been  ufed,  practifed  or 
exercifed  in  the  faid  Court  of  Star-chamber. 

Be  it  likewife  declared,  and  enacted  by  the  Authority 
of  this  prefent  Parliament,  that  neither  his  Majefty,  nor 
his  Privy-Council,  have,  or  ought  to  have  any  Jurifdic- 
tion,  Power  or  Authority,  by  Englijh  Bill,  Petition,  Ar¬ 
ticles,  Libels,  or  any  other  arbitrary  Way  whatfoever,  to 
examine,  or  draw  into  Queftion,  determine  or  difpofe  of 
the  Lands,  Tenements,  Hereditaments,  Goods  or  Chat¬ 
ties  of  any  of  the  Subjects  of  this  Kingdom  ;  but  that  the 
fame  ought  to  be  tried,  and  determined  in  the  ordinary 
Courts  of  Juftice,  and  by  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Lav/. 

And  it  was  alfo  provided  and  enadted,  that  if  any  Per- 
fon  {hall-  hereafter  be  committed,  reftrained  of  his  Liber¬ 
ty,  or  fuffer  Imprifonment,  by  the  Order  or  Decree  of 
any  fuch  Court  of  Star-chamher,  or  other  Court  afore- 
faid,  now,  or  at  any  Time  hereafter,  having,  or  pre¬ 
tending  to  have,  the  fame,  or  like  Jurifdidtion,  Power  or 
Authority,  to  commit  or  imprifon  as  aforefaia ;  or  by 
the  Command  or  Warrant  of  the  King’s  Majefty,  his 
Heirs  and  Succeffors  in  their  own  Perfon  ;  or  by  the  Com¬ 
mand  or  Warrant  of  the  Council-Board  ;  or  of  any  of  the 
Lords,  or  others  of  his  Majefty’s  Privy  Council ;  that  in 
every  fuch  Cafe,  every  Perfon  fo  committed,  reftrained 
of  his  Liberty,  or  fuffering  Imprifonment,  upon  demand, 
or  Motion  made  by  his  Counfel,  or  other  employed  by 
him  for  that  Purpofe,  unto  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  or  Common  Pleas,  in  open  Court,  {hall 
without  Delay,  upon  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  for  the 
ordinary  Fees  ufually  paid  for  the  fame,  have  forthwith 
granted  unto  him  a  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus ,  to  be  diredt- 
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ed  generally  unto  all  and  every  Sheriff,  Gaoler,  Minifter, 
Officer,  or  other  Perfbn,  in  whofe  Cuftody  the  Perfon 
committed  or  reftrained  flrall  be.  And  the  Sheriffs,  Gaoler, 
Minifter,  Officer,  or  other  Perfon,  in  whofe  Cuftody  the 
Perfon  fo  committed  or  reftrained  fhall  be,  fhall,  at  the 
Return  of  the  faid  Writ,  and  according  to  the  Com¬ 
mand  thereof,  upon  due  and  convenient  Notice  thereof 
given  unto  him,  at  the  Charge  of  the  Party,  who  requir- 
eth  or  procureth  fuch  Writ,  and  upon  Security  by  his 
own  Bond  given,  to  pay  the  Charge  of  carrying  back  the 
Prifoner,  if  he  flrall  be  remanded  by  the  Court,  to  which 
he  fhall  be  brought,  as  in  like  Cafes  hath  been  ufed  ;  fuch 
Charges  in  bringing  up  and  carrying  back  the  Prifoner,  to 
be  always  ordered  by  the  Court,  if  any  Difference  flrall 
arife  thereabout ;  bring  or  caufe  to  be  brought,  the  body 
of  the  faid  Party  fo  committed  or  reftrained,  unto  and 
before  the  Judges  or  Juftices  of  the  faid  Court,  from 
whence  the  fame  Writ  flrall  ifiue,  in  open  Court.  And 
flrall  then  likewife  certify  the  true  Caufe  of  fuch  his  De¬ 
tainer  or  Imprifonment,  and  thereupon  the  Court,  with¬ 
in  three  Court  Days  after  fuch  Return,  made  and  deli¬ 
vered  in  open  Court,  flrall  proceed  to  examine  and  de¬ 
termine,  whether  the  Caufe  of  fuch  Commitment,  ap¬ 
pearing  upon  the  faid  Return,  be  juft  and  legal  or  not, 
and  flrall  thereupon  do  what  to  Juftice  flrall  appertain, 
either  by  delivering,  bailing,  or  remanding  the  Prifoner. 
And  if  any  Thing  flrall  be  otherwife  wilfully  done,  or 
emitted  to  be  done  by  any  Judge,  Juftice,  Officer  or 
other  Perfon  afore-mentioned,  contrary  to  the  Diredtion, 
and  true  meaning  hereof,  then  fuch  Perfon  fo  offending 
fhall  forfeit  to  the  Party  grieved,  his  treble  Damages. 

Neverthelefs  fuch  were  the  Delays  and  Obftacles  made 
ufe  of  by  the  Officers  concerned  in  the  Execution  of  the 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus ,  that  in  the  31ft  Charles  II.  it 
was  found  necefiary  to  enforce  the  Utility  thereof;  the 
Judges  alfo  pretending,  in  many  Cafes,  a  Power  to  grant 
or  to  deny  the  faid  Writ  at  their  Pleafure.  Therefore  to 
remedy  thofe  Mifchiefs  an  Aft  paffed,  which  ift.  concerns 
all  Perfons  committed  for  fome  or  other  criminal,  or 
fuppofed  criminal  Matter,  befides  Treafon  or  Felony, 
fhall  have  an  Habeas  Corpus  immediately ;  idly.  Such, 
who  in  their  Mittimus  are  charged  with  Treafon  or  Fe¬ 
lony,  and  thefe  fhall  have  the  Benefit  of  the  Writ  after  the 
Time  herein  limited,  ift.  If  any  Gaoler  or  Under-keeper 
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fhail  not  deliver  a  true  Copy  of  the  Mittimus  within  fix 
Hours  after  the  Prifoner  demands  it,  the  Head-gaol  r  or 
Keeper  forfeits  to  the  Prifoner  for  the  firft  Offence  iool. 
for  the  fecond  Offence  200I.  and  lofes  his  Place.  Nor 
is  there  any  Fee  to  be  paid  for  the  fame,  for  the  Turn¬ 
key  muft  deliver  it  at  his  Peril.  And  Note;  if  the  Pri¬ 
foner  fhould  be  locked  up,  or  none  fuffered  to  come  at  him, 
any  Friend  of  his  may  demand  the  fame  on  his  Behalf. 

Whatever  the  criminal  Matter  be,  if  Treafon  on 
Felony  be  not  exprefly  charged,  any  Perfon  on  the  Pri- 
foner’s  Behalf,  carrying  a  true  Copy  of  the  Commitment 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  any  one  of  the  Judges,  or 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  or  upon  Oath  made,  that  a 
Copy  was  demanded  and  denied,  he  fhail  grant  an  Habeas 
Corpus ,  or  forfeit  500I.  to  the  Prifoner:  But  Note,  the 
Requeff  muff  be  made  to  fuch  Judge  in  writing,  and  at- 
tefted  by  two  Witneffes. 

If  the  Sheriff  or  Gaoler  do  not  carry  up  the  Prifoner, 
and  return  the  true  Caulks  of  his  Detainer,  within  three 
Days,  if  under  twenty  Miles  Diftance,  or  within  ten 
Days  if  above  twenty,  and  under  one  hundred  Miles,  or 
within  twenty  Days  if  above  one  hundred  Miles,  he  for¬ 
feits  500 1.  to  the  Prifoner. 

Note  ;  the  Prifoner  muft  pay  the  Charges  of  his  carrying 
up,  and  the  Judge,  when  he  grants  the  Writ,  may  order 
how  much,  but  it  muft  not  be  above  Twelve-pence  a  Mile. 

If  upon  the  Return  of  fuch  Habeas  Corpus ,  it  appears 
that  the  Prifoner  is  not  charged  with  Treafon  or  Felony, 
fpecially  and  plainly  expreffed,  or  for  fuch  Matters,  as 
by  Law  are  not  bailable,  the  Judge  fhail  difcharge  the 
Prifoner  upon  Bail. 

If  a  Perfon  once  fo  bailed,  fhail  again  be  imprifoned 
for  the  fame  Offence,  thofe  who  imprifon  him  forfeit  500  h 

If  High  Treafon  or  Felony  is  plainly  and  fpecially  ex- 
prelfed,  [That  is,  not  only  generally,  for  Treafon  or 
Felony,  but  Treafon  in  confpiring  to  kill  the  King,  or 
in  counterfeiting  the  King’s  Coin;  or  Felony,  for  fteal- 
ing  the  Goods  of  fuch  an  one  to  fuch  a  Value,  £?>.] 
then  the  Prifoner  cannot  have  his  Habeas  Corpus ,  till 
he  has,  in  the  firft  Wgek  of  the  Term,  or  on  the  firft 
Day  of  Seffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ,  or  general  Gaol- 
delivery  petitioned  in  open  Court  to  be  brought  to  his 
Trial ;  and  then  if  he  is  not  brought  to  Trial,  he  fhail 
be  bailed  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  next  Term,  or  Seffions  ; 
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and  if  not  indicted  the  fecond  Term  or  Seflions,  he  fhali 
be  dilcharged. 

This  Aft  extends  to  all  Places  within  E?igland  and 
Wales-,  the  Tov/er  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  exempted, 
nor  Windfor-Ca.ft.le,  nor  any  fuch  Royal  Forts;  for  the 
Words  are  general :  And  farther,  there  is  a  fpecial  Aft 
of  Parliament,  that  unites  the  King’s  Caftles  to  the  Coun¬ 
ties  wherein  they  Hand ;  there  having  been  it  feems  fome 
Pretenfions  and  ill  Practices  to  hold  them  diftinct,  that 
therein  they  might  detain  Men  Prifoners  againft  Law, 
and  not  admit  any  writ  to  enlarge  them. 

King  James  II.  having  ruined  himfelf,  run  away  from 
his  Crown  and  his  Subjefts,  after  he  had  given  ftrong 
Proofs  of  his  Intention  to  overthrow  the  Conftitution  of 
this  Realm,  both  in  Church  and  State;  and  the  Nobility, 
Clergy,  and  Commons  placed  the  Prince  and  Princels  of 
Orange  upon  the  Throne  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  by  the  Title 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary.  And  in  the  fecond 
Bill  of  Sefiion  of  the  firft  Year  of  their  Reign,  an  Aft  paffed  to 
Rights,  fecure  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjects.  By  which 
it  was  declared, 

x.  That  the  pretended  Power  of  fufpending  of  Laws ,  or 
the  Execution  of  Laws,  by  regal  Authority  without  Con- 
fent  of  Parliament,  is  illegal. 

2.  That  the  pretended  Power  of  difpenfing  with  Laws, 
or  the  Execution  of  Laws,  by  regal  Authority,  as  it  hath 
been  affirmed  and  exercifed  of  late,  is  illegal. 

3.  That  the  Commiffion  for  erefting  the  late  Court  of 
CoimniJJ oners  for  ecclefajiical  Caufes,  and  all  other  Com- 
miffions  and  Courts  of  like  Nature,  are  illegal  and  per¬ 
nicious. 

4.  That  levying  Money  for  or  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Crown, 
by  Pretence  of  Prerogative,  without  Grant  of  Parliament, 
for  longer  time,  or  in  other  manner  than  the  fame  is  or 
ihall  be  granted,  is  illegal. 

5.  That  it  is  the  Right  of  the  SubjeSts  to  petition  the 
King,  and  all  Commitments  and  Profecutions  for  fuch 
petitioning  are  illegal. 

6.  That  the  raffing  or  keeping  a  ftanding  Army  with¬ 
in  the  Kingdom  in  time  of  Peace,  unlefs  it  be  with  Con- 
fent  of  Parliament,  is  againft  Law. 

7.  That  the  Subjefts,  which  are  Proteftants,  may  have 

Arms  for  their  Defence  fuitalle  to  their  Conditions,  and 
as  allowed  by  Law.  8.  That 


55 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

8.  That  Election  of  Members  of  Parliament  ought  to 
be  free. 

9.  That  the  Freedom  of  Speech,  and  debates  or  Pro¬ 
ceedings  in  Parliament,  ought  not  to  be  impeached  or 
queltioned  in  any  Court  or  Place  out  of  Parliament. 

10.  That  exceffive  Bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor 
exceffive  Fines  impofed,  nor  cruel  and  unufual  punifh- 
ments  inflicted. 

11.  That  Jurors  ought- to  be  duly  impannelled  and  re¬ 
turned,  and  Jurors,  which  pafs  upon  Men  in  Trials  for 
High  Treafon,  ought  to  be  Freeholders. 

12.  That  all  Grants  and  Promifes  of  Fines  and  For¬ 
feitures  of  particular  Perfons  before  Conviftion,  are  il¬ 
legal  and  void. 

13.  And  that  for  Redrefs  of  all  Grievances,  and  for 
the  amending,  {Lengthening,  and  preferving  of  the  Laws, 
Parliaments  ought  to  be  held  frequently. 

And  they  do  claim,  demand,  and  infift  upon  all  and 
lingular  the  Premises,  as  their  undoubted  Rights  and  Li¬ 
berties. 

The  fixth  Seftion  of  this  Statute  faith. 

Now  in  Purfuance  of  the  PremilTes,  the  faid  Lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  Parliament  af- 
fe'mbled,  for  the  ratifying,  confirming  and  eftablifhing 
the  faid  Declaration,  and  the  Articles,  Ciaufes,  Matters 
and  Things  therein  contained,  by  the  Force  of  a  Law 
made  in  due  Form  by  Authority  of  Parliament,  do  pray, 
that  it  may  be  declared  and  enafted,  that  all  and  fingu- 
lar  the  Rights  and  Liberties  averted  and  claimed  in  the 
faid  Declaration,  are  the  true,  ancient,  and  indubitable 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People  of  this  Kingdom,  and 
fo  lhallbe  efteemed,  allowed,  adjudged,  deemed,  and  taken 
to  be ;  and  that  all  and  every  the  Particulars  aforefaid 
{hall  be  firmly  and  ftriftly  holden  and  obferved,  as  they 
are  exprefled  in  the  faid  Declaration ;  and  all  Officers 
and  Minifters  whatfoever  {hall  ferve  their  Majefties  and 
their  Succeffors,  according  to  the  fame  in  all  Times  to 
come. 

Then  after  a  Variety  of  Matters  come  the  enafting 
Ciaufes  of  the  Aft  as  fellow,  viz. 

§.  11.  All  which  their  Majefties  are  contented  and 
pleafed  {hall  be  declared,  enacted  and  eftabliihed,  by  au¬ 
thority  of  this  prefent  Parliament,  and  {hali  ftand,  re- 
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main,  and  be,  the  Law  of  this  Realm  FOR  EVER ;  and  the 
fame  are  by  their  faid  Majefties,  by  and  with  the  Advice 
and,  Confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and 
Commons,  in  Parliament  affembled,  and  by  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  fame,  declared,  enacted,  and  eftablifhed  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

§.  12.  And  be  it  further  declared  and  enadled,  by  the  Au¬ 
thority  aforefaid,  that  from  and  after  this  prefent  Seffion 
of  Parliament,  no  Difpenfation  by  non  objlante  of  or  to 
any  Statute,  or  any  Part  thereof,  fhall  be  allowed,  but 
that  the  fame  fhall  be  held  void,  and  of  no  Effeft,  ex¬ 
cept  a  Difpenfation  be  allowed  of  in  fuch  Statute,  and  ex¬ 
cept  in  fuch  Cafes  as  fhall  be  fpecially  provided  for  by 
one  or  more  Bill  or  Bills,  to  be  paffed  during  this  pre¬ 
fent  Seffion  of  Parliament. 

Aft  or  Sit-  Anno  12  and  13  William  III.  An  Act  paffed  for  the 
tkinent.  Limitation  of  the  Crown,  and  better  fecuring  the  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  the  Subjedt,  commonly  called  the  Aft  of 
Settlement-,  in  which  it  is  recited,  “  That  whereas  it  is  re- 
quifite  and  neceffary  that  fome  further  Provifion  be  made 
for  fecuring  our  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberties  from  and 
after  the  Death  of  his  Majefty  and  the  Princefs  Anne  of 
Denmark ,  and  in  Default  of  Blue  of  the  Body  of  the  faid 
Princefs,  and  of  his  Majefty  refpedtively  :  Be  it  enadted 
•by  the  King’s  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the 
Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tempo¬ 
ral,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  affembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  fame. 

That  whofoever  fhall  hereafter  come  to  the  Poffeffion 
of  this  Crown,  fir  all  join  in  Communion  with  the  Church 
of  England ,  as  by  Law  eftablifhed. 

That  in  Cafe  the  Crown  and  Imperial  Dignity  of  this 
Realm,  fhall  hereafter  come  to  any  Perfon,  not  being  a 
Native  of  this  Kingdom  of  England ,  this  Nation  be  not 
obliged  to  engage  in  any  War  for  the  Defence  of  any 
Dominions  or  Territories  which  do  not  belong  to  the 
Crown  of  England ,  without  the  Confent  of  Parliament. 
Thi  Cl ’ufe  That  no  Perfon,  who  fhall  hereafter  come  to  the  Pof- 

is  repealed,  feffion  of  this  Crown,  fnall  go  out  of  the  Dominions  of 
England ,  Scotland ,  or  Ireland ,  without  Confent  of  Par¬ 
liament. 

That  from  and  after  the  Time  that  the  further  Limi¬ 
tation  by  this  Act  fhall  take  Effedt,  all  Matters  and  Things 

relating 
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relating  to  the  well  governing  of  this  Kingdom,  which 
are  properly  cognizable  in  the  Privy-Council  by  the  Laws 
and  Cuftoms  of  this  Realm,  fhall  be  tranfadted  there,  and 
all  Refolutions  taken  thereupon  fhall  be  figned  by  fuch 
of  the  Privy-Council,  as  fhall  advife  and  confent  to  the 
fame. 

That  after  the  faid  Limitation  fhall  take  effe<ft,  as  afore  - 
faid,  no  Perfon  born  out  of  the  Kingdoms  of  England , 
Scotland ,  or  Ireland ,  or  the  Dominions  thereunto  belong¬ 
ing  (altho’  he  be  naturalized  or  made  a  Denizen,  except 
fuch  as  are  born  of  Englijh  Parents)  fhall  be  capable  to  be 
of  the  Privy-Council,  or  a  Member  of  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  or  to  enjoy  any  Office  or  Place  of  Truft,  ei¬ 
ther  civil  or  military,  or  to  have  any  Grant  of  Lands,  Te¬ 
nements,  or  Hereditaments  from  the  Crown  to  hirnfelf, 
or  to  any  other  or  others  in  Truft  for  him. 

T'hat  no  Perfon  who  has  an  Office  or  Place  of  Profit  un¬ 
der  the  King,  or  receive  a  Penfion  from  the  Crown,  fhall 
be  capable  of  ferving,  as  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

That  after  the  faid  Limitation  fhall  take  Effect,  as 
arorefaid,  Judges  Commiffions  be  made  quamdiu  fe  bene 
gejjerint ,  and  their  Salaries  afcertained  and  eftablifhed,  but 
upon  the  Addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  it  may  be 
lawful  to  remove  them. 

That  no  Pardon  under  the  great  Seal  of  England  be 
pleadable  to  an  Impeachment  by  the  Commons  in  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

And  whereas  the  Laws  of  England  are  the  Birth-right 
of  the  People  thereof,  and  all  the  Kings  and  Queens,  who 
fhall  afcend  the  Throne  of  this  Realm,  ou°rht  to  adminif- 
ter  the  Government  of  the  fame  according  to  the  Laws, 
and  all  their  Officers  and  Minifters  ought  to  ferve  them 
refpedlively  according  to  the  fame  :  The  faid  Lords  Spiri¬ 
tual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  do  therefore  humbly 
pray,  that  all  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realm  for  fe- 
curing  the  eftablifhed  Religion,  and  the  Rights  and  Liber¬ 
ties  of  the  People  thereof,  and  all  other  Laws  and  Sta¬ 
tutes  of  the  fame,  now  in  force  may  be  ratified  and  con¬ 
firmed,  and  the  fame  are  by  his  Majefty,  by  and  with  the 
Advice  and  Confent  of  the  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem¬ 
poral,  and  Commons,  and  by  Authority  of  the  fame,  ra¬ 
tified  and  confirmed  accordingly. 


Thus 
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Thus  was  laid  the  Foundation  of  that  extenfive  Liber¬ 
ty,  now  enjoyed  under  a  Government,  which  when  well 
adminiftered,  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  beft  conftituted 
that  ever  prevailed  in  any  Age,  or  Country,  and  which 
can  never  be  fubverted,  but  by  the  Abufe  of  that  Liberty, 
which  is  its  greateft  Grace  and  Glory. 

It  is  intitled  to  be  called  the  beft  conftituted  ;  becaufe 
there  was  never  either  ancient  or  modern  Government, 
that  allowed  fo  much  Freedom  to  the  Subject ;  neither  can 
the  King’s  juft  Prerogative,  intended  for  the  good  of  the 
People,  be  ever  dimirifhed  while  he  hath  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  Counfellors  to  advife  him,  who  underftand  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  State,  and  the  original  End  and  true  Ex¬ 
tent  of  the  Prerogative.  Look  into  the  moft  free  Repub¬ 
lics,  and  they  will  be  found  too  infecure  to  enter  into  any 
Degree  of  Comparifon  with  England ;  where  the  Benefits 
of  a  free  Government  are  fo  widely  extended,  that  it  is 
every  Man’s  Intereft,  and  every  Man  of  common  Senfe 
muft  fee,  that  it  is  his  Intereft,  to  prefer ve  this  Form  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  Power. 

Thus  we  find  that  the  Conftitution  of  this  Kingdom  has 
always  been,  in  a  great  Meafure,  what  it  is  ftill,  a  mixt 
Government.  The  Monarchy  is  limited  ;  but  limited  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  the  King  rules  abfolutely,  fo  long  as 
he  rules  according  to  the  Laws,  and  does  that,  which  is 
right.  He  is  not  decorated  only  with  the  Pageantry, 
Pomp,  and  Splendor  of  the  Royal  Dignity  ;  but  with  its 
effential  Rights  and  Prerogatives  alfo.  The  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  Affairs  is  lodged  wholly  in  him  :  He  chufes  what 
Minifters  he  pleafes  ;  and  thofe  Minifters,  not  himfelf, 
are  refponfible  for  the  Meafures  in  the  Adminiftration. 
He  is  the  Fountain  of  Honour,  and  the  Militia  is  in  him. 
He  has  the  foie  Power  to  make  Peace  and  W ar  ;  he  coins 
Money,  and  does  every  Thing  that  a  good  Monarch  would 
wifh  to  do.  Yet  his  Power  is  neither  burthenfome,  nor 
terrible  to  his  People  ;  on  the  contrary  his  very  Preroga¬ 
tives  are  favourable  to  the  Nation’s  Liberties.  So  that, 
as  a  Britijh  King  has  no  Temptation  to  break  in  upon  the 
Conftitution  ;  neither  can  his  SubjeHs  have  the  leaft  Rea- 
fon  to  wifh,  or  to  defire,  that  his  Power  fhould  be  mors 
reftrained. 

W  By  our  Conftitution  the  King  is  fupreme  in  all  Caufes 
i*n  church'8  ecclefiaftial  as  well  as  civil.  And  the  Religion  by  Law 
and  State.  eftablilhed 
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eftablifhed  is  the  Chrijlian  Faith  in  great  Purity,  under  Relig10n. 
the  Government  of  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops.  Order  and 
Decency  are  thoroughly  provided  for,  and  yet  Perfecu- 
tions  is  provided  againft.  The  Clergy  have  all  that  they 
can  wifh  ;  but  the  Dominion  over  Confciences  is  very 
wifely  referved  to  him,  to  whom  it  belongs  ;  even  to  that 
fupreme  Being,  to  whom  every  Man  is  accountable,  and 
to  whom  alone  we  ought  to  account.  Liberty  of  Confcience  Liberty  of 
and  Toleration  is  allowed  to  fuch,  as  diffent  from  the  efta-  Conlcience. 
blifhed  Church  ;  the  State  interfering  no  further  with  the 


Liberty  of  Worfhip,  than  is  neceffary  to  fecure  that  Li¬ 
berty  for  fcrupulous  Confciences,  and  to  prevent  the 


Bigots  of  all  Religions  from  perfecuting  each  other  with 
an  enthufiaftic  Zeal.  So  that  wife  and  moderate  Men  have 
nothing  to  wifh  in  this  RefpeCt,  but  that  Things  may  al¬ 
ways  continue  in  this  State,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  Reli¬ 
gion  may  fhew  itfelf  in  Zeal  for  good  Works,  rather  than 
in  heats  about  private  Opinion. 

Next  to  Majefty  we  are  to  confider  Nobility ,  as  a  Branch  Nobility, 
of  the  Conftitution.  They  are  the  King’s  Hereditary 
Counfellors,  and  make  one  of  the  three  Eftates,  in  Con¬ 
junction  with  the  Lords  Spiritual,  and  with  them  are 
Judges,  in  the  laft  Refort,  of  all  that  has  been  done  in 
any  of  the  Courts  below.  They  have  all  the  Power  and 
Splendor,  that  is  confident  with  the  fafety  of  others  or 
their  own.  They  enjoy  many  great  Privileges  ;  but  are 
reftrained  from  Aids  of  T yranny  :  Every  Man  that  is  free 
and  a  good  SubjeCt,  is  fafe  from  the  Pride  or  Caprice  of 
Men  of  Title;  for  the  moft  abjedt  amongft  the  People  is 
in  no  Danger  of  being  difturbed  or  diftrefled  by  a  Noble, 
while  he  is  guilty  of  no  Offence  towards  him.  But  more 
of  this  Order  hereafter  when  we  come  to  treat  of  the  feve- 
ral  Ranks  and  Conditions  of  the  Laity. 

The  People’s  Share  in  the  Conftitution  is  full  as  large,  People 
as  needful.  They  have  all  the  Freedom  they  can  wifh,  thc 

and  all  the  Power  they  can  manage.  Their  Power  has  t-w"  1  u" 
increafed  in  Proportion  to  the  Increafe  of  their  Property  : 
no  Part  of  which  can  be  taken  from  them,  even  for  the 
public  Service,  without  their  own  Confent.  Out  of  the 
People  or  Commonalty  are  chofen  the  Commons  of  Great  Commons 
Britain ,  who  in  their  legillative  Capacity  have  fuch  Rights  of  Great 
and  Privileges,  that  nothing  can  be  done  by  the  fupreme  ^rita‘n* 
Power  of  the  Nation  without  their  Approbation.  No  new 

Law 
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Law  can  be  made,  no  old  one  repealed,,  but  by  their 
Voice  :  No  Taxes  can  be  levied  unlefs  the  Quantity  and 
Quality  be  fettled  by  them  :  No  Grievance  can  be  felt, 
but  what  they  may  redrefs,  and  of  which  they  mull  be  in¬ 
formed  :  Nor  is  there  any  Matter  fo  great,  or  Man  fo 
powerful,  as  to  be  beyond  the  Rank  of  their  Enquiries, 
or  the  Force  of  their  Impeachments.  The  Prerogative 
itfelf  can  fet  no  Bounds  to  either.  They  are  the  grand 
Inqueft  of  the  Nation  ;  and  no  Power  can  protect  the 
Guilty  from  the  Purluit  of  Juftice,  when  managed  by 
them.  And  in  their  collective  Capacity  their  Power  is  of  a 
vaft  Extent.  The  Knights  of  Shires  are  chofen  by  the 
Freeholders  ;  the  Citizens  by  their  fellow  Citizens,  and 
the  BurgefTes  by  thofe,  who  have  a  right  to  their  Votes 
by  the  Conftitution  of  their  refpective  Boroughs.  So 
that  the  only  way  to  enflave  or  to  undo  us  is  left  to  our- 
felves.  The  Conftitution  therefore  has  dealt  with  us,  as 
we  are  dealt  with  by  our  Creator  :  It  has  made  us  as  free, 
as  in  their  nature  Men  can  be  ;  and  if  ever  we  be  en- 
ftaved  or  undone,  it  muft  be  our  own  Adi,  and  Slavery 
mull  be  at  once  both  our  Choice  and  our  Punifhment. 
Piftinft  Let  it  alfo  be  remarked  in  this  Place,  that  there  is  in 
Powers  of  every  Branch  of  the  Conftitution  a  feparate  and  characle- 
jLords'  and  r^c,  as  we^  as  a  RgNative  Power.  In  refpect  to  the 
Commons.  l'ormer?  each  is  free  and  independent  :  The  King  exer- 
cifes  his  Prerogative  without  Reftriction  :  The  Houfe  of 
Peers,  as  a  fupreme  Judicature,  and  as  the  great  Council 
of  the  Nobles,  acts  alfo  without  any  other  Reftraint,  than 
the  Ufage  of  Parliaments  put  upon  them  :  The  Houfe  of 
Commons  do  the  fame,  in  Reference  to  all  the  Points,  that 
belong  ftrictly  and  peculiarly  to  them.  In  their  legifla- 
tive  Capacity  ftrictly  confidered,  it  is  otherwife  ;  for  there 
is,  I  won’t  call  it  abfolutely  a  Dependence,  but  a  necef- 
fary  Connection  between  all  the  Branches  of  the  Legifla- 
ture,  and  this  arifes  no  otherwife,  than  from  their  Rela¬ 
tion  tc,  and  the  infeperable  Interefts  they  have  in  each 
other  :  which  Connection  is  no  Impeachment  of  Liberty, 
becaufe  it  arifes  from  their  common  Concern  for  Liberty. 

Befides,  the  Bleftings  of  our  Conftitution  are  not  barely 
confined  to  the  happy  Difpofition  of  the  feveral  Branches 
of  the  Legiflature  ;  for  they  extend  themfelves  throughout 
the  whole  Scheme  of  our  Policy,  and  are  copied  in  every 
Place,  where  any  Form  of  Government,  or  Kind  of  Jurif- 
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didlion  prevails.  Thus,  in  every  Town  Corporate  there 
is  a  Mayor,  Bailiff,  or  other  chief  Officer,  with  Aider- 
men,  Burgeffes,  or  Affiftants,  and  in  the  Borough  a  fixed 
Reprefentative  of  the  Commonalty.  In  the  Country  there 
is  the  ancient  County-Court ,  and  Court  Leet  and  Baron.  So 
that  in  this  Part  of  our  Government,  we  ftill  retain  that 
Form,  which  the  Saxons  borrowed  of  the  Britons ,  and  of 
which  we  can  trace  the  Antiquity  almoft  two  thoufand 
Years. 

The  Adminiftration  of  Government,  or  the  executive  Executive 
Power  of  the  Conftitution,  is  veiled  in  the  Crown,  and  Power 
thence  diftributed  by  Royal  Commiffions  to  fuch,  as  are  jwJ|ere 
by  them  empowered  to  adminifter  Juftice  of  every  Kind  0  “ 
to  the  People  ;  and  as  thofe,  who  are  thus  authorifed,  are 
bound  to  refpedl  the  Laws,  and  to  adl  in  obedience  to 
them  (for  to  this  and  this  only  their  Commiffions  extend) 
it  is  evident,  that  every  Add  of  Mal-adminiftration  is  cog¬ 
nizable  and  punilhable.  tc  The  King  can  do  no  wrong.” 
Therefore,  if  wrong  be  done,  the  wrong  doer  is  to  be 
punifhed  :  For  this  Maxim  of  Law  having  exempted  the 
King,  it  is  evident,  that  no  Commiffion  or  Warrant  what¬ 
ever  can  juftify  or  excufe  a  Perfon,  who  adds  in  Breach 
of  the  Laws.  <£  The  King  is  alfo  by  the  Law  confidered 
“  to  be  a  Minor.”  Therefore,  he  can  receive  no  Preju¬ 
dice  from  any  Adds,  into  which  he  may  be  milled  or  fur- 
prized  ;  but  thofe,  who  adl  under  Pretence,  or  Colour  of 
Powers,  thus  obtained,  fhall  bear  the  Weight  of  their  own 
Offences,  without  any  Regard  being  fliewn  to  that  fha- 
dow  of  Authority,  under  which  they  would  be  thought 
to  have  added.  But  this  will  more  fully  appear  from  a 
fuccindd  View  of  the  fettled,  legal  and  regular  Method,  in 
which  every  Part  of  the  Government  is  addually  admi- 
niftered. 

Adis  of  State  are  confidered,  debated  and  refolved  in  the  pnVy 
Privy  Council ,  ufually  held  in  the  King’s  Prefence,  and  Council, 
always  under  the  Diredlion  of  a  high  Officer  of  State, 
ftiled  the  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council.  All  the  King’s 
Commands  are  tranfmitted  to  his  Officers,  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  by  the  Secretaries  of  State  :  But  all  Adis  of  a  pub¬ 
lic  Nature,  and  all  Inftruments  of  general  Concern  pafs 
the  Privy-feal  or  the  Great  Seal,  and  are  liable  to  be 
flopped  at  either ;  till  the  great  Officers,  intrufted  with 
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thofe  Seals,  are  fatisfied  of  the  Expediency,  2s  well  a> 
of  the  Legality  of  the  Contents. 

Next  to  the  Privy  Council  we  place  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Equity  ;  wherein  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  prelldes,  to 
relieve  fuc'n  as  are  without  Redrefs  by  the  ftridl  Letter  of 
the  Law,  and  thole  alfo  who  are  diftreffed  by  it.  Becaufe 
Juftice  rigoroully  adminiftered  may  become  Injuftice.  In 
order  for  a  more  ready  Difpatch  of  Bufthefs  in  this  Court, 
the  Chancellor  has  under  him  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls, 
and  eleven  Mailers  in  Chancery.  The  Majler  of  the 
Rolls  hears  Caufes  :  But  there  lies  an  Appeal  from  his  De¬ 
cree  to  the  Chancellor  ;  and  fuch  Things  are  referred  to 
the  Mailers  to  be  Hated  and  reported,  as  may  facilitate  the 
doing  Juftice  upon  a  final  hearing.  But  of  this  more  ful¬ 
ly  hereafter,  when  we  lhall  treat  of  the  State  of  the 
Law. 

The  Courts  of  Law  are  as  follow,  viz.  The  Court  of 
King  s-Bench ,  in  which  prelldes  the  chief  Juftice  of  Eng¬ 
land^  with  the  Aftiftants  of  three  other  Judges.  And  in 
this  Court  are  tried  all  Caufes  both  criminal,  or  Offences 
againft  the  Crown,  and  civil,  or  fuch  as  relate  to  private 
Property.  The  Common  Pleas ,  in  which  alfo  there  pre¬ 
lldes  a  Chief  Juftice  with  three  other  Judges,  who  hear  and 
determine  all  civil  Caufes  in  that  Court.  The  Exche¬ 
quer ■,  in  which  Coart  there  prefides  a  Lord  Chief  Baron 
with  three  other  Barons,  which  is  the  Title  of  the  Judges 
of  this  Court :  in  which  are  regulated  all  Affairs  relating 
to  the  public  Revenue ;  and  it  is  alfo  confidered  as  a 
common  Law-Court,  and  a  Court  of  Equity. 

Appeals  from  all  thefe  Courts  in  general,  and  from  the 
Courts  of  Law  and  Equity  in  Scotland  and  Ireland ,  are  in 
the  laft  Refort  determined  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  And 
thefe  fame  Judges,  at  Hated  Times  in  the  Year,  for  the 
better  Diftribution  of  Juftice  in  the  County,  hold  Courts 
of  djfize,  two  upon  each  Circuit,  one  for  criminal ;  the 
other  for  civil  Caufes  :  And  particular  Judges  are  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  King’s  Commiffion  for  the  County  Palatine  of 
Chejler ,  and  the  Principality  of  Wales :  And  thus  every 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  is  open  too,  and  receives  the  equal 
Benefit  of  the  Laws. 

Here  it  ought  to  be  particularly  noted  that  our  Confti- 
tution  has  given  the  People  a  Share  alfo  in  the  executive 
Part  of  the  Law.  No  Caufes  can  be  tried  in  any  of 
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the  Courts  of  Law,  nor  any  Man  adjudged  to  lofe  Life, 

Member,  or  Eftate,  but  upon  the  Verdicft  of  his  Peers 
(or  Equals)  his  Neighbours  of  his  own  Condition.  Thefe 
Peers  are  Twelve  in  Number,  and  are  called  'Jurymen , 
whofe  Office  and  Power  is  judicial  :  From  their  Verdidt 
lies  no  Appeal  ;  and  they  are  the  only  Judges,  from  whofe 
Sentence  the  indidted  is  to  expedt  Life  or  Death  :  And. 
upon  their  Integrity  and  Underftanding  the  Lives  of  all, 
that  are  brought  into  Judgment,  do  ultimately  depend. 

The  other  Adis  of  Government,  which  extend  through  all  Lord  Lieu, 
the  different  Parts  of  the  Nation,  they  are  either  of  a  poli-  tenants, 
tical  or  judicial  Nature.  In  Reference  to  the  former,  there 
is  a  Lord  Lieutenant  in  each  County,  whofe  Office  is  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  King’s  Commands,  and  to  communicate  them 
to  the  Deputy-Lieutenants  and  to  the  Officers  of  the  Mi¬ 
litia,  if  required.  There  is  alfo  in  every  County  a  Cuf-  CufUs  Ro. 
tos  Rotulorum ,  or  Keeper  of  the  Archives,  whofe  Office  is  tuloium. 
to  recommend  proper  Perfons  to  be  in  the  Commiffion  of 
the  Peace.  Thefe  Juftices  have  the  Power,  if  Conferva-  Juftices  of 
tors  of  the  Peace ,  viz.  to  correct  fmall  Offenders,  and  to  Peace, 
commit  and  coniine  thofe  that  are  accufed  of  great  Crimes. 

Under  their  Jurifdidtion  for  the  better  executing  their 
Orders,  there  are  Officers  called  Conjlables  and  Headbo-  Conftabies. 
roughs ,  &c.  who  have  a  minifterial  Power  of  executing  the 
Julfices  Warrants,  and  of  interfering,  by  their  own  Au¬ 
thority,  upon  any  open  Breach  of  the  Peace. 

But  for  the  better  underftanding  and  executing  of  this 
Office  let  it  be  obferved,  that  Conftables  and  Headbo- 
roughs  have  Power,  within  their  refpedtive  Parilhes  and 
Divifions,  to  quell  all  Affrays,  Riots,  and  aftual  Affaults, 
by  commanding  the  Parties,  in  the  King’s  Name,  to  keep  Their  Du-, 
the  Peace,  and  quietly  depart  about  their  refpediive  Bufi-  XY- 
neffes  ;  and  to  apprehend  all  Perfons,  who  fhall  in  their 
View  break  the  Peace,  by  affaulting,  ftriking,  or  bv 
fighting,  though  by  Confent,  if  either  Party  appear 
wounded ;  and  to  carry  fuch  Perfons  diredfly  before  fome 
Juftice  of  the  Peace  ;  or,  if  it  be  Night,  to  imprifon  them 
till  the  next  Morning  :  And  they  have  Power  to  oblige 
any  Perfon  within  View  of  an  Affray,  Riot,  sRout,  or 
Affault,  to  aid  and  affift  them  in  the  Execution  of  their 
Office.  But,  though  a  Conftable  or  Headborough  may 
apprehend  a  Perfon  without  Procefs  or  Warrant,  he  is 
not  at  Liberty  to  difeharge  fuch  Prifoner  upon  his  own 
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Authority.  Becaufe,  as  the  legal  Intention  of  fuch  Arreft 
being  the  Delivery  of  the  Party  to  a  Magiftrate,  to  he 
dealc  with  according  to  law  ;  he  can’t  be  difcharged  legal¬ 
ly  but  by  a  Magiftrate  :  And  the  Conftable  who  does  not 
obferve  this  Caution  is  liable  to  an  Indictment,  or  ACtion 
of  falfe  Imprifonment,  for  a  Conftable’s  Difcharge  amounts 
to  a  Confeffion  that  he  had  no  lawful  Power  to  arrelt. 

The  Conftable  is  charged  with  the  Regulation  of  the 
Night-watch.  The  Rate  for  the  Payment  of  which  is 
entirely  at  the  Will  of  the  Conftable  (except  in  fome  Wards 
in  the  City  of  London )  :  Which,  I  apprehend,  is  the  only 
Inftance  in  our  Englijh  Conftitution  of  the  SubjeCt,  or  any 
Officer,  making,  collecting,  and  applying  a  Rate  upon 
his  own  Authority,  without  InfpeCtion  or  Controul. 

The  apprehending  and  bringing  to  Juftice  Felons  is  of 
fo  great  Ccnfequence  to  the  Public,  that  the  common 
Law  requires  that  Service  from  private  Perfons  :  Much 
more  then,  it  is  the  Duty  of  Conftables,  who  are  feleCted 
by  the  Conftitution  of  our  Country,  and  bound  by  a  fo- 
lemn  Oath  to  exert  themfelves  in  this  important  Service  of 
preferving  the  Lives  and  Properties  of  our  Fellow-fubjeCts. 
And  the  Law  in  this  Refped  has  armed  them  with  all  ne~ 
ceflary  Power  to  do  this  Duty  with  fafety  to  themfelves  : 
They  have  Power  to  raife  Hue-and-cry  with  Horfe  and 
Foot,  to  fearch  all  fulpeCted  Places,  and  break  open 
Doors  in  the  Purfuit  of  Felons,  and  to  extend  that  Purfuit 
to  every  adjacent  Parilh  by  giving  Notice  to  their  refpec- 
ti've  Conftables.  By  the  8  George  II.  c.  10.  it  is  there¬ 
fore  provided,  that  if  any  Conftable  or  Headborough, 
within  the  Hundred,  wherein  any  Robbery  {hall  happen, 
flrall  rerufe  or  negleCt  to  make  Hue-and-cry  after  Felons, 
with  the  utmoft  Expedition,  as  foon  as  he  {hall  receive 
notice  thereof,  he  {hall,  for  every  fuch  Refufal  or  Neglect, 
forfeit  the  Sum  of  Five  Pounds.  And  in  the  apprehending 
of  Felons,  the  Wifdom  of  the  Law  has  rendered  Warrants 
unnecefiary.  But  in  all  Cafes  where  there  is  no  more  than 
Sufpicion,  the  fafeft  way  is  to  refer  the  Parties  to  a  Juftice 
of  the  Peace,  and  fo  the  Conftable  to  aCt  upon  the  Juftice’s 
Warrant. 

It  is  the  further  Duty  of  the  Conftable  to  prefent  bad 
Pavements  and  Roads,  Lay-ftalls  and  every  Thing  laid  in 
Streets  without  either  Watch  or  Light,  to  the  overturning 
of  Carriages,  and  endangering  the  Lives  and  Limbs  of  the 
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Subjeft  :  As  alfo  Sheds  jutting  out  from  Shops,  &c.  and 
Cellars  broke  out  into  the  Footway,  to  the  great  Annoy¬ 
ance  of  Foot-paflengers. 

The  Conftable  is  likewife  empowered  to  apprehend  any 
Driver,  or  other  Perfon  riding  on  their  Carriages,  having 
no  one  on  Foot  to  guide  their  Horfes,  and  to  carry  them 
before  a  Juftice  of  Peace:  To  apprehend  all  Vagrants, 
Drivers  of  Orange-barrows,  them  that  are  given  to  pro- 
phane  Curfing  and  Swearing,  and  common  Beggars. 

The  Conftables  derive  the  reft  of  their  Power  from  the 
Seffions,  the  Sheriff,  the  Coroner,  the  Juftice  of  Peace, 
and  from  the  high  Conftable.  Each  of  whom,  in  their  re- 
fpedfive  Stations,  the  Conftable,  by  law,  is  bound  to  obey. 
The  Power  given  by  a  Conftable  or  Headborough  by  the 
Seffion,  Sheriff,  Coroner,  and  Juftice  of  Peace,  is  fig- 
nified  always  by  Warrants  under  their  Hands  and  Seals,  and 
they  muft  be  obeyed  under  fevere  Penalties, when  iffued  for 
their  perfonal  Attendance  to  fupprefs  Fairs,  to  prevent 
Cock-throwing,  and  to  fupprefs  Gaming,  and  other  Dif- 
orders  on  the  Lord’s-Day.  When  the  Sheriff  calls  upon 
Peace-officers  with  his  Precept  to  attend  Executions,  they 
muft  obey  his  Orders,  preferve  the  King’s  Peace,  and  not 
fuffer  a  Mob,  to  extend  Punifhment  beyond  the  juft  Limits 
of  the  Law.  They  are  obliged  to  execute  the  Coroner’s 
Warrants,  as  well  for  fummoning  Juries,  as  for  apprehend¬ 
ing  Perfons  charged  with,  or  fufpedted  of  Murder.  And 
theyare  obliged  alfo  to  prefent  at  the  Quarter  Seffions  and 
to  the  Grand  Juries,  the  feveral  Offences  they  fliall  meet 
with  in  their  refpe&ive  Parifhes  or  Diftridls,  and  men¬ 
tioned  in  their  Precept  from  the  high  Conftable. 

The  Conftable,  by  a  late  Statute,  is  delivered  from  the 
old  Cuftom  of  being  anfwerable  for  falfe  Imprifonment,  if 
he  executed  a  Warrant  in  Cafes  where  the  Juftice  had  no 
Jurifdi&ion.  Now  the  Conftable  is  concerned  only  in  the 
Execution  of  Warrants;  and  if  they  happen  to  be  ille¬ 
gal,  the  Juftice  only  is  to  anfwer  for  that.  But  the  Con¬ 
ftable  muft  be  careful  to  have  his  Warrants  properly  dif- 
charged  by  a  Juftice,  and  to  preferve  them  fo  discharged  : 
For,  the  Defendant,  or  his  Attorney,  has  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand  a  Copy  and  Perufal  of  fuch  Warrant ;  which,  if 
refufed  by  the  Conftable,  makes  him  liable  to  an  Adlion 
of  falfe  Imprifonment,  if  the  Warrant  be  illegal  :  Where¬ 
as,  if  he  gives  fuch  Copy,  or  permits  the  Perufal,  the 
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Juftice  muft  abide  by  the  confequence  of  his  Warrant, 
and  the  Conftable  Ihall  be  difeharged. 

In  the  Execution  of  Search-warrants  there  muft  be  ufed 
great  Prudence,  Caution,  and  Tendernefs,  they  being  too 
often  the  Eftedls  of  Miftake  and  Mifapprehenfion  :  Ana 
thefe  Warrants  muft  be  executed  between  the  rifing  and 
fetting  of  the  Sun,  or,  at  raoft,  by  vifible  Day-light. 

In  Cafes  of  apprehending  Felons,  and  of  Searches  made 
by  Officers  of  the  Revenue,  the  Conflable  has  Power  to 
break  open  Doors.  But  in  fuch  Cafes,  when  the  Confta- 
ble  finds  the  Door  fall,  he  muft  call  with  an  audible 
Voice  to  the  Perfons  within,  demanding  immediate  En¬ 
trance  there,  in  the  King’s  Name,  as  Conftable  :  And  if* 
upon  this,  the  Parties  refufe  to  anfwer,  or  anfwering  re- 
fufe  to  open  the  Door,  then  the  Peace  Officer  isjuftifiable 
in  ufing  force,  and  not  otherwife. 

He  is  not  to  execute  a  Warrant,  or  do  any  Act:  of  a 
Conftable  out  of  his  refpedlive  Parifh  or  Diftricf,  except 
efpecially  appointed  by  a  Warrant,  or  in  aiding  the  High 
Conftable  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Duty. 

In  the  Execution  of  Warrants  of  Diftrefs,  the  Confta¬ 
ble  muft  firft  demand  the  Sum  to  be  levied.  If  that  be 
refufed,  or  not  paid  immediately,  he  is  to  feize  fo  many  of 
the  Goods,  as  will  be  fufficient  to  pay  the  Contents  of  the 
Warrant,  and  the  neceflary  Expences  arifing  from  this  Adi 
of  Diftrefs.  When  the  Goods  are  fold,  which  fhould  be 
done  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  a  Broker,  he  muft  pay  the 
Surplus,  if  there  be  any  in  the  Sale,  to  the  Parties,  upon 
whom  the  Seizure  is  made.  But  this  Diftrefs  does  not 
extend  to  the  Landlord’s  Seizure  for  Rent.  In  thefe  Cafes 
the  Conftable  is  only  to  preferve  the  Peace. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  Office,  with  obferving  the  great 
Truft  our  Parliament  has  lodged  in  the  Conftable,  where 
the  Guardians  of  our  Liberty  and  Property  have  given 
them  Power  to  quarter  Soldiers  in  their  refpedlive  Parifhes, 
&c.  And  by  the  Statute  of  Queen  Anne,  the  Conftables 
are  required,  upon  Notice  given  to  them,  to  repair  to  the 
Place  where  any  Fire  fhall  happen  in  their  feveral  Pa- 
rifttes,  there  to  affift  in  the  extinguishing  of  it,  by  compel¬ 
ling  Perfons  prefent  to  work  at  the  Engines,  and  fuch 
other  Service,  aslhall  tend  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the 
Flames,  and  to  apprehend  Pilferers  and  idle  Perfons  wait¬ 
ing  an  Opportunity  to  rob  the  diftrefted. 
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*Tbe  Oath  of  a  Conftable,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  his  appre¬ 
hending  Night-Walkers ,  and  idle  Perfons ,  and  his  pre- 
fenting  Offences  contrary  to  the  Statutes  made  againjl  un¬ 
lawful  Gamings  Tipling ,  and  Drwikennefs,  and  for  the 
fitppr effing  of  them. 

ii  Oath  fets  forth,  That  he  is  to  ufe  his  endea- 

J.  vour  that  Night-walkers  be  apprehended.  To  fee 
that  the  Statutes  made  for  punifhing  Vagabonds  and  fuch 
idle  Perfons,  coming  within  his  Bounds  and  Limits,  be 
duly  put  in  Execution.  To  have  a  watchful  Eye, to  fuch 
Perfons  as  fhall  maintain  or  keep  any  common  Houfe  or 
Place  where  any  unlawful  Game  is  or  fhall  be  ufed  ;  as 
alfo  to  fuch  as  fhall  frequent  or  ufe  fuch  Places,  or  fhall 
ufe  or  exercife  any  unlawful  Games  there  or  elfewhere, 
contrary  to  the  Statutes.  To  prefent  at  the  Affizes,  Sef- 
fions  of  the  Peace,  or  Leet,  all  and  every  the  Offences 
done  contrary  to  the  Statutes  made  to  reflrain  the  inordi¬ 
nate  Haunting  and  Tippling  in  Inns,  Ale-houfes,  and 
other  Vidtualling-houfes,  and  for  repreffing  of  Drunken- 
nefs ;  and  that  he  is  well  and  duly,  according  to  his 
Knowledge,  Power,  and  Ability,  to  do  and  execute  all 
other  Things  belonging  to  a  Conftable’s  Office.” 

Upon  this  Part  of  the  Conftable’s  Oath  that  is  recited, 
it  is  an  obvious  Obfervation,  that  though  it  exprefly  men¬ 
tions  only  fome  particular  Statutes  againft  Prophanenefs 
and  Vice,  that  Conftables  are  to  be  careful  that  they  be 
put  in  Execution,  other  Acts  having  been  made  againft: 
Offences  of  this  Kind  ftnce  the  Oath  was  appointed  ;  as 
particularly  againft  profane  Swearing  and  Curfing,  &c. 
which  were  not  formerly  fo  common  as  in  this  degenerate 
Age,  yet  Conftables  are  equally  concerned  to  endeavour 
to  fee  them  executed  :  The  Oath  telling  them  in  general 
Terms,  that  they  are  well  and  truly,  according  to  their 
Knowledge,  Power,  and  Ability,  to  do  and  execute  all 
other  Things  (beftdes  what  was  before  fpecified)  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  Conftable’s  Office. 

Now,  that  Conftables  may  the  better  know  their  Pow¬ 
er,  and  how  to  execute  their  Office  with  the  greateft  Ef¬ 
fect,  for  the  fuppreffing  of  Profanenefs  and  Debauchery, 
here  is  added  the  Judgment  of  fome  great  and  eminent 
Lawyers  in  fome  important  Cafes  relating  to  a  Conftable’s 
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Office  in  the  Execution  of  the  Laws  againft  Profane- 
nefs  and  Vice. 

A  Conftable  may  flop  any  Perfons,  that  he  fhall  find 
driving  of  Carts,  Horfes,  Cattle,  &c.  qn  the  Lord’s-Day, 
and  carry  them  before  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  to  convict  them 
of  offending  againft  the  Statute  29  Car.  II.  cap.  7.  with¬ 
out  any  Warrant  from  a  Juftice  of  Peace. 

He  may  do  the  like  to  fuch,as  he  ftiall  find  at  any  Sports 
or  Paftimes  on  that  Day,  contrary  to  1  Car.  I. 

If  he  find  any  Tippling  in  Ale-houfes,  dsA.  contrary  to 
21  Jac.  I.  cap.  7.  he  may  carry  them  before  a  Juftice  of 
Peace,  to  convidt  them,  that  the  Penalty  may  be  levied 
according  to  that  Statute,  and  the  Statute  1  jac.  I. 

If  he  find  any  Shop-keepers,  or  other  Perfons,  felling 
or  expofing  to  Sale  their  Wares  on  the  Lord’s-Day,  he 
may  carry  them  before  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  to  convict  them 
upon  the  Statute  of  1  Jac.  I.  cap.  22. 

He  may  take  any  that  he  fhall  find  drunk,  or  blaf- 
pheming,  profanely  fwearing  or  curbing,  contrary  to  the 
Adis  of  Parliament,  7  Jac. I.  cap.  5,6,  7  Gul.lll.  cap.  n. 
and  9,  10  Gal.  III.  and  carry  them  before  fome  Juftice  of 
Peace,  to  convict  them.  If  he  find  any  of  thefe  adtually 
offending  in  fuch  Matters  as  aforefaid,  he  may,  by  Vir¬ 
tue  of  his  Office,  without  a  Warrant  from  a  Juftice,  take 
them  to  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace. 


Coroner. 


High  She¬ 
riff. 


In  Cafes  of  Bloodfhed  there  is  an  Officer  called  the  Co- 
roner ,  who  is  invefted  with  the  Power  of  enquiring  into 
the  Caufe  of  the  Bloodfhed  and  Death  of  a  Perfon,  and 
iffuing  fuch  Warrants,  as  are  neceffary  to  that  Enquiry, 
and  of  committing,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  Juftice, 
fuch  Delinquents  as  are  thereby  difcovered. 

For  the  Execution  of  judicial  Adis,  there  is  a  High  She¬ 
riff  in  every  County,  to  whom  all  Writs  from  the  King’s 
Courts,  are  diredled  ;  and  who  commands  the  Execution 
of  them  by  Warrants  under  his  Hand  and  Seal,  diredled 
to  his  Officers. 

By  thefe  Means  full  Execution  of  the  Laws  is  provided 
for,  and  the  Means  of  procuring  its  Sentences  and  De¬ 
crees  are  open  in  all  Places,  and  to  all  Perfons,  agreeable 
to  the  moft  extenfive  Notions  of  that  natural  Juftice  and 
common  Right,  v/e  claim  by  the  Conftitution  of  our 
Country. 


As 
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As  no  Common-wealth  can  be  founded,  profper,  or 
continue  without  the  Rule,  Square  and  Level  of  Laws, 
as  Sir  IValter  Raleigh  remarks  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  World ; 

Laws  are  fo  to  be  enadled  and  executed,  as  to  agree  with 
the  Conftitution  of  the  People  :  For,  as  no  Land  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  producing  all  Things,  neither  are  all  People  of 
one  Humour  and  Inclination.  Therefore,  it  has  always 
been  found  neceflary  for  the  Legiflature  to  form  fuch 
Laws,  for  the  Government  of  the  People,  as  appear  moft 
appofite  and  confentaneous  to  their  national  genius. 

This  is  the  View,  in  which  I  confider  the  Laws  of  Of  Laws. 
England.  They  being  coeval  with  the  firft  Inftitution  of 
its  Government ;  and,  having  had  the  Approbation  and 
Suffrage  of  the  People  for  fo  many  Centuries  of  Years, 
they  are  become  fo  habitual  and  co-natural  to  the  Englijh , 
that  no  other  Laws  in  the  World  can  be  fo  apt,  fit  and  be¬ 
neficial  for  the  good  Government  of  this  Kingdom,  as 
our  own  Englijh  Laws.  Which  fuggefts  the  very  Reafon 
why  our  Anceftors  have,  in  all  Ages,  from  Time  to 
Time,  been  fo  zealous,  careful  and  unanimous  in  the 
Prefervation  of  the  antient  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  this 
Realm  :  And  gave  an  ingenious  Foreigner  occafion  to  fay, 

“  That  England  is  a  kind  of  little  World  of  itfelf ;  whofe 
“  Inhabitants  boaft  of  an  original  Freedom  of  Birth, 

“  which  is  not  fo  much  as  dreamt  of  in  all  the  Dominions 
“  of  any  invincible  Sultans  and  notwithftanding  this 
Nation  has  been  feveral  Times  invaded  and  fubdued  by 
the  Saxons ,  Danes ,  and  Nortnans ;  yet  he  remarks  fur¬ 
ther,  “  that  thofe  Revolutions  and  Submiffions  were 
“  brought  about  rather  by  Compromife,  than  by  Extre- 
t6  mity  of  War:”  Or,  if  it  has  been  called  a  Conquejl , 
the  Vidlors  have  been  forced  to  yield  to  the  vanquifhed, 
in  alluring  to  their  ancient  Laws,  Privileges  and  Cuftoms, 
which  the  Englijh  call  their  Birth-right.  In  Defence 
of  which  the  Zeal  of  our  Anceftors  hath  been  continually 
hereditary  to  fucceeding  Generations.  For  which  we 
need  look  no  further  back  than  to  the  Meafures  taken  to 
fettle  the  Crown  in  the  auguft  Houfe  of  Hanover  ;  for  the 
Prefervation  of  our  Religion,  Laws  and  Liberties. 

Let  us  then  not  only  applaud  the  Watchfulnefs  and  Happinefs 
Firmnefs  of  our  Anceftors  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty;  but  °f^Ton 
imitate  the  Courage  of  thofe  glorious  and  immortal  Pa-  1  u  10 
triots-  who,  from  the  earlieft  Accounts  of  our  Monarchy, 
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have  oppofed  the  Encroachments  of  a  bad  Adminiftration 
upon  thofe  Laws  and  conftitutional  Liberties ;  which  are 
fo  exquifiteiy  compofed,  that  we  may  challenge  the  whole 
World  to  {hew  fo  equal,  and  fo  happy  a  Conftitution  of 
Government,  as  is  this  Day  in  England .  Our  Legifla- 
tors,  from  the  Foundation  of  this  Monarchy,  which  we 
can  trace  for  fo  many  hundred  Years,  have  wifely 
picked  out  the  Good,  that  could  be  found  in  all  other 
Governments,  but  fhunned  the  Extremes.  Hence  it  is, 
that  in  England  the  People  enjoy  arid  exercife  their  Liber¬ 
ty  without  a  democratical  Confufion  and  Fury.  The  No¬ 
bility  have  all  the  Privileges,  to  which  Ariflocracy  itfelf 
could  entitle  them,  without  the  Neceffity  of  running  into 
Factions  and  Cabals  for  it.  And  the  King's  Power  is  fo 
equally  ballanced  between  the  two  former,  that  the  regal 
Power  can  hardly  ever  degenerate  into  Tyranny:  Nei¬ 
ther  while  he  governs  by  Law  can  the  King  ever  want  Au¬ 
thority  to  protect,  and  punifh,  or  means  to  reward  Virtue, 
and  to  difeourage  Vice;  which  are  the  grand  Objects  for 
which  civil  Government  was  firft  inftituted. 


Of  the  Division  of  England  into 
Counties,  &c. 

Divifion.  HIS  Realm,  thus  conftituted,  is  principally  divided 

X  into  Counties ,  Bifhopricks ,  and  Circuits. 

Counties.  There  are  at  this  Time  forty  Counties  in  England ,  viz. 

Berkjhire ,  Bedfordjhire ,  Buckinghamjhire ,  Cambridge/Jure, 
Chejhire ,  Cornwall ,  Cumberland ,  Derby/hire ,  Devonjhire , 
Dorfetjhire ,  Durham ,  EJfex ,  Glouceflerjhire ,  Hampjhire , 
j Herefordjhire,  Hertford/hire,  Huntingdonjhire ,  Kent ,  Lan- 
cajhire,  Leicejlerjhire,  Lincolnjhlre ,  Middlefex,  Monmouth- 
fhire,  Norfolk,  Northampionjhirc,  Northumberland,  Notting¬ 
ham/hire,  Oxfordjhire,  Rutlandjhire ,  Shropjhire,  Somerfct- 
Jhire,  Stafordjhire,  Suffolk,  Suffex,  Surry,  Warwick/birc, 
Wiltjlnre,  IV ejlmor  eland,  Worcejl  erf  hire,  and  Tor kf Lire,  which 
fend  up  eighty  Knights  to  reprefent  them  in  Parliament. 

Bithopricks  The  Number  of  Bijhopricks  are  two  Arch-Bijhopricks , 
called  the  Province  of  Canterbury ,  and  the  Province  of 
York  :  And  twenty-one  Bifoopricks,  viz.  London,  Durham , 
Winch ejler,  Ely ,  Norvoich,  Hereford ,  Sali/bury,  Peterbo¬ 
rough, 
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roughs  Carlijle ,  Oxford ,  Rochejier ,  Lincoln ,  Exeter ,  7%r- 
cejler ,  Chichefier ,  Litchfield  and  Coventry ,  Brifiol ,  Gloucef- 
ier ,  Worcefier ,  Chefier ,  Bath  and  Wells.  Of  which  Dur¬ 
ham ,  Carlijle  and  Chefier,  are  in  the  Province  of  Tori ; 
the  other,  together  with  the  four  Welch  Bijhopricks ,  m'z. 
ft.  David’s,  Landaff,  St.  Afaph  and  Bangor,  are  in  the 
Province,  or  fubject  to  the  JurifdidHon  of  Canterbury. 

The  two  Archbifhops  have  a  Superintendency  over  all  Archiepif- 
the  Church  of  England.  But  with  this  Diftindfion,  the  T*?!1  Jun(- 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  is  Primate  of  all  England :  The  K  *°n 
Archbifhop  of  Tori  is  no  more  than  Primate  of  England : 

And  under  this  Diftindtion  of  Title  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  has  a  Right  to  fummon  the  Archbilhop  of 
York  to  a  Convocation  or  national  Synod.  And  though 
all  other  Bifhops  write  themfelves  divina  permijfione  Epif- 
copus,  or  by  divine  Permifiion  Bifhop  :  The  Archbifhop  of  Stile, 
Canterbury  writes  himfelf  divina  Providentia,  i.  e.  by  Di¬ 
vine  Providence ;  and  in  the  royal  Writs  directed  to  him 
he  is  ftiled  Dei  gratia  Archiepifcopus,  i.  e.  by  divine  Provi¬ 
dence  Archbijhop.  It  belongs  alfo  to  him  to  crown  the 
King,  to  confecrate  Bifhops,  and  to  call  provincial  Sy¬ 
nods,  according  to  the  Kind’s  Writ  directed  to  him  for 
that  Purpofe.  The  Bifhop  of  London  is  accounted  his 
provincial  Dean  :  The  Bifhop  of  Winchefier  his  Chancel¬ 
lor  ;  and  the  Bilhop  of  Rochefier  his  Chaplain.  And  he 
has  Jurifdidfion  in  feveral  Courts  to  decide  Differences  in 
ecclefiaftical  Matters.  Of  which  in  their  proper  Place. 

The  other  Bifhops  are  ftiled  Right  Reverend,  and  have  Stile  of  Bi- 
the  Title  of  Lordjhip.  They  are  alfo  called  the  Lords  “10PS* 
Spiritual  and  Fathers  in  God,  with  peculiar  Prerogatives, 
even  more  than  the  Privileges  of  the  Temporal  Lords  of 
Nation. 

The  Archiepifcopal  Jurifdidlion  extends  over  all  his  Epifcopal 
Province  :  Whereas  that  of  a  Bifhop  extends  no  further  Jtu-ifdic- 
than  within  the  Bounds  of  his  own  Diocefe.  But  they 
have  one  Thing  in  common.  Their  Courts,  though  held 
by  the  King’s  Authority,  are  not  deemed  to  be  the 
King’s  Courts  ;  they  being  fummoned  not  in  the  King’s 
Name,  but  Tefie  the  Bifhop  :  And  the  Bifhop  is  the  foie 
Judge  of  his  own  Court,  with  Power  to  delegate  his  Au¬ 
thority  to  another  Bifhop,  or  to  his  Chancellor,  or  Com- 
Kiiffary.  Which  no  fecular  Judge  can  do. 


There 
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There  are  only  fix  Circuits  ;  ordained  and  regulated  by 
King  Henry  the  Second,  for  the  fpeedy  Difpatch  of  Juf- 
tice,  according  to  the  Cuftom  obferved  by  Samuel ,  who 
is  recorded  in  i  Sam.  vii.  16.  to  have  gone  from  Year  to 
Year  in  Circuit  to  Bethel,  and  Gilgal ,  and  Mijhpeth,  and 
j  udged  Ifrael  in  all  thofe  Places. 

1.  The  Home-Circuit  includes  the  five  Counties  of  EJ - 
[ex,  Hertford,  Kent,  Surry  and  Sujfex. 

2.  The  Norfolk-Circuit  includes  Bucks,  Bedfordjhire, 
Huntingdonjhire,  CajnbridgeJhire ,  Suffolk ,  and  Norfolk. 

3.  The  Oxford-Circuit  includes  Qxfordjhire,  Berkfnre, 
Gloucejlerfhire ,  Worcef  erf hire,  Monmouthfnre,  Hercford- 
fhire ,  Shropjhire,  Staffordfkire. 

4.  The  Midland-Circuit  includes  Warwickjhire ,  Leicef- 
terfhire ,  Derby/hire,  Nottingham/hire,  Lincolnjhire,  Rut- 
landfhire.  North amptonjhire. 

5.  The  Wejlern-Circuit  includes  Hampftnre,  Wiltjhire , 
Dorfetjhire,  Somerfctjhire ,  Devonjhire,  Cornwall. 

6.  The  Northern  Circuit  includes  Torkjhire ,  Durham, 
Northumberland,  Lancajhire ,  Wejhnor eland,  Cumberland. 

All  thefe  Counties  have  their  Affize  twice  in  the  Year, 
viz.  in  Lent,  after  Hillary  Term,  and  in  the  Summer  af¬ 
ter  Trinity  Term  ;  except  Durham,  Northumberland,  Cum¬ 
berland,  and  Wejlrnor eland,  which,  on  Account  of  the 
Ways  in  thofe  northern  Parts  having  been  found  impaf- 
fable  with  great  Falls  of  Snow,  have  Aflizes  only  in 
Summer. 

The  County  of  Middlefex  is  not  included  in  any  of  the 
aforefaid  Circuits,  becaufe  it  is  the  Seat  of  the  Supreme 
Courts  of  Juftice  ;  and  the  Trials  at  Law  for  this  Coun¬ 
ty  are  determined  at  Wejlminfter-Hall ,  by  the  18  Eliz. 
ch.  12.  which  ena£ls,  “  That  the  Chief  Juftice  of  Eng- 
“  land,  upon  Iffues  joined  in  the  King’s  Bench,  the 
“  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  Chief  Baron 
“  of  the  Exchequer,  upon  Iftues  joined  in  their  feveral 
“  Courts,  (or  in  their  Abfence)  two  other  Juftices  or  Ba- 

rons  fhajl  be  Juftices  of  Nifi  Prius  for  the  County  of 
“  Middlefex ,  and  may  fit  in  Weft  min  ft  er-  Hall,  or  in  the 
<(  Exchequer  within  the  Term,  or  four  Days  after  for 

the  Trial  of  Iffues  joined  in  the  faid  Courts  refpeeftive- 
“  3y,  and  Trials  in  Middlefex,  to  prevent  Interruption  of 
“  Proceedings  in  the  faid  Court  during  the  Term,  and 
64  for  the  better  Eafe  of  the  Freeholders  of  Middlefex. 

The  City  of  Ely  is  alftnan  exemnt  from  Circuits.  The 

Bifnop 
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Bifhop  of  Ely  hath  a  Judge  of  his  own,  who  holds  the 
Affizes  twice  a  Year  for  that  royal  Franchife. 

The  County  Palatine  of  Chefter  is  not  comprehended  in  Chefter 
the  Circuits.  This  County  has  a  Chief  Juftice  of  its 
own,  who  exercifeth  the  Commiffion  of  Affize  within 
that  Palatinate.  * 

Thefe  fix  Circuits  are  fupplied  by  the  twelve  Judges  :  Circuit* 
namely,  two  Judges  upon  each  Circuit.  For  which 
Purpofe,  and  to  prevent  any  Contention  amongft 
thofe  Sages  of  the  Law,  about  the  Choice  of  the 
Circuits,  they  all  meet,  every  Hilary  and  Trinity  Term, 
at  Serjeant' s- Inn,  and  proceed  in  this  Manner.  The 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench  makes  his  firft 
Choice:  The  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas 
chufes  next ;  and  he  is  followed  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
of  the  Exchequer.  Then  the  other  Judges  do  each  make 
their  Choice  according  to  their  Antientcy,  with  this  Re- 
ftriCtion,  that  no  one  chufes  a  Circuit  within  which  he 
was  born.  Befides,  after  this  Choice  amongft  themfelves, 
they  wait  on  the  King,  and  give  his  Majefty  an  Account 
of  their  Circuits  thus  chofen ;  when  the  King  either  con¬ 
firms  or  alters  their  Choice,  as  to  him  fhall  feem  meet ; 
and,  gives  them  InftruCtions  and  Directions,  for  their 
ConduCt  and  Proceedings  in  their  feveral  Circuits.  And, 
in  every  Trinity-Term ,  the  King  grants  a  Warrant  to  the 
Bifhop  of  Durham ,  to  iflue  out  Commiffions  to  the  Judges 
appointed  to  ride  the  Circuit  for  that  County,  as  the  King  Judges  in¬ 
grants  to  his  Judges  for  other  Counties  ;  for  after  their  tuitions. 
Circuits  are  confirmed  by  the  King,  both  in  Hilary  and 
Trinity  Term,  then  the  King  grants  Warrants  to  iflue 
out  their  feveral  Commiflions  in  every  Circuit,  all  which 
Commiffions  are  bounded  with  that  exprefs  Limitation. 

“To  proceed  according  to  the  Law  and  Cuftom  of  Eng-  Commifli- 
“  land,  and  not  otherwife,”  which  includes  all,  and  ex-  ^eAffizes 
tends  the  Law  to  all  the  Subjects.  And  thefe  Commif¬ 
fions  are  (i)  a  Commiffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  di¬ 
rected  to  them  and  many  others  of  the  beft  Reputation  in 
their  Circuits  :  But  in  this  Commiffion  the  Judges  of 
Affize  are  of  the  Quorum,  fo  as  without  them  there  can 
be  no  Proceedings.  This  Commiffion  gives  them  Power 
to  deal  with  Treafons,  Murders,  and  all  Manner  of  Fe¬ 
lonies  and  Mifdemeanours  ;  which  is  their  largeft  Com¬ 
miffion.  (2)  A  Commiffion  of  Gaol -delivery,  directed 
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only  to  the  Judges  themfelves,  and  the  Clerk  of  Affize 
therein  alTociate  ;  by  which  they  are  empowered  and  di¬ 
rected  to  deal  with  every  Prifoner  in  Goa],  for  what  Of¬ 
fence  foever  he  be  there.  (3)  A  Commiffion  directed  to 
themfelves  only  and  to  the  Clerk  of  Affize,  to  take  Af¬ 
fizes  ;  by  this  they  obtain  the  Name  of  Juftices  of  Affize, 
vvhofe  Office  and  Duty  is  to  do  Right  upon  Writs  called 
Affize,  brought  before  them  by  fuch  as  are  wrongfully  thruft 
out,  or  deprived  of  their  Lands.  And  this  Commiffion  is 
looked  upon  with  fo  much  Jealoufy,  that  it  was  enabled 
by  the  20  Richard  II.  ch.  3.  “  That  no  Lord,  nor 

“  other  of  the  Country,  little  or  great,  fhall  fit  upon 
44  the  Bench  with  the  Juftices  to  take  Affizes,  upon 
44  pain  of  great  Forfeitures  to  the  King.”  (4)  A  Com¬ 
miffion  to  take  Nifi  Prius  direCted  only  to  the  Judges  and 
their  Clerk  of  Affizes  ;  by  which  they  are  called  Juftices  of 
Nifi  Prius.  (5)  A  Commiffion  of  Peace  in  every  County 
of  their  Circuit.  And  by  Virtue  of  this  all  the  Juftices 
of  the  Peace,  having  no  lawful  Impediment,  are  obliged 
to  be  prefent  at  the  Affizes,  and  to  attend  the  Judges,  as 
Occafion  fhall  fall  out,  under  the  Penalty  of  fuffering 
fuch  Fine  as  the  Judges  fhall  fet  on  them  at  their  Pleafure 
and  Difcretion. 

In  Purfuance  of  thefe  Commiffions,  all  Offences  from 
the  higheft  Treafon  to  the  meaneft  Trefpafs,  or  Breach 
"of  his  Majefty’s  Peace ;  and  all  private  AClions,  real  and 
perfonal,  between  Party  and  Party,  are  heard  and  deter¬ 
mined  at  the  Affizes  in  every  County  on  thefe  Circuits ; 
in  order  to  fave  both  Time  and  Expence  to  the  People  in 
perfuing  their  juft  and  lawful  Right. 

What  remains  in  regard  to  the  Proceedings  of  Law  on 
thefe  Circuits,  as  that  Account  will  come  more  properly 
under  the  prefent  State  of  the  Law  in  England ,  I  fhall  re¬ 
fer  the  fame  for  that  Account  hereafter  ;  and  proceed  now 
to  deferibe  the  natural  State  of  this  Kingdom. 


Of  the  Natural  State  of  England. 

IN  order  to  judge  of  the  peculiar  Value,  and  to  form  a 
right  Idea  of  the  true  Character  of  any  Country,  we 
ought  to  confide?  firft  the  intrinfic  and  natural  Advan¬ 
tages  } 
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tages  ;  and  next  the  Conveniences  of  which  it  Rands  pof- 
fefled  ;  with  Reference  to  its  Safety  from  powerful  Neigh¬ 
bours,  Intercourfe  with  its  natural  Allies,  and  Commerce 
with  the  reft  of  the  habitable  World.  For,  by  a  due 
Attention  to  each  of  thefe  Points,  joined  with  a  perfedl 
Comprehenfion  of  their  Correfpondence  and  Connection 
with  each  other,  we  may  be  enabled  to  frame  a  right  Es¬ 
timate  of  the  worth  of  any  Country  ;  that,  to  all  intents 
and  Purpofes,  being  the  beft  and  moft  confiderable,  in 
which  they  all  confpire,  and  fo  in  Proportion  as  they 
have  more  or  lefs,  either  of  natural  Commodities  or  Con¬ 
veniences  for  foreign  Trade.  But  with  this  Remark, 
that  though  the  firft  is  of  a  real  Benefit,  yet  the  latter  is 
of  infinitely  greater  Service:  For,  it  is  very  poifible  for 
Countries  to  be  rich  and  fruitful  in  themfelves,  yet  the 
Inhabitants  in  general  very  poor  ;  as  in  Poland ,  Hunga¬ 
ry ,  and  Tranfilvania :  And  a  Country  may  in  itfelf  be 
mean  and  poor,  and  yet  the  Inhabitants  fhall  be  rich  and 
profperous  by  its  Situation  and  their  Induftry,  as  in  Hol¬ 
land. 

There  is  a  natural  Affedlion  and  a  laudable  Partiality  in 
all  People  for  their  own  Country  or  Nation  ;  and  there  is 
no  doubt,  but  that  the  People  of  England  have,  in  all 
Ages,  had  their  Share  of  this  Affection  and  Partiality;  yet 
independent  of  this  Difpofition,  we  may  fafely  affirm,  that 
with  refpect  to  natural  Advantages ,  as  well  as  other  Ex¬ 
cellencies,  there  are  very  few  Countries  that  are  bleffed 
with  greater  than  Old  England. 

In  the  natural  State  of  England  we  comprehend  the  ge-  What  the 
neral  Face  of  the  Country  ;  its  Soil  and  Produce,  Ri- 
vers,  Lakes,  Mineral  Springs,  Mountains,  Forefts,  Tim-  Country, 
ber.  Fruits,  Corn,  Animals,  Fifh  and  Minerals. 

The  Situation  of  this  Ifland,  with  its  Roots  at  the  Bot-  Situation  of 
tom  of  the  Sea,  fs  expofed  continually  to  the  Preffure,  Britain, 
and  inexpreffible  Agitations  of  the  northern  and  weftern 
Ocean,  and  of  the  narrow  Seas  of  the  Englijh  and  St. 

George’s  Channels ;  and  it  being  ftill  able  to  withftand  thofe 
mighty  Powers  of  Nature,leads  us  naturally  to  enquire  into 
the  Means  of  Providence, to  which  the  Safety  of  the  whole 
Nation  is  to  be  afcribed,  that  it  has  not  long  ago  been 
wafhed  away  or  fwallowed  up. 

Let  us  view  the  Coaft  and  we  fhall  foon  difcover,  that  Made  to 
this  Queen  of  the  Iflands  and  Garden  of  Europe  is  fur-  re”ft  tae 
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rounded  with  mighty  Bulwarks,  equal  to  the  Work,  for 
which  they  were  made  to  preferve  it  from  the  Injuries  of 
the  circumambient  Billows  and  raging  Seas.  What  could 
refill  the  Torrent  of  the  great  wejlern  Ocean,  which  pours 
down  with  fuch  Rapidity  and  Violence  upon  the  wejl  Ex¬ 
tremity  of  this  Bland,  but  a  Land  formed  and  defended  as 
Britain ,  by  the  Almighty  Architect,  who  laid  its  Foun¬ 
dation  in  the  Sea,  and  faid  to  the  Waters,  Thou  J. halt 
cojne  thus  far  and  no  further.  The  Land  runs  out  like  a 
Wedge,  dividing  the  Waters  into  two  great  Channels, 
that  empty  themfelves  into  the  northern  Ocean,  and  the 
Point  of  that  Wedge  is  guarded  by  the  Ifes  of  Scilly  ; 
which  are  a  Group  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  Rocks, 
at  the  Diftance  of  fixty  Miles  from  the  Land’s-End  of 
England-,  and  at  the  fame  Time  checking  the  violent  Re¬ 
flux  with  which  the  Sea  would  return  from  the  Bay  of 
Bifcay  into  the  Irijh  Sea  and  St.  George's  Channel.  The 
Strength  of  the  Ocean  thus  broke  by  the  Scilly  Rocks,  the 
Shore  of  Cornwal  is  prepared  to  refit  the  Fury,  with  which 
the  current  tumbles  into  the  Channels,  on  both  Sides  of 
that  narrow  Slip,  which  in  one  Place  does  not  exceed  four 
Miles  from  Sea  to  Sea.  The  Lizard  Point  fecures  the 
fouth-weft  from  the  Chops  of  the  Englijh  Channel,  and 
Cape  Cornwal  takes  oft  the  Force  of  the  Eddy  and  Cur¬ 
rent,  that  forces  its  way  into  Bri/lcl  and  St.  George's  Chan¬ 
nels  :  And  in  the  Center  between  thefe  two  natural 
Guards  rears  up  St.  Michael's  Mount ,  a  high  Rock,  which 
Hands  fo  clofe  to  the  Water-Edge,  that  it  is  often  dry, 
and  receives  the  laft  Impulfe  of  the  Sea  upon  that  fmall 
Point  of  Land.  And  thus  at  every  winding  of  the  Chan¬ 
nels,  where  the  Prefture  and  Force  of  the  Seas  bear  againft 
the  Land,  the  like  Provifion  has  been  made,  to  prevent 
the  Misfortunes,  that  otherwife  muft  frequently  arife  for 
want  of  a  Stem  to  the  inconceivable  Fermentation  of 
boifterous  and  tempeftuous  Seas.  Down  the  Engl  if j  Chan¬ 
nel  the  Rani s-Heacl  is  a  Break-water  at  the  Entrance  of 
Ply?nouth  Harbour  :  The  Bolt-Head  and  Start  Point  make 
the  Weft  and  Eaft  of  a  Promontory,  that  runs  a  confi- 
derable  Way  into  the  Sea,  and  by  winding  the  Channel, 
covers  the  Shore  towards  the  Eaft  from  thofe  Dangers, 
that  are  incident  from  a  ftrait  rapid  Current.  The  north 
Shore  of  this  County  of  Devon  receives  the  fame  Advan¬ 
tages  from  Hartland-P  oint  and  Bay-Point ,  which  cover  it 

from 
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from  thofe  Accidents  that  otherwife  might  happen  upon  a 
flat  Country  from  the  Current  of  that  Channel,  which 
runs  from  the  weftern  Ocean  up  to  Brijiol.  The  Coaft 
of  Dorfetjhire ,  the  Ifle  of  flight,  Suffex  and  Kent ,  is  pro¬ 
tected  in  like  Manner  from  the  overflowings  of  the  Sea, 
where  it  has  a  ftrong  Current.  Thus  the  Race  of  Port¬ 
land  covers  the  adjacent  Country  with  high  and  inaccef- 
fible  Rocks  :  And  Peverel  Point  and  Durjione-head  fecure 
the  Bays  and  Harbours  as  far  as  the  Ifle  of  Wight ;  where 
the  Needles  and  Dunnofe  cover  Portfmouth  from  the  Ha¬ 
zards  of  Inundation  :  And  the  Current  of  the  Englijh 
Channel  towards  the  Thames  Mouth  is  driven  off  and 
greatly  allayed  by  the  feveral  Capes  of  Dungenefs  and  the 
South  and  North-foreland  on  the  Coaft  of  Kent. 

The  Coaft  from  the  Thames  northward,  wafhed  by  and 
expofed  to  the  German  Ocean,  is  fecured  by  a  Ridge  of 
Lands,  which  in  a  manner  imbay  that  Ocean,  and  form 
a  Channel  on  the  moft  dangerous  Part  of  the  Coaft  for 
our  northern  Navigation  ;  and  the  Billows,  which  threat¬ 
en  DeftruCtion  to  a  low  Plain,  are  repelled  from  the  Coaft 
of  Suffolk,  Norfolk ,  Lincoln  and  Torkjhire ,  by  the  Pro¬ 
montories,  that  extend  themfelves  into  the  Seas  at  Or- 
ford ,  Eafon,  Winterton ,  the  Spurn  and  Flamborough. 

Providence  has  made  the  fame  Provifion  for  the  Coaft: 
in  St.  George’s  Channel.  The  chief  Power  of  the  Waters 
on  that  Side  the  Illand  falling  upon  the  Principality  of 
Wales ,  which  Corner  of  the  Ifland  has  been  formed  in  eve¬ 
ry  Part  of  it,  with  a  View  to  defend  the  reft  from  the 
Dangers  of  the  Seas.  The  whole  Country  is  almoft  a 
continual  Chain  of  Mountains  :  And  the  Sea  Shore  feems 
defignedfor  an  impregnable  Bulwark  againft  the  Fury  of 
the  Irijh  Sea  and  Weftern  Ocean.  Glamorganfnre  is  pro¬ 
tected  by  Najh-Point  and  W irmjhead :  Pembrokejhire  by 
St.  Govens  Point ,  and  that  dreadful  Group  of  Rocks, 
called  the  Bifjop  and  his  Clerks :  Car digarf Tire  by  Cardi¬ 
gan  Point,  and  Merionethjhire  and  Caernarvonjhire  by  Sar- 
naback  and  Brayehilpuli  Points  ;  Holyhead  and  Hilary  Point 
are  the  Cut-waters  on  the  Ifle  of  Anglefca  ;  which  with  t 

Ormjheacly  caft  off  the  Strength  and  Rapidity  of  the  wef- 
terrr  Current  on  the  Coaft.  From  Dcnbighjhire ,  Che- 
Jhire ,  Lancajhire, and  Wejhnor eland,  the  Sea  forms  a  capa¬ 
cious  Bay  (with  the  Ife  of  Man  in  the  Center  between 
England  and  Ireland )  as  far  as  St.  Bees  Head-  in  Cumber¬ 
land, 
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land,  the  moft  northern  County  on  this  Side  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

Face  of  the  Within  thefe  Bulwarks  is  contained  the  moft  delight- 

Ifland.  ful  and  fruitful  Spot  in  the  whole  World  :  A  Country  a- 
bounding  with  fruitful  Hills  and  Vallies.  Champain 
Fields,  inclofed  Grounds,  Arable,  Pafture,  and  Meadow, 
and  with  Woods,  Forefts,  Parks,  and  Chaces  agreeably 
intermixed  for  Pleafure  and  Profit :  and  the  moft  dreary 
Waftes  or  Commons,  and  horrible  mountainous  Afpects 
are  far  from  the  dangerous,  horrid  and  unpaffable  Condi¬ 
tion  of  the  howling  Wilderneffes,  fandy  Deferts,  and  bar¬ 
ren  Mountains  in  other  Climates,  inhabited  by  Beafts  of 
Prey, that  Delight  in  human  Flefh,  and  by  the  moft  noxious 
and  venomous  Part  of  the  reptile  Creation  :  Scorched  up 
with  immoderate  Heart,  or  pierced  through  by  intenfe 
Froft,  and  buried  continually  under  Mountains  of  Snow, 
and  Ice.  For  the  Spirit  of  Improvement,  which  has  animat¬ 
ed  the  Natives  of  this  Land  for  a  Century  paft,  has  fo 
fpread  its  influence  over  the  Surface,  and  into  the  Bowels 
of  the  Earth,  that  every  Part  of  the  Bland  is  found  im- 
proveable,  and  made  to  contribute  to  the  Wealth  and 
Strength  of  the  whole  Nation  ;  and  the  Communication 
with  the  Center  of  Trade  is  open  and  eafy  from  all  Quar¬ 
ters. 

The  Air.  There  are  indeed  warmer  and  richer  Climates,  but  ve¬ 
ry  few  fo  temperate,  fo  wholefome,  and  fo  pleafant.  The 
Air  is  not  fo  cold  in  Winter,  nor  fo  hot  in  Summer,  as 
in  Countries  on  the  Continent  under  the  fame  parallel. 
Our  Summers  are  moderately  hot,  and  our  Winters,  for 
the  moft  Part,  are  very  tolerable,  in  refpeift  to  cold.  So 
that  the  Engtijh  are  free,  at  leaft,  from  thofe  Extremi¬ 
ties,  and  enjoy  all  or  the  greateft  Part  of  thofe  Advantages, 
which  are  the  boaft  of  other  Climates.  The  Winds  fet 
wefterly  here,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Year,  which  are 
efteemed  the  moft  heathful  :  Tho’  the  Springis  frequently 
troubled  with  the  Eaft  and  North-Eaft  Winds,  which 
are  often  prejudicial  to  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  and  to  the 
Health  of  the  People. 

Soil.  The  Soil  perhaps  differs  in  this  Country  more  than  in 

any  other  of  a  much  greater  Extent.  We  have  almoft 
every  Kind  of  Soil  within  the  Compafs  of  our  Bland, 
and  the  Variety  of  the  Soil  contributes  much  to  the 
Fertility  of  the  Earth,  and  to  the  ufes,  for  which  it  is  em¬ 
ployed. 
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ployed.  It  is  an  Aflortment  not  only  of  Clay,  Gravel, 
and  Sand  ;  but  of  Clays,  Gravels,  and  Sands  of  various 
Kinds,  which  by  the  Art  and  Induftry  of  the  Hufband- 
man  correct,  meliorate  and  fertilize  each  other,  and  con¬ 
tribute  fo  greatly  to  the  Conveniences  of  Life,  and  to  the 
working;  of  fome  Manufactures,  that  it  has  been  found 
neceflary  to  prohibit  their  Exportation. 

To  enumerate  the  Produce  of  this  Land  minutely  would  Produce, 
be  a  moil  endlefs  Talk.  For  Corn  of  all  Sorts,  it  has 
no  equal.  The  Paftures  are  capable  of  feeding  the  belt 
Cattle  and  the  molt  numerous  Flocks  and  Herds  of  Sheep 
and  Oxen  in  the  known  World.  Our  Sheep  are  the 
peculiar  Glory  of  the  Ifland,  as  their  Wool  is  the  grand 
Staple  Commodity  of  the  Nation.  And  the  Breed  of  our 
black  Cattle,  efpecially  thofe  in  Lincoln/hire  and  Holcler- 
nefs ,  are  not  inferior  in  Size,  or  any  other  way,  to  thofe  of 
Dalmatia  or  Sclavonia  ;  andbefides  their  Flefh,  they  yield  a 
Variety  of  Commodities  fuch  as  Leather,  Tallow,  Horns, 
of  great  Utility  both  for  the  Employment  of  the  Poor,  and 
for  the  Conveniences  of  Life.  The  whole  Land  flows 
with  Milk  and  Honey  :  And  there  is  nothing  required  to 
make  Life  eafy  and  comfortable,  which  is,  or  may  not  be 
produced  on  the  Surface,  and  dug  out  of  the  Bowels  of 
this  Ifland.  The  invincible  Navy,  which,  for  Strength 
and  Number  of  Ships,  is  not  to  be  matched ;  and  the 
Shipping  ufed  in  the  Merchant  Service,  whofe  Burthen 
is  inconceivable;  and  all  thefe built  of  Englijh  Oak,  con¬ 
vey  fome  Idea  of  the  Goodnefs,  as  well  as  Quantity,  of 
that  Timber  that  grows  in  England ,  which  is  preferred 
before  the  Wood  of  other  Nations  of  what  Kind  foever 
for  its  Aptnefs  and  Durablenefs  for  the  Purpofes  of  Navi¬ 
gation  :  And  the  continual  Confumption  of  Walnut-tree, 

Poplar,  Maple,  Afh,  Elm,  and  many  other  Species  of 
Trees,  in  ornamental,  domelfic  and  other  neceflary  Ufes 
convinces  that  our  Country  is  as  well  flocked  with  Wood 
of  its  own  Growth  for  to  anfwer  the  Demands  of  the  Na¬ 
tives,  as  any  other  Nation,  and  not  fubject  to  the  bad 
Effects  of  thofe  Woods,  which  by  covering  or  inclofing 
a  Country  deprive  it  of  the  Salubrity  of  the  free  Air,  and 
lay  the  Foundation  of  fatal  Difeafes. 

The  Improvements  of  late  Years  efpecially,  in  the 
Cultivation  of  thq  Earth,  have  naturalized  many  of  the 

Fruits,. 
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Fruits,  a  great  Variety  of  medicinal  Plants,  and  fome  of 
the  moft  valuable  Productions  of  other  Countries. 

To  contemplate  the  Soil  and  its  Produce,  under  the 
Management  of  the  Gardener,  the  Farmer,  the  Grazier, 
and  the  Planter  fills  us  with  Admiration.  No  Fruit,  no 
Flower,  no  Shrub,  nor  Plant,  whether  imported  from 
the  hoteft  or  coldeft  Climates  ;  from  the  richeft  or  poor- 
eft  Soils,  but  are  naturalized  and  introduced  into  our 
Gardens,  which  abound  in  Afparagus,  Colliflowers,  Ar¬ 
tichokes  and  Brockeli,  Peas,  French  or  Kidneys  Beans, 
broad  or  JVindfor  Beans,  and  a  Variety  of  other  Pulfe  ; 
Cabbages,  Onions,  Turnips,  Potatoes,  Carrots,  and 
Mufhrooms ;  Spinage,  Lettuce,  Endive,  Cellery,  and 
all  Manner  of  raw  and  boiled  Herbs  for  Man’s  Ufe. 
The  Succefiion  of  Beans,  Peas,  Potatoes,  Turnips  and 
other  efculent  Plants,  near  thefe  Places,  where  the  Con- 
fumption  is  great,  and  the  Markets  encourage  the  Huf- 
bandman  to  labour,  delight  the  Eye  and  rejoice  the  Heart ; 
and  the  Art,  with  which  the  Tiller  of  the  Ground  pre¬ 
pares  the  Dung,  Mould,  and  Compoft,  cleans,  ploughs, 
houghs  the  Land,  catches  the  Seafon  to  fow  and  reap, 
and  prepares  the  W ork  of  his  Labour  for  the  Market,  de¬ 
mands  the  higheft  Commendation  and  Praife  of  that  Clafs 
of  Men,  who  by  the  Induftry  and  Knowledge  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Earth,  provide  Food  both  for  Man  and  Beaft  ; 
not  only  with  all  Sorts  of  Grain,  and  Hay ;  but  with 
Clover,  Cinquefoil,  Trefoil,  Lucern,  and  other  Sorts 
of  Grafs,  by  which  the  Farmers  have  of  late  Years  im¬ 
proved  their  Lands  to  double  and  treble  their  Value. 
Again,  where  the  Grazier  occupies  the  Land,  he  chal¬ 
lenges  any  one  Nation  upon  Earth  to  produce  either 
Beeves,  Horfes  or  Sheep  to  equal  the  EngliJJj  in  Deli- 
catenefs  of  Tafte,  in  Service  for  the  Ufe  of  Man,  or  in 
Value.  No  Kine  yield  the  Quantity  or  Quality  of 
Milk,  as  our  Cows  for  Richnefs  orSweetnefs  :  No  Oxen 
are  fo  well  fed,  large  and  fat :  No  Mutton  fo  delicious 
for  Food,  nor  Fleeces  *  fo  rich  for  cloathing :  ^Nor 

*  It  is  computed  that  there  are  twelve  Millions  of  Fleeces 
Ihorn  annually,  which,  at  a  Medium  of  is.  6d  per  Fleece, 
amounts  to  the  neat  Sum  of  900,000 1.  Sterling,  to  be  valued 
at  five  Times  as  much,  when  manufactured  in  a  common 
Way. 
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Horfes  fo  well-bred  for  Diverbpn,  or  capable  to  perform 
the  extraordinary  Labour  of  Agriculture,  and  various 
kinds  of  Carriage,  employed  for  Pleafure  and  Profit,  and 
in  the  feveral  Branches  of  Trade  and  Manufactures. 

Before  we  difmifs  this  Article,  it  will  be  be  proper  to  Quantity  of 
produce  the  Calculation  made  by  fome  of  the  greateft  Corn,  &c. 
Writers  on  the  political  State  of  the  Nation,  who  com¬ 
pute  that  the  Arable  Lands  fown  with  Wheat  in  England 
annually,  produce  thirty-four  Millions  ofBufhels  of  that 
Grain  for  Exportation  and  home  Confumption,  and 
about  the  fame  Quantity  of  Barley  annually  ;  of  which 
twenty-three  Millions  of  Bufhels  are  malted  and  brewed 
into  Ale  and  Beer ;  three  Millions  of  Bufhels  malted 
alfo,  and  diftilled  into  Spirits,  and  eight  Millions  for 
Bread,  Seed  and  Exportation.  Our  Land  is  rather  too 
good  for  Rye,  and  our  People  too  dainty  to  eat  Bread 
made  of  this  Grain,  where  they  can  procure  better.  So 
thatRye  falls  very  fhort  of  the  above  Computation.  But 
the  vaft  Demand  there  is  for  Idorfe-grain,  fuch  as  Beans, 

Peas,  Vetches,  and  Oats,  has  induced  our  Farmers  to 
grow  as  much  of  them  annually,  as  they  do  of  Wheat, 

Barley,  and  Rye,  altogether  :  it  being  the  common 
practice  of  Hufbandmen,  to  low  the  Land,  which  they 
employ  one  Year  with  thefe  Kinds  of  Grain,  with 
Horfe  Corn  the  next  Year,  and  to  let  the  Land  in  their 
common  Fields  to  lie  fallow  every  third  Year.  Tho’ 
he  pufhes  for  a  Crop  every  Year  in  thofe  inclofed 
Grounds,  where  there  can  be  procured  Dung  to  improve 
the  Soil  as  he  pleafes. 

'Our  Soil  alfo  is  found  capable  of  bearing  Fruits  ofpru;ts> 
various  Kinds,  for  it  has  been  found  that  there  are 
few  Exotics  but  what  will  grow  in  England.  The 
whole  Country  is  well  fupplied  with  Apples,  Pears, 

Cherries,  Nectarines,  Plumbs,  Grapes,  Goofeber- 
ries.  Currants,  Strawberries,  Rafberries,  and  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  excellent  Fruits.  But  the  Quantity  of 
Cyder  and  Perry  made  in  Hercfordjlnre  and  Dcvonjhire , 
and  other  Counties,  which  has  induced  the  Legidature 
to  lay  a  Duty  upon  thofe  Liquors,  is  a  Proof  that  the 
Orchards  of  Apples  and  Pears  in  thofe  parts  are  very 
large:  And  Cherrries  abound  in  the  fame  manner  in 
Kent.  Though  our  Grapes  feldom  ripen  fufficiently  to 
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make  Wine,  it  muff  be  here  remarked,  that  our  Houfe- 
wives  know  how  to  fupply  that  Deleft  with  the  Juice 
of  Currants,  Goofeberries,  &c.  Beiides  the  Liquor  which 
is  made  from  our  Apples  and  Pears,  contains  a  Body  lit¬ 
tle  inferior  to  white  Wine  and  Champaign,  and  is  more 
wholefome  and  palatable,  than  the  green  Wines  im¬ 
ported  from  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine. 

Thus  we  fee  why  our  Paftures,  Gardens,  and  Fruits 
may  be  juftly  ftiled  excellent ;  and  why  Foreigners  are 
ftruck  with  Amazement  at  the  Verdure  of  our  Country. 
And  we  have  before  us  a  Country  charmingly  diverfified 
with  fpacious  Plains,  bountiful  Hills,  and  fruitful  Val- 
lies  :  And  though,  in  fome  Places,  it  fwells  into  rugged 
Mountains,  and  even  into  a  kind  of  Alpine  Ridges, 
that  run  their  rocky  Courfe  for  many  Miles  together : 
yet  we  fhall  fhew,  that  even  thefe,  though  barren  on  the 
Surface,  contain  infinite  Wealth  in  their  Wombs,  and 
pour  out  many  noble  navigable  Rivers. 

Beneath  this  rich  Surface  is  the  Womb  of  Nature, 
pregnant  and  teeming  with  fuch  a  Variety  of  Minerals  y 
&c.  as  no  Part  of  the  Globe  produces  the  like.  One 
County  has  been  famous  for  the  belt  Tin  Mines  in  the 
World,  from  the  earlieft  accounts  of  Time,  the  Greeks 
and  Phoenicians  bearing  T eftimony,  that  they  traded  for 
Tin  in  Britain ,  and  difcovered  that  ufeful  Mineral  in 
the  part  now  called  Cornwal.  Another  Part  of  the 
Country  affords  Quarries  of  Free-ftone,  and  fome  of 
Marble,  particularly  in  Derby/hire  and  Devonjhire-,  and 
near  Plymouth  there  is  a  Sort,  that  refembles  the  Egyptian 
Granate,  and  no  Ways  inferior  to  it,  but  in  its  great 
Hardnefs.  The  Mines  of  Alom,  and  the  Salt  Pits, 
which  are  found  in  Northumberland  and  Chejhirey  are  very 
confiderable  :  But  the  greateft  Treafure  is  found  in  the 
immenfe  Stores  of  Lead,  Copper,  Iren,  and  Pit  and 
Sea  Coal,  which  Providence,  or  the  God  of  Nature,  has 
lavifhly  provided  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  Nation,  where 
other  Fuel  was  not  to  be  found;  and  fo  abundantly  in 
the  Counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland ,  that  the 
Coal-works  in  thofe  Places  are,  as  it  is  thought,  an  in- 
exhauftible  Magazine  to  fupply  London ,  and  many  other 
Places  at  home  and  abroad  with  that  neceffary  of  Life, 
called  Pit  and  Sea-coal.  There  have  been  alfo  difcover¬ 
ed 
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ed  fome  Veins  of  Silver.  But  it  has  been  more  profita¬ 
ble  to  import  the  Mines  of  Potofi ,  in  return  for  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  our  Soil,  and  the  Fruits  of  our  Induftry,  than  to 
ftarve  the  Poor,  and  cramp  our  Manufactures,  by  en¬ 
riching  a  few  with  the  Produce  of  a  Silver  Mine  at 
home. 

In  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  again,  we  have  a  great 
Variety  of  ufeful  Clays,  fuch  as  Fuller  s  Earth,  JVindfor 
Loam,  Tobacco-pipeClay,  various  Kinds  for  the  Ufe  of 
Potters,  F tillers,  &c.  and  medicinal  Earths ;  notto  mention 
what  is  made  ufe  of  for  Tiles,  Bricks,  Plaifter,  Flooring-, 
Ceiling,  &c.  a  vaft  Variety  of  ufeful  Stones ;  from  Fire 
Stone,  LimeStone,  &c.  to  Free  Stone,  Pur  beck.  Port- 
laud ,  and  even  Alabafter  and  Marble  :  Minerals  of  ma¬ 
ny  kinds,  fuch  as  Antimony,  Lapis  Calaminaris,  black 
Lead,  Jet,  Chryftal,  Coperas,  and  thole  Minerals  and 
Metals  already  mentioned,  and  many  others.  * 

The  live  Stock  upon  thefe  Lands  is  worthy  of  Obfer-  Various 
vation  ;  in  which  Article  this  Country  Hill  carries  the ‘ 
Preheminence  above  other  Nations.  For  though  other 
Countries  produce  a  greater  Variety  of  Animals,  and 
perhaps  greater  Numbers,  I  am  fatisfied  and  con-’ 
vinced,  from  all"  the  Accounts  I  have  met  with,  that 
no  Country  can  rhew  a  better  Stock  of  tame  and  domef- 
tic  Animals,  nor  fewer  Beafts  ofPrey.  I  have  already 
mentioned  the  Neat-cattle,  Horfes,  and  Sheep.  To 
thefe  we  fhall  now  add  Afies,  Mules,  and  Goats,  red 
and  fallow  Deer,  Hares  and  Rabbets  :  And,  to  qnu- 
merate  the  feathered  Tribe,  the  Country  every  where^a'ds. 
fupplies  the  Markets  with  Plenty  of  Turkies,  Geefe, 
Ducks,  common  Poultry,  and  tame  Pigeons,  wild 
Geefes,  wild  Ducks,  Teal,  Wigeons,  Plovers,  Phea- 
fants,  and  Partidges  ;  in  proper  Seafons  Woodcocks, 
Groufe,  Snipe,  Quail,  and  Wood  Pigeons.  The  Eye 
is  delighted  with  the  beautiful  Feathers  of  the  Peacock, 
and  the  Ear  with  the  melodious  Notes  of  the  Goldfinch, 

Lark,  Linnet,  Thrulh,  Black-bird,  Canary-bird, 
Nightingale,  &e. 

The  Fertility,  Healthinefs,  Profit,  and  Pleafantnefs  Rivers, 
of  thefe  Lands  is,  in  a  great  Meafure,  owing  to  t  e  Wa¬ 
ters,  with  which  theLands  in  this  Kingdom  are  refrefhed. 

The  principal  Rivers  are  the  Thames ,  Medway,  Severn, 
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Trent,  and  Humber ,  the  two  Oufes,  the  Cam,  Tees , 
Wear,  Tyne,  Darwent.  Merfey,  Dee  and  Avon. 

The  Thames  at  its  firft  riling  on  the  Confines  of 
Glouceflerjhire  is  called  the  | [is,  which,  in  its  Courfe 
towards  London,  receives  the  Churne,  and  in  WUiJhire , 
near  Letchlade,  unites  with  the  Colne,  where  it  becomes 
navigable.  Then  it  receives  the  Cherwell,  and  at  laft  it 
joins  the  Thame  near  Dor  chef  er,  and  takes  the  Name  of 
Thames ,  from  Thame  and  Ijis.  In  this  State  the  Thames 
pafies  by  Wallingford,  Reading,  Marlovj,  Windfor,  Kingf- 
ton,  and  Richmond,  where  it  meets  the  Tide.  From 
whence  it  continues  its  courfe  Eaftward,  wafhes  the  Ci¬ 
ties  of  Wefminfer  and  London  ;  divides  Middlefex  and 
Surry,  is  adorned  with  three  of  the  fineft  Stone  Bridges 
in  the  World,  at  Wefminfer,  Black-Friars,  and  London-, 
becomes  a  Harbour  to  the  Shipping  of  all  Nations, 
which  may  ride  as  high  as  London  Bridge  ;  difeharges  it- 
felf  into  the  Sea  below  Sheernefs-,  divides  the  Counties  of 
EJfex  and  Kent ;  is  properly  decorated  with  large  and  po¬ 
pulous  Villages,  feveral  that  equal  Cities  for  their  Big- 
nefs,  Trade  and  Riches;  and  with  elegant  and  fumptu- 
ous  Buildings,  and  Royal  Yards  and  merchantile  Docks 
for  building  Ships  of  any  Rate  or  Burthen  ;  as  may  be 
exemplified  by  the  P.oyal  Hofpita]  of  Chelfea  College  for 
decayed  Soldiers  :  The  Theatre  in  Renelagh  Gardens, 
the  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury's  Palace  at  Lambeth,  the 
Parliament  Houfe,  and  JVeftninfer  Hall,  the  Remains  of 
White  Hall,  Somerfet  Houfe,  the  Tower  of  London,  and 
the  Royal  Hofpital  for  decayed  Seamen  at  Greenwich  ; 
the  Borough  of  Southwark,  with  Horfely  Dovjn,  Rather - 
hithe,  Deptford ,  Greenwich,  and  Woolwich,  on  the  South 
Shore  ;  and  the  Hermitage ,  Wapping ,  Shadwell,  Ratcliff, 
Limehoufe,  Poplar ,  and  Blackwall  on  the  North  of  the 
River  ;  and  the  royal  Docks  at  Deptford  and  Woolwich. 

The  Medway  rifes  in  the  Weald  or  Wild  of  Kent ,  to¬ 
wards  the  S.  W.  Point  of  that  County,  and  receives  the 
Eton  at  Penhurjl.  Then  dividing  itfelf  into  five  Str  ams 
it  furrounds  Tunbridge,  and  palling  N.  E.  from  thence 
it  walhes  Maidfione,  and  the  City  of  Rochejler,  taking  in 
many  Rivulets  in  its  Courfe ;  by  which  the  Medway  be¬ 
comes  very  wide  and  deep,  in  fo  much  that  below  the 
Bridge  at  P^ochefer,  it  is  capable  of  fwimming  the 
greatefl  Ships.  Here  it  wafhes  Chatham,  another  Royal 
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Yard,  and  becomes  a  Bed  for  the  Royal  Fleet  of  England 
to  lie  up  in  the  Time  of  Peace.  Then  palling  by  Guilling- 
hatn  Fort,  on  the  Weft  Shore,  and  Upnor  Caftle  on  the 
Eaft-fide,  it  enlarges  its  Banks,  and,  at  laft,  forms  the 
Me  of  Shepey ,  one  of  its  Mouths,  palling  into  the 
Ocean  with  the  Thames  at  Sheernefs ,  and  the  other  about 
eight  Miles  diftance,  at  Sbellnefs.  Near  to  this  Ifland 
up  the  River,  is  the  Station  for  the  Ships  obliged  to  per¬ 
form  Quarentine,  and  a  little  more  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  Medway ,  is  the  anchoring  place  for  the  King’s 
Ships,  called  Black-Stakes  ;  facing  which  on  the  Weft- 
Ihore  are  fome  Salt-works. 

The  Severn  rifes  in  the  County  of  Montgomeryshire  Severn, 
near  Plinlimmon-Hill ,  and  with  a  rapid  Stream  dis¬ 
charges  itfelr  with  a  vaft  and  {lately  Mouth,  like  an 
Arm  of  the  Sea,  fifteen  Miles  broad,  into  the  Irijh  Sea. 

In  this  Courfe  the  Severn  wafhes  Llayidois  and  New 
Town  ;  paffeth  by  Welch  Pool ,  where  it  becomes  naviga¬ 
ble,  and  takes  in  the  Tanot,  on  the  Borders  of  Shropjhire. 

Then  it  vifits  Shrewjbury Bridgcnorth ,  and  Worcejlcr. 

Below  which,  it  receives  a  further  Increafe  by  the  Con¬ 
flux  of  the  Temcle ,  and  likewife  of  the  Upper  Avon  at 
Tewkjbury  ;  hence  it  fteers  its  Courfe  to  Glcucejlay  and 
is  again  enlarged  by  the  Junction  of  the  Wye  and  UJk 
near  its  Mouth,  dividing  Monmouthjhire  and  Gloucejlerjhire. 

The  Trent ,  which  rifes  in  the  Moorlands  of  Stafford-  Trent. 
j hire ,  near  Mowcop  Hill,  towards  Chcjhirc ,  and  running 
S.  E.  by  Newcaflle-Under-Line ,  divides  that  County  in 
two  Parts,  and  receives  the  River  Saw  from  Stafford , 
as  alfo  the  Tame  from  the  South,  and  the  Done  from  the 
North  of  that  County  ;  then  it  turns  N.  E.  on  the  con¬ 
fines  of  Derby/hire ,  and  palling  by  Nottingham ,  runs  the 
whole  length  of  that  County  ;  pafles  by  Neivark ,  as  far 
as  Lincoln ,  where  being  joined  by  the- River  Dun ,  they 
form  the  Ifland  of  Axholm ;  at  the  Tail  of  which  Ifland, 
that  is  about  ten  Miles  long,  and  five  in  breadth,  be¬ 
ing  again  united  and  enlarged  by  the  Junction  of  the 
Oufe,  and  feveral  other  Rivers  towards  the  Mouth,  the 
Trent  difembogues,  and  loofes  its  Name  in  the  Humber 
at  Ankeborough. 

The  Humber ,  is  a  River  of  that  Capacity,  as  to  carry  Humber 
the  Appearance  of  an  Arm  of  the  Sea.  This  River  does 
not  claim  any  particular  Spring  for  its  Source ;  but  is  a 
Compound  of  many  Rivers,  which  on  this  Side  of  Eng- 
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land  empty  themfelves  into  this  Channel.  Yprkjhire 
lies  on  its  North  Bank ;  on  the  South  lies  Lincolnfnre. 
From  Yorkjhire  it  receives  the  Hull ,  the  Gufe  (which 
brings  with  it  the  Derwent ,  the  Swale ,  the  Your, 
the  Wharf  \  the  Air,  the  Galder ,  and  the  Dun)  and  the 
Trent,  which  aifo  brings  with  it  the  Derr  wen,  the  Mani¬ 
fold ,  the  Stour e ,  and  many  others.  And  from  Lincoln¬ 
shire  it  receives  the  Ankam,  with  which  the  Dumber  forms 
a  Mouth  of  about  feven  Miles  wide,  and  runs  into  the 
German  Ocean. 

The  Gufes.  There  are  two  Rivers  of  Note  that  bear 
the  N  ame  of  Oufe :  One  that  riles  at  Dane  End,  above 
Button  in  Hertfordjpire ;  which  by  way  of  Diftindtion,  and 
for  its  capacicuinefs,  is  called  the  Great  Oufe.  Entering 
Bedfordjhire ,  it  waihes  the  principal  Town  of  that  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  pa  flies  by  Ely  to  Huntington  ;  above  which  it 
joins  the  Cam  from  Cambridge ;  receives  the  Little  Oufe, 
below  Little  Port,  proceeds  by  Dozvnham,  and  falls  into 
the  German  Ocean  at  Lynn  Regis.  This  is  accounted 
one  of  the  greateft  Rivers  in  England.  The  other  Oufe 
here  mentioned,  is  a  River  that  rifes  in  the  North  of 
Yorkfnre ,  goes  alfo  by  Name  of  Ure  and  Youre ,  in  forne 
Part  of  its  Current;  divides  the  Wefc  from  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkfnre  ;  Waters  the  City  of  York  ;  receives 
the  united  Streams  of  the  JVharfe ,  the  Are,  the  Cauldcr , 
the  Don,  and  the  Derwent,  and  is  itfeif  fwallowed 
up  by  the  Humber. 

Cam.  The  River  Cam  rifes  in  Hertfordjhire,  runs 
N.  E.  through  Cambridge,  and  gives  Name  both  to  that 
Univerfity  and  County,  and  having  joined  the  Oufe  in 
the  Ife  of  Ely,  their  united  Stream  falls  into  the  German 
Ocean,  at  Lynn  in  Norfolk. 

The  Tees  is  a  Boundary  between  the  Counties  of  Dur¬ 
ham,  and  Yorkfnre,  and  takes  its  Courfe  from  Weft  to 
Eaft,  having  its  rife  in  Tweedale,  in  the  Weft  Extremity 
of  the  County  of  Durham  ;  and,  in  its  way  palling  near 
Darlington ,  and  wafhing  Stockton,  falls  into  the  Ger?nan 
Ocean  at  Yarm. 

The  Wear  rifeth  alfo  in  the  Weft  Quarter  of  the 
County  of  Durham,  a  little  above  Stanhope ,  and  gives 
the  Name,  of  Wear  dale,  or  War  dale,  to  the  Dili  rich  in 
which  it  firft  takes  its  Courfe  ;  proceeds  Eaftward  to 
the  City  of  Durham,  where  it  forms  a  Peninfula  with 
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the  greateft  Part  of  that  pretty  City  in  the  Cert'e,  and 
a  Communication  over  three  fine  Stone  Bridges ;  one  of 
which’called  Fammelgate  Bridge,  on  he  North  is  much 
admired  by  Travellers  for  the  vaft  Span  oi  its  Arch,  and 
having  formed  a  Harbour  for  Ships  at  Sunderland,  this 
River  fifembovues  into  the  German  Ocean  at  War  mouth. 

O 

The  Tyne  arifes  in  the  Well  Border  of  Northumberland,  Tyne, 
divid  thac  ounty  from  Durham,  wafties  Hexam,  and, 
withtheAddition  offeveral Rivulets, becomes  afpaciousRi- 
ver,  which walhes  andgivestheDiftincftion  totneTownof 
Newcajlle  upon  Tyne.  Here  it  is  fpanned  by  a  noble  Stone- 
bridge,  and  becomes  navigable  not  only  for  Keels  that  go 
through  Bridge  to  load  C  oals  from  the  Steaths,  but  for 
Ships  of  coni  ieiable  Burthen,  which  carry  Goods  and 
Merchandize  to  that  Port.  From  Newcajlle  the  Tyne 
proceeds  to  South  and  North  Shields,  and,  between 
thofe  two  Towns,  forms  a  convenient  Harbour  for  the 
Ships  in  the  Coal  Trade,  which  draw  too  much  Water 
to  load  higher  up  in  the  River  ;  and  at  a  little  more  than 
a  Mile  below,  it  falls  over  a  Bar  into  the  German  Ocean 
at  Tinmouih :  V  here  it  muft  be  remarked,  that  the  Wear 
and  the  Tyne,  are  the  Rivers,  on  whofe  Banks  are  dug 
thofe  vaft  Quantities  of  Sea  or  Pit  Coal,  which  em¬ 
ploy  the  great  Number  of  Shipping,  that  bring  them 
from  thence  to  London,  and  other  Places  both  at  home, 
and  in  foreign  Parts. 

The  Tweed,  which  has  its  Source  in  Tvjeedale,  a  Tweed. 
County  in  Scotland,  divides  the  South  and  North  Parts 
of  this  Illand  of  Britain,  or  the  two  Kingdoms  of  England 
and  Scotland,  and  a  little  below  Berwick ,  it  falls  into  the 
Germ'‘n  Ocean. 

The  Derwent  or  Darwent  is  a  Name  common  to  two  Derwent, 
Rivers  in.  this  Kingdom.  One  rifes  in  the  Confines  of 
the  County  of  York,  and  running  South  divides  Derby- 
Jhire  in  two  Parts.  It  receives  the  New  River  at  Brom- 
f.ord :  the  Wye  at  the  Diftance  of  five  Miles  lower  j  the 
Ember  at  Dan  field,  Merton  Brook  at  Derby ,  and  is  itfelf 
loft  in  the  Trent.  The  other  is  a  River  which  rifes  on  the 
Eaft  Border  of  Cumberland ,  and  running  thro’  that  Coun¬ 
tv,  paft  Cockermouth ,  becomes  navigable  at  that  Town 
for  Ships  of  large  burden,  and  forms  a  convenient  Har¬ 
bour  on  the  Coaft  of  the  Irijh  Sea,  into  which  the  Der¬ 
went  empties  itfelf. 
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The  Merfey ,  rifing  from  the  Hills  in  the  Weft  riding 
of  Yorkjhire ,  and  taking  its  Courfe  from  the  South  Eaft 
to  the  North-weft,  enters  Chejhire ,  and  dividing  that 
County  from  Lancajhire ,  wafhes  Stockport  and  Warring¬ 
ton ;  below  which  Town,  having  been  enlarged  by  the 
Conflux  oi  the  Boffin,  the  Weaver  and  feveral  Rivulets, 
the  Merfey  forms  a  kind  of  a  Eay,  and  opens  like  an 
Arm  of  the  Sea  for  feveral  Miles,  narrowing  itfelf  again, 
in  its  Courfe  to  Liverpool ,  where  it  falls  into  the  Irijh  Sea. 

The  Dee ,  which  divides  Flintjhire  from  Chejhire ,  rifes 
in  Merionethjhire  in  Wales ,  from  the  Lake  Llyntegid ,  and 
is  called  Fridwy  by  the  Welch  ;  and  taking  a  North-weft 
Courfe,  it  receives  the  River  Alwen ,  and  paffeth  into 
Denbighjhire ,  and  becomes  a  boundary  between  that  and 
Shropjbire ,  admitting  the  River  Keriog ,  another  of  its 
Boundaries  :  then  palling  by  Bangor ,  the  famous  old 
Welch  Monaftery,  the  Dee  enters  Chefoire  at  Shockl'idge ; 
and  walhing  the  Walls  of  the  ancient  City  of  Chejler ,  it 
makes  a  great  Haven,  widening  down  to  the  River’s 
Mouth,  which  runs  into  the  Irijh  Sea  at  Parkgate ,  or 
Dee  Mouth  :  and  has  been, within  a  few  years,  greatly  im¬ 
proved  by  a  Canal  cut,  and  made  navigable  on  the  Welch 
Shore,  for  Ships  of  burden  as  high  as  the  City. 

Avon  is  the  laft  River  of  any  note  to  be  mentioned  ; 
and  it  is  that,  which,  by  way  of  Diftinction  from  others 
of  that  Name,  and  of  lefs  Note,  is  called  the  Lower 
Avon  ;  and  runs  Weft  from  the  Eaft  extremity  oiWilt- 
Jhire ,  taking  in  its  way  Chippenham  and  Bradford ,  and 
receiving  feveral  Rivulets.  From  thence  proceeding  to 
Bath ,  the  Avon  *  divides  Somerfetfnire  from  Gloucefjerjhire , 
continues  its  Courfe  to  Brijlol ,  forms  a  fecure  Haven 
for  that  Port,  and  falls  into  the  Mouth  of  the  Severn ,  a 
little  below  that  City. 

By  this  Defcription  of  the  principal  Rivers,  it  is  eafy 
to  form  a  proper  Judgment  of  their  Utility ;  which,  at 
fuch  fhort  ftated  Diftances,  beftdes  '•any  other  lefs  con- 
ftderable  Rivers,  that  are  navigable  at  t’„eir  Mouths,  fur- 
nifh  the  Convenience  of  Water-carriage,  and  thereby 
contribute  to  domeftic  Trade,  and  that  happy  Inter- 
courfe  between  all  Parts  of  the  Bland,  which  communi¬ 
cates  it  Bleftings  from  Town  to  Town,  County  to 
County,  opens  Trade  and  Navigation  with  the  whole 
World,  in  fuch  an  extenftve  and  beneficial  Manner,  that 
no  Pen  can  delineate,  no  Words  can  exprefs  the  Advan¬ 
tages 
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tages  our  manufacturing  Towns,  in  every  Part  of  this 
Kingdom,  have  found  from  the  Rivers  and  Rivulets 
made  navigable  within  this  Century  ;  much  lefs  be  able 
to  compute  the  B.iches,  which  continually  arrive  in  tiiole 
Rivers  from  diftant  Parts  of  the  World.  And  thefe 
Ports  a're  not  only  thronged  with  Shipping,  but  are  re¬ 
markably  fecure  againft  Storms  and  Tempefts.* 

But  this  is  not  the  only  thing  to  be  conhdered,  as  we 
have  Ihewn  the  Produce  of  the  Land,  it  will  be  proper 
alfo  to  fhew  the  Produce  of  the  Waters,  within  and  about 
this  Kingdom. 

Our  Rivers  are  well  Pocked  with  Salmon,  Perch,  Fifhery. 
Tench,  Carp,  Trouts,  Pike  or  jack,  Eels,  Smelts, 
Mullet,  Gudgeons,  Roach,  Dace,  Place,  Flounders, 
and  a  variety  of  other  Fifh,  that  are  merely  local,  and 
delicious  in  their  Kind,  amongft  which  we  may  reckon 
the  Charr  a  native  of  Wejlmor  eland.  But  thefe  are 

only  providential  fupplies  for  inland  Markets.  The 
Mouths  of  thofe  Rivers,  and  the  connecting  Waters  on 
the  Coafts  of  this  Kingdom,  are  ftored  with  Cod, 

Ling,  Haddock,  Turbot,  Soals,  John  Dorees,  Mackarel, 
Whitings,  Hollybut,  Skate,  Thornback,  Maids,  Dabs, 
Herrings,  Pilchards,  Oyfters,  Loblrers,  Scollops,  Crabs, 
Prawns,  Shrimps,  Mulcles,  and  other  Shell  -Fifh ; 
which  conhdered  either  for  the  variety  or  quantity,  that 
can  be  taken  on  the  Englijh  Coalt,  will  make  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  determine  whether  the  Englifh  are  better  flocked 
by  Land  or  by  Water,  with  provifions  for  Nourifhment 
or  for  Luxury  ?  whether  their  Land  is  more  improveable 
than  their  Water  ?  and  whether  they  are  not  capable  of 
finding  as  much  Treafure  and  Riches  in  the  right 
management  of  their  Fifheries,  as  in  the  Tiilao-e  of  the 
Earth,  and  their  Manufactures  l  The  eagernefs  with 
which  thefe  Fifh  are  fought  after,  and  the  Price  fome  of 
them  feten  amongft  the  Rich  and  the  Epicures  ;  the  va¬ 
riety  and  inexhauftible  produce  of  Fifh,  without  the  con¬ 
tinual  induftry,  fkill  and  hazard  v/e  find  in  the  Culti¬ 
vation  of  Land,  and  the  profits,  that  have  been  and  are 
made,  and  might  be  improved  in  alrnoft  every  Branch 
and  Specie  of  the  Englijh  Fiihery,  leaves  no  doubt  to  con¬ 
clude  that  the  Fifheries  of  this  Nation  are  an  inexhaufti- 
ble  Treafure;  that  they  are  deferving  of  our  attention 

*  There  are  feveral  Lake?  in  England,  and  many  artificial  Canals, 
for  the  improvement  of  Midland  Navigation  now  in  execution  by  Au¬ 
thority  of  Parliament :  but  thefe  fliall  be  mentioned  in  their  proper 
Places,  in  furveying  the  Counties. 
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as  much-  as  any  Improvement  by  Land,  and  that  they 
will  amply  pay  the  Expence  and  Labour,  by  which  they 
are  carried  on,  as  may  particularly  be  exemplied  in  the 
two  articles  of  Herrings  and  Pilchards  only,  with  the 
latter  of  which  we  carry  on  a  very  advantageous  T rade 
from  the  Weft  of  England  to  the  Straits  and  Mediterra¬ 
nean  ;  and  the  former,  if  it  was  duly  preferved  and 
carried  on,  with  a  total  Exclufion  of  the  Dutch  from 
ftfhing  on  our  Ccaft,  would  be  the  beft  Nurfery  for  Sea¬ 
men  ;  a  full  employment  for  the  Poor,  and  to  the  pre- 
fent  confiderabie  profits,  add  an  increafe  of  ten  M  iiiion 
fterling  annually,  which  now  the  Dutch  are  fufferef  to 
draw  out  of,  and  from,  our  Cordis  by  the  Herring  Fiihery 
only.  And  the  preference  given  in  all  Markets  abroad, 
as  well  as  at  home  to  our  Cod  and  Ling,  when  properly 
cured,  points  cutaway  to  ebftabiiih  a  mere  advantageous 
Trade  in  thofe  articles,  whole  fund  is  as  inexhai  ft  Pole, 
as  that  of  Herrings  ;  an  Opinion  not  taken  up  of  late 
years,  but  what  the  beft  Writers  on  t.  State  or  the  En- 
gl'tjh  Nation  have  conftantly  animadverted  “  Th  -  lea, 
“  fays  Pujfendorjf,  in  his  Introdudli  a  to  the  Ff  uy  of 
“  the  principal  Kingdoms  and' States  of  is  very 

“  profitable  to  the  Englijh ,  fince  it  produceth  a  great 
“  Quantity  of  Filh,  which  are  daily  catched  bp  die  In- 
“  habitants  ;  though  by  the  negligence  and  lazinefs  of 
“  the  ancient  Englijh ,  who  did  not  apply  themfelves  ' 
cc  duftrioufly  to  billing,  they  have  loft  a  great  Parc  of 
<c  that  advantage":  But  the  Netherlander:  have,  from  an- 
“  cient  times,  made  ufe  of  this  advantage,  and  get  vaft 
“  Riches  by  the  Fifiheries  of  Herring  and  Cod.”  But, 
if  we  hearken  to  Roger  Coke's,  Treatife  on  the  Navigation 
of  England,  he  tell  ,  us,  in  the  Preface  to  the  fourth 
part,  “  That  the  Englijh  being  epprefted  in  the  fijhing 
“  Trade ,  by  reafon  of  paying  fuch  great  Duties,  as  were 
“  impofed  by  i  Eliz.  ch.  13,  upon  Goods  imported  for 
“  Fifth  vended  in  foreign  Trade  above  the  Dutch :  And 
“  towards  the  latter  end  of  her  Reign,  the  people  upon 
“  the  Coaft  expecting  to  reap  a  greater  Benefit  by  the 
tc  NcvjcaJlle  Trade,  deferted  the  Fifhing-trade  in  foreign 
“  Parts  for  white  Herrings,  1  ing  and  Cod,  which  being 
te  prefently  pofleffed  by  the  Dutch,  they  thereby  fo  much 
“  increafed  their  Mariners  and  Navigation,  as  the  En- 
e‘  glijh  became  loofers  in  both.”  And  by  the  Preamble 
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to  an  Act.  15  Cb.  II.  for  regulating  the  Herring  and 
other  Fifneries,  it  plainly  appears,  that  whatever  efforts 
the  Government  had  made  to  maintain  the  Right  of  the 
Englijh  to,  and  to  exclude  the  Dutch  from  the  Herring 
Fifhery,  the  Englijh  concerned  in  that  moft  lucrative 
Trade,  had  by  their  bad  Management  and  bafe  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  falting,  drying,  and  parting  their  Goods, 
brought  the  Englijh  Herrings  into  difreputation,  and 
thereby  given  their  rivals  in  Trade,  a  molt  effectual  ad¬ 
vantage  to  ruin  them  in  foreign  Markets.  Which  I  men¬ 
tion  by  way  of  caution  to  fuch  as  at  prefent  intend  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  Herring,  &c.  Fifhery. 

The  Wifdom  of  this  Nation  in  Parliament  has  often  Laws  re!a- 
endeavoured  to  eftablifn  and  provide  for  the  Fijhery,  by  tinS  t0  It’ 
many  good  Laws  for  encouraging  and  regulating  Under¬ 
takers  or  the  Parties  concerned  therein,  fo  as  to  render  it 
advantageous  to  the  Nation,  and  to  continue  it  upon  a 
good  Foundation.  Our  Statute  Books  are  full  of  thofe 
Laws  in  the  Reigns  of  feveral  of  our  Princes,  and  many 
Proclamations  and  Charters  have  been  ilTued  and  granted 
for  thofe  Purpofes.  Some  of  our  Princes  have  afferted  and 
challenged  their  fingular  intereft  in,  and  their  foie  Right 
and  Title  unto  the  Fifhery  of  the  Britijl)  and  Irijh  Seas, 
being  convinced  that  therein  they  fhould  find  a  rich 
golden  Mine.  Amongft  the  many  Expedients  to  encou¬ 
rage  Men  of  Fortune  to  undertake  the  working  of  this 
Mine  on  the  Coafts  of  this  Ifland,  a  Charter  was  granted 
to  William  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Company,  wherein  and 
whereby  King  Charles  I.  ordained  Lent  fhould  be  obferv- 
ed  by  his  Subjedfs  ;  prohibited  the  Importation  of  foreign 
Fifh,  and  engaged  to  cake  his  Naval  Supplies  from  the 
then  Adventurers  in  the  Fifhing  Trade.  The  Republick 
in  1654,  when  Sir  Phineas  Andrews,  and  Company,  re¬ 
vived  that  Undertaking,  were  fo  well  convinced  of  the 
Advantages  to  be  derived  from  it,  that  the  Salt  ufed  in 
the  Fifhing  Trade,  and  neceffaries  of  Cordage  and  other 
Naval  Stores,  were  exempted  from  Cuftoms  and  Excife  ; 
and  Colledlions  were  granted  and  made  in  London ,  and 
other  places,  for  building  of  Docks,  Wharfs,  Storehoufes^ 
and  renting  of  Ground  for  making,  tanning,  drying  and 
mending  Nets.  In  the  Year  1660,  Simon  Smith ,  Efq; 
obtained  an  additional  Privilege,  That  all  Commodities 
imported  and  returned  for  the  Produce  ofFifh,  fhould  pafs 
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Cuftom  free.  And  we  find  in  the  next  Year  13  Car.  IL 
his  Majefty  conftituted  a  Company  by  the  Stile  and  Ti¬ 
tle  of  the  Royal  F finery  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ,  and 
youchfafed  to  become  Protector  of  it ;  with  great  Immu¬ 
nities  and  Privileges;  amongft  which  the  Ffihermen  em¬ 
ployed  under  that  Charter  were  exempt  from  arrefts, 
and  being  impreffed  for  his  Majefty’s  Service  :  To  raife 
Money  by  Lottery,  and  free  Collections  in  Churches  ; 
and  from  all  V  ictuailers,  Inns,  Alehoufes, Taverns,  Coffee- 
houfes,  and  the  like,  were  enjoined  to  take  one,  two, 
three,  or  four  Barrels  of  Herrings  yearly,  at  the  Price  of 
thirty  Shillings  per  Barrel,  until  foreign  Vent  fhould  be 
obtained  to  Perfection.  And  it  was  further  granted  and 
declared,  That  all  other  Privileges  and  immunities 
fhould  be  granted  unto  the  faid  Company,  in  future,  as 
Experience  fhould  difeover,  for  the  better  carrying  on 
of  that  Bufinefs  of  the.  Royal  Fiihery,  &c.  A  Company 
confuting  of  'James  Duke  of  York,  the  filing’s  Brother, 
Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon ,  and  other  Perfons  of  great 
Worth  and  Diftindtion,  with  the  King;  for  their  Protec- 
tor,  and  inFoffeiiion  of  fitch  Privileges  and  Immunities, 
was  thought  capable  of  carrying  the  Undertaking  of  the 
Briiijh  Fifhery  to  its  utrnoft  Extent  in  favour  of  their 
Country.  But  they  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Hifto- 
ry  of  tliofe  Times,  the  Oppoiition  which  the  Earl  of 
Clarendon  met  with  at  Court,  and  the  Game  the  Duke 
of  York  was  playing,  to  fecure  the  Succefiion  of  the 
Crown  to  himielf,  will  eafily  fee  that  the  leading  Men 
in  this  Undertak  ng  bad  other  Fijh  to  fry.  By  which 
means  the  Undertaking  was  continually  fuffering  and 
neglected,  for  two  and  twenty  Years  ;  when  Sir  Edward 
Abney ,  Knight,  by  a  particular  Agreement  with  the  old 
Members,  introduced  a  Set  of  new  Undertakers,  and 
forwarded  a  Subfcripticn  of  60,00c /.  and  upwards,  for 
the  Support  of  the  Herring  Fiihery.  But  King  Charles  the 
Second’s  Death,  and  theTroubles  of  the  preceding  Reign, 
became  another  Check  to  their  Undertaking,  of  which 
the  Parliament  13  and  14  Car.  II.  c.  28.  declared  that 
the  public  Honour,  Wealth,  and  Safety  of  this  Realm, 
as  well  in  the  Maintenance  of  Trade  and  Support  of 
Navigation,  as  in  many  other  Refpedls,  doth,  in  a  high 
D  egree,  depend  upon  the  Improvement  of  the  Fiihery. 
Several  Attempts  were  renewed  to  carry  this  grand  De- 
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fign  into  effectual  Execution  during  the  fucceeding 
Reigns,  and  at  prefent  it  refts  upon  the  Powers  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament  paffed  in  the  Year  1749.  By  which  there 
is  a  Company  incorporated  and  invefted  with  great  Pri¬ 
vileges  by  the  Name  of  the  Free  Britijh  Fijhery ,  fo  called, 
becaufe  they  are  not  veiled  with  any  exclufive  Power  of 
Trade.  But  this  promifing  Attempt,  though  at  firft 
fupported  with  great  Spirit  by  the  Society,  is  funk  by 
the  fame  Fatality,  that  has  ever  attended  the  Englijh 
undertaking,  this  fo  natural  and  profitable  Employment; 
by  which  the  Dutch  for  many  Years  have  acquired  great 
Fortunes,  and  at  one  Time  fupported  their  declining 
States. 

So  that  there  remains  no  more  upon  this  Subjedf, 
than  to  wilh  well  to  the  Filhery  ;  to  exhort  thole  who 
have  undertaken  it  to  perfevere  ;  to  pray  for  their  Suc- 
cefs  on  a  national  Principle  of  public  Advantage,  and 
to  point  out  the  various  Seafons  for  this  Work. 

The  Summer  Filhing  for  Plerrings  begins  about  Mid-  Seafon  for 
fummer ,  and  continues  to  the  middle  of  Augujl.  Herrings. 

,  The  Winter  Filhing  for  Herrings  is  from  September  to 
the  middle  of  November ,  or  fomewhat  later.  And  the 
Situation  of  this  Filhery  extends  from  Boughnefs  in  Scot¬ 
land  to  the  very  Mouth  of  the  River  Thames. 

The  filhing  for  Cod  and  Ling  is  more  general  and  ex-  p0_  £0(j 
tenfive.  This  is  done  upon  the  North-eaft  Coaft  of  and  Ling. 
England  from  Eajler  to  Midfummer :  on  the  North  and 
North-eaft  Coaft  of  Ireland  from  Michaelmas  to  Chrift- 
mas  :  About  Padjlow ,  and  in  the  Severn ,  from  Chrijlmas  to 
Midlent :  And  about  White  Haven  to  the  Coaft  of  Lan- 
cajlnre  from  Eajler  to  Whitfuntide  :  And  the  filhing  for 
great  Staple  Ling,  and  many  other  Sorts  of  Filh,  all  the 
Year  long. 

England  is  not  only  remarkable  for  the  Variety  of  Mineral 
Minerals  dug  out  of  the  Earth,  but  for  many  and  ex-  Waters, 
traordinary  Mineral  Waters  ;  particularly  at  Bath  and 
Brijlol ;  at  Scarborough  ;  Buxton ,  Colham ,  Harrowgate , 
Tunbridge ,  Epfom ,  A  ft  on,  Northhill,  Barnet ,  Hamp- 
Jlcad ,  IJlington ,  Bagniggc ,  Pancrafs ,  Dog  and  Duck 
in  St.  George's  Fields ,  in  Surry ,  and  at  Dulwich ,  Syden¬ 
ham ,  &c.  of  which  more  particularly,  when  we  come  to 
treat  of  the  Counties  and  places  in  which  each  is 
fituated. 


Of 
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Of  Populat i on,  Labour,  Carriage, 
and  Roads. 

IN  this  Survey  of  the  Land,  there  is  no  Wonder  that 
fo  amiable  an  Appearance  either  excites  a  ftrong  Af- 
fedtion  in  the  Natives,  or  has  Charms  fufficient  to  in¬ 
vite  over  Strangers,  or  to  prevail  on  thole  that  come 
here,  to  continue  and  incorporate  with  us. 

Population  ggfrg  ftrongeft  teftimony  in  favour  of  any  Country 
caufethere-  is  the  increafe  of  its  Inhabitants,  which,  for  two  Centu- 
o f.  ries  paft,  has  been  prodigious  in  England ,  and  is  to-be 

attributed  to  the  inviting  Profpect  of  our  Country,  the 
Advantages  of  Trade,  and  to  the  fuperior  excellencies 
of  our  civil  Cohftitution.  For,  by  this  Conftitution, 
the  pooreft  Subjcdf  is  intitled  to  the  fame  Freedom  and 
Protection  of  the  Law,  as  the  richeft  and  moft  noble ; 
and  every  Man  in  his  religious  fituation  is  allowed  to 
worfhip  God  in  his  own  Way,  without  Perfecution  or 
Interruption.  His  Property  is  alfo  fecure;  a  Stranger 
here  may  employ  his  Money  in  what  manner  he  pleaies, 
and  when  either  by  induftry  or  frugality  he  has  aug¬ 
mented  his  fortune,  he  may  do  with  it,  what  he  thinks 
fit,  while  he  lives,  and  leave  it  to  whom  he  thinks  fit, 
when  he  dies. 

In  moft  Trades  the  Matters  in  our  great  Cities  give 
confiderable  Wages,  and  Artifts  are  as  much  encouraged 
by  them,  as  in  any  Part  of  Europe  ;  there  are  fo  many 
ways  of  getting  Bread  in  this  Ifland,  ana  it  may  be  eai.en, 
when  got,  with  fo  much  plcafure  and  fatisfacrion,  that  ii_ 
is  no  wonder,  moft  people  return  from  abroad,  when 
they  have  completed  the  Bufmefs  they  went  for,  irom 
their  native  Country,  or  tnat  Strangers  refort  hither 
continually  in  fuch  crouds,  England  being  Hefted  with 
every  Quality  required  to  render  a  Nation  populous. 
For  all  external  obftacles  to  tne  increafe  or  1  ecp-Ie, 
though  they  may  appear  in  many  dirreicnt  fhapes,  and 
arife  immediately  from  a  great  variety  01  Cuftoms 
and  Inftitutions,  mutt  center,  at  jengtn,  in  tnis  one 
fundamental  Obftruccion,  i  he  great  aimculties  Men 
experience  in  procuring  fupport  for  tnemfelves,  ana  their 
families.  Which  fupport  is  always  procured  from  a 

multitude 
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multitude  of  Commodities,  with  which  England  does 
abound. 

But  in  order  to  form  a  true  judgment  of  the  great  ad¬ 
vantages  that  arife  from  a  multitude  of  Commodities,  we 
are  firft  to  confider  with  what  Labour  they  are  attained, 
and  how  this  contributes  to  the  Subsidence  of  incredible 
numbers  of  different  ranks  and  degrees.  We  are  to  con¬ 
fider  what  prodigious  fwarms  of  people  are  maintained 
by  Tillage,  from  the  Land  Owner  or  Poffeffor  of  the  Soil, 
down  to  the  Boys  that  hold  the  Plough,  and  the  Wo¬ 
men  that  glean  in  the  Harveft.  If  we  turn  our  thoughts 
to  the  Culture  of  Saffron  in  Effex ,  &c.  we  {hall  find  that 
it  gives  bread  to  the  inhabitants  of  feveral  confiderable 
Villages,  and  of  fome  Towns.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of 
Hemp  and  Flax,  before  confidered  in  the  light  of  Manu¬ 
factures,  but  only  as  Commodities  ;  for  they  pafs  thro’ 
a  great  variety  of  hands  in  their  Cultivation  and  Dreffing 
before  they  come  to  Market,  as  unwrought  Commodi¬ 
ties.  We  may  carry  our  notions  much  higher,  if  we 
confider  Hops  in  the  fame  light ;  the  planting,  hoeing, 
weeding,  polling,  picking  and  drying  of  Hops,  employ  a 
multitude  of  hands,  and  conftitute  the  chief  Part  of  the 
riches  of  different  and  diftant  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

With  refpect  to  Stone ,  Lime ,  Clay ,  Chalk ,  and  other 
things  dug  out  of  the  Earth,  they  furnifh  a  diftufive 
fubfiftence  in  every  part  of  the  Nation  to  great  numbers; 
yet  all  thefe  are  but  few,  compared  to  thofe  that  get 
their  bread  in  the  Coal-mines ,  or  are  employed  in  Salt, 
Copperas ,  Alum ,  and  other  works  of  that  nature.  And, 
perhaps,  all  thefe  taken  together,  yield  in  number  to 
thofe  who  are  fubfifted  by  Minerals  and  Metals,  and 
make  up  a  vaft  body  of  robuft,  active,  and  flout 
people. 

We  may  from  here  difcern  how  Englandhas  increafed  Ad^an- 
in  People  and  Wealth,  and  that  the  Labour,  necelfary  of 
to  the  procuring  of  Commodities,  is  in  itfelf  an  advan-  kabcnn. 
tage  to  a  Country  ;  as  it  furnilhes  employment  for  the 
Poor,  creates  a  necelfary  intercourfe  between  a  vaft  varie¬ 
ty  of  Artificers,  occasions  the  erecting  a  multitude  of 
Villages  and  fome  large  Towns,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  renders  the  Proprietors  of  the  Soil,  from  whence  the 
advantages  are  raifed,  rich  in  property,  and  confiderable 
in  their  influence. 


But 
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But  it  is  not  only  the  advantage  we  receive  from  the 
natural  produce  of  the  earth,  there  are  other  benefits  of 
great  confideration  arifing  from  Carriage,  and  from  the 
Carriage  of  thofe  very  Commodities  fent  to  market,  which 
are  ftill  greater  and'  more  confiderable,  than  thofe  that 
have  been  already  mentioned,  as  could  be  exemplified 
in  moft  inftances,  thouo-h  we  {hall  confine  ourfelves 
to  thefe  following  :  I .  In  the  Carriage  of  Corn  to  mar¬ 
ket,  there  are  generally  fpeaking,  four  forts  of  people 
concerned,  viz.  Corn-faVors ,  Meal-men ,  Maltfters  and 
Carriers.  The  Corn-favors  travel  over  the  whole  Ifiand, 
to  make  the  heft  bargain  they  can  with  the  Farmers,  and 
having  their  Correfpondence  in  moft  parts  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  take  the  meafures  for  conveying  the  Corn,  they 
purchafe  to  the  place  of  its  deftination,  fometimes  by  land, 
and  fometimes  by  water-carriage.  The  Meahnen  are 
thefe  who  fend  up  Meal  in  barges  to  London ,  from  all  the 
Countries  bordering  on  the  Thames ,  or  any  navigable 
River  running  into  the  Thames ,  and  by  Sea  from  about 
Chichejler ,  Arundel ,  and  the  coafts  of  Suffix  and  LLamp- 
JJLire ,  to  be  fold  by  Fadlors  at  'ueenhithe ,  Mark-lane  and 
other  Markets.  By  which  means  the  Millers  in  thofe 
parts,  grow  up  to  be  perfons  of  figure  and  property  ;  and 
there  are  Mills  upon  fome  large  Rivers  near  the  Metro¬ 
polis,  let  at  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  a  Year. 
Maltfters,  ftrictly  fpeaking,  are  Manufacturers  ;  but 
here  let  us  confider  them  merely  as  Purchafers  of  Bar¬ 
ley,  a  Commodity  for  which  there  are  a  variety  of  Mar¬ 
kets  at  Kingjlon ,  Chcrtfey ,  Farnham ,  TVindfor ,  JVickham , 
Reading ,  iVallingford ,  Abington ,  where  formerly  were 
feen  five  hundred"  Waggons  of  Barley  in  the  Market  on  a 
Day  ;  but  as  this  Trade  has  increafed  by  the  Confump- 
tion  made  of  Malt  in  the  Diftiilery,  the  Markets  have 
fallen  off;  which  is  owing  to  the  method  of  dealing  by 
Samples  ;  fo  that  initead  of  fending  his  vVaggons,  the 
farmer  carries  only  a  handful  of  Corn  in  a  Money-bag  ; 
and  whereas  he  formerly  dealt  only  lor  the  Quantify  that 
crane  to  Market,  he  now  deals  for  his  whole  Stock  at 
once.  Which  is  a  practice  againft  theLaws  for  pieveming 
Jngroffins,  Regrating  and  Fore-flailing  the  Markets  ; 
and  prejudicial  to  the  Public,  as  it  is  injurious  to  Market 
Towns";  hinders  that  conccurfe  of  People  end  Horfes, 
which  a  Market  naturally  draws;  and  is  attended  with 

other 
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other  ill  confequence<=.  As  to  the  Carriers,  their  very 
name  fbews  their  Occupation  :  their  number  is  great  both 
by  Land  and  Water;  and  their  Method  of  fubiiftence  is 
highly  beneficial  to  Society. 

2.  The  Carriage  of  Coal  is  ftill  more  confiderable.  Of  Coals, 
Coals  at  the  Pit  are  commonly  bought  from  feven  to  eight 
Shillings  per  Chaldron;  but,  by  the  time  they  come  to  the 
Confumer,  they  frequently  coft  fixtimesasmuchandmore  ; 
which  is  almoft  entirely  owing  to  carriage.  The Newcajlle 
Coals  are  brought  in  Waggons  upon  ways  made  on 
purpofe,  that  run  in  a  wooden  Frame,  to  a  place  upon 
the  Wharf,  called  a  Steath ;  and  from  thence  fhot  thro’ 
a  hole  "into  the  Keels  or  Lighters  :  from  the  Keels 
they  are  thrown  by  Hand  into  Ships  ;  from  the  Ships 
they  are  delivered  by  Coalheavers  under  the  infpedfion  of 
Coal-  meters  into  Lighters  at  London  :  conveyed  in  Barges' 
to  all  the  Towns  up  the  Thames  ;  and  from  thence  to  the 
inland  places,  they  are  carried  inWaggons  or  Carts.  And 
in  thefe  Towns  and  Places,  the  common  price  of  a  Chal¬ 
dron  of  Coals  is  fifty  Shillings  or  three  Pounds.  There¬ 
fore  it  is  evident  that  multitudes  are  maintained  by  Car¬ 
riage  ;  and  confequently  that  it  is  of  vaft  ufe  to  Society. 

To  confider  Carriage  in  another  view:  by  Water-  WateiCar- 
Carriage ,  Boat  Builders,  Bargemen,  Watermen,  Porters  r‘3fe’  !ts 
and  other  people  are  maintained;  and  numbers  of  Vil- geJanta" 
lages  are  built  on  the  fides  of  Rivers  for  their  convenien- 
cy,  which  by  degrees  improve  into  Towns.  And  if 
we  infpeft  the  Land-  Carriage,  we  {hall  find  great  numbers  Land  Car 
of  Cart-wrights,  Waggon-wrights,  Wheel- wrights,  riage*  its' 
•Smiths,  Collar-makers,  &c.  fupported.  A  Breed  ofAcWanta- 
Korfes,  which  are  fet  at  an  extraordinary  value,  is  produced  §es’ 
by  this  manner  of  Conveyance;  and  to  the  fame  Caufe 
we  owe  our  fine  T urnpike  R.oads,  made  and  maintained 
at  a  great  Expence,  and  employing  many  thoufands  in 
their  Repairs  ;  and  the  number  of  Inns  andVillages,  where 
thefe  Carriages  bait;  and  Market-towns,  that  form  their 
refpedtive  ftations  in  long  Journies  :  in  which  are  con- 
ftantly  employed  a  number  of  Coaches,  Poft-chaifes, 
Waggons,  Pack-horfes,  Ac.  the  whole  Year  round.  Com¬ 
pute  the  value  of  thefe  Carriages  and  Cattle  ;  the  wear 
and  tare  of  the  one,  and  the  lofies  that  neceffarily  attend 
the  other;  the  number  of  perfons  belonging  to  them; 
the  PafLngers  that  go  with  them,  exclufive  of  goods ;  and 
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their  Expences  on  the  road ;  and  we  fhall  foon  have 
an  idea  of  the  prodigious  advantages,  that  arife  from  , 
the  internal  or  domeftic  Trade  of  this  Kingdom  :  though 
arter  all,  this  is  far  from  being  confiderabie,  'when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Profits  of  our  foreign  Commerce  :  but 
they  mutually  affift  and  promote  each  other. 

Roads.  Here  we  inuft  add  a  few  words  concerning  the  great 

Roads  of  this  Kingdom,  in  which  we  excel  not  only  all 
other  Nations  in  this  age,  but  the  Defcription  of  the  Roman 
Highways,  in  number, extent,  and  beauty.  Water-carriage, 
tho’  ferving  to  many  good  purpofes,  cannot  poffibly  be 
brought  to  anfwer  all  the  removals  of  Manufactures,  Corn, 
and  Merchandize,  travelling,  communication  and  neceffary 
means  to  carry  on  Trade,  and  to  cultivate  the  Land.  There 
mull  be  Roads  and  good  Roads  to  improve  the  Land,  and 
to  expedite  Correfpondence  and  Commerce.  The  increafe 
of  Trade,  and  the  difficulties  the  Hufbandman  laid  under 
to  carry  his  Stock  to  Market,  and  to  bring  back  Manure  : 
the  dangers  that  threatened  Carriages,  and  the  obftruClions, 
and  great  expence  that  Goods  met,  and  were  loaded  with 
in  the  way  from  their  Growth  and  Manufacture,  to  their 
places  of  deftination,  put  our  Fathers  to  work  to  eredt 
T urnpikes  and  mend  the  Roads,  to  facilitate  Land-Carri¬ 
age  throughout  the  Kingdom  ;  and  when  that  was  com¬ 
pletely  affeCfed,  the  wifdom  of  the  Leghlature  has  pre- 
l'cribed  fuch  Regulations  for  heavy  Carts  and  Waggons, 
as  to  make  the  very  Wheels  themfelves  Rollers  to  preferve 
and  to  confolidate  the  Roads,  in  moft  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 


O/Trade  and  Manufactures. 


Imports. 


From  tlie 
Planta¬ 
tions 


TLROM  this  account  of  the  Natural  State  of  England^  we 
JL  may  be  convinced  that  it  prcduceth  every  Neceffary 
and  Convenience  of  Life  ;  but  befides  thefe,  we  have  in¬ 
finite  Quantities  of  other  Commodities,  that  make  a  part 
of  our  natural  Riches  imported  from  our  Plantations  and 
foreign  Countries. 

From  our  Plantations  we  have  Sugars,  Rum,  Mo- 
iaffes,  Indico,  Tobacco,  Pimento,  Ginger,  Cocoa,  and 
various  Sorts  of  Drugs;  Rice,  Cotton,  Peltry,  or  Furs; 
Pitch,  Tar,  Rofin,  or  Turpentine,  Whale-fins,  Train- 
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oil,  Fuftick,  Logwood,  Walnut-tree  Plank,  Mahoga¬ 
ny,  Cedar,  &c.  To  enumerate  the  number  and  variety  of 
Commodities  imported  from  foreign  Nations  would  be  From  fo- 
endlefs  :  it  may  Ire  fufficient  to  fay,  that  there  is  nothing  reign  Na- 
feems  fo  much  to  our  advantage  in  Commerce,  as  the  ma-  tlons- 
nufaCturing  of  Commodities  of  foreign  Growth,  becaufe 
we,  generally  fpeaking,  purchafe  them  either  with  Goods 
of  our  own  that  are  incapable  of  being  manufactured,  fuch 
as  Corn,  Salt,  Coals,  &c.  or  with  our  own  Manufactures, 
that  exceed  in  our  home  Confumption:  the  difpofalofwhich 
is,  therefore,  fo  much  clear  gains  to  the  Nation,  and  the 
bartering  them  for  Commodities,  is  infinitelv  more  bene- 
facial,  than  if  we  brought  home  the  Produce  in  Gold  and 
Silver  ;  becaufe,  notwithftanding  thefe  are  intrinfic  Riches, 
and  the  acquiring  of  them  the  ultimate  view  of  all  Induftry 
and  Commerce  :  yet  the  obtaining  of  them  in  this  fhort 
manner,  would  add  nothing  to  the  Stock  of  the  Nation,  in 
comparifon  of  what  is  added  to  it  by  our  taking  off  raw 
Commodities,  working  up  thefe,  and  thereby  employing  a 
Vaft  number  of  hands.  After  which  a  very  large  proportion 
of  thefe  Manufactures  are  again  exported,  many  of  them 
perhaps  to  the  fame  Countries,  out  of  which  the  raw  Com¬ 
modities  they  are  made  of,  were  originally  brought. 

The  raw  Silks  imported  from  the  Levant,  the  Eajl  Indies ,  of  Raw 
and  Italy ,  are  purchafed  by  barter  with  the  Manufactures  Silk, 
of  England ;  when  brought  hither  they  are  dyed,  fpun, 
thrown,  and  then  wove  into  Velvets,  Satins,  and  into 
brqad  and  narrow,  plain  and  flowered  Silks,  Ribbons, 
Galloons,  Fringes,  &c.  and  fo  become  EngHJh  Manu¬ 
factures.  The  like  may  be  faid  of  Cotton,  Cotton-yarn, 

Hair,  &c.  manufactured  into  Cottons,  Fuftians,  Dimities 
and  divers  forts  of  Manchejler  W ares.  And  time  would  fail 
to  relate  the  various  Manufactures  employed  by  Kid-fkins, 
Elephants  Teeth,  Tin-plate,  Clapboard,  Wainfcot,  Pipe- 
Staves,  Hoops,  Hemp,  Iron,  Copper,  Beaver,  Spanifi ? 

Wool,  Oil,  Dye  Stuffs,  Sulphur,  Salt-petre,  See.  By 
which  Sample  it  will  appear,  that  we  are  more  enriched 
by  bringing  home  Commodities,  than  we  fhould  be  by 
having  our  returns  in  Gold  and  Silver. 

But  the  value  of  Manufactures  will  appear  more  confpi-  Manuf'w. 
cuous,  by  comparing  the  Commodities  to  be  manufactured  tuies  of 
with  all  the  Confequences  that  attend  them  in  point  of  Bnck‘ 
Labour  and  Carriage.  It  is  this,  which  fliewsthe  fuperio- 

H  2  rity 


100 


Paper. 


Horn. 


THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 

rity  of  Art  over  Nature;  or  rather  the  amazing  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  former  on  the  latter.  And  there  is  hardly 
any  thing  of  fo  little  value  in  the  world,  which  the  induf- 
try  of  the  Englijh ,  under  the  direction  of  Art,  cannot  raife 
into  price.  Nothing  is  more  contemptible  in  nature 
than  Kennel-dirt  in  our  Streets  ;  yet  this  very  dirt,  under 
the  name  of  Spanijh ,  is  prepared  into  a  neceffary  Material 
in  the  making 'of  Bricks,  whereby  the  Kennel-dirt  removed 
by  the  Scavenger  as  a  nuifance,  comes  back  to  the  very 
fame  place  as  an  ornament,  and  lays  the  foundation  of  a 
Palace,  fome  Years  after,  in  the  Streets,  out  of  which  it 
was  raked  and  fwept  with  contempt. 

What  is  there  fo  negledled  or  defpifed  as  Rags,  unlefs 
it  be  the  poor  Wretches  who  are  employed  in  picking 
them  up  ?  And  yet  even  thefe  get  fubtiftence,  and  a  live- 
hood  by  that  Employment.  Thefe  Rags  when  picked, 
forted  and  laid  together,  are  preferved  in  Warehoufes,  that 
pay  a  confiderable  rent ;  and  they  are  conveyed  to  diftant 
parts  by  Land  or  Water  at  a  much  greater  expence,  part 
to  manure  the  Land,  and  part  to  be  made  into  Paper  of 
different  Sorts.  By  which  means  Rags  of  the  fame  Qua¬ 
lity,  which  within  this  Century  fold  at  three  Pounds  per 
Ton,  are  now  worth  ten  Pounds  per  Ton  :  of  which  it 
is  computed  that  there  is  collected  three  thoufand  Tons 
yearly  within  the  Bill  of  Mortality  ;  which  wrought  up 
into  Paper,  employs  a  great  number  of  hands,  and  amounts 
to  a  vaft  Sum  of  Money. 

To  thefe  let  us  add  the  Manufacture  of  Horns,  a  Mate¬ 
rial  almoft  as  contemptible  as  thofe  laft  mentioned.  They 
are  left  to  dry  two  or  three  Months  ;  then  they  cut  into  fit 
lengths.  In  this  form  they  are  held  with  a  pair  of  pincers 
over  a  fmall  Wood  Fire  till  they  become  pliable.  Next 
they  are  cut  length-ways,  and  being  turned  open  by  a 
Man,  who  holds  a  pair  of  pincers  in  each  hand,  they  are 
extended  till  they  are  become  almoft  fiat ;  after  which 
they  are  placed  between  two  hot  Iron-plates  rubbed  with 
Greafe,  and  in  this  pofition  thruft  into  a  hole  in  the  earth, 
upon  which  they  place  a  wooden  wedge  ;  and  this  is 
beat  with  a  mallet,  till  by  prefiing  the  iron-plates,  and 
remaining  between  them  a  confiderable  time,  the  Horn 
becomes  perfedtly  fmooth  and  flat.  Thus  prepared,  the 
edges  of  the  Horns  are  pared,  and  fold  in  Plates  to  Comb- 
makers,  Spedlacle-makers,  &c.  The  very  Shavings  are 
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fold  for  various  Ufes  by  the  Sack,  and  the  round 
Pieces  cut  out  by  the  SpeCtacle  Maker,  are  fold  to 
the  Turners  to  nail  upon  Mops.  And  fuch  parts  of  the 
horn  as  cannot  be  turned  to  thefe  ufes,  are  converted 
into  the  Hafts  of  Knives,  Ink-horns,  drinking  Horns, 
Gun-powder  Flafks,  blowing  Horns,  Shoeing  Horns, 
Spoons,  and  many  other  forms,  both  for  conveniency  and 
diverfion.  So  that  we  fee  the  moll  contemptible  things 
in  nature,  inllead  of  being  ufelefs  in  the  hands  of  indullri- 
ous  people,  are  converted  into  a  variety  of  profitable  ufes 
by  the  prefent  State  of  our  Manufactures  ;  and  what  our 
Forefathers,  and  thofe,  who  have  not  the  Induftry  of  the 
Englijb ,  imagined  to  be  worth  nothing,  fupplies  employ¬ 
ment  and  fubfiftence  to  a  multitude  of  families. 

What  then  mull  we  think  of  the  woollen  Manufacture,  Wool* 
which  is  the  ftaple  Commodity  of  the  Nation  ?  The 
woollen  Manufacture,  in  its  prefent  State,  is  founded  upon 
the  two  Commodities  of  Wool  and  Oil.  The  Oil  comes 
from  Spain ,  Portugal  and  Naples.  The  Wool  is  chiefly 
of  Englijb  growth,  but  aflifted  in  fmall  quantities  from 
Ireland ,  Spain ,  Barbary ,  and  Turkey. 

The  Engli/h  Wool  being  the  fubftance  of  the  whole 
Manufacture,  we  will  trace  it  from  its  original.  The 
Sheerer  takes  the  Wool  from  the  Sheep’s  Back,  while  the 
Creature  is  living  ;  or  the  Fell-monger  takes  it  from  the 
Skin,  after  it  is  dead.  This  Wool  is  fold  to  the  Dealer 
or  Woolftapler  ;  or  fometimes  carried  to  Fairs  or  Markets 
and  fold  to  the  Manufacturer.  In  whofe  hands  it  is  firft 
combed  and  carded,  and  then  fent  about  to  feveral  places 
to  be  fpun,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  adjacent  Vil¬ 
lages  and  Counties.  For  it  is  computed  that  in  Dorfetjhire , 
IViltjhire ,  Glou:eJlerJhire ,  Somerfetjhire  and  Hampjhire  only, 
there  are  above  five  hundred  Thoufand  families  maintained 
by  Spinning,  exclufive  of  the  Weavers,  which  at  leaft 
amounts  to  one  hundred  Thoufand.  In  Leicejlerjhire , 
Noribamptonfhire  and  Warwickjbire ,  the  Wool,  as  well  as 
that  in  Lincolnjlnre  fupplies  the  London  Confumption  at 
the  rate,  as  is  generally  computed,  of  five  hundred  Packs 
a  Week  ;  and  the  poor  people  in  all  thefe  Counties  are 
employed  in  Spinning  :  and  there  is  another  confiderable 
Branch  of  this  Manufacture  in  the  North,  whither  part  of 
the  Leicejlerjhire  Wool  is  carried  ;  which,  with  the  Wool 
of  the  Eaft-riding  of  Yorkjhire ,  and  that  from  Durham ,  on 
*  H  3  the 
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the  Banks  of  the  River  Tees,  are  accounted  the  fine  Wools 
of  thofe  Parts  ;  and  the  laft  mentioned  Sheep  are  the  very 
largeft  in  the  Kingdom.  The  coarfer  Wools  from  Scotland, 
Lancajhire ,  JVejhnor eland,  and  Cumberland  have  their  ufes 
alfo  ;  for  though  they  do  not  enter  into  the  Compofition 
of  fine  Cloaths,  yet  they  make  many  other  Cloaths  and 
Things  that  produce  a  good  price,  and  find  always  a  con- 
ftant  and  ready  Money  Market.  Hence  it  appears  how 
truly  the  Woollen  Manufacture  is  efteemed  the  great  Sta¬ 
ple  of  England.  But  this  will  be  ftill  more  apparent  from 
the  following  Account  of  the  particular  Species  of  the 

Speeiesand 
Places 
where 

manufr.c-  Broad  Cloths,  mixed  or  medley,  are  the  Manufacture  of 
iuied.  Wiltjhlre,  Sorner Jet  fair  e ,  Worcejlerfnre ,  Devonjhire,  Surry 
and  Kent. 

Plaint  white  Cloths  for  dying  are  made  at  Salijbury , 
Shrewfoitry,  Worcejler ,  Cirencejler ,  and  all  over  Gloucefer- 
foire. 

Narrow  Woollen  Cloths,  commonly  called  Dozens,  are 
made  at  Leeds,  Wakefield,  Huihersfeld  and  Bradford  in  the 
Weft  Riding  of  Torkjbire. 

Druggets,  Duroys,  &c.  are  made  in  the  Counties  of 
Berks,  Somerfct  and  Wilts. 

Serges  and  light  Stuffs  at  Norwich,  Norfolk,  Spittle- 
fclds,  Brijlol ,  and  Darlington  in  the  Biftioprick  of  Durham. 

Rugs,  Chair-coverings,  Penniftons,  Half  Thicks,  Duf¬ 
fels,  &c.  are  the  Manufacture  of  Cumberland ,  Lancajhire , 
and  Wejlmoreland. 

Blankets  are  made  in  Oxfordfntre  ;  Flannels  in  Salijbzery , 
Shrewjbury  and  in  many  places  in  Wales ,  of  which  Wrexam 
is  the  chief  Market. 

Tammies,  and  a  V ariety  of  other  Things,  are  made  at 
Coventry  5  and  a  confiderable  Manufacture  of  Carpets  is 
carried  on  at  Wilton  and  Kidderminjler . 

A  vaft  V ariety  of  leffer  W ares  are  made  at  Manchejler. 

Stockings  of  all  Sorts  are  wove  in  Leicefierjhire,  Derby - 
fiire,  Wanvickfoire,  and  Nottinghamjhire ;  the  beft  knit 
Plofe  in  Glouccjlerjhire,  Torkfnre,  Worceferfoire,  Somerfet- 
fnre,  and  Wales,  and  the  very  beft  from  Northampton. 

Kerfeys,  or  coarfe  Cloths  are  made  at  Bradford,  Rochdale, 
Halifax  in  Torkjbire,  at  Guilford  in  Surry ,  and  a  particular 
kind  in  Devonjhire  and  Somerfcifoire. 


Woollen  Manufactures,  and  the  Places,  where  they  are 
chiefly  made. 
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Shalloons  in  Northamptonshire,  Berkjhire ,  SomerfefJJjire , 
Wiltjhire ,  Hampshire,  and  the  Weft  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

*  Bays  of  all  Sorts  at  Colchejler,  Booking,  Braintree, 
Witham,  Coggejloall ,  in  feveral  other  parts  of  Effex,  and  at 
Manchejier. 

Says  are  made  chiefly  at  Sudbury  in  Suffolk. 

Perpetuanas  or  Long  Ells  at  Tiverton,  and  all  over 
Devonshire ;  at  Sudbury  in  Suffolk,  and  at  Colchefter  in 


f  rizes  are  made  at  ITorcefter  :  Lindfey  Woolfey  Stuff’s 
for  Hangings  and  printing,  at  Kidderminfter. 

It  would  exceed  our  bounds  to  enter  into  a  particular  Iron, 
account  of  the  other  capital  Manufactures  carried  on  in 
this  Kingdom,  after  this  manner,  therefore,  we  fhall 
proceed  with  a  brief  account  of  the  ufes  to  which  our 
Metals  are  converted,  without  pretending  to  particularize 
the  places,  where  thefe  Manufactures  are  carried  on. 

Iron  is  caft  into  Cannon  and  fmall  Arms,  Bombs,  and  Its  Ufes. 
hand  Granades,  Shells,  Chimney-backs,  Boiling-pots, 
Water-pipes,  IronWares  of  various  Kinds,  Iron-plates, 

Bars  and  Retorts.  Forged  Iron  is  wrought  into  Sheffield 
and  Birmingham  Ware,  fuch  as  edged  Tools,  Knives, 
and  Sciffars,  Cutlery  Ware  and  Toys,  Nails,  Hinges, 

Hooks,  Spikes,  Locks  and  Keys  of  all  Sorts  and  Sizes, 
Gun-locks,  Razors,  Surgeons  Inftruments,  Clothiers 
Sheers,  &c.  Hammered  Iron  is  wrought  into  Chains  ; 

Crows,  Tiers  for  Wheels,  Bulluftrades,  Rails,  Gratings, 

&c.  Bar  Iron  of  various  Kinds,  &c.  milled  Iron  is  con¬ 
verted  into  Iron  Hoops,  and  all  kind  of  fplit  and  flatted 
Work,  as  well  as  Wire  of  all  forts  and  ffzes. 

The  next  example  fhall  be  in  Tin.  This  Metal  is  caft 
into  Blocks  for  Exportation.  It  is  alfo  converted  into 
Pewter,  and  wrought  into  Difhcs,  Plates,  Pots,  Spoons, 
and  a  prodigious  number  of  other  things  for  domeftic 


ufe. 


Brafs  and  Copper  when  caft,  make  Statues  and  Images.  Brafs  and 
That  fort  called  Battery,  becaufe  it  is  afterwards  ham-  Copier, 
mered,  ferves  for  Pots,  Kettles,  and  Saucepans.  Black 
Latten  is  Metal  prepared  for  Clock-work,  Jacks,  Engines. 

In  Foundery  Ware,  it  ferves  for  Brafs  Cannon,  Mor¬ 
tars,  &c.  for  Bells  of  all  kinds.  Pipes  for  Engines, 

Wheel  and  Mill-work  ;  Brafs  Cocks  and  Buttons,  and 
for  a  vaft  variety  of  Toys  and  Ornaments  for  Harnefles 


ar.d 
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and  Coaches,  and  Houfhold  Furniture.  Is  is  now  becoming' 
a  fafhion  to  cover  capital  buildings  with  thin  Copper. 

Lead  is  call:  into  Pigs  and  Sows  for  Exportation ;  and 
whether  milled  or  caft,  ferves  for  a  thoufand  purpofes. 
With  Lead  Churches  and  Houfes  are  frequently  covered : 
and  Pipes  for  the  conveyance  of  Water,  Cifterns,  &c. 
are  belt  made  of  Lead.  Lead  is  alfo  caft  into  Statues  or 
Images,  and  into  Bullets  and  fmall  Shot.  Moulds  are 
made  of  it  for  all  kinds  of  earthen  Ware,  and  the  Le- 
tharge  of  Lead  ferves  to  glaze  them.  When  calcined, 
the  Painter  ufes  it  for  Colours  ;  and  it  ferves  to  mix  with 
other  Metals  by  way  of  Allay. 

To  thefe  we  will  add  the  Glafs  Manufacture.  This 
Manufacture  is  to  be  confidered  under  three  Heads,  viz. 
The  fine  Flint  Glafs,  of  which  are  made  all  forts  of 
drinking  Glafles,  Cruets,  Saltfellers,  Mugs,  Salvers, 
Phials  for  Apothecaries  and  Chymifts,  Retorts,  &c.  De¬ 
canters,  Beakers,  Plates,  Difhes,  &c.  Sconcers,  Branches, 
and  fmall  Ware,  Toys,  is c.  as  alfo  Tubes,  Spectacle 
Glafles,  and  Glafles  for  Microfcopes,  Telefcopes,  &c. 
Of  this  Branch  of  the  Glafs  Manufacture  there  are  feve- 
ral  Houfes  at  Brifiol ,  Stourbridge ,  Sheffield ,  Nottingham, New- 
caftle  uponTyne,  and  London-,  amongft  which  that  of  Mr.  Ruffel 
onSalt-petreBank  nearLondon,  is  counted  to  be  the  moft  per¬ 
fect,  and  to  furpafs  the  Glafs  made  in  foreignParts.  2.  The 
Plate  Glafs  :  of  which  are  made  Looking-Giafies,  Coach 
Glafles,  Cabinet  Glafles,  and  other  particulars  in  and  about 
Palaces,  &c.  of  which  Sort  the  only  Manufactory  now  re¬ 
maining  is  at  Vauxhcdl ,  near  London.  But  under  this  head 
we  alfo  rank  Crown  Glafs  ured  for  Safh-windows,  glazing 
of  Pictures,  &c.  For  which  there  are  feveral  Manufactu¬ 
res  at  Newcaftle ,  Briftol ,  Stourbridge  and  London.  But 
that  on  Cockhil'l ,  at  Ratcliff,  near  London ,  is  in  the  greateft 
Reputation.  3.  Green  Glafs.  This  Sort  is  put  to  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  ufes,  and  has  a  great  Confumption,  and  therefore 
accounted  of  equal  Confequence  as  the  two  former  Sorts, 
and  is  carried  on  in  making  of  Bottles  at  London ,  Brifiol , 
and  Newcaftle :  In  Cucumber  and  Melon  Glafles  at  Lon¬ 
don,  Stourbridge ,  and- Newcaftle  upon  'Tyne  :  And  iriWin- 
dow-Glafs  for  Quarrels,  iSc.  commonly  ufed  in  Cottages, 
and  the  inferior  houfes  in  country  Villages. 

To  be  convinced  of  the  prodigious  Benefits  refulting 
from  every  Kind  of  Manufacture,  we  need  only  make  a 

journey 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

journey  into  any  of  the  Counties,  where  they  flourifh, 
and  we  fhall  find  Market-towns  thick,  and  yet  large, 
well  built,  populous  and  rich,  furrounded  with  a  number 
of  Villages  in  a  thriving  Condition,  as  may  be  feen  for 
twenty  Miles  round  Exeter  and  Norwich  ;  in  the  County 
from  hVarminfter  to  Malrnfbury  in  Gloucefter  and  Worcefiter- 
Jhire ,  where  the  white  clothing  Trade  is  the  grand  Manufac¬ 
ture.  The  fame  good  profpeCt  is  feen  in  War'wickjhire , 
Staffordjhire ,  and  Yorkjhire ,  where  the  principal  Seats  of 
the  Hard-ware  and  Cutlery  Manufactures  flourifh  :  and 
about  Mancbefter ,  Leeds ,  Halifax ,  See.  where  there  is  a 
mixed  Variety  of  feveral  Manufactures,  in  Woollen,  Li¬ 
nen,  and  Cotton.  There  is  the  Town  of  Hallifax,  for 
Inftance,  which  has  nothing  to  boaft  of  extraordinary  in 
point  of  its  own  Situation,  or  of  the  Beauty  or  goodnefs 
of  the  adjacent  Country ;  yet  this  Town,  which  three 
hundred  Years  ago  had  no  more  than  thirty  houfes  in  it, 
and  lefs  than  two  hundred  Inhabitants,  and  not  above 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  Souls  in  the  whole  parifh, 
which  is  near  twelve  Miles  in  Circumference,  is  now  fo 
enlarged  by  its  woollen  Manufactory,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
know  what  to  call  it,  whether  Village,  or  Town,  or  City, 
for  the  houfes  are  fpread  almoft  over  the  whole  Parifh ; 
and  yet  every  houfe  feems  to  depend  wholly  on  itfelf ;  for 
each  has  its  tenter-ground  with  Cloth,  Shalloon  or  Ker- 
fey  in  it  :  all  the  Men  are  bufy  either  at  their  Looms,  in 
their  Grounds,  or  at  the  Dye-vats.  None  of  the  Women 
are  idle  ;  nor  even  the  Girls  and  Boys  ;  for  carding, 
fpinning,  and  winding,  employs  them  all.  And  it  has 
been  computed  that  by  this  Induftry,  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  Shalloon  have  been  made  here, 
and  Cent  to  Market  every  Year.  And  the  number  of  Peo¬ 
ple  is  fo  increafed,  that  there  are  fixtv  thoufand  commu¬ 
nicants  in  the  parifh  ;  for  whofe  conveniency  there  are 
fixteen  Chapels  ofEafe,  and  about  fifteen  Meeting  houfes 
of  different  Denominations  :  and  the  Vicarage  of  Hallifax , 
by  thefe  means,  is  now  the  moft  confiderable  f  r  worth  in 
the  whole  kindgom.  Such  are  the  effeCts  of  that  Induftry, 
which  is  fupported  by  Commerce  ;  and  fuch  the  difference 
between  the  prefent  and  paft  times. 

This  might  be  further  illuftrated  by  the  like  Inftances 
in  Manchcjter,  Warrington ,  Macclesfield ,  Leeds,  Wakefield, 
Sheffield ,  Birmingham ,  Froome ,  Taunton ,  and  Tiverton  ; 

feveral 
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feveral  of  which,  though  not  Corporations,  (the  chief 
Magiftrate  being  no  more  than  a  Conftabie)  yet,  in  num¬ 
ber  of  Inhabitants,  they  may  feverally  vie  with  the  City 
of  York.  Such  are  the  great  Effects  and  Advantages  of 
the  prefent  State  of  our  Manufactures. 

However,  all  our  Manufactures  muff  decay  without 
Navigation.  While  we  remained  Strangers  to  Navigation, 
our  Country  was  thin  of  People,  we  lived,  as  it  were,  upon 
the  main  Stock.  A  few  ftaple  Commodities,  and  a  very 
few  Manufactures  were  all  we  had  ;  and,  when  taken  off 
by  Foreigners,  they  furniflied  our  Forefathers  with  what 
they  thought  fit,  and  almoft  at  their  own  price.  But 
when  once  the  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom  began  to 
thrive ;  when,  inftead  of  freighting  other  people’s  Ships, 
we  bought  and  built  Veffels  of  our  own,  and  our  people 
began  to  take  a  liking  to  the  Sea,  the  State  of  things  was 
quickly  changed  ;  we  brought  home  the  Product  of  other 
Countries  at  a  final!  Expence,  in  companion  of  what  they 
had  coft  us  before  5  and,  by  opening  different  Markets, 
we  found  means  to  vend  what  we  carried  out  to  much 
greater  Profit.  And  it  is  by  our  progrefs  in  Navigation, 
that  we  have  realized  and  fecured  the  advantages  Nature 
invefted  us  with  by  our  Situation.  By  this  means  every 
Harbour,  every  litte  Fort,  Inlet  and  Creek  is  becomeanew 
Benefit,  as  it  opens  a  paffage  for  what  we  want  to  fend 
abroad,  and  an  entrance  to  whatever  we  would  bring 
home.  Upon  this  depends  Trade,  and  upon  Trade  the 
value  of  our  Ploufes,  our  Lands,  and  their  Produce. 
Therefore  it  has  been  the  chief  Care  of  the  Government, 
in  the  firft  place,  to  provide  a  Navy  Prong  enough  to 
cope  with  all  the  World  by  Sea;  to  protect  our  Mer¬ 
chantmen  traverfing  the  Ocean,  and  to  defend  our 
Coafts,  Blands,  Plantations,  and  Settlements  againft 
Surprize  and  Ploftilities  ;  and  to  encourage  the  Naviga¬ 
tion  of  Merchant  Adventurers,  So  that  at  this  prefent 
Time  the  royal  Navy  confifts  of  three  hundred  Sail  of 
capital  Ships,  and  upwards.  And  the  Ships  in  the  Mer¬ 
chants  Service  are  almoft  without  number. 

With  thefe  Ships  we  carry  on  a  vaft  extenfive  Com¬ 
merce,  1.  To  the  Countries  under  the  Dominion 
of  the  Grand  Signior ,  our  Merchants  fend  Cargoes 
of  Lead,  Tin,  Iron,  Broad  Cloath,  and  Long  Ells, 
and  fome  Bullion.  For  which  they  receive  i'11  return 
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Raw  Silk  in  great  Quantities,  ufed  as  the  Shute  in  the 
Manufacture  of  Damafks,  and  other  coloured  Silks  ;  and 
to  make  Stockings,  Galloons,  and  Silver  and  Gold  Lace. 

Hence  alfo  they  bring  GrogramYarn,  dying  Sturts  of  vari¬ 
ous  kinds,  Drugs,  Soap,  Leather,  Cotton,  Fruit,  Oil,  1  ^ 

&c.  2.  To  Italy  we  export  Tin,  Lead,  great  Quan-  ,u 

tides  of  Pilchards,  Herrings,  Salmon,  and  other  Filh  ; 
various  Kinds  of  Eajl  India  Goods  ;  Broad  Cloath,  Long 
Ells,  Bays,  Druggets,  Camblets,  and  other  Stuffs  ;  Lea¬ 
ther,  Hard-ware,  and  many  other  things.  And  in  return 
webring  back  prodigious  Quantities  of  Silk  raw,  thrown, 
and  wrought ;  Wine,  Oil,  Soap,  Olives,  dying  Stuffs, 

&c.  It  is  from  this  Country,  and  more  efpecially  from 
the  Territories  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  that  we  have 
the  fine  Silk  called  Organzine ,  which  is  thrown  by  an 
Engine  much  better  than  it  can  be  done  by  Hand,  of 
which  there  is  one  at  Derby.  That  Prince,  however, 
has  taken  care  to  preferve  to  his  Subjects  this  precious 
Commodity  in  its  full  extent  :  for  we  have  no  Piedmont 
Silk  raw  ;  and  what  we  have,  we  pay  for  it  with  ready 
Money,  and  at  a  high  Price.  3.  To  Spain  we  export  With 
Tin,  Lead,  Corn,  isc.  Pilchards,  Herrings,  Cod,  and 
other  Kinds  of  Fifh ;  Broad  Cloth,  Druggets,  Bays, 

Serges,  and  Stuffs  of  various  Kinds,  and  a  great  variety 
of  Goods  made  on  Purpofe  for  the  Service  of  New  Spain , 
to  be  re-fhipped  at  Cadiz  for  South  America.  From 
thence  we  receive  in  return  Wine,  Oil,  Fruit,  Wool, 

Indigo,  Cochineal,  and  the  Balance  in  Specie  or  Bullion. 

4.  To  Portugal  we  Export  Tin,  Lead,  Corn,  Fifh,  With  Por- 
Broad  Cloth,  Druggets,  Bays,  Serges,  Stuffs,  Leather,  tu^a  ‘ 
Hard-ware,  and  many  other  Manufactures  ;  and  receive 
from  thence  Wine,  Oil,  Salt,  Fruit ;  and  as  thefe  are 
all,  or  the  principal  Commodities  Portugal  produces  for 
foreign  Trade,  there  remains  a  very  large  Balance  to  Bri¬ 
tain^  which  is  paid  in  Gold.  5.  To  France  we  export  Tin,  \y;th 
Lead,  Corn,  Horn  Plates,  great  Quantities  of  Tabacco,  France, 
fome  Flannels,  and  very  little  elle  of  our  Manufacture  : 
for  which  we  receive  in  return  Wine,  Brandy,  Linen, 

Lawns,  Lace,  (Cambricks  fmuggled)  and  an  infinite 
Quantity  of  other  things,  which  are  run  in  upon  us, 
and  for  which  the  Smugglers  export  Gold,  Silver,  Wool, 
and  whatever  the  French  are  pleafed  to  order  or  direCt.  So 
that  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  French  Commerce  is  the  molt 
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of  all  others,  deftru&ive  to  this  Nation.  6.  To  Flanders, ? 
we  export  Tin,  Lead,  and  fome  Iron  Ware,  Sugar,  To¬ 
bacco,  Serges,  Flannels  and  Stuffs.  From  whence  we 
import  Lace,  Cambricks,  Lawns,  Linen,  Tape,  Thread, 
Incles,  and  other  Goods  of  that  Kind,  to  a  very  great 
Value.  So  that  here  the  Balance  of  Trade  is  conftdera- 
bly  againft  us,  owing  chiefly  to  their  prohibition  of  En- 
With  Ger - glijh  Cloth.  ,  7.  To  Germany  we  trade  with  Tin,  Lead, 
many-  Sugar,  Tobacco,  Ginger,  Pimento,  Enjl  India  Goods, 
all  forts  of  Broad  Cloth,  and  other  woollen  Manufactures, 
and  with  many  other  Commodities,  raw  and  manufactured  ; 
In  return  we  bring  back  Tin  Plates,  Linen,  Kid-fkins, 
and  feveral  other  Things,  as  Pot-afh,  Wine,  iSc.  but 
the  Balance  of  this  T rade  is  much  in  our  favour.  8.  Our 
Trade  to  Denmark  and  Norway  is  very  confiderable  :  but 
we  export  very  little,  viz.  a  fmall  Quantity  of  To¬ 
bacco,  fome  Sugar  and  Rum,  and  a  few  coarfe  woollen 
Goods  :  and  from  thence  we  import  incredible  quanti¬ 
ties  of  fine  Timber  of  all  Sizes  and  Dimenfions,  and  of 
Iron,  the  greateft  part  of  which  is  paid  for  in  Specie; 
and  what  is  a  great  Lofs  alfo  in  this  Branch,  we  fuffer  the 
Danes  to  bring  the  greateft  part  of  their  Timber  on  their 
own  Bottoms,  by  v/hich  the  Nation  is  deprived  of  the 
Freight  and  of  many  ufeful  Hands,  and  other  Contingencies 
in  Navigation  ;  an  evil  which  in  afhortTirne  might  be 
cured,  was  there  proper  Encouragement  given  for  the  Im¬ 
portation  of  Timber  from  Nova  Scotia ,  and  other  parts  of 
With  Swe-  North  America.  9.  We  carry  on  the  fame  loofing,  on  a 
c*en-  much  more  difadvantageous  Trade  with  Sweden  ;  where 
it  is  a  Maxim  of  State,  to  beat  out  as  much  as  poflible  all 
our  Commodities  and  Manufactures,  and  make  us  pay 
ready  money,  in  Gold  and  Silver,  for  their  Iron,  Cop¬ 
per,  Tar,  and  other  Naval  Stores,  to  the  amount  of 
about  three  hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Ann.  But 
this  Impofttion  and  ruinous  Balance,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  foon  be  removed  by  the  Importation  of  the  fame 
kind  of  Goods  at  a  more  reafonable  rate  front  our  own 
Plantations,  which  is  much  the  fame  thing  as  having 
With  Ruf-  home.  10.  To  Rujjia  we  fend  a  great  Quantity 

fia.  of  Tobacco,  Sugar,  Lead,  Tin,  coarfe  Cloths,  Long 

Ells,  worfted  Stuffs,  Plard-Ware,  wrought  Plate,  Cabi¬ 
net-ware,  and  other  Commodities,  Goods  and  Manufac¬ 
tures,  which  are  paid  for  in  Tallow,  Furs,  Iron,  Pot- 
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allies,  Rnjfia  Leather,  Linen,  Flax,  Hemp,  &c.  and 
this  Trade  is  managed  by  a  Company,  into  which  any 
Merchant  may  be  admitted  for  a  very  imall  Conhderation, 
and  their  Meafures  are  found  to  be  fo  highly  beneficial  to 
the  Nation,  that  they  never  can  incur  the  Cenfure  of  a 
Monopoly.  11.  To  Holland  we  trade  with  almoft  all  With 
the  Commodities  and  Manufactures  of  the  Nation,  of  our  ho  an 
Plantations  and  Iflands,  and  with  the  Goods  we  bring 
from  the  Levant  and  Eajl-Indies ;  and  in  return  we  receive 
from  thence  prodigious  Quantities  of  fine  Linen,  Threads, 

Tapes,  Incles,  Toys,  Whale-fins,  Brafs-Battery,  Cin¬ 
namon,  Cloves,  Mace,  Drugs,  dying  Stuffs,  &c.  Yet* 
with  refpect  to  the  fair  Trade  we  have  a  large  Balance  r 
the  only  doubt  is,  how  far  this  advantage  may  be.  abated 
by  the  deteftable  practices  of  the  Smugglers,  who  gain 
their  Bread  and  raife  their  Fortunes  by  a  fteady  purfuit 
of  their  private  Interefts,  at  the  expence  of  the  Publick; 
nothwithflanding  the  fevere  Laws  made  to  punifh  them 
both  in  Body  and  Goods.  12.  With  refpeFt  to  Africa ; 
that  Trade  does  not  only  take  off  a  vaft  Quantity  WithAfri- 
of  our  Commodities  and  Manufactures ;  but  it  pro-  ca‘ 
duces  a  large  balance  in  Bullion  from  the  Spaniards , 
as  well  as  in  Gold  Duff,  Red  Wood,  Ivory,  and 
other  valuable  Commodities,  fome  of  which  are  again 
re-exported.  But  above  all  it  fupplies  our  Planta¬ 
tions  with  Negroes,  which  is  a  thing  of  prodigious 
Confequence.  But  of  this  Trade  we  {hall  be  more  particular 
in  our  Survey  of  the  Englijh  Settlements  upon  the  Coaft  of 
Africa.  13.  The  Eaft-India  Trade  is  fuppofed  to  exceed 
them  all-in  Benefit  to  the  Nation.  For  though  they  export  With  the 
Bullion,  and  the  Trade  is  carried  on  by  a  Company  with  In‘ 
an  exclufive  right  ;  it  is  urged,  that  there  is  no  poffibility 
of  carrying  it  on  by  any  other  means  ;  and  that  the 
Goods  brought  to  England,  and  to  London  only,  are  bought 
at  fuch  low  Prices  in  the  Country,  and  fold  here  at  fuch 
high  Rates  ;  and  that  the  Goods  prohibited  to  be  worne 
here,  and  obliged  to  be  exported,  do  produce  a  Balance 
equivalent  at  leaf!  to  theBullionthat  is  fent  outtobuy  them. 

But  of  this  Trade  and  Company  more  particularly  in  our 
Survey  of  the  Englijh  Settlements  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  &c. 

It  only  remains  to  give  fome  account  of  our  Plantation  Plantation 
Trade.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  recite  the  Imports  and  J''iac*e‘ 
Exports  between  them  and  their  Mother  -  Country, 
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fome  of  which  are  already  mentioned  on  p.  98  ;  fo  that  it 
will  convey  a  much  better  Idea  of  the  Advantages  we 
reap  by  that  Trade,  fhould  we  enquire,  firft ,  what  Con¬ 
dition  was  England  in  before  it  had  any  Plantations  ?  and 
then  Ihew  what  its  Condition  has  been  fince.  At  the 
Time  Queen  Elizabeth  entered  upon  the  Government, 
the  Cuftoms  produced  thirty-fix  thoufand  Pounds  a  year 
At  the  Reftoration  they  were  farmed  at  four  hundred 
thoufand  Pounds,  and  they  produced  confiderably  above 
double  that  Sum  before  the  Revolution.  Again,  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  London ,  before  we  had  any  Plantations,  and  but 
very  little  Trade,  were  computed  at  about  one  hundred 
thoufand  ;  at  the  Death  of  Queen  Elizabeth ,  they  were 
increafed  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  and  are  now 
above  fix  times  that  number.  In  thofe  Days  we  had  not 
only  our  naval  Stores,  but  our  Ships  for  Freight  from 
our  Neighbours.  Germany  furnifhed  England  with  every 
thing  made  of  Metal,  even  fo  low  as  Nails.  Wine,  Pa¬ 
per,  Linen,  and  a  thoufand  other  things  came  from 
France.  Portugal  furnifhed  us  with  Sugars.  All  the  Pro¬ 
duce  of  America  was  poured  upon  us  from  Spain :  and  the 
Venetians  znAGenoefe  retailed  to  uS  the  Commodities  of  the 
Levant  and  Eajl  Indies ,  at  their  own  price.  In  fnort,  the 
legal  Intereft  of  Money  was  twelve  per  Gent ;  and  the 
common  price  of  Land  was  at  ten  or  twelve  years  pur- 
chafe.  Our  Manufactures  were  few  and  indifferent :  the 
number  of  our  Merchants  was  very  fmall ;  and  our  Ship¬ 
ping  much  inferior  to  what  now  belong  to  our  Northern 
Colonies.  Thefe  are  plain  and  certain  FaCts.  But  as 
foon  as  we  began  to  extend  our  Trade,  and  to  make 
Settlements  abroad,  our  Affairs  put  on  another  Coun¬ 
tenance  ;  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  London  were 
doubled  by  the  End  of  the  laft  Period,  and  are  again 
doubling  before  the  End  of  this  :  Our  Shipping  increafed 
in  a  greater  Proportion  :  we  coined  within  twenty  Years 
after  that  Queen’s  Death  above  5,000,0001.  at  the 
Tqwer;  in  twenty  Years  more,  7,000,0001.  in  the 
next  twenty  Years,  8,ooo,oool.  which  is  an  indubitable 
argument  for  a  prodigious  increafe  in  the  Balance  of  our 
national  Trade.  Then  in  regard  to  our  Condition  fince 
we  have  had  Plantations  :  we  have  from  that  Period  al¬ 
tered  for  the  better,  almcft  to  a  degree  beyond  Computa¬ 
tion  and  Credibility.  Our  Manufactures  are  prodigious¬ 
ly  increafed,  chiefly  by  the  demand  for  them  in  our  Plan¬ 
tations, 
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Nations,  where  they  take  off  atleaft  one  half,  and  furnifh 
us  with  many  valuable  Commodities  for  Exportation. 
Now,inftead  of  taking  the  Quantities,  we  were  wont  to  do, 
of  certain  Goods  from  other  Nations,  we  actually  export 
thofe  very  Goods,  and  fometimes  to  the  very  fame  Na¬ 
tions  from  whence  we  had  been  ferved  with  thofe  Com¬ 
modities.  Sugar,  Rum,  and  Tobacco  are  become  the 
Sources  of  private  Wealth  and  public  Revenue,  which 
would  have  been  fo  many  Drains  to  exhauft  the  Treafure 
of  the  Nation,  and  to  beggar  us,  had  they  not  been  raifed 
in  our  Plantations.  Logwood  is  funk  feyenty  per  cent. 

Indigo  and  other  dying  Materials  are  in  our  own  power, 
and  at  a  moderate  price.  In  fhort,  the  advantages  are 
infinite  that  redound  to  us  from  our  American  Empire, 
where  we  have  at  leaft  a  Million  and  a  Half  of  Britifh 
Subjedfs,  and  about  two  thoufand  Sail  of  Merchant  Ships 
conftantly  employed  :  Such  have  been  the  Fruits,  fuch 
is  the  Condition  of  our  Plantation-trade ;  for  the  better 
Improvement  and  Regulation  of  which  the  Government 
thought  proper  to  erect  a  Board  or  Council  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  and  lately,  a  Secretary  of  State.  But  this 
Subjedt  fhall  be  more  particularly  purfued  in  our  Survey 
of  the  American  Colonies. 

What  contributes  much  to  the  Advantage  of  Trade  Poft. 
is  a  regular,  cheap,  and  expeditious  Method  of  Corref- 
pondence  :  which  is  performed  in  England  by  the  Poft 
and  Pacquet  Boats  for  Intercourfe  of  Letters,  in  a  much 
better  manner  than  in  other  parts  of  the  known  World. 

The  Center  of  this  Correfpondence  or  Intercourfe  of 
Letters  is  judicioufly  fixed  in  Lotnbard  Street ,  near  the 
Royal  Exchange,  London ,  the  Center  of  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce  with  all  parts  of  the  Univerfe.  Elere  are  two  Poft- 
Mafters  General,  under  whofe  Diredtion  and  Govern¬ 
ment  are  all  Deputy  Poft-mafters  in  England ,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  America,  and  their  Sub-Poft-mafters  ;  the  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Clerks  in  the  General  Poft  Office ;  and  the 
Penny  Poft-Office  in  London. 

For  the  State  of  the  Poft-Office  and  Penny  Poft-Office,  p0fl;.0ffic8 
fee  The  General  Poji-Houfe  in  the  Account  we  fhall  give 
of  it  in  the  Defcription  of  London. 

The  Regulation  of  the  General  Poft  Office  is  fo  well 
calculated  and  performed,  that  there  is  no  confiderable 
Market- Town  in  England,  but  has  an  eafy  and  certain 
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Conveyance  for  Letters  to  and  from  the  faid  Office,  in  the 
dueCourfe  of  the  Mails,  every  Poll ;  and  both  the  charge  is 
eafy,  and  the  expedition  very  quick  and  convenient :  for 
a  Letter  to  any  Part  within  the  Britijh  Dominions  is  con¬ 
veyed  according  to  the  following  new  Regulation  by  a 
late  Adt  of  Parliament. 

Sates  of  Letters  between  London  and  any  Port  within  the  Britijh 
Letters.  Dominions  in  America ,  (in  which  all  his  Majefty’s  Wejl- 
India  Illands  are  included)  fhall  pay  fingle  One  Shilling, 
double  Two  Shillings,  treble  Three  Shillings,  the  Ounce 
Four  Shillings. 

Letters,  by  Sea,  from  any  one  Port  to  any  other  Port 
within  the  faid  Dominions,  fnall  pay  fingle  four  Pence, 
double  eight  Pence,  treble  one  Shilling  :  the  Ounce  one 
Shilling  and  four  Pence. 

Letters,  by  Land,  to  or  from  any  chief  Poft-Office  in 
America ,  from  or  to  any  other  Part  thereof  not  exceed¬ 
ing  fixty  Miles  from  fuch  Chief  Poft-Office,  or  from  the 
Office  where  fuch  Letters,  not  paffing  through  a  Chief 
Office,  may  be  put  in,  fhall  pay  fingle  four  Pence,  dou¬ 
ble  eight  Pence,  treble  one  Shilling,  the  Ounce  one 
Shilling  and  four  Pence.  And  being  upwards  of  fixty, 
and  not  exceeding  one  hundred  Miles  within  the  faid  Do¬ 
minions,  fhall  pay  fingle  Six-pence,  double  one  Shilling, 
treble  one  Shilling  and  Six-pence,  the  Ounce  two  Sil¬ 
oings.  And  being  upwards  of  one  hundred,  and  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  two  hundred  Miles  within  the  faid  Dominions, 
fhall  pay  fingle  eight  Pence,  double  one  Shilling  and 
four  Pence,  treble  two  Shillings,  the  Ounce  two  Shil¬ 
lings  and  eight  Pence.  And  for  every  Diftance  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  one  hundred  Miles  above  fuch  two  hundred,  and 
for  every  fuch  further  Diftance  within  the  faid  Domi¬ 
nions,  fhall  pay  fingle  two  Pence,  double  four  Pence, 
treble  Six-pence,  the  Ounce  eight  Pence. 

No  Veflel  fhall  be  permitted  to  break  Bulk,  or  make 
Entry  in  any  Port  within  the  Brit  if  a  Dominions,  where 
Pofts  are  or  may  be  eftablifhed,  until  all  Letters  on 
board  are  delivered  to  the  Poft-mafter  of  fuch  Port  (he 
paying  the  Bringer  one  Penny  for  each  Letter)  to  be  for¬ 
warded  according  to  their  refpedtive  Directions,  except 
fuch  as  are  excepted  by  the  A£t  of  the  Ninth  of  Queen 
Anne ;  and  fuch  as  may  be  brought  by  V eflels  liable  to 
Quarentine,  which  laft  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Perfons 
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Iffip'erintending  the  Quarentine,  for  proper  care,  before 
they  are  forwarded  by  the  Poll.  And  that  all  Mailers, 
Mariners,  Paflengers,  &c.  neglecting  to  deliver  the  Let¬ 
ters  as  aforefaid,  lliall  for  every  Negledl  forfeit  twenty 
■Pounds. 

The  Poftmafter  lhall  take  for  every  Letter  brought  by 
fuch  VelTel,  for  any  place  within  his  Delivery,  one 
Penny,  above  the'  Penny  paid  to  the  Mailer,  or  other  Per- 
fcn  for  the  fame. 

Letters  conveyed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  one  Stage,  lhall  pay  fingle  one  Penny,  double  two 
Pence,  treble  three  Pence,  the  Ounce  Four  Pence.  And 
in  England ,  above  one,  and  not  exceeding  two  Stages, 
fingle  two  Pence,  double  four  Pence,  treble  fix  Pence, 
the  Ounce  eight  Pence ;  but  thefe  Rates  are  not  to  affedl 
the  Penny  Poll. 

Letters  palling  between  England  and  Ireland ,  through 
Carlijle ,  Dumfries ,  Port  Patrick ,  and  Donagbadee ,  lhall 
pay  the  fame  Rates  of  Englijh ,  Scotch ,  Irijh-,  and  Packet 
Poftage,  according  to  the  Diftance  or  Number  of  Stages 
they  are  conveyed  in  each  Kingdom,  as  are  fettled  by  the 
Acl  of  the  Ninth  of  Queen  Anne,  or  by  this  A£t. 

No  Packet  exceeding  the  Weight  of  Four  Ounces  lhall 
be  lent  by  the  Penny-Poll  ;  unlefs  coming  from,  or 
palling  thereby  to  the  General-Poll. 

Letters  palling  between  London  and  Hamburgh  fhall  pay 
as  Letters  between  London  and  all  other  Parts  of  Germany , 
m,  fingle  one  Shilling,  double  two  Shillings,  treble 
three  Shillings,  the  Ounce  four  Shillings. 

Any  Officer  of  the  Poll-Office  fecreting  or  dellroying 
any  Letter,  Bag,  or  Mail  of  Letters,  containing  any  Bank 
Note,  Bill,  or  other  Paper,  Writing,  or  Order  for  the 
Payment  of  Money ;  or  Healing  out  of  any  Letter  any 
fuch  Bank  Note,  Bill,  & c.  on  Convidlion,  lhall  fuffer 
Death  as  a  Felon. 

Any  Perfon  robbing  a  Mail,  in  any  place  or  in  any 
manner  whatfoever,  although  it  may  not  appear  that  any 
one  was  put  in  fear  by  fuch  Robbery,  lhall,  on  Convic¬ 
tion,  fuffer  Death  as  a  Felon. 

Any  Officer  of  the  Poll-Office,  entrufted  to  take  in 
Letters,  and  receive  the  Poftage  thereof,  embezzling  the 
Money  received,  or  dellroying  the  Letters ;  or  any 
Officer  advancing  the  Rates  on  Letters,  and  not  ac- 
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counting  for  the  advanced  Foliage,  fhall,  on  Convifh'oii, 
be  deemed  guilty  of  Felony. 

Any  P oft-boy  having  a  Mail  or  Bag  of  Letters  under 
his  Care,  deferting  the  fame  before  his  Arrival  at  the 
next  Stage  ;  or  Offering  any  other  Perfon  to  ride  on  the 
Horfe  or  Carriage  along  therewith  5  or  loitering  on  the 
Road  :  or  not,  in  all  poilible  Cafes,  conveying  the  Mail 
after  the  Rate  of  fix  meafured  Miles  an  Hour,  fhall,  on 
Conviftion,  before  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  be  fent  to 
the  Houfe  of  Correfiion  for  any  Time,  not  exceeding 
one  Month,  nor  lefs  than  fourteen  Days. 

Any  Poft-Boy,  Ingle,  or  in  Combination  with  others, 
unlawfully  collecting,  or  conveying  Letters,  or  caufing 
the  fame  to  be  unlawfully  conveyed,  fhall,  on  Convic¬ 
tion,  before  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  forfeit  ten  Shillings, 
to  be  paid  to  the  Informer,  for  every  Letter  fo  unlaw¬ 
fully  collefted,  conveyed,  or  delivered.  And  if  the  For¬ 
feiture  is  not  immediately  paid,  fhall  be  fent  to  the  Houfe 
of  Correction,  for  any  Time  not  exceeding  two  Months, 
nor  lefs  than  one  Month. 

All  Rates  of  Letters,  and  all  Forfeitures,  mentioned 
in  this  Aft,  fhall  be  paid  in  Sterling  Money  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  Expedition  by  Land  is  fo  great  and  well  afcer- 
e  tained,  that  the  Poll:  goes  fix  Score  Miles  in  twenty-four 
Flours;  fo  that  an  Anfwer  may  be  expected  regularly  in 
five  or  fix  Days  from  any  place  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  Miles  in  Diftance.  And  the  Poft  Days  from 
London  to  any  Part  of  England  and  Scotland  are  fixed  to 
Lnefdays ,  Lhurfdays  and  Saturdays  from  London :  and  the 
Returns  are  certain  on  Mondays ,  TVednefdays  and  Fridays , 
provided  the  Mails  meet  with  no  Accident  or  unforefeen 
Obftruftion.  To  JVales  and  Ireland,  the  Poft-days  are 
only  Tuefdays  and  Saturdays  from  London  :  and  the  Re¬ 
turns  from  JVales  are  regular  on  Mondays  and  Fridays ,  but 
uncertain  from  Ireland ,  becaufe  that  Poft  depends  fome- 
wnat  upon  the  Wind  and  other  cafualties  by  Sea. 

When  the  Court  refides  in  the  Country,  the  Poft  goes 
every  Day  to  the  Place  of  the  Royal  Refidence.  The 
fame  intercourfe  is  ordered  to  be  daily,  except  Sundays , 
with  the  Counties  of  Ejjex  and  Kent ,  and  with  the  Dovjnsy 
Sj  Itbeady  and  other  Ports,  where  the  Royal  Fleet  is  fta- 
tioned. 
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For  foreign  Intelligence,  the  Packet  is  made  up  for 
France,  Spain  and  Italy ,  on  Mondays  and  Thurfdays :  for  ro 
Holland ,  Germany ,  Denmark ,  and  Sweden ,  on  Tuefdays 
and  Fridays ;  and  for  Flanders  on  Mondays  and  Fridays. 

The  Conveyance  of  Letters  over  Sea  to  foreign  parts, 
and  to  Ireland  and  our  Iflands  and  Plantations,  is  performed 
by  Pacquet  Boats,  which  are  alfo  under  the  Management 
and  Direction  of  his  Majefty’s  Poft  Mafter  General,  who 
have  a  Power  to  appoint  what  number  they  pleafe,  and  to 
Ration  them  as  they  fee  proper. 

Under  all  thefe  Advantages  Trade  would  fink,  and  Money  the 
Commerce  would  be  at  a  ftop,  was  there  not  a  fufficient  p^,]e°^nci 
Fund  of  Riches,  or  Supply  of  Money,  to  anfwer  all  Commerce, 
the  Demands  of  this  extenfive  Trade  and  Commerce. 

Yet,  if  we  infpecl  our  Manufafhires,  we  {hall  be  loft  in 
Admiration  whence  the  Money  can  be  collected  to  pro¬ 
vide,  and  to  pay  for  them  ;  and  again  our  Amazement 
fhall  increafe  to  find  fo  many  and  great  R.efources  for 
Riches  ;  by  Art  and  Induftry.  England  is  the  Magazifie  cf 
all  the  Neceifaries  and  Conveniences  of  Life,  the  Store- 
houfe  of  Plenty,  and  the  School  of  Invention  ;  which 
purchafe  and  draw  to  their  Center  the  Riches  of  the  In¬ 
dies  ;  the  Gold  of  Brazil ,  and  Guinea ,  and  the  Silver  of 
Peru  and  Mexico.  And  which,  for  the  Purpofes  and 
Ccnveniencies  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  are  again  dif- 
perfed  in  Coin,  Bank  Notes,  and  Government  Secu¬ 
rities. 

The  Coin  is  computed  at  twenty  Millions,  and  is  made  Co;n> 
of  the  beft  Gold  and  Silver  ;  and  the  Gold  is  computed 
at  eight  Millions,  and  confifts  chiefly  in  Guineas,  Half 
Guineas,  and  Quarter  Guineas;  though  there  are  two 
Guinea,  and  five  Guinea  Pieces,  which  are  oftener  feen 
in  the  Collections  of  the  Curious,  than  in  the  common 
Currency  amongft  Merchants  and  Tradefmen.  The  Sil¬ 
ver  Coin  is  computed  at  twelve  Millions,  and  is  divided 
into  Crowns,  Half  Crowns,  Shillings,  Sixpences,  Groats, 
Threepences,  Twopences,  and  Pennies  ;  and  there  is  al¬ 
fo  a  nominal  Species  of  Money,  known  by  the  Name  of  a 
Pound,  or  twenty  Shillings.  We  have  alfo  a  current 
Coin  for  Market-ufe  made  of  Copper,  divided  into  Half¬ 
pence  and  Farthings.  And  what  cannot  be  reduced  to 
Coin,  when  demanded  for  Value  received,  muft  fail. 

For,  though  Bank  and  Stocks  are  negotiable,  they  can 
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be  no  longer  current,  than  it  is  fure  their  Value  fliall  be 
realized  in  Specie  when  demanded.  So  that  if  ever  the 
Paper  Money  Thould  exceed  the  Value  of  our  Coin,  the 
national  Credit  rnuft  fink. 

Bank  Notes  are  Notes  given  by  the  Bank  of  England , 
whereby  the  Governors  and  Directors  promife  to  pay  to 
A.  B.  or  the  Bearer,  the  certain  Sum  therein  mentioned, 
to  be  received  by  them,  for  the  Payment  of  which,  the 
Bank  is  anfwerable  :  Whofe  Credit  at  this  Time  is  fo  well 
confirmed,  that  their  Notes  are  now  introduced  into,  and 
accepted  almoft  in,  all  Payments  for  ready  Money  fo  low 
as  ten  Pounds  ;  it  being  found  much  eafier  to  remit  Notes 
to  London ,  than  Cafh  :  which  being  paid  at  the  Bank, 
whenever  demanded,  is  a  great  favirg  to  thole,  and  who 
have  occafion  to  make  great  Remittances.  But  thefe 
Notes  bear  no  Intereft  ;  by  which  means  the  Bank  gains 
great  Profits  upon  the  Intereft  ot  the  Money,  for  which 
they  give  no  more  than  their  Notes. 

The  Stocks  are  a  Compound  of  Securities  for  Money 
lent,  either  to  the  Government,  or  to  a  Company  ;  whe¬ 
ther  by  the  way  of  Subfcription  or  Lottery.  Which  Secu¬ 
rities  bear  Intereft,  fome  three  per  Cent,  fome  three  and  a 
half  per  Cent,  and  fome  four  per  Cent,  which  being  tranf- 
ferrable  by  the  Owner,  can  go  to  market,  and  either  pro¬ 
cure,  or  anfwer  the  real  Purpofes  of  the  current  Coin. 
Thefe  Stocks  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  feveral  Names  of 
Bank  Stock,  South  Sea  Stock,  Bank  Annuities,  South  Sea  An¬ 
nuities,  India  Annuities ,  Exchequer  Bil  s,  and  India  Bonds  ; 
whofe  Value  rife  and  fall  moftly  by  the  artful  Management 
of  Brokers  and  moneyed  Men ;  and  at  all  times,  when 
the  Affairs  of  the  Nation  bear  a  good  and  proi'perous 
afpedt,  they  rife  ;  and  in  time  of  Danger,  Trouble,  and 
bad  News,  they  fall.  The  Traffic  in  the  Stocks  by  this 
means  is  become  fo  advantageous,  that  the  Profits  have 
heretofore  enticed  great  Aden  to  debafe  their  Charadfer  by 
a  fcandalous  Commerce  in  the  Funds;  and  introduced  a 
very  numerous  Clafs  of  Men  under  the  Name  oi  Brokers, 
who  buy  and  fell  Stock  by  Cornmiffion,  and  watch  every 
opportunity  to  improve  the  property,  which  others  have 
in  the  Funds,  to  their  own  Emolument.  Where  obferve, 
That  thefe  Stocks,  though  they  bear  the  Name  of  One 
Plundred  Pounds  principal  Money,  upon  the  Face  of  the 
Security,  Iliall  go  in  Payment  for  no  more  than  fuch  a 
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Security  will  produce  (at  that  time)  at  Market;  it 
may  be  only  ninety-four  Pounds  at  four  per  Cent ,  or 
eighty-eight  Pounds  at  three  per  Cent.  And  again,  it  may 
bear  a  Premium,  and  bring  one  hundred  and  three,  or  one 
hundred  and  four,  or  one  hundred  and  five  Pounds  for 
the  one  hundred  Pounds  principal  Money,  when  fome 
happy  turn  of  Fortune  makes  the  Stocks  rife  ;  or  a  Com¬ 
pany's  Dividend  increafes  the  Value  of  their  Bonds,  An¬ 
nuities  and  Stocks.  But  of  all  this  Paper  Money,  Bank 
Notes  and  India  Bonds  are  the  moft  ready  means  to  go 
to  Market,  without  the  real  Specie. 

N.  B.  India  Stock  at  this  time  bears  a  dividend  of  ten 
per  Cent,  and  fells  at  two  hundred  and  feventy  Pounds,  and 
the  Company  is  retrained  by  Aft  of  Parliament  from 
making  a  Dividend  to  exceed  the  ten  per  Cent. 

Every  thing  is  bought  by  Weight  or  Meafure,  ac-  Weights 
cording  to  a  Standard  appointed  by  the  Legiflature  to  be  ^"rcS 
kept  in  the  Exchequer ;  except  where  Cuftorn  has  intro-* 
duced  a  variation  in  feveral  Commodities. 

The  Weights  are  Troy  and  Avoirdupois.  The  Troy 
Weight  contains  twelve  Ounces,  and  is  the  Weight 
for  jewels.  Gold,  Silver,  and  all  Sorts  of  Liquor. 
Avoirdupois  Weight  contains  fixteen  Ounces  to  the 
Pound ;  by  which  are  bought  and  fold  Mercery  and 
Grocery  Wares,  Wool,  Metals,  Tallow,  &c.  and  are 
to  be  learned  in  every  Book  of  Arithmetic. 

Meafures  are  either  Long,  or  Dry,  or  Liquid.  Meafures. 

Under  Long  Meafure  we  number  the  Yard  and  the  EH, 
by  which  all  Linen,  Woollen,  Silks,  Cottons,  Ribbons, 

Tapes,  &c.  are  meafured  for  Sale;  The  Foot,  Fathom, 
and  Rods  ;  by  which  are  meafured  all  Timbers  and  Build¬ 
ings  ;  and  the  Pole  or  Perch,  Furlong ,  and  Mile  are  the 
Long  Meafure  of  a  Road  or  Way.  But  in  the  Meafure  - 
ment  of  Land  upon  the  Square,  it  is  done  by  the  Rod,  Pole , 
or  Perch,  and  the  Acre. 

By  Dry  Meafure  are  ail  Sortsof  Corn  and  Grain  fold, 
and  is  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Gallon,  Peck,  Bujhel, 

Comb,  Quarter,  and  the  Lajl  or  Wey. 

Liquid  Meafures  is  divided  into  two  Sorts,  viz.  Beer 
Meafure,  and  Wine  Meafure.  The  Beer  Meafure  has  in 
it  a  Pint,  phiart ,  Pottle ,  Gallon,  Fi  kin.  Kilderkin,  Bar¬ 
rel,  Hogfhead,  But,  and  Tun.  It  is  alfo  called  Wincheftet 
Meafure.  The  Wine  Meafure  is  a  fifth  Part  lefs  in 
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Capacity  than  the  Beer,  and  is  divided  into  a  Gill ,  Half 
Pint,  Pint ,  Bpuart,  Gallon,  Tierce ,  Hogjhead,  Puncheon, 
Pipe,  or  Butt,  and  a  Tun  aifo.  By  this  Meafure  are  fold 
all  fpirituous  Liquors,  Rum,  Brandy  and  Arrack. 

On  the  juftice  of  thefe  Weights  and  Meafures  depends 
the  Credit  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Intereft  of  our  Com¬ 
modities  in  foreign  Markets,  as  well  as  on  the  Goodnefs 
of  our  Produce  and  Manufactures  :  Yet  it  is  too  common 
a  praftice,  throughout  the  weaving  Manufactories  to 
abridge  their  works  in  the  Breadth  :  the  Invention  of  fome 
bad  Man  to  be  able  to  underfel  the  Market,  by  the 
Savings  made  of  an  Inch  of  the  reputed  Breadth  of  their 
Silks,  Gfc. 


Of  the  Taste,  Fashions,  Customs,  and 
Distempers  of  the  English. 

Buildings.  TIE  modern  Buildings  are  fo  well  contrived  and  ereCted 
Jc  upon  fuch  juft  Principles  of  Architecture,  that  they 
excel  the  ancient  Houfes  both  in  Beauty  and  Conveni¬ 
ence.  Within  the  Cities  of  London  and  JFeJlminfter  and 
their  Suburbs,  it  has  been  lately  enaCted  by  Authority  of 
Parliament,  that  none  fhall  be  built  with  Timber,  or. 
Lath  and  Plaifter,  but  with  Brick  or  Stone,  and  with 
two  Bricks  and  a  Half  thick  in  the  Cellar,  and  two  Bricks 
upwards  to  the  Garret,  with  Party-walls,  under  certain 
Penalties.  See  the  Adi  2  Geo.  III.  for  regulating  Build¬ 
ings.  This  ACt  was  calculated  to  prevent  thofe  frequent 
and  greatFires,  that  have  committed  fuch  Ravages  in,  and 
about  the  Metropolis,  chiefly  attributed  to  the  combuftible 
and  flight  Materials,  of  which  our  Predeceffors  ufed  to  build 
Timber  and  Lath  Houfes,  and  Brick  Fronts  without 
guarding  one  Houfe  from  another,  by  a  Party  Wall, 
to  ftop  the  Flames  in  Cafe  of  a  Fire  in  a  neighbouring 
Houfe. 

Thefe  Buildings  recommend  themfelves  for  their  Neat- 
nefs,  Jightfome  Stair-cafes,  lofty  Ceilings,  Cloffets  in 
every  Room  where  neceftary,  Chimneys  and  Chimney 
Pieces,  Joiners  Work,  Wainfcoting,  Paper-hangings, 
Plaifterers,  Painters  W ork,  and  Safh  Windows,  and 
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many  of  them  Bow-windows,  as  high,  generally,  as 
the  Cielings,  to  give  both  a  better  Light,  and  a  free 
*  Entrance  and  PafTage  for  Air,  without  which,  no  Houfe 
can  be  healthy.  Befides,  fuch  is  the  improvement  in  the 
Defign  of  Buildings,  that  the  fame  Spot  of  Ground  is 
made  to  afford  double  the  Conveniencies  of  an  old  built 
Houfe. 

But  we  particularly  excel  in  public  Buildings,  viz.  in 
Hofpitals,  as  Greenwich  Royal  Hofpital  for  Seamen,  that 
have  ferved  his  Majefty.  Chelfea  Hofpital  for  Soldiers 
difabled  in  his  Majefty’s  Service  :  St.  Bartholomew's  Hof¬ 
pital  in  London  :  St.  Thomas’s  and  Guy’s  in  Southwark ,  &c. 
for  Sick  and  Wounded  :  Bethlehetn  Hofpital  in  Moorfields 
for  Lunaticks  :  Ranelagh’ s  Amphitheatre  for  public  Enter¬ 
tainment  :  All  the  new  Churches  :  the  Royal  Exchange'. , 
Manhon-Houfe,  South  Sea  Houfe,  Treafury,  Horfe- 
Guards,  and  the  Meufe,  Ironmongers- Hall,  in  Fenchurch- 
Jlreet ;  in  the  Conftructiqn  of  the  Bridges  at  V/eJhninjier 
and  Black-friars. 

To  which  let  us  add,  That  this  feems  to  be  an  Age 
particularly  diftinguifhed  by  a  Spirit  of  Building :  for  it 
may  with  great  truth  be  affirmed,  that  no  Age  can  pro¬ 
duce  fo  many  and  fuch  large  and  expenfive  Buildings 
whether  in  England ,  or  any  other  Nation,  as  have  been 
undertaken  and  completed,  both  for  publick  and  private 
Ufe,  as  have  been  founded  and  erecfed  in  this  Nation 
within  the  Compafs  of  fifty  Years  pall:  :  which  Spirit  is 
ftill  kept  up  in  building  Hofpitals,  Bridges,  and  Places  of 
public  Worlhip. 

The  Tafte  of  the  Englifo  in  regard  to  Living  or  Dirt  Eating, 
is,  perhaps,  more  fubftantial,  elegant  and  expenfive,  than 
of  foreign  Nations.  They  eat  more  Meat,  they  treat  with 
more  grand  Entertainments  on  all  folemn  and  joyful  Qc- 
cafions,  and  they  expend  more  Brandy,  Rum,  and  Ar¬ 
rack,  more  Wines  of  foreign  Growth,  more  Cyder  and 
Perry,  more  Beer  and  Ale,  and  more  fpirituous  Liquors 
of  all  Sorts,  than  any  other  People. 

However  Butcher’s  Meat ,  efpecially  Beef,  is  reputed  to 
be  the  principal  and  proper  nouriihment  for  this  Country. 

On  this  account,  and  by  way  of  Preheminence,  to  lhew 
their  good  liking  to  Beef,  they  ft'le  a  part  of  the  Beef, 
by  the  Name  of  a  Sirloin.  The  People,  in  general,  are 
great  Flejh  Eaters ,  and  generally  eat  Butcher’s  Meat 
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boiled,  roafted,  or  baked.  People  of  Fafhion  launch  out 
into  rich  Soup,  Ragoo’s,  Fricafees,  Fowl,  Fifh,  Venifon, 
Game  of  all  Sorts,  and  Wild  Fowl.  And  fome  of  the 
Nobility,  Corporations,  and  City  Companies,  have  ar¬ 
rived  at  fuch  an  excels  in  eating,  that  they  wafte  and  de~ 
ftroy  more  Victuals  at  one  Meal,  or  Entertainment,  to, 
pleafe  the  Appetite,  and  to  feed  the  Eye,  than  would  luffice 
to  feed  and  maintain  a  large  Hofpital  for  a  Week. 

The  Englijh  excel  in  Pudding,  a  viand  almoft  peculiar 
to  them,  and  prepared  with  very  great  Variety.  They 
are  alfo  famous  for  minced  Pies,  Brawn,  Venifon  Pafties, 
and  Goofe-pies  about  Chrijhnas.. 

The  Country  People,  Farmers,  and  fuch  as  are  em¬ 
ployed  under  them,  live  much  upon  Eggs,  Bacon,  Greens, 
and  the  Produce  of  their  own  Lands.  The  Labourers  in 
moil  employs  live  much  upon  Bread  and  Cheefe,  Butter 
and  Potatoes. 

Drinking.  The  Take  of  the  Populace,  which  fome  Years  ago 
ran  fo  much  after  fpirituous  Liquors  made  of  Malt,  and 
retified  under  various  Names,  is  very  much  leffened. 
The  lower  Clafs  of  People  are  content  with  Geneva  :  the 
induftrious  Labourer  with  Porter,  or  a  Draught  of  good 
Malt  Liquor  :  the  middle  Sort  of  People  delight  in  Punch, 
a  Compofition  of  Rum,  or  French  Brandy,  or  Arrack,  with 
"Water,  Sugar,  and  Lemon  or  four  Orange  :  and  the  Gen¬ 
try  and  opulent  Part  of  the  Nation  confume  v aft  Quan¬ 
tities  of  French ,  Madeira ,  Fort ,  Lijbon ,  Mountain ,  Ac. 
Wines. 

Drinking  has  introduced  almoft  a  general  Ufe  of 
Tabacco,  which  is  fmoaked  commonly  in  Taverns,  &c. 

The  Ufe  of  Coffee,  Tea  and  Chocolate,  efpecially 
Tea,  is  become  almoft  univerfal  for  Breakfaft,  and  for  an 
Afternoon  Beveridge,  amongft  the  meaneft,  as  well  as  the 
higneft  Degree. 

Apparel.  The  general  Cloathing  of  the  Men  is  Woollen  Manu¬ 
facture,  who,  according  to  their  State  and  Condition  of 
Life,  can  be  fupplied  with  finer  or  coarfer  Broad  Cloths, 
Druggets,  Serges,  Gfc.  of  our  own  Manufacture ;  and 
formerly  I  can  remember  a  rich  Shop-keeper,  and  Artificer, 
a  Merchant,  and  private  Gentleman,  were  content  with 
a  fuit  of  Superfine  Cloth  of  Britijh  Manufacture.  But 
now  Clerks  in  public  Offices  and  Compting-houfes,  Bai- 
kers  at  Sale  Shops,  and  Servants  to  Haberdafhers,  Mer¬ 
cers, 
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cers,  &c.  following  the  modern  Example  of  their  Mas¬ 
ters,  drefs  beyond  their  Condition  of  Life,  appear  in 
Brocades,  or  Cloths  daubed  with  Gold  or  Silver  Lace. 

So  that  it  has  become  difficult  to  diftinguifh  a  Taylor  or 
Barber,  from  a  Perfon  of  Quality  and  Fortune,  otherwife 
than  by  the  Aukwardnefs  of  their  Mein,  and  their  Want 
of  a  genteel  Behaviour. 

If  we  view  the  Female  Race,  we  are  Hill  more  be¬ 
wildered,  to  diftinguifh  the  Condition  or  Station  of  Life 
by  the  Drefs  of  the  Women.  Servants  that  were  once 
efteemed  for  their  appearing  in  Character  with  good  home 
fpun  Linen,  and  a  Linfey  Woolfey  Gown  and  Coat, 
drefs  their  Heads  with  Gauze,  Lace,  and  Ribbon,  and 
endeavour  to  equal  their  Miftreftes  in  both  the  Richnefs 
and  Fafhion  of  their  Apparel,  mix  with  the  politeft 
Company  that  aflemble  at  Places  of  public  Refort  :  and  it 
is  not  poffible  by  their  Drefs,  to  diftinguifh  the  Milliner, 
Mantua-maker,  or  even  the  Servants  of  a  mean  Mechanic, 
drefted  up  in  Silks,  Brocades,  Laces,  Ear-rings,  Neck¬ 
laces,  Solitaires,  &c.  from  the  Daughters  of  Gentlemen 
of  Figure  and  Fortune.  And  if  we  view  the  Gentry  and 
Nobility,  our  Eyes  are  loft  in  Amazement,  while  we  ad¬ 
mire  the  Richnefs  and  the  Beauty  of  their  Apparel,  in 
every  Part  thereof,  not  knowing  what  to  admire  moft, 
whence  fuch  Riches  and  fuch  Quantities  of  Silk,  &c.  can 
be  procured,  or  where  Money  is  got  to  purchafe  fuch 
immenfe  Quantities  of  thofe  rich  Drefles,  that  are  dailv 
changing  from  Fafhion  to  Fafhion,  and  vying  with  each 
other  to  exceed  in  the  Expence. 

To  the  Apparel  we  muft  add  the  luxurious  Living  in¬ 
troduced  of  late  Year  by  not  only  the  Opulent,  but  Tradef- 
men  and  Shop-keepers  of  {lender  Fortunes  ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  mention  the  IncreafeQ  or  rather  the  Extenfton  of 
Equipage^  which  is  not  confined,  as  formerly,  to  the 
Rank  of  Gentlemen  of  great  Eftates,  or  within  the  CEco- 
nomy  of  our  Forefathers,  who  introduced  Body-carriages 
for  Convenience,  rather  than  Oftentation.  For,  of  late 
Years  the  Men  of  Fortune  lavifh  away  the  greateft  Part 
of  their  Eftates  in  a  ridiculous  prodigality  to  excel  each 
other  in  Coaches,  Chariots,  Horfes,  Number  of  Servants, 
and  Richnefs  of  Liveries  ;  and  the  Merchants  and  Trades¬ 
men,  even  fo  low  as  a  Coffin-maker,  Peruke-maker,  and 
Gingerbread-baker,  frequently  ruin  both  themfelves  and 
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their  Creditors,  by  a  mad  Imitation  of  their  Superiors. 
Infomuch  that  the  Duty  laid  upon  Wheel-Carriages 
about  twenty  Years  ago,  is  now  above  double  it  was  at 
the  firft  Impofition  thereof,  and,  as  we  are  properly  in¬ 
formed,  this  Duty  increafes  yearly. 

44  This  evil  of  Vanity,  fays  a  celebrated  Writer,  with 
44  many  others,  proceeds  from  a  certain  gaiety  of  Heart, 
44  which  has  crept  into  Mens  very  Thoughts  and  Na- 
44  ture.  And  hence,  fays  he,  it  happens  that  the  Paf- 
44  fions  and  Adventures  of  Heroes,  when  they  enter  the 
44  Lifts  for  the  Tournament  in  Romances,  are  not  more 
44  eafxly  diftingui/habie  by  their  Palfreys,  and  their  Ar- 
44  mour  than  the  fecret  Springs  and  AffeHions  of  the 
44  feveral  Pretenders  to  ftiow  amongft  us,  are  known 
44  in  ordinary  Life  by  their  Equipages.  For,  as  the 
44  Matter  now  ftands,  every  Man  takes  it  in  his  Head, 
44  that  he  has  a  Liberty  to  fpend  his  Money,  according 
44  to  his  own  Fancy,  in  fpite  of  all  Order,  Juftice  and 
44  Deco-  urn.  And  i  muft  conclude,  there  is  nothing  can 
44  afford  a  difcerning  Eye  greater  occafion  for  Mirth, 
44  than  this  licentious  Huddle  of  Qualities  and  Cha- 
44  rafters  in  the  Equipages  of  the  Metropolis  of  this 
44  Kingdom.” 

The  Recreations  in  this  Kingdom,  perhaps  include  all 
the  Methods  ufed  by  foreign  Nations,  and  add  many 
ethers;  as  hunting  Red  and  fallow  Deer,  Hares,  Foxes, 
and  Otters:  Shooting  Pheafants,  Woodcocks,  Par¬ 
tridges,  Wild  Fowl  of  all  Sorts,  of  which  England  breeds 
a  great  Plenty  :  Fifhing  with  Nets,  and  Hooks  and  Lines 
for  Salmon,  Tench,  Carp,  Pike,  1  rout,  and  a  vaft  Va¬ 
riety  of  Sea,  as  well  as  frefti  Water  Fifh  :  Horfe  Racing, 
Cock  Fighting,  Eull  Baiting,  Foot  Ball,  Skittles,  Nine 
Pins,  Tennis,  Fives,  Cricket,  Trap-ball,  Prifon-bafe, 
Bowling,  Shittle-cock,  Quoits,  Leaping,  Cudglmg, 
Wreftling,  Shuffle-board,  Billiards,  Back- gammon  Ta¬ 
ble,  Chefs,  Draughts,  Dice,  Cards,  Ringing  of  Bells, 
Mafquerades,  Theatrical  Entertainments,  Balls,  Dan¬ 
cing,  Singing,  Concerts  of  Mufical  Inftruments,  &c. 
Ringing  of  Bells  is  a  Recreation  peculiar  to  this 
Nation. 

To  prevent  the  Excefs  of  any  of  thefe  Recreations, 
there  are  divers  Laws  made  of  late  Years  :  for  example, 
the  Game  AH,  to  prevent  the  Deftruction  of  Game : 

the 
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The  Fiftiing  Act  to  preferve  the  youngSpawn  or  Brood  of 
Fifh :  The  feveral  Laws  againft  exceflive  gaming  at 
Dice  and  Cards  :  The  Power  given  to  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  and  Magiftrates  in  their  refpeftive  Corporations,  to 
prevent  the  Corruption  of  the  People,  by  fupprefling  all 
Sorts  of  Gaming  in  Public  Houfes,  and  regulating  all 
public  Diverfions  of  Dancing,  Lfr.  Therefore  great  care 
ought  to  be  taken  that  fuch  an  important  Commifflon  be 
not  given  to  either  illiterate,  or  inefficient  Men,  or  to 
fuch  who  would  make  Juftice  a  {talking  Horfe  to  their 
Trade,  Employment,  or  private  Intereft. 

England  has  fome  Recreations  or  Exercifes  peculiar  to 
itfelf ;  amongft  thefe  we  {hall  admit  Bowling,  which  is 
pracStifed  two  Ways,  viz.  the  one  is  called  Long  Bowls , 
when  by  mere  Strength  of  Arm  an  Iron  Bullet,  by  fome 
called  a  Pellet ,  is  call  or  thrown  at  full  Length,  againft 
the  Length  of  another.  The  other  is  a  Play  with  bowls 
at  a  Mark  called  the  Jack ,  upon  a  Bowling  Green ,  generally 
a  fquare  Piece  of  Ground,  very  flat,  covered  with  a  very 
fliort  green  T urff,  and  kept  very  neat. 

Foot-hall  is  the  popular  exercife  in  frofty  Weather, 
and  the  Itch  of  Cock-fighting  and  Horfe-racing  is  not 
only  the  Diverfion  of  the  Public  ;  but  has  led  fome  of 
our  firft  Gentry  and  Quality  into  Temptations  to  ruin 
themfelves  and  Families,  by  laying  injudicious  Wagers 
upon  the  Hoof  of  a  Horfe,  and  the  Heel  of  a  Cock. 

The  Scum  of  the  People,  in  fome  Places,  retain  that 
barbarous  Sport  of  throwing  at  Cocks,  and  baiting  of 
Bulls  with  Dogs.  But  the  Magiftrates  in  moft  of  our 
large  Cities  and  Towns,  do  all  in  their  Power  to  prevent 
that  Cuftom  amongft  the  Populace,  and  have,  in  a 
great  Meafure,  put  a  flop  to  it  in  and  about  the  Me¬ 
tropolis 

As  it  is  well  obferved  by  many  Authors,  that  we  may  Difem- 
judge  of  the  Difeafes  of  a  People,  by  their  Way  of  Living,  Pers* 
and  the  Climate  and  Soil  of  their  Country  :  So  we  {hall 
find  that  the  moft:  predominate  Difeafes  in  England  are  the 
Rickets  in  Children,  proceeding  from  the  Moifture  of  the 
Air.  The  Scurvy,  from  its  Saltnefs,  and  too  much  eat¬ 
ing  of  Flefti  Meat ;  and  the  Confumption,  from  its 
Grofsnefs.  The  Rickets  are  only  incident  to  Children 
in  their  firft  Stage  of  walking :  The  Scurvy  preys  upon 
all,  efpecially  thofe,  who  feed  too  high  on  Butcher’s 
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Meat,  Spices,  -and  ftrong  Soups  :  And  the  Confump-. 
tion  happens  to  many  by  their  intemperate  and  de-’ 
bauched  Way  of  Living,  or  proceeds  from  Colds, 
Rheums  and  Coughs.  The  Inhabitants  in  the  low  and 
fenny  Grounds  are  very  fubjedt  to  Agues  and  Rheuma- 
tifms.  No  Nation  is  more  afflidted  with  the  Gout,  Gra¬ 
vel,  and  Stone  :  And  few  can  keep  themfelves  from  Cho- 
lics,  and  Surfeits;  if  they  pay  no  Regard  to  their  Con- 
ftitutions,  but  eat  and  drink  without  Fear,  and  without 
Meafure,  of  any  Thing  that  comes  to  Hand,  to  pleafe 
their  Appetite. 


Of  the  Religion  of  this  Nation. 


"HIS  great  Trading  Nation,  in  the  midft  of  all  their 


-3-  Endeavours  to  excel  in  Trade  and  Commerce,  have 
not  been  unmindful  of  the  Hand,  from  whom  a  Bleffing 
comes  upon  their  Labour  and  Induftry.  The  Religion 
and  Piety  of  the  People  are  as  confpicuous  as  their  Trade, 
and  Manufactures. 

In  the  View  we  fhall  take  of  Religion,  it  is  not  our 
Province  to  enter  into  polemical  Debates,  or  to  inquire 
into  the  Caufes  of  the  many  Opinions,  or  to  v/ork  up  an 
odious  Reprefentation  of  thofe,  who  diffent  from  the 
eftablifhed  Church,  or  differ  from  each  other  in  Modes, 
Ceremonies  or  Doctrine ;  while  every  one  feeks  after 
God,  and  worfhips  him  according  to  the  beft  of  his  Abi¬ 
lities.  To  be  fure  ChriJUanily  is  broken  in  this  Realm 
into  more  Sebts  and  Schifms,  than,  perhaps,  were  ever 
found  in  any  Nation.  But  it  may  be  faid,  with  as  much 
Truth,  that  it  was  never  known  that  any  People  were 
ever  fo  heartily  and  fincerely  united  in  this  Grand  Princi¬ 
ple,  “  to  feek  the  Lord  with  Singlenefs  of  Heart.”  The 
moft  defpifed  of  th  fe  Sects  ferve  the  Lord  v/ith  Glad- 
nefs,  and  come  before  him  with  Thanfgiving,  and  know 
no  other  God,  but  him.  Therefore  I  am  of  Opinion, 
With  Biuiop  Ridley ,  and  Bifhop  Hooper ,  who  died  for 
their  Religion,  and  confeffed,  That  the  Root  of  Religion 
might  be  found,  w'here  the  Bloffom  had  not  the  fame  fra¬ 
grance,  and  that  Faith,  Hope,  Love,  and  other  Christian 
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Graces  might  be  preferved,  where  they  differed  in  the 
Circumftances. 

The  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  eftablifhed,  and  re¬ 
formed  from  the  Errors  of  Popery ,  may  be  properly  Ailed 
the  Mother  and  Protectrefs  of  the  Proteftant  Churches 
throughout  the  World,  as  well  as  the  Glory  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelic  Body.  It  is  a  Hierarchy  under  the  Jurifdidtion  of 
Bifhops,  Subjected  to  the  Prince  upon  the  Throne,  as  / ,ie  K-‘nS 
fupreme,  and  without  whofe  Conge  d'  Eli  ere,  no  Bifhop  1 
can  be  eledted  into  that  Office  and  Dignity  of  the  Church. 

But  after  their  Confecration  the  Bifhops  fit  and  Vote 
with  the  Temporal  Lords  in  the  Ploufe  of  Peers. 

Two  of  thefe  Bifhops  for  the  Sees  of  Canterbury  and 
York,  are  dignified  with  the  Title  of  Mojl  Reverend,  and 
are  honoured  as  Dukes,  with  the  Title  of  Grace.  The 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  is  the  firft  Peer  of  the  Realm, 
next  the  Royal  Family,  and  takes  Place  not  only  of 
Dukes,  but  of  the  chief  Officers  of  the  Crown  ;  and  the 
Archbifhop  of  York  takes  Place  after  the  Lord  High 
Chancellor,  or  Lord  Keeper. 

TheEcclefiaftical  State,  therefore,  confifts  offeveralDe-  Eegfees  in 
grees  or  Ranks  of  Men:  Some  that  differ  by  their  Orders,  °lders‘ 
as  Bi/hops,  Priejls,  and  Deacons  :  Some  by  their  Dignities,  xnDio-nity. 
as  Archbijbops ,  Deans,  Arch-Deacons ,  Rural  Deans,  Pre¬ 
bendaries,  and  Canons:  Some  by  their  Stations,  as  Rec¬ 
tors,  Vicars ,  and  Curates  ;  and  all  are  divided  into  fuperior 
and  inferior  Clergy  ;  under  which  Names  the  Clergy  are 
reprefented  in  the  upper  and  lower  Ploufes  of  Convocation  ; 
or  national  Council  of  the  ecclefiaftic  Part  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  ;  an  Aflembly  that  is  compofed  of  the  Bifhops  and 
Reprefentatives  of  the  Clergy  in  the  Province  of  York,  alfo 
convoked  or  fummoned  by  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  pur¬ 
suant  to  the  King’s  Writ  to  him  directed,  as  well  as  to 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury . 

The  Convocation  is  held  during  the  Seffion  of  Parlia-  The  Con- 
ment.  The  upper  Houfe  confifts  of  the  Bifhops,  and  the  vocation* 
lower  Houfe,  of  the  inferior  Clergy,  who  are  reprefented 
by  their  Proctors,  viz.  one  Proctor  for  every  Chapter, 
two  for  the  Clergy  of  every  Diocefe,  twenty-two  Deans, 
fifty-three  Archdeacons,  twenty-four  Prebendaries,  and 
forty-four  Prodtors  of  the  Diocefan  Clergy  j  in  all  One 
Hundred  and  forty-three  Divines. 
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The  lower  Houfe  choofes  a  Prolocutor,  or  Speaker* 
whofe  Bufinefs  is  to  regulate  the  Forms  of  the  Houfe, 
to  fee  that  the  Members  attend,  to  collect  the  Debates  and 
Votes,  and  to  carry  their  Refolutions  to  the  Upper  Houfe, 
The  Power  of  the  Convocation  is  limitted  by  a  Statute 
of  Henry  VIII.  fo  as  to  prevent  their  making  any  Canons, 
or  ecclefiaftical  Laws,  without  the  King’s  Licence.  Nor 
when  they  put  them  in  Execution,  can  they  do  it,  but 
under  feveral  Reftridlions.  They  may  examine  or  cen- 
fure  heretical  Books  and  Perfons  ;  but  there  lies  an  Ap¬ 
peal  to  the  King  in  Chancery,  or  to  his  Delegates.  But 
the  Members  are  intitled  to  Privileges  of  Parliament. 
Epifcopal  The  Jurifdicfion  of  Bifliops  is  merely  ecclefiaftical, 
Jurifdic-  ancj  con£ned  to  that  certain  DiftriH  or  Diocefe,  over 
°n’  which  each  of  them  is  placed.  In  each  Diocefe  they  have 
a  Spiritual  Court ;  of  which  more  particularly  hereafter. 
They  have  the  foie  Power  of  Ordination,  and  to  grant 
Inftitution  to  Benefices,  and  to  command  induction  to 
be  given. 

Revenue  of  Their  Revenues  are  not  equal ;  fome  of  them,  as  the 
the  Clergy.  Biftioprick  of  Durham,  very  rich  :  Others,  as  Rocbejier , 
not  a  tenth  Part  fo  much  :  yet  all  of  them  made  fufficient, 
by  Preferments,  either  annexed  or  held  in  Commendam ,  to 
fupport  the  Dignity  of  a  Bifhop  of  the  Church  of 
England ,  and  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

Hardships  However,  the  Difparity  in  the  Value  of  Church 
of  the  Infe  Livings,  and  the  Maintenance  of  the  inferior  Clergy  are 
norClergy.  matters  Gf  mQre  ferious  Confideration.  Some  Livings 
only  ferve  to  fliew  the  Opulence  of  the  Church,  while 
they  ftarve  the  Curates,  that  perform  the  Duty  and 
Drudgery  of  the  Parifh  :  And  the  little  Care,  that  is 
taken  by  fome  Plurahlls,  laden  with  Church  Preierments, 
to  provide  learned  and  pious  Minifters  to  refide  in  their 
Parifhes  for  the  Cure  of  Souls ,  gives  great  Reafon  to  appiy 
the  24th  Article  of  Religion,  where  we  read,  “  Al- 
it  though  in  the  vifibls  Church  the  Evil  be  ever  ming- 
“  led  with  the  good,  and  fometime  the  evil  have  chief 
st  Authority  in  the  Adminftration  of  the  Word  and  Sa- 
“  craments";  yet  for  as  much  as  they  do  not  the  fame  in 
“  their  own  Name,  but  in  ChrijT s,  and  do  mmifter  by 
tc  his  Commiffion  and  Authority,  v.  e  may  me  their  Mi- 
tc  niftry  both  in  hearing  the  Word,  cf  God,  and  in  re- 
<c  ceivinp-  the  Sacraments.  Neither  is  the  Efteft  of 

Chrifd  s 
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“  Chrift’ s  Ordinance  taken  away  by  their  Wickednefs,  nor 
“the  Grace  of  God’s  Gifts  diminished  from  fuch,  as  by 
“  Faith,  and  rightly  do  receive  the  Sacraments  miniftred 
“  unto  them,  which  be  effectual,  becaufe  of  Chrift’ s  In- 
“  ftitution  and  Promife,  altho’  they  be  miniftred  by  evil 
“  Aden.” 

By  which  Practice,  this  Church  fwarms  with  unbene¬ 
ficed  Clergy,  and  they  reduced  to  a  State  much  below  not 
only  the  meaneft  Priefts  in  any  Part  of  the  Chrijlian  Church, 
but  to  ferve  their  Cures  for  lefs  than  the  Hire  of  a  common 
Day-Labourer.  An  Evil  that  muft  continue  to  the  Dif- 
grace  of  the  Church  of  England  fo  long,  as  Intereft  can 
prevail  with  Patrons  to  heap  Living  upon  Living,  and  the 
Legiflature  delays  to  put  a  ftop  to  Pluralities  in  the 
Church. 

There  is  alfo  a  middling  Rank  of  Clergy  in  the  Church, 
which  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  Names  of  Dean ,  Archdeacon , 
Rural  Dean ,  Prebendary  and  Canon ,  who  anfwer  to  the 
Diftindtion  of  the  Gentry  amongft  Laity,  between  the  No¬ 
bility  and  inferior  Sort  of  the  People. 

I  he  Dean  is  an  Ecclefiaftical  Magiftrate,  next  in  de¬ 
gree,  and  an  Affiftant  to  the  Bifhop  in  Cathedral  and 
Collegiate  Churches  ;  his  Title  or  Name  is  derived  from 
prefiding  over  ten  Canons  or  Prebendaries,  and  makes  a 
Chapter  with  fuch  as  are  canonici  Adtu  *  .  Both  Deans  and 
Prebendaries  ought  to  refide  in  their  refpective  Churches, 
to  frequent  public  Worfhip,  and  to  preach  and  adminifter 
the  Lord’s  Supper  at  proper  feafons.  They  are  fet  alfo  up 
as  Lights  in  the  Church,  for  the  Example  of  the  inferior 
Clergy  in  their  Lives  and  Doctrine,  and  are  obliged  to 
obey  all  epifcopal  Summons.  And  it  is  to  thefe  that  the 
King’s  Conge  d’  Eli  ere  is  directed  for  the  choice  of  a  new 
Bifhop,  when  their  See  is  vacant. 

There  are  another  Sort  of  Deans,  who  are  only  hono¬ 
rary,  having  no  Jurifdidtion.  Such  are  the  Deans  of  the 
Chapel  Royal,  of  St.  George’s  Chapel  at  JVindfor ,  of  the 
Church  at  Rippon  in  Torkjhire ,  and  in  Gucrnfey.  And 
the  Deans  of  Croydon  in  Surry ,  of  Battle  in  Suffex ,  and 

*  There  are  two  Sorts  of  Prebendaries  or  Canons  :  fome 
Canoni ci  attu,  who  have  a  right  to  Vote  in  the  Chapter  :  the 
other  Canonici  in  herba,  who  have  a  Stall  in  the  Choir,  but  no 
Vote  or  Authority  in  the  Chapter. 
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fome  few  others,  are  Deans  without  any  Chapter,  yet  en¬ 
joy  fome  Sort  of  Jurifdiction. 

Archdeacons ,  fo  called  from  their  peculiar  Charge  in  the 
Primitive  Church  over  the  Deacons,  are  alfo  Affiftants- 16 
theBifhops  in  Church  Government,  and  their  Dignity  is 
next  after  the  Bifhops.  There  is  one  or  more  in  every 
Diocefe,  for  difpatch  of  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs.  The 
Archdeacon  vifits  his  particular  DiftriH,  called  the  Arch¬ 
deaconry ,  the  two  A  ears  between  the  Bifliops  triennial 
Vifitation,  and  then  enquires  into  the  Reparations  and 
Moveables  belonging  to  the  Churches  within  his  Jurifdic¬ 
tion  :  reforms  abufes  in  Ecclehaftical  Matters,  and  brino-s 
the  more  v/eighty  Affairs  before  the  Bifhop.  And  by  the 
Bilhcp’s  Mandate  he  is  to  indudl  Clerks  into  their  Bene¬ 
fices,  and  to  give  them  Pofl'effion  of  all  the  Profits 
thereof. 

Rural  Deans,  were  of  old  called  Archi-Prejlyteri ,  and 
are  a  fubordinate  Degree  to  the  Archdeacons.  Their  pe¬ 
culiar  Charge,  was  of  old,  to  fuperintend  a  certain  Num¬ 
ber  of  Priefts  or  Minifters,  within  their  rural  Deanery, 
which  is  a  Subdivifion  of  the  Anch-Deaconry  :  But  now 
their  Duty  of  Office  feems  to  be  no  more  than  to  convoke 
the  Clergy,  and  to  fignify  unto  them  the  Bifhop’s  Plea- 
fure,  when  ordered  by  the  Diocefan  ;  and  to  fupply  the 
Place  of  the  Archdeacon  in  giving  Induction  to  a  Benefice. 

There  are  alfo  various  Diftinctions  amongft  the  inferior 
Clergy,  known  by  the  Names  of  Retrtors,  Vicars,  and  Cu¬ 
rates.  Recftors  are  poffefted  of  Livings,  whofe  predial 
Tythe  is  not  impropriate.  Vicars,  whofe  Livings  are 
called  Impropriations  :  And  Curates,  who  ferve  the  Cure 
for  a  certain  ftipend.  Curates  were  originally  allowed  to 
reprefent  the  Parfon,  Vicar,  or  Incumbent  of  a  Church, 
and  to  officiate  in  the  Performance  of  divine  Service,  &c. 
in  his  ftead,  where  it  was  found  neceflary  in  Cafe  of  Plu¬ 
ralities  of  Livings,  Sicknefs  and  Infirmity,  or  other 
lawful  Caufe  of  Non-refidence.  .He  is  to  be  admitted 
and  licenfed  by  the  Bifhop  of  the  Diocefe,  or  Ordinary, 
having  Epifcopal  Jurifdiction.  By  the  Statute  Curates, 
licenfed  by  the  Bifhop,  are  to  be  appointed  by  him  a  Sti¬ 
pend,  not  exceeding  50/.  per  Annum,  and  not  lefs  than 
20 1.  One  Perfon  cannot  be  Curate  in  two  Churches, 
unlefs  he  read  both  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer  in  both 
Places  nor  can  he  ferve  one  Cure  on  one  Sunday,  and 

another 
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fTnother  on  the  next,  except  it  be  of  a  Church  or  Chapel 
dependant  on  the  Parifh-church  ;  or  a  Church  not  able 
to  maintain  a  Curate.  A  Curate  may  be  removed  at  the 
Plealure  of  the  Bifhop  or  Incumbent. 

The  Ordination  of  Minifters  by  Bifhops,  is  founded  Of  Ordina- 
upon  the  PraCtice  of  the  Apoftles  themfelves,  and  of  the  t‘on* 
Church  in  the  apoftolic  Age.  By  which  Epifcopacy  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  an  Order  in  the  Church  of  Chrijl ,  and  not  a 
bare  extenfion  of  Prefby tery,  or  the  Priefthood,  as  fome  of 
the  Reformers  contended.  And  befides  this,  the  Church 
of  England  admits  of  the  Order  of  a  Prieft,  and  the  Order 
of  a  Deacon  :  The  Prieft  is  ordained  to  adminifter  God’s 
Word  and  Sacraments,  being  twenty-four  Years  of  Age, 
and  is  capable  of  an  Ecclefiaftical  Promotion  ;  but  a  Dea¬ 
con  cannot  be  ordained  till  he  be  turned  of  twenty-two 
Years,  and  with  no  other  Power  than  to  affift  the  Prieft 
in  the  Diftribution  of  the  Holy  Communion  ;  or  to  admi¬ 
nifter  the  Wine  to  the  Communicants.  However,  we 
often  fee,  and  it  is  now  looked  upon  as  a  Matter  in  courfe, 
as  foon  as  a  young  Stripling  is  ordained  a  Deacon,  he 
reads  in  the  Church,  adminirters  Baptifm,  and  fteps  into 
the  Pulpit,  where  he  takes  upon  him  the  Adminiftration  of 
God’s  Word  by  preaching. 

The  Bifhop  at  certain  ftated  Times  (generally  once  in  Of  epifco- 
three  Years)  takes  a  Perambulation  to  vifit  the  Clergy 
his  Diocefe.  A  very  godly  Intent  !  to  enquire  into  Of¬ 
fences  committed  by  the  Clergy,  againft  Juftice,  Piety, 
and  Sobriety  ;  and  fhould  it  be  done  effectually,  it  might 
be  made  ferviceable  to  the  Church  t  But  in  the  manner  it  is 
now  praCtifed,  fays  a  late  Writer,  no  matter  whether  it 
ever  be  done  or  no.  For,  the  whole  Bufinefs  appears  to  be 
nothing  more  than  to  colleCt  Fees  from  the  Clergy,  for 
the  Exhibition  of  their  Letters  of  Orders  ;  and  without 
any  further  regard  to  their  Conduct,  than  giving  them  a 
Charge  to  behave  well  in  their  refpeCtive  Stations  ;  tho’ 
it  often  happens  that  fome  of  them  deferve  fevere  rebuke 
and  correction  for  Non-refidence,  Oppreflion  of  their  Cu¬ 
rates,  immoral  Lives,  and  for  not  providing  able  and  pi¬ 
ous  Minifters  to  perform  the  Cure,  which  they  cannot, 
or  will  not  attend. 


As  to  the  Doffrine  of  the  Church  of  England ;  its  Puri-  Do&rineof 
ty,  and  entire  Conformity  to  the  Word  of  God  is  to  be  the  Church 
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read  in  the  thirty  nine  Articles ;  which  is  her  Confeffion  of 
Faith  ;  and  in  her  flomilies  fet  forth  by  Authority. 

Her  Ceremonies  are  recorded  in  her  Canons,  and  brought 
as  near  as  poffible  to  the  decent  Standard  of  apoftolic 
Church-communion:  amongft  which  are  the  Ufe  of  the 
Surplice,  in  the  Performance  of  divine  Offices,  and  the 
Sign  of  the  Crofs  in  Baptifm,  which  gave  fo  much 
Offence  to  fome  in  the  firft  Heat  of  Separation  from  the 
Idolatry  of  Rome ,  that  it  occafioned  their  diffenting  from 
the  effablifhed  Church,  and  laid  the  Foundation  of  that 
Separation,  which  continues  to  this  Day,  amongft  us, 
about  Church-comrnunion.  How  far  fuch  Ceremonies 
can  warrant  a  Separation  from  a  Church,  that  teacheth 
the  Truth  of  the  Gofpel,  let  them  confider,  who  have 
done  it,  or  may  be  folicited  fo  to  do. 

But  the  Church  of  England  fliines  in  no  part  fo  much, 
as  in  her  Liturgy.  If  the  Diffenters  condemn  it,  only  as 
a  fet  Form,  let  them  hear  Dr.  Comber ,  who  declares 
that,  ‘c  No  Church  was  ever  bleffed  with  fo  comprehen- 
“  five,  fo  exaeft,  and  fo  inoffenfive  a  Liturgy,  as  ours  ; 
“  which  is  fo  judicioufly  contrived,  that  the  wifeft  may 
“  exercife  at  once  their  Knowledge  and  Devotion  ;  and 
“  yet  fo  plain,  that  the  moft  ignorant  may  pray  with 
“  underftanding  ;  fo  full,  that  nothing  is  omitted,  which 
“  ought  to  be  afked  in  puplic  ;  and  fo  particular,  that  it 
t£  comprifeth  moft  things,  which  we  would  afk  in  private  ; 
c‘  and  yet  fo  fhort,  as  not  to  tire  any  that  have  true  De- 
cc  votion.  Its  doiftrine  is  pure  and  primitive ;  its  Cere- 
4C  monies  fo  few  and  innocent,  that  moft  of  the  Chriftian 
“  World  agree  in  them  :  its  Method  is  exadl  and  natu- 
“  ral,  its  language  fignificant  and  perfpicuous,  moft  of 
“  the  Words  and  rhrafes  being  taken  out  of  the  holy 
“  Scripture,  and  the  reft  are  the  Exprelfions  of  the  firft 
<c  and  pureft  Ages. — And,  in  the  Opinion  oi  the  moft 
“  impartial  and  excellent  Grotius  (who  was  no  Mem- 
“  her  of,  nor  had  any  obligation  to  this  Church)  the 
“  Englijh  Liturgy  comes  fo  near  the  primitive  Pat- 
“  tern,  that  none  of  the  reformed  Churches  can  compare 
“  with  it.” 

Again  he  fays ;  “  In  the  Prayers  a  Scholar  can  dif- 
“  cern  clofe  Logic,  pltafing  Rhetoric,  pure  Divinity, 

and  the  very  Marrow  of  the  antient  Dodtrine  and  Dii- 
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<{  cipline  ;  and  yet  all  made  fo  familiar,  that  the  unlearn- 
cc  ed  may  fafely  fay.  Amen.” 

The  Churches  or  Places  confeerated  or  fet  apart  by  epif-  Divers 
copal  Authority,  for  public  W orfhip,  are  diftinguifhed  tiopnpse  0f 
by  feveral  Names,  as  Cathedral ,  Collegiate ,  and  Parochial  Churches. 
Churches,  and  Chapels  of  Eafe  :  and  thefe  are  fub-diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  Names  of  Abbeys,  Minfters,  Redlories, 
Vicarages,  Curacies,  and  Donatives. 

The  Cathedral  Church  is  the  Seat  of  the  epifcopal  Cathedral. 
Chair,  or  chief  Church  in  every  Diocefe.  The  Co  He-  Collegiate. 
giate  Church  has  no  Bilhop’s  Chair  in  it,  but  has  the 
Retinue  of  a  Bifhop,  fuch  as  Canons  and  Prebendaries, 
as  at  Ripon ,  JVindfor ,  &c.  or  Fellows,  as  at  Man- 
chejler ,  See.  and  are  governed  by  Deans  and  Chapters ,  or 
by  Warden  and  Fellovjs.  Some  of  thofe  Churches  have 
epifcopal  Rights  ;  and  fome  of  them  were  anciently  Ab- 
bies,  which  have  been  fecularized.  And  they  are  all  re¬ 
garded  in  the  fame  Manner  as  Cathedrals  in  Matters  of 
divine  Service.  The  Parochial  Church  is  the  Provifion  “aroc'1‘ah 
made  for  divine  Service,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  Offices  in 
every  Parifh,  according  to  the  Adi  of  Uniformity ;  wherein 
the  Parifhioners  have  the  Sacraments  adminiftered,  Marri¬ 
ages  folemnized,  Children  chriftened.  Women  churched. 

Banns  publifhed,  and  their  Dead  buried.  But  a  Parochial 
Church  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  Nature  of  its  Foundation  : 

It  is  called  a  Reffory,  if  collated  with  all  its  Rights,  Reftory. 
Tythes  and  Glebes.  It  is  called  a  Picarage,  if  the  pre-  Vicarage, 
dial  T ythes  thereof,  are  impropriated,  or  appropriated, 

2.  e.  if  they  belong  either  to  a  College,  or  to  a  Chapter, 
or  to  a  Lay-man,  who  receives  the  great  Tythe,  and  pof- 
felfes  the  Glebe,  and  only  allows  the  Minifter  of  the 
Church,  fo  endowed,  either  the  fmall  Tythes,  or  a  certain 
Salary  or  Stipend,  or  convenient  Modus.  Both  thefo 
Kinds  of  Livings  require  Inftitution  and  Indudlion. 

Curacies  are  fuch  Churches,  whofe  Tythes  are  impropri-  Curacy, 
ate,  and  have  not  fo  much  as  an  Endowment  for  a  Vicar  ; 
and  they  are  called  perpetual  Curates  ;  becaufe  they  are  not 
removeable  at  the  Bifhop’s  or  Patron’s  Pleafure  ;  and  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  temporary  Curacies  ferved  under  an 
Incumbent  for  fuch  a  Salary,  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  Parties  j  from  which  the  Curate,  having  neither  Infti¬ 
tution  nor  Indudlion,  may  be  removed  at  the  Will  of  the 
Bifhop  or  Incumbent,  that  employs  him.  Chapels  of  Eafe  chapel  of 
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are  Branches,  and  commonly  ferved  by  Curates  appointed 
by  the  Minifters,  of  Parochial  Churches,  and  take  their 
Name  from  their  intention  to  eafe  the  different  Parts  of 
the  Parifh  from  the  trouble  of  attending  their  Parifh 
Church,  through  bad  Roads,  or  intemperate  Weather. 
A  Donative  is  a  Benefice  given  to  a  Prieft  without  Pre- 
fentation  to  the  Ordinary,  and  without  Inftitution  and 
Induction  ;  originally  founded  by  the  Royal  Licence,  or 
by  the  Lord  of  a  Manor  with  the  Bifhop’s  Leave,  which 
being  continued  time  out  of  Mind,  is  confirmed  by  Pre- 
fcription.  But  one  thing  is  required,  that  all  Churches 
be  confecrated  or  fet  apart  by  the  Bifhop  of  the  Diocefe, 
for  the  Purpofes  of  divine  Worfhip  and  religious  Offices  : 
and  our  Laws  hold  both  our  Churches  and  the  Church 
Yards  fo  facred,  that  all  quarrelling  is  prohibited  in 
them,  under  pain  of  Sufpenfion,  by  the  ordinary  ab  In- 
greffiu  Ecclefue  ;  and  if  a  Clerk,  a  Minijlerio  Officii:  ft ri king, 
or  laying  Hands  on  another  in  the  Church,  is  punifha-- 
ble  with  Excommunication  ;  but  if  a  Weapon  be  ufed,  or 
only  drawn  for  that  Purpofe,  the  Offender  is  to  loofe  one 
of  his  Ears,  by  5  O’  6  Edward  VI.  c.  4.  and  by  the 
I  IV.  and  M.  c.  18.  who  ever  difturbs  a  Minifter  officia¬ 
ting  in  the  Church,  incurs  three  Months  Imprifonment, 
and  a  Penalty  of  twenty  Pounds. 

For  the  better  fupport  of  Parochial  Churches  and  Cha¬ 
pels,  the  Legifiature  has  provided  a  Lay  Officer,  called  the 
Church  or  Chapel-Warden,  and  at  their  primitive  Inftitution 
Church  Reeves.  There  are  generally  two  in  every  Parifh. 
This  Officer  is  elective  annually  in  Eajlcr  Week;  but 
the  manner  of  choofing  him  differs  in  divers  Places  : 
Where  Cuftom  has  prevailed,  one  is  chofen  by  the  Pa- 
rifhioners,  the  other  is  appointed  by  the  Minifter.  Which 
Cuftom  is  agreeable  toi  the  Canon.  But  in  many  Places 
Cuftom  has  fo  prevailed,  as  to  avoid  the  Canon,  and  to 
empower  the  Parifhioners  to  chufe  both  Wardens.  Being 
chofen  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Parifh,  they  apply 
to  the  Archdeacon,  upon  his  Vifitation,  to  be  fworn  into 
their  Office,  who  has  no  power  to  refufe  to  fwear  them, 
he  not  being  fo  compleat  a  Judge  of  the  Abilities  of  the 
Parties  chofen  into  that  Office,  as  the  Parifhioners,  who 
defied  them.  The  Church-wardens  being  fworn,  be¬ 
come  a  corporate  Body,  that  may  fue  and  be  lued  for  the 
Goods  of  the  Church.  And  their  Duty  is  very  ccmpre- 
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five.  They  are  not  only  to  look  after  the  Church  and  Their  Du- 
Church-yard,  but  to  obferve  and  prefent  to  the  ordinary 
the  Behaviour  of  the  Parifhioners,  *  in  relation  to  fuch 
Mifdemeanors,  as  appertain  to  the  cenfure  or  Jurifdidtion 
of  the  ecclefiaftical  Court.  They  are  to  take  care  of  the 
Repairs  of  the  Church,  J  and  to  provide  Books  for  the 
Minifter  and  Clerk,  Surplice  and  Band  for  the  Minifter 
officiating.  Bread  and  Wine,  Ornaments,  and  other  Ne- 
ceflaries  for  the  Lord’s  Supper  and  the  Table.  They 
have  a  right  to  place  the  Parifhioners  in  the  Seats  or 
Pews  in  the  Body  of  the  Church,  appoint  Pew-openers, 
and  Gallery-keepers,  and  to  order,  or  to  forbid  the  ringing 
of  the  Bells.  In  London  they  are  obliged  by  Adi  of  Par¬ 
liament,  under  the  Penalty  of  ten  Pounds,  to  fix  Fire 
Plugs  or  Cocks,  upon  the  Main  of  fome  Water- works, 
that  pailes  into  or  through  their  Parifh  ;  and  to  provide 
and  keep  Fire  Engines,  Buckets,  &c.  for  Service  in  Cafe 
of  Fire.  And  in  Cafe  the  Church  Ihould  become  vacant, 
they  have  the  Care  of  the  Benefice,  during  the  Vacancy. 

They  are  in  many  Cafes  required  to  fign  Certificates,  fuch 
as  of  Loffes  by  Fire,  the  Receipt  of  Money  collected  upon 
any  Brief  or  King’s  Letter,  and  of  thofe  Perfons,  who 
quality  themfelves  according  to  Law,  by  receiving  the 
Sacrament  to  bear  Offices  under  the  civil  Government. 

They  are  alfo  to  join  with  the  Parifhioners  in  making 
Rates  f  for  Repairing  the  Church,  and  fencing  the 
Church-yard  ;  and  with  the  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  in 
•making  the  Poors’  Rate,  and  in  all  other  Adis  for  em¬ 
ploying  and  providing  for  the  Parifh  Poor. 

The  Separatijls  from  the  Church  of  England ,  and  the 
Service  and  Worfhip  thereof,  are  comprifed  under  the  Diflenters. 

*  By  the  Bifhop’s  Articles  they  are  to  prefent  filthy  Talkers, 
dle-vilers,  arfi  common  Sowers  of  Sedition  among  Neighbours ; 

%  Lev-  362.  And  an  Oath  is  ufually  tendered  them  for  that 
Rurpofe. 

p  See  the  86th  Canon. 

t  Thefe  Rates  are  to  be  made  by  the  Church  Wardens,  who 
are  to  give  a  general  Summons  at  the  Church,  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple  may  meet  at  a  certain  Time  and  Place  for  that  Purpofe  ; 
and  the  Majority  of  thofe,  who  meet  upon  fuch  a  Summons, 
ffiall  conclude  the  whole  Parifh.  But  if  they  refufe,  or  negleft 
to  meet,  then,  and  in  fuch  Cafe  only,  the  Church  Wardens 
alone,  may  make  the  Rate.  See  lletley  61,  and  1  Vent . 

367. 
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general  Name  of  Dijfenters ,  who  date  their  Origin  from 
the  molt  early  Days  of  the  Reformation ;  which,  they 
alledge,  retained  many  popijh  Ceremonies,  and  Parts  of 
the  papal  Church  Government :  That  the  Church  of 
England  required  a  yet  farther  Reformation,  than  had 
been  made  by  the  mere  pulling  down  of  the  Pope,  to 
make  way  for  another  Hierarchy,  without  regard  to  the 
true  Gofpel  Supremacy  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII.  or 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  whofe  political  and  gay 
turn  of  mind  prevailed  with  her  Majefty,  to  preferve  too 
great  a  Similitude  to  the  old  Rites ;  that  fhe  might,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  bring  the  Papijls  to  conform  to  her  way 
of  Worfhip  ;  and  to  be  much  in  love  with  the  Pomp  and 
Show  of  Religion  ;  further,  that  it  was  their  Duty  to 
ferve  God  in  the  way  which  appeared  moft  agreeable  to 
the  Scriptures ;  and,  therefore,  that  they  only  preffed  for 
■  a  greater  Purity  of  Worfhip  :  Which  was  the  reafon,  they 
were  called  Puritans  ;  who,  neverthelefs,  remained  in 
the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  in  Sub¬ 
jection  to  Epifcopacy.  For,  though  they  could  not  join 
in  many  things  of  the  eftablifhed  Worfhip,  they  would 
not  feparate,  or  make  a  Schifm  in  the  national  Church. 
Even  when  the  Puritan  Minifters  were  ejected  from  their 
Livings  by  the  King,  that  put  the  Book  of  Sports  upon 
them,  they  did  not  gather  feparate  Churches.  It  is  true 
they  went  about  preaching,  catechifing,  inftruCfing 
private  Families,  and  in  confirming  them  in  Gofpel 
Principles:  but  they  neither  baptized,  nor  adminiftered 
the  Lord’s  Supper.  All  which  fhews  the  force,  and  un- 
willingnefs,  with  which  the  Diffenters  in  England  were 
driven  to  a  total  Separation  ;  and,  as  it  were,  thruft  cut 
of  the  Church.  And  then  chufing  rather  to  withdraw 
out  of  the  Realm,  with  the  foie  view  of  ferving  God 
more  agreeably  to  the  Gofpel,  and  their  Confcience,  in 
a  diftant  Country,  where  they  could  give  no  offence  to 
the  eftablifhed  Church,  thefe  Puritans  petitioned  for  leave 
to  tranfport  themfelves,  and  to  fettle  in  North  America. 
Having  obtained  Permiflion,  it  was  found,  that,  in  a  few 
Years,  nineteen  thoufand  of  thefe  Emigrants  crofled  the 
Seas,  into  a  barren  uncultivated  Wildernefs.  But  when 
the  Confufions  of  King  Charles  the  Firft’s  Reign  brought 
about  Liberty  of  Confcience,  and  the  Suppreffion  of  Epif¬ 
copacy,  the  Puritans  returned,  and  got  into  poffeflion  of 
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the  Church  of  England.  Yet,  fuch  is  the  depravity  of 
Nature,  that  they  who  thought  it  their  Duty  to  tranf- 
port  themfelves  to  the  American  Wildernefs,  rather  than 
to  feparate  from,  and  make  a  Schifm  in  the  eftablifhed 
Church,  were  no  fooner  pofTelTed  of  the  Power  and  Reve¬ 
nues  of  the  Church  of  England ,  than  they  themfelves  held 
ftrong  Contefts  about  the  fus  divinum  of  Church  Govern¬ 
ment  :  and  unhappily  taking  part  in  the  feveral  views  of 
the  Leaders  in  the  Parliament,  Army,  and  State,  they  di¬ 
vided,  and  broke  into  a  variety  of  Opinions,  Sefts,  and 
Faftions. 

At  the  Reftoration,  the  Churches  were  fupplied  and  Prefbyteri- 
poffeffed  by  Minifters,  that  called  themfelves  Prefbyterians ,  anSl 
and  Independents ,  who  totally  rejected  Epifcopacy.  King 
Charles  II.  who  had  promifed,  as  a  Condition  of  his  Re¬ 
ftoration,  to  tolerate  the  Prefbyterians ,  &c.  appointed  a 
Conference  at  the  Savoy ,  between  the  leading  Divines 
of  the  Epifcopal  Church  and  the  Prefbyterian  Church, 
and  granted  a  Commiflion  to  treat  of  an  Accommodation 
of  Differences.  The  Prefbyterians  met  with  a  difpofition, 
as  they  alledge,  to  comply,  as  far  as  Confcience  would 
permit,  and  offered  to  fubmit  to  a  Super-intendency, 
which  may  be  called  a  moderate  Epifcopal  Government. 

This  fo  pleafed  the  King,  that  he  renewed  his  Affurances 
to  them  of  his  earneft  defire  of  an  Accommodation.  But 
their  Conceffions  being  rejefted  by  the  epifcopal  Divines, 
the  King  unmindful  of  his  Promifes,  and  not  regarding 
his  Royal  Word,  buffered  above  3000  of  the  beft,  mod 
learned,  find  pious  of  the  Prefbyterian  Minifters,  and 
who  enjoyed  the  largeft  Benefices,  to  be  not  only  ejefted 
from  their  Livings,  but  to  be  difabled  to  exercife  their 
Gofpel  Fundtion. 

Under  the  Name  Prefbyterian ,  we  are  to  include  all 
the  Denominations  of  Proteflants  of  the  Calvinijlical 
Seft,  who  maintain  that  the  Government  of  the  Church, 
appointed  in  the  Nevj  Tejlament ,  is  by  Pryfbeteries ,  or 
Minifters  and  ruling  Elders,  affociated  for  Govern¬ 
ment  and  Difcipline,  with  fome  variations  according  to 
the  feveral  Opinions,  into  which  they  had  been  divided, 
as  mentioned  above. — With  thefe  King  Charles  II.  did  not 
only  break  his  Word  ;  but  he  let  the  whole  Power  of  the 
Parliament  loofe  upon  them,  to  render  them  as  uneafy  as 
pofiible  ;  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Amendments  to  the  Aft  of 
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Uniformity,  in  the  Five  Mile  Aft,  in  the  Et  cetera  Oath,  1st 
the  Sacramental  Tefd,  &c.  And  all  thofe,  who  would  not, 
and  could  not  in  Confcience  fubmit  to  thofe  parliamenta¬ 
ry  Injunddions  and  Impofitions,  were  difdinguifhed  by  the 
Name  of  Dijfenters  from  the  Church  of  England:  be- 
caufe  they  being  ejedded  out  of  their  parochial  Funddions, 
by  a  mere  Add  of  Power,  without  any  difqualifying  Crime 
on  their  Parts,  thought  it  their  Duty  to  continue  the  Mi- 
nifdry  of  the  Gofpel  (unto  which  they  had  been  ordained) 
to  luch  as  attended,  or  followed  them  in  a  {date  of  Sepa¬ 
ration  ;  not  occafioned  by  their  own  Will,  but  by  Com- 
pulfion  from  the  Powers  in  being. 

From  this  Epocha  we  date  the  open  breach  between 
Epifcopacy  and  Prejbytcry  in  England :  and  though  the 
Iniquity  of  the  Times,  which  was  preparing  the  way  for 
a  Popijh  King,  to  reldore  Popery  in  this  Realm,  tried 
many  Means  to  crufh  the  Dijfenters ,  they  inert afed  both 
in  Numbers  and  in  Power,  and  united  heartily  with  the 
Church  of  England ,  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  arbitrary  Power 
and  Popery ,  in  King  'James  the  Second’s  Reign,  and  to 
bring  about  the  Revolution.  For  which  the  Dijfenters  of 
the  three  Denomination  of  Prejbyterians ,  Independents  and 
Anabaptijls ,  obtained  Liberty  of  Confcience  under  the 
Adds  of  Toleration,  lAc.  wherein  it  is  enadded  (by 
Aft  of  j  &  M.  f.  l.  c.  1 8.)  That  forafmuch  as  fpme  Eafe 
tion  j"w  t0  Scrupulous  Confciences  in  the  Exercife  of  Religion, 
&  M.  Seif,  may  be  an  effecdual  Means  to  unite  their  Majefdies  Pro- 
i*c*I8*  tefdant  Subjedds  in  Intereld  and  Afdeddion,  the  Statutes 
made  in  the  i ft,  23d,  and  29th  Eliz.  to  retain  her  Majeldy’s 
Subjedds  in  their  due  Obedience,  and  to  oblige  all  Perfons 
to  conform  to  the  Church  of  England ,  under  certain  Pains 
and  Penalties,  and  the  Statutes  made  againld  Papijls  and 
Popijb  Recufants  in  the  Reigns  cf  James  I.  and  Charles  II. 
fhall  not  be  confdrued  to  extend  to  any  Perfon  dif- 
fenting  from  the  Church  of  England ,  that  fhall  take  the 
Oaths. 

That  fuch  Perfons  having  taken  the  Oaths,  fhall  not  be 
liable  to  any  Pains,  Penalties  or  Forfeitures  mentioned  in 
the  Stat.  35  Eliz.  and  22  Car.  II.  to  prevent  and  fupprels 
feditious  Conventicles,  nor  fhall  be  profecuted  in  any 
ecclefiaflical  Court,  for  or  by  reafon  of  their  non-confor¬ 
ming  to  the  Church  of  England. 

Provided, 
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Provided,  That  if  any  AfTembly  of  Perfons  difienting 
from  the  Church  of  England ,  fhall  be  had  in  any  Place  for 
religious  Worfhip  with  the  Doors  locked,  barred  or  bolted, 
during  any  Time  of  fuch  meeting  together,  they  fhall  not 
receive  any  Benefit  from  this  Law  ;  but  be  liable  to  all 
tfie  Pains  and  Penalties  of  all  the  forefaid  Laws. 

Provided  alfo.  That  they  fhall  not  be  exempt  from 
Tythes,  parochial,  or  any  other  Duties,  to  the  Church 
or  Minifter. 

That  aDiffenter  may  ferve  the  Office  of  High  Confta- 
ble,  Petty  Conftable,  Church- Warden,  Overfeer  of  the 
Poor,  and  other  Parifh  and  Ward-Offices,  by  a  Deputy, 
to  be  allowed  and  approved,  as  by  Law  they  are  to  be. 

That  no  Perfon  difienting  from  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  holy  Orders,  or  pretended  holy  Orders,  or  pre¬ 
tending  to  holy  Orders,  nor  any  Preacher  or  Teacher  of 
any  Congregation  of  difienting  Proteftants,  that  fhall 
make  and  fubferibe  the  Declaration,  and  take  the  Oaths 
at  the  General  or  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace,  and 
fliall  alfo  declare  his  Approbation  of,  and  fubferibe  the 
Articles  of  Religion  mentioned  in  the  Statute  made  in  the 
13  Elizabeth ,  except  the  thirty-fourth,  thirty-fifth,  and 
thirty-fixth,  and  thefe  Words  of  the  twentieth  Article, 
viz.  [the  Church  hath  Power  to  decree  Rites  or  Ceremonies , 
and  Authority  in  Controverfies  of  Faith ,  and  yet ]  fhall  be 
liable  to  any  of  the  Pains  or  Penalties  mentioned  in  an 
Act  made  in  17th  Charles  II.  for  refraining  Non-con- 
formijls  from  inhabiting  in  Corporations  ;  nor  the  Penalties 
mentioned  in  the  Adt  made  in  the  22d  Charles  II.  for  or 
by  reafon  of  fuch  Perfons  preaching  at  any  Meeting  for 
the  exercife  of  Religion  ;  nor  to  the  Penalty  of  one 
hundred  Pounds  mentioned  in  an  Adi  made  in  the  13 
and  14  Charles  the  Second ,  for  the  Uniformity  of  publick 
Prayers ,  and  Adminiftration  of  Sacraments ,  and  other  Rites 
and  Ceremonies  ;  and  for  ejlablijhing  the  Form  of  making , 
ordaining  and  confecrating  of  Bijhops,  Priejls  and  Deacons  in 
the  Church  of  England,  for  officiating  in  any  Congrega¬ 
tion  for  the  Exercife  of  Religion  permitted  and  allowed 
by  this  Adt. 

Provided  always,  That  the  making  and  fubferibing 
the  faid  Declaration,  and  the  taking  the  faid  Oaths, 
and  making  the  Declaration  of  Approbation  and  Sub¬ 
scription  to  the  faid  Articles  in  Manner  as  aforefaid,  by 
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every  refpebtive  Perfon  or  Perfons  herein  before  menti¬ 
oned,  at  fuch  General  or  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  be  then  and  there  entered  of  Record  in  the 
faid  Court,  for  which  Six-pence  fhall  be  paid  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace,  and  no  more  ;  provided  that  fuch  Perfon 
fhall  not  at  any  Time  preach  in  any  Place,  but  with  the 
Doors  not  locked,  barred  or  bolted,  as  aforefaid. 

And  whereas  fome  Di  Renting  Proteflants  fcruple  the 
Baptizing  of  Infants ;  it  was  enabled,  that  every  Perfon 
in  pretended  holy  Orders,  or  pretending  to  holy  Orders, 
or  Preacher,  or  Teacher,  that  fhall  fubfcribe  the  afore¬ 
faid  Articles  of  Religion,  except  before  excepted,  and 
except  Part  of  the  / 'even  and  twentieth  Article,  touching 
Infant  Baptifm ,  and  fhall  take  the  faid  Oaths,  and  make 
and  fubfcribe  the  Declaration  aforefaid,  in  Manner  afore¬ 
faid,  every  fuch  Perfon  fhall  enjoy  all  the  Privileges,  Be¬ 
nefits  and  Advantages,  which  any  other  Diffenting  Mi- 
nifler,  as  aforefaid,  might  have  or  enjoy  by  Virtue  of  this 
Abl. 

And  that  every  Teacher  or  Preacher  in  holy  Or¬ 
ders,  or  pretended  holy  Orders,  that  is  a  Minifler, 
Preacher  or  Teacher  of  a  Congregation,  that  fhall  take 
the  Oaths  herein  required,  and  make  and  fubfcribe  the 
Declaration  aforefaid,  and  alfo  fubfcribe  fuch  of  the  afore¬ 
faid  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England ,  as  are  required  by 
this  Abl  in  Manner  aforefaid,  fhail  be  thenceforth  ex¬ 
empted  from  ferving  upon  any  Jury,  or  from  being 
chof.n  or  appointed  to  bear  the  Office  of  Church-warden, 
Overfeer  of  the  Poor,  or  any  other  parochial  or  Ward- 
Office,  or  other  Office  in  any  Hundred  of  any  Shire,  City* 
Town,  Parifh,  Divifion,  or  Wapentake. 

And  whereas  there  are  certain  other  Perfons,  Diffenters 
from  the  Church  of  England ,  who  fcruple  the  taking  of 
any  Oath  ;  it  was  alfo  enabled,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid, 
that  every  fuch  Perfon  fnall  make  and  fubfcribe  the  afore¬ 
faid  Declaration,  and  alfo  this  Declaration  of  Fidelity  fol¬ 
lowing,  viz. 

tc  I  A.  B.  do  fincerely  Promife  and  folemnly  declare, 
“  before  God  and  the  World,  that  I  will  be  true  and  faith- 
“  ful  to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ;  and  I  do  fo- 
tc  lemnly  profefs  and  declare,  that  I  do  from  my  Heart 
<c  abhor,  detefl,  and  renounce,  as  impious  and  heretical, 
“  that  damnable  Dobtrine  and  Pofition,  That  Princes  ex¬ 
communicated 


139 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

communicated,  or  deprived  by  the  Pope ,  or  any  Authority  of 
“  the  See  of  Rome,  may  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their 
“  Subjects,  or  any  other  whatfoever.  And  I  do  declare, 
“  That  no  foreign  Prince,  Perfon,  Prelate,  State,  or  Po- 
“  tentate,  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  Power,  Jurifdidlion, 
“  Superiority,  Pre-eminence,  or  Authority  ecclefiaftical 
“  or  fpiritual  within  this  Realm.” 

And  Ihall  fubfcribe  a  Profeffion  of  their  Chriftian  Belief 
in  thefe  Words  } 

“  I  A.  B.  profefs  Faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jefus 
“  Chrijl  his  eternal  Son,  the  true  God,  and  in  the  holy 
“  Spirit,  one  God  bleffed  for  evermore  ;  and  do  acknow- 
“  ledge  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
“  ment  to  be  given  by  divine  Infpiration.” 

Which  Declarations  and  Subfcription  {hall  be  made  and 
entered,  of  record  at  the  general  Quarter  Sefiions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County,  City,  or  Place  where  every  fuch  Per¬ 
fon  {hall  then  refide.  And  every  fuch  Perfon  {hall  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  all  the  Pains  and  Penalties  of  all  and  every  the 
afore-mentioned  Statutes  made  againft  Popifli  Recufants, 
or  Proteftant  Notr-conformifts,  and  alfo  from  the  Penal¬ 
ties  of  an  Adi  made  in  the  5th  Elizabeth ,  intituled,  An 
Aft  for  the  AJfurance  of  the  Queen  s  Royal  Power  over  all 
Efates  and  Subjefts  within  her  Dominions  j  and  alfo  from 
the  Penalties  of  an  Adi  made  in  the  13th  and  14th 
Charles  II.  intituled.  An  Aft  for  preventing  Mifchiefs  that 
may  arife  by  certain  Perfons  called  Quakers,  refufmg  to  take 
lawful  Oaths  ;  and  enjoy  all  other  the  Benefits,  Privileges, 
and  Advantages  under  the  like  Limitations,  Provifoes  and 
Conditions,  which  any  other  Diffenters  {hall  or  ought  to 
enjoy  by  Virtue  of  this  Adi. 

Provided  always,  That  all  the  Laws  made  and  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  frequenting  of  Divine  Service  on  the  Lord’s 
Day,  commonly  called  Sunday ,  fnall  be  {till  in  Force,  and 
executed  againft  all  Perfons  that  offend  againft  the  faid 
Laws,  except  fuch  Perfons  come  to  fome  Congregation 
or  Affembly  of  religious  Worlhip,  allowed  or  permitted 
by  this  Adi. 

Provided  always,  That  neither  this  Adi,  nor  any 
Claufe,  Article,  or  Thing  herein  contained,  Ihall  extend 
or  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  give  any  Eafe,  Benefit,  or 
Advantage  to  any  Papift  or  Popilh  Recufant  whatfoever, 

or 
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or  any  Perfon  thatfhall  deny  in  his  preaching  or  writing 
the  Doftrine  of  the  bleffed  Trinity,  as  it  is  declared  in  the 
aforefaid  Articles  of  Religion. 

Provided  always,  That  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  at  any 
Time  or  Times  after  the  tenth  Day  of  June,  do  and  {hall 
willingly  and  of  purpofe,  malicioufly  or  contemptuoufly 
come  into  any  Cathedral  or  Parilh  Church,  Chapel,  or 
Congregation  permitted  by  this  Aft,  and  difquiet  or 
difturb  the  fame,  or  mifufe  any  Preacher  or  Teacher,  fuch 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  upon  Proof  thereof,  before  any  Juftice 
of  Peace,  by  two  or  more  fufficient  Witneffes,  {hall  find 
two  Sureties  to  be  bound  by  Recognizance  in  the  penal. 
Sum  of  fifty  Pounds ,  and  in  default  of  fuch  Sureties  {hall 
be  committed  toPrifon,  there  to  remain  till  the  next  Ge¬ 
neral  or  Quarter  Seffions  ;  and  upon  conviction  of  the  faid 
Offence  at  the  faid  General  or  Quarter  Seffions,  fhall 
fuffer  the  Pain  and  Penalty  of  Twenty  Pounds,  to  the  Ufe 
of  the  King’s  and  Queen’s  Majefties,  their  Heirs  and 
Succeffors. 

Provided  always,  That  no  Congregation  or  Affembly 
for  religious  Worfhip  fhall  be  permitted  or  allowed  by  this 
A £t,  until  the  Place  of  fuch  Meeting  {hall  be  certified  to 
the  Bilhop  of  the  Diocefe,  or  to  the  Arch-deacon  of  that 
Arch-deaconry,  or  to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  the  Ge¬ 
neral  or  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County, 
City  or  Place,  in  which  fuch  Meeting  {hall  be  held,  and 
regiftered  in  the  faid  Bifhop’s  or  Arch-deacon’s  Court  re- 
fpeftively,  or  recorded  at  the  faid  General  or  Quarter  Sef¬ 
fions  ;  the  Regifter  or  Clerk  of  the  Peace  whereof  re- 
fpcclively  is  hereby  required  to  regifter  the  fame,  and  to 
give  Certificate  thereof  to  fuch  Perfon  as  fhall  demand  the 
fame,  for  which  there  fhall  be  no  greater  Fee  nor  Reward 
taken  than  the  Sum  of  Six-pence. 

In  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne ,  this  Aft  not  being  fuffi- 
cient,  further  Provifion  was  made  by  an  Aft  paffed  in  the 
Stat.  io  l  Oth  Year  of  her  Reign,  cap.  2.  as  follows,  viz. 

Anne,  c.  2.  “  An  Aft  *  for  preferving  the  Proteftant  Religion,  by 

“  better  fecuring  the  Church  of  England ,  as  by  Law  efta- 
“  blifhed  ;  and  for  confirming  the  Toleration  granted  to 
“  Proteftant  Difienters  by  an  Aft  intituled.  An  Ait  for 
“  exejnpting  their  Majefty  s  Proteftant  Subjeits ,  diffenting 
“  from  the  Church  of  England,  from  the  Penalties  of  certam 

*  This  Aft  was  repealed  fo  far  as  the  7th  Seftion,  by  the 
5  Geo.  I.  c.  4.  Sell'.  1. 

“  Laws ^ 
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Laws ,  and  for  fupplying  the  Defeats  thereof ;  and  for 

the  further  fecuring  the  Proteftant  Succeffion,  by  re- 
**  quiring  the  Pradlicers  of  the  Law  in  North  Britain  to 
“  take  the  Oaths,  and  fubfcribe  the  Declaration  therein 
“  mentioned. 

“  Whereas  an  Adi  was  made  in  the  thirteenth  Year  of 
“  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Charles  the  Second,  intituled, 
“  An  ACt for  the  well  governing  and  regulating  of  Corpora- 
“  lions  and  another  Acl  was  made  in  the  five  and  twen- 
“  tieth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  the  faid  late  King  Charles 
“  the  Second,  intituled,  “  An  Adi  for  the  preventing 
“  Dangers  which  may  happen  from  Popi/h  Recufants  ;  both 
iX  which  Adis  were  made  for  the  Security  of  the  Church 
“  of  England ,  as  by  Law  eftablifhed  ;  now  for  the  better 
e<  fecuring  the  faid  Church,  and  quieting  the  Minds  of 
“  her  Majefty’s  Proteftant  Subjects,  difl'enting  from  the 
“  Church  of  England ,  and  rendering  them  fecure  in  the 
“  Exercife  of  their  religious  Worfhip,  as  alfo  for  the 
“  further  {Lengthening  the  Provifion  already  made  for  the 
“  Security  of  the  Succeffion  to  the  Crown  in  the  Houfe 
“  of  Hanover  j”  be  it  enadled,  (Ac.  “  After  25th  March , 
“1712,  If  any  Officer,  Civil  or  Military,  (Ac.  who  re- 
“  ceives  any  Salar)^  (Ac.  or  if  any  Magiftrate  of  a  Cor- 
“  poration,  (Ac.  who  by  the  Adis  of  1  3  (A  25  Car .  II.  are 
“  obliged  to  receive  the  Sacrament,  fliall  after  their  Ad- 
tc  million  into  their  Office,  and  during  their  Office,  and 
“  during  their  Continuance  in  it,  be  prefent  at  any  Con- 
“  venticle,  (Ac.  fuch  Perfon  {hall  forfeit  40/.  to  be  reco- 
“  vered  by  the  Profecutor.  Every  Perfon  fo  convidled 
“  fhall  be  difabled  to  hold  his  Office,  (Ac.  and  incapable  of 
“  any  Employment  in  England ,  (Ac.  any  Perfon  after  Con- 
“  vidlion,  conforming  to  the  Church  of  England ,  for  one 
“  Year,  (Ac.  fhall  be  capable  of  the  Grant  of  any  Office. 
“  Every  fuch  Perfon  to  make  Oath  the  next  Term  after 
tc  Admiffion  into  any  Office,  or  at  the  Quarter  Sejfon ,  (Ac. 
“  that  he  hath  conformed,  (Ac.  Oath  to  be  made  of  the 
“  Offence  within  ten  Days,  and  Profecution  within  three 
“  Months,  (Ac.  This  Adi  {hall  not  vacate  any  Office  of 
“  Inheritance,  fo  as  a  fufficient  Deputy  be  appointed  to 
“  execute  it. 

§  VII.  It  is  hereby  further  enadled  and  declared, 
by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  “  That  the  Toleration  granted 
“  to  the  Proteftant  Diffenters,  by  the  Adi  made  in  the 

“  firft 
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44  fir  ft  Year  *of  the  Reign  of  King  William  and  Queen 
44  Mary ,  intituled,  An  Att  for  exe?npting  their  Majefies 
“  Proteftant  Subjects,  diffenting  from  the  Church  of  Eng- 
44  land  from  the  Penalties  of  certain  Laws ,  fhall  be,  and  it  is 
“  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  that  the  fame  Adt 
44  fhall  at  ail  times  be  inviolably  obferved  for  the  exempting 
44  of  fuch  Proteftant  Diftenters,  as  are  thereby  intended, 
44  from  the  Pains  and  Penalties  therein  mentioned.” 

44  And  for  rendering  the  faid  laft  mentioned  Add  more 
44  effectual,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
44  thereof  j”  Be  it  further  er.adted  and  declared  by  the 
Authority  aforefaid,  That  if  any  perfon  diftenting  from 
the  Church  of  England ,  (not  in  holy  Orders,  or  pre¬ 
tended  holy  Orders,  or  pretended  to  holy  Orders,  nor  any 
Preacher  or  Teacher  of  any  Congregation)  who  fhould 
have  been  intitled  to  the  Benefit  of  the  laft-mentioned 
Act,  if  fuch  perfon  had  duly  taken,  made  and  fubferibed 
the  Oaths,  and  Declaration,  or  otherwife  qualified  him 
or  herfelf,  as  required  by  the  faid  Adt,  and  now  is  or  fhall 
be  profecuted  upon  or  by  Virtue  of  any  of  the  penal 
Statutes,  from  which  Proteftant  Difienters  are  exemp¬ 
ted  by  the  faid  Act,  fhall  at  any  time  during  fuch  pro- 
lecution,  take,  make,  and  fubferibe  the  faid  Oaths  and 
Declarations,  or  being  of  the  People  called  ghiakers, 
fhall  make  and  fubferibe  the  aforefaid  Declaration,  and 
alfo  the  Declaration  of  Fidelity,  and  fubferibe  the  Pro- 
fellion  of  their  Chriftian  Belief,  according  to  the  faid 
Adt,  or  before  any  two  of  her  Majefty’s  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  (who  are  hereby  required  to  take  and  return  the 
fame,  to  the  next  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace  to  be 
there  recorded)  fuch  Perfon  fhall  be,  and  is  hereby 
intitled  to  the  Benefit  of  the  faid  Adt,  as  fully  and  ef¬ 
fectually,  as  if  fuch  perfon  had  duly  qualified  himfelf 
within  the  Time  preferibed  by  the  faid  Adt,  and  fhall  be 
thenceforth  exempted  and  difeharged  from  all  the  Pe¬ 
nalties  and  Forfeitures  incurred  by  Force  of  any  the 
aforefaid  penal  Statutes. 

“  And  whereas  it  is  or  may  be  doubted  whether 
44  a  Preacher  or  Teacher  of  any  Congregation  of  diften- 
44  ting  Froteftants,  duly  in  all  Refpedts  qualified  ac- 
44  cording  to  the  faid  Adt,  be  allowed  by  Virtue  of  the 
44  faid  Adt,  to  officiate  in  any  Congregation  in  any 
44  County  other  than  that  in  which  he  fo  qualified  him- 
64  felf,  although  in  a  Congregation  or  Place  of  Meet- 

44  ing 
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«  ing  duly  certified  and  regiftered  as  is  required  by  the 

faid  Adt it  is  declared  and  enadted  by  the  Autho- 
thority  aforefaid.  That  any  fuch  Preacher  or  Teacher, 
fo  duly  qualified  according  to  the  faid  Adi,  fhall  be  and 
is  hereby  allowed  to  officiate  in  any  Congregation,  al¬ 
though  the  fame  be  not  in  the  County  wherein  he  was 
fo  qualified  ;  Provided,  that  the  faid  Congregation,  or 
Place  of  Meeting,  hath  been  before  fuch  officiating 
duly  certified  and  regiftered  or  recorded  according  to 
the  faid  Adt  :  And  fuch  Preacher  or  Teacher,  fhall,  if 
required,  produce  a  Certificate  of  his  having  fo  qualified 
himfelf,  under  the  Hand  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  or  Place  where  he  fo  qualified  himfelf,  which 
Certificate  fuch  Clerk  of  the  Peace  is  hereby  required 
to  make,  and  fhall  alfo,  before  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace 
of  fuch  County  or  Place  where  he  fhall  fo  officiate,  make 
and  fubfcribe  fuch  Declaration,  and  take  fuch  Oaths  as 
are  mentioned  in  the  faid  Adi,  if  thereunto  required. 

Part  of  the  above  Adi,  having  been  repealed,  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Margin,  by  the  5th  Geo.  I.  intituled  An  Adi 
for  ftrengthening  the  Proteftant  Intereft  in  thefe  King¬ 
doms,  there  was  fome  Addition  made  to  thefe  Laws,  namely. 

That  the  Toleration  granted  to  Proteftant  Diffenters, 
by  10  Anne,  and  alfo  one  Adi  made  in  the  12  Anne ,  in¬ 
tituled,  An  Aft  to  prevent  the  Growth  of  Schifm ,  and  for  the 
further  Security  of  the  Churches  of  England  and  Ireland,  as 
by  Law  efablijhed ,  fhall  be  and  are  thereby  repealed,  an¬ 
nulled,  and  made  void. 

Provided  always,  That  if  any  Mayor,  Bailiff,  or  other 
Magiftrate,  in  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called  England , 
the  Dominion  of  Wales ,  or  the  Town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  or  the  Hies  of  Jerfey  or  Guernfey ,  fhall  knowingly 
or  wilfully  refort  to,  or  be  prefent  at  any  publick  Meet¬ 
ing  for  religious  Worfhip,  other  than  of  the  Church  of 
England ,  as  by  Law  eftablifhed,  in  the  Gown  or  other 
peculiar  Habit,  or  attended  with  the  Enfign  or  Enfigns 
of  or  belonging  to  fuch  his  Office,  that  every  fuch 
Mayor,  Bailiff  or  other  Magiftrate,  being  thereof  con- 
vidted  by  due  Courfe  of  Law,  fhall  be  difabled  to  hold 
fuch  Office  or  Offices,  Employment  or  Employments, 
and  fhall  be  adjudged  incapable  to  bear  any  publick  Of¬ 
fice  or  Employment  whatfoever  within  that  Part  of  Great 
Brit,  in  called  England ,  the  Dominion  of  Wales ,  and 
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Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  or  Lies  of  Jerfey  and 
Guernfey. 

The  laft  Statute  is  the  principal  Law  relative  to  Pro- 
teftant  DiiTenters  in  England. 

The  Prejbyterians  will  not  allow  any  Order  in  the 
Church,  as  eftablifhed  by  Chrifl  and  his  Apoftles,  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  Prefbyters.  And  they  affirm  that  all  Mi¬ 
nifters,  being  Ambaffadors  of  Chrijl ,  are  equal  by  their 
Commiffion,  and  that  Elder  (or  Prejbyter )  and  Bijhop ,  are 
the  fame  in  Name  and  Office.  As  to  Dodtrine  they  a«;ree 
with  the  Church  of  England  in  all  Effentials  ;  the  only 
Difference  between  them  and  the  national  Church,  being 
about  Difcipline,  or  Church  Government. 

The  Ordination  of  their  Minifters  is  by  Prayer,  Faffing 
and  Impofftion  of  the  Hands  of  the  Prefbytery,  according* 
to  i  Tim.  iv.  14. 

Support.  Their  Support  is  by  voluntary  Contributions  or  a 
kind  of  Afl'effments,  which  the  feveral  Congregations 
make  amongft,  and  upon  themfelves,  for  the  Maintenance 
of  their  Minifters,  the  upholding  of  the  Meeting-houfes, 
and  for  other  Purpofes  incident  to  their  refpedfive  Com¬ 
munities.  And  as  thefe  Meetings  and  Congregations  of 
the  feveral  Denominations  are  increafed  to  a  very  great 
Number,  and  their  Minifters  are  provided  for  in  a  hand- 
fome  manner,  and  the  other  neceffarv  Expences,  in  fup- 
porting  their  Church,  run  high;  it  is  fomewhat  furprizing 
both  what  Hearts,  and  what  Abilities,  are  to  be  found 
amongft  our  dijjenting  Brethren,  to  pay  fo  dear  for  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Gofpel,  over  and  above  the  parochial 
Tythes,  Duties  and  Demands,  to  which  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  by  Law  ;  when  we  often  fee  a  miferly  Churchman 
contriving  means  to  defraud  his  Minifter  ;  or  to  evade 
the  Payment  of  his  Dues,  and  always  murmuring  at  the 
Rates  made  for  the  fupport  of  the  Church,  and  the 
eftablilhed  Miniftry. 

Indepen-  Independe?its  are  fo  named  from  holding  the  Independen¬ 
ces.  Cy  of  Churches ;  or  that  each  Church  or  Congregation  has 
fufficient  Power  to  a£t,  and  to  do,  every  thing  relating 
to  religious  Government,  within  itfelf,  and  is  no  ways 
fubjedf  or  accountable  to  other  Churches  or  their  Depu¬ 
ties.  Hence  they  were  alfo  called  Congregationalifs ,  who 
in  forming  their  Church  Government,  declared.  That 
they  confulted  the  Scriptures  without  any  Prejudice :  and  that 
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they  confidered  the  V/ nd  of  God ,  as  Impartially  as  Men  of 
Flejh  and  Blood  are  like  to  do ,  in  any  juncture  of  time.  And 
their  Principles,  upon  which  they  founded  their  Church- 
Government,  were  to  confine  themfelves  to  what  the 
Scriptures  prefcribed,  without  paying  any  regard  to  the 
Opinions  or  PraCtice  of  Men,  and  not  to  tie  themfelves 
down  fo  ftrictly  to  their  prefent  Refolutions,  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  Alteration,  upon  further  Views  and  Enquiry. 
They  difallow  parochial  and  provincial  Subordinations, 
and  form  all  their  Congregations  on  a  Scheme  of  Co-or- 
dinancy,  allowing  fome  fort  of  ceremonious  preference  to 
the  elder  Church  or  Congregation,  but  without  any  Ad¬ 
dition  of  Authority  over  the  younger  Congregations. 

Their  public  Officers  are  {tiled  Pallors,  Teachers, 
ruling  Elders  and  Deacons. 

The  Anabaptijls  in  England  differ  very  little  from  the 
other  Protefant  D  if  enters,  either  in  DoCtrine  or  Church 
Government  ;  except  the  rejecting  of  Infant  Baptifm  ;  and 
the  Neceffity  of  Immerfion. 

In  the  Days  of  Confufion  there  arofe  the  People  called 
Quakers,  who  agree  with  none  of  the  foregoing  Denomi¬ 
nations,  either  in  Worlhip,  Doctrine,  or  Church-Go¬ 
vernment.  They  take  their  Name  from  certain  unufual 
Convulfions  or  Tremblings,-  or  'uakings ,  with  which  they, 
in  their  infant  State,  were  wont  to  be  feized. 

This  SeCt  fprung  from  George  Fox ,  a  Shoe-maker,  of 
Drayton  in  Leiceferjhire ;  who,  giving  himfelf  up  much  to 
reading  and  meditation  upon  the  Scriptures,  in  the  Exer- 
cifeof  his  Trade,  and  being  of  a  melancholy  Difpofition, 
imagined  that  God  favoured  him  with  heavenly  Vifitors, 
and  called  him  to  the  Miniftry  of  his  Word.  Accordingly 
he  began  to  preach,  and  to  form  a  new  Church.  He  pro- 
pofed  very  few  Articles  of  Faith.  He  infilled  chiefly  on 
moral  Virtue,  mutual  Charity,  the  Love  of  God,  a  deep 
attention  to  the  inward  Motions  and  fecret  Operations  of 
the  Spirit  ;  required  a  plain  fimple  Worlhip,  and  a  Re¬ 
ligion  with  no  Rites  and  Ceremonies  ;  and  made  it  a  prin¬ 
cipal  Point  to  wait,  in  profound  filence,  for  the  Directi¬ 
ons  of  the  holy  Spirit.  As  for  the  Extravagances  of  his 
immediate  Followers,  we  {hall  pay  no  regard  to  fuch 
Reveries  ;  and  only  confider  Quakers,  as  now  fettled  in  a 
regular  Body. 
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They  profefs  great  Aufterity  of  Behaviour,  a  fingular 
Probity  and  Uprightnefs  in  their  Dealings,  a  Shynefs- 
of  Difcourfe,  great  Frugality  at  their  Tables,  and  are- 
markable  Plainnefs  and  Simplicity  in  their  Drefs  :  and  we 
fhould  be  forry  to  affert  under  their  Name,  any  thing  re¬ 
lating  to  their  claim  to  Chriftianity,  and  to  their  Syftem 
of  Government,  which  could  not  be  juft'ified.  Therefore 
let  us  abftradt  their  principal  Dodtrines  from  Barclay  s 
Apology,  who  writes,  that  the  Quakers  “  believe  and 
teach  that  God  hath  given  to  all  Men,  without  Excep¬ 
tion,  fupernatural  Lights  which  being  obeyed  can  fave 
them  ;  and  that  this  Light  is  Christ,  the  true  Light , 
that  iightctb  every  Alan ,  that  cometh  into  the  JVorld :  That 
the  Scriptures  were  indeed  given  by  Infpiration,  and  are 
preferable  to  all  other  Writings  in  the  World  ;  but  that 
they  are  no  more  than  a  fecondary  Rule  of  Faith  and 
Pradlice,  in  Subordination  to  the  Light  or  Spirit  of  God, 
which  is  the  primary  Rule  :  “  That  immediate  Revela¬ 
tion  is  not  ceafea,  a  meafure  of  the  Spirit  being  given  to  every 
one  to  prof  t  withal :  That  in  divine  Worfhip,  Men  and 
Women  ought  to  wait  in  Silence  the  Motions  of  the 
Spirit,  before  they  open  their  Mouths  in  Prayer  to  God, 
or  in  Teftimony  to  the  People  :  “  That  all  Superftitions 
and  Ceremonies  of  mere  human  Inftitution  in  Religion, 
ought  to  be  laid  afide  ;  as  alfo  in  civil  Society:  “  That 
no  Ceremony  of  pulling  off  the  Hat,  bowing,  or  the 
the  like,  fhall  be  ufed,  and  that  the  Word  Thou  lhall  be 
ufed  to  a  fingle  Perfon,  inftead  of  Tou,  in  Converfation. 
And  laftly  they  require  that  Men  and  Women  fhall  be 
plain  and  grave  in  their  Apparel,  fober  and  juft  in  their 
whole  Converfation  ;  and,  at  a  word ,  in  all  their  Deal¬ 
ings  ;  and  not  to  fwear,  or  fight,  or  bear  any  carnal 
Weapons.  To  this  may  be  added,  That  they  entirely 
fet  afide  the  ufe  of  the  two  Chrijftian  Sacraments,  Bap- 
tifm,  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  :  They  rejedt  all  Miniftry 
and  Ordinances  ;  and  any  one  without  DiftinfHon  of 
Equality,  or  Sex,  who  is  of  an  unexceptionable  Life,  and 
believes  himfelf  or  herfelf  to  be  moved  thereunto  by  the 
Spirit,  is  allowed  to  preach  or  prophecy  (they  call  it 
fpeaking)  in  their  Affemblies  or  Meetings.  They  declare 
fo  heartily  for  univerfal  Liberty  of  Confidence,  That 
Barclay  affirms  in  his  14  Propof.  “  The  Power  of  the  civil 
*J-  Magiftpate  doth  not  extend  tp  Matters  purely  religious, 

“  and 
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<c  and  partaining  to  the  Confcience.”  And  they  look 
■upon  the  Words  of  Jesus,  Swear  not  at  all ,  to  be  a  Prohi¬ 
bition  of  folemn  or  legal,  as  well  as  of  idle  and  prophane 
fwearing.  On  which  Account  the  Legillature  has  allow¬ 
ed  the  Quakers  to  give  a  folemn  Affirmation,  in  all  Caufes, 
except  where  Life  is  concerned,  inftead  on  Oath,  liable  to 
the  fame  Punifhment  alfo  as  Perjury,  if  untrue. 

As  to  the  doctrinal  Part  of  Chrijrianity ,  it  is  hard  to  fay 
what  their  Opinions  are.  It  is  pretended,  they  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  three  that  hear  record  in  Heaven,  but  rejeft  the 
School- terms  of  Trinity ,  HypoJlMs ,  Sec.  as  unfcriptural. 
They  have  been  charged  with  denying  the  Incarnation, 
Humanity,  and  even  Divinity,  of  Chrijl,  and  with  allego¬ 
rizing  away  the  Crucifixion,  Refurreftion,  and  Afcen- 
fion  of  cur  Lord. 

As  to  Difcipline  and  Polity,  the  Affairs  of  the  Community 
are  managed  in  their  Affemblies,  of  which  there  are  feve- 
ral  Kinds  ;  as  monthly,  quarterly,  yearly,  fecond  Days 
Meetings,  and  Meetings  of  Sufferings. 

The  monthly  and  quarterly  Meetings  are  held  in  their 
refpective  Counties.  To  thefe  Deputies  are  fent  from 
the  feveral  particular  Meetings.  Here  Enquiry  is  made 
into  the  State  of  each  Meeting  ;  who  violate  the  Rules 
of  the  Community  ;  who  pay  Tithes  (which  they  look 
upon  as  Antichriftian)  or  Church-rates  ;  and  who  fuffer 
for  Non-payment  of  either;  and  accordingly  they  pro¬ 
ceed  to  approve  or  cenfure.  Here  too  they  excommuni¬ 
cate,  and  receive  again  to  Communion.  Of  all  which  ex- 
aft  Regiftcrs  are  kept. 

From  thefe  Meetings  Appeals  lie  to  their  yearly  Affem¬ 
blies,  which  are  always  held  in  London ,  and  confift  of 
three  Orders  or  Claffes  :  namely,  Reprefentatives  fent 
from  the  quarterly  Meetings,  Correfpondents  for  the 
feveral  Counties,  and  foreign  Countries,  and  Minifters 
or  Preachers.  Hither  are  tranfmitted  Accounts  of  what 
has  been  tranfafted  in  all  the  monthly  and  quarterly  Meet¬ 
ings.  Here  Meafures  are  concerted,  and  Directions  given 
as  to  Behaviour  about  Tythes,  Rates,  &c.  and  here  they 
compofe  Differences,  and  make  Provifion  for  the  Poor. 

'  Here  public  Accounts  are  audited  ;  and  proper  Infrac¬ 
tions  given  to  the  Deputies,  to  be  obferved  at  their  Re¬ 
turn  ;  and  from  hence  a  yearly  E piffle  of  Admonition 
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is  dispatched,  to  be  read  in  all  the  monthly  and  quarterly 
Meetings. 

The  Second  Days  Aiceting  is  a  Handing  Committee, 
confifting  of  the  principal  Preachers  in  and  about  the  City, 
who  meet  every  Monday  to  concert  particular  Cafes 
and  Exigencies,  which  happen  between  the  yearly  Meet¬ 
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The  Meeting  of  Sufferings  is  held  likewife  every  Week, 
and  confiffs  of  the  Correfpondents  for  each  County.  Its 
Buftnefs  is,  to  receive  Complaints  from  fuch  as  have  Of¬ 
fered  for  Non-payment  of  Tythes  and  Rates,  and  to  pro¬ 
cure  them  relief,  either  by  fending  them  Money  (for 
which  they  have  fettled  a  Fund)  or  by  folliciting  their 
Caufe,  or  both. 

The  Diffenters  ftriclly  comprifed  in  the  ASl  ofTolerationy 
can  be  looked  upon  to  be  no  other,  but  the  three  Deno¬ 
minations  of  Prefbyterians ,  Independents.,  and  Anabaptifs. 

But  there  are  many  other  Denominations  that  call  them- 
felves  Chrifians ,  which  take  fan  cl u ary  in  the  Act  of  Tolera¬ 
tion,  under  the  Wings  of  thofe  three  original  Sebls.  Such 
as  Independent-Baptifs ,  Sabbatarians ,  Sabbatarian-Baptifsy 
Antinomians ,  Muggletonians ,  Methodifs ,  Armenians ,  and 
Socinians.  Though  thefe  two  laft  are  rather  to  be  found 
in  the  Dodlrine  and  Principles  of  Churchmen  and  Diffen- 
ters,  than  in  any  particular  fepardte  Congregation. 

The  Independent  B  apt  if  means  no  more  than  a  Baptif 
under  the  Independent  Model  of  Church  Government. 

The  Sabbatarians  are  fo  called  from  their  Uriel  Obfer- 
vance  of  the  feventh  Day  of  the  Week,  as  the  proper  Day 
or  Sabbath ,  let  apart  for  the  Worfhip  of  God.  And 
juftify  their  Practice  by  alledging,  that  the  Jewijh  Sab¬ 
bath  was  never  abrogated  b.y  the  New  Teftament:  and 
that  where  God  has  given  a  command,  it  is  the  Crea¬ 
ture’s  Duty  to  obferve  and  obey  it,  till  abrogated  or 
altered  by  another  exprefs  divine  Command. 

A  Sabbatarian-Baptif  is  a  Baptift,  who,  to  his  other 
Tenets,  adds  the  Sabbatarian  Practice  and  Obfervation  of 
the  Seventh  Day. 

Antinomians  run  into  the  other  extreme,  and  teach  that 
the  Law  is  of  no  ufe  under  the  Gofpel  Difpenfation.  And 
they  are  faid  to  hold,  “  That  good  Works  do  not  further, 
nor  evil  Works  hinder  our  Salvation,  and  that  a  Child 
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©f  God  cannot  fin  ;  with  many  other  ftrange  Do£lrines 
and  Opinions. 

The  Muggletonians  fpring  from  Lodowick  Muggleton ,  a  Muggle 
Journeyman  Taylor,  and  his  AfTociate  Reeves ,  in  the  nians’ 
Year  1657.  Thefe  two  fet  up  for  great  Prophets; 
afiumed  the  Character  of  the  two  Iaft  Witnefles  of  God, 
that  fhould  appear  before  the  End  of  the  World,  and 
pretended  to  a  Power  to  fave,  and  to  damn,  whom  they 
pleafed.  This  Sedt,  at  firft,  gained  much  credit,  in 
thofe  Days,  when  Enthufiafm  and  Diftradtion  divided 
the  Nation :  But  there  is  no  more  than  juft  a  faint 
Refemblance  of  the  Original  preferved  in  the  Meeting  of 
a  very  few  peaceable,  and  well-meaning  Men,  milled  by 
the  Error  of  their  own  Judgment,  in  regard  to  the 
divine  Authority  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  State  of  the 
Dead. 

Of  late  Years  the  Nation  has  been  fub-divided  and  Metho- 
aifturbed  by  a  new  Sect  of  Separatifts,  called  Methodifis, 

■who  under  the  pretence  of  being  more  righteous  before 
God,  and  more  ftridt  in  the  Doctrine  and  Principles 
laid  down  in  the  Articles  and  Homilies  of  the  Church  of 
England ,  made  no  Scruple  to  fet  up  an  Altar,  and  a 
Pulpit,  in  Oppofition  to  their  Mother  Church,  and  to 
enforce  a  Faith  and  Practice  unknown  to  the  Church  of 
England.  This  Schifm  was  begun  about  the  Year  1734, 
by  feveral  young  Divines  of  Oxford ,  who  pretended  to  a 
more  regular  FV  ay  of  Life,  than  their  Cotemporaries  at 
College,  and  to  a  more  orthodox  Doftrine,  and  powerful 
Method  of  Preaching  the  Word  of  Go d ;  which  they  af¬ 
firmed  was  not  preached  to  the  People  fo  fully  and  fair¬ 
ly,  as  it  ought  to  be.*  But  when  the  moft  forward  of 
them  found  a  large  Field  of  Credulity,  and  the  popular 
Inclination  to  fwallow  down  their  Abufe  and  Scandal, 
retailed,  on  all  Occafions,  to  the  ignorant  Populace 
againft  their  ftated  Minifters,  and  that  the  moft  ready 
Way  to  preferment  appeared  to  fet  up  a  Tabernacle  for 
themfelves,  Meftrs.  John  and  Charles  Wejlley ,  and  Mr. 

George  Whitfield ,  purfued  this  Plan  with  all  their  Might 
and  Bitternefs  againft  their  Mother  Church,  in  whofe 
Arms  they  had  been  fo  lately  nurfed. 

*  See  Mr.  Whitfield' s  Preface  to  the  firft  Edition  of  his  firft 
yolume  of  Sermons. 
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For  a  fhort  Time  thefe  three  united  their  joint  Forces 
to  increafe  and  confirm,  in  their  numerous  Followers, 
at  Field  Preaching ,  the  dillike  of  the  fettled  parochial 
Clergy,  and  to  conciliate  their  Efteem  for  new  up-ftart 
Doctrines.  Then  their  Purfes  were  tried  :  And  when 
it  was  found  that  Men  pay  more  freely  for  their  own 
Fieafure,  than  for  a  much  better  Matter  impofed  by 
Lav/  and  Authority,  the  Preachers  grew  jealous  and  en¬ 
vious  of  one  another ;  ran  counter  in  fome  Points  of 
Doctrine  ;  and  at  laft  fplit  into  two  Parts  ;  the  one  by 
the  Name  of  Whitfieldlites ,  and  the  other  TVeffilites  :  both 
of  them,  to  this  Day,  priding  themfelves  in  wearing  the 
Garb  of  a  Minifter  of  the  Church  of  England-,  but  neg¬ 
lect  the  Ufe  of  the  Liturgy,  and  in  its  Place  fubftitute 
extemporary  Prayers  :  and  they  not  only  preach  in  the 
Highways,  Fields,  and  Meeting  Houfes  of  any,  and  every 
Denomination  ;  but  they  employ  Lay-men,  and  ignorant 
Pretenders,  and  Enthufiafts  to  fupply  their  Places,  when 
abfent,  to  preach,  and,  as  they  call  it,  to  expound  the 
Scriptures,  By  which  Means,  fuch  is  the  Medley  of 
their  Doctrines  and  Practices,  fo  changeable,  and  lo  in- 
confiftent,  that  the  mod  penetrating  Obfener,  has  not 
been  able  to  dive  into  their  Syftems,  any  otherwife,  than 
they  find  the  Whole  calculated  to  raife  Money.  Which 
End  has  been  anfwered  fo  effectually,  that  many  and 
large  Meeting  Houfes  have  been  built  by  both  Parties,  at 
a  very  extraordinary  Expence,  and  their  Preachers  have 
gathered  more  Riches,  than  many  of  our  Bifhopricks  are 
worth,  in  their  annual  Revenues. 

There  is  alfo  a  Set  of  People,  who  arrived  in  England 
about  the  Year  1737,  known  by  the  Name  of  Unitas  fra- 
trum ,  or  the  United  Brethren ,  of  the  Moravian  Church, 
under  Epifcopal  Jurifdiction  :  though  conftituted  in  fuch 
a  Form,  as  to  be  really  joined  in  Love  with  all  Prctef- 
tants.  Their  Dodtrine  is  acknowledged  to  agree  in  -  all 
Points  with  the  Confeffion  of  Angjbourg  ;  and  their  Suc- 
ceffion  to  be  derived  from  the  earlieff  Account  of  Time, 
through  the  Adminiftration  of  the  JValdenfes ,  of  which  we 
read  the  following  Teftimony  of  Archbiihop  Saner  oft,  in 
an  Account  of  the  diftreffed  Eftate  of  the  ancient  Church 
of  the  Fraternal  Unity  addreffed  to  the  Church  of  England 
in  King  Charles  the  Second’s  Reign  ;  where  it  is  fet 
forth,  “  That  the  Bohemian  (or  Moravian )  Church  has 

“  been 
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*c  been  free  from  her  Infancy,  for  almoft  feven  hun- 
<c  dred  Years,  from  the  Encroachments  of  the  Roonan  See  : 
“  Crufhed  at  laft  by  its  prevailing  Power,  was  finking 
“  apace  into  Death  and  Ruin.  When  being  ready  to  ex- 
“  pire,  fhe  brought  forth  a  Benoni ,  a  Progeny,  which 
“  growing  up  in  feveral  Parts  of  Bohemia ,  animated  and 
“  acled  by  one  and  the  fame  Spirit,  obtained  the  Name 
“  of  Unitas  Fratrum ,  Fraternal  Unity.”  And  “  That 
“  this  Fraternity,  the  Heirefs  of  the  truly  ancient  Faith, 
“  watered  and  (enriched  with  the  Blood  of  John  Hufs ,  and 
“  Jerome  of  Prague ,  her  famous  Martyrs,  taking  deep 
“  Root  in  Bohemia,  fpread  its  Boughs  as  far  as  Poland ', 
“  renounced  the  growing  Errors  of  Popery,  and  pre- 
“  ferved  the  Succeffion  of  epifcopal  Orders. 

Comcnius  adds,  “  That  in  their  Diftrefs,  the  Brethrens 
“  chief  Concern  was  about  Paftors  for  the  Souls  ; 
**  whence  they  fhould  get  them,  when  thofe  they  had  at 
“  prefent  fihould  deceafe.  At  length,  in  the  Year  1467, 
“  the  chief  Perfons  from  Bohemia  and  Moravia ,  about 
“  feventy  in  number,  alfembled  at  a  Village  near  Rich- 
*•  now ,  called  Lhota  :  and,  having  poured  forth  many 
“  Prayers  and  Tears  to  God,  that  he  would  vouchfafe  to 
“  fnew  whether  he  approved  of  their  Defign,  they  re- 
“  folved  to  enquire  the  divine  Will  by  Lot.  They 
“  then  chofe  nine  Men  by  Vote  amongft  themfelves, 
“  whom  they  judged  particularly  fit  for  the  Miniftry  ; 

V  and,  having  put  into  the  Hands  of  a  Child  twelve 
“  Pieces  of  Paper  folded  up,  they  bid  him  diftribute  to 
‘‘  thofe  nine  Aden,  a  Paper  to  each.  Nine  of  thefe  Pa- 
“  pers  were  blank,  and  three  had  the  Word  est,  it 
“  is,  written  on  each  of  them  ;  fo  that  it  was  polfible  all 
“  nine  might  have  got  blank  Papers,  which  would  have 

V  imported  a  negative  Will  of  God.  But,  fo  it  hap- 
“  pened,  that  the  three  on  which  was  wrote  the  Word 
“  est,  it  is,  fell  to  the  Lot  of  Matthias  Kuchnwald  a  very 
“  pious  Man  ;  Thomas  Przelaucius,  a  learned  Alan,  and 
“  Elias  Krzenowius,  a  Alan  of  fingular  Prudence  :  thefe 
“  found  Stephen,  Bifhop  of  the  Waldenfes.  Who  fending 

for  the  other  Bifhop,  and  fome  of  the  Aliniflers,  de- 
“  dared  to  them  their  Succeffion  from  the  Time  of  Con- 
“  Jlantine,  &c.  They  created  thofe  three  Bifhops  by  Im- 
“  pofition  of  Hands,  and  fent  them  back  in  Peace  to  or- 
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<c  dain,  whom  they  pleafed,  to  keep  up  the  Epifcopa'i 
44  Church  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia 

This  Church,  without  cenfuring  any  other  about  the 
Mode  cf  eccleftaftical  Order  and  Government,  prefcribes 
to  herfelf  that,  which  feems  more  conformable  to  the 
primitive  Times.  The  Function  ofBifhops  in  the  Uni¬ 
ty,  is  the  fame  as  in  the  univerfal  Church,  for  the  go¬ 
verning  of  the  ecclefiaftical  Conftitution,  and  the  ordain¬ 
ing  of  its  Minifters. 

This  Bohemian ,  and  Moravian  Church  had  always  Cho- 
repifcopi  alfo  to  aftift  the  Bifhops.  So  the  whole  clerical 
Order  among  the  Brethren,  confifts  of  five  Degrees,  viz. 
Acoluths ,  who  are  young  Perfons  to  be  prepared  for  the 
Miniftry,  Deacons,  Minifters,  or  Priefts,  Chorepifcopiy 
and  Bilhops  without  any  certain  Seat  or  ftated  Diocefs. 
Which  is,  and  mull  be  always  the  Cafe  in  a  Pilgrim 
Church,  and  obnoxious  to  fo  many  Viciftitudes,  as  this 
has  been.  See  Asia  Fratrum  Unitatis  in  Anglia,  1749, 
p.  1 12,  &:c. 

This  Church,  having  no  fettled  Revenues  from  the 
State  under  which  they  exercife  their  Religion,  and  find¬ 
ing,  by  Experience,  that  there  can  be  no  Perminence 
without  the  Means  of  Subfiftence,  they  have  by  the 
means  of  fome  great  and  good  Men  found  a  way  to  raife 
an  artificial  Fund  to  anfwer  the  Demands  of  their  Con¬ 
ftitution.  Which  I  conceive  to  be  a  Sort  of  common 
Stock,  employed  in  fending  out  and  fettling  Colonies, 
and  improved  by  Induftry  and  Manufactures  ;  to  make 
the  fecular  Part  fupport  the  ecclefiaftick,  and  to  pay  the 
Expence  of  fending  Miffionaries  to  convert  the  Heathens 
in  different  and  moft  diftant  Parts  of  the  World,  and 
even  to  preach  to  the  Slaves  at  Algiers. 

For  this  Purpofe  the  Moravian  Rulers  applied  to  the 
BritiJh  Government,  and  obtained  Leave  to  fettle  in  the 
Deferts  of  North- America.  And  feveral  Places  in  our  own 
Ifland,  efpecially  Pudfey ,  near  Leeds ,  in  the  JVeJl-Riding 
of  Torkjhire ,  enjoy  a  Share  of  their  Labours  and  Expences 
in  a  well  regulated  Manufactory  of  Cloth,  &c. 

Their  prefent  flourifhing  State  is  owing,  under  God, 
chiefly  to  that  noble  and  excellent  Perfon,  Count  Zinzen- 
dorff~y  whofe  Eftate  laid  in  the  Upper  Lufatia ,  on  the 
Borders  of  Bohemia  and  Sile/ia,  which  he  dedicated  to  the 
Ufe,  and  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  perfecuted  Remains  of 

the 
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the  Moravian  and  Bohemian  Churches,  in  his  fmall  Ter¬ 
ritory  or  Dominion.  To  whom  BiPnop  JablonJky  writes 
fo  early  as  March,  173 5.  “  I  am  no  Ways  able  to 
<c  exprefs  the  inward  Joy  of  my  Heart,  which  I  feel  on 
“  that  Account,  that  the  merciful  God,  in  my  old  Age, 
‘c  has  let  me  yet  live  to  fee  how  our  beloved  Bohemian 
“  Moravian  Brethrens’  Congregation,  which,  in  her 
“  native  Country,  was  fuppreffed,  and  feemed  to  be  ex- 
“  tinguifhed,  has  yet  been  counted  worthy  by  God  to 
tc  difperfe  the  Seed  ofhis  holy  Gofpel,  even  amongft  the 
“  remoteft  Nations  in  the  old  and  new  World.” 

From  a  fmall  Account  publifhed.  in  the  Year  1758, 
in  the  French  Tongue,  we  fhall  add  the  following  incon- 
teftable  Fadls. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia 
began  or  appeared  in  the  Form  of  a  particular  and  vifi- 
ble  Church  in  the  Year  1457.  At  which  time  they  fe- 
parated  from  the  Taborites,  and  took  fandfuary  near  to 
Lititz ,  on  the  Borders  of  Silefia ,  in  the  hereditary  Coun¬ 
try  of  George  Podiebrad  King  of  Bohemia. 

The  Members  of  this  Church  took  to  themfelves  the 
Name  of  The  Brethren ,  and  being  compofed  of  Bohemians 
and  Moravians ,  they  were  called  the  Brethren  of  Bohemia 
and  Moravia.  But  upon  the  Perfecution  of  the  Vaudois, 
they  being  joined  by  a  great  Number  of  the  Refugees  of 
that  Denomination,  they  were  for  fome  time  included  un¬ 
der  the  common  Appellation  of  Vaudois. 

Some  Time  after  this  Community  being  difperfed 
into  feveral  Nations,  as  PruJJia ,  Poland,  England,  Werten- 
berg  and  Saxony,  each  of  thofe  Emigrations  became  new 
Settlements,  and  their  Church,  thus  difperfed,  was 
branched  out  with  People  of  divers  Countries,  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  made  it  impoflible  to  diftinguifh  them  under 
the  Name  of  each  Nation  in  which  they  were  fettled. 
Therefore  they  took  up  the  general  Name  of  Brethren  of 
the  Unity ,  or  United  Brethren :  the  Name  which  ail  their 
different  Colonies  have  taken  for  three  hundred  Years 
paft,  and  by  which  they  are  at  prefent  known  and  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  he.  ex¬ 
cept  the  Directory  of  the  Evangelic  Miniftry  in  Sax¬ 
ony,  who,  in  the  Year  1750,  call  them  Evangelic  Bre¬ 
thren. 
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It  is  certain  that  this  Church  of  Lititz ,  which  was 
eftablifhed  and  flourifhed  cinquant  Anes ,  before  the  Refor¬ 
mation,  was  an  Efclavonian  Church,  defcended  from  the 
ancint  Chriftians  of  Bulgaria,  and  confequently  a  Greek- 
Church ;  and  by  preferving  the  Purity  of  evangelical 
Faith  from  the  Superftitions  of  her  Greek  Mother,  this 
became  the  only  vifible  evangelical  Church  after  the  Fall 
of  the  oriental  Church. 

This  expofed  them  to  continual  Perfecution  from 
the  Weftern  or  Latin  Churches.  And  in  Courfe  of  Time 
many  of  the  Bohemian  and  Moravian  People  were 
compelled  to  fubmit  (at  leal!  outwardly)  to  the  Romifh 
Religion.  They,  who  v/ere  ftronger  in  Faith,  came  to 
a  Refolution  to  quit  their  native  Country,  and  to  feek  a 
peaceable  Enjoyment  of  their  Religion  in  fcrange  Coun¬ 
tries.  And  fome  others,  who  continued  in  their  own 
Country,  feparated  from  their  conforming  Brethren, 
maintained  the  Faith,  and  exercifed  their  Religion  in  pri¬ 
vate.  In  this  Manner  they  continued  down  to  our  Days, 
in  which  they  have  found  a  favourable  Opportunity  to 
make  folid  Eftablifhments,  and  openly  to  profefs  their 
Religion. 

It  muft  be  alfo  obferved,  that  the  Church  of  Lititz  at 
its  firft  Eftablifhment,  received  epifcopal  Ordination,  and 
Sanction  from  the  Vaudois.  And  that,  long;  after,  when 
their  laft  Bifhop  Etienne ,  or  Stephen ,  was  burnt  at  Vi¬ 
enna,  the  Members  of  this  Church  were  received  in  Bohe¬ 
mia  and  Moravia.  In  fine,  that  the  faid  Church  fince  the 
Reformation  has  been  admitted  to  the  brotherly  Union  of 
thofe  Churches,  which  embrace  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Gofpel. 

Luther  and  Calvin  held  this  Church  in  great  Efteem  : 
and  thofe  Brethren  conducted  themfelves  with  the  greateft 
impartiality  towards  thofe  Reformers,  keeping  the  middle 
Way  between  the  Lutherans  and  Catvinijls.  And  by  the 
Advice  of  the  Calviniflical  Divines,  the  Polonian  Protef- 
tants,  of  the  Helvetic  Confeffion,  joined  themfelves  to  the 
Brethren  of  the  Polonian  Branch.  Which  Union  was  fo- 
Jemnly  made  in  the  Synod  of  Sendomir,  A.D.  157b.  But 
before  this  Union  ‘John  He  Lafco  their  Bilhop,  was  in  the 
Year  1549,  called  from  Poland  to  London,  to  prefide 
over  the  foreign  Churches  fettled  in  the  great  Church 
of  late  the  Augufiine  Friars.  John  Amos  Commenius ,  who  is 
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thought  to  be  the  laft  Bifhop  of  the  Brethren  in  the  Mo¬ 
ravian  Branch,  wrote  the  Hiftory  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren:  which  he  calls  his  Mother:  and  in  his  De¬ 
dication  thereof  to  King  Charles  II.  commends  the  faid 
Church  in  a  moft  preiTmg  manner  to  the  Care  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Which  Exhortation,  though  it  met 
not  with  its  immediate  Eftedt,  laid  the  Foundation  of  that 
feafonable  Relief,  the  Brethren,  reduced  to  the  lowed 
Ebb  in  the  Year  1716,  met  with  from  King  George  I. 
and  his  Privy-Counci,  which  ordered  Sermons  and  chari¬ 
table  Contributions  to  be  made  in  England  for  their  help, 
and  recognized  them  to  be  an  ancient  evangelic  epifcopal 
Church. 

In  the  Year  1722,  almoft  100  Years  from  the  Time 
of  their  coming  into  Moravia,  the  Brethren,  who  had 
left  the  Romijh  and  embraced  the  Evangelic  Religion,  ad- 
drefled  themfelves,  and  were  recommended  by  charitable 
Friends  to  Count  Tjin7.end.orff,  to  find  a  Place  of  fa fe  Re¬ 
treat  in  fome  Proteftant  Territories.  This  could  not  be 
fo  eafily  effected.  Wherefore  the  good  Count  permitted 
them  to  fettle  upon  his  own  Territory,  and  Eftate  near 
the  Village  of  Bertholdfdorff.  By  which  was  laid  the 
Foundation  of  the  Colony  called  Herrenhout ,  i.  e.  The 
Defence  of  the  Lord ,  fituated  at  the  Foot  of  a  Hill  called 
Hutherg ,  in  the  Road  to  Prague.  Neverthelefs  the  Emi¬ 
gration  of  the  true  Defcendants  of  the  ancient  Brethren  of 
Moravia,we.s  not  madetill  between  the  Year  1724,  and  17  33. 

Herrenhout  was  not  capable  of  holding  all  that  fled  thi¬ 
ther  to  join  that  Church.  The  Brethren  fought  new 
Eftablifhments  in  Saxony,  Brandenburgh ,  Silefia ,  Vogtland , 
on  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine ,  in  Holland ,  England,  Ireland, 
and  in  Britijh  America.  And  being  received  and  pri¬ 
vileged  by  the  Sovereigns  of  thefe  different  States,  the 
Brethren  fent  cut  and  eftablifhed  feveral  Millions  alfo  for 
the  Converfion  of  the  Heathens  ;  having  obtained  epif¬ 
copal  Ordination  from  the  Bifhops  of  the  Brethren  of  the 
Branch  of  Poland. 

In  the  Year  1736,  Dr.  John  Potter  Archbifhop,  of 
Canterbury ,  recommended  the  Brethren  of  Herrenhout  to 
the  Governors  of  Georgia,  to  be  by  them  employed  in 
the  Converfion  of  the  Negroes  and  Indian  Natives  ;  and 
vouched  for  their  being  Members  of  an  apoftolick  and  epif¬ 
copal  Church,  and  that  their  Dodtrine  was  not  contrary 

to 
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to  the  thirty-nine  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England :  And 
Count  Zinxendorff  having  received  epifcopal  Ordination 
and  Confecration,  the  fame  illuftrious  Prelate,  in  his 
Letter  of  Solicitation  on  that  Occafion,  expreffes  hirnfelf 
concerning  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  thefe  Words. 
Sandium  vereque  illujlrem  Caihedram  ....  Una  cum  pura , 
primavaque  Fide ,  primesvam  etia?n  Ecclefia  Dijciplinain  con- 
Jlanter  adhuc  tuentem ,  i.  e.  A  holy  and  lively  illujtrious 
Church ,  which  has  preferved  hitherto  the  Difcipline  of  the 
primitive  Church  with  the  Purity  of  the  ancient  E'aith.  And 
this  Report  of  the  Archbifhop  greatly  fwayed  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  with  the 
Houfe~  of  Lords  afiembied  in  Parliament,  when  in  the 
Year  1749,  they  acknowledged  the  Brethren  to  be  an 
ancient  epifcopal  Church,  and  worthy  to  be  taken  under 
the  Proteftion  of  the  Laws  of  Great  Britain. 

Thefe  Chrifian  People,  having  laid  out  great  Sums  of 
Money  in  our  Colonies,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Britijh 
Dominions,  and  having  feveral  Scruples  about  taking 
Oaths  and  bearing  of  Arms,  which  frequently  made  them 
uneafy,  and  greatly  obftrudtcd  the  Progrefs  of  their  Co¬ 
lonies  and  Settlements,  applied  to  Parliament  for  Relief, 
and  certain  Privileges  or  Exemptions  :  and  it  was  fet 
forth  in  the  21  George  II.  That  44  Whereas  many  of  the 
44  People  of  the  Church  or  Congregations  called  the 
44  Unitas  Fratrum ,  or  United  Brethren ,  are  fettled  in  his 
44  Majefty’s  Colonies  in  America ,  and  demean  themfelves 
44  there,  as  a  fober,  quiet,  and  induftrious  People ;  and 
44  many  others  of  the  fame  Perfuafion,  are  deftrous  to 
44  tranfport  themfelves  to,  and  make  larger  Settlements 
<c  in  the  faid  Colonies  at  their  own  Expence,  provided 
4C  they  may  be  indulged  with  a  full  Liberty  of  Confci- 
44  ence,  and  in  the  Exercife  of  the  Religion  which  they 
44  profefs  ;  and  feveral  of  the  faid  Brethren  do  confcien- 
44  tioufly  fcruple  the  taking  of  an  Oath,  and  likewife  do 
44  confcientioufly  fcruple  bearing  Arms,  or  perfonally 
44  ferving  in  any  military  capacity,  although  they  are 
44  willing  and  ready  to  contribute  whatever  Sums  of 
44  Money  fhall  be  thought  a  reafonable  Compenfation 
44  for  fuch  Service,  and  which  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the 
44  Defence  and  Support  of  his  Majefty’s  Perfon  and  Go- 
44  vernment ;  and  that  whereas  the  faid  Congregations 
are  an  ancient  Proteftant  epifcopal  Church,  Gtc.  It 

was 
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was  enabled,  That  every  Perfon  being  a  Member  of 
“  the  faid  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church,  who  fhall  be 
“  required  upon  any  lawful  Occafion  to  take  an  Oath 

in  any  Cafe  where  by  Law  an  Oath  is  or  fhall  be  re- 
<c  quired,  fhall,  in  inftead  of  the  ufual  Form,  be  permit- 
“  ted  to  make  his  or  her  folemn  Affirmation  or  Decla- 
iC  ration  in  thefe  Words  following  : 

I  A.  B.  do  declare  in  the  Prefence  of  Almighty  God, 
the  Witncfs  of  the  Truth  of  what  I  fay. 

And  further  it  was  enadled,  “  That  every  Perfon 
“  who  is  a  Member  of  the  faid  Church  fhall  be  difcharged 
“  from  all  perfonal  military  Service  in  America ,  upon 
“  Payment  of  the  Rate  ufually  afTefTed  upon  others  in 
“  the  faid  Colonies  to  excufe  their  perfonal  Attendance 
“  to  bear  Arms.  And  to  prevent  Frauds,  or  to  deter 
“  other  People,  not  of  this  Church,  from  affuming  the 
“  Name,  or  perfonating  the  Member  of  the  faid  Bohemian- 
“  Moravian  epifcopal  Church,  it  was  further  enadbed, 
“  That  all  Perfons  claiming  the  Benefit  and  Privilege 
“  of  the  faid  Adi,  fhall  produce  a  Certificate  of  the  Bifhop 
“  or  Paftor  of  the  faid  Church  or  Congregation,  that 
“  they  are  Members  of  the  faid  Church. 

In  the  Year  1760,  the  above  mentioned  Count  departed 
this  Life  :  but  the  Brethrens  Congegations  have,  not- 
withftanding  that  Lofs,  ftill  continued  their  Conftitution 
and  Courfe  as  before. 

Befides  their  Million  among  the  Indians  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica ,  they  have  ufed  fome  Endeavours  to  convey  to  the 
poor  Negroes  in  "Jamaica,  Antigua  and  Barbadoes ,  the 
Knowledge  of  Chrift,  without  infringing  their  Obligation 
to  their  Matters. 

As  to  what  has  been  written  to  the  Difadvantage  of 
thefe  People,  it  mutt  be  left  to  Perfons  of  Penetration 
and  Impartiality  to  judge  for  themfelves,  whether  they 
have  been  rightly  or  wrong  reprefented  :  They  have  cer¬ 
tainly  conducted  themfelves  as  quiet  and  loyal  People, 
who  caufe  no  Difturbance  to  the  State. 

All  the  foregoing  Denominations  which  differ,  or 
have  feparated  from  the  Church  of  England ,  are  tolerated 
by  Law  under  the  Sanction  of  being  Protejlant  Churches. 
But  there  remains  another  Church  within  thefe  Domi¬ 
nions,  which  lays  an  original  Claim  to  the  Church  of 
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England ,  and  affirms  that  the  prefcnt  Eftablilhment  by 
Law  is  a  Separation  from  the  Church  of  Rome. 

Thefe  are  called  Papijls,  and  their  Religion  Popery, 
the  Devotees  and  Religion  of  the  Pope  of  Rome,  whom 
they  acknowledge  to  be  Head  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
upon  Earth,  and  their  infallible  Guide  in  Matters  of 
Faith,  and  Judge  in  all  Controverfies  of  a  religious  Na¬ 
ture.  Which  Subjection  to  the  Pope  being  dangerous  to 
the  State  'and  Conftitution  of  England ,  tending  to  eredd  a 
Dominion  fuperior  to  the  King,  over  his  Subjects,  and 
to  difturb  the  Tranquility  and  Government  of  the  Na¬ 
tion,  by  Infurreddions  and  Rebellions,  fomented  and 
raifed  by  papal  Intrigues,  Difpenfacions  and  Bulls,  the 
Legiflature  from  Time  to  Time,  ever  fince  the  Eftablilh- 
ment  of  the  Reformation  in  the  Church  of  England ,  has 
thought  proper  to  make  fevere  penal  Laws  to  prevent 
its  iniquitous  Pradtices  againft  the  State  under  the  Mafk 
of  a  religious  Profeffion.  So  that  Popery  is  the  only  Re¬ 
ligion  prohibited  in  England. 

The  firft  Add  Queen  Elizabeth  palled  was  to  take  off 
the  Jurifdiddion  of  the  See  of  Rome ,  which  had  been  re- 
eftablifhed  by  her  Sifter  Mary  ;  and  to  take  off  all  coer¬ 
cive  Power  whatfoever  from  eccleftaftical  Perfons. 
Which  Add  was  intituled  An  Adi  to  reftore  to  the  Crown  the 
Ancient  Jurisdiction,  &c.  i  Eliz.  c.  r. 

The  next  Add  levied  againft  the  Papifts  was,  the  Adi 
cf  Uniformity ,  and  Common  Prayer ,  and  Service  in  the 
Church ,  and  Adminifiration  of  the  Sacrament ,  which, 
amongft  other  Particulars,  inflidds  a  Penalty  of  twelve 
Pence  for  not  corning  to  Church  cvety  Sunday  and  Holy  Day , 
in  order  to  expel  the  Fopperies  and  Superftition  of  the 
Church  of  Rome. 

By  another  Add  intituled,  An  Add  to  retain  the  Queen's 
Majefty’s  Subjedds  in  their  due  Obedience,  tpc.  it  is 
made  high  Treafon  to  reconcile  any ,  or  for  any  to  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  the  See  of  Rome  ;  to  withdraw,  or  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  the  eftablifhed  Religion,  to  the  Romijh  Re¬ 
ligion  i  and  it  wras  thereby  furthci  enadded,  that  e\  -ry 
one  faying  Mafs,  fhall  forfeit  two  hundred  Marks,  and 
every  one  that  hears  it,  one  hundred  Marks  ;  and  that 
every  one  above  fixteen  Years  old,  not  repairing  to  fome 
Church  or  Chapel,  but  forbearing  the  fame,  contrary  to 

the  Paid  Statute,  i  Eliz.  c.  2.  lhall,  being  lawfully  con- 
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Vi£Ied,  Ihall  forfeit  twenty  Shillings  for  every  Month  ;  which 
Penalty  was  by  29  Eliz.  c.  6.  increafed  to  twenty  Pounds 
per  Month,  for  every  Month  after  Conviction,  till  they 
came  to  Church.  And  in  Default  of  Payment  to  feize 
all  their  Goods,  and  two  Parts  of  their  real  Eftate. 

In  the  27  Eliz.  there  palled  an  Act  intituled,  An  Aft 
againfl  Jcfuits ,  feminary  Priejls ,  and  other  fnch  like  dif obe¬ 
dient  Perfons  ;  in  which  it  was  enacted  by  c.  2,  feet.  3. 
That  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  or  for  any  Jefuit ,  femi- 
nary  Priejl,  or  other  fitch  Priejl,  Deacon,  or  religious  or 
ecclcjiajhcal  Perfon  whatfoever ,  being  born  within  this 
Realm,  or  any  other  her  Highnefs’s  Dominions ,  made ,  ordain¬ 
ed  or  profejfed ,  or  hereafter  to  be  made ,  ordained ,  or  profef- 
fed ,  by  any  Authority  or  Jurisdiction  derived,  challenged 
or  pretended  from  the  See  of  Rome,  by  or  of  what  Name, 
1  itle  or  Degree  foever  the  fame  {hall  be  called  or  known, 
to  come  into,  be  or  remain  in  any  Part  of  this  Realm ,  or 
any  other  her  Highnefs’s  Dominions,  after  the  End  of  forty 
Days  after  the  Expiration  of  that  Seffion  of  Parliament, 
other  than  in  fuch  fpecial  Cafes,  and  upon  fuch  Special 
Occafions  only,  and  for  fuch  Time  only,  as  is  exprelTed 
in  this  Act  ;  and  if  he  do,  that  then  every  fuch  Offence 
Shall  be  taken  and  adjudged  to  be  high  Treason  :  and 
every  Perfon  fo  offending,  fhall,  for  his  Offence,  be  ad¬ 
judged  a  Traytor,  and  fall  fuffer,  lofe  and  forfeit,  as 
in  Cafe  of  high  Treason. 

That  every  Perfon  which  after  the  End  of  the  fame 
forty  Days,  and  after  fuch  Time  of  Departure,  as  before 
limitted,  fhall  wittingly  and  willingly  receive,  relieve , 
comfort ,  aid,  or  maintain  any  fuch  Jefuit,  feminary  Priejl , 
or  other  Priejl ,  Deacon  or  religious  or  ecclefiajiical  Perfon ,  as 
is  aforefaid,  being  at  Liberty,  or  out  of  hold,  knoiving  him 
to  be  a  Jefuit,  feminary  Priejl,  or  other  fuch  Priejl,  Deacon, 
or  religious  or  ecclefiaftical Perfon,  as  is  aforefaid,  fhall  alfo 
for  fuch  Oftence,  be  adjugded  a  Felon  without  Benefit  of 
Clergy,  and  fuffer  Death ,  lofe  and  forfeit ,  as  in  Cafe  of  one 
attainted  of  Felony. 

That  if  any  of  her  Majefty’s  Subjets  (not  be  a  Jefuit, 
feminary  Priejl ,  or  other  fuch  Priejl ,  Deacon,  or  religious 
or  ecclefiajiical  Perfon,  as  is  before-mentioned)  brought  up 
in  any  College  of  Jefuits,  or  feminary ,  or  ordained,  in 
the  Parts  beyond  the  Seas,  or  out  of  this  Realm  in  any 
foreign  Parts,  fhali  not  within  fix  Months  next  after  Pro¬ 
clamation 
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clamation  in  that  behalf  to  be  made  in  the  City  of  Lon-* 
don ,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England ,  return  into  this 
Realm,  and  thereupon  within  two  Days  next  after  fuch 
Return,  before  the  Bifhop  of  the  Diocefe,  or  two  Juftices 
of  Peace  of  the  County,  where  he  fhall  arrive,  fubmlt 
him f  If  to  her  Majefty  and  her  Laws ,  and  take  the  Oath  fet 
forth  by  Adi  in  the  firft  Year  of  her  Reign  ;  That  then 
every  fuch  Perfon  which  fhall  otherwife  return ,  come  into , 
or  be  in  this  Realm ,  or  any  other  her  Highncfs’s  Dominions ,  for 
fuch  Offence  of  returning  or  being  in  this  Realm ,  or  any 
other  her  Highnefs’s  Dominions,  without  Submission,  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  alfo  be  adjudged  a  Traytor,  and fujfcr, 
lofe  and  forfeit,  as  in  Cafe  of  high  Treason. 

That  if  any  Perfon  under  her  Majefly’s  SubjeHion  or 
Obedience  fhall,  at  any  Diane  after  the  End  of  the  faid 
forty  Days,  by  Way  of  Exchange ,  or  by  any  other 
Shift ,  Way  or  Means  • whatfoever ,  wittingly  and  willingly , 
either  diredily  or  indirectly,  convey,  deliver  or  fend,  or 
caufe  or  procure  to  be  conveyed  or  delivered,  to  be  fent 
over  the  Seas,  or  out  of  this  Realm,  or  out  of  any  other  her 
Majefty  s  Dominions  or  Territories ,  into  any  foreign  Parts. 
(2.)  Or  fhall  othewile  wittingly  or  willingly  yield,  give  or 
contribute  any  Money  or  other  relief  to  or  for  any  Jefuit, 
feminary  Prieft,  or  fuch  other  Prieft,  Deacon,  or  religious 
or  ecclefiaftical  Perfon,  as  is  aforefaid  ;  (  3.)  Or  to  or  for 
the  Maintenance  or  Relief  of  any  College  ofjefuits,  or 
feminary  already  erected  or  ordained,  or  hereafter  to  be 
ereHed  or  ordained,  in  any  the  Parts  beyond  the  Seas,  or 
out  of  this  Realm  in  any  foreign  Parts  ;  (4. )  Or  of  any  Per¬ 
fon  then  being  of  or  in  any  the  fame  Colleges  or  Seminaries, 
and  not  returned  into  this  Realm  with  Submiffion,  as 
in  this  AH  is  exprelfed,  and  continuing  in  the  fame  Realm; 
(5.)  That  then  every  fuch  Perfon  fo  offending,  for  the 
fame  Offence  fhall  incur  the  Danger  and  Penalty  of  a 
Prcsmunire,  mentioned  in  the  Statute  of  Pramunire 
made  in  the  fixteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Richard 
the  Second. 

An  AH  palfed  1  Jac.  c.  4.  which  confirmed  all  the 
former  Statutes  made  againft  P opijh  Recufants  in  Queen 
Elizabeth’s  Reign,  and  ordained  that  they  fhould  be  put, 
in  due  and  exact  Execution. 

In  3  Car.  I.  there  paffed  an  AH  to  reftrain  the  prejfmg 
or  fending  of  any  to  be  popifhly  bred  beyond  the  Seas. 
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In  25  Car.  II.  an  Act  pafied  to  prevent  Danger 
which  may  happen  from  Popijh  Recufants ,  whereby  it  is 
enabled,  That  no  Perfon  that  will  not  take  the  Oaths 
of  Supremacy  and  Allegiance ,  and  fubferibe  the  Declaration 
Rgainft  Tranfubftaniiplion ,  fhall  be  able  to  enjoy  any 
Office  civil  or  military  under  the  Crown.  And  by 
30  Car.  II.  c.  2.  Papifts  were  difabled  from  fitting  in 
either  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

By  1  William  and  Mary ,  it  is  recited,  That  whereas 
the  great  Numbers  of  Papifts ,  reforting  to  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Weftminfter ,  are ,  and for  a  long  Time  have 
been  found  dangerous  to  the  Peace  and  Safety  of  this  Kingdom  ; 
for  the  better  Prefervation  of  the  common  Safety,  and 
avoiding  their  mifehievous  Practices  and  Defigns,  it  is 
enafted,  That  Papifts ,  and  reputed  Papifts ,  Jhall  be  removed 
from  the  Cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  tin 
Miles  diftance  from  the  fame. 

By  another  Aft  in  the  fame  Year  it  was  enafted. 
That  Papifts ,  and  reputed  Papifts,  fhall  be  difarmed.  And 
in  the  fame  Year  it  was  enafted,  That  the  two  Uni- 
Verfities  fhould  prefent  to  Benefices  belonging  to  Papifts. 
See  all  n  Geo.  II.  c.  17. 

In  the  11  and  12  Will.  III.  c.  4.  there  pafied  an 
Aft  to  prevent  the  Growth  of  Popery,  reciting,  That 
whereas  there  has  been  of  late  a  jnuch  greater  refort 
into  this  Kingdom  than  formerly  of  popijh  Bijhops , 
Pr lefts,  and  Jcfuits ,  and  they  do  very  openly,  and  in 
infolent  Manner,  affront  the  Laws,  and  daily  endea¬ 
vour  to  pervert  his  Majefty’s  natural-born  Subjefts,  which 
has  been-  occafioned  by  negleft  of  the  due  Execution  of 
the  Lav/s  already  in  Force  :  For  preventing  the  fur¬ 
ther  growth  of  Popery,  and  of  fuch  treafonable  and  exe¬ 
crable  Defigns  and  Confpiracies  againft  his  Majefty’s  Per¬ 
fon  and  Government,  and  the  eftablifhed  Religion,  as 
have  lately,  as  well  as  frequently  heretofore,  been 
brought  to  Light,  and  happily  defeated  by  the  wonder¬ 
ful  Providence  of  God  ;  Be  it  enafted,  that  from  and 
after  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  March  one  Thoufand 
and  feven  Hundred,  all  and  every  Perfon  and  P erfons,  who 
Jhall  apprehend  and  take  one  or  more  Popish  Bishop, 
Priest,  or  Jesuit,  and  profecute  him  or  them  fo  appre¬ 
hended  and  taken,  until  he  or  they  be  conviSled  of  saying 
Mass,  or  of  exercising  any'  other  Part  of  the 
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Office  or  Function  of  a  popifb  Bifop ,  or  Prieft 
•within  thefe  Realms ,  Jhall  have  and  receive  from  the  Sheriff 
or  Sheriffs  of  the  County ,  where fuch  Conviction  fall  be  made 
(without  paying  any  Fee  for  the  fame)  for  every  fuch 
Offender  fo  convicted ,  the  Sum  of  one  Hundred  Pounds, 
within  four  Months  after  fuch  Conviction ,  and  demand  thereof 
made. 

And  for  a  further  Remedy  againft  the  Growth  of  Pope¬ 
ry,  over  and  beyond  the  good  Laws  already  made,  Be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That  if  any 
pop  if  Bifop ,  Priefl  or  Jcfuit  whatfoever ,  fhail  fay  Mafs, 
or  exercife  any  other  Part  of  the  Office  or  Function  of  a  popif 
Bifop  or  Priefl  within  thefe  Realms ,  OR  the  Dominions 
thereunto  belonging,  or  if  any  Papif ,  or  Perfon 
making  Profeffon  of  the  popif  Religion.,  fnall  keep  School ,  or 
take  upon  themfelves  the  Education  or  Government ,  or  board¬ 
ing  of  Youth  in  any  Place  within  this  Realm ,  or  the  Domi¬ 
nions  thereunto'belonging,  fuch  Perfpn  or  Perfons  being 
thereof  lawfully  convicted ,  that  then  every  fuch  Perfon 
fhail,  on  fuch  Conviction,  be  adjudged  to  perpetual  Impri- 
fonment ,  in  fuch  Place  or  Places  within  this  Kingdom, 
as  the  King  by  Advice  of  his  Privy-council  fhail  ap¬ 
point. 

That  if  any  Perfon  educated  in  the  popif  Religion ,  or 
prof  effing  the  fame ,  fhail  not  within  fix  Months  after  he  or 
fhe  fhail  attain  the  Age  of  eighteen  Years ,  fake  the  Oaths 
of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy ,  and  alfo  fubferihe  the  Declara¬ 
tion  fet  down  and  exprefled  in  an  Acf  of  Parliament  made 
in  the  1 3  Charles  II.  intituled.  An  Act  for  the  more  effec¬ 
tual  preferving  the  King’s  Perfon  and  Government ,  by  difa - 
bling  Papif  s  from  fitting  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  to 
be  by  him  or  her  made,  repeated  and  fubferibed  in  the 
Courts  of  Chancery ,  or  King’ s-Bench,  or-  Quarter-Seffions 
of  the  County  where  fuch  Perfon  fhail  refide,  every 
fuch  Perfon  fhail,  in  refpe<?c  of  him  or  herfelf  only,  and 
not  to  or  in  refpedt  of  any  of  his  or  her  Heirs  or  Pof- 
terity,  be  difabled  and  made  incapable  to  inherit ,  or  take 
by  Defcent ,  Devife ,  or  Limitation  in  Poffeffion ,  Reverfion 
or  P.emainder ,  any  Lands ,  Tenements  or  Hereditaments , 
within  the  Kingdom  of  England ,  Dominion  of  Wales , 
or  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed.  And  that  during 
the  Life  of  fuch  Perfon,  or  until  he  or  jloe  do  take  the 
find  Oaths ,  and  make ,  repeat  and  fubferihe  the  faid  Decla¬ 
ration 
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ration  in  Manner  as  aforefaid,  the  next  of  his  or  her 
Kindred,  which  fhall  be  a  Protefiant ,  {hall  have  and  en¬ 
joy  the  faid  Lands ,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments ,  without 
being  accountable  for  the  Profits  by  him  or  her  receiv¬ 
ed  during  fuch  Enjoyment  thereof.  Every  Papiji  or  Per- 
fon ,  making  ProfeJJion  of  the  Popifn  Religion ,  fhall  be  di fa¬ 
bled,  and  is  hereby  made  incapable  to  pur  chafe,  either  in  his 
or  her  own  Name,  or  in  the  Name  of  any  other  Perfon  or 
Perfons,  to  his  or  her  Ufe,  or  in  Trujl  for  him  or  her,  any 
Manors,  Lands ,  Profits  out  of  Lands,  Tenements,  Rents , 
Terms  or  Hereditaments,  within  the  Kingdom  of  England, 
Dominion  of  JVales,  and  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed ; 
and  that  a' l  and fingular  Efiates,  Terms ,  and  any  other  In- 
terefis,  or  Profits  whatfoever  out  of  Lands,  to  be  made,  fufifier- 
ed  or  done,  to  or  for  the,  Ufe  or  Behoof  of  any  fuch  Perfon  or 
Perfons,  or -upon  any  Trujl  or  Confidence ,  mediately  or  imme¬ 
diately,  to  or  for  the  Benefit  or  Relief  of  any  fuch  Perfon  or 
Perfons,  shall  be  utterly  void,  and  of  none  Ef¬ 
fect,  to  all  Intents,  Constructions  <WPurpcses 

WHATSOEVER, 

Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  Act  contained 
fhall  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  any  popifli  Priefi:  for 
faying  Mafs,  or  officiating  as  a  Priefi:  within  the  dwel¬ 
ling  Houle  of  any  foreign  Minifter  refiding  here,  fo  as 
fuch  Priefi  be  not  one  of  his  Majejlys  natural-born  Sub¬ 
jects,  nor  naturalized  within  any  of  his  Kingdoms,  cr  Dc- 
minions,  and  fo  as  the  Name  of  fuch  Priefi,  and  the  Place  of 
his  Birth,  and  the  foreign  Minijier  to  whom  he  Jhall  belong, 
be  entered  and  regijlred  in  the  Office  of  the  principal  Secratary 
of  State. 

And  to  the  End  that  the  Proteflant  Children  of 
popifh  Parents  may  not  in  the  Life-times  of  fuch  their 
Parents,  for  want  of  fitting  Maintenance,  be  neceffi- 
fated,  in  Compliance  with  their  Parents,  to  embrace 
the  popijh  Religion,  contrary  to  their  own  Inclinations, 
it  was  enabled.  That  if  any  fuch  Parent,  in  order  to  the 
compelling  fuch,  his,  or  her  Protejiant  Child  to  change  his 
or  her  Religion,  Jhall  refufe  to  allow  fuch  Child  a  fitting 
Maintenance,  fuitable  to  the  Degree  and  Ability  cf  fitch  Pa- 
■  rent,  and  to  the  Age  and  Education  of  fuch  Child,  then  upon 
complaint  thereof  made  to  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  cf 
England,  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  Ccm- 
ir.iffisners  for  the  Great  Seal  for  the  Time  being,  it  Jhall 
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be  lawful  for  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Keeper,  or 
Commiffioners,  to  make  fuch  Order  therein  as  Jhall  be  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Intent  of  this  Aft. 

By  an  Adbi  Geo.  I.  Stat.  2.  c.  55.  it  is  recited,  That 
when-as  the  Papifts  within  this  Kingdom,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  tender  Regard  that  has  been  Shewn  them  for 
many  Years  laft  paft,  by  omitting  to  put  in  Execution 
the  many  penal  Laws  which  (on  Occafion  of  the  many 
jufl  Provocations  they  have  given ,  and  horrid  Defigns  they 
have  framed ,  for  the  Defruftion  of  this  Kingdom ,  and  the 
Extirpation  of  the  Protejlant  Religion )  have  been  made 
againft  them  ;  and  notwithstanding  they  have  enjoyed, 
and  do  (till  enjoy  the  Protection  and  Benefit  of  the 
Gpvernment,  as  well  as  the  Reft  of  his  Majefty’s  Sub¬ 
jects,  have  not  only  all ,  or  the  greatefl  Part  of  them ,  been 
concerned  in  fir  ring  up  and  fupporting  the  late  unnatural 
Rebellion ,  for  the  dethroning  and  murdering  his  mof  facred 
Majefy  ;  for  defraying  our  prefent  happy  Efablijhmeni  ; 
for  fettling  a  Popijh  Pretender  upon  the  Throne  of  this 
Kingdom ,  for  the  Defruftion  of  the  Protefant  Religion , 
and  the  cruel  murdering  and  maffacring  its  Profeffors ;  by 
which  they  have  brought  a  vaft  Expence  upon  this  Na¬ 
tion  :  And  whereas  it  manifefly  appears  by  their  Beha¬ 
viour,  that  they  take  themfelves  to  be  obliged ,  by  the  Princi¬ 
ples  they  prefefs ,  to  be  Enemies  it  his  Majefy ,  and  to 
the  prefent  happy  Efablijhment ,  and  watch  for  all  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  fomenting  and  firring  up  neiu  Rebellions  and 
Dlfurbances  within  the  Kingdom ,  and  of  inviting  foreign¬ 
ers  to  invade  it ;  and  for  as  much  as  it  is  highly  reafonable 
that  they  Should  contribute  a  large  (hare  to  all  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary  Expences  as  are,  or  fhall  be  brought  upon 
this  Kingdom  by  their  Treachery  and  Inftigation  :  And 
to  the  end  that,  by  paying  largely  to  the  late  great 
Expences  by  them  brought  upon  this  Nation,  they 
may  be  deterred,  if  poffible,  from  the  like  Offences 
for  the  future;  and  that  this  Nation  may  have  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  his  Majefty’s  gracious  Condefcenfion,  in  giving 
his  Intereft  in  the  two  third  Parts  of  all  the  Papifts 
Estates,  which  are  already  forfeited  to  him  by  Law, 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick,  either  by  feizing  the  faid 
two  third  Parts  of  their  Efatcs  for  the  publick  Service , 
or  by  laying  fame  Tax  or  Charge  upon  their  Efates  in  lieu 
thereof ;  in  fuch  Proportion,  and  in  fuch  Manner  as 
Shall  be  determined  to  be  reafonable  in  Parliament ; 

and 
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and  to  the  End  that  their  Eftates  may  be  certainly 
known  and  difcovered,  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  or 
for  fuch  other  Ends  as  a  Parliament  fhall  think  fit. 

Be  it  ena&ed,  That  they  fhall  regifter  their  Names,  and 
real  Eftates.  *  See  alfo  3  Geo.  I.  c.  18.  10.  Geo.  I.  c.  4* 

*  The  Eftates  regifiered  and  valued  purfuant  to  this  Aft,  andPopifh  Ef- 
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3  Geo.  II.  c.  29.  f.  6  and  7.  Geo.  II.  c.  31.  f.  9.  And 
by  the  Land-'i'ax  Aft,  4  Geo.  III.  c.  2-  f.  56,  the  Pa- 
pi/I  s  are  obliged  to  pay  double  the  Sums  and  Rates  charged, 
(Ac.  by  the  laid  Aft. 

To  thefe  principal  Laws  againft  Papifts ,  we  may  add 
thofe  that  follow : 

OrfierLaws  To  go  and  ferve  a  foreign  Prince,  having  not  be- 
againft  Po- fore  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  and  entered  bond 
Pery‘  not  to  be  reconciled  to  the  Roman  Religion,  Felony ,  3 
Jac.  4. 

The  firft  Refufal  of  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  is  pu- 
nilhed  as  in  Cafe  of  a  Prcemunire ,  which  imports  a 
Forfeiture  of  all  Lands  and  Goods,  Imprifonment  for 
Life,  and  a  Deprivation  of  the  Benefit  of  the  Law,  5 
Eliz.  1. 

To  let  forth  or  defend  Power  fpiritual  in  the  See  of 
Rome ,  Prcemunire ,  5  Eliz.  x. 

To  aid  any  Perfon  who  hath  put  in  Ufe  any  Bull 
from  the  See  of  Rome ,  Prcemunire ,  13  Eliz.  2.  23  Eliz.  1. 

Refufal  of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  upon  the  fecond  tender, 
a  Prcemunire ,  3  Jac.  4.  &  7  Jac.  6. 

Upon  Indiftment  of  Recufancy  by  Proclamation,  Im¬ 
prifonment,  29  Eliz.  6. 

Women-covert  convifted  for  Recufancy,  imprifoned 
till  Hufband  pays  ten  Pounds  a  Month,  or  a  third  Part  of 
his  Lands,  7  Jac.  6. 

Standing  excommunicated  for  Recufancy,  a  Houfe  may 
b,e  broken  up  for  Apprehenfion,  7  Jac.  6. 

Thofe  who  ftiall  forbear  to  come  to  Church  by  the 
Space  of  twelve  Months ,  bound  to  good  Behaviour,  with 
Surety  in  the  King’ s  Bench,  23  Eliz.  1. 

Every  Recufant  is  confined  to  five  Miles  compafs 
for  Life,  23  Eliz.  2.  to  ten  Miles  diftant  from  London , 
3  Jac.  5. 

Not  to  come  into  the  Houfe  where  the  King  or  his  Heir 
apparent  is,  3  Jac.  5. 

All  Copyhold  Lands  of  Recufartts  forfeited,  25 
Eliz.  2. 

The  Forfeitures  of  the  Anceftor  charged  upon  his  Heir 
being  a  Recufant,  1  Jac.  4. 

A  Recufant  forfeits  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Service-Book,  the  firft  Year  twenty  Pounds , 
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the  fecond  Year  forty  Pounds ,  the  third  Year,  and  every 
Year,  after  fixty  Pounds ,  3  Jac.  4. 

T o  the  Prefenter  out  of  the  Recufant’s  Goods  forty 
Shillings  forfeited,  3  fac.  4. 

For  every  Recufant,  Sojourner  and  Servant  ten  Pounds 
for  every  Month  forfeited,  3  fac.  4. 

Two  Parts  of  Dower  or  Jointure  of  a  married  Woman 
forfeited,  3  fac.  5. 

Coming  to  Court ,  an  hundred  Pounds  forfeited,  3 

Jac-  5- 

For  not  baptizing  of  Children  according  to  the  Service- 
Book  publickly  within  a  Month  after  their  Birth,  an 
hundred  Pounds  forfeited,  3  fac.  5. 

For  marrying  othervvife  than  by  a  Minifter,  a  hundred 
Pounds  forfeited,  3  Jac.  5. 

For  burying  out  of  the  Church  or  Church-yard  an  hun¬ 
dred  Pounds  forfeited,  3  Jac.  5. 

For  fending  Children  beyond  Seas  without  Licence, 
an  hundred  Pounds  forfeited,  1  Jac.  4. 

For  maintaining  a  School-mafter  not  going  to  Church, 
or  allowed  to  teach,  for  every  Month  ten  Pounds  forfeited, 
23  Eliz.  1.  Lf  29  Eliz.  6. 

And  forty  Shillings  per  Diem  forfeited  by  the  School- 
mafter  and  Recufant  that  keeps  him,  1  Jac.  4. 

All  Goods  and  Lands  during  Life,  for  Breach  of  Con¬ 
finement  forfeited,  23  Eliz.  2  &  3  Jac.  5. 

The  like  Forfeiture  for  going  or  fending  Children  be¬ 
yond  the  Seas  to  be  bred  in  Popery,  3  Car.  2. 

For  refiding  within  ten  Miles  of  London ,  an  hundred 
Pounds  forfeited,  3  Jac.  5. 

For  pradtifing  any  Fundlion  exprefied  in  the  Statute  of 
3  Jac.  5.  an  hundred  Pounds  forfeited,  3  Jac.  5. 

Difabled  to  reverfe  Indicftment  for  Want  of  Form  or 
ether  Defecft,  3  Jac.  4. 

Difabled  from  the  Practice  of  feveral  Functions,  where¬ 
by  to  gain  their  Livings,  viz.  from  praclifing.  Common 
Law,  Civil  Law,  or  being  a  Steward,  Attorney,  Sollici- 
tor,  or  Officer  in  any  Court ;  from  praiftifmg.  Phyftck^  or 
being  an  Apothecary,  and  from  bearing  any  Office  in 
Camp,  Troop  or  Band  of  Soldiers,  or  in  any  Shin, 
Caftle,  or  Fortrefs,  idc.  3  Jac  5. 
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By  the  Wife’s  Recufancy,  the  Kufband  difabled  from 
Publick  Office  or  Charge  in  the  Commonwealth,  3 

Jac-5‘ 

By  marrying  otherwife  than  the  Church  of  England 
allovveth,  the  Hufband  difabled  to  be  Tenant  by  Courte- 
fy ,  the  Wife  difabled  to  have  Dower ,  Jointure ,  Freebank , 
or  any  Part  or  Portion  of  her  Hufhand’s  Goods,  3 
Jac.  S- 

Difabled  to  fue  or  profecute  Adbons,  to  prefent  to  a 
Benefice,  to  be  Executor,  Adminiftrator,  or  Guardian, 
3  'jaJ  5- 

Children  fent  beyond  the  Seas  without  Licence, 
are  difabled  to  take  Benefit  of  Gift,  Conveyance,  De~ 
fcent,  or  Devife,  1  Jac.  4.  &  3  Jac.  5. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  Forfeitures,  Recufants  are 
no'  lefs  Subject  to  ecclefiaftical  Sentences,  23  Eliot  1. 

&  3  45- 

Neverthelels  the  Land  in  many  Places  fvvarm  with  Pa- 
pifts ,  efpecially  in  thofe  Parts,  where  the  Eftates  lie  that 
belong  to  Popijh  Families  of  large  Fortunes,  and  in  Lon¬ 
don ,  where  the  Spirit  of  Popery  is  kept  up  by  the  Am- 
bafTadors  of  Popijh  Princes,  and  the  extraordinary  Con¬ 
flux  of  foreign  Papijls  from  all  Parts  of  the  World,  both 
as  Merchants,  Travellers  and  EmilTaries,  to  propagate  the 
RoraiJlj  Faith. 

Their  Their  Syftem  of  Church  Government  confifts  in  the 

Govern  P°Pe  of  Rome ,  *  as  fupreme  in  Dignity  and  Power,  in 
ment.  Bijhops,  Priejls,  Deacons ,  Sub-deacons ,  which  they  call 
the  greater  Orders ,  and  in  Exorcijls ,  Acolytes ,  Pleaders? 
and  Door-Keepers ,  which  are  their  lejfer  Orders. 

The  Sub-  The  Sub-deacon,  which  is  continued  in  the  Church  of 
tacon.  Pome,  as  a  facred  Order,  is  a  mere  ecclefiaftical  Conftitu- 
tion  in  Subordination  to  Deacons,  introduced  about  the 
Middle  of  the  third  Century ;  and  their  Office  was  then 
only  to  fit  and  prepare  the  facred  Veftels  and  Utenftls 

*  I  do  not  mention  the  Pope’s  Cardinals ;  nor  the  Dignity 
of  Patriarchs,  a  Dignity  kept  up  by  the  Church  of  Rome,  to 
carry  with  it  fome  Sort  of  Superiority  of  Power,  but  not  of 
Order  over  Bifhops :  becaufe,  thefe  are  mere  Dignitaries,  but 
not  ordained,  or  accounted  a  neceffary  Point  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Church. 
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of  the  Altar,  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  Deacons  in 
Time  of  divine  Service,  but  were  not  allowed  fo  much 
as  to  come  within  the  Rails  of  the  Altar,  or  to  fet  a 
Cup  or  Patin,  or  the  Peoples  Oblations  thereon.  They 
were  to  attend  the  Church  Door  during  the  Communion- 
Service.  To  which  Office  they  were  fet  apart,  not  by 
Impolition  of  Hands,  but  by  receiving  an  empty  Patin 
and  Cup,  from  the  Hands  of  the  Bilhop,  and  an  Ewer 
and  Towel  from  the  Archdeacon. 

This  Office  has  been  improved  into  a  facred  Order  by 
the  Papifls ,  and  the  Sub-deacons  are  now  ordained  by  the 
Bilhop  with  Power  to  read  the  Epijlles  in  the  holy  Church  of 
God ,  See.  In  Confequence  of  which,  this  Sub-deacon 
prepares  and  pours  Water  upon  the  Wine  in  the  Prieft’s  . 
Chalice,  lings  the  Epiftle  at  folemn  Malles,  brings  and 
holds  the  Book  of  the  Gofpels  to  the  Deacon,  gives  it 
the  Prieft  to  kifs  after  the  Gofpel  is  read,  carries  the  Crofs 
in  Proceffions,  and  receives  the  Peoples  Oblations  :  and  his 
V elements  or  Drefs  in  the  Exercife  of  his  F undfion  are 
an  Alb,  the  Amict  over  his  Shoulders,  the  Chord  about 
his  Loins,  the  Maniple  on  his  left  Arm,  and  a  Dalma- 
tica,  which  is  made  of  Silk  and  Covers  all. 

Befides  thefe,  the  Church  of  Rome  have  a  Variety  of  Religious 
different  Orders ,  diftinguilhed  by-  the  Name  of  Religious  Orders. 
Orders ,  applied  to  thofe  Congregations  or  Societies,  who 
live  under  the  fame  Vows,  wear  the  fame  Habit,  and  ob- 
ferve  the  fame  Rule  or  Way  of  Life;  who  are  generally 
diftinguilhed  into  Monks ,  Friars ,  Canon  Regulars ,  and 
Jefuits  ;  who  are  again  divided  under  feveral  Denomina¬ 
tions  taken  from  their  Founders  ;  as  BenediPtin  and  Cifler- 
tian  Monks,  Carmelite ,  J  eronomite,  Augufiin  and  Frun- 
eifean  Friars,  &c.  each  of  which  religious  Orders  fend 
Miffionaries  into  England ,  and  have  a  Superior  in  their 
refpeHive  Houfes,  a  Provincial  over  all  their  Houfes 
in  every  Kingdom  and  State,  and  a  General  over  the 
whole  Order,  who  refides  conftaatly  at  the  Pope’s  El¬ 
bow  in  Rome ,  prepared  by  his  Intelligence  to  inform  his 
Holinefs  of  all  the  material  Tranfactions  of  Chrifendom , 
within  the  Sphere  of  his  Correfpondence. 

The  Englijh  Million  is  a  Compound  of  all.  It  con-  Englifh 
fills  of  four  Bilhops,  who  divide  England  into  four  Cir-  Million, 
cuits,  over  each  of  which,  one  of  them  prefides,  and 

ex- 
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exercifes  the  Function  of  a  Bifhop,  except  in  the  parti¬ 
cular  Act  of  Ordination,  which  is  feldom  or  ever  at¬ 
tempted  in  England ,  for  political  Reafons.  Under  thefe 
are  many  Rationed  Priefts  in  every  Circuit,  charged  with 
the  parochial  Cure  of  Souls  within  certain  Boundaries, 
for  which  they  receive  a  fufficient  Maintenance,  either 
from  the  Eftates  on  which  they  live;  or  from  a  Fund 
eftablifhed  in  London ,  under  Dean  and  Chapter,  to  make 
up  the  Deficiences,  and  to  print  Books  of  Devotion  and 
Controverfy,  to  be  diftributed  gratis  by  the  miffionary 
Priefts.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  a  great  Number  of  pri¬ 
vate  Chaplains  in  the  Quality  of  ConfelTors  to  Families 
of  Figure  and  Fortune.  So  that  take  them  together, 
their  Number  cannot  fail  of  being  very  great,  efpecially 
fince  the  Banifhment  of  the  Jefuits  from  Portugal ,  France 
and  Spain. 

Thefe  Miffionaries  are  all  in  Priefts  Orders,  and  are  fup- 
plied  from  Downy,  Lifbon ,  Rome ,  Lambfpring ,  St.  Omer  s, 
and  many  other  foreign  Seminaries,  founded  and  fup- 
ported  chiefly  by  the  zealous  Papijls  of  this  Kingdom, 
whofe  Eftates  have  been  encumbered  by  their  Fore-fathers 
for  that  Purpofe. 

Though  Popery  is  prohibited  in  England  under  the 
fevereft  Penalties,  and  many  of  their  Priefts  have  been 
put  to  Death  for  ftirring  up  the  People  to  Treafon  and 
Rebellion,  to  which  they  were  incited  by  their  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Principles  of  King-killing,  they  are  fuffered  to 
profefs  their  Faith,  and,  in  molt  Places,  to  refort  pub- 
lickly  to  their  Places  of  Worfhip,  without  Moleftation 
or  Fear,  fo  long  as  the  Government  finds  them  peaceable 
and  quiet.  However  their  Oppofition  to  the  Revolution 
drew  upon  their  whole  Body  fuch  a  Refentment  of  the 
Legiflature,  that  they  were  ftigmatized  by  a  double  Rate, 
which  they  pay  to  the  Land  Tax  ;*  and  difabled  from 
keeping  any  Arms,  Gun-powder,  and  Ammunition  in 
their  Power.  f 

Number  of  Jn  a  general  Computation  it  is  eftimated  that  the  Mem- 
Komina-"  ^ers  t^le  Church  of  England ,  as  by  Law  eftablifhed, 
tion.  makes  two  thirds  of  the  People ;  and  the  other  third  is 

*  See  4  Geo.  III.  c.  2.  §  56. 

f  1  Will ,  and  Mary. 
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made  up  of  Proiejlant  Dijfcntcrs  of  all  Denominations, 
and  of  Papijls. 

Trade  and  Commerce  have  invited  over  into  this  Jews. 
Realm  at  all  Times  fome  Jews,  but  as  our  Trade  and 
Navigation  have  increafed,  their  Numbers  have  increafed 
alfo.  They  make  a  confiderable  Figure  in  the  merchan- 
tile  World  ;  and  their  inferior  Ranks  enter  much  into 
Hawking  and  Pedling  through  the  Countries  with  final! 

Wares.  London  is  their  chief  Place  of Refidence  ;  and 
they  generally  keep  together  in  one  Quarter,  about  Dukes 
Place.  There  is  a  fpacious  and  handfome  Synagogue  in 
Berry-Street  for  the  Worfhip  of  the  Spanijh ,  Portuguese , 

Italian ,  &c.  Jews,  who  are  a  Sort  of  Pharifees  in  their 
Tenets  :  and  another  in  Shoe-maker-row ,  lately  en¬ 
larged  almoft  one  half  for  the  German,  Dutch,  and  other 
northern  Jews,  who  are  very  fhy  of  the  former  Kind, 
and  call  themfelves  Cards  or  Sadcluces.  The  Portuguese 
have  another  Synagogue  near  adjoining  to  the  South  Side 
of  St.  Catherine  Coleman  Parifh  Church  in  Fenchurch-Street ; 
and  two  pompous  burial  Grounds  at  Mile  End :  where 
the  Dutch  alfo  have  their  burial  Place,  with  proper 
Houfes  and  Families  to  watch  and  to  take  Care  of  thofe 
Dormitories  refpedfively.  There  is  another  Synagogue 
lately  erefted  at  Bricklayers  Hall,  almoft  facing  the  Church 
of  St.  Catharine  Cree  in  Leadenhall-Street ,  London. 

To  complete  the  State  of  Religion  in  England,  we 
ought  further  to  take  a  Survey  of  the  Religious  Societies , 
which  have  been  formed  ;  and  the  pious  Foundations  erect¬ 
ed  of  late  Years,  for  the  Education  and  Maintenance  of 
Children  and  the  Ignorant  and  Neceffitous,  for  the  Re- 
fotmation  of  Vice,  and  for  relieving  the  Diftreffes  and 
curing  the  Difeafes  and  Infirmities  of  the  People. 

The  Iniquities  and  Vices  of  the  Times  have  for  many  Religious 
Years  put  the  Serious  and  Virtuous  upon  Thoughts  how  Societies, 
to  prevent  their  fatal  Effects,  and,  if  pofiible  to  prevent 
their  Contagion  fpreading  down  to  Pofterity.  For  this 
Purpofe  of  Religion,  the  Wife,  the  Virtuous,  and  the 
Learned  faw  it  iiecefiary,  by  Way  of  Auxiliary,  to  the 
parochial  Inftructions  at  Church,  to  fubftitute  another 
Method  of  promoting  Chrijlian  Knowledge ,  and  fo  as  to 
make  the  young  Offspring,  that  was  growing  up, 
pleafed  with  it.  And  this  Method  was  to  engage  fuch  as 
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were  well  difpofed,  to  form  themfelves  into  Societies ,  called 
religious ,  from  the  particular  End  and  Defign  of  them,  to 
improve  themfelves  and  others  in  the  Knowledge  of  our 
moil  holy  Religion,  and  to  animate  one  another  in  the 
ferious  Practice  of  it.  For,  their  Intent  is  to  quicken  the 
Affetftions  towards  fpiritual  Things,  and  to  prepare  us 
for  another  World,  by  affifting  each  other  to  live  in  all 
Refpedls,  as  becometh  the  Gofpel. 

Thefe  Societies  meet  together  once  a  Week,  to  dif- 
courfe  about  Matters  of  Piety  and  Devotion,  fo  as  to 
edify  one  another,  and  to  provoke  one  another  to  lead  a 
virtuous  and  Cbrijlian  Life  :  And  for  the  better  Regular 
tion  of  their  Meetings,  they  have  certain  Rules  and -Orders 
in  Subftance  as  follows, 

1.  That  every  Member  apply  hjmfelf  in  good  earneft 
to  all  Means  proper  to  make  himfelf  wife  unto  Salva¬ 
tion. 

2.  That  every  one  (hall  endeavour  to  bring  in  one 
other,  at  leaft,  into  their  Society. 

3.  That  every  Member  fnall  be  of  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland,  and  frequent  the  holy  Exercifes  of  the  fame. 

4.  That  in  all  Matters  of  Doubt  and  Difficulty,  they 
fhail  refpedtively  apply  themfelves  to  their  Minifter. 

5.  That  there  fhail  be  no  Difpures  of  Matters  of  Con- 
troverfy.  Affairs  of  State,  the  Concerns  of  other  Men, 
Matters  of  Trade,  &c.  and  that  no  other  temporal 
Thing-s  fhail  be  talked  of  at  their  Meetings. 

6.  That  they  fhail,  as  little  as  poffible,  frequent 
publick  Houfes,  and  never  fit  gaming  in  the  fame. 

7.  That  they  fhail  pray  often,  receive  frequently,  en¬ 
courage  the  catechizing  of  young  and  ignorant  Peojde, 
and  obferve  all  Manner  of  religious  Duties. 

8.  That  they  fhail  conftantly  endeavour,  x.  To  be 
true  and  juft  in  all  their  Dealings,  2.  To  exercife  them¬ 
felves  in  all  Meeknefs  and  Humility  of  Behaviour.  3.  To 
be  watchful  againft  cenfuring  and  judging  others.  4.  To 
aqcuftom  themfelves  to  holy  Thoughts  in  all  Places. 
5.  To  examine  themfelves  every  Night.  6.  To  exercife 
Tendernefs  and  Compaffion  to  all  Men.  7.'  To  make 
holy  Reflections  on  themfelves  whenever  they  read  the 
Word  of  God.  8.  To  avoid  the  Converfation  of  pro- 
phane  and  fcandalous  Perfons.  9.  To  pray  for  the 
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whole  Society  in  their  private  Prayers,  io.  To  read 
much  in  private  for  their  Edification,  and  efpecially  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  therein  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th 
Chapters  of  St.  Matthew ,  the  1 2th  of  the  Romans ,  the 
5th  and  6th  of  the  Ephejians ,  and  1  Thcf  5. 

To  thefe  .Societies  we  are  indebted  for  the  firft  Solicita-  Origin  of 
tion  to  ere£t  Charity  Schools  for  the  cloathing,  educating*  schools 
and  putting  poor  Boys  and  Girls  to  Trades  or  Services, 
by  private  Contributions  :  from  which  Inftitution  there 
has  rifen  much  Good  to  the  Nation  in  general,  and 
Relief  to  many  thoufand  poor  Families  yearly. 

They  have  fet  up  publick  Prayers  and  Lectures  in 
many  Churches,  in  London ,  and  given  Life  in  many 
Places  to  the  Celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

They  alfo  formed  themfelves  intd  Bodies,  to  give  In¬ 
formation  againft  publick  Enormities  ;  and  have  been  in- 
ftrumental  to  prevent  Sabbath-breaking,  and  to  fupprefs 
Houfes  of  ill-fame,  &,c. 

Thefe  Societies  began  about  the  Year  1681.  From  Society  for 
whom  fprung  another  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Man -  Reforma- 
ners,  about  the  Year  1724.  A  particular  Fart  of  the  moft  Marmers. 

onfiderable  Members  of  this  Society  bear  the  Expence  of 
Profecutions,  &c.  without  any  Contributions  from  the 
reft ;  and  they  chiefly  apply  themfelves  to  the  profecu- 
ting  People  for  Swearing,  Drunkennefs  and  prophaning 
the  Sabbath  :  Another  Part  of  about  fifty  Perfons  apply 
themfelves  to  the  fuppreffing  Lewdnefs,  and  by  them 
above  fix  hundred  lewd  Houfes  have  been  actually  fup- 
preffed.  A  third  Body  confifts  of  Conftables :  and  there 
is  a  fourth  Corps  that  is  made  up  of  Informers.  Befides 
thefe,  there  are  eight  other  regular  mixed  Bodies  of 
Houfe-keepers  and  Officers,  who  infpeft  the  Behaviour 
of  the  Conftables  and  other  Officers,  and  aflift  in  fearch- 
ing  Diforderly  Houfes,  feizing  Offenders,  giving  Infor¬ 
mation,  h'c.  The  Utility  of  this  Society  to  the  Public 
was  foon  difcovered  ;  and  occafioned  other  Societies  of 
the  like  Kind  to  be  fet  on  Foot  at  Brifol ,  Nottingham , 
Canterbury ,  & c. 

Before  this,  there  arofe  from  the  Religious  Societies  in  For  propa- 
1699,  that  valuable  Society  for  propagating  Chrijlian^^f^ 
Knowledge.  It  was  fet  on  Foot  by  fome  Perfons  of  Know- 
Worth,  &c.  upon  this  large  Plan,  To  propagate  Reli-  ledge. 
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gion  in  the  Britifh  Plantations,  to  fecure  the  pious  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  Poor  at  home,  and  to  reclaim  Such  as  err  in 
the  Fundamentals  of  Chrijlianiiy.  They  fet  out  with 
tranfrnitting  Catechifms,  Prayer-books,  Bibles,  and 
whole  Libraries  to,  and  Supported  feveral  Ministers  and 
School-mafters  in  our  Plantations.  But  were  Superceded 
in  that  Work  by  the  chartered  Society  for  propagating  the 
Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts  :  Whereupon  they  wholly  turned 
their  Scheme  to  the  other  Branches,  and  are  now  a  very 
considerable  Body  of  Laity  and  Clergy;  who  meet  week¬ 
ly  for  educating  poor  Children,  and  Setting  up  Schools  for 
that  Purpofe,  and  for  a  regular  Distribution  of  Books  for 
the  Inftrudtion  of  the  Ignorant,  Erroneous,  (Ac. 

Forpropa-  in  1701,  King  William ,  by  his  Letters  Patent,  inffi- 
pyting  the  tuted  a  Corporation  by  the  Name  of  the  Society  for  propa¬ 
gating  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts,  for  fecuring  a  Mainte¬ 
nance  for  an  orthodox  Clergy,  and  making  other  Pro¬ 
visions,  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  the  Plan¬ 
tations,  Colonies,  Frontiers,  (Ac.  The  two  Archbi- 
fhops,  feveral  Bilhops,  and  of  other  Nobility,  Gentry 
and  Clergy,  to  the  Number  of  ninety  Perfor.s,  were  in¬ 
corporated,  with  Privilege  to  purchafe  two  thoufand 
Pounds  per  Ann.  Inheritance  and  Eftate  for  Lives,  or 
\  ears,  with  other  Goods  to  any  Value. 

The  pious  Foundations  are  almoft  without  Number. 
Every  confiderable  City  and  Town  is  adorned  with 
Some  of  them,  raifed  and  Supported  by  Proteftant  Bene¬ 
factions  :  And  they  confift  of  fo  many  different  Sorts, 
that  there  is  Scarce  an  ObjeCt  of  Companion  that  Cannot 
apply  to  Some  one  of  them  for  Help  and  Relief.  Such 
are  the  many  great  Hofpitals  for  the  Sick  and  Lame  : 
For  Lunaticks  curable  and  incurable  ;  for  the  Small  Pox  ; 
for  lying-in  Women  ;  for  deferted  young  Children;  for 
the  Prevention  and  reclaiming  of  Proftitutes ;  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Support  of  the  aged  and  decayed  of  both 
Sexes,  and  for  the  Chriftian  Education  of  Boys  and  Girls  : 
As  might  be  exemplified  by  the  County-Hofpitals,  the 
greater  Hofpitals  in  and  about  London ;  the  Magdalen , 
the  Afylum ,  the  Foundling ,  and  that  rich  Foundation  of 
Alms-  houfes,  and  a  School  at  Mile-End ,  by  Francis 
Bcncroft ,  a  private  Gentleman,  left  in  trull:  to  the 
Drapers  Company :  which,  if  properly  conducted,  might, 
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in  a  few  Years,  be-  improved 'to  vie  even  with  the  royal 
Foundation  of  Chrijl’s  Hofpital,  in  Newgate- Street,  London. 

l 

The  fever  al  Ranks  and  Conditions  of  the 

Laity. 

THERE  are  Orders  and  Degrees  amongft  the  Laity , 
as  well  as  the  Clergy  :  for  as  in  all  well-grounded 
Commonwealths,  diftindtion  of  Perfons  is  absolutely  ne- 
ceflary  ;  it  has  been  the  public  Prudence  of  this  Nation, 
for  the  Support  and  Government  thereof,  to  divide  the 
Perfons  into  King  or  Sovereign  Monarch,  Nobility ,  and 
Commonalty :  or  King ,  Lords  and  Commons. 

The  Law  of  England  calleth  none  noble  under  theDe-  Nobility, 
gree  of  a  Baron.  Neither  do  we  include  the  Perfon  and 
Majefty  of  the  King  in  the  Word  Nobles.  The  Nobi¬ 
lity,  therefore,  are  the  Dukes ,  Marqniffes ,  Earls ,  Vif- 
eounts,  and  Barons.  Thefe  are  the  fuperior  Nobility, 
who  derive  all  their  Honour  from  the  King,  and  are 
known  by  the  general  Name  of  Peers  of  the  Realm ,  Barons 
of  Parliament ,  Borons  of  the  Realm ,  and  Barons  of  Honour, 
to  diftinguifti  them  from  thofe,  who,  according  to  the  old 
Form  of  Barons,  are  commonly  called  Barons ,  as  Barons 
of  Burford ,  of  Hilton ,  of  Walton ,  of  the  Exchequer , 
and  thofe  that  were  Barons  in  Fee  and  by  Tenure.* 

Therefore,  it  is  in  Right  of  their  Baronies  that  all  the 
other  Nobility  do  fit  together,  in  the  King’s  Great 
Council  in  Parliament ;  and  by  the  general  Name  of  Ba¬ 
rons  of  this  Realm,  we  are  to  underftand  the  whole  Body  > 

of  the  Nobility, 

At  the  making  of  Magna  Cbarta,  in  Hen.  III.  it  is  ^as 
remarkable,  that  there  was  neither  Duke,  Marquis  nor 
Vifcount  in  England.  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  elded:  Marquis, 
Son  of  Edward  III.  was  the  firft  Duke  after  the  Conqucfc ancI  '  lt~ 

1  count; 

*  In  the  Reign  of  Hen.  III.  the  Title  of  Baron,  which  had 
been  before  promifcuoully  given  to,  and  ufed  by  Men  of  Eftate 
and  Fortune,  was  firft  confined  to  fuch  only  as  by  the  King 
were  called  to  have  Voice  in  Parliament.  Which  was  con- 
ftantly  obferved  and  continued  by  his  Succeflors.  See  Baker 
in  Eduj  I.  Camden  s  Britannia ,  p.  169.  and  Co.  lib.  12.  fo!. 

70.  Lord  Abergavenny's  Cafe. 
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and  Robert  Vere  Earl  of  Oxford  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  1 1. 
was  the  firft  Marquis  :  And  Lord  Beaumont  was  created 
the  firft  Vifcount  by  Henry.  VI. 

The  Honours  of  Peers  are  not  alienable ;  no  Peer  can 
"  transfer  his  Title  to  another  Perfon  ;  neither  can  any 
Peer  of  this  Realm  drown  or  extinguifh  his  Honour  (but 
that  it  defcend  to  his  Defcendants)  either  by  Surrender, 
Grant,  Fine,  or  any  other  Conveyance  to  the  King.  On 
the  other  Hand,  in  the  Year  1641,  a  Meflage  was  fent  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  defire  a  prefent  Conference  by 
.  a  Committee  of  both  Houfes,  touching  Honour,  and 
the  Subjedl  was,  “  That  both  Houfes  may  petition  his 
“  Majefty,  That  Titles  of  Honour  may  not  be  bought  and 
“  fold  for  Money ,  but  that  it  may  be  confirmed  by  his 
“  Majefty,  as  anciently  it  was ,  for  Virtue  and  Merit.” 

As  to  the  Inheritance  of  Baronies  :  Although  the  Laws 
of  this  Realm  do  make  all  the  Daughters,  where  there 
are  no  Sons,  equally  to  inherit  Lands  and  Tenements, 
and  to  be  one  Heir  to  their  Anceftors  :  yet  it  is  not  fo 
in  the  Defcent  of  Dignities  and  Titles  of  Honour:  for 

O 

Inheritances  concerning  Matters  of  Honour,  being 
Things,  in  their  Nature,  participating  of  Superiority 
and  Lminency,  are  not  partable  among  many,  and  there¬ 
fore,  muft  ofNeceffity,  defcend  to  one,  or  become  ex- 
,  timft,  for  W ant  of  a  Male  Heir. 

The  greater  Dignity  never  drowns  the  letter  Honour  or 
Dignity  :  but  both  ftand  together  in  one,  and  the  fame 
Perfon,  who  may  be  a  Baron,  a  Vifcount,  an  Earl,  a 
Marquis,  and  a  Duke,  at  one  Time.  But  the  Law  of 
England  prohibits  any  Subject  of  this  Realm  to  receive 
Titles  of  Honour  or  Dignity  from  a  foreign  Prince, 
King  or  Emperor,  without  Permilfton  of  his  own  Sove¬ 
reign. 

The  Inftitution  of  Dukes,  Earls,  and  all  other  De¬ 
grees  of  Nobility  and  Honour  places  them  in  Offices  of 
great  Truft  and  Confidence,  •  viz.  to  counfel  or  advife 
the  King  in  Time  of  Peace,  and  to  defend  their  King 
and  Country  in  Time  of  War.  For  thefe  Reafons  An¬ 
tiquity  has  adorned  their  Heads  with  a  Coronet  or  Cap 
of  Honour,  and  their  Bodies  with  a  Robe  in  Refemblance 
of  Counfel  :  and  girt  them  with  a  Sword  to  put  them  al¬ 
ways  in  mind  to  be  faithful  and  true  in  the  Defence  of 
their  King  and  Country. 
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The  Name  or  Dignity  of  Duke  is  derived  from  Dux ,  Duke, 
a  chief  Captain  or  Governor  of  any  Army  or  Country, 
in  its  original  Acceptation,  amongft  the  politeft  Nations, 
and  our  Saxon  Anceftors.  But  lince  its  Adoption  by 
Edward  III.  into  the  Titles  of  Englijh  Nobility,  Duke  is 
no  more  than  a  Title  of  Dignity,  without  conferring  any 
Power  or  Command,  or  giving  any  Domain,  Territory, 
or  Jurifdidtion  over  the  Town,  Country  or  Place  from 
whence  the  Title  is  taken.  Thus  oae  may  be  Duke  of 
Cumberland ,  without  having  any  Property,  peculiar  Power, 
or  Intereft  in  the  County  of  Cumberland.  A  Duke  is 
created  by  Royal  Patent,  cindture  of  Sword,  Mantle  of 
State,  Impofition  of  a  Cap  or  Coronet  of  Gold  on  his 
Head,  and  a  Verge  of  Gold  put  into  his  Hand  by  the 
Sovereign,  who,  after  this  Part  of  the  Ceremony  pf 
Creation,  pronounceth  him  Duke ,  whofe  Title  is  Grace 
and,  being  writ  unto  he  is  ftiled  Mojl  High ,  Potent ,  and 
Noble  Prince :  And  if  the  Duke  be  a  Prince  of  the  Blood 
Royal,  his  Stile  is  Mojl  High ,  Mojl  Mighty ,  and  lllujlri- 
ous  Prince. 

All  Dukes  eldeft  Sons  are,  by  the  Courtefy  of  Eng-  His  Sons 
land,  ftiled  Marquifes  from  their  Birth  ;  and  the  younger  Tltle' 
Sons,  Lords ,  with  the  Addition  of  their  Chriftian  Names, 
as  Lord  Thomas,  Lord  George,  See.  and  take  Place  of  Vif- 
counts,  but  not  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land. 

Edward  III.  to  the  beft  of  my  Memory,  was  the  firft 
King  who  conferred  the  Title  of  Duke,  which  he  did  of 
Lancajler ,  York,  and  Gloucejler,  upon  his  younger  Sons, 
but  not  without  the  Confent  of  his  Barons ;  he  would 
not  even  venture  to  confer  the  Title  of  Earl  of  Bedford 
on  his  Son-in-law,  without  firft  fummoning  them,  and 
acquainting  them  by  the  Chancellor,  of  his  Defign. 

The  Title  of  Duke  was  conferred  very  fparingly  for 
many  Ages  after,  and  rarely  on  any  that  were  not  fome 
way  allied  to  the  Crown,  as  were  Mowbray  and  Howard , 

Dukes  of  Norfolk,  who  were  defeended  from  John  de  Bro- 
therton,  in  whofe  Right  they  now  bear  the  Royal  Arms  of 
England.  De  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  was  alfo  allied  to 
the  Crown,  and  Stafford  Duke  of  Buckingham ,  was  de¬ 
feended  from  Humfrey  Duke  of  Gloucefer,  on  which  Ac¬ 
count  the  Earl  of  Stafford  bears  the  Royal  Arms  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  France,  in  a  filver  Border,  (which  Arms  is 
nlfo  borne  by  the  Earls  of  Huntingdon  and  Ferrers ,  Lord 
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Vifcount  Barrington ,  and  Sir  Bouchier  Wrey ,  as  being  de¬ 
scended  from  legitimate  Sons  of  the  Kings  of  England .) 
Charles  Brandon ,  Duke  of  Suffolk ,  married  the  Queen- 
Dowager  of  France ,  Sifter  to  Henry  VIII.  and  Grey ,  Duke 
of  Suffolk,  his  only  Daughter  ;  and  Seymour ,  Duke  of 
Somerset,  was  Uncle  to  Edward  VI.  and  I  queftion  whe¬ 
ther  Villiers,  Duke  ok  Buckingham,  was  not  the  firft  Duke 
not  allied  to  the  Crown,  except  Dudley ,  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  whole  Son,  the  Lord  Guildford,  had  mar¬ 
ried  fane  Grey,  to  whom  Edward  VI.  bequeathed  the 
Crown. 

The  Number  of  Peers,  'inftead  of  increafmg,  decreafed 
till  Henry  Vllth’s  Time,  when  there  were  but  forty  of 
them,  and  he  was  too  intent  upon  deftroying  their  Power, 
to  increafe  their  Number.  Henry  VIII.  was  far  from 
being  lavifh  of  his  Honours,  and  did  not  confer  a  Peerage 
on  the  great  Sir  Thomas  Moor  his  Chancellor.  King 
Edward  VI.  and  Queen  Mary  did  not  reign  long  enough 
to  make  any  great  Addition  to  the  Peerage,  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  had  too  much  of  the  Wifdom  of  her  Grand-fa¬ 
ther,  to  fet  up  a  Power  he  had  pulled  down  :  She  did  not 
enoble  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  (Father  of  the  Lord-Chancellor) 
who  was  her  Lord-Keeper,  and  rather  chofe  to  confer  the 
Honour  of  the  Garter  on  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  (who  refufed 
the  Crown  of  Poland  at  her  Requeft)  than  make  him  a 
Peer  :  fne  conferred  no  higher  Title  than  that  of  Baron 
Hunfdon,  on  Ferdinando  Cary,  her  firft  Coufin  ;  and  his 
Brother  Henry ,  who  was  a  great  Favourite  with  her,  and 
carried  the  News  of  her  Death  to  King  fames ,  I  be¬ 
lieve  had  his  Title  of  Earl  of  Monmouth  from  him. 

King  fames,  whether  from  Vanity,  or  with  a  View  of 
attaching  the  great  Commoners  to  him,  was  fo  lavifh, 
of  his  Titles  of  Honour,  that  a  Lampoon,  under  the 
Title  of  “  An  help  to  fhort  Memories,”  containing  a 
Lift  of  the  Names  and  Titles  of  the  new  Peers,  was 
ftuck  up  at  St.  Paid's.  He  even  conferred  the  Title  of 
Vifcount  on  his  Mercer,  and  created,  if  I  miftake  not,  fix 
hundred  Baronets ;  however,  he  conferred  the  Title  of 
Duke  upon  but  two  Subjects,  viz.  Stuart,  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  who  was  of  the  Blood  Royal  of  Scotland,  and  Vil- 
liers  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Charles  I.  was  the  reverfe  of  his  Father,  conferring 
the  Title  of  Duke  on  none ;  for  that  of  Dutchefs  of 
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Dudley,  was  only  giving  her  the  fame  Rank  in  England , 
ihe  held  (in  right  of  her  Hufband)  in  Germany ,  nor  had 
ihe  ruiy  Heirs  Male ;  and  Lord  Clarendon  obferves,  that 
it  was  with  great  Reludtance  that  he  was  prevailed  on, 
when  in  Diftrefs,  to  accept  of  a  Prefent  of  fix  thoufand 
Pounds,  for  a  Peerage  ^  fo  that  at  the  Reftoration,  unlefs 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  aliye,  Buckingham  was  the  on¬ 
ly  Duke  in  the  three  Kingdoms. 

Charles  II.  had  not  only  feen  the  Gaiety  of  a  French 
Court,  but  was  under  a  Neceffity  of  gratifying  thoie 
Friends,  who  had  fo  warmly,  with  their  Lives  and  For¬ 
tunes,  efpoufed  his  Father  and  himfelf;  he  could  not 
avoid  conferring  the  Title  of  Duke  upon  Monk ,  who 
brought  him  in :  and  he  had  been  under  too  great  Obligations 
to  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Hertford ,  not  to  re  If  ore  them 
to  their  Blood,  and  of  Courfe  to  their  old  Family  Titles 
of  Dukes  of  Norfolk  and  Somerfet,  The  fame  Reafon 
fubfifted  for  his  creating  the  Marquis  of  Worcejler  Duke 
of  Beaufort ,  and  the  Marquis  of  Ormond  Duke  ;  and 
the  Fruitfulnefs  of  his  Miftreifes  added  fix  more  to  the 
Number,  which,  with  hjs  Brothers,  made  in  the  whole 
thirteen. 

fames  II.  before  his  Abdication,  added  but  one, 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  his  natural  Son. 

And  King  William ,  being  unable  to  gratify  all  the  great 
Men,  who  were  concerned  in  the  Revolution ,  had  Recourfo 
to  the  railing  powerful  Earls  to  the  Title  of  Duke,  amj 
powerful  Barons  to  the  Title  of  Earl, 

Queen  Anne  was  by  no  Means  fparing  of  her  Honours, 
Creating  twelve  Peers  at  a  Heat,  to  procure  a  Majority  iq. 
that  Houfe. 

King  George  I.  on  his  Acceflion,  was  in  much  the 
fame  Circumftances  as  Charles  II.  and  King  William , 
and  therefore  raifed  ten  Peers  to  the  Title  of  Duke  ;  fo 
that  we  had  (Princes  of  the  Blood  included)  thirty-two 
Dukes  of  England ,  eight  of  Scotland,  and  one  of  Ireland } 
but  the  fame  Reafons  not  fubfifting  in  his'late  Majefty’s 
Reign,  he  conferred  that  Title  upon  none,  but  his  be-. 
joved  Grandfon,  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York? 
and  the  additional  Title  of  Duke  of  NewcaJlie-under-Line 
to  his  prefent  Grace,  with  Remainder  to  the  Earl  of  Lin-, 
poln  his  Heir. 

Hjs  prefent  Majelty  has  already  created  four  Dukes, 
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viz.  three  of  his  Brothers,  to  the  Titles  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  Duke  of  Cumberland ,  and  Duke  of  Gloucejler ,  and 
the  Earl  of  Northumberland ,  Duke  of  Northumberland. 

The  Number  of  Dukes  has  however  been  greatly  re¬ 
duced  by  the  following  Titles  becoming  extindt,  viz. 

Monk ,  Duke  of  Albemarle. 

Scott ,  Duke  of  Monmouth. 

Schoinberg ,  Duke  of  Schombcrg. 

Fitzroy ,  Duke  of  Northumberland. 

IVharton ,  Duke  of  Wharton. 

Campbell ,  Duke  of  Greenwich. 

Villters ,  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Sheffield ,  Duke  of  B u ck i nghamjhire . 

Montague ,  Duke  of  Montague. 

De  Grey ,  Duke  of  Kent. 

Talbot ,  Duke  of  Shrew/bury. 

Stuart ,  Duke  of  Lauderdale ,  1  .  « 

Douglafs ,  Duke  of  Douglafs,  J  111  1  C°*’ 

Butler ,  Duke  of  Ormond,  in  Ireland. 

Marquis,  the  Title  of  Honour  next  under  a  Duke 
firft  given  to  thofe,  who  had  the  chief  Command  on 
the  Marches  or  Frontiers  of  Countries,  was  adopted 
into  the  Englijh  noble  Titles  by  Richard  II.  who  created 
Robert  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  his  great  Favourite,  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Dublin.  But  this  Title  does  not  prevail  fo  much 
as  any  other  in  this  Country.  The  Manner  of  creating 
a  Marquis  differs  in  nothing  from  that  of  a  Duke,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Difference  of  the  Titles,  and  the  Marquis  be¬ 
ing  conducted  to  the  Sovereign  by  a  Marquis  and  an 
Earl,  while  the  Duke  is  led  by  a  Duke  and  a  Marquis. 
Befides  the  Duke’s  Mantle  has  four  Guards  of  Ermine, 
and  a  Marquis’s  only  three  and  a  Half:  and  their  Coro¬ 
nets  differ  fo  far,  that  the  Duke’s  is  adorned  only  with 
Flowers  or  Leaves  :  but  the  Marquis’s  has  Flowers  and 
Pyramids  with  Pearls  on  them,  intermixed,  to  fhew  that 
lie  is  a  Degree  between  a  Duke  and  an  Earl.  The  Ti¬ 
tle  given  him  in  the  Style  of  the  Heralds,  is  Moft  Noble, 
and  Mojl  Honourable  and  Potent  Prince •  And  his  eldeft 
Son,  by  the  Courtefy  of  England,  is  called  Earl  and  Lord 
of  fome  Place  ;  and  his  younger  Sons  Lord  John  or  Lord 
James,  &c. 

Earl,  in  ancient  Times,  was  the  fame  as  Comes ,  one, 
who,  by  his  Office  and  Place,  attended  upon  the  King 
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to  give  him  Council  and  Advice.  The  Saxons  called 
him  Earldofman  ■,  the  Danes  contracted  the  Title  to  Eorl-, 
from  whence  comes  our  modern  Name  Earl  ;  which  Ti¬ 
tle  died  with  the  Perfon  dignified  therewith.  JVilliam 
the  Conqueror  made  this  Title  hereditary,  gave  it  in 
Fee  to  his  Nobles,  and  allotted  them,  for  the  Support  of 
their  State,  the  third  Penny  out  of  the  Sheriff’s  Court, 
iffuing  out  of  all  Pleas  of  the  Shire,  from  which  they 
had  their  Title.  But  now  Earl  is  a  mere  Title  convey¬ 
ing  no  Intereft  or  Property  with  it,  in  the  Place  from 
which  it  is  taken  ;  though  it  ftill  defcends  to  the  Heir- 
Male,  or  in  fuch  Line  and  Degrees  of  Defcent,  as 
(hall  be  fet  forth  in  the  Patent  of  Creation. 

The  firft  Time  we  read  of  the  Earls  Inveftiture,  by 
girding  him  with  a  Sword,  was  in  King  Richard  the  Se¬ 
cond’s  creating  Hugh  de  Pitfaz  (Bifhop  of  Durham ) 

Earl  of  Northumberland.  His  Coronet  has  Pearls  much 
higher  than  the  Leaves,  which,  in  the  Marquis’s,  are 
of  equal  Height.  His  Title  is  Mojl  Potent ,  Noble,  and 
Right  Honourable.  And,  in  the  King’s  Writ  of  Sum¬ 
mons  to  Parliament,  he  is  faluted  by  the  King,  by  the 
Name  of  Coujin.  *  By  the  Courtefey  of  England  his 
eldeft  Son  bears  the  Title  of  Vifcount,  and  is  called 
Lord  of  fome  Place,  and  his  Daughters  are  all  Ladies  ; 
but  his  younger  Sons  have  no  Title  of  Peerage. 

Vifcount,  an  intermediate  Title  of  Honour  between  the  vifcount. 
Baron  and  the  Earl ;  is  of  the  lateft  Date  amongft  our 
Nobility,  created  by  King  Henry  VI.  A.  D.  1440,  but 
conferred  with  the  fame  Ceremonies,  as  the  other  noble 
Titles.  He  has  a  Sur-coat,  Hood,  Mantle,  Verge, 

Cap,  and  Coronet,  but  no  Sword.  The  doubling  of  his 
Cap,  is  plain  white  Fur  ;  and  the  Guards  of  his  Mantle 
are  only  two  and  a  half,  made  of  the  Bellies  of  Squirrels. 

His  Coronet  is  adorned  with  Pearls  fet  clofe  without 
any  Exaltation,  or  certain  Number :  and  his  Title  is 
Right  Honourable ,  and  truly  Noble,  or  Potent  Lord.  Fie 
conveys  no  Title  of  Peerage  to  his  eldeft  Son,  neither 

•  A  Cuftom  derived  from  the  Saxon  Time,  when  the  Dig¬ 
nity  of  an  Earl  was  the  moll  eminent  and  fupieme  Honour  and 
Title  conferred  by  the  Sovereign,  and  feldom,  if  ever,  given 
to  any  but  thofe  of  the  Blood  Royal,  and  as  fuch  the  iiarls 
were  intitled  by  natural  Ties  to  be  the  King’s  Coufins. 
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are  his  daughters  Ladies.  But  the  eideft  Sen  and  eideft 
Daughter  of  a  Vifcount,  are  faid  to  be  the  firft  Gentle¬ 
man,  and  firft  Gentlewoman,  without  a  Title,  in  Eng¬ 
land.  \ 

A  Baron  is  a  Dignity  of  PTonour  next  to  a  Vifcount,  of 
which  Degree  there  are  three  Sorts  :  viz.  A  Baton  by 
Tenure,  a  Baron  by  Writ,  and  a  Baron  by  Patent. 

The  Barons  by  Tenure ,  are  the  Spiritual  Lords,  the 
Bifhops,  who,  in  Parliament,  take  Place  at  the  Princes 
Right  Hand. 

It  is  probable  that,  formerly,  all  thofe  Were  Barons , 
who  had  Lordfhips  with  Courts  ;  and  foon  after  the  Con- 
queft,  all  fuch  fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  but  they  be¬ 
ing  very  numerous,  it  grew  an  Order  and  Cuftom,  that 
none  fhould  lit  there,  but  fuch  as  the  King  thought  fit 
to  call  up  by  Writ ,  which  ran  pro  hac  Vice  tantum.  And 
when  this  Method  did  not  anfwer  the  great  End  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  the  State  of  the  Nobility  thereby  grew  precari¬ 
ous,  they,  at  length,  obtained  of  King  RichardW.  Let¬ 
ters  Patent;  who,  A.  D .  1388,  created  John  Beauchamp 
Of  Holt,  Baron  of  Kidderminjler ;  therefore  thefe  were 
called  Barons  by  Patent  or  Creation,  the  only  Way  now 
in  life  to  make  Barons,  unlefs  when  the  Son  of  a  Lord, 
in  his  Anceftof’s  Life  Time,  is  fummoned  by  Writ. 

The  Baron  by  Patent  wears  a  Coronet.  His  Mantle 
has  but  two  Guards ;  he  is  not  girt  with  the  Sword  ; 
neither  had  he  a  Coronet  till  the  Reign  of  King  Charlesll. 
who  granted  him  a  Circle  of  Gold,  with  fix  Pearls  fet 
clofe  to  the  Rim.  His  Title  is  Right  Noble  Lord. 

The  Nobility  thus  formed  in  their  feveral  Degrees 
(exclufive  of  high  Offices)  maintain  a  Precedency  or 
Rank -among  themfelves  in  the  following  Order,  1.  Dukes, 
2.  Marquifes,  3.  Eideft  Son9  of  Dukes,  4.  Earls,  5.  Eideft 
Son's  of  Marquifes,  6.  Younger  Sons  of  Dukes,  7.  Vif- 
counts,  8.  Eideft  Sons  of  Earls,  9.  Younger  Sons  of 
Marquilfes,  10.  Barons,  11.  Eideft  Sons  of  Vifcounts; 
17.  Younger  Sons  of  Earls,  13.  Eideft  Sons  of  Barons* 
And  all  Peers  under  each  Title  keep  their  Rank  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Date  of  the  Patent  of  their  Creation.  And 
their  Ladies  and  their  Sons  Ladies  among  them,  main¬ 
tain  the  Dignity  and  Rank  of  their  refpedlive  Huf- 
bands. 
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No  Peer  thus  created  and  dignified  can  go  out  of  the  May  not 
king’s  Dominions,  without  Leave ;  and  muft  return 
upon  the  King’s  Writ  under  the  Privy- Seal,  or  forfeit  domT 
Goods  and  Chattels. 

The  Nobility  above  defcribed  are  entitled  to  divers 
and  fundry  Honourable  Privileges  *  and  Immunities  by 
the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  this  Realm,  both  in  and  out 
of  Parliament. 

Privilege  I.  A  Baroli,  Vifcount,  Earl,  or  other  Lord  Privileges, 
of  Parliament,  and  Peer  of  the  Realm,  being  Plaintiff  in 
an  Adfion,  the  Defendant  pleads.  That  the  Plaintiff  is 
not  a  Baron*  Vifcount,  Earl,  &c-.  as  he  is  named  in  the 
Writ.  This  muft  not  be  tried  at  common  Law  by  Jury, 
nor  by  Witneffes  as  in  the  Court  of  Chancery;  but  by 
the  Record  in  that  Court,  which  imports  by  itfelf  l'olid 
Truth,  f  Thus  if  a  Title  of  Honour  doth  defcend  to 
a  Woma^i,  If  a  Queftion  in  Law  fhall  arife  between  the 
noble  Woman,  and  any  other  Perfon,  whether  fhe  be  of 
that  Degree  of  Nobility  or  not,  the  Iffue  fhall  be  tried 
by  the  Record  thereof,  and  it  fhall  be  certified  by  the 
King’s  Writ,  and  not  by  a  Jury  of  twelve  Men. 

Priv.  II.  Their  Bodies  are  not  fubjedt  to  Torture  for 
Treafon.  % 

Priv.  III.  If  any  Servant  of  the*King  in  the  Check- 
koll,  compaffes,  or  intends  to  kill  any  Lord  of  Parlia- 

*  Privilege  ft  defined  by  Frerotus  thus,  Privilegium  eft  Jus 
fingulare,  hoc  eft  privata  Lex,  qua:  uni  Homini,  vel  Loco, 

Vel  Collegio,  &  fimilibus  aliis  conceditur  decreta  de  Privile¬ 
ges.  6ratiaH  thus,  Privilegia  funt  Leges  Privatorum,  quafi 
privata:  Leges  :  Nam  Privilegium  inde  dictum  eft,  quia  in 
privato,  feratur,  Deciet.  prima  Pars.  Diftindtio  3.  c  3.  Privile- 
gium  (faith  Geo.  Brondlacht  Wejlph.)  eft  jus  fingulare,  cert® 

Perfonce,  vel  Rei,  ob  aliquam  Aiquitatis  Rationem,  contra 
communes  Juris  Normas,  indultum,  lib.  7.  c.  5.  de  Privilegiis. 

Another  tells  us,  That  Privilegium  eft  quafi  privata  Lex,  & 
contra  Dirpofitionem  Juiis  communis  Conceftio  fafta.  And 
the  great  Civilian,  our  Countryman  Dr.  Ridley,  defines  it  in 
this  Manner  ;  It  is,  fays  he,  an  bnmunity  granted  unto  a  pri¬ 
vate  Man,  befide  the  Law. 

f  See  Co.  lib.  iz.  fol.  94  and  95,  Countefs  of  Shrevojbury' s 
Cafe,  fol.  70.  and  Lord  Abergavenny' s  Cafe.  Countefs  of 
Rutland's  Cafe,  C?r. 

J  See  CV.  lib.  12.  foi.  95.  Countefs  of  Salop's  Cafe* 

N  4  ment. 


184 


THE  PRESENT  SI' ATE  OF 

ment,  or  other  Lord  of  the  King’s  Council,  this  is 
Felony.  || 

Priv.  IV.  At  the  Suit  of  the  Subject  the  Bodies  of 
Noblemen,  Lords  of  Parliament  {hall  not  be  arrefted ; 
neither  Capias,  nor  Exigent  lieth  againft  them.  A  Privi¬ 
lege  founded  upon  a  ftrong  Prefumption,  That  the  tnojl 
honourable  are  likeliejl  to  be  right  honejl ,  and  to  pay  even 
before  Demand,  and  alfo  that  their  Fortunes  are  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  without  attaching  their  Perfons.  However  this 
Privilege  is  not  fo  abfolute,  but  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  if  they  fee  Caufe  may,  in  Cafe  of  Debt,  *  award 
Plea  of  a  Capias  agai»ft  a  Baron,  or  other  Peers  of  the 
Realm  :  and  for  Contempts  a  Capias  does  lie  again!!  a 
Peer  ;  as  for  refcuing  one  arrefted  by  the  Courfe  of 
Law  :  j  and  a  Capias  pro  fine  lies  againft  a  Nobleman  ; 
for  none  can  be  privileged  againft  the  King.  J  And  if  a 
Lord  of  Parliament  doth  with  Force  and  Arms  detain  a 
Man  in  his  Houfe,  or  elfewhere,  and  if  that  Lord  to 
prevent  the  Execution  of  the  Writ  de  Homine  replegiandoy 
to  deliver  him,  and  of  Malice,  do  keep  or  convey  away 
this  fame  Man,  fo  wrongfully  imprifoned,  fo  privately, 
as  that  the  Sheriff  cannot  execute  the  faidWrit:  then 
the  Court  will  award  a  Withernam ,  whereby  the  Sheriff 
fhall  attach  and  arreft  the  Body  of  the  faid  Lord,  and 
alfo  imprifon  him,  until  he  do  deliver  his  faid  Prifoner.  § 
Priv.  V.  Noblemen  and  Lords  of  Parliament  are  not 
to  be  empannelled  upoH  common  Juries  of  twelve  Men, 
for  the  Inqueft  de  faffo. 

Priv.  VI.  In  the  Common  Pleas  a  temporal  Lord  of 
Parliament  fhall  have  Knights  returned  on  his  Jury. 
And  this  is  incident  to  Bifhops  alfo,  as  Peers  of  the 
Realm.  And  if  a  noble  Peer  of  the  Realm  be  Plaintiff, 
and  a  Commoner  Defendant,  and  they  join  Iffue,  and 
two  Knights  are  not  returned  in  the  Jury  between 

||  See  3  Hen.  VII.  14,  Co.  lib.  22.  fol.  95.  Countefs  of 
Sbrewfbury1 s  Cafe,  and  Co.  Inftit.  fol.  37. 

*  The  Cafe  of  Marfhalfea  38  Hen.  VIII.  Dyer  60.  b.  60. 
lib.  6.  54.  a.  Countefs  of  Rutland's  Cafe. 

•f  See  27  Henry  VIII.  27.  Crompton's  Courts,  fol.  14.  a. 
p  See  Cron.  Eliz.  fol.  170.  Lord  Stafford  and  Tbin?ie,  and 
fol.  503.  Earl  of  Lincoln  againft  Flower. 

§  See  1  1  Hen.  IV.  it.  F.  N.  B.  68.  Crompton's  Courts,  fol. 
20.  a.  Hobart's  Rep.  fol.  61.  Fofler  and  fackfon. 
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them,  as  there  ought  to  be,  the  Defendant  may  chal¬ 
lenge  the  Array  of  Jury,  as  well  as  the  Peer.  * 

Priv.  VII.  No  EJfoin  lies  againft  a  Peer.  The  Rea- 
fon  of  this  Immunity  is,  for  that  thereby  a  Nobleman 
fhould  no  longer  be  delayed,  than  the  ordinary  Courfe 
of  the  Court  is ;  and  fuch  a  Lord  is  to  have  Expedi¬ 
tion  of  Juflice,  in  refpedt  he  is  to  attend  the  facred  Per- 
fon  of  the  King,  and  the  Service  of  the  Common-wealth. 
But  in  Cafe  a  Baron  or  Baronnefs,  an  Earl,  &c.  have 
their  Abfence  excufed  by  EJfoin ,  he,  who  calls  fuch 
EJfoin  or  Excufe,  ought  to  find  Pledges,  that  the  EJfoin 
is  true :  whereas  in  the  Cafe  of  a  Common  Perfon  it 
fhall  reft  upon  the  Credit  and  Integrity  of  the  EJfoniator  ; 
And  the  reafon  of  this  Diverfity  is,  becaufe  Noblemen  in 
IVarrantizatione  EJJ'onii ,  do  not  fwear  by  themfelves,  but 
by  their  Proxies,  viz.  their  Pledges.  || 

Priv.  VIII.  Noblemen,  Peers  of  the  Realm  and  Lords 
of  Parliament  are  exempted  from  Attendance  at  the 
Sheriff’s  Tourn,  or  at  any  Court-Leet,  or  to  take  there 
the  Oath  ofLigeance. 

Priv.  IX.  It  is  enadled  by  5  Eliz.  c.  1.  That  every 
Knight,  Citizen  and  Burgefs  of  Parliament  fhall  take  the 
Oath  of  Supremacy  before  the  Lord  Steward,  or  his  De¬ 
puty  :  But  it  is  not  required  of  any  of  the  Lords  Tem¬ 
poral  ;  becaufe  the  King  is  otherwife  fufficiently  affured 
of  their  Faith  and  Loyalty,  as  it  is  prefumed. 

Priv.  X.  A  Peer  of  the  Realm  fummoned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  his  lawful  Abfence,  and  Licences  of  his  Prince 
may  appoint  a  Proxy,  to  vote  for  him.  But  fome  In¬ 
conveniences  arifing  from  this  Privilege,  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  in  the  Year  1626,  and  2  Charles  I.  ordered.  That, 
for  the  future,  no  Lord  of  the  Houfe  fhould  be  capable  of 
receiving  above  two  Proxies,  nor  more  to  be  numbered  in 
any  Caufe  voted. 

Priv.  XI.  No  Temporal  Peer  and  Lord  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  fitting  in  Parliament,  or  within  the  ufual  Time 
of  Privilege  of  Parliament,  is  to  be  imprifoned  or  re¬ 
trained  without  Order  from  the  Houfe  j  unlefs  it  be  for 

*  Set  Mich.  33.  &  ?)\Elix.  Anderfon  1.  Part  272.  N.  28  r. 

||  See  Bratton,  lib.  5.  Tratt.  2.  de  EJfoniis,  C,  9.  Nu.  3.  fol. 

3 si.  b.  IsV.  2  N.  3.  fol.  337.  Britton,  C.  !.  22.  fol,  28 z.a.  Fleta, 
lib.  6.  c.  10.  nu.  15.  Co.  2.  Inft.  137. 
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Treafon,  Felony,  or  refuting  to  give  Security  for  tlie 
Peace. 

Priv.  XII.  It  belongs  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the 
ancient  Laws  and  Conftitutions  of  this  Kingdom,  to 
interpret  Adts  of  Parliament,  in  Time  of  Parliament,  in 
any  Caufe,  that  fhall  be  brought  before  them. 

Priv.  XIII.  If  Writs  of  Error  be  brought  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  upon  Judgments  given  in  the  King’s  Bench,  the 
Lords  of  the  higher  Houfe  alone,  without  the  Commons, 
are  to  examine  and  amend  the  Errors.  The  Lords  find¬ 
ing  themfelves  extremely  prefled  by  the  bringing  Writs 
of  Error  upon  Judgments  into  their  Houfe,  whereby 
the  public  Affairs  were  much  retarded,  made  this  Order 
in  'June  1641, 

“  Ordered ,  That  fuch  Perfons  that  bring  in  Writs  of 
cs  Error  into  this  Houfe,  upon  a  Judgment  given  in  a 
“  Court  of  Juftice,  and  if  it  appears  that  there  is  no 
tc  juft  Caufe  of  Error  in  the  faid  Judgment,  but  merely 
<c  for  delay  of  Juftice  and  Execution,  that  then  fuch 
“  Cofts  is  to  be  given  againft  the  Parties  that  bring  the 
“  Writ  of  Error,  as  the  Houfe  fhall  think  fit  to  give  ill 
<c  that  Cafe,  and  that  the  Record  fhall  be  remitted  to 
“  whence  it  came,  that  the  Defendant  may  take  out  Exe- 
**  cution.” 

Priv.  XIV.  Noblemen,  Peers  of  the  Realm,  and 
Lords  of  Parliament,  are  not  to  be  arrefted  by  any  War¬ 
rant  of  a  Juftice  of  Peace,  or  for  the  good  Behaviour, 
nor  by  a  Supplicant  out  of  the  high  Court  of  Chancery, 
or  from  the  King-’s  Bench.  For  our  Laws  conceived 

o 

fuch  an  Opinion  of  the  peaceable  Difpofition  of  Noble¬ 
men,  that  it  hath  been  thought  enough  to  take  their  Pro- 
mife  upon  Honour,  in  that  Behalf.  Though  this  Pri¬ 
vilege  is  fupported  by  feveral  Authorities ;  *  We  find  an 
Inftance,  f  whereon  Articles  of  Peace  exhibited  by  one 
Coleman.  Lord  Gcrrard ,  though  a  Peer,  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  only  prorogued,  was  bound  to  good  Behaviour,  and 
obliged  to  find  Securities. 

O 

*  See  Lamlert' s  Juftices  of  Peace,  lib.  2.  c.  2.  24.  Edw.  III. 
33  Subpaena  Fitzh.  20.  Camden's  Britan,  169.  Eng.  Edit. 
1610.  Dodridge' s  Treatife  of  Nobility,  fol.  139  and  140.  Edit. 
1658. 

f  S ztKeble  435,  Nu.  74. 
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Priv.  XV.  Noblemen,  Barons  of  the  Realm,  being 
•fc)efendants  in  Chancery,  inffead  of  a  Subpoena ,  have  a 
Letter  directed  to  them  from  the  Lord-chancellor,  or  the 
Lord-keeper,  of  their  Appearance.,  at  a  Day  therein  pre¬ 
fixed.  If  the  Lord  does  not  appear  to  this  Letter,  no 
Attachment  {hall  be  taken  out  hgainft  him.  For  there 
can  be  no  Procefs  of  Contempt  againft  his  Perfon, 
but  the  Court  can  proceed  to  a  Sequeflration.* 

Priv.  XVI.  Temporal  Lords  of  the  Parliament  in  all 
Cafes,  where  Clergy  lieth  at  the  Common  Law,  or  is 
reftrained  by  Statute,  fhall^  upon  their  Prayer,  be  ad¬ 
judged  as  a  Clerk  convidf,  though  they  cannot  read. 

Priv.  XV IL  The  dwelling  Houfe  of  a  Peer,  whilft  he 
or  his  Lady  be  there  Refident,  fhall  not  be  fearched, 
but  by  immediate  Warrant  from  the  King,  under  his 
Sign  manual,  or  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Lieutenant  of 
the  County,  or  one  of  the  Deputy-Lieutenants,  or  two 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  £hcorumt 
1 6  Car.  II.  c.  4, 

Priv.  XVIII.  The  fupreme  Legiflature  of  this  Na¬ 
tion  is  fo  tender  of  the  Honour,  Credit,  Reputation, 
and  Perfons  of  the  Nobility,  that  there  is  a  Law  purpofe- 
ly  made  by  2  Richard  II.  c.  5.  to  obviate,  withftand,  or 
hinder  all  Offences,  by  falfe  Reports,  or  Lies,  whereby 
iiny  Scandal  to  their  noble  Perfons  may  arife  5  or  Debate 
and  Difcord  between  them  and  common  Perfons  :  and 
becaufe  it  is  to  defend  them,  that  Law  is  called  Scandalum 
Magnatum. 

Priv.  XIX.  No  Demefne  or  proper  Cart  for  the  necef- 
fary  Ufe  of  our  Nobility  ought  to  be  taken  for  the  King’s 
Carriage.  They  are  exempt  by  Law. 

Priv.  XX.  It  was  an  ancient  Cuftom  for  the  Peers 
of  the  Realm,  to  have  a  certain  Quantity  of  Wine  Cuf- 
tom-free,  viz.  a  Tun  of  Wine  to  every  Earl,  &c. 

Priv.  XXL  In  all  Cafes  upon  Non-fuits,  or  other 
Judgments,  Earls  and  Barons,  by  c.  14.  of  Magna  Chart  a , 
{hall  not  be  amerfed  but  by  their  Peers,  Lords  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  after  the  Manner  of  their  Offence. 

Priv.  XXII.  The  Lords  in  Parliament  are  the  fupreme 
Court  of  Judicature  in  this  Nation,  not  only  to  judge, 
whether  Matters  prefented  to  them  by  the  Commons, 

**  See  z  Ventris ,  fol.  34. 
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be  fit,  or  requifite  for  the  King  to  pafs  into  Laws 3  but 
alfo  Writs  of  Error,  and  of  Matters  ofFa£t,  either  not 
determinable  in  other  Courts,  or  elfe  when,  though  they 
are  determinable,  yet,  in  regard  of  Nicety,  or  fpecial 
Matters,  they  cannot  well  difcern  or  judge. 

Priv.  XXIII  They  have  Liberty  to  hunt  in  the  King’s 
Forefts,  and  to  kill  one  or  two  Deer  at  a  Time,  by  the 
Statute  de  Forefta. 

Priv.  XXIV.  Lords  of  Parliament  fhall  be  tried  in 
criminal  Caufes,  viz.  Treafon,  Felony,  or  Mifprifon  of 
them  by  thofe,  who  are  noble,  and  Peers  of  the  Realm  : 
as  by  c.  29  of  Magna  Charta.  But  when  a  Peer  of  the 
Realm  is  arraigned  in  an  Appeal  of  Felony,  he  lofes  this 
Privilege,  and  muft  undergo  the  ordinary  Trial  of  twelve 
Men,  Free-holders  3  f  and  the  fame  in  the  Cafe  of  a 
Pramunire  ||. 

Priv.  XXV.  In  Trial  of  a  Peer  the  Lords  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  fhall  not  fwear,  but  they  pafs  their  Judgment  upon 
that  Faith  and  Allegiance  they  owe  to  the  King.  So  that 
their  Faith  and  Allegiance  Hand  in  equipoile  with  an 
Oath,  and  in  the  Cafe  of  a  common  Perfon,  in  Trial  of 
Life.  Many  have  been  the  Opinions  concerning  this 
Privilege,  but  the  Refolution  of  the  Lords,  A.  D.  1628, 
“  That  the  Nobility  of  this  Kingdom,  and  Lords  of  the 
“  Houfe  of  Parliament,  are  of  ancient  Right,  to  anfwer 
<c  in  all  Caufes,  as  Defendants,  upon  Proteftation  of 
<c  Honour  only,  and  not  upon  the  common  Oath,  puts 
<c  it  out  of  all  Doubt.”  Yet  it  is  more  fully  declared  in 
the  following  Proceedings  and  Order.  The  Earl  Mar- 
fhall  in  1640,  having  reported  the  Opinion  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  whom  the  Confideration  of  the  Proteftation  of 
the  Peers  of  this  Realm,  upon  Honour  was  referred,  upon 
fome  Doubts,  that  had  arifen,  in  a  former  Debate  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  upon  a  former  Order  to  that  Purpofe, 
divers  learned  Men  of  both  Laws  declared,  “  That  our 
“  Anfwer  upon  Honour  only ,  can  be  no  Impediment  to 

t  See  Stamford  1.  3.  c.  I.  Br. Trials,  142,  and  Jurors,  48  in 
fine,  jo Ed-w.  IV.  6.  13  Hen.  VIII.  11,  12.  Br.  Tit.  Treafon, 
29,  33,  Holbourn's  Readings  Ledture,  p.  68.  Br.  Coronse  153. 
Co.  3  Inft.  30.  and  2  Inft  49. 

||  Co.  lib.  12.  fol.  92.  Lord  Vaux'%  Cafe,  Balfiord,  1  Part 
598,  199,  Co.  3.  Inftit.  30. 
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*<  the  common  Juliice  of  the  Kingdom,  but  a  juft  Pre- 
“  fervation  of  our  ancient  Liberties.  And  it  was  then 
“  ordered,  nemine  Contra  dicente,  That  the  Nobility  of  this 
“  Kingdom,  and  Lords  of  the  Upper-houfe  of  Parliament 
“  are,  of  ancient  Right,  to  anfwer  in  all  Courts,  as 
“  Defendants  upon  Proteftations  of  Honour  onlv,  and 
“  not  upon  the  common  Oath:  And  that  the  faid  Or- 
der,  and  this  Explanation  do  extend  to  all  Anfwers 
“  and  Examinations  upon  Interrogatories  in  all  Caufes, 

“  as  well  criminal  as  civil,  and  in  all  Courts  and  Com- 
“  millions  whatfoever:  And  alfo  the  Perfons  of  the  Wi- 
“  dow  Dowagers  of  the  Temporal  Peers  of  this  Land. 

<c  And  though  neither  Civil  Law,  nor  Common  Law 
,c  allow  any  other  Teftimony  to  be  valid*  but  what  is 
“  given  upon  Oath  ;  yet  the  Teltimony  of  a  Peer  of 
“  England  given  in,  and  upon  his  Honour ,  without  any 
“  Oath,  is  elteemed  valid.” 

By  an  Adt,  10  Geo.  III.  intituled,  For  the  further  prevent¬ 
ing  delays  of  Jujlice  by  reafon  of  Privilege  of  Parliament , 
it  is  enadted,  that  Suits  or  Adtions  may  be  profecuted  in 
Courts  of  Record,  Equity  or  Admiralty  ;  and  in  Courts 
having  cognizance  of  caufes  Matrimonial  and  Teftamentary 
againft  Peers  and  Members  of  the  Houle  of  Commons,  and 
their  Servants,  &c.  with  this  provifo,  that  the  perfons  of 
Members  of  the  Ploufe  of  Commons  lhall  not  be  arrefted, 
nor  imprifoned  :  But  that  the  Court  out  of  which  the 
Vv  rit  proceeds  may  order  the  Iflues  levied  to  be  fold,  and 
the  Money  arifing  thereby  to  be  applied  to  pay  Cofts  to 
the  Plaintiff,  and  the  furplus  to  be  retained  till  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Defendant,  or  other  purpofe  of  the  W rit  be  an- 
fwered  ;  the  refidue  to  be  returned  and  repaid  to  Defendant. 

And  it  was  further  enacted,  that  obedience  to  rule  of  th# 

Court  of  King’s-Bench,  Common-Pleas  or  Exchequer, 
may  be  enforced  by  Diftrefs  infinite.  This  Adt  extended 
to  Scotland. 

A  List  of  the  Peerage  of  England.  1771* 

Henry ,  Lord  Apfey,  Lord  High-chancellor  of  Great  Britain.  Peers  of 
Aug.  19,  1762.  His  Royal  Highnefs  George-Augustus-  the  Blood 
h  REderick,  Prince  of  Wales,  Earl  of  Chefter,  Elec-  °^3  ' 
toral  Prince  of  Brunfwicic  and  Lunenburgh,  Duke  of 
Cornwall  and  Rothfay,  Earl  of  Carrick,  Baron  of  Ren¬ 
frew,  Lord  of  thelfles,  and  Great  Steward  of  Scotland. 

V°L.  I.  N  7  1764, 
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1764,  Nov.  19.  His  Royal  Highnefs  William-Henry $ 
Duke  of  Gloucefter  and  Edinburgh,  Earl  of  Connaught 
in  Ireland. 

1766,  Oft.  22.  His  Royal  Highnefs  Henry- Frederick,  Duke 
of  Cumberland  and  Straihern,  and  Earl  of  Dublin. 

Rich.  III.  1483.  (a)  f  Edward  Howard,  duke  of  Nor¬ 

folk,  earl  of  Arundel,  earl-marfhal,  hereditary  marfhal, 
and  premier  duke  of  England. 

Edw.  VI.  1546.  Edward  Seymour,  duke  of  Somerfet,  ba¬ 
ron  Seymour. 

Cha.  II.  1670.  William  Fitzrcy ,  duke  of  Cleveland  and 
Southampton,  earl  of  Chichefler. 

1675.  Charles  Lenox,  duke  of  Richmond,  Lenox,  and 
Aubigny,  earl  ot  March  and  Darnley. 

1675.  AugujiusPlenry  Fitzroy,o ukeofGrafton,  earlofEuflon. 

16S2.  §  Henry  Somerjet,  duke  of  Beaufort,  marquis  of 
Worcefter. 

1 6 B 3 .  George  Bcauclerk,  duke  of  St.  Albans,  earl  of  Bur- 
ford,  hereditary  grand  falconer  of  England,  hereditary 
regifter  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

Will.  III.  1689.  Harry  Powlet,  duke  of  Bolon,  mar¬ 
quis  of  Winchefter,  pi  emier  marquis-of  England. 

1694  §  Thomas  Ofoorne,  duke  of  Leeds,  (viicount  Dum- 
blaine  in  Scotland)  marquis  of  Carmarthen. 

1694.  John  Rujpl,  duke  of  Bedford,  marquis  of  Taviftock. 

1694.  William  Cavendijh,  duke  of  Devonfhire,  marquis  of 
Hartington. 

Anne,  1702.  George  Spencer,  duke  of  Marlborough, 
marquis  of  BlandforJ. 

1703.  John  Manners ,  duke  of  Rutland,  marquis  of  Granby. 

1708.  %  Charles  Douglas,  duke  of  Dover,  marquis  of 
Beverly. 

3711.  J  J antes -George  Hamilton,  duke  of  Brandon,  lord 
Dutton,  (alio  duke  of  Hamilton  in  Scotland.) 

Geo.  I.  1715.  Peregrine  Bertie,  duke  of  Ancafter  and 
Kefteyen,  marquis  of  Lindley,  lord  great  chamberlain  of 
England  by  inheritance, 

1715-  Evelyn  Pierpoint,  duke  of  Kingfton,  marquis  of 
Dorchefter. 

1715.  §  Thomas  Pelham  Holies,  duke  of  Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne,  alfo  duke  of  Newcaftle  under  Line  in  StafFord- 
ihire,  marquis  of  Clare,  and  lord  Pelham. 

(a)  f  Reman  Catholics.  —  J  D  0  not  fit  in  theHoufe. — ^Baronets,- 

1716.  William 
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1716.  William  Henry  Cavendijh  Bentinck,  duke  and  earl 
of  Portland,  marquis  of  Titchfield. 

1719.  George  Montagu ,  duke  of  Manchefter,’  vifcount 
Mandeville. 

1719.  §  Henry  Brydges ,  duke  of  Chandos,  marquis  of 
Caernarvon. 

1720.  Charles  Sackville,  duke  of  Dorfet,  and  earl  of  Mid- 
dlefex. 

1720.  Francis  Egerton,  duke  of  Bridgewater,  marquis  of 
Brackley. 

1766.  §  Hugh  Percy,  duke  and  earl  of  Northumberland, 
earl  Percy,  lord  Warkworth  of  Warkworth  Caftle. 

J766.  §  George  Montagu,  duke  of  Montagu,  marquis  of 
Monthermer,  earl  of  Cardigan,  and  lord  Brudenel. 

Geo.  II.  1746.  Charles  Watfon  Wentzvorth,  marquis  ofVtirqais 
Rockingham,  earl  of  Malton,  (alfo  earl  of  Malton  in 
Ireland.) 

Hen.  VI.  1442.  f  George  Talbot ,  earl  of  Shrew  (bury,  Earls, 
lord  Talbot,  earl  of  Waterford  and  Wexford  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

Hen.  VII.  1485.  §  Edward  St  anley ,  earl  of  Derby,  lord 
Strange. 

Hen.  VIII.  1529.  Francis  Hajlings,  earl  of  Huntingdon, 
lord  Haftings. 

Edw.  VI.  1551.  Henry  Herbert ,  earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery,  lord  Herbert. 

Eliz.  1572.  Henry  Clinton ,  earl  of  Lincoln,  lord  Clin¬ 
ton. 

Jam.  I.  1603.  Henry  Howard,  earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berk- 
fhire,  vifcount  Andover. 

1605.  James  Cecil,  earl  of  Salilbury,  vifcount  Cran- 
bourn. 

1605.  Brownlow  Cecil,  earl  of  Exeter,  lord  Burleigh. 

1618.  Spencer  Compton ,  earl  of  Northampton,  lord 
Compton. 

1622.  Bafil  Fielding,  earl  of  Denbigh,  vifcount  Fielding, 

(earl  of  Defmond  in  Ireland.) 

Cha.  I.  1627.  Charles  Mordaunt ,  earl  of  Peterborough 
and  Monmouth,  lord  Mordaunt. 

1628.  §  Harry  Grey,  earl  of  Stamford,  lord  Grey. 

1628.  §  Daniel  Finch,  earl  ofWinchilfea  and  Notting¬ 
ham,  vifcount  M.aidftone, 


1628.  Philip 


192 


THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 

1628.  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope ,  earl  of  Chefterfield,  lord 
Stanhope. 

1628.  Sackville  Tufton ,  earl  of  Thanet,  lord  Tufton, 
hereditary  IherifF  of  Cumberland,  and  lord  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  Skipton  in  Craven. 

Cha.  II.  1660.  John  Montagu ,  earl  of  Sandwich,  vif- 
count  Hinchinbroke. 

1661.  John  William  Anne  Holies  Cap  el,  earl  of  Efiex,  vif- 
count  Malden. 

1661.  Arthur  Annejley ,  earl  of  Anglefey,  lord  Annelley, 
(vifcount  Valencia  in  Ireland.) 

1661.  Frederick  Howard,  earl  of  Carlille,  vifcount  Mor¬ 
peth. 

1662.  Henry  Scot,  earl  of  Doncafter,  lord  Scot,  (duke  of 
Buccleugh  in  Scotland). 

1672.  §  Anthony  AJhley  Cooper,  earl  of  Shaftefbury,  lord 
Aihley. 

3674.  §  George  Henry  Lee ,  earl  of  Lichfield,  vifcount 
Quarendon. 

1679.  Frederick  Augujlus  Berkeley,  earl  of  Berkeley,  vif¬ 
count  Durfley. 

3682.  Willoughby  Bertie,  earl  of  Abingdon,  lord  Norreys. 

1682.  §  Tho?nas  Noel,  earl  of  Gainfborough,  vifcount 
Cambden. 

1682.  Robert  D’ Arey,  earl  of  HoldernefTe,  lord  D’Arcy. 

1682.  Other  Lewis  Windfor  Hicbnan ,  earl  of  Plymouth, 
lord  Windfor. 

Will.  III.  1690.  Richard  Lumley  Saunderfon,  Earl  of 

£  Scarborough,  (vifcount  Lumley  in  Ireland.) 

1695.  William  Henry  Tjuleiftein  de  NaJJau,  earl  of  Roch- 
ford,  vifeoupt  Tunbridge. 

3696 .  George  Keppel,  earl  of  Albemarle,  vifcount  Bury. 

1697.  George  William  Coventry,  earl  of  Coventry,  vif¬ 
count  Deerhurft. 

1697.  William  VUliers,  earl  of  Jerfey,  vifcount  Villiers. 

Anne,  1706.  Vere  Poulet,  earl  Poulet,  vifcount  Hinton, 

1706.  George  Cholmondeley ,  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  vif¬ 
count  Malpas  (vifcount  Cholmondeley  of  Kells  in  Ire¬ 
land.) 

17 1 1.  Edward  Harley,  earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  Morti¬ 
mer,  lord  Harley. 

17 1 1.  §  Wajhington  Shirley,  earl  Ferrets,  vifcount  Tam- 
worth, 

17 1 1.  §  WiU 
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17x1.  §  William  Wentworth ,  earl  of  Strafford,  vifcount 
Wentworth. 

1 7 -IX'.  William  Legge ,  earl  of  Dartmouth,  vifcount 
Lewifham. 

Geo.  I.  1714.  Henry  Paget ,  earl  of  Uxbridge,  lord 
Paget. 

1714.  Charles  Bennet,  earl  of  Tanker ville,  lord  Offul- 
fton. 

1714.  Heneage  Finch,  earl  of  Aylesford,  lord  Guernfey. 

1714.  George  IVilliam  Hervcy ,  earl  of  Briftol  ,  lord 

1714.  §  Robert  Carteret,  earl  Granville,  vifcount  Carte¬ 
ret,  and  hereditary  bailiff  of  the  Idle  of  Jerfey. 

1714.  George  Montagu  Dunk,  earl  of  Halifax,  vifcount 
Sunbury. 

1,717.  §  Henry  Yelv'erton ,  earl  of  Suffex,  vifcount  Lon- 
gueville. 

1717.  §  George  Clavering  Cowper ,  earl  Cowper,  vifcount 
Fordwich. 

17x8.  Philip  Stanhope,  earl  Stanhope,  vifcount  Mahon. 

1719.  Bennet  Sherrard,  earl  of  Harborough,  lord  Sherrard 
(baron  Leitrim  in  Ireland.) 

1721.  Thomas  Parker,  earl  of  Macclesfield,  vifcount 
Parker. 

1721.  §  George  Fermor,  earl  of  Pomfret,  lord  Lempfter 

1722.  William  Graham ,  earl  and  baron  Graham  of  Bel- 
ford  (duke  of  Montrofe  in  Scotland). 

1722.  John  Ker ,  earl  and  baron  Ker  of  Wakefield  (duke 
of  Roxburgh  in  Scotland.) 

Geo.  II.  1729.  §  John  Waldegrave,  earl  Waldegrave, 
vifcount  Chewton. 

173°.  John  AJhburnham,  earl  of  Alhburnham,  vifcount 
St.  Afaph. 

1731.  Thomas  Howard,  earl  of  Effingham,  lord  Howard. 

1741.  George  Walpole ,  earl  of  Orford,  vifcount  Wal¬ 
pole. 

1741.  William  Stanhope,  earl  of  Harrington,  vifcount 
Peterfham. 

1743.  John  Wallop ,  earl  of  Portfmouth,  vifcount  Ly- 
mington, 

1746.  Francis  Grevile ,  earl  Brooke,  and  earl  of  War¬ 
wick. 

,1746. 
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1746.  §  Granville  Levcfon  Gower ,  earl  Gower,  vifcount 
Trentham. 

1746-  § John  Hobart,  earl  of  Buckinghamfnire,  lord  Hobart. 

174.6.  William  Fitzwilliam,  earl  Fitzwilliam,  vifcount 
Milton  (alfo  earl  Fitzwilliam  in  Ireland.) 

1748.  Henry  Arthur  Herbert, earl  Powys,  vifcount  Ludlow. 

1749.  ^  George  Wyndham ,  earl  of  Egremont,  lord  Cocker- 
mouth. 

1749.  Richard  Grenville  Temple,  earl  Temple,  vifcount 
and  baron  Cobham. 

1749.  Simon  Har court,  earl  Harco'urt,  vifcount  Newnham. 

1750.  Francis  Seymour  Conway,  earl  of  Hertford,  vifcount 
Beauchamp,  (lord  Conway  in  Ireland.) 

1752.  Francis  North,  earl  of  Guildford,  lord  North. 

1753.  §  Charles  Cornwallis,  earl  Cornwallis,  vife,  Brome. 

1754.  Philip  Yorke ,  earl  of  Hardwicke,  vifcount  Royfton. 

X  754.  Henry  Vane,  earl  of  Darlington,  vifcount  Barnard. 

1756.  §  Thomas  Bclafyfe,  earl  and  vifcount  Fauconberg. 

1756.  Stephen  Fox,  earl  of  IlchePcer,  lord  Stavordale. 

Geo.  III.  1761.  John  Wejl,ezr\  Delawarr,  vife.  Catalupe. 

1761.  William  Talbot ,  earl  Talbot,  lord  Henfol. 

1764.  Robert  Henley ,  earl  of  Northington,  lord  Henley, 
baron  of  Grange  in  Hampflnre. 

1 765.  §  William  Bouverie,  earl  of  Radnor,  vifcount 
Folkftone. 

1765.  John  Spencer,  earl  Spencer,  and  vifcount  Althorpe, 
in  the  county  of  Northampton. 

1766.  William  Pitt,  earl  of  Chatham,  vifcount  Pitt,  of 
Burton-Pynfent. 

1766.  John  Ligonier ,  earl  Ligonier,  baron  of  Ripley  in 
Surry,  (vifcount  Ligonier  in  Ireland.) 

Edw.  VI.  1549.  Edward  Devercux ,  vifcount  Hereford, 
premier  vifcount  of  England. 

Mary,  1554-  Anthony  Browne,  vifcount  Montague. 

James  I.  1624.  Richa:  d  Fienes,  vifcount  and  baron  Say 
and  Sele. 

Char. II.  1682.  §  GeorgeTcwnJhend,  vifcount  Townfhend. 

1682.  §  Thomas  Thynne,  vifcount  Weymouth. 

Anne,  1711.  §  Frederick  St.  John,  vifcount  Bolingbroke, 
and  St.  John  of  Batterfea. 

Geo.  I.  1720.  Hugh  Bofcawen,  vifcount  Falmouth. 

1721.  George  Byng,  vifcount  T orrington. 

Geo.  II. 
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Geo.  II.  1746.  James  Fitzgerald,  vifcount  Leinfler  of 
Taplow  in  Bucks  (duke  or  Leinfter  in  Ireland. 

Geo.  III.  1762.  §  Edward  Noel,  vifcount  Wentworth. 

1762.  §  William  Courtenay ,  vifcount  Courtenay. 

1763.  John  Ward,  vifcount  Dudley  and  Ward,  lord 
Ward,  baron  of  Birmingham. 

1766.  §  Charles  Maynard,  vifcount  Maynard,  and  baron  Barons. 

of  Much-Eafton  in  El Tex. 

Edw.  I.  1295.  George  Neville,  lord  Abergavenny. 

Hen.  III.  1231.  §  brands  Dajhvjood,  lord  Le  Defpenfer. 

Edw.  I.  1296.  "James  Touchet,  lord  Audley  of  Heleigh 
(earl  of  Caftlehaven  in  Ireland. 

1297.  Thomas  Barret- Lennard,  lord  Dacre. 

1297.  Norborne  Berkeley,  lord  Botetout. 

Edw.  II.  1307.  Ferdir.ando  DudleyLea  Smith ,  lord  Dudley. 

Hen.  VI.  144S.  f  William  Stour  tan ,  lord  Stourton. 

Hen.  VII.  John  B-eyio  Verney ,  lord  Willoughby  de  Broke: 

Edw.  VI.  1546.  Henry  Willoughby,  lord  Willoughby  of 
Parham. 

Eliz.  1558.  §  Beauchamp  St.  John,  lord  St.  John  ofBletfo. 

Jam.  I.  1603.  f  Robert  Edward  Petre,  lord  Petre  of 
Writtle. 

1605.  f  Henry  Arundel,  lord  Arundel  of  Wardour  (Count 
of  the  facred  Roman  Empire. 

1608.  John  Bligh ,  lord  Clifton  of  Leighton  Bromfwold 
(earl  of  Darnley  in  Ireland.) 

1615.  §  t  John  Dormer,  lord  Dormer  ofWenge. 

1616.  f  Henry  Roper,  lord  Teynham. 

Cha.  I.  1643.  §  Ed.  Leigh,  lord  Leigh  of  Stoneleigh. 

1643.  TVilliam  Byron,  lord  Byron  of  Rochdale. 

Cha.  II.  1657.  f  Mar snaduke  Langdale,  lord  Langdale  of 
Holme. 

1658.  John  Berkeley,  lord  Berkeley  of  Straton. 

1661.  Nathaniel  Booth,  lord  Delamere. 

1663.  John  Arundel,  lord  Arundel  of  Trerice. 

1665.  William  Craven,  lord  Craven  of  Hampfted-Mar- 
fhall. 

1672.  +  Hugh  Clifford,  lord  Clifford  of  Chudley. 

Anne,  1711.  Edmund  Boyle,  lord  Boyle  of  Ivlarffon  and 
Orrery  in  Ireland. 

1711.  Thomas  Hay,  lord  Hay  of  Pedwarden  (earl  of 
Kinnoul  in  Scotland.) 

1711.  S  Francis  Willoughby,  lord  Middleton. 

O  2  1711.  Robert 
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1711.  Robert  Hampden  Trevor ,  Lord  Trevor  of  Brom- 

ham, 

17 1 1  §  Samuel  Majham ,  lord  Mafham  of  Oats. 

1711.  §  Allen  Bdtburjl ,  lord  Bathurft  of  Battlefden. 

Geo.  1.  1716.  §  Richard  OnJlovj,  lord  Onflow. 

1716.  §  Robert  Marjham,  lord  Romney. 

1718.  Charles  Cadogan ,  lord  Cadogan  of  Oatley. 

1720.  Matthew  Ducie  Morton ,  lord  Ducie  de  Merton, 
and  lord  Ducie  ofTortworth  in  Glouceflrerfhire  1763, 
with  remainder  to  Thomas  and  Francis,  fonsorFran. 
Reynolds,  Efq; 

1723.  Thomas  King,  lord  King  of  Ockham. 

Gso.  Ik  1728.  §  'John  Monfon,  lord  Monfon. 

1735.  Francis  Godolphin ,  lord  Godolphin. 

1741.  Thomas  Bromley,  lord  Montfort,  of  Horfe-heath. 

1741.  Frederic- Henry-Thynne  How ,  lord  Chedworth. 

1742.  George  Edgcumbe,  lord  Edgcumbe  of  Mount  Edg- 
cumbe. 

1743.  Samuel  Sandy s,  lord  Sandys  of  Omberfley. 

1746.  Thomas  Bruce  Brudenel,  lord  Bruce,  of  Tottenham. 

1746.  Matthew  Fortcfcue,  lord  Fortefcue  of  Caftle-Hill. 

1747.  §  Henry  Lidclel ,  lord  Ravenfworth,  of  Ravenf- 
worth  Caftle. 

1747  Thomas  Archer,  lord  Archer,  ofUmberflade. 

1749.  William  Ponfonby,  lord  Ponfonby  of  Syfonby,  (earl 
of  Befborough  in  Ireland.) 

1750.  Vere  Beauclerk,  lord  Vere  of  Hanworth. 

1756.  Thomas  Villiers,  lord  Flyde  ofHindon. 

1756.  Horatio  Walpole,  lord  Walpole,  ofWolterton. 

1756.  William  Murray,  lord  Mansfield. 

1756.  Wills  Hill ,  lord  Harwich,  of  Harwich  in  Eflex, 
(earl  of  Hilfborough  in  Ireland.) 

1756.  §  George  Littelton,  lord  Littelton,  of  Frankley  in 
Worcefterlhire. 

1760.  William  Petty,  lord  Wycombe,  (earl  of  Shelburne 
in  Ireland.) 

1760.  Leuis  Monfon- Watf on,  lord  Sonds. 

Geo.  III.  1761.  Thomas  Robinfon,  lord  Grantham. 

1761.  §  Richard  Grofoenor,  lord  Grofvenor. 

1761.  §  Nathaniel  Curzon,  lord  Scarfdale. 

1762.  §  William  Irby,  lord  Bofton. 

1762.  John  Purfcval,  lord  Lovel  and  Holland  of  Enmore 
in  Somerfetfhire  ( alfo  earl  Egmont  in  Ireland. ) 

1762.  John 
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1762.  John  Montagu,  lord  Montagu,  ofBoughton,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  duke  of  Montagu,  and  titular  marquis  of 
Monthermer. 

1762.  Jofeph  Damer ,  lord  Milton,  of  Milton-Abbey  in 
Dorfetfhire  (alfo  lord  Milton  of  Shronehill  in  Ire¬ 
land.) 

1762.  Edward  Montagu,  lord  Beaulieu. 

1762.  George  Venables  Vernon ,  lord  Vernon,  of  Kindertcn. 

1762.  George  Fox-Lane,  Lord  Bingley. 

1763.  Henry  Fox,  lord  Holland,  of  Foxley. 

1765.  Charles  Pratt,  baron  Camden,  of  Camden-Piace. 

1765.  Henry  Digby,  baron  Digby  of  Sherborne  in  the 
county  of  Dorfet,  (lord  Digby  in  Ireland.) 

1766.  John  Campbell,  baron  Sundridge  of  Coombank,  in 
Kent,  eldeft  fon  of  the  duke  of  Argyll,  titular  marquis 
of  Lorn. 

Befidcs  thefe,  the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  fmce  the  Union  with 
Scotland,  contains  fixtcen  Scotch  Peers,  of  whom  men¬ 
tion  fliall  be  made  in  the  prefent  State  of  that  Kingdom. 

Jemima  Campbell,  marc'nionefs  Grey,  lady  to  the  earl  of  Peereffes  in 
Hardwicke.  1 740  their  own 

Jdileftna  de  Schulenberg,  countefs  of  Wallingham,  lady  to 
the  earl  of  Chefterheld.  1722 

Charlotte  Compton-Townfoend,  baronefs  Ferrers,  lady  to 
vifcount  Townlhend  1298 

Margaret  Tvf ton-Coke,  baronefs  of  Clifford,  lady  of  the 
late  earl  of  Leicefter  1299 

Elizabeth  Percy ,  baronefs  Percy,  lady  of  the  duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  1377 

Charlotte  Murray,  baronefs  Strange  of  Knokyn,  lady  to 
the  duke  of  Athol,  and  lady  of  the  Ifle  of  Man  1627 
Mary  Lcgge,  baronefs  Stawell,  of  Somerton  in  Somer- 
fetfhire,  widow  of  the  late  right  honourable  Henry 
Bilfon  Legge.  1760 

Mary  Stuart,  baronefs  Mount  Stuart,  of  Wortley  in 
Yorkfhire,  lady  of  the  earl  of  Bute.  1761 

Hejler  Pitt ,  baronefs  of  Chatham,  lady  to  the  earl  of 
Chatham.  1761 

Caroline  Fox,  baronefs  Holland,  lady  of  lord  Holland,  1762 
Carolina  Campbell,  (widow  of  the  late  right  honourable 
Charles  Townlhend)  baronefs  of  Greenwich  1767 

To  thefe  we  add  the  Archbijloops  and  Bijhops  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Sees : 
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( a )  The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  primate  cf 
all  England  : 

The  Archbifhop  of  York,  primate  of  England  : 

The  Bifhop  of  London. 

The  Bifhop  of  Durham 
The  Bifhop  of  Winch  eft  er^  Prelate  of  the  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Garter 
The  Bifhop  of  Ely 
The  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells 
The  Bifhop  of  Hereford 
The  Bifhop  of  Rochefer 
The  Bifhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry 
The  Bifhop  of  Chefier 
The  Bifhop  of  Worcefier 
The  Bifhop  of  Chi  chefier 
The  Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph 
The  Bifhop  of  Salijbury 
The  Bifhop  of  Bangor 
The  Bifhop  of  Harwich 
The  Bifhop  of  Gloucefier 
The  Bifhop  of  Landaff 
The  Bifhop  of  Lincoln 
The  Bifhop  of  Brifiol 
The  Bifhop  of  Car  life 
The  Bifhop  of  Exeter 
The  Bifhop  of  Peterborough 
The  Bifhop  of  Oxford 
The  Bifhop  of  St.  David's 

I  he  Commons  of  this  Nation  are  divided  into  Gentry , 
Merchants ,  Yeomen ,  Dradefmen ,  Mariners ,  Artificers ,  and 
labouring  People. 

Under  the  Difcindtion  of  Gentry  are  comprized  all 
aboveAeomen,  and  below  the  Degree  of  a  Baron  ;  in 
which  are  included  all  1  itles  from  Barons,  downward. 
Formerly  Gentlemen  had  their  Beginning  either  of  Blood, 
as  born  of  genteel  Parents,  or  as  they  had  done  fomething 
worthy  in  Peace  or  War;  by  which  they  had  a  Right  to 
bear  Arms,  and  be  efteemed  Gentlemen.  But  now  he  is 
generally  called  and  admitted  to  be  a  Gentleman,  who 
ftudies  the  Law,  is  of  a  Univerfity,  profeffes  the  liberal 
Sciences,  or  can  live  without  manual  Labour,  or  inter- 

( a)  At  the  End  of  each  is  the  Sum  each  See  is  charged  in 
the  King’s  Books. 
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fering  in  any  mechanical  Employment.  However  there 
are  feveral  Franks  or  Degrees  among!  the  Gentry,  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  T  itles  of  Knights ,  Squires ,  and  Gentle¬ 
men ,  properly  fo  called. 

Of  Knights.  There  are  Knights  of  the  Garter ,  K  nights  Several  Or- 
of  the  Bath,  Baronets ,  Bannerets,  and  Knights  Baiclciors.'-Fff^ 

All  well  regulaied  Governments  have  laid  it  down  as  M  n:  how 
a  Maxim,  to  give  a  juft  Encouragement  to  Merit  by  rewarded, 
proportioning  Rewards  to  the  Service  done ;  for  Merit 
rauft  be  fuppofed  to  confift  in  the  Performance  of  fome 
virtuous  or  heroic  Adtion,  directed  for  the  public  Good  : 
and  as  Virtue  is  either  military  or  civil,  fo  the  Diftri- 
buticn  of  Rewards  is  different,  either  by  beftowing  De¬ 
grees  and  Titles  of  Honour ,  or  by  Donations  of  IVealth  : 

So  that  in  either  Conftrudtion,  Virtue  may  have  its  pro¬ 
per  and  fuitable  Reward.  And  as  Honour  is  the  proper 
Reward  of  Virtue,  it  has  been  reduced  into  Form  and 
Order,  by  in  veiling  the  Perfon  meriting,  with  fome 
particular  Badge,  Title  or  Appellation  of  Excellence 
under  the  Name  of  Knighthood.  Which  Honour ,  in  every 
Degree,  a  Gentleman  is  as  capable  of  receiving  and  en¬ 
joying,  as  they  who  are  noble  by  birth. 

The  Gentry  have  feveral  times  been  diftinguilhed  by  Knights  of 
the  Sovereign  with  the  Knighthood  of  the  Garter ,  the  t'ie  <^-rtcr- 
moft  ancient  and  honourable  of  all  military  Orders,  and 
the  Mother  from  whom  have  fprung  all  the  other  great 
Orders  in  Chriftendom.  The  Rules  of  this  Order  were 
from  the  Beginning  fo  well  digefted,  that  they  have  ad¬ 
mitted  of  few  or  no  material  Changes  And  the  Knights 

O  ^  O 

have  at  no  time  exceeded  the  nrft  Foundation  of  twenty- 
fix,  contrary  to  the  Fate  of  other  Orders. 

The  Qualities  of  Edward  the  third ,  who  founded  this  Why  and 
Honour,  gave  a  particular  Luftre  to  it.  He  was  the 
greateft  and  braveft  Prince  of  his  Time,  in  the  Opinion 
of  all  others,  as  well  as  the  Gertnans,  who  nrft  made  him 
Vicar-general  of  the  Empire,  and  afterwards  offered  him 
the  Imperial  Diadem.  He  claimed  the  Crown  of  France , 
as  his  juft  and  lawful  Inheritance,  and  ftudied,  by  the 
Inftitution  of  this  Order,  to  engage  the  moft  martial 
Spirits  of  the  Age  in  his  Quarrel.  For  this  Purpofe  he 
invited  to  his  Court  the  gallant  Spirits  from  abroad, 

'to  try  their  Valour  at  the  folemn  Jufts  to  be  held  at 
JVindfor ,  on  the  19th  of  January,  1345,  and  out  of  the 

O  4  moft 


200  THE  PRESENT  STAT'E  OF 


Its  Device 


moft  illuftrious  of  thofe  Heroes,  the  King  feledted  twenty- 
fix ,  whom,  three  Years  after,  he  incorporated  by  the 
Name  and  Stile  of  Equiies  aurees  Perifcelidis ,  or  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Garter ,  to  perpetuate  the  fignal  Vidlory  he 
gained  over  the  French  at  Crejfy,  where  his  Majefcy  threw 
out  his  Garter  for  the  fignal  of  that  Battle,  in  which 
the  whole  Power  of  France  fell  before  him.. 

Having  thus  given  the  Garter  preheminence  amongft 
his  Enfigns,  King  Edward  III.  pitched  upon  thefe  Words 
for  the  Motto  or  Device  of  the  Order.  Honi  soit  qui 
In  Enfijh,  May  he  be  ashamed  that 

it,  i.  e.  either 
the  Crown  of 


Eminent 

Compa¬ 

nions. 


not  approve)  of 
of  his  1  i tie  to 


which  gave  Occafton  for  this  Inftitution. 


MAL  Y  PENSE, 

THINKS  ILL  (or  does 
of  the  Order  itfelf,  or 
France , 

This  Garter  is  blue  :  which  is  the  Colour  his  Maief- 
ty  chofe  on  this  Occafion,  becaufe  it  wTas  the  Colour  of 
the  Field  of  the  Arms  of  France  ;  which,  with  the  Ti¬ 
tle  he  had  about  that  l  ime  afiumed,  himfelf  and  his 
SnccefTors  have  ever  fince  ufea.  And  the  great  Efteem 
in  which  St.  George  was  held  by  the  Pilgrims,  returned 
from  the  Floly  Lancia  prevailed  with  the  King,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Superftition  of  thefe  Times,  to  make  that 
Chriftian  Mars  Patron  both  of  this  Order,  and  of  the 
Nation. 

This  Order,  by  Companionfhip,  has  been  illuftrated 
with  nine  Emperors  of  Germany ,  three  Kings  of  Spain , 
five  Kings  of  France ,  two  Kings  of  Scotland ,  fix  Kings 
of  Denmark ,  two  Kings  of  Sweden ,  five  Kings  of  P artu- 
gal ,  one  King  of  Poland ,  two  Kings  of  Naples.,  and 
one  King  of  Arragon ,  befides  divers  Dukes,  and  other 
free  foreign  Princes  ;  who  at  all  Times  have  thought 
themfelves  fo  highly  honoured  by  the  Garter ,  that  the 
Emperors  Sigifmund  and  Charles  \  .  came  in  Perfon  to  re¬ 
ceive  it  from  the  Hands  of  the  Sovereign,  and  to  be  in- 
ftalled  at  JVindfor. 

The  Incorporation  of  this  Order  is  in  St.  George's 
the  Caftle  at  JVindfor  :  And  it  has  tv/o  Seals, 
one  belonging  to  the  Sovereign  of  the  Order,  and  a  great 
Seal  belonging  to  the  whole  College  or  Corporation. 
This  College  or  Society  confifts  of  a  Sovereign  (who  is 
the  Kinpr  orQueen)  of  England ;  and  twenty-five  Compa¬ 
nions  called  Knights  of  the  Garter  ;  a  Prelate,  who  ist  he 
Biftiop  of  JVincheJler  a  Chancellor,  who  is  the  Biihop  of 
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Salijiury,  and  a  Regifter,  who  is  the  Dean  of  TVindfor : 
a  principal  King  at  Arms,  ftiled  Garter ,  who  is  the 
chief  Lay-officer,  whofe  Bufinefs  is  to  marfhal  the  So¬ 
lemnity  at  their  Inftallations  and  Feafts,  and  an  Ufher  of 
the  Garter. 

The  Inftallation  of  a  Knight  is  or  ought  to  be  per-  * 

formed  in  the  faid  Chapel  of  St.  George  at  TVindfor ,  with  Knight, 
great  Pomp  and  Magnificence.  And  the  Habit  and  En- 
figns  of  this  moft  noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  are  a 
Garter,  Mantle,  Sur-coat,  Hood,  George  and  Collar. 

The  four  find  were  ordained  by  the  Founder  of  the  Or¬ 
der  ;  the  two  latter  were  added  by  King  Henry  VIII. 

And  it  was  ordained  by  King  "James  the  Firft,  That 
the  lefter  George ,  which  hitherto  had  been  worn  daily 
before  the  Bread  in  a  Gold  Chain,  fhould,  for  the  Con- 
veniency  of  Riding  or  Adtion,  be  worn  appendant  at  a 
blue  Ribbon,  fpread  over  the  left  Shoulder,  and  brought 
under  the  Right  Arm  ;  as  pradtifed  to  this  Day. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  it  was  further  or-  device, 
dained,  that  the  Sovereign  and  Knights  Companions,  as 
alfo  the  Prelate  and  Chancellor,  fhould  (at  all  Times, 
and  in  all  Places  and  AfTemblies,  when  they  were  not 
adorned  with  their  Robes)  wear  upon  the  Left-fide  of 
their  Coats,  Cloaks,  and  riding  Caffocks,  the  Crofs  of 
the  Order  encompafled  with  the  Garter.  And  to  the  faid 
Crofs  and  Garter,  King  Charles  added  a  Silver  Star  of 
eight  Points. 

The  prefent  Practice  is  to  wear  a  large  blue  Ribbon, 
or  Garter  daily  on  the  Left  Leg  :  and  another  blue  Rib¬ 
bon  over  their  Left-fhoulder  with  St.  George' s  Pidture  at 
the  Bottom  of  it,  enamelled  upon  Gold,  and  fet  with 
Diamonds :  A  Star,  or  as  feme  call  it,  the  Sun  in  its 
Glory  on  their  Coats  or  Cloaks  :  and  at  folemn  Feafts 
and  Occafions,  they  wear  a  Sur-coat,  Mantle,  a  high 
black  velvet  Cap,  and  a  Collar  of  S.  S.  S,  S.  compofed 
of  Rofes  enamelled  red,  within  a  Garter  enamelled  blue, 
with  the  Motto  in  Letters  of  Gold. 

.By  the  Inftitution  of  this  College  at  Windfor ,  we  alfo  {  ^ 

find  a  Foundation  for  the  Maintenance  of  twenty-fix  windfor. 
poor  military  unmarried  Men,  who  had  ferved  their 
King  and  Country  with  their  Swords,  under  the  Cha- 
radier  of  the  poor  Knights  of  Windfor,  whofe  Duty  is  to 
attend  daily  in  the  Chapel  at  Morning  and  Evening 
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Prayers,  to  join  in  Supplications  and  Prayers  to  the  Al¬ 
mighty  Lord  of  Holts,  for  the  Health,  Preservation  and 
Profperity  of  the  Sovereign  and  Companions  of  this  moft 
noble  Order  :  And  they  alfo  have  their  proper  Align¬ 
ments  in  the  Ceremony  of  an  Installation. 

! The  Form  of  an  Installation  of  a  Knight  of  the 
Garter. 

The  Commiffioners  appointed  to  in  frail  the  Knights- 
eledt,  being  robed  in  the  compleat  Habit  of  the  Order, 
meet  in  the  great  Chamber  in  the  Dean  of  Windfurs. 
Lodgings,  where  the  Officers  of  the  Order  attend  in 
their  Habits,  and  the  Knights-elect  come  thither  in  their 
Under-habits,  with  their  Caps  and  Feathers  in  their 
Hands. 

When  there  is  a  Prodlor,  he  conies  in  his  ordinary 
Habit. 

Such  Knights  as  are  not  named  in  the  Commiffion, 
are  not  to  be  conducted  in  their  full  Habits  to  the  Chape], 
preceded  by  the  poor  Knights  and  Prebends  in  their  Ha¬ 
bits,  and  the  Officers  of  Arms  in  their  Coats,  who 
enter  the  Choir  with  the  ufual  Reverences  ;  •  and  when 
fuch  Knights  have  taken  their  refpedtive  Stalls,  the  poor 
Knights  and  Prebends  return  and  attend  in  the  Cloyf- 
ter,  and  the  Officers  of  Arms  in  the  Dean’s  Hall. 

Then  the  Proceffion  begins  in  the  following  Order. 

Poor  Knights,  two  and  two  : 

Prebends,  two  and  two. 

Officers  of  Arms,  two  and  two  : 

The  Eleft, -Knights,  two  and  two,  having  their  Caps 
and  Feathers  in  their  Hands,  the  Juniors  going  fir  ft 3 
and  if  the  Number  be  odd,  the  Junior  paffeth  alone. 

The  Officers  of  the  Order  in  their  Crimfon-fattin 
Mantles,  the  Regifter  having  on  his  Right-hand  Garter 
King  of  Arms,  carrying  the  Sovereign’s  Commiffion 
and  the  Black  Rod  on  his  Left. 

The  Knights  Commiffioners  two  and  two,  covered 
with  their  black  Caps  and  Feathers,  the  Juniors  firft:  3 

And  thus  proceeamg  into  the  North  Ifle  of  the  Cha¬ 
pel,  the  Poor  Knights  make  a  Stand  at  a  diftance  be¬ 
yond  the  Chapter-houfe  Door  3 
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The  Prebends  do  the  feme  nearer  to  the  Chapter- 
houfe  Door. 

The  Officers  of  Arms  next  to  the  Chapter-houfe 
Door. 

The  Knight-eledl  retires  to  a  Chair  placed  for  that 
Purpofe  behind  the  Altar. 

The  Prodtors  (by  a  late  Decree)  are  not  to  go  in  the 
Froceffion,  but  retire  privately  to  their  Chairs  at  the 
Back  of  the  Altar. 

The  three  Officers  of  the  Order  enter  into  the  Chapter- 
houfe  :  after  them  the  Commiffioners,who  feat  themfelves 
at  the  Sides  of  the  Table,  according  to  their  Seniority 
and  Form  of  the  Stalls  in  the  Chapel. 

Garter,  with  Reverence,  prefents  the  Com  million  to 
the  Senior  Commiffioner,  who  gives  it  to  the  Regifter  to 
read,  which  being  done,  he  prefents  the  feme  to  the 
Lords  Commiffioners,  who  re-deliver  the  feme  to  the  Re¬ 
gifter  to  be  entered. 

Then  Garter  is  fent  to  conduft  the  Senior  Knight, 
by  Eledfion,  from  his  Chair  to  the  Chapter-houfe  Door, 
where  he  is  received  by  the  Commiffioners  ;  Garter  then 
proceeding  before  them  to  that  Part  of  the  T able,  where 
the  Enftgns  of  the  Knight-eledf  are  placed. 

Garter  is  then  fent  to  bring  in  all  the  other  Knights- 
eledt,  or  Proxies,  according  to  their  Seniority,  who  are 
all  ftngly  introduced  and  received  in  the  fame  Manner. 

Garter  then  prefents  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  the 
Surcoat  of  the  fenior  Knight-elecI,  who  inveft  him 
therewith,  the  Regifter  reading  the  Admonition. 

Take  this  Robes ,  &c. 

Then  the  Garter  prefents  the  Crimfon  Velvet  Girdle 
to  the  Lords  Commiffioners,  who  buckle  it  on  over  the 
Surcoat. 

Then  4:he  Hanger  and  Sword,  which  they  alfo  gird 
on. 

The  feme  is  repeated  to  all  the  Knights-eledl  in  their 
Order,  but  the  Proxies  are  not  invefted. 

The  Knights-eledf  continue  in  the  Chapter-houfe 
while  the  Proceffion  is  made  to  the  Choir,  and  the  Hatch¬ 
ments  of  the  deceafed  Knights  offered. 

The  poor  Knights  enter  firft,  make  their  Reverences 
altogether  in  the  Middle  of  the  Choir,  firft  to  the  Altar,  choir? 
then  to  the  Sovereign’s  Stall,  and  proceed  up  as  near  as 
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they  can  to  the  Rails  of  the  Altar,  placing  themfelves  be¬ 
low  each  other,  on  each  Side. 

The  Prebtnds  follow  making  the  like  Reverences,  and 
Hand  all  below  the  poor  Knights,  excepting  two,  who 
go  to  the  Altar. 

The  Officers  of  Arms  next  enter,  with  the  fame  Re¬ 
verences,  and  ftand  below  the  Prebends  on  both  Sides. 

The  Officers  of  the  Order  come  next,  in  the  fame 
Manner,  and  ftand  before  their  own  Seat  or  Form. 

The  Commiffioners  enter  together,  if  they  are  Com¬ 
panions,  make  their  Reverences,  and  ftand  under  their 
Banners,  before  their  refpedtive  Stalls  ;  but  if  not  Com¬ 
panions,  the  Junior  enters  firft,  and  the  other  follows. 

Garter  goes  into  the  middle  of  the  Choir,  where  he 
-  makes  his  Reverences,  and  then  repairs  to  the  Place 
where  he  before  had  ordered  the  Hatchments  to  be  laid 
on  a  Stool,  and  takes  up  the  Banner,  which  he  holds  al- 
moft  rolled  up. 

The  Provincial  Kings  then  meet,  make  their  Reve¬ 
rences,  and  pafs  down  into  the  middle  of  the  Choir,  re¬ 
pairing  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners,  who  thereon  join, 
and  receiving  the  Banner  from  Garter,  make  their  Reve¬ 
rences  towards  the  Altar,  and  then  to  the  Sovereign’s 
Stall  ;  and  being  preceded  by  the  two  Kings  of  Arms, 
carry  the  fame,  the  Point  forward  a  little  declining,  to 
the  firft  Step  of  the  Altar,  where  they  make  the  like 
Reverences,  and  from  thence  go  to  the  Rails,  where  they 
make  their  Reverences  only  to  the  Altar,  then  (kneeling) 
deliver  it  to  the  two  Prebends,  who  place  it  upright  at 
the  South  End  of  the  Altar  ;  and  then  the  Lords  Com¬ 
miffioners  havino-  made  the  fame  Reverences  as  they  did 

O  ^ 

in  their  coming  up,  return  to  the  former  Place  under 
their  Banners,  being  waited  on  by  the  faid  Kings  of 
of  Arms,  who  return  to  their  former  Station. 

Then  the  two  eldeft  Heralds  in  like  Manner  meet, 
make  their  Reverences,  repairing  to  the  Lords  Commif¬ 
fioners,  to  whom  Garter  delivers  the  Sword,  the  Pomel 
or  Hilt  upwards,  which  is  in  like  manner  carried  up  and 
offered,  and  the  Commiffioners  then  return  as  before. 

The  two  next  Heralds  then  meet  in  the  like  Manner, 
and  repair  to  the  Lords  Commiffioners,  to  whom  Garter 
delivers  the  Helmet  and  Creft,  which  are  offered  in  the 
fame  manner. 
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The  Hatchments  of  each  deceafed  Knight,  are  to  be 
offered  one  by  one  after  the  other,  in  this  Form  : 

The  Knights  then  ftanding  under  their  refpeftive 
Banners, 

The  poor  Knights  forthwith  join,  make  their  Reve-  Return  t® 
rences,  and  go  out  of  the  Choir  two  and  two.  the  Chap- 

The  Prebends  the  fame.  tei-houfe. 

Then  the  Officers  of  Arms  in  like  Manner. 

The  Officers  of  the  Order  the  like. 

The  Gommiffioners,  if  Companions,  together  with 
the  like  Reverences,  but  if  not  Companions,  the  junior 
firft  goes  out,  and  ftays  outfide  the  Choir  Door,  ’till  the 
other  Commiffioner  hath  done  the  like  ;  and  then  the 
Proceffion  is  through  the  Ifle  towards  the  Chapter-houfe : 
where  the  poor  Knights  make  a  ftand,  and  divide  them- 
felves  on  both  Sides,  at  a  diftance  from  the  Door. 

The  Prebends  divide  in  like  Manner  next  them. 

The  Officers  of  Arms  in  like  Manner  neareft  the 
Door. 

The  Officers  of  the  Order  enter' the  Chapter-houfe, 
before  the  Lords  Commiffioners. 

Then  the  poor  Knights,  Prebends,  and  Officers  of  Return, 
Arms,  having  ranged  themfelves,  the  Proceffion  is  again  an<j  Inftal- 
made  into  the  Choir.  lation. 

The  poor  Knights  oafs  on  into  the  Chapel,  make 
their  Reverences,  and  place  themfelves  on  both  Sides,  as 
before,  near  the  Altar. 

The  Prebends  then  enter  with  the  fame  Reverences, 
and  go  to  their  refpeftive  Seats. 

The  Officers  of  Arms  ftand  next  below  the  poor 
Knights. 

The  Officers  of  the  Order  follow.  Garter  in  the  mid¬ 
dle,  carrying  on  a  Cufhion  the  Mantle,  Hood,  Great 
Collar,  George,  and  Book  of  Statutes,  having  the  Re- 
gifter  on  his  Right  Hand,  carrying  the  New  Teftament, 
and  the  Oath,  fairly  wrote  on  Parchment,  and  the  Black 
Rod  on  his  Left  :  They  enter  with  the  like  Reverences, 
and  proceed  towards  the  Seat  before,  or  below  the  Stall 
of  the  ebft  Knight,  where  Garter  places  the  Cufhion 
with  the  Enfigns  on  the  Delk  ;  and  the  Officers  of  the 
Order  ftand  below  in  the  Choir. 

The  Commiffioners  having  between  them  the  Knight 
cleft,  carrying  his  Cap  in  his  Hand,  enter  making  the 
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like  Reverences  together,  and  then  thefe  go  into  the  Seat 
below,  or  under  the  Knight’s  Stall,  the  fenior  Commif¬ 
fioners  entering  fir  ft. 

If  three  Commiffioners,  the  two  Seniors  conduct  the 
Knight,  and  the  Junior  goes  before  them. 

Then  one  of  the  Officers  of  the  Order  holding  the 
New  Teftament  open,  the  Knight- elect  lays  his  Right 
Hand  thereon,  and  the  Regifrer  having  read  the  Oath  to 
him,  he  kiffes  the  Book. 

About  this  Time,  two  Prebends  are  to  be  conduced 
to  the  Altar  by  the  Verger,  to  officiate. 

The  Commiffioners  and  Knight-eleft  come  out  of 
that  Under-Seat,  and  the  fenior  Knight  enters  the  ap¬ 
pointed  Stall  of  the  Knight-cleft,  who  follows  him, 
and  then  the  other  Commiffioner  enters  alfo. 

Then  the  Regifter  and  Garter  enter  into  the  Under- 
Seat,  the  Black  Rod  continuing  in  his  former  Place, 
where  Garter  prefents  to  the  Commiffioners  the  Mantle, 
who  inveft  the  Knight  therewith  ;  the  Regifter,  during 
that  time,  reading  the  Admonition. 

Receive  this  Robe ,  &c. 

Garter  then  prefents  the  Hood  to  the  Commiffioners, 
who  put  it  over  the  Knight’s  Right  Shoulder,  bringing 
the  Tippets  athwart  his  Breaft,  and  tucking  them  under 
the  Belt. 

Then  Garter  prefents  to  them  the  Great  Collar  and 
George,  which  they  fallen  over  the  Mantle  and  Hood 
upon  the  Knight’s  Shoulders,  whilft  the  Regifter  reads 
the  Admonition. 

Wear  this  Collar ,  &c. 

Garter  then  prefents  the  Statute-book,  which  the 
Commiffioners  deliver  to  the  Knight,  and  the  Commif¬ 
fioners  then  place  the  Cap  and  Feathers  on  his  Head, 
and  feat  him  in  his  Stall  ;  whereon  the  Officers  of  the 
Order  retire  with  the  ufual  Reverences  and  Hand  before 
their  Seats. 

The  Knight  being  thus  inftalled,  rifes  up,  makes  his 
Reverences,  firft  towards  the  Altar,  then  to  the  Sove¬ 
reign’s  Stall  ;  and  then  the  Commiffioners,  embracing 
him,  congratulate  him,  and  defeend. 

The  Commiffioners  being  come  down  into  the  middle 
of  the  Choir,  make  their  Reverences  :  And  if  no  more 
are  to  be  inftalled,  the  junior  Knight  ftands  in  the  Choir 
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before  his  Stall,  ’till  the  Senior  afcends  his  Stall,  when 
the  other  alfo  takes  his  Stall,  and  both  make  their  Reve¬ 
rences,  as  foon  as  they  are  in  them. 

The  Officers  of  the  Order  then  make  their  Reverences, 
and  fit  in  their  Seats. 

The  Officers  of  Arms  in  a  Body,  the  Kings  firft, 
do  the  like,  and  come  down  towards  the  Sovereign’s 
Stall,  placing  themfelves  on  both  Sides. 

Lafly ,  The  poor  Knights  do  the  fame,  and  retire  to¬ 
wards  their  Seats. 

If  any  other  Knight  is  to  be  inflalled,  the  Commif- 
fioners  defccnd  in  the  former  Manner,  and  ftand  under 
their  Banners  ;  and  then  the  poor  Knights  join,  make 
their  Reverences,  and  go  out  two  and  two,  [the  Pre¬ 
bends  continuing  in  their  Seats]  then  the  Officers  of  Arms 
do  the  fame ;  then  the  Officers  of  the  Order,  in  like 
manner;  then  the  Commiffioners  (if  Companions  toge¬ 
ther)  otherwife  the  Junior  firft,  and  go  to  the  Chapter- 
houfe  as  before,  and  from  thence  introduce  the  other 
Knight -eletSb,  and  inftall  him  in  the  former  Manner. 

[  But  in  Cafe  the  fame  be  done  by  Proxy ,  He  enters  bare - 
headed  between  the  Cotnmiffoners ,  and  is  conduced  as  above , 
to  the  Seat  under  the  Stall  of  his  Principal ,  where  the  Re- 
gif  er  gives  him  the  Oath  ;  and  then  he  is  in  the  former  Me¬ 
thod  led  into  the  Stall,  where  the  Commiffioners  put  the  Man¬ 
tle  over  his  left  Shoulder ,  or  Arm ,  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
Crofs ,  embroidered  within  the  Garter ,  may  be  feen ;  ancl 
then  the  Commiffioners  feat  him  in  the  Stall ,  who  forthwith 
rifes  up,  makes  his  Reverences  to  the  Altar,  and  to  the  Sove¬ 
reign  s  Stall ;  and  then  the  Commiffioners  embrace  him ,  and 
congratulate  him  in  the  Name  of  his  Principal ;  and  then  the 
Offcers  of  the  Order ,  and  the  Commiffioners  retire  as  is  above- 
faid,  and  the  Proxy  afterwards  fands  up,  or  leans  on  the 
Cufhiou,  holding  the  Mantle  in  the  Form  abovementionedf 

When  thefe  Words  in  the  Prayers  are  pronounced.  Offering, 
Let  your  Light  fo  fhine ,  Sec. 

The  poor  Knights  forthwith  come  from  their  Seats, 
join,  make  their  Reverences,  and  pafs  up  near  to  the  Al¬ 
tar,  where  they  place  th  mfelves  as  before. 

So  the  Officers  of  Arms,  the  ^urfuivants  firft. 

Garter  then  rifes  from  his  Seat,  repairs  to  the  middle 
of  the  Choir,  there  makes  his  Reverences,  and  coming 
before  the  Stalls  of  the  junior  Knights,  fummons  them. 
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if  they  are  Pairs,  or  Companions,  to  defcend  together^ 
who  having  made  their  Reverences  in  their  Stalls,  come 
down  into  the  Choir,  where  meeting,  they  again  make 
their  Reverences  together,  and  go  under  their  Banners  ; 
and  then  all  the  other  Knights  and  Proxies  are  fummon- 
ed,  who  defcend  in  like  manner  ;  but  if  any  Knight  or 
Prodlor  wants  his  Companion,  he  defcends  {ingle. 

The  Knights  and  Proxies  all  thus  Handing  under  their 
Banners,  Garter  making  his  Reverences,  repairs  to  his 
Seat;  and  the  Provincial  Kings  of  Arms  meet  and  make 
their  Reverences,  and  repair  to  the  fenior  Knight,  or 
Knights,  if  Pairs,  who  go  from  under  their  Banners, 
make  their  Reverences,  and  being  preceded  by  thefe 
Kings  of  Arms,  pafs  up  to  the  firfi  Step  of  the  Altar, 
where  they  again  make  their  ufual  Reverences ;  and 
coming  to  the  Rails,  make  only  Reverence  towards  the 
Altar,  and,  kneeling  down,  offer  Gold  and  Silver  into 
the  Bafon  held  by  two  of  the  Prebends. 

Then  they  make  again  their  Reverences  to  the  Altar 
only,  and  at  their  Return  on  the  loweft  Step  to  the  Al¬ 
tar  and  to  the  Sovereign’s  Stall  ;  and  thence  are  conduc¬ 
ted  into  the  Stalls  of  the  junior  Knights  on  their  re- 
fpedtive  Side,  where,  being  afcended,  they  again  make 
their  Reverences,  and  then  pafs  on  through  the  Stalls 
to  their  own,  where  they  do  the  fame,  and  then  fit 
down. 

The  two  eldefl  Heralds  then  go  down  in  the  like 
manner,  and  condudl  the  next  Knight  or  Knights  who 
offer,  and  return  to  their  Stalls  in  like  manner  ;  and  the 
fame  is  repeated  ’till  all  the  Knights  have  offered  :  This 
Rule  being  conftantly  to  be  obferved,  That  if  any 
Knight  hath  not  his  Companion,  he  offers  fingly  by 
himfelf. 

After  the  Offering,  the  Officers  of  Arms  make  their 
Reverences  in  a  Body,  and  {band  in  their  former  Places 
near  the  Sovereign’s  Stall. 

The  poor  Knights  retire  to  their  Seats. 

The  Prebends  at  the  Altar  continue  on  the  Prayers, 
which  being  ended,  they  are  are  conducted  by  the  Verger 
to  their  Seats,  having  made  their  Reverences.. 

The  Officers  of  the  Order  then  move  from  their  Seats, 
make  their  Reverences  Handing  before  it. 
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Garter  leaves  them,  and  going  into  the  middle  of  the 
Choir,  makes  his  Obeifances,  goes  up  to  the  Stalls  of 
the  junior  Knights,  if  Companions,  fummoning  them 
to  defcend  ;  who,  having  made  their  Reverences,  come 
down,  and  meeting  below,  make  their  Reverences  toge¬ 
ther,  and  then  retire  under  their  Banners. 

The  fame  is  repeated  to,  and  by  all  the  Knights  and 
Proxies  :  But  fo  as  Companions  defcend  together,  tho’ 
otherwife,  fingle. 

All  the  Knights  and  Proxies  being  thus  under  their  Procaifion 
Banners,  the  poor  Knights  join,  go  down,  and  make  tlle  Cai 
their  Reverences  in  the  middle  of  the  Choir,  and  go  out 
of  the  fame. 

Then  the  Prebends  do  the  like. 

The  Officers  of  Arms  the  fame. 

Then  the  Officers  of  the  Order  the  like. 

Then  the  junior  Knights  go  firft  in  the  like  manner, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Knights  in  their  Order,  either  fingle, 
or  with  their  Companions. 

[It  is  to  be  obferved ,  that  the  Proxy  goes  in  the  Place  of  the 
Principal ,  carrying  the  Mantle  in  the  manner  abovementioned , 
but  at  the  Door  of  the  Chapter ,  the  Sexton  receives  the  Mantle 
from  him ,  and  he  goes  no  farther  in  the  Procejfon. 

Thefe  Proceffions  have  been  to  different  Places,  and 
in  different  Ways  and  Forms,  according  to  the  Weather, 
and  the  Place  where  the  Dinner  is  to  be.] 

It  hath  of  late  been  through  the  middle  Ifle  down  to 
the  Weft  Gate  of  the  Chapel,  and  fo  up  through  the 
South  Ifle,  and  out  of  the  South  Door,  and  then  on  to 
the  upper  Caftle,  between  the  Caftle  Wall  and  the  Keep, 
and  fo  into  the  Lodgings,  the  Drums  and  Trumpets  go¬ 
ing  before  ;  in  which  the  Officers  of  the  Order,  after 
they  come  out  of  the  Church,  are  to  be  covered,  as  at 
other  Times,  when  neither  the  Sovereign,  or  his  Lieute¬ 
nant,  reprefenting  his  Perfon,  are  prefent ;  in  which 
Cafes  they  proceed  in  another  Place. 

The  Drums  and  Trumpets  ftay  at  the  Foot  c  f  the 
Stairs  going  up  to  the  Guard  Chamber,  but  the  poor 
Knights  go  into  that  Chamber,  and  there  ftand  eff  on 
both  Sides  for  the  Proceffion  to  pafs  between  them ;  the 
Prebends  do  the  like  :  The  Officers  of  Arms  go  into  the 
Prefence-Chamber,  and  there  place  themfelves  in  the 
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like  manner,  the  Purfuivants  next  the  Doer.  In  which 
Place  the  Officers  of  the  Order  are  uncovered. 

If  the  Knights  dine  in  their  Robes  or  Surcoats,  Gar¬ 
ter,  with  the  Officers  of  Arms  following  him,  at  the 
fecond  Courfe,  proceeds  from  the  lower  End  of  the 
Room,  to  the  Place  where  the  then  inftalled  Knight 
fits,  who  Hands  up  uncovered,  when  Garter  pronounces 
Largeffe,  and  then  proclaims  the  Knight’s  Style,  either  in 
French  or  Englijh ,  and  then  all  the  Officers  of  Arms  cry 
Largejfe ,  and  making  their  Obeifances,  retire. 

Kin?  Richard  the  Second  did  alfo  inftitute  an  Order  of 

O 

Knighthood,  by  the  Name  and  Stile  of  Knights  »f  the 
Bath.  Their  firft  limited  Number  were  no  more  than 
four ,  with  this  Motto,  Tres  in  uno ,  or,  Three  in  one ,  figni- 
fying,  as  it  has  been  interpreted,  the  three  theological 
Virtues,  Faiths  Hope ,  and  Charity:  But  it  may  with 
more  probability  and  hiftorical  Application  be  fuppofed 
to  mean  that  the  three  Knights  fliould  always  be  obedi¬ 
ent  and  a£t  according  to  the  Will  of  their  Sovereign  j 
who  is  therein  intended  by  uno  or  one.  And  thefe 
Knights,  in  token  of  their  Purity  from  all  Crime  of 
Treachery  and  Treafon,  which,  in  that  Reign,  was 
praftifed  againft  the  King,  'till  he  was  dethroned,  im- 
prifoned  and  murdered,  they  bathed  themfelves  before 
their  Admiffion  into  the  Companionfhip.  After  which 
Ceremony,  they  were  clothed  with  a  Golden  Spur  ;  took 
an  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  their  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and 
were  diftinguifhed  by  a  broad  red  Ribbon  from  the  Right 
Shoulder  to  the  Left-fide,  Belt-wife,  and  a  Silver  Star 
upon  their  Coat-Breaft.  King  Henry  IV.  his  SuccelTor, 
though  he  depofed  Richard ,  and  robbed  him  of  his  Crown 
and  Life,  took  up  this  new  military  Inflitution,  with 
this  Alteration,  that,  inilead  of  faiay  he  increafed  the 
Number  to  forty-fix. 

However  we  find  no  mention  of  this  Companionfhip 
for  many  Reigns  :  fo  that  it  was  totally  negledfed  and 
extindl,  till  revived  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Century  by 
King  George  I.  who,  by  a  natural  and  pertinent  Tranfi- 
tion  of  the  Motto  to  Tria  junfla  in  uno ,  made  it  a  Device 
to  convey  to  Pofterity  his  Right  unto,  and  Sovereignty 
over  the  three  Kingdoms  of  England »  Scotland ,  and  Ire¬ 
land. 

In 
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In  this  Revival  of  the  military  Order  of  the  Knights  ofCyssmo- 
the  ‘Rath ,  many  Ceremonies,  &c.  were  added  agreeable mes' 
to  the  Cuftoms  of  the  prefent  Age  :  So  that  at  prefent 
the  Knights  are  robed,  when  in  full  Drefs,  after  this 
Manner.  They  wear  a  Sur-coat  of  red,  lined  and  egded 
with  white,  girded  about  with  a  white  Girdle,  and  their 
Mantles  are  of  thfe  fame  Colour,  and  lined  with  white, 
made  fail  about  the  Neck  with  a  white  Silk  Lace ;  in 
which  are  tied  a  Pair  of  white  Gloves,  with  Taffels  of 
Silk  and  Gold  at  the  End,  and  on  the  Left  Shoulder  of 
the  Mantle  is  the  Enfign  of  the  Order,  being  three  Im-  . 
p erial  Crowns,  furrounded  by  the  Motto  Tria  juntla  in 
uno ,  wrought  upon  a  Circle  of  Gules ,  with  a  Glory  of 
Rays,  called  a  Star,  iffuing  from  the  Center,  and  under 
it  is  the  Lace  of  white  Silk,  hitherto  worn  by  the 
Knights  of  the  Bath.  On  their  Head  they  wear  a  white 
Hat,  adorned  with  a  Plume  of  white  Feathers,  a  Sword 
by  tfteir  Side,  and  a  broad  red  Ribbon,  Belt-wife. 

This  Order  confifts  of  a  Great  Matter,  who  is  the  So-  Officers, 
vereign  ;  a  Dean,  who  is  the  Bifhop  of  JRocheJler ,  a  Re-  ^c* 
gifter,  a  Secretary,  Gentleman  Ufher,  Genealogift, 

Garter  King  at  Arms,  and  Bath  King  of  Arms,  and 
other  inferior  Officers  and  Knights  without  certain  Num¬ 
ber.  And  the  Place  of  Inauguration  is  in  Henry  VII’s 
Chapel  in  Wejlminjler- Abbey. 

When  the  Dean  delivers  the  Sword  to  a  Knight,  he  Inaugura- 
gives  the  following  Admonition,  “  I  exhort  and  ad-  t*on* 

“  rnonifh  you  to  ufe  your  Sword  to  the  Glory  of  God, 

“  the  Defence  of  the  Gofpel,  the  Maintenance  of  your 
“  Sovereign’s  Right  and  Honour,  and  of  all  Equity  and 
“  Juftice,  to  the  utmoft  of  your  Power.”  And  at  the 
Out-fide  of  the  Weft  Door  of  the  Abbey,  as  the  Pro- 
ceffion  returns  from  Chapel,  the  Sovereign’s  Mafter- 
Cook,  having  on  a  Linen  Apron,  fays  to  each  of  the 
new  inftalled  Knights  feverally,  “  Sir,  you  know  what 
“  great  Oath  you  have  taken  :  which  if  you  keep,  it 
“  will  be  great  Honour  to  you  :  But  if  you  break  it,  I 
“  fhall  be  compelled,  by  my  Office,  to  rack  off  your 
“  Spurs  from  your  Heels.”  The  prefent  Intention  of  j  j. 
this  Order’  is  to  celebrate  the  Coronation  of  our  Kings,  intenti.n. 
or  the  Inauguration  of  a  Prince  of  Wales ,  or  of  a  Duke 
of  York ,  with  greater  Magnificence  of  the  Bath ,  and  to 
diftinguifh  fuch  on  thofe  lolemn  Occafions,  as  have  de- 

P  2  ferved 


212 


THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 

Served  well  of  their  King  and  Country,  as  well  Gen¬ 
try,  as  Nobles. 

Knights  Banneret  is  an  ancient  Order  of  Knighthood,  and  was 
Banneret.  orjgjnaUy  a  Title  affirmed  by  feudal  Lords,  who  poffef- 
fmg  feverai  large  Fees,  led  their  Vaffals  to  battle  under 
their  own  Flag,  when  fummoned  thereto  by  the  King. 
But,  as  thofe  feudal  Lords  became  extinft,  this  Knight¬ 
hood  became  a  military  Reward,  for  heroic  Atchieve- 
ments  of  the  Gentry,  on  the  Field  of  Battle,  which  is 
the  Place  of  Creation,  or  Inauguration,  performed  after 
this  Manner.  On  the  Day  of  Battle,  the  Candidate  pre- 
fents  a  Flag  to  the  King  or  General,  who,  cutting  off 
the  Train  or  Skirt  thereof,  and  making  it  fquare,  returns 
it  again,  which  is  the  proper  Banner  of  Bannerets.  This 
intitles  him  to  be  honoured  with  Sir :  but  neither  that 
Honour,  nor  either  of  the  two  foregoing  Knighthoods  do 
defcend  to  Pofterity. 

Knights  The  Order  of  Knights  Baronets  was  inftituted  by 
Baronets.  King  "fames  I.  on  the  22d  of  May,  1611.  under  a  Pre¬ 
tence  to  raife  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  for  propagating  a 
Plantation  in  the  Province  of  Ulfler  in  Ireland.  The  Con¬ 
dition  was /or  each  Knight  to  maintain  thirty  Foot  Sol¬ 
diers,  for  three  Years,  at  the  Rate  of  eight-pence  a  Day ; 
the  Wages  for  the  firft  Year  to  be  paid,  at  a  Lump,  in¬ 
to  the  Exchequer,  upon  palling  their  Patents  ;  which, 
with  the  Fees  of  Honour,  amounted  to  near  1200I.  a 
Man,  in  all  200,  and  raifed  240,000k 
An  inferior  The  Bait  was  a  Pretence  to  create  a  lower  or  inferior 
Nobility.  Nobility,  with  an  Honour  of  Title  to  pafs  by  Defcent 
to  Male  Heirs ;  the  Knight  to  be  dignified  with  Sir,  a 
Baronet,  and  his  Wife  with  the  Title  of  Lady.  And 
this  is  the  only  patent  Honour  that  paffes  by  Defcent, 
amongft  the  Commons  of  this  Kingdom  ;  which  was,  at 
firft,  limited  to  the  Number  two  hundred-,  but  is  not  at 
this  Time  under  any  Limitation,  and  to  be  acquired  by 
any  one  with  a  fuflicient  Court  Intereft,  paying  the  accuf- 
tomed  Fees.  Though,  according  to  the  Inftitution,  all 
who  are  of  this  Order,  ought  to  be  Men  of  good  Repu¬ 
tation,  to  be  defcended  (at  leaft)  of  a  Grand-father,  by 
the  Father’s  Side,  who  bore  Arms,  and  to  have  a  certain 
yearly  Revenue  of  ioool.  Conditions,  which  had  they 
from  the  Beginning  been  ftridfly  adhered  to,  and  Care 
had  been  originally  taken  to  annex  the  jcool.  Revenue 
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to  the  Title,  we  ftiould  not  have  feen  fo  many  Knight¬ 
hoods  purchafed  with  the  Wages  of  Iniquity,  nor  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Baronets,  at  this  Day,  whofe  Anceftors  have  left  them 
nothing  to  enjoy,  but  an  empty  Title,  which  they  are 
afhamed  to  affume  in  their  reduced  State  of  Life, 

In  all  Writs  and  Commiffions,  &c.  they  are  ftiled  Preceden- 
Baronets,  and  by  a  peculiar  Claufe  in  their  Patents,  the  ' 

Title  of  Sir,  is  to  preceed  their  ChriJUan  Name  in  all 
mentionings  thereof,  though  they  be  not  dubbed  Knights : 

And  their  Wives  have  the  Title  of  Lady  and  Madam, 
and  take  Place  according  to  the  Precedency  of  their  Huf- 
feands,  who  rank  according  to  the  Priority  of  the  Date 
of  their  refpecftive  Patents,  among  themfelves;  and  their 
Place  on  all  public  and  folemn  Occafions,  is  next  under 
a  Baron  of  Parliament,  except  Knights  of  the  Garter, 
Bannerets,  and  Knights  who  are  Privy  Councellors. 

As  thefe  Knights  are  not  in  Companionfhip,  there  is  Arras, 
no  Ceremonial  fettled  for  their  Creation  ;  which  is  al¬ 
ways  done  by  Patent.  And  their  diftinguifhing  Badge  is 
the  Arms  of  Ulfler,  that  is,  Argent  _a  Sinifter  Hand 
coup’d  at  the  Wrift,  which  they  may  bear  in  a  Cantor  or 
an  Efcutcheon,  as  they  chufe. 

They  are  allowed  fome  particular  Solemnities  for  their 
Funerals,  and  to  be  buried  with  the  feveral  Tokens  of 
Chivalry,  fuch  as  Spurs,  Sword,  Gauntlet,  &c.  And 
in  point  of  Precedency,  the  eldeft  Son,  and  his  Wife, 
and  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  a  Baronet,  are  to  take  Place 
of  the  eldeft  Son  and  his  Wife,  and  the  eldeft  Daughter 
of  all  Knights,  of  what  Degree  or  Order  lbever,  and  the 
fame  to  be  obferved  in  regard  to  their  youngeft  Sons  and 
Daughters. 

The  loweft  Degree  of  Knighthood  is  that  commonly  Knights 
called  the  Knight  Batchelor,  and  fo  diftinguifhed  by  King  Batchelor. 
Henry  III.  in  the  Year  1240,  the  Ceremony  of  whole 
Creation  is  not  fo  much  as  a  Patent ;  but  only  a  kneel¬ 
ing  down  before  the  Sovereign,  who,  with  a  drawn 
Sword,  lightly  touches  him,  fo  prefented,  on  the  Right 
Shoulder,  and  pronounces,  Sis  Eqties  in  Nomine  Dei,  i.  e. 

Be  thou  a  Knight  in  the  Name  of  God,  he  adds.  Rife,  Sir,  a 
Knight.  It  is  well  this  Honour  does  not  defcend  to  Pof- 
terity  :  And  it  is  pity  that  the  Courtefy  of  England  in¬ 
dulges  their  Wives  with  the  Title  of  Lady,  unlefs  more 
circumfpefiicn  were  taken  to  prevent  Majefty  being  im- 
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pofed  upon  by  improper  Objects  ;  many  of  whom,  fyave 
been  not  only  illiterate,  but  mean  Mechanicks.  Yet 
thefe  Knights  are  indulged  with  feveral  funeral  Rites, 
and  their  eldeft  Sons  are  Efquires  by  Birth. 

T'he  Civil  Law  allows,  or  knows  of,  no  Dignity  be¬ 
neath  the  Degree  of  a  Knight ,  (all  the  R.eft  going  under 
the  Name  of  People)  yet  there  are  thofe,  who  have  Names 
of  Preheminence  above  the  meaner  Sort,  and  with  us  are 
called  Efquires. 

The  Efquire ,  or  Scuyer ,  or  the  Latin  Armiger,  takes 
his  Name  originally  from  the  Office  of  bearing  a  Shield, 
as  an  Attendant  upon  a  Knight,  of  which  there  are  feve¬ 
ral  Sorts. 

There  is  a  ’Squire  created  by  Patent;  by  which  it  be¬ 
comes  a  Title  of  Honour  defcending  to  the  eldeft  Sop. 
The  firft  Creation  of  this  Sort  was  in  the  Perfon  of 
John  de  King Ji  on,  who  was  fo  made  by  King  Richard  IT. 
and  invefted  with  a  Silver  Collar  of  Efjes ,  and  all  that 
are  thus  made,  are  named  from  their  Place  of  Refidence, 
as  John  Hawk f worth,  of  Ribhle,  in  the  County  of  York , 
Efq; 

The  fecond  Sort  are  thofe  who  are  of  the  Body  to  the 
King.  They  alfo  have  their  Tide  by  Creation.  At 
which  Time  they  are  invefted  with  a  Collar  of  EJfes,  a 
Pair  of  Silver  Spurs,  Eke.  1  heir  peculiar  Duty  is  to  at¬ 
tend  the  King’s  Perfon  :  which  intitles  them  to  take 
Place  of  the  eldeft  Sons  of  Knights,  and  of  the  Mafter 
of  the  Jewel  Office,  and  of  all  the  Judges  and  Ser¬ 
jeants  of  the  Law.  But  their  Honour  does  not  defeend 
to  their  Heirs. 

The  third  Sort  are  the  eldeft  Sons  ofVifcounts,  and 
Barons,  and  the  youngeft  Sons  of  all  Noblemen,  the  Sons 
of  Baronets,  and  the  eldeft  Sons  of  Knights  Batchelors. 
All  thefe  are  Efquires  by  Birth. 

The  fourth  Sort  includes  all  thofe  who  enjoy  a  fupe- 
rior  public  Office  in  the  Commonwealth,  as  Serjeants  at 
Law  ;  the  Officers  of  the  King’s  Courts,  and  of  his 
Houfhold,  Sheriffs  of  Counties,  Juftices  of  the  Peace. 
But  this  Honour  defeends  not  to  their  Sons,  neither  does 
it  continue  always  during  their  own  Lives  (except  the 
Sheriff)  for,  if  they,  who  are  Efquires  by  Office  only, 
loofe  their  Office,  they  loofe  their  Title  alfo. 
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There  is  a  fifth  Sort  who  are  called  Efquires  by  Rqju-Fitth. 
tation.  Such  as  Counfellors  at  Law,  Commiffioners  of 
the  Land-rTast,  and  fuch  as  common  Voice  dub  with 
the  Name  of  Efquire,  on  account  of  their  fuperior  For¬ 
tune,  or  Eftate,  Which  always  continues  with  their 
Pofterity  fo  long  as  they  maintain  the  Poft,  and  keep 
the  Eftate  of  their  Anceftors. 

Gentlemen  is  the  next  Rank  of  the  People  below  the  Gentle- 
Efquire.  Under  this  Diftindtion  are  comprifed  all  above  men. 
Yeomen  and  Artificers  :  And  this  Denomination  fignifies 
a  Man  well  born  :  and,  therefore,  none  were  admitted  to 
this  Diftindtion  formerly,  but  fuch  as  were  born  of  gen~ 
teel  Parents,  or  had  deferved,  by  Merit  in  Peace  or  War, 
to  bear  Arms. 

The  Addrefs  to  a  Gentleman  is  Mr.  and  he  is  allowed 
to  write  himfelf  Gentleman  ;  and  he  is  fo  ftiled  in  all  Com- 
miffions,  Deeds,  Writs,  &c.  But  in  thefe  latter  Times 
he  is  generally  a  Gentleman,  who  is  fo  reputed  ;  for, 
whoever  ftudies  or  practices  the  Law,  has  had  univerfity 
Education,  profefies  the  liberal  Sciences,  can  live  with¬ 
out  manual  Labour,  or  interfering  in  any  mechanical 
Employment,  or  ferves  his  Majefty  in  theRevenue,  or  in  the 
Army  is  called  Mr.  and  may  write  himfelf  Gentleman. 

A  Gentleman  born,  does  not  loofe  his  Gentility  by 
being  bound  Apprentice  to  a  Merchant,  or  other  Trade  ; 
neither  can  he  be  compelled  to  ferve  in  Hufbandry  by 
the  5th  Eliz. 

Yeomen ,  the  firft  and  fuperior  DLftinclion  of  the  Pie-  yeoman 
beians  beneath  the  Rank  of  Gentleman,  includes  all  ry. 
Freeholders,  or  thofe  who  poftefs  Lands  of  Inheritance 
of  forty  Shillings  a  Year  and  upwards.  Their  Appella¬ 
tion  is  of  Saxon  Derivation,  Zemen ,  which  fignifies  Com¬ 
mon  ;  who,  in  ancient  Time,  had,  of  their  own,  the 
yearly  Value  of  five  Nobles  (being  a  Carn  or  Plough¬ 
land)  and  of  thofe  Men,  who  were  famous  for  Archery 
and  manly  Prowefs,  were  compofed  the  Infantry,  which 
fo  often  beat  the  French ,  and  repulfed  the  Scots.-  And  our 
Forefathers  in  the  Legiflation,  conceived  fo  great  an 
Opinion  of  their  Wifdom  and  integrity.  That  they  en- 
trufted  them  with  the  grand  Privileges  of  chufing  Knights 
of  the  Shire  in  their  refpedtive  Counties,  and  to  ferve  on 
Juries,  to  determine  on  the  Property,  Liberty  and  Life 
of  their  Fellow-Subjedls,  And  they  are  exempt  from  be- 
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ing  impreffed  to  ferve  as  Soldiers  or  Sailors  in  the  Wars 
by  Sea  and  Land. 

Under  this  Diftindtion  of  the  People,  we  may  properly 
reduce  Hujbandmen ,  or  Farmer r,  and  Graziers.  The  Huf- 
bandman  or  Farmer  occupies  Land,  either  in  his  own 
Right,  or  by  Leafe  for  Life,  or  Years,  and  cultivates  the 
fame,  with  Hay,  Corn,  Gfc.  for  the  Ufe  of  Man  and 
Beaft.  The  Grazier  alfo  occupies  Land  ;  but  confines 
his  Hufbandry,  and  the  produce  of  his  Land,  to  the 
raifing  and  preparing  all  Sorts  of  Beafts,  and  Cattle  for 
the  Ufe  of  Man.  In  both  which  ClalTes  of  Plebeians  we 
have  Men  of  as  much  Property,  as  moil  of  the  Gentry , 
and  who  live  in  as  elegant  a  Manner  ;  content  with  the 
honefl:  Name  of  the  Golden  Farmers  of  fuch  a  Place. 

Next  to  the  Landed- Inter ejl  wre  are  to  infpedl  the  mo¬ 
ney  d  Men.  T’hefe  are  our  Merchants.  In  whom  we  have 
another  Rank  of  Men,  that  live  like  Princes,  and  whofe 
Abilities  and  Adventures  are  the  chief  Support  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  in  every  State  and  Condition.  Eftates  got  by  Mer¬ 
chandize,  have,  perhaps,  been  far  more  numerous,  than 
thofe  got  by  any  other  way  whatever  j  and  become  the 
Bafis  of  many  noble  and  of  our  ancient  noble  Families. 

The  Community,  where  they  are  eftablifhed,  always 
fiourifhes  moil  :  and  their  grateful  Attachment  to  the 
Government,  under  which  they  are  protected  and  en¬ 
couraged,  has  often  been  the  Saving  and  Redeeming  of 
a  Nation.  Many  are  the  Inftances,  both  in  our  own 
and  foreign  Countries,  to  prove  this  AlTertion.  But 
we  need  refer  no  further  than  to  the  eminent  Services 
done  by  the  Merchants  to  the  Britijh  Empire ;  who  by 
their  Support  of  public  Credit ,  in  the  Year  1745,  de¬ 
feated  every  Engine,  then  at  work  by  our  Enemies,  and 
falfe  Friends  to  dethrone  the  Houfe  of 'Hanover,  and  to 
impofe  upon  this  Nation  a  PopiJJr  Prince  ;  and  to  in¬ 
troduce  Popery  and  arbitrary  Power. 

Merchants  are  in  a  great  Meafure  the  daily  and  per¬ 
petual  Support  of  all  trading  Countries.  For,  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  Nations,  thofe,  which 
by  their  Situation  are  obliged  to  fubfift  chiefly  by  them- 
felves,  and  without  any  Intercourfe  of  Commerce  with 
others,  can  never  be  able  to  maintain  fo  great  a  Share 
of  Power,  as  others,  which  carry  on  an  extenfive  foreign 
Traffic.  Pomeftic  Trade,  which  only  Ihifts  Property 
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from  Hand  to  Hand,  cannot  increafe  the  Riches  and 
Power  of  a  Nation  :  whereas,  foreign  Trade,  well  re¬ 
gulated,  bringing  in  a  conftant  Balance  ofTreafurein 
Favour  of  a  Country,  will  proportionably  augment  its 
Weight  of  Intereft,  and  at  length  give  it  the  Balance  of 
Power. 

Therefore,  as  Great  Britain  is  fituate  among-  Nations, 
earneftly  intent  -  upon  cultivating  Commerce  and  Navi¬ 
gation,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Skill  and  Power  ;  fhe 
m.uft  foon  become  a  Prey  to  thofe  neigbouring  Rivals, 
was  fire  deftitute  of  a  Race  of  ingenious  and  well  ac- 
complifhed  Merchants.  For,  as  thefe  are  the  only 
Source  of  her  maritime  Strength,  Great  Britain  could 
not  long  continue,  but  by  the  means  of  her  Merchants, 
that  happy  independent  Empire,  fhe  is  at  prefent  under 
a  wife  and  upright  Adminiftration.  “  It  is  foreign 
££  Trade  (fays  Molloy*)  that  is  the  main  fheet  An- 
“  chor  of  us  Klanders  :  without  which  the  Genius  of 
££  all  our  ufeful  Studies  (and  the  which  renders  Men 
“  famous  and  renowned)  would  make  them  ufelefs  and 
“  infignificant  to  the  Public.  When  Man  has  fathomed 
££  the  Bottom  of  all  Knowledge,  what  is  it,  if  not  re- 
££  duced.  to  Practice,  other  than  empty  Notion  ?  f  If 
££  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  were  learned  in  all  the 
££  Languages  between  the  rifing  and  fetting  of  the  Sun, 
££  did  know  and  underftand  the  Situation  of  all  Places, 
“  Ports  and  Countries,  and  the  Nature  of  all  Merchan- 
££  dize  and  Commodities,  were  acquainted  with  the 
££  Order  and  Motion  of  all  the  Stars,  knew  how  to 
C£  take  the  Latitude  and  Longitude,  and  were  perfedf- 
£C  ly  read  in  the  Art  of  Navigation,  this  Knowledge 
££  would  avail  them  nothing,  except  reduced  by  them 
££  to  Practice  in  a  foreign  Trade.  We  fhould  have  no 
“  Ships  to  navigate  to  thofe  Countries,  nor  occafion  to 

*  De  Jure  maridmo  &  navali. 

f  Every  Step  that  is  made  in  the  Progrefs  of  Knowledge, 
whether  it  proceed  from  Reading,  Cbfervation  or  Experience, 
ought  to  be  applied  to  the  Affairs  and  Tranfactions  of  Life : 
for  this,  in  Truth,  is  the  only  Ufe  of  all  Kinds  of  Study: 
which  without  it  becomes  not  only  ufelefs,  but  a  trouble- 
fome  Sort  of  Pedantry,  more  calculated  to  interrupt  and  con¬ 
found,  than  to  ferve  and  promote  a  true  Genius.  See  Effay 
on  the  Education  of  a  Nobleman,  printed  i  736. 
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44  make  Ufe  of  thofe  Languages,  nor  to  ufe  thofe  Com- 
44  modifies.  W  hat  would  this  Ifland  be,  but  a  Place  of 
44  Confinement  to  the  Inhabitants,  who,  without  it,  could 
44  be  but  a  kind  of  Hermits,  as  being  feparated  from  the 
44  Reft  of  the  World.  It  is  foreign  Trade,  that  ren- 
44  ders  us  rich ,  honourable  and  great ;  that  gives  us  a 
44  Name  and  Efteem  in  the  World  ;  that  makes  us 
44  Mafters  of  the  Treafures  of  other  Nations  and  Coun- 
44  tries,  and  begets  and  maintains  our  Ships  and  Seamen, 
44  the  W  alls  and  Bulwarks  of  our  Country.  And  were 
44  it  not  for  foreign  Trade,  what  would  become  of  the 
44  Revenue  for  Cuftoms  ?  And  what  would  the  Rents 
44  of  our  Lands  be  ?  The  Cuftoms  would  totally  fail  ; 
44  and  our  Gentlemens’  Rents  of  Thoufands  per  Annum , 
44  would  dwindle  into  Hundreds.”  Which  is  confonant 
to  the  Obfervation  made  by  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon , 
who  fays,  That  Merchants  and  Traders,  are  in  a  State, 
what  the  blood  is  to  the  Body  :  confequently  we  have  Rea- 
fon  to  affirm.  That  the  Abilities  and  Ingenuity  of  Mer¬ 
chants  in  the  Community  is  of  the  laft  Importance  to  the 
whole  Britijh  Empire. 

The  Premifles  alfo  conveys  a  natural  Idea  of  Dignity, 
which  is  infeparably  annexed  to  the  Character  of  the 
Merchant ;  he  being  a  principal  Party  in  the  Security 
and  Prefervation  of  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  in  its  con- 
ftant  Support  :  And  if  we  attend  to  Bifhop  Sprat's  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Royal  Society,  we  are  there  told,  44  That 
44  Traffic  and  Commerce  have  given  Mankind  a  higher 
44  Degree  than  any  Title  of  Nobility,  even  that  of  Civility 
“  and  Humanity  itfelf.”  Therefore  it  is  no  wonder  to 
fee  fo  many  young  Branches  of  the  Nobility  incorpora¬ 
ting  themfelves  continually  with  the  Body  of  Merchants, 
in  every  Trade  and  Factory. 

Under  Merchants  we  are  to  rank  Manufacturers  or 
Artificers  in  every  Branch,  and  Mariners;  with  all 
Tradefmen  concerned  in  Ship-building  and  Ship-ftores. 

Artificers.  The  Statutes  made  by  Parliament  for  the  efreilual 
punilhing  of  Perfons  convicted  of  fcducing  Artificers 
out  of  this  Kingdom,  explain  the  public  Utility  of  this 
Branch  of  the  People,  it  being  made  Law,  44  That  if  at 
“  any  Time  after  the  24th  of  June,  1750,  any  Perfon 
44  or  Perfons  fhall  contrail  with,  entice,  perfuade,  or 
44  endeavour  to  perfuade,  follicit,  or  feduce  any  Manu- 

“  failure* 
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c<  fa&urer  or  Artificer  of  or  in  Wool,  Mohair,  Cot- 
“  ton  or  Silk,  or  any  of  the  faid  Materials  mixed  one 
“  with  another,  or  of,  or  in  Iron,  Steel,  Brafs,  or  any 
“  other  Metal,  or  any  Clock-maker,  Watch-maker,  or 
<£  any  other  Manufacturer,  Workman  or  Artificer,  of 
<c  or  in  any  other  of  the  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain 
“  or  Ireland ,  of  what  Nature  or  Kind  foever,  to  go  out 
“  of  this  Kingdom,  or  out  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland 
“  into  any  foreign  Country,  not  within  the  Dominions 
“  °*»  or  belonging  to,  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ,  and 

fhall  be  lawfully  convi&ed  thereof,  &c.  The  Perfon 
<c  or  Perfons  fo  convifted  fhall,  for  every  Artificer, 
t(  Workman  or  Manufacturer,  fo  by  him,  her,  or  them 
e‘  refpectively  contracted  with,  enticed,  perfuaded,  fol- 
“  licited,  or  feduced,  feverally  forfeit  the  Sum  of  five  hun- 
“  dred  Pounds,  and  fhall  fuffer  Imprifonment  for  twelve 
<c  Calendar  Months  without  bail  or  Main  Prize ;  and  until 
“  fuch  Forfeiture  fhall  be  paid.” 

Thefe  Manufacturers  or  Artificers  are  divided  into 
Mailers,  Journeymen,  Apprentices  and  Servants,  in 
their  feveral  Callings,  and  Employments. 

To  go  through  the  feveral  Clafles  of  Tradefmen  does 
not  enter  into  the  Plan  of  this  Work.  It  will’ be  fuf- 
ficient  to  inform  the  Reader,  That  the  Tradefmen  and 
Labourers  make  up  the  Grofs  of  the  People.  And  re¬ 
ferring  the  State  of  the  Soldiery  to  another  Place,  let  us 
clofe  this  Head  with  an  Alphabetical  Lift  of  thofe 
Trades ,  and  Callings ,  which  are  now  followed  within  this 
Realm. 


Apothecaries, 

Bodice-makers, 

Appraifers, 

Book-binders, 

Armourers, 

Book-fellers, 

Attorneys, 

Bowyers, 

Back-makers, 

Box-makers, 

Bakers, 

Brafiers 

Barbers, 

Breeches-makers. 

Bafket-makers, 

Brewers, 

Bellows  Makers, 

Brick-layers, 

Bird-cage-makers, 

Brick-makers, 

Black-fmiths, 

Broiderers, 

Block-makers, 

Brokers, 

Blue-makers, 

Broom-makers, 

Boat-builders, 

Brufh-makers, 

Eu,ckle- 
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Buckle-makers, 

Buckram-ftiffners, 

Butchers, 

Button-mould-makers, 

Button -makers. 

Button-fellers, 

Cabinet-makers, 

Calenders, 

Cap-makers, 

Card-makers, 

Carmen, 

Carpenters, 

Carvers, 

Chain-makers, 

Chair-makers, 

Chandlers, 

Cheefe-mongers, 

Chemifts, 

Chimney-fweepers, 

China-men, 

Chocolate-makers, 

Clock-makers, 

Cloth-workers, 

Coach-makers, 

Coal-crimps, 

Coffee-men, 

Coffin-makers, 

Collar-makers, 

Colour-men, 

Comb-makers, 

Confectioners, 

Cooks, 

Coopers, 

Copper-fmiths, 

Cord-wainers, 

Curriers, 

Cutlers, 

Diftillers, 

Drapers, 

Druggifts, 

Dyers, 

Enamellers, 

Engine-makers, 


Engravers, 

F  aCiors, 

Fan-makers, 

Farriers, 

Fell-mongers, 

Felt-makers, 

Fine-drawers, 
h  ifh-hook  and  T ackle-ma- 
kers, 

Fifhermen, 

Fifli-mongers, 

Flax-dreffers, 

Fletchers, 

Founders, 

Frame-makers, 

F  rame-work-knitters. 
Fruiterers, 

Fullers, 

Gardeners, 

Gilders, 

Girdlers, 

Glaziers, 

Glafs-blowers, 

Glafs-grinders, 

Glafs-fellers, 

Glovers, 

Gold-beaters, 

Gold-fmiths, 

Gold  and  Silver  Wire- 
drawers, 

Grocers, 

Gun-fmiths, 

G  un -ftock-makers, 
Haberdafhers  of  fmall- wares. 
Hair-curlers, 

Hair-fellers, 

Hat-band-makers, 

Hoop-petticoat-makers, 

Horners, 

Horfe-milliners, 

Hofiers, 

Plot-preffers, 

Hour-glafs-makers, 

Jewellers, 
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Jewellers, 

Plane-makers, 

Inholders, 

Plaifterers, 

Joiners, 

Plumbers, 

Iron-mongers, 

Potters, 

Lace-men, 

Poulterers, 

Laft-makers, 

Printers, 

Leather-cutters, 

Print-fellers, 

Leather- dreffers. 

Pump-makers, 

Leather-fellers, 

Quilters, 

Lighter-builders, 

Refiners, 

Loom-makers, 

Robe-makers, 

Loriners, 

Rope-makers, 

Mantua-makers, 

Sadlers, 

Mafons, 

Sail-makers, 

Maft-makers, 

Salefmen, 

Mathematical  Inftrument- 

Salters, 

makers, 

Sawyers, 

Meal-men 

Scale-makers, 

Mercers, 

Scriveners. 

Merchants, 

Setters, 

Merchant-taylors, 

Ship- wrights. 

Millers, 

Silk-men, 

Milliners, 

Silk-throwfters, 

Mill-wrights, 

Skinners, 

Mufical-Inftrument-makers 

Skreen-makers, 

Muficians,  , 

Snuff-makers, 

Needle-makers, 

S  nuff-box  -makers. 

Net-makers, 

Soap-makers, 

Oil-men, 

Spedtacle-makers, 

Packers, 

Staplers, 

Packthread-fpinners, 

Starch-makers, 

Painters, 

Stationers, 

Paper-makers, 

Stay-makers, 

Parchment  and  Vellom- 

Stocking-men, 

makers. 

Stuff-men, 

Patten-makers, 

Sugar-bakers, 

Patten-drawers, 

Surgeons, 

Paviours, 

T  allow- chandlers. 

Pawn-brokers, 

T  anners. 

Perfumers, 

Taylors, 

Pewterers, 

T  ea-dealers, 

Pin-makers, 

Thread-men, 

Pipe-makers, 

Throwilers, 

Tin- 
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Tin-plate-workers,  W  ax-chandlers, 

Tobacconifts,  W  eavers  in  feveral  Branches  j 

Tov-men,  Whalebone-men, 

Trunk-makers,  Wheel-wrights, 

Turners,  Whip-makers, 

Vinegar-makers,  Wood-mongers, 

Vintners,  Wool-combers* 

Undertakers,  Wool-men  or  Staplers, 

Upholders,  Worfted-men  and  Stocking- 

Water-men,  fellers, 

Labourers.  As  to  labouring  Men,  they  are  divided  into  menial 
Servants,  and  Day-labourers  in  any  laborious  Work, 
efpecially  in  Buildings  of  Brick  and  Stone,  and  in  Huf- 
bandry  to  hedge,  ditch,  plough,  harrow,  manure,  £sV. 
From  which  Clafs,  and  the  Apprentices  and  Journeymen 
of  Artificers  and  Tradefmen,  our  Fleets  and  Armies  are 
recruited  with  Seamen  and  Soldiers. 

From  thefe  feveral  Ranks,  States  and  Conditions  of 
the  Laity  arife  two  diftindf:  EJlabli foments  of  public  Safety 
to  this  Nation  by  Sea  and  Land ,  viz.  the  Navy  and  the 
Army. 

The  Importance  cf  the  Mariners  to  the  Nation  in 
general,  and  to  Trade  in  particular,  is  too  well  known 
to  need  any  Illuftration.  *  It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve, 
That  they  are  the  Strength  of  our  Nation  by  Sea,  the 
Carriers  of  our  Commodities,  and  the  Bringers  of  our 
Wealth ;  without  whom,  neither  the  molt  numerous 
and  ftrongeft  Fleets  of  Ships  of  War,  nor  the  greateft 
Abilities  and  Induftry  of  our  Merchants  and  Manufac¬ 
turers  could  avail  us. 

This  valuable  Clafs  of  the  People  confifts  of  Admi¬ 
rals,  Vice  Admirals,  Commodores,  Captains,  Lieu¬ 
tenants,  Matters,  Surgeons,  Gunners,  Carpenters,  Boat- 
fwains,  Midfhipmen,  &c.  and  Seamen  in  the  Royal  Navy  : 
and  of  Matters,  commonly  called  Captains,  Mates,  Pilots 
and  Seamen,  or  Mariners  in  the  Merchants  Service. 

The  Nation  is  fo  fenfible  of  the  Value  of  Seamen  or 
Mariners,  That  the  Legiflature  have  founded  and  endow¬ 
ed  the  fineft  Hofpital  in  the  known  World  for  the  Main¬ 
tenance  of  aged  or  difabled  Seamen  in  the  King’s  Ser¬ 
vice.  And  as  there  was  no  Provifion  made  for  fuch  Sea¬ 
men  in  the  Merchants  Service,  as  are  difabled  by  acci¬ 
dental  Misfortunes,  or  for  thofe  worn  out  by  Age,  or  for 
*  See  Page  io6« 

the 
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the  Widows  or  Children  of  fuch,  as  may  be  killed  or 
drowned  in  the  laid  Service ;  and  the  Seamen  in  the  faid 
Service  being  willing  to  allow  Six-pence  per  Month  out 
gf  their  Wages,  to  be  applied  for  the  Relief  of  fuch,  as 
fhall  be  difablcd  or  worn  out  by  Age,  and  of  the  Wi¬ 
dows  and  Children  of  thofe  killed  in  the  faid  Service,  an 
Aft  has  palled  conftituting  certain  Merchants  a  Body 
politic  and  corporate,  to  receive  and  enjoy  in  Trull,  all 
fuch  Sums  of  Money,  as  are  granted,  and  fhall  be  raifed 
by  Virtue  of  this  Aft,  or  fhall  be  contributed  or  be¬ 
queathed  by  well-difpofed  Perfons,  and  to  build  an  Hof- 
pital  for  the  Help  and  Relief  of  Seamen,  their  Widows 
and  Children  :  whofe  Office  is  kept  in  the  Royal  Exchange 
.at  London , 


Of  the  Royal  Navy. 

TH  E  well-being  of  Great  Britain ,  as  an  indepen-  TheNecef- 
dent  Empire,  and  a  free  People,  depends  princi-  keeping  a 
pally  upon  the  Strength  and*  wife  Regulation  of  its  ?na-  refpe&able 
ritime  Strength.  It  is  not  the  empty  Title,  which  the  Navy. 
Kings  of  England  have  always  affirmed  of  being  fupreme 
Lords  and  Governors  of  the  Ocean  furrounding  the  Bri- 
tijh  Shore,  which  gives  them  a  Right  thereto ;  but  it  is 
that  Right  which  they  have  conllantly  maintained,  at 
the  Expence  of  numerous  Fleets.  And  they  have  been 
always  fo  jealous  of  their  Neighbours  making  Ufe  of 
any  Pretext  to  increafe  their  naval  Strength,  that  it 
has  been  judged  to  be  of  the  greatell  national  Impor¬ 
tance,  to  fruflrate  fuch  Defigns,  even  at  the  Rifque  of  a 
a  War.  But  where  have  we  fuch  an  Inllance  of  Wifdom 
and  Refolution,  worthy  of  a  Sovereign,  who  claims  the 
Dominion  of  the  Seas,  as  in  Queen  Elizabeth ,  who  fent 
to  the  French  King,  and  infilled  that  he  ffiould  build  no 
more  Men  of  War,  than  what  he  then  had,  without  her 
Leave  firll  obtained. 

The  Reafon  of  this  Policy,  and  the  Neceffity  of  a  Why. 
llrong  naval  Force,  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  are  collefted 
from  our  Situation  and  Commerce.  For  Providence  has 
fo  difpofed,  that,  without  the  Benefit  of  Navigation,  we 
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fhould  not  only  lofe  the  unfpeakable  Advantage  ac¬ 
cruing  from  the  Exportation  of  our  Manufactures  and 
other  Merchandizes,  of  the  Growth  and  Produce  of  thefe 
Kingdoms  ;  but  we  fhould  alfo  be  utterly  deprived  of  all 
Correfpondence  and  Communication  with  neighbouring 
Nations,  and  with  our  Illands,  Colonies,  and  Planta¬ 
tions  abroad  ;  whofe  foie  Dependance  for  Protection  and 
Supply,  being  on  thefe  Kingdoms,  they  would  be  expofed, 
as  well  as  thefe  Illands,  to  the  Infults  of  every  Enemy, 
and  become  a  Prey,  and  fubjeCt  to  the  Yoke  of  every 
proud  Invader. 

The  Honour  and  Renown  particularly  applicable  to 
the  Englijh  Nation,  having  been  gained  by  the  Strength, 
Valour  and  Prowefs  of  our  Forces  by  Sea,  it  muff  be 
maintained  by  a  fufficient  and  well  difciplined  Navy ; 
and,  if  we  have  loft  that  Check  which  Queen  Elizabeth 
put  upon  the  French  Navy,  it  is  our  beft  Policy  to  in- 
creafe  the  Strength  and  Formidablenefs  of  our  own,  in 
Proportion,  as  we  find  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe, 
grow  more  potent  in  their  naval  Strength  ;  efpecially  as 
the  prefent  Family  Compahl,  amongft  the  Powers  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  evidently  demonftrates,  what  we  are 
to  expeCt  from  their  Union  of  Intereft  and  Strength,  if 
not  counteracted  by  a  proper  Attention  to  our  Marine, 
and  to  Meafures  for  increaftng  and  encouraging  our  Sea¬ 
men,  which,  on  all  trying  Occafions,  have  proved  to  De 
the  mod  reafonable  and  effectual  Means  to  put  a  Stop 
and  curb  to  the  growing  Power  and  ambitious  Defigns 
and  Encroachments  of  that  potent  and  politic  F  amily, 
that  have  fo  often,  and  feem  now  to  aipire  to  fuch 
Strength  by  Sea,  as  to  bid  defiance  to  the  Britijh  Nep¬ 
tune. 

Flow  much  the  Attention  of  the  State  has  been  upon 
the  Support  of  this  naval  Power,  is  demonftrated  from 
the  prefent  State  and  Condition  of  our  Navy,  wnicn,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  beft  Account,  confifts  of  three  nunored 
and  forty  fighting  Ships,  including  thofe  of  forty  Guns; 
forty  Frigates,  ten  Fire-fhips,  ten  Bomb-veuels,  and 
about  fixty  Sail  of  Sloops,  Yachts,  Store  fhips,  and 
other  fmall  Veflels.  But  the  fifth  and  fixth  Rates  are  not 
numbered  amongft  the  Line  of  Battle  Ships  ;  being  chiefly 
employed  for  Convoys,  Cruizers,  and  the  like  Services.* 

*  See  the  Dirnenfions  of  the  Britijh  Navy,  on  Page  23;.  _ 

This 
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This  Royal  Navy  of  Great  Britain ,  as  well  Strangers,  Its  Excel? 
asour  own  People,  have  been  defervedly  admired  and  allow-  iency? 
ed  to  excel  all  others  in  theWorld,  in  Number  of  Ships, 
Completenefs  of  Building,  Weight  of  Metal,  Expertnefs 
and  Courage  of  the  Sailors,  and  in  their  Excellency  in 
failing.  The  Cannon  wherewith  they  are  mounted,  are 
for  Nature  and  make,  according  to  the  Standard  of  our 
Mariner’s  Fighting  ;  whofe  Cuftom  is  not  to  Fire  ’till 
they  can  fee  the  Whites  of  the  Enemy’s  Eyes,  Board  and 
Board,  Yard-arm  and  Yard-arm.  They  are  therefore 
much  fhorter  and  of  larger  Bore,  than  the  French',  whofe 
Shynefs  would  rather  fight  at  a  Diftance,  and  keep 
pelting  with  their  fhot  from  Arms  and  Weapons  longer 
than  our  own. 

But  the  Strength  of  this  Navy  becomes  more  formida-  How  maa- 
ble  by  the  Manner  of  equipping  and  manning  our  Ships  ned» 
of  War,  with  fober,  judicious,  experienced  and  cou¬ 
rageous  Commanders  and  Officers,  and  with  a  fufficient 
Number  of  able  Seamen,  who,  if  they  enter  Volun- 
tiers,  are  allowed  hanafome  advance  Money ;  but 
otherwife  are  prefled  into  his  Majefty’s  Service,  by 
proper  Warrants  and  Officers  appointed  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  to  execute  them,  under  certain  R&- 
IrriPcions  and  Limitations,  and  the  Infpedlion  of  Re¬ 
gulating  Officers,  to  work  the  Ship,  and  Marines  or 
Sea  Soldiers  to  fight  the  Enemy :  for,  if  there  fhould 
happen  a  Failure  in  this  Particular;  if  by  the  Ignorance, 
Cowardice,  or  Difaffeftion  of  a  Commander ;  or  by  the 
Want  of  a  due  Complement  of  able  Seamen,  the  Ships 
fhould  become  defencelefs  ;  they  will  then,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  Walls  and  Bulwarks  to  defend,  prove  fo  many  de- 
ferted  ftrong  Fortrefles  betrayed  into  the  Elands  of  the 
Enemy,  to  annoy  and  to  deftroy  us  :  Our  Anceftors  did, 
therefore,  prudently  take  Care,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
Power,  to  employ  and  to  prefer  fuch  fober,  brave  and 
judicious  Commanders  and  Officers  in  the  Navy,  as  had 
fignalized  themfelves  both  by  their  Courage  and  Con¬ 
duct  :  But  to  prefume  to  fay  how  far  this  Prudence  is 
the  Pra&ice  of  thofe  in  Power  to  grant  Commiffions  in 
the  prefent  State  of  our  Navy,  1,  who  am,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  a  Stranger  to  the  Merits  of  the  Gentlemen 
employed,  fhall  rather  forbear  to  canvafs  this  important 
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Point,  by  common  Fame  or  Report,  and  fubmit  to  the 
Nation’s  Experience  to  determine. 

The  great  Improvement  and  effedlual  Service  of  our 
Navy  is,  therefore,  chiefly  owing  to  the  Knowledge, 
Integrity,  Practice,  Diligence  and  Prudence  of  thofe,  to 
whole  Care  the  Management  thereof  has  been,  from 
Time  to  Time,  intruded,  which  is  (tiled  the  Board  of 
Admiralty ,  and  this  Board  is  (ituated  in  a  mod  commo¬ 
dious  and  elegant  Building  of  Brick  and  Stone  adjoining 
to  the  Horfe  Guards  at  the  Ead,  and  grand  Entrance 
into  St,  James's  Park ;  containing  not  only  all  requifite 
Offices  for  Difpatch  ofBufinefs,  but  noble  Appartments 
and  didinct  Ploufes  for  the  Commiffioners,  Secretary, 
OV. 

The  Admiralty  of  Great  Britain  was  formerly  under  a 
great  Officer  of  the  Crown,  who  was  (Hied  Lord  High- 
Admiral,  and  Capitaneus  Nautarum  &  Marinellorum,  in 
reference  to  his  deciding  all  Differences  amongd  thofe 
in  the  King’s  Service.  This  great  Officer  is  one  of  nine 
prime  Officers  of  State,  when  in  being,  with  a  Salary  of 
feven  thoufand  per  Annum ,  and  is,  in  a  manner,  his  Ma- 
jedy’s  Vice-roy  at  Sea  :  Which  Power  was  fo  extenfive, 
efpeciaily  in  ail  Things  belonging  to  the  Royal  Navy, 
that  it  was  thought  rather  too  much  to  be  entruded 
with  one  Angle  Subjedl :  and  therefore  this  Office,  at 
prefent,  is  adminidered  by  a  Number  of  Commiffioners 
appointed  by  the  Sovereign,  by  the  Stile  of  Lords  Com- 
mijfioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.”  And  by  ^  Will,  and  Mary 
Seff.  2.  c.  2.  fee.  2,  it  was  declared,  “  That  all  jurif- 
“  didtions  and  Powers  which  by  Adi  of  Parliament,  or 
“  otherwife,  are  inveded  in  the  Lord  High-Admirals  of 
C{  England ,  have  always  appertained  to  the  Commil- 
“  fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  as  if  they  were  Lord  High 
“  Admiral.”  But  the  Perquifites  are  now,  on  every 
new  Commifficn  being  made  out,  refigned,  by  fome 
Deed  or  Writing,  to  the  Crown. 

When  the  Office  of  Lord  Pligh-Admiral  is  in  Com- 
miffion,  the  King  is  not  limitted  to  appoint  any  certain 
fixed  Number.  At  prefent  it  confids  of  a  fil'd  Commif- 
fioner,  who  prefides  at  the  Board,  and  fix  more,  who 
take  Place  in  the  Order,  in  which  they  are  named  in 
the  Commiffion. 
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The  next  immediate  Officers  under  the  Board  of  the  Marine 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  are  the  Vice  and  Rear-Admirals  of  Officers. 
fnglana ,  who  are  generally  the  two  fenior  Admirals, 

(the  former  with  a  Salary  of  four  hundred  and  feventy 
Pounds  per  Annum.)  the  latter,  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
Pounds  per  Annum.)  And  the  Perfons  who  do  Bufinefs 
under  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  are  an  Upper  and  Un-i 
der-fecretary,  a  Solicitor,  feven  Clerks  in  ordinary,  be-? 
fides  Supernumeraries,  Door-keepers,  Meffengers,  (Ac. 

The  firft  Lord  or  Commiffioner  of  the  Admiralty,  is, 
in  effect.  Lord  High  Admiral ;  becaufe  he  has  the  fu« 
preme  Direction  of  the  Board  :  for  though  no  Commif- 
■iion  or  Order  is  valid  without  the  Hands  of  two  or 
more  Commiffioners  ;  yet  he  is  not  to  be  contrquled  by 
the  Board.  They  are  obliged  to  fign  with  him. 

Under  this  Authority  are  all  the  naval  Offices  and  Authority 
Shipping,  wherever  fituated  or  ftatiqned  ;  as,  the  Navy-  y1  ' 
Office ,  Victualling-Office ,  Sick  and  Wounded-  Office,  Pay -Of-  1 

fee :  the  Yards  at  Portfmouth,  Chatham ,  Woolwich,  Dept* 
ford ,  Sheernefs ,  Plymouth ,  and  at  Harwich  :  and  all  Ships 
and  Veffels  of  War,  their  Admirals,  Commanders, 
Lieutenants,  Officers  and  Men. 

The  Jurisdiction  of  the  Lord  High- Admiral,  or  of  the  Jurifdic- 
Lords  Commiffioners,  extends  over  Great  Britain ,  Ireland*,  tl0n° 
Wales ,  and  t  he  Dominions  and  Iflands  thereunto  belonging, 
and  over  all  and  fingular  the  Plantations,  Dominions, 
and  Territories  whatfoever,  in  Parts  beyond  the  Seas  in 
Poffeffion  of  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjects.  And  the 
Lords-Commiffioners  have  the  general  Direction  of  the 
Navy  ;  except  when  the  Sovereign  pleafes  to  interfere 
and  diredt  the  Motions  of  his  Fleets  by  his  Secretaries  qf 
jState. 

The  Board  of  Admiralty  grants  their  Commi.ffion  to  Dutj, 
fuch  Perfon,  as  his  Majefty  directs,  whereby  he  is  ap¬ 
pointed  Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Fleet 
or  Squadron  for  the  intended  Expedition.  Such  Admi¬ 
ral,  when  clear  of  the  Britijh  Channel,  is  empowered  to 
fell  up  with  Officers  all  Vacancies,  under  his  Command  j 
who  are  generally  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  ; 
and  he  is  alfo  ul'ually  furnifhed  with  full  Powers  to  hold 
Courts-Martial,  and  commonly  appoints  his  Secretary, 
qn  fuch  Occafions,  Judge-Advocate.  A  Power  cqnfer- 
pe4  fornetjmes  on  private  Captains. 

Q  2  When. 
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When  aay  naval  BuGnefs  is  to  be  tranfa&ed,  as  build¬ 
ings  repairing,  fitting  out,  or  victualling  Ships  of  War, 
the.  Admiralty  diret  their  Orders  to  the  proper  Officers 
for  thofe  Purpofes  ;  and  they  direct  their  Warrants  to  the 
Mailer-general  of  the  Ordnance,  for  fuch  naval  Stores, 
as  are  'wanting  on  Board  the  Ships  of  War. 

They,  by  their  Warrant,  direct  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Navy  to  appoint  Officers  in  the  Dock  Yards,  Rope 
Yards,  cs'c.  and  Purfers,  Gunners,  Boatfwains,  and 
Carpenters :  and  they  fign  all  Commiffions  for  Admirals, 
Captains,  Lieutenants,  Chaplains,  Volunteers  and 
School-Mailers.  , 

Before  the  Meeting  of  Parliament,  it  is  the  Duty  of 
the  Admiralty  by  Memorial  to  the  King  in  Council,  to 
pray  his  Majefty  to  declare  the  Number  of  Seamen  pro¬ 
per  to  be  employed  for  the  current  Year  ;  in  order  for  the 
Victualling  Office  to  prepare  and  lay  proper  Eftimates  of 
the  fame,  before  the  great  Council  of  the  Nation. 

If  War  be  declared,  the  Admiralty,  by  Memorial  pre- 
fented  to  the  King  and  Council,  pray  his  Majefty  to  di¬ 
rect  a  Commiffion  to  authorize  the  Lords-Commiffioners 
to  empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  foreign  Go¬ 
vernments  and  Plantations,  to  take  Cognizance  of,  and 
judicially  to  proceed  upon  all  Manner  of  Captures, 
Seifures,  Prizes,  and  Reprizals  of  all  Ships  and  Goods 
feized  ;  and  to  adjudge  and  condemn  the  fame,  accord- 
to  the  Courfe  of  Admiralty,  and  Law  of  Nations ;  as 
alfo  all  Ships  and  Goods  liable  to  Confifcation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Treaties  between  his  Britannick  Majefty  and  other 
Princes  and  States :  And  alfo  to  authorize  them,  the 
Lords  Commiffioners,  to  iflue  out  Letters  of  Marque 
and  Reprizals  to  thofe  deemed  fitly  qualified,  to  feize  all 
Ships  or  Veflels  of  the  Enemy,  &c.  as  alfo  to  direct  the 
Advocate  for  the  Office  of  High  Admiral,  to  prepare, 
for  the  Royal  Approbation,  Inftructions  to  Commanders 
of  Merchantftiips,  to  whom  fuch  Letters  of  Marque  and 
Reprizals  fnall  be  granted. 

The  Admiralty,  on  the  entering  into  a  War,  give 
Directions  to  the  Navy  and  Victualling  Office,  for  the 
getting  ready  and  victualling  fuch  Ships  and  Veflels,  as 
by  the  Report  of  the  Commiffioners  to  their  Lordfhips,  are 
found  fit  for  Service,  and  to  rebuild  and  repair  the  Reft, 
as  they  direct,  and  to  contract  with  Mafter-builders  in 
2  the 
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the  Merchants  Yards  for  fuch  Purpofes,  &c.  But  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  nothing  of  Importance  can  be  done, 
or  any  Contrails  made,  bv  fuch  inferior  Officers,  with¬ 
out  Report  by  them  firft  delivered  in,  aaid  an  Order 
thereupon  obtained  from  the  Admiralty-Board,  who  hare 
before  them  a  Lift  of  all  the  Navy  Ships  and  Veffels  £t 
for  Service,  or  otherwlfe,  with  their  Rates,  Tonn-ge, 
Complement  of  Men  and  Guns. 

Under  the  Authority  of  this  Board  is  eredled  a  Court  Admiralty 
by  the  Name  of  The  Admiralty  Court  of  Great  Britain,  Comt* 
whofe  local  Situation  is  at Doftors  Commons ,  near  St.PauL s, 

London.  The  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Board  of  Admi¬ 
ralty  for  the  Time  being,  is  fupreme  in  this  Court. 

Under  whom  is  a  Deputy  Judge,  who  rs  ufually  a  Doc¬ 
tor  of  the  Civil  Law  ■,  two  Regifters,  Advocates,  Proc¬ 
tors,  and  a  Marfhal,  who  carries  a  Silver  Oar  before 
the  Judge.  The  Judge  is  conftituted  by  the  King’s 
Letters  Patent,  and  holds  his  Pfa.ce,  quam  dm  bene  fe 
gejferity  i.  e.  during  his  good  Behaviour. 

The  Procefs  and  Proceedings  of  this  Court  are  in  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  and  by  Libel :  the  Plain¬ 
tiff  arid  Defendant  enter  into  a  Stipulation  or  Bail,  by  a 
Kind  of  Recognizance  for  Appearance,  and  to  abide  the 
Sentence.  But  as  it  is  not  a  Court  of  Record,  this  Court 
has  no  Power  to  take  fuch  a  Recognizance,  as  a  Court 
of  Record  may.  It  is  generally  ruled  by  the  Civil  Law, 
and  the  Maritime  Laws  of  Oleron.  But  in  criminal 
Cafes,  as  Piracy,  it  is  diredled  by  two  Statutes  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  that  they  ihall  be  tried  in 
this  Court  by  Witneffes,  and  a  Jury,  under  a  fpecial 
Commiffion  of  the  King  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral, 
whereof  fome  of  the  Judges  are  to  be  Commiffioners  : 

So  that  in  fuch  Cafes  the  T rial  is  by  the  Common  Law. 

It  has  Power  to  determine  all  maritime  Caufes  ariting 
wholly  upon  the  Sea,  out  of  the  Jurifdidlion  of  a  Coun¬ 
ty  ;  according  to  Rich.  II.  c.  5.  and  15  Rich.  c.  3, 
and  2  Hen.  IV.  c.  2.  and  5  Eliz.  c.  5. 

There  may  be  Appeals  from  the  Admiralty  to  a  Court 
of.  Delegates  appointed  by  Commiffion  ;  whofe  Sentence 
is  final.  But  the  Appeals  from  the  inferior  Admiralty 
Courts,  lie  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  or  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  theAdmiralty,  in  this  Court,  by  5  Eliz.  except 
in  the  Cinque  Ports  ,  where  the  Warden  is  fupreme  AdrnL* 

Q_  3  r*al 
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ral  within  his  own  Jurifdiiliom  Neverthelefs  Perfons  in 
ailual  Service  and  Pay  on  Board  of  his  Majefty’s  Ships' 
of  War,  *  committing  any  Crimes  upon  the-  Shore  in 
foreign  Parts,  may  be  tried  and  punifhed  for  the  fame, 
as  if  the  Offences  had  been  committed  on  the  main 
Seas,  or  on  Board  any  Ships  or  Veffels  of  War  f . 

Within  the  Cognizance  of  this  Court  are  all  Affairs 
that  particularly  concern  the  Lord  High-Admiral,  or 
any  of  his  Officers  as  fuch,  all  Matters  relating  to  the 
Navies  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Veffels  of  Trade,  and  the 
Owners  thereof,  as  fuch  ;  all  Affairs  delating  to  Mari¬ 
ners,  whether  Ship  Officers,  or  common  Seamen,  their 
Rights  and  Privileges  refpeilively,  their  Office  and  Du¬ 
ty,  their  Wages,  iheir  Offences  with  their  Puniffiment : 
alfo  all  Affairs  of  Commanders  at  Sea  and  their  under 
Officers,  with  their  refpeilive  Duties,  Privileges;  Im¬ 
munities,  Offences  and  Punifhments  :  alfo  all  Matters 
that  concern  Owners  and  Proprietors  of  Ships,  as  fuch  j 
and  all  Mafters,  Pilots,  Steerfmen,  Boatfwains,  and  other 
Officers;  all  Ship-wrights,  Fiiher-men,  Ferry-men,  and 
the  like  :  Alfo  all  Caufes  of  Seizures  and  Captures  made 
at  Sea,  whether  jure  belli  publici,  or  jure  belli  privati-,  by 
way  of  Reprizal,  or  nullo  jure ,  by  way  of  Pirafcy  :  Alfo  all 
Charter-Parties,  Cocquets,  Bills  of  Lading,  Sea-commif- 
fions,  Letters  of  fafe  Conduit,  Factories,  Invoices; 
Skippers  Rolls,  Inventories,  and  other  Ship-Papers :  AJ- 
fo  all  Caufes  of  Freight,  Mariners  Wages,  Load  Ma¬ 
nage,  Port-charges,  Pilotage,  Anchorage,  and  the  like : 
Alfo  all  Caufes  of  maritime  Contrails  indeed ,  or,  as  it  were , 
Contrails,  whether  upon,  or  beyond  the  Seas ;  all 
Caufes  of  Money  lent  to  Sea,  or  upon  the  Sea,  called 
Fanus  nauticum ,  bo?nary  Money ,  the  grofs  Adventure ,  and 
the  like :  All  Caufes  of  pawning,  hypothecating,  or 
pledging  of  the  Ship  itfelf,  or  any  Part  thereof,  or  her 
Lading,  or  other  Things  at  Sea:  all  Caufes  ofjafius,  or 
calling  Goods  over-board,  and  Contributions  either  for 
Redemption  of  Ship  or  Lading,  in  Cafe  of  Seizure  by 
Enemies  or  Pirates,  or  in  Cafe  of  Goods  damaged,  or 
difburdening  of  Ships,  or  other  Chances,  with  Average ; 
Alfo  all  Caufes  of  Spoil,  Depredations  at  Sea,  Robberies 

*  See  1  3  Car.  II.  c.  9. 

t  6  Geo.  c.  19.  &  22  Geo.  II. 

and 
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Shd  Piracies  :  Alfa  all  Caufes  of  Confortfhip,  in  Peace 
Or  War ;  Infurance,  Mandates,  Procurations,  Payments, 
Acceptations,  Difcharges,  Loans,  or  Oppignorations, 
Emptions,  Venditions,  Conventions,  taking  or  letting  to 
Freight,  Exchanges,  Partnerfhips,  Factorage,  Paflage  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  whatever  is  of  a  maritime  Nature,  etttter  by 
Way  of  Navigation  upon  the  Seas,  or  of  Negotiation  at, 
or  beyond  the  Sea,  in  the  way  of  Marine  Trade  or  Com¬ 
merce  :  Alfo  the  nautic  Right,  which  maritime  Perfoas 
have  in  Ships,  their  Apparel,  T ackle.  Furniture,  Lading, 
and  all  things  pertaining  to  Navigation  :  Aifo  alia  C'auies 
touching  Maritime  Offences  or  M i fdemeanors ,  as  cutting 
a  Buoy  Rope  or  Cable,  Removal  of  an  Anchor,  whereby 
any  VefTel  is  moored  :  Alfo  Cadets  of  Ballad  into  Ports 
or  Harbours  to  the  Prejudice  thereof ;  Freights  of  alien 
V elTels  contrary"  to  Law,  unfkiiful  Pilots,  whereby  Ship 
Or  Man  perifh  ;  unlawful  Nets,  or  other  prohibited  En¬ 
gines  for  I  ifh  :  difobeying  Embargoes  ;  furnifhing  the 
Ships  of  Enemies,  or  the  Enemy  with  Ships  :  all  Damages 
done  by  one  Ship  to  another:  together  with  a  great  ma¬ 
ny  Things  relating  to  the  State  and  Condition  of  Per- 
fons  maritime,  their  Rights,  their  Duties,  or  their  De¬ 
faults.  However  the  Jurifdidlion  of  the  Court  of  Ad¬ 
miralty  is  liable  to  be  interrupted  by  a  Writ,  which  is 
called  a  Prohibition  from  a  Court  of  common  Law,  which 
Writ  forbids  to  hold  Plea  in  any  Matter  or  Caufe,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  without  the  Jurifdidlion  and  Cognizance  of 
the  Court,  where  the  Suit  depends. 

The  higheft  Department  under  the  Admiralty-Board  ^  _ 

for  the  Management  of  the  Royal  Navy  is  ftiltd  pecu-  Board, 
liarly  the  Navy-Board,  which  confifteth  of  Commif- 
fioners,  at  the  yearly  Salary  of  five  hundred  Pounds  each, 
and  certain  principal  Officers,  who  held  their  Offices  by 
Patent  under  the  Great  Seal.  They  are  allowed  feveral 
Clerks  with  Salaries  for  the  Difpatch  of  Bufmefs  :  and 
each  of  them  have  their  propef  Office  :  fuch  as  the  Trea- 
furer ,  Comptroller ,  Surveyor ,  and  Clerk  of  the  deli.  And 
there  are  fometimes  ocqafionai  Commiffioners,  as  the 
Exigence  of  Affairs  fhail  require. 

Th'efe  principal  Officers  and  Commiffioners  are  to  con-  Me  i  hod  a 
fult  and  advife  together  how^to  tranfaft  all  Affairs,  Proceed, 
tending  to  the  well-governing  of  his  Majeity’s  Navy, 
and  all  iubotdinate  Minifters  thereof  5  wherein  they  are 
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to  proceed  by  common  Council  and  Argument  of  moft 
Voices  endeavouring  jointly  to  advance  his  Majefty’s 
Service,  without  any  private  or  indirect  End  ;  always 
with  a  due  Regard  and  Subordination  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Admiralty,  in  whatever  they  fhall  think  proper  to 
command. 

Treafurer.  The  Treasurer  is  to  receive  and  pay  his  Majefty’s 
Treafure,  for  Naval  Affairs;  to  fign  all  Eftimates  and 
Contrails  ;  to  digeft  his  Accounts  once  a  Year  and  to 
be  prefent  at  all  or  moft  Payments,  either  of  Ships  or 
Wages.  For  which  he  enjoys  a  Salary  of  two  thoufand 
Pounds  per  Annum. 

Comptrol-  The  Comptroller  is  to  attend  and  comptrol  all  Pay- 

ler*  ments  of  W ages :  to  know  the  Market  Rates  of  all 
Stores  for  Shipping ;  to  examine  and  credit  all  Accompts 
of  the  Treafurer,  Victuallers,  Purfers,  Store-keepers, 
and  Pilots,  and  to  copy  all  Eftimates,  Privy  Seals,  Af- 
fignments,  and  other  Orders  for  Money.  For  which  he 
receives  five  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum. 

Surveyor,  The  Surveyors  Duty  is  to  know  the  Eftate  of  all  Ship- 
Stores,  and  to  fee  their  Deficiency  fupplied  ;  to  furvey  all 
his  Majefty’s  Store-houfes,  Yards,  Docks,  Wharfs,  &c. 
the  Hulls,  Mails  and  Yards,  and  to  eftimate  the  Value 
of  both  new  and  old  Work  in  Building  and  repairing 
Ships ;  to  charge  all  Boatfwains  and  Carpenters  with 
what  Stores  they  receive  for  the  Ship’s  Ufe,  in  Order  to 
a  Voyage,  and  at  their  Return  to  State  and  Audit  their 
Accompts.  For  which  purpofes  there  are  two  joint 
Surveyors,  who  have  Salaries  of  five  hundred  Pounds  per 
Annum  each. 

the  The  Clerk  of  the  Acts  is  to  record  all  Orders,  Bills, 

Contracts,  Warrants  and  other  Bufinefs,  to  prefent  the 
Price  of  all  petty  Provifions  ;  to  fupervife  petty  Erup¬ 
tions,  and  to  keep  an  exa£t  record  of  all  Confultations, 
Orders,  Petitions,  Debates,  Eftimates,  Letters,  An- 
fwers,  and  other  Bufinefs  tranfadled  in  this  Office.  For 
which  he  is  allowed  five  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum , 
and  an  Affiftant  with  three  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum. 

Navy  Of-  The  Navy  Office  is  kept  in  a  very  commodious  and  re¬ 
gular  Brick  Building,  fituate  between  Crutcbet- Friars,  on 
the  Front  of  it,  and  Fower-hill  on  the  Back  of  it.  The 
Offices  for  Bufinefs  are  a  regular  compacft  Building  in 
the  Centre,  furrounded  by  handfome  Brick  Houfesor 

Appartments 


233 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

Appartments  for  the  Comptroller  and  other  Officers  and 
Commiffioners,  &c.  whole  Prefence  is  more  particular¬ 
ly  necelfary  to  expedite  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Navy,  upon 
all  Exigences,  that  cannot  be  forfeen. 

Under  the  Management  of  this  Office  we  may  pro-  officers 
perly  place  the. Store-keepers,  Clerks  of  the  Cheque,  A-Iafer  Docks 
Attendants ,  Clerks  of  the  Survey ,  Clerks  of  the  Rope  Yard ,  1  ai  s‘ 
Porters ,  Boa.tfzuains ,  and  other  Officers  in  all  his  Majef- 
ty’s  Docks  and  Yards. 

The  Office  of  Store-keeper  has  been  deemed,  at  fomeS101-6- 
Time,  and  in  feme  Cafes  fo  difficult,  that  it  is  thought  y  * 
requifite  for  the  national  Intereft,  and  the  Advantage  of 
his  Majefty’s  Service,  that  all  Store-keepers  execute  their 
Place  perfonally  by  themfelves,  and  not  by  Deputies  or 
Servants,  except  in  Cafe  of  Sicknefs,  or  other  extreme 
Neceffity.  This  Salary  is  two  hundred  and  fixty  Pounds 
per  Annum. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Cheque  [ whofe  Salary  is  two  hundred  Clerk 
and  forty-five  Pounds  per  Annum )  is  to  keep  an  exact  Qjemje 
Account  of  the  Entry  of,  and  to  Mufter  all  Perfons 
employed  in  his  Majefty’s  Service  in  the  Dock  or  Yard 
■under  his  Infpedfion  :  and  he  is  to  keep  a  Counter  Book 
with  the  Store-keeper,  of  all  Receipts  and  IfTues  of  Stores  ; 
to  review  the  Quantity  and  Quality  of  Provifions  received 
into  Store  ;  to  make  up  and  firm  all  pay  Books  and 
'Pickets  for  Wages  earned  in  his  .Majefty’s  Yard;  and  to 
take  Care  at  the  making  up  all  Extra-books  for  Ship¬ 
wrights,  that  no  Rate  be  given,  or  fet  out  upon  Books, 
but  what  fhall  be  warranted  by  force  Precedent. 

The  Majler  Attendant  is  principally  to  approportion  MafterAt- 
and  fee  laid  out,  the  Anchors,  Moorings,  Props,  Trunks,  tendant. 
and  arming  for  mooring  Cables  ;  to  appoint  Boatfv/ains 
and  Ship-keepers,  lying  at  Anchor,  their  Attendance 
and  work  every  Day,  either  a-rloat  or  a-fhore  ;  to  at¬ 
tend  the  grounding,  graving,  docking  or  careening  of 
Ships  of  War  ;  to  keep  an  Account  of  all  Stores  for 
the  Boatfwain,  and  of  the  Rigging  and  Ground-tackle 
of  each  Ship  going  to  Sea  ;  and  upon  Return  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ships,  to  make  an  exafl  and  ftridt  Survey  of 
the  remaining  Stores,  and  of  the  State  and  Condition  of 
the  Rigging,  lAc.  and  to  certify  what  is  wanting  to  re¬ 
pair  the  fame.  There  are  tv/o  M after  Attendants  to 
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each  Yard,  with  a  Salary  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  Pounds  each. 

The  Mlajler  Ship-wright  (at  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  Pounds  per  Annum )  is  to  be  conftant  with  his  two 
Affiftants  (at  feventy  Pounds  per  Annum  each)  in  their 
Attendance  at  the  grounding,  graving,  caulking,  dock¬ 
ing,  and  repairing  or  new  building  all  or  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ships;  to  rate  all  Mens  Wages,  working  un¬ 
der  their  Command ;  and  to  affift  the  Store-keepers  in 
their  view  of  all  Materials,  and  to  proportion  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Carpenters  Stores  for  Sea  Service. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Rope  Yard  is  in  the  Nature  of  a  Clerk 
to  the  Cheque  ;  becaufe  the  Clerk  of  the  Rope  Yard  is 
a  Cheque  to  the  Rope-Makers  in  every  Refpeft,  as  the 
other  is  to  Sail-Makers  and  Sea  Men.  He  has  the  Care 
of  the  Hemp  and  Tow,  and  cheques  the  Time  and  the 
Length  of  the  Threads  fpum 

The  Porter's  Duty  is  to  be  conftant  at  the  Gate  ’til! 
he  delivers  his  Charge  to  a  Watch-man  at  eight  o’Clock 
at  Night;  to  ring  the  Bell  for  calling  and  difcharging 
the  Men  at  proper  Hours,  and  to  take  Care  that  the 
Work-men  do  not  carry  away  and  defraud  his  Majefty 
of  any  Materials,  &c. 

The  Boatfwam  of  a  Yard’s  Duty  is  to  take  Care  of 
the  Cranes  and  all  Things  thereunto  belonging,  fmall 
Ropes,  Malls,  Saws,  Wedges,  Crows,  Drags,  Tim¬ 
brels,  Wheel-barrows,  Screens,  Hand-pieces,  &c.  de¬ 
livered  to  Labourers ;  to  furvey  the  labouring  Men  in 
their  feveral  Places  and  Labours.  He  is  alio  to  attend 
the  cleaning  of  the  Docks,  and  to  prepare  Blocks,  Crabs,' 
and  Tackle  for  launching  of  Ships  ;  and  to  look  to  all 
Long-boats,  Pinnaces,  Shifts,  &c.  that  they  may  be 
properly  laid  up. 

We  {hall  conclude  this  Department  of  the  Navy  Of¬ 
fice ,  (in  which  the  whole  Labour  of  building,  repairing, 
and  fitting  out  his  Majefty’s  Ships  for  Sea  more  immedi¬ 
ately  centers)  with  approved  Dimenfions  of  the  Britifi) 
Navy. 


DimeU- 


Dimensions  of  the  British  Navy  from  ioo  to  50  Guns. 
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N.  B.  Each  of  thefe  Rates  are  furnilhed  with  Pinnaces*. 
Yawls,  Long-boats,  Cables,  Anchors,  Cordage,  &c. 
of  whofe  Dimenfions  and  Quantity,  a  Judgment  may  be 
formed  from  the  Dimenlion  of  the  Pinnace  to  a  firft 
Rate,  which  is  thirty-three  Feet  long,  fix  Feet  two  In¬ 
ches  wide,  two  Feet  nine  and  a  half  Inches  deep,  with 
ten  Oars;  and  of  its  Yawl,  which  is  twenty-eight  Feet 
long,  five  Feet  ten  Inches  broad,  and  two  Feet  eight 
and  a  half  Inches  deep,  with  eight  Oars  ;  and  of  its  Long¬ 
boat,  which  meafures  thirty-fix  Feet  long,  ten  Feet  fix 
Inches  wide,  four  Feet  eight  Inches  deep,  with  eleven 
Oars. 

A  firft  Rate  has  ten  Cables,  three  of  twenty-three 
Inches  ;  five  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  Inches  ;  one  of 
twenty-one  and  a  half  Inches,  and  one  of  fourteen  and  a 
half  Inches,  with  Anchors  in  Proportion  ;  one  of  eighty- 
two  hundred  Weight,  two  of  feventy-eight  hundred 
Weight,  two  of  feventy-feven  hundred  Weight,  two 
Quarters  ;  one  of  twenty  hundred  Weight ;  one  of  ten 
hundred  Weight,  and  two  Quarters,  and  one  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  Weight,  and  one  Quarter ;  which,  together  with 
Rigging,  and  eight  Months  Store  :  and  the  whole 
Cordage  of  a  firft  Rate  Man  of  War  weighs  ninety-one 
Tons,  fixteen  Hundred,  one  Quarter,  and  eight  Pounds. 

As  the  Navy  Office  provides  all  Requifites  to  build,  re¬ 
pair,  and  to  make  his  Majefty’s  Ships  of  War  capable  to 
be  carried  to  Sea  ;  the  Victualling  Office  is  particularly 
charged  with  providing  the  Ship’s  Crew  with  Provifions 
and  Stores  of  all  Sorts  for  their  Ufe  and  Comfort.  This 
Department  is  alfo  under  Commiffioners,  whofe  Salary  is 
four  hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  each,  and  other  principal 
Officers  appointed  by  the  Treafury,  and  who  enjoy  gen¬ 
teel  Salaries,  with  Clerks  under  them,  and  have  their 
Office,  Store-houfe  for  Victuals,  Bifcuit-ovens,  Butchery 
for  Beeves  and  Hogs,  and  other  Conveniences,  on  the  Eaft- 
fide  of  Little  Tower-Hill ,  once  the  Scite  of  the  ancient 
and  rich  Monaftery,  which  was  known  by  the  Name  of 
Our  Lady  of  Grace ,  and  devolved  to  the  Crown  at  the  Dif- 
folution  of  the  religious  Houfes  under  King  Henry  VIII. 

The  prefent  Commiffioners  and  Officers  are  (at  five 
hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  each)  whofe  Bufinefs  is  to 
receive  Propofals,  and  to  agree  for  fufficient  and  whole- 
fome  Vidluals  for  the  Navy,  and  for  that  Purpofe  they 

have 
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have  their  Agents  at  Portfrnouth ,  Plymouth ,  Gibraltar , 

Mahon ,  &c. 

The  Officers  are  a  Secretary,  Accomptant-General,  Officers. 
Accomptant  for  Stores,  Clerk  of  the  Iffues,  Cheque  upon 
the  Treafurer,  Clerk  of  the  Cheque,  Mafter-Cooper, 

Clerk  of  the  Bake-houfe,  Clerk  of  the  Cutting-houfe, 

Clerk  of  the  Brfcw-houfe,  Clerk  of  the  Mills,  Hoy-taker, 
Surveyor,  Clerk  of  the  Ihort  Allowance,  and  Mailer  Brewer. 

There  is  another  Department  under  the  Admiralty, 
called  the  Sick  and  Wounded-Office ,  fituated  at  the  North- 
Eaft  Corner  of  Great  Tower-Hill ,  and  confuting  of 
Commiffioners,  and  other  principal  Officers  and  Clerks  :  Sick  and 
whofe  Charge  is  to  eredt  and  manage  Hofpitals  for  the  Wounded 
Sea-faring  People,  and  to  take  Care  of  the  fick  and 
wounded  Sea-men.  And  to  thefe  Commiffioners  is  alfo 
committed  the  Exchange  ofPrifoners  in  Time  of  War. 

The  laft  Office  wefhall  mention  under  the  Admiralty  is  Pay-°ffi«, 
the  Pay-Office,  kept  in  part  of  the  old  Houfe,  called  in  an¬ 
cient  Times  Winch effer  Place ,  or  the  Marquis  of  Winchef- 
ter  s  Palace,  in  Old  Broad-ffreet  near  Bijhop’s-Gate  ;  which 
is  under  the  Management  of  the  Treafurer  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  and  his  Clerks ;  and  where  all  Demands  for  Sea¬ 
mens  Wages,  Stores,  &c.  are  difcharged. 

When  the  Fleet  is  complete,  it  confifts  of  three  Squa-  Admirals, 
drons,  diftinguifhed  by  the  Colours  of  their  feveral  Flags. 

The  principal  Commanders  whereof  bear  each  the  Title 
of  Admiral  of  his  Squadron.  But  the  Admiral  of  the 
Red  commands  in  chief  the  whole  Fleet,  and  is  called 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet.  Each  of  thofe  Admirals  has  under 
him  a  Vice-Admiral  and  a  Rear-Admiral,  becaufe  each 
of  them  hoifts  his  proper  Flag  on  Board.  So  that  the 
Officers  employed  in  his  Maj  city’s  Fleets  are  diftinguilhed  0  ^cer5  - 
by  the  Polls  of  Commanders  in  chief,  Admirals,  Vice-  th‘e  Navy. 
Admirals,  Rear-Admirals,  Commodores,  Captains  and 
Lieutenants ;  all  appointed  by  Commiffions  from  the 
Admiralty. 

And  the  eftabliflied  Number  of  Flag  Officers  of  the 
Navy  are,  one  Admiral,  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  a 
Fleet ;  one  Admiral  of  the  White ,  one  Admiral  of  the 
Blue  :  one  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Red,  one  of  the  White , 
and  one  of  the  Blue  :  one  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red,  one 
©f  the  White ,  and  one  of  the  Blue  ;  and  no  Brevet  Com¬ 
miffions 
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millions  to  be  allowed.  Admirals,  Vice-Admirals,  R.ear- 
Admirals,  Captains,  and  Lieutenants  Rank  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  Clafies,  according  to  the  Seniority  of  their  Com- 
miffions.  . 

Next  under  the  Rank  of  Admiral  comes  the  Commo¬ 
dore,  who  is  a  temporary  Commander  without  a  Corn- 
million,  but  proceeding  upon  the  Cuftom  of  the  Navy, 
by  which  the  fenior  Commander  of  a  Squadron  is  dubbed 
Commodore,  Leader  or  Commander  in  Chief,  and  is 
thereby  intitled  to  fome  Honours,  and  fometimes  to  more 
pay  than  a  private  Captain. 

But  there  is  no  commiffioned  Officer  between  an  Ad¬ 
miral  and  a  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War.  However  it  is 
not  every  King’s  Ship,  that  confers  the  Title  of  Captain 
upon  its  Commander.  Thofe  Ships  beneath  a  fifth  Rate 
for  the  moft  Part  are  under  the  Command  of  Maf- 
ters  and  Commanders,  and  not  Captains,  and  as  fuch? 
they  do  not  take  Poll:,  neither  are  they  intitled  to  Half¬ 
pay,  though  they  have  their  Commiffions  and  Warrants 
from  the  Admiralty, 

A  Flag-Officer  is  treated  with  feveral  Marks  of  Cere-r 
mony  and  RefpedL  When  he  goes  on  Board  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ships,  he  (hall  be  received  with  a  Guard  under 
Arms  ;  the  Drum  beating  a  March  for  the  Admiral  com¬ 
manding  in  chief ;  three  Ruffles  for  an  Admiral,  two  for 
a  Vice-Admiral,  and  one  for  a  Rear-Admiral.  And  the 
firft  Captain  to  the  Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Fleet,  fhall  be  received  by  a  Guard,  without  4 
Drum. 

It  was  ordered  by  King  George  II.  in  the  Year  1734? 
That  the  Admirals,  with  the  Flags  on  the  Maintop, 
have  the  fame  Refpecls  from  the  Troops,  with  Generals 
of  Horfe  or  Foot ;  that  is,  upon  all  Occafions  to  have  the 
March  beat  to  them,  and  to  be  faluted  by  all  the  Officers, 
the  Colours  excepted. 

That  Vice-Admirals  have  the  fame  Refpedts  as  Lieu- 
tenants-General  of  Horfe  or  Foot,  i.  e.  upon  all  Occa¬ 
fions  to  be  faluted  by  all  the  Officers  in  the  Garrifon,  an4 
to  have  three  Ruffles  given  them. 

That  Rear-Admirals  have  the  fame  Refpe&s,  as  Ma¬ 
jors-General  ;  which  is  to  have  two  Ruffles  and  not  to  be 
faluted  by  any  Officer. 

That 
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That  Commodores  with  broad  Pendents  have  the  fame 
Refpecfs  as  BrUadiers-General  ;  which  is  to  have  one 
Ruffle. 

Under  a  Captain  or  Commander  there  are  the  follow* 
mg  Officers ;  viz.  the  Lieutenants,  the  Mafter,  the 
Boatfwain,  Mafter  Sail-maker,  Gunner,  Armourer, 
Carpenter,  Purfer,  Surgeon,  Mafter  atArms  and  Corporal, 
the  School-mafter  and  Cook. 

The  Pay  of  the  Admiral  and  Commander  in 

Chief  of  a  Fleet  is,  per  Day ,  - 

wrr — **  of  an  Admiral  —  — 

■ -  of  a  Vice-Admiral  ■■■  — ■ 

«■ - -  of  a  Rear-Admiral  - 

of  the  firft  Captain  to  a  Commander  in 


2  39 


Chief 


/. 

s. 

d. 

5 

0 

0 

3 

10 

0 

2 

10 

0 

1 

*5 

0 

r 

i5 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

13 

p 

Pay. 


of  Captains  to  Vice-Admirals  - 
1- - —  of  Captains  to  Rear-Admirals  - 

Wages  of  an  able  bodied  Seaman  is  1  /.  4*.  per  Month, 
with  Victuals. 

N.  B.  The  Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Fleet  has  twenty  Shillings  a  Day  for  his  Table,  both  in 
home  and  in  foreign  Voyages.  Admirals  and  Vice-Ad¬ 
mirals,  commanding  in  Chief,  are  allowed  the  fame 
Table-Money. 

There  are  Gratuities  or  Bounties  allowed  to  the  Wi-  Officers 
dows  or  Relations  pf  Officers  and  others  flain  in  Fight  Wld°ws* 
with  the  Enemy  :  And  to  Officers  wounded  in  Fight, 
and  to  Seamen  hurt  in  the  Service.  And  Penfions  are 
given  to  fuperannuated  Officers.  For  thefe  Purpofes 
there  is  a  Fund  ereffied  by  the  Name  of  the  Seamens 
Cheji  in  Chatham  Yard. ,  to  pay  the  Gratuities.  And  Chatham 
a  moft  magnificent  Building,  an  Hofpital,  upon  a  Royal  Cheft. 
Foundation,  and  fupported  by  Parliamentary  Aid  at 
Greenwich ,  for  the  Help  and  Relief  of  Officers  and  Green - 


Seamen,  either  hurt,  infirm,  fuperannuated, 
wife  dii'abled  in  his  Majefty’s  Service. 


or  other- 


wich  Hof¬ 
pital. 
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Origin  of 
Armies. 


State  of  a 

Britifh 

Army. 


Of  the  Army,  or  military  Strength  of  the 
Nation. 

THE  internal  Strength  of  the  Nation  confifts  in  our 
Army ,  and  a  regular  and  well  difciplined  Militia. 
The  Army  is  the  Invention  of  Tyrants  to  over-awe 
and  to  enllave  the  People,  over  whom  they  reign,  and  is 
applied  by  Sovereign  Princes  to  decide  their  own  Quar¬ 
rels,  and  to  maintain  the  Interefts  of  their  refpective  Sub¬ 
jects  by  Force  of  Arms,  and  the  Power  of  the  Sword. 
For  which  Reafons  the  Kings  of  England ,  though  they 
have  the  chief  Command,  and  full  Power  over  the  Army, 
when  ordained  by  the  Legiflative  Power,  have  no  Power 
to  raife  an  Army,  without  Confent  of  Parliament. 
Therefore  our  Conftitution  is  totally  a  Stranger  to  a 
Handing  Army.  The  State  lays  the  Number  of  Land 
Forces  required,  for  the  national  Service,  for  the  enfuing 
Tear,  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  votes  fuch  Number,  as  they,  in  their  great  Wif- 
dom,  fhall  think  fit;  and  as  the  Garrifons  and  the  Exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  Nation  fhall  make  it  neceffary  to  provide 
either  for  Offence  or  Defence.  And  here  it  is  to  be  ob- 
fervea,  That  whatever  Privileges  the  Reft  of  the  SubjeCIs 
may  be  intitled  to,  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Royal  Navy 
and  Army,  can  have  very  little  Pretenfions  to  them  ; 
becaufe  they  are  fubjeCf  to  a  Court-Martial,  and  may,  in 
many  Cafes,  be  punifhed  without  being  brought  even  be¬ 
fore  that  Judicature.  They  are  obliged  to  obey  their 
fuperior  Officers  without  referve :  and  thofe  Officers 
mull  obey  Minifters,  from  whom  they  receive  their  Com- 
miffions  :  therefore,  the  Moment  a  Gentleman  enters  into 
the  Service,  either  of  the  Navy  or  Army,  he  waves  all 
the  Rights  and  Privileges  he  might  be  intitled  to  as  an 
Englijhman  ;  or  rather  barters  them  away  for  a  laced  Coat 
and  a  Cockade, 

The  Number  of  regular  Forces  is  not,  and  cannot  be 
fixt  under  our  Conftitution  :  and  its  Augmentation,  and 
Reduction,  is  to  be  confidered  according  to  the  7  imes. 
In  War  the  national  Forces  have  amounted  to  eighty 
Thoufand  Men,  exclufive  of  ?s  many  foreign  Forces  in 
Britifh  Pay  ;  that  have  immortalized  the  Fnglifh  Courage 
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and  Conduit  in  the  Art  of  War,  in  every  Quarter  of 
the  Globe.  In  Peace  eighteen  Thoufand  is  generally 
thought  a  fufHcient  Number  of  Land  Forces  to'Te  kept 
up  for  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Terror  of 
thofe  who  would  fecretly  undermine  the  Government, 
and  difturb  the  internal  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  the  Na¬ 
tion.  * 

The 

*  An  Abjlrad  of  the  Daily  Pay  of  his  Majesty’s  Land 
Forces. 


Colonel  and  Captain  -  - 

Lieut.  Col.  and  Captain  - 

Major  and  Captain  -  - 

Captain  -  - 

Lieutenant  -  - 

Cornet  or  Enfign  - 

Quarter  Maker  -  - 

Chaplain  - 

Adjutant  - 

Surgeon  -  - 

Mate  - 

Kettle  Drum  or  Drummer 

Drum  Major 

Trumpeter 

Serjeant 

Corporal  - 

Hautbois 

Private  Man 

Agent  - 

Widows  -  s.  -  _ 
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The  Officers  of  Grenadier  Guards,  befides  the  following 
Pay,  have  an  Allowance  per  Warrant  of  private  Mens’  Pay" 
vix'  Colonel  of  Grenadier  Guards,  fix  Shillings ;  Lieute¬ 
nants  Colonel,  three  Shillings  ;  Major  two  Shillings  ;  Lieute¬ 
nant  and  Captain,  one  Shilling.  6 
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The  prefent  EjiabU fhment ,  viz.. 

I  ft  and  2d  Troop  of  Horfe  Guards. 

•  ift  and  2d  Troop  of  Horfe  Grenadier  Guards. 

Royal  Regiment  of  Horfe  Guards. 

ift,  2d,  and  3d  Regiment  of  Horfe,  Ireland. 

ift,  or  the  King’s  Regiment  of  Dragoon  Guards. 

2d,  or  the  Queen’s  Regiment  of  Dragoon  Guards. 

3d,  or  the  Prince  of  Wales' s  Regiment  of  Dragoon 
Guards 

ift,  or  Royal  Regiment  of  Dragoons. 

2d,  or  Royal  North  Britijh  Regiment  of  Dragoons. 

3d,  or  the  King’s  own  Regiment  of  Dragoons. 

4th  Regiment  of  Dragoons. 

5th,  or  Royal  Irijh  Dragoons,  Ireland. 

6th,  or  Innijkilllng  Regiment  of  Dragoons. 

7th,  or  the  Queen’s  Regiment  of  Dragoons. 


An  AhJlraSi  of  the  Officers  of  the  Horse  and  Grenadier. 
Guards  Pay  a  Day. 
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Sth  and  9th  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  Ireland. 

IOth  and  nth  Regiment  of  Dragoons. 

1 2th,  13th  and  14th  Regiment  of  Dragoons, 
ift,  or  the  King  s  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons. 

2d,  or  the  Queen’s  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons. 

3d,  and  4th  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  Ireland. 
ift  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards. 

Coldftream  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards. 

3d  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards.  • 
ift,  or  Royal  Regiment  of  Foot,  one  Battalion,  Gibraltar , 
2d  Battalion  ditto. 

2d,  or  Queen’s  Royal  Regiment  of  Foot,  Gibraltar. 

3d  Regiment  of  Foot  (or  Buffs)  Minorca. 

4th,  or  King’s  own  Regiment  of  Foot. 

5  th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Ireland. 

6th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

7th  Regiment  of  Foot,  or  Royal  Fuzileers. 

Sth  or  King’s  Regiment  of  Foot 

9th  and  10th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

1  ith  Regiment  of  Foot,  Minorca. 

1 2th  and  13th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

14th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

15th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

16th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

17th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

1 8  th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

19th  and  20th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Gibraltar. 

2  ift  Regiment  of  Foot,  or  Royal  North  Britifn  Fuzileers^ 

America. 

22d  Regiment  of  Foot. 

23d  Regiment  of  Foot  or  Royal  Welch  Fuzileers. 

24th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Gibraltar. 

25th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

26th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

27th,  or  Innijkilling ,  Regiment  of  Foot,  Irjsla  id. 

28th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Ireland. 

29th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

30th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

31ft  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

32d  Regiment  of  Foot,  Charibbee  If.ands. 

33d  Regiment  of  Foot,  Minorca. 

34th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

35th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

R  2  36th  Re- 
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36th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Jamaica. 

37th  Regiment  of  Foot. 

38th,  39th,  and  40th  Regiments  of  Foot,  Ireland. 

41ft  Regiment  of  Foot  Invalids. 

42d,  or  Royal  Highland  Regiment  of  Foot,  Ireland. 

43d  Regiment  of  Foot. 

44th,  45th,  46th,  47th,  48th,  49th,  50th  and  51ft 
Regiments  of  Foot,  Ireland. 

52d  Regiment  of  Fobt,  America. 

53d,  54th,  55th,  56th,  57th,  and  58th  Regiments  of 
Foot,  Ireland. 

59th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

60th,  or  Royal  American  Regiment  of  Foot,  America, 
t  ift  Regiment  of  Foot,  Ireland. 

62d  Regiment  of  Foot,  Charibbee  IJlands. 

63d,  64th,  65th  Regiments  of  Foot,  Ireland. 

66th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Jamaica. 

67th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Minorca. 

68th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Antigua. 

69th  Regiment  of  Foot,  America. 

70th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Charibbee  IJlands. 

71ft,  72d,  73d,  74th,  75th  Regiment  of  Foot,  Inva¬ 
lids. 

A  Corps  of  Foot  ferving  in  Africa. 

Eight  Independent  Companies  of  Invalids,  viz.  two 
Companies  at  Chejter  ;  two  Companies  at  Tilbury-Fort ; 
one  Company  at  Tinmouth ;  one  Company  at  Lan- 
guardFoxt ;  one  Company  at  Pendennis ,  and  one  Com¬ 
pany  at  Scilly. 

Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

Regiment  of  Royal  IriJ!)  Artillery. 

Seventy  Companies  of  Marines. 

Thefe  Forces  (from  hence  it  appears)  are  divided  into  In¬ 
fantry  and  Cavalry.  And  the  Infantry,  or  Foot,  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  Regiments;  and  the  Cavalry,  or  Horfe,  by 
T roops,  under  their  refpeHi  ve  Officers,  as  Colonels,  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonels,  Brigadiers,  Majors,  Captains,  Lieutenants, 
Cornets,  Enfigns,  Serjeants  and  Corporals.  And  above  all, 
are  the  Generals,  Lieutenant-Generals,  Major-Generals 
and  Brigadiers,  whofe  Command-  extends  to  a  Body  of 
Forces,  or  a  Number  cf  Troops  or  Companies  united. 

Thele  Forces  ate  paid  by  the  Nation,  and  provided 
with  Cloaths  and  Arms,  and  alfo  with  Quarters  in  Inns 

and 
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and  Ale-houfes  ;  and,  when  aifbanded  from  the  Service 
are  intitled  to  feveral  Advantages  and  Privileges  to  enable  Privileges, 
them  to  get  their  Living  by  Induftry  and  Honefty  ; 
efpecially  with  a  Right  to  follow  a  Trade  or  Occupa¬ 
tion,  for  which  they  fhall  be  fit,  in  any  Town,  Cor¬ 
poration,  City  or  Place  within  his  Majefty’s  Britifn  Do¬ 
minions.  But  in  Cafe  of  Mutiny  or  Defertion,  a  Soldier 
is  to  be  punifhed  with  Death  or  ctherwife,  as  a  Court 
Martial  fhall  think  fit. 

Of  thefe  Forces  is  compofed  what  is  called  an  Army,  An  Army, 
which  is  a  laro-e  Number  of  Korfe  and  Foot,  Soldiers 
completely  armed  and  provided  with  Artillery,  Ammuni¬ 
tion,  Provifions,  and  other  military  Stores,  under  the 
Command  of  one  General.  This  Army  is  compofed  ofHow 
Squadrons  and  Battalions,  and  is  ufually  divided  into  three  ^rme^‘ 
Corps,  and  formed  into  three  Lines ;  of  which  the  firft 
is  called  the  Van  Guard;  the  fecond,  the  main  Body  j 
and  the  third  the  Rear-Body,  or  Body  of  referve.  The 
Middle  of  each  Line  is  poffeffed  by  the  Foot ;  the 
Right  and  Left  Wing  are  formed  with  the  Cavalry  ;  and 
fometimes  Squadrons  of  Horle  fill  up  the  Intervals  be¬ 
tween  the  Battalions.  When  they  are  drawn  up  in  Or¬ 
der  of  Battle,  the  Horfe  range  at  five  Foot  Diftance  from 
each  other,  and  the  Foot  at  no  more  than  three.  In  each 
Line  the  Battalions  are  diftant  from  each  other  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  Feet,  which  is  nearly  equal  to  the  Ex¬ 
tent  of  their  Front;  and  the  fame  holds  cf  the  Squa¬ 
drons,  which  are  about  three  Feet  diftant,  the  Extent  of 
their  own  Front.  1  hefe  Intervals  are  left  for  the  Squa¬ 
drons  and  Battalions  of  the  fecond  Line  to  range  them- 
felves  againft  the  Intervals  of  the  firft,  that  both  may 
more  readily,  march  through  thofe  Spaces  to  the  Enemy. 

The  firft  Line  is  ufually  three  hundred  Feet  diftant  from 
the  fecond,  and  the  fecond  from  the  third,*  that  there 
may  be  fufficient  P„oom  to  rally,  when  the  Squadrons 
and  Battalions  are  broken. 

The  Supplies  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  na-  office  of 
tional  Forces  blue  from  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  kept  Ordnance, 
in  the  Tower  of  London ,  under  a  Mafter,  Lieutenant, 
Surveyor,  Clerk  cf  the  Ordnance,  Store-keeper,  Clerk 
of  Deliveries,  Treafurer,  or  Pay-Mafter,  and  Mafter- 
Gunner,a  v/ho  are  entrufted  with  the  Arfenal  of  the 
Tower,  nd  all  other  Magazines,  or  Store  of  Arms  and 
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Gun-powder,  and  Royal  Founderies,  at  Porifmouth , 
Plymouth ,  Woolwich ,  See. 

The  Office  of  Ordnance  is  now  divided  into  two 
Branches  of  the  Civil  and  Military  ;  the  latter  being 
fubordinate,  and  under  the  Authority  of  the  former. 

The  principal  Officer  in  the  Civil  Branch  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  is  the  Mojler  General ,  with  a  Salary  of  one  Thou- 
fand  five  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum ,  and  a  peculiar 
Ju  ifdiction  over  all  his  Majefty’s  Engineers,  employed 
in  che  feveral  Fortifications  of  this  Kingdom  ;  to  whom 
they  are  all  accountable  ;  and  from  whom  they  receive 
their  particular  Orders  and  Inftrudtions,  according  to 
the  Directions  and  Commands  given  by  his  Majefty  and 
Council. 

The  Lieutenant-General  receives  all  Orders  and  War¬ 
rants  figned  by  the  Mafter-General,  and  from  the  other 
principal  Officers  ;  and  fees  them  duly  executed  ;  iflues 
Orders  as  the  Occafions  of  the  State  may  require,  and 
gives  Diredfions  for  aifeharging  the  great  Guns  at  Coro¬ 
nations,  or  Birth-days,  Feftivals,  fignal  Victories,  and 
other  folemn  Occafions.  He  is  alfo  to  fee  the  Train  of 
Artillery,  and  all  its  Equipage  fitted  for  Motion,  when 
ordered  to  be  drawn  into  the  Field.  For  which  his  Sa¬ 
lary  is  one  Thoufund  one  Plundred  Founds  per  Annum , 
with  a  Clerk  in  ordinary,  who  has  one  Hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds  per  Annum,  an  inferior  Clerk,  and  a  Clerk 
extraordinary  who  have  each  forty  Pounds  a  Year. 

The  Surveyor  infpects  the  Stores  and  Provifions  of 
War,  in  the  Cuftody  of  the  Store-keeper,  and  fees  that 
they  are  ranged  and  placed  in  fuch  Order,  as  is  moft 
proper  for  their  Prefervation,  He  allows  all  Bills  of 
Debt,  and  keeps  a  Check  upon  all  Artificers  and  La¬ 
bourers  Woiki  fees  that  the  Stores  received  be  good  and 
ferviceable,  duly  proved  and  marked  with  the  King’s 
Mark,  taking  to  his  Affiftance  the  Reft  of  the  Officers 
and  Proof-mafters.  For  which  he  receives  feven  Hundred 
Pounds  per  Annum.  He  has  under  him  the  Proof-Mafter 
of  England  with  a  Salary  of  one  Hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds  per  Annum.  Two  Clerks  of  the  Fortification 
with  fxty  Pounds  a  Year  each,  and  another  with  forty 
Founds  a  Year ;  befides  extra  Clerks,  as  the  Multiplicity 
of  Bufinefs  in  Time  of  War  ftiall  require,  at  forty 
Pounds  each. 
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The  Clerk  of  the  Ordnance  records  all  Orders  and  In-  Clerk  of 
ftrudlions  given  for  the  Government  of  the  Office  ;  all tlie  °‘‘d~ 
Patents  and  Grants  ;  the  Names  of  all  Officers,  Clerks,  nance‘ 
Artificers,  Attendants,  Gunners,  Labourers,  iAc.  who 
enjoy  thofe  Grants,  or  any  other  Fee  for  the  fame  ; 
draws  all  Eftimates  for  Proviiions  and  Supplies  to  be 
made,  and  all  Letters  and  Inftrudlions,  Commiffions, 
Deputations  and  Contracts  for  his  Majefty’s  Service ; 

■makes  all  Bills  of  Impreft,  and  Debentures  for  the  Pay¬ 
ment  and  Satisfaction  for  Work  done,  and  Provifions 
received  in  the  faid  Office  ;  all  Quarter  Books  for  the 
Salaries  and  Allowances  of  all  Officers,  Clerks,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  Office  ;  and  keeps  Journals  and  Ledgers 
of  the  Receipts  and  Returns  of  his  Majefty’s  Stores^  to 
ferve  as  a  Check  between  the  two  Accomptants  of  the 
Office,  the  one  for  Money  ;  the  other  for  Stores.  His 
Salary  is  five  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum ,  and  one  Hun¬ 
dred  Pounds  more  per  Annum ,  for  being  a  Check  on  the 
Store-keeper.  The  Bufinefs  under  this  great  Officer  is 
managed  by  fix  Clerks  in  ordinary,  of  whom  one  has 
pne  Hundred  and  eighty  Pound  per  Annum  ;  another  one 
Hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  per  Annum  ;  two  fixty  Pounds 
per  Annum  each  ;  one  fifty  Pounds  per  Annum ,  and  one 
four  Shillings  per  Day.  And  befides  he  has  under  him  a 
Ledger-Keeper  to  the  Out-ports,  and  a  home  Ledger- 
Jceeper,  who  haye  fixty  Pounds  per  Annum  each. 

The  Store-keeper  receiyes  into  his  Cuftody  all  his  Ma-  Store- 
jefty’s  Ordnance,  Munitions,  and  Stores  belonging  KeePen 
thereto,  and  indents  and  puts  them  in  legal  Security, 
after  they  have  been  furveyed  by  the  Surveyor  ;  any  Part 
of  which  he  muft  not  deliver  without  a  Warrant  figned 
by  the  proper  Officers  ;  nor  muft  he  receive  back  any 
Stores  formerly  ifiued,  till  they  have  been  reviewed  by  the 
Surveyor,  and  regiftered  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Ordnance 
in  the  Book  of  Remains  :  and  he  muft  take  Care  that 
whatever  is  under  his  Cuftody,  be  kept  fafe,  and  in 
fuch  Readinefs  as  to  be  fit  for  Service  upon  the  moft 
peremptory  Command.  His  Salary  is  four  Hundred 
Pounds  per  Annum.  And  has  under  him  three  Clerks  in 
ordinary ;  one  with  a  Salary  of  one  Hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds,  and  another  fixty  Pounds  per  Annum ,  and  fome- 
times  three  extra  Clerks  at  forty  Pounds  per  Annum 
each. 
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The  Clerk  of  the  Deliveries  draws  all  Orders  for  De¬ 
livery  of  any  Stores,  and  fees  them  duly  executed.  He 
alfo  charges  by  Indenture  the  particular  Receiver  of  the 
Stores  delivered  :  And,  in  order  to  difeuarge  the  Store¬ 
keeper,  he  regiiters  the  Copies  of  all  Warrants  for  the 
Deliveries,  as  well  as  the  Proportions,  delivered.  His 
Salary  is  four  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum ,  and  he  has 
tinder  him  one  Clerk  at  one  Hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 
per  Annum.  Another  at  feventy  Pounds  per  Annum ,  and 
fometimes  four  Clerks  extraordinary  at  forty  Pounds  per 
Annum  each. 

The  Treafurer  or  Pay-Majler  receives  and  pays  all  Mo¬ 
neys,  both  Salaries  and  Debentures  in,  and  belonging 
to,  this  Office.  The  Salary  is  five  hundred  Pounds 
per  Annum ,  and  he  is  affifted  in  his  double  Employment 
of  receiving  and  paying,  by  three  Clerks  in  ordinary,  one 
with  a  Salary  of  one  Hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  another 
with  fixty  Pounds,  and  the  third  with  fifty  Pounds  per 
Annum ,  and  fometimes  by  three  extra  Clerks  at  forty 
Pounds  per  Annum  each. 

In  this  Office  there  are  likewife  two  Proof-Maficers, 
who  have  twenty  Pounds  a  Year  each  :  a  Clerk  of  the 
Works,  who  has  one  Hundred  and  twenty  Pounds  a 
Year:  A  Purveyor  for  the  Land,  who  has  one  Hundred 
Pounds  a  Year  :  A  Purveyor  for  the  Sea,  who  has  forty 
Pounds  a  Year  ;  an  Architect,  who  has  one  Hundred 
and  twenty  Pounds  a  Year ;  an  Aftronomical  Obfervator, 
who  has  one  hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  and  forne  other 
Officers. 

In  the  Military  Branch  of  this  Office  is  a  Chief  En¬ 
gineer ,  who  has  five  Plundred  and  one  Pounds,  feven- 
teen  Shillings,  and  four  Pence  a  Year  :  A  Director, 
who  has  three  Hundred  and  fixty-five  Pounds  a  Year  : 
eight  Engineers  in  ordinary,  who  have  ten  Shillings  a 
Day  each,  and  eight  Engineers  extraordinary  at  fix  Shil¬ 
lings  a  Day  each  ;  eleven  Sub-engineers  at  one  Hundred 
and  feventy-three  Pounds  a  Year  each  ;  and  fixteen 
practical  Engineers  at  three  Shillings  a  Day  each. 

The  Mafler-Gunner ,  who  holds  his  Place  by  Patent, 
is  to  teach  ail  that  defire  to  learn  the  Art  of  Gunnery, 
and  to  certify  to  the  Mafter-general  the  Ability  of  any 
Perfon  recommended  to  be  one  of  the  King’s  Gunners, 
And  to  every  Scholar  admitted  to  learn  of  him  the  Art 

of 
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of  Gunnery,  he  adminifters  an  Oath  which  binds  him  not 
to  ferve  without  Leave,  any  foreign  Prince  or  State, 
and  not  to  teach  any  one  the  Art  of  Gunnery,  but  fuch 
as  have  taken  the  faid  Oath. 

As  for  the  Government  and  conducing  of  the  Army  The  War- 
it  is  in  the  War-Office.  In  which  all  Commillions  are  °^ice* 
difpatched,  all  Orders  and  Inftruclions  for  regulating  and 
dilpofing  of  the  Soldiery  are  ilTued ;  all  Complaints 
lodged  by  the  Military  Gentlemen  ;  all  Redrefs  is  to  be 
fought,  by  Way  of  a  Court-Martial  for  thofe  that  think 
themfelves  injured.  This  Office  is  under  the  Manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  who  has  under  him  a 
Deputy- Secretary,  a  firft  Clerk,  and  twelve  other 
Clerks. 

But  a  well  ordered  and  well  difciplined  Militia ,  or  Militia 
Trained-bands,  is  the  conftitutional  Strength  of  this  h°VVI'aTed. 
Kingdom,  and  efientially  neceflary  to  its  Safety,  Peace, 
and  Profperity  :  and  as  now  eftablifhed  by  Atft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  railed  out  of,  and  frofn,  the  feveral 
Counties  of  England  and  Wales ,  by  drawing  of  Lots, 
v/ith  Permiffion  to  provide  a  Subflitute,  according  to  the 
following  Numbers  of  private  Men  in  each  County, 

Etc, 


Bedfordfiire  finds  -  400 

Berk  fire  -  -  560 

Bucks ,  -  -  560 

Cambridge  fire ,  -  580 

Che/lerCity andCounty ,  560 
Cornwall ,  -  -  640 

Cumberland  -  -  V20 

Derbyshire ,  -  -  560 

Devon  fair  e  and  Exeter,  1600 
Dorfetjhire  and  Pool,  -  540 
Durham ,  -  400 

Effex ,  -  -  960 

Gloucejlerfire ,  7  /• 

Gloucejler  and  Brijiol ,  S  9  0 
Hereford ,  -  -  480 

Hertford ,  -  -  560 

Huntingdon ,  -  320 

Kent  and  Canterbury ,  960 

Lone  afire,  -  -  8  00 

Lciceflerfire ,  -  -  560 


Lincoln  City  andCoun- 


ty,  -  -  1200 

Dower  Hamlets,  -  1160 

Middlcfex,  reft  of  -  1600 
Monmouthfire ,  -  240 
Norfolk  and  Norwich,  960 
Northampton  fire,  -  640 


Northumberland,  4 

Nevjcafle\xponTynQ,f  360 
Berwick,  3 


Nottingham  County 
and  Town, 


Oxfordfire, 

560 

Rutlandfire, 

120 

Salop, 

640 

Somerfetfire , 

840 

Southampton  Town 
and  County, 
Staffordfhire  and 
Litchfield, 

]  960 

\  5^0 

Suffolk , 
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Suffolk ,  -  -  960  Brecknock ,  -  160 

Surrey ,  -  -  800  Cardigan ,  -  120 

Suffex ,  -  ~  800  Caermarthen  Town  ? 

Warwick  County,  \  ,  and  County  -  S  20a 

and  Coventry ,  J  ^  Carnarvon ,  -  "80 

Wejhnoreland,  -  -  240  Denbigh ,  -  -  280 

Worcejler  City  and  1  . ,  FHntJhire ,  -  -  120 

County,  -  5  5  Glamor ganjhire ,  -  360 

Wilts  »  -  800  Merionethjhire ,  -  -  80 

City  and  Weft  i  Montgomery^  -  240 

Riding,  -  5  4  Pembrokejhire  and  7  , 

Fir*  North  Riding,  -  720  Haver f or  d-Weff ,  5  It)0 

JVi  Eaft  Riding,  -  400  Radnor Jhire ,  -  -  120 

Anglefeay  -  -  80 

This  Militia  is  thus  officered.  The  Lieutenant  of  every 
County,  has  the  chief  Command  of  the  Militia  in  his 
County.  Thefe  Lieutenants  are  appointed  by  the  King: 
and  thefe  Lieutenants  appoint  Deputy-Lieutenants,  to 
the  Number  of  twenty,  or  more,  in  each  County,  if  fo 
many  can  be  found  qualified  with  an  Eftate  of  four  Hun- 
dred  Pounds  per  Annum  ;  and  give  Commiffions  to 
Lieutenant-Colonels,  and  Majors  qualified  with  an  Eftate 
of  three  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum ,  or  Heir-apparent 
to  fix  Hundred  Pounds  ;  to  Captains,  if  poiTefted  of  two. 
Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum ;  to  Lieutenants  poflefled  of 
one  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  ;  to  Enfigns  poflefled  of 
fifty  Pounds  per  Annum  ;  and  one  Moiety  of  the  faid 
Eftate,  in  all  thefe  Cafes,  lying  within  the  County. 
But  the  King  may  difplace  any  Deputy-Lieutenant,  (as 
was  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes  in  B uckinghamjhi re )  or  any 
other  Officer.  If  not  any  Officer  may  be  difeharged  at 
the  End  of  four  Years, 

There  is  no  more  than  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant, 
and  one  Enfign  allowed  to  eighty  private  Mep.  And 
the  Lieutenants  and  Deputy-Lieutenants  are  to  fettle  the 
Number  to  be  raifed,  in  each  Pjrifh,  within  their  re- 
fpedtive  Commiffions  $  and  caufe  thofe,  that  are  chofen 
by  Lot,  to  take  the  Oaths,  And  every  private  Man 
ferving  for  himfelf,  is  exempted  from  Statute  Work, 
from  ferving  Peace  or  Parifh  Offices,  or  in  the  regular 
Forces  ;  neither  is  he  obliged  to  ferve  again  ’till  it  comes, 
to  his  turn  by  Rotation  ;  and  married  Men  who  have  per¬ 
sonally  ferved  in  the  Militia ,  if  called  out  in  Cafe  of  In- 

vafiori 
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vafion,  or  Rebellion,  are  intitled  to  the  fame  Privileges  of 
fetting  up  Trades  in  any  Place  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire¬ 
land,  as  by  22  Geo.  II.  is  granted  to  Mariners  and 
Soldiers. 

Thefe  Men  fhall  be  formed  in  each  County,  into  Re-  Howform- 
.giments,  confifting  of  not  more  than  twelve,  nor  lefs  e£h 
than  feven  Companies  of  forty  Men  each.  And  the  Mi¬ 
litia  thus  formed  under  Commiffioned  and  Non-com- 
miffioned  Officers  to  each  Company,  are  to  be  exercifed 
once  every  Year,  on  Tuefday ,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  in 
Whit  fun  Week  in  whole  Regiments.  And  on  the  fcHt.  Mon¬ 
day  in  March ,  April ,  May,  June,  July,  Augujl,  September 
and  October,  they  fhall  be  exercifed  in  half  Companies. 

And  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  in  Companies.  Pro¬ 
vided  that  no  Man  fhall  be  exercifed  in  half  Company 
or  Company,  more  than  fix  Miles  from  his  own 
Houfe. 

In  Counties  where  the  Militia  do  not  amount  to  feven 
Companies,  they  fhall  be  formed  into  a  Battalion,  under 
the  Lieutenant,  and  one  Field-Officer,  one  Adjutant, 
who  fhall  be  a  Subaltern  in  the  Army,  a  Serjeant-Major, 
a  Drum-Major,  and  a  Cleric  fhall  be  appointed  them, 
and  they  fhall  be  exercifed  as  a  complete  Regiment. 

And  where  a  whole  Company  or  Half  a  Company  can¬ 
not  be  brought  together,  they  may  be  exercifed  in 
final ler  Numbers,  as  the  Lieutenant  or  Deputy  fhall 
direct. 

The  Arms  and  Cloaths  of  the  Militia  fhall  be  care-  Arms  and 
fully  kept  by  the  Captain  of  each  Company  in  Chefts,  Cloaths. 
provided  by  the  Parifh  where  they  are  depofited.  But 
the  King’s  Lieutenants,  or  the  Colonels,  may  feize,  and 
j-emoye  whither  they  fhall  think  proper,  the  Arms,  Cloaths 
and  Accoutrements,  when  necelfary  for  the  public 
Peace. 

It  is  fpecially  provided,  That  the  Militia  Men  are  to 
be  fubjedt  in  Military  Affairs  to  their  own  Officers ; 
and  in  Civil,  to  the  Civil  Magiftrate. 

In  cafe  of  adtual  Invafion,  or  upon  imminent  Dan-  When 
ger  thereof,  and  in  Cafe  of  Rebellion,  the  King  firft  obliged  to 
.notifying  the  Occafion  to  Parliament,  if  then  fitting,  or  marck* 
in  their  Recefs,  to  the  Privy-Council,  and  to  the  People 
by  Proclamation,  may  diredt  the  Lieutenants,  or  any 
three  Deputy-Lieutenants,  to  draw  out  their  Regiments, 

who 
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who  (hall  march,  by  his  Majefty’s  Order,  to  any  Part 
of  the  Kingdom,  under  the  Command  of  fuch  Generals, 
as  he  fhall  appoint,  receiving  during  the  Service,  the 
fame  Pay,  with  the  regular  Regiments  of  Foot;  and  the 
Officers  holdinp-  the  fame  Rank  with  the  regular  Officers 
of  the  fame  Denomination.  But  fhall  not,  on  any  Oo 
cafion,  be  compelled  to  go  out  of  the  Kingdom.  And 
in  cafe  any  Man  fhall  be  wounded,  he  fhall  be  intitled 
to  the  Holpital  at  Cheljea. 

This  is  making;  a.  great  Prog-refs  towards  fetting  a  na- 
tional  Militia  upon  a  refpe£table  Footing.  But  had  it 
been  eftablifhed  upon  the  firft  Propofal  of  raifing  60,000 
Men,  and  had  the  City  of  London ,  and  fome  other  char¬ 
tered  Places  been  obliged  to  conform  to  the  Miiitia  Aif, 
the  national  internal  Strength  would  have  increafed  in 
Proportion,  and  the  Train -Bands  not  have  been  fo  ufe- 
lefs  and  defpicable,  as  we  fee  thofe  in  London ,  &c.  where 
neither  Order,  nor  Difcipline  is  obferved  :  and  their 
Days  of  Exercife,  are  become  Days  of  Drunkennefs  to 
thetufelves,  and  of  Sport  and  Ridicule  to  the  Specta¬ 
tors. 

Having  given  the  true  State  of  the  Pepple  in  their 
feveral  Ranks,  States  and  Conditions,  we  fhall  now 
view  them  in  their  focial  Capacity,  as  Members  of  one 
polital  Body,  governed  by  Laws  under  one  Head,  and 
thereby  protected  in  their  Property  and  Perfons,  and 
made  fubordinate  and  ufeful  to  each  other. 


cThe  State  of  the  Laws. 

Laws  of  England  are  the  Meafure  of  the  Royal 
JL  Power,  and  the  Rule  of  the  Subjects  Obedience. 
By  thefe  Sovereigns  govern,  and  by  thefe  the  People  are 
maintained  in  their  juft  Rights,  and  kept  in  due  Sub- 
miffion  to  the  Powers  in  Being.  As  the  providential 
meeting  together  of  Mankind  in  one  Country  becomes  a 
great  Body  confiding  of  Head  and  Members  :  fo  the 
Laws  are  the  Sinews  to  tie  together  that  Head  and  Body, 
and  to  enable  them  to  a<ft  for  the  Benefit  of  each  other, 
and  without  which  they  would  be  at  continual  Vari¬ 
ances 
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ance,  and  preying  upon  one  another.  This  is  the 
Rudder  by  which  every  Common-wealth  is  fteered.  The 
Laws  are  the  Peoples’  Bulwark  to  keep  them  in  Safety 
and  Peace,  and  from  all  Injuftice  :  and  the  Sovereign’s 
Defence  and  Protection  againft  all  Diforders,  Difobedi- 
ence  and  Violence. 

Thus  the  Laws  are  an  eflential  Part  of  our  happy  EfTential  to 
Conftitution  ;  and  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that,  at  all  tirdes, 
the  cry  of  the  People  has  been  nolumus  Leges  Anglia 
mutari ,  i.  e.’  we  will  not  have  our  Laivs  changed ,  when 
arbitrary  Power  has  been  making  forcible  Incurfions 
upon  our  Liberty. 

We  fhall  principally  divide  the  Laws  of  England  into  How  divi- 
Common  and  Statute ,  and  give  fuch  further  Account  of  ded. 
the  Civil,  Canon ,  and  Martial  Laws,  as  fall  within  the 
prefent  State  of  this  Nation. 

The  Laws  of  England  have  in  them  this  Singularity,  Origin. 
That  they  are  not  derived  from  any  foreign  Legislations, 
either  Canon,  Civil,  or  other  :  but  they  are  fpecial  Laws 
appropriated  to  this  Kingdom  ;  and  belt  accommodated  to 
the  Genius  of  the  People,  and  the  Nature  of  our 
Government. 

The  Common  Lava  is  the  moft  general  and  ancient  Law  Tlie  Com_ 
of  England  ;  a  Law  eftabiifhed  not  only  beyond  the  Me-  mon  Law. 
mory  of  Man,  but  of  Records  alfo  :  founded  upon  the 
immutable  Light  and  Law  of  Nature,  agreeable  to  the 
Law  of  God,  requiring  Order,  Government,  Subjec¬ 
tion,  Protection,  &c.  containing  ancient  Ufages ;  and 
called  Common,  becaufe  it  was  the  common  Right  of  all 
the  People  ;  and,  therefore,  we  find  that  this  Law  is 
fometimes  called  Rectum  or  Co'mmon  Right ;  forafmuch  as 
it  is  the  belt  and  moft  common  Birth-right  of  Englijh- 
men ,  for  the  Safe-guard,  and  Defence,  not  only  of  their 
Goods  and  Lands  ;  but  of  their  Wives,  and  Children, 

Bodies,  Reputation  and  Lives  alfo. 

This  Common  Law  is  fometimes  called  Liberties ;  be¬ 
caufe  it  made  us  free,  and  preferves  our  Freedom ;  as 
witneffeth  Magna  Charta,  or.,  as  commonly  called,  our  Great 
Charter  of  Liberties g,  wherein  our  Rights  by  common  Law 
were  fummed  up  and  acknowledged  to  be  the  Birth-right 
of  the  Englijh. 

Hence  it  is,  that  we  find  the  Word  Cnjlom  is  taken  for 
the  Common  Law.  Thus  we  fay  the  general  Cuftom  of 

England 
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England  is  fynonimous  with  the  common  Law  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

Though  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  many  Things  might 
and  were  added  to  the  ancient  common  Laws  of  this  Na¬ 
tion  by  the  Saxons ,  Danes ,  and  Normans  ;  fo  that  in  eve¬ 
ry  Conqueft  there  were  fome  of  their  Cufioms  intermixed 
with  th'-  old  Laws.  It  is  as  certain  that  the  common  Laws 
of  England  were  fo  fitted  and  accommodated  to  the  Genius 
and  Difpofition  of  the  People,  and  were  fo  co-natural  to 
the  Nation,  that  it  was  not  in  the  Power  of  the  Con¬ 
querors  to  deprive  them  of  what  they  maintained,  as 
their  Birth-right.  And  with  a  great  deal  of  Reafon  :  be- 
caufe  the  Judgement  and  Reafon  of  this  Law  is  more 
certain  than  of  any  other  human  Law  in  the  World; 
not  only  in  regard  to  their  Wifdom  and  Policy  ;  but 
alfo  becaufe  this  Law  provides  for,  and  meets  with  ai- 
moft  all  Cafes  that  can  polfibly  fall  out  in  our  Common¬ 
wealth  ;  and  the  Grounds  of  it  are  fo  plain  and  clear, 
that  they  do  not  require  fo  many  Comments  or  Expla¬ 
nations,  as  other  Laws  ;  whofe  Multiplicity  of  Glolles, 
increafe  Doubts,  and  perplex  the  Underilanding.  Which 
is  confirmed  by  Sir  Edward  Cooke ,  who  writes,  “  That, 
“  if  all  the  Reafon  that  is  difperfed  into  fo  many  feve- 
“  ral  Hands,  were  united  in  one  ;  yet  could  he  not 
<c  make  fuch  a  Law,  as  this  Law  of  England  is  :  be- 
“  caufe  by  many  Succeffions  of  Ages  it  hath  been  fined 
<(  and  refined  by  an  infinite  Number  of  grave  and 
“  learned  Men  ;  and  by  long  Experience  grown  to  fuch 
“  a  Perfection  for  the  Government  of  this  Nation,  as 
“  the  old  Rule  may  bejuftly  verified,  Neminem  oportet 
“  effe  fapientiorem  Legibus ,  i.  e.  No  one  Jhould  conceit  himfelf 
“  to  be  wifer  than  the  Laws.”  And  by  King  James  i. 
who,  bred  under  the  Diftribution  of  the  Civil  Law  in 
Scotland ,  and  well  read  and  experienced  in  the  Laws  of 
Nations,  was  pleafed,  in  a  Speech  of  his,  to  declare, 
“  That  he  was  able  to  prove,  That  the  Grounds  of  the 
<c  common  Lav/  of  England  are  the  belt  of  any  Laws  in 
“  the  World,  either  Civil,  or  Municipial,  and  the  fit- 
“  teft  for  the  People  of  England.” 

It  will  not  be  neceffary  to  run  over  the  Particulars, 
which  would  prove  that  the  common  Law  of  this  Land 
is  grounded  on  the  Law  of  Nature  and  the  Law  of  God, 
which  are  the  Roof  and  Touch-ftone  of  all  good  Lawa: 

IK 
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But  it  is  worthy  of  Attention,  to  be  informed,  that  the 
the  Cuftoms  of  the  Realm  is  the  Ground  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery ,  King  s-Bench,  Common  Pleas ,  Exchequer ,  County 
Courts ,  Sheriff  Turn ,  Court  Baron,  and  Court  of  Pye- 
Powders ,  &c.  Some  Statutes  indeed  mention  thefe 
Courts :  But  there  is  no  Statute  or  Law  written  in  the 
"Laws  of  England,  that  mention  the  Commencement  or 
Beginning  and  firft  Inftitution  of  all  or  any  of  thefe 
Courts.  Which  Ground  and  Beginning  of  them  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  Cuftom  of  the  Realm.  Neither  can 
thefe  Courts,  and  their  Authority,  nor  their  Names  be 
altered  or  changed,  but  by  Parliament. 

It  is  a  Cuftom  to  be  obferved  in  all  Courts,  That  no  General 
Man  fhall  be  taken,  imprifoned,  diffeifed,  or  otherwife  Cuftom*. 
deftroyed  ;  but  be  put  to  anfwer  by  the  Laws  of  the 
Land.  And  all  Men  great  and  fmall  fhall  do  and  re¬ 
ceive  Juftice  in  the  King’s  Courts.  The  Laws  of  De- 
fcent  and  Inheritance  are  eftablifhed  by  Cuftom  on  the 
common  Law  of  the  Realm.  But  thefe  general  Cuftoms 
are  fo  well  known,  that  we  fhall  pafs  to  thofe  Cuf¬ 
toms,  which  are  peculiar  to  divers  Counties,  Cities,  Bo¬ 
roughs,  Towns,  Manors  and  Lordfhips,  and  in  fome 
Particulars  may  be  faid  to  differ  from  the  general  Cuf¬ 
toms  of  the  Realm,  or  Maxims  of  the  Law  ;  yet,  having 
been  ufed  and  allowed  Time  out  of  Mind,  without  law¬ 
ful  Interruption,  they  are  taken  in  fuch  particular 
Places  for,  and  have  obtained  the  F orce  of  Law. 

There  is  a  Cuftom  in  the  County  of  Kent,  called  Gavel* 
Gavelkind,  as  if  it  was  faid,  Give  all  Kind-,  which  hind, 
is  an  Exception  to  the  common  Law  of  Inheritance. 

For  by  this  Kentijh  Cuftom  all  the  Sons  are  Heirs  alike  to 
their  Father’s  Eftate,  and  inherit  in  the  fame  Manner 
as  Sifters,  Co-heirefles,  do  by  common  Law.  Again 
by  the  Cuftom  or  Wareham  in  the  County  of  Dorfet,  both 
the  Males  and  Females  have  a  Right  equal’y  in  the 
Partition  of  Lands  and  Tenements. 

There  is  a  Cuftom  in  the  City  of  London,  that  the  To  perpa. 
Mayor,  Recorder,  or  any  of  the  Aldermen,  being  a  Juf-  'date  Evi« 
tice  of  the  Peace,  may  take  the  Depofitions  of  any  Per-  fenCj  in 

#*  i  j  i  f  l  •  •  »  London. 

ion  produced  before  mem  in  perpetuam  rei  memonam,  on 
the  Behalf  of  any  Perfon  :  and  that  fuch  Depofitions  fhall 
be  recorded  th  re  to  perpetuate  the  Evidence  of  fuch 
Perfon  and  fueh  Depofitions  fo  taken  for  any  Perfon, 

and 
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and  given  there  in  Evidence,  fhall  be  good  Evidence  to 
a  Jury,  to  induce  the  Confcience  of  any,  and  to  enforce 
the  Truth. 

The  Manors  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Euborne,  in. the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Berks ,  have  this  Cuftom,  That  the  Widow  of  a 
Copyhold  Tenant  hath  her  Free-bench  in  all  his  Copy- 
hold  Lands,  while  fhe  continues  a  Widow  and  ckafte. 
But  if  fhe  be  guilty  of  Incontinence,  then  fhe  forfeits 
her  Widow’s  Eftate.  Yet  after  this  is  proved,  if  fhe 
come  to  the  next  Court  held  for  the  Manor,  ridino- 
backwards,  with  her  Face  to  the  Tail,  on  a  black  Ram°, 
with  his  Tail  in  her  Hand,  and  fay  the  Words  following, 
the  Steward  of  the  Manor  is  bound  by  the  Cuftom  of 
the  Lordfhip,  to  re-admit  her  to  her  free  Bench j  the 
Words  are  thefe, 

Here  I  am ,  riding  upon  a  Black  Ram , 

Like  a  Whore  as  I  a?n , 

And  for  ?ny  Crincurn  Gran  cum , 

Have  loji  my  Binchum  Banchum  ; 

And  for  my  Tail’s  Game , 

Am  brought  to  this  worldly  Shame. 

Therefore ,  good  Mr.  Steward , 

Let  me  have  my  Land  again. 

The  like  Cuftom  is  in  Force  in  the  Manor  of  Tor  in 
Devon/hire ;  at  Kilmerfdone  in  Somerfctjhire ,  and  fome 
other  Places  in  the  Weft. 

Blount  in  his  Account  of  ancient  Tenures,  records 
this  ancient  Cuftom  at  Colefnll ,  Waruaickjhire ,  That 
if  the  young  Men  of  the  Town  cart  catch  a  Hare,  and 
bring  it  to  the  Parfon  of  the  Parifh  before  ten  of  the 
Clock  on  Eafer  Monday ,  the  Parfon  is  bound  to  give 
them  a  Calve’s  Head,  and  a  hundred  of  Eggs  for  their 
Breakfaft,  and  a  Groat  in  Money. 

In  fome  Boroughs  it  is  the  Cuftom  for  the  youngeft 
Son  to  inherit  and  be  Heir  to  his  Father’s  Eftate, 
though  his  elder  Brothers  are  alive.  Which  Cuftom  is 
called  Burrough  Englifk  becaufe  it  is  faid  to  be  the  firft 
Method  of  inheriting  in  England.  And  in  the  Year- 
Books  there  is  mentioned  a  fpecial  kind  of  Burrough  En- 
glifo?  namely,  That  the  Eftate  fhall  defeend  to  the 
younger  Son,  if  he  be  not  of  the  Half-blood  j  and  if  he 
2  be. 
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be,  then  to  the  elcleft  Son.  And  within  the  Manor  of 
JB.  in  the  County  of  Berks ,  where  there  is  no  Son  left, 
the  eldeft  Daughter  does  only  inherit  her  Father’s  Eftate  : 
and  if  there  be  neither  Son  nor  Daughter,  then  the  eldeft 
Sifter  of  the  deceafed,  and  fometimes  the  youngeft,  in¬ 
herits. 

By  the  Statute  of  39  Eliz.  ch.  4.  Fidiers  are  declared  Minftrels 
to  be  Vagrants,  or  Rogues  :  but  by  a  fpecial  Provifo  in  "\Che(h:re 
that  A£t,  the  Fidiers  or  Minftrels  in  Chejhire ,  licenfed  by  by  JjJ 
'John  Dutton  of  Dutton ,  are  exempted  from  that  infamous  Dutton. 
Title,  in  refpedt  to  his  Right  by  ancient  Cuftom.  The 
Heir  of  which  ancient  Family,  in  the  14  Henry  VII.  be- 
ing  called  upon  by  a  Quo  Warranto^  to  Ihew  why  he 
claimed  all  the  Minftrels  of  Chejhire ,  and  of  the  City  of 
Chejier ,  to  appear  before  him  at  Chejier  yearly,  on  the 
Feaft  of  St.  John  Baptijl ,  and  to  give  him  at  the  faicl 
Feaft  four  Gallons  of  Wine  and  a  Lance,  and  each  Min- 
ftrel  to  pay  him  four  Pence  Halfpenny ;  and  why  he 
claimed  for  every  Whore  in  Chejhire ,  and  the  City  of 
Chejier ,  (Officium  fuwn  exercente)  four  Pence  yearly  at  the 
faid  Feaft,  Lawrence  Dutton,  Efq;  did  plead  Prefcription  ; 
and  his  claim  was  confirmed.  From  which  Time  the 
Heirs  of  the  Duttons  of  Dutton  peaceably  and  quietly  en¬ 
joyed  the  fame  Power  and  Authority  over  the  Minftrels 
of  Chejhire ,  and  kept  a  Court  every  Year  upon  the 
Feaft  of  St.  John  Baptijl ,  the  Fair-Day  at  Chejier , 
when  all  the  Minftrels  of  the  County  and  City  did  at¬ 
tend  and  play  before  the  Lord- of  Dutton ,  upon  their  fe- 
veral  Inftruments,  he  or  his  Deputy  then  riding  through 
the  City,  thus  attended,  to  the  Church  of  St.  John ,  in 
Cavalcade  with  many  Gentlemen  of  the  County  accom¬ 
panying  him,  and  a  Man  walking  firft  in  a  Sur-eoat  of 
the  Duttons,  Arms  painted  on  Silk.  Service  being  ended, 
the  Court  began  at  a  convenient  Place  in  the  City, 
where  old  Licences  were  renewed,  and  new  Licences 
were  granted  ;  none  prefuming  to  exercife  that  Faculty 
or  Way  of  Life,  in  that  County  and  City  without  his  Li¬ 
cence.  See  Placita  ap.  Cejirium  14  H.  VII.  43  Eliz. 
ch.  9.  Blount's  ancient  Ten.  p.  157,  158. 

The  Statute  Law  confifts  of  thofe  Laws,  which  have  Statute 
from  time  to  time,  fince  the  Beginning  of  Parliaments,  Law- 
been  added  by  the  Legiflature,  either  by  Way  of  Amend¬ 
ment  or  Explanation,  of  what  has  be?n  thought  either 

S  defeftive. 
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defedlive,  or  not  fufficiently  underftood  in  the  Execution 
of  the  Common  Law  ;  and  which,  in  fome  Cafes,  have 
introduced  new  Forms  of  Trial,  and  conftituted  and 
eftablifhed  Courts  not  known  to  the  Common  Laws  of 
this  Realm  :  fuch  as  the  Laws  of  Excife ,  and  their  Me¬ 
thod  of  Trial  without  Juries  ;  the  Law  of  Bankrupts  de¬ 
termined  by  Commiffioners  5  Courts  Martial ,  and  Courts 
of  Confcience,  or  Courts  of  Rcquefs ,  for  the  Recovery  of 
finall  Debts  ;  befides  the  extraordinary  Powers  given  to 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  by  the  Statute  Lav/. 

Civil  Law.  The  Civil  Law,  though  not  pradfifed  in  our  Courts 
at  TV fiminfur ;  yet  as  it  is  looked  upon  to  be  the  Law  of 
Nations ,  and  to  be  the  Produdt  of  the  Common  Reafon 
of  Mankind,  and  made  Ufe  of  in  moft  other  civilized 
Nations  as  their  common  Law,  it  has  been  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  proceed  by  this  Law  in  our  Court  of  Admiralty, 
in  the  fpiritual  Courts,  in  the  Earl  Marfhal’s  Court,  or 
Court  of  Chevalry,  and  in  our  Treaties  with  foreign 
Princes  ;  thofc  beinp-  Cafes  of  which  neither  the  Com- 

O 

mon,  nor  Statute  Law  can  take  any  Cognizance. 

Canou  Canon  Law  in  its  own  Nature  relates  merely  to  Reli- 

^avv"  gion  ;  and  confifts  of  Canon ,  injunctions  or  Rules  enacted 
by  general  Councils,  Popes,  and  fuch  Engliflo  Synods,  as 
are  confonant  to  holy  Writ,  and  not  repugnant  to  the 
Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  this  Realm,  whofe  Ufe  is  confined 
to  the  Spiritual  Court. 

Alterations  mu(t  not  here  be  underftood  that  the  Laws  of  Eng - 
in  ie  w.  jana 1  were^  or  p0{Iib]y  can  be  fo  perfedt  and  fixt  as  to  be 
unalterable,  Experience  teacheth  that  the  fame  Law  does 
not  fuit  every  Place  and  Generation  ;  and  that  no  Law 
fnould  be  allowed,  but  fuch  as  conduce  to  the  public 
Good  ;  the  very  End  for  which  all  Laws  are,  or  ought, 
to  be  made  :  Therefore,  we  have  feen  that  when  a  Law 
or  Statute  has  been  found  deftrudtive  to  thofe  Ends, 
for  which  it  had  been  enadted,  that  it  has  been  repealed 
and  abrogated  by  the  fame  Legiflative  Pov/er,  that  created 
the  Law.  For  it  has  been  found,  that  no  Laws  or 
Men,  how  tranfcendent  foever,  are  either  in  their  pre- 
fent  Times  fo  well  balanced,  or  againft  the  NecefSty 
of  emergent  Changes  and  Accidents,  fo  omnifciently 
provided  for;  but  there  will  need  fome,  either  Repeal, 
Mitigation,  or  Explanation  of  them,  and  to  fix  their 
true  Intent  and  Meaning ;  as  could  be  exemplified  in 

many 
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many  Cafes  of  great  Intereft  and  Confequence  to  this 
Nation. 

The  Laws  eftablilhed  are  executed  by  a  Lord  High  How 
Chancellor,  and  twelve  Judges  in  the  Courts  at  Wejlmin-  executed. 
JlcTf  and  by  Chancellors  and  the  Judges  of  inferior 
Courts,  according  to  the  Tenor  of  their  refpe&ive  Pa¬ 
tents  or  Grants  from  the  Crown,  or  the  Jurifdidlion 
claimed  by  Prefcription,  or  granted  by  Acts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

In  the  Court  of  Chancery ,  or  the  Court  of  Equity ,  Court  of 
in  which  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  prefides,  the  J  ud'?e  Chancery, 
is  inverted  with  a  Power  to  moderate  the  written  Law, 
governing  his  Judgment  purely  by  the  Law  of  Nature 
and  Confcience,  and  ordering  all  Things  according  to 
Equity  and  Juftice.  .  This  is  the  grand  Court  of  Equity 
and  Confcience,  inftituted  to  moderate  the  Rigour  of  the 
other  Courts,  that  are  bound  to  the  ftricSt  Letter  of  the 
Law. 

The  Jurifdidlion  of  this  Court  is  two-fold,  ordinary  Its  Turif- 
01  legal,  and  extraordinary  or  abfolute .  The  ordinary  Ju—  di£tion» 
rifdiftion  is  that,  wherein  the  Lord  Chancellor  is  bound 
to  obferve  the  Order  and  Method  of  the  Common  Eavj 
in  his  Proceedings  and  Judgment  :  in  fuch  Cafes  the 
Proceedings  are  filed  or  enrolled  in  the  P  etty-bag-Offce  : 

And  the  extraordinary  or  unlimitted  Power  is  that  Jurif- 
didtion,  which  the  Court  exercifes  in  Cafes  of  Equity, 
wherein  P.elier  is  to  be  had  by  Bill  and  Anfwer. 

The  ordinary  Court  holds  Plea  of  Recognizances  ac-  Proceed- 
knowledged  in  the  Chancery ;  Writs  of  Scire  Facias  ings. 
for  Repeal  of  the  King’s  Letters  Patents,  &c.  Alfo  all 
Personal  Aftions  by  or  againft  any  Officer  of  the  Court, 
and  of  feveral  Offences  and  Caufes  by  Add  of  Parliament  i 
all  original  Writs,  Commiffions  of  Bankrupts  ;  of  Cha¬ 
ritable  sj»es,  of  Idiots,  Lunacy,  OY.  are  iffued  from 
hence. 

The  extraordinary  Court  gives  Relief  for  and  againft 
Infants,  notwithftanding  their  Minority ;  for  and  againft 
manied  Women,  notwithftanding  their  Coverture.  All 
Frauds  and  Deceits,  for  which  there  is  no  Redrefs  at 
Common  Law,  all  Breaches  of  Truft,  Confidences  and 
Accidents,  as  to  relieve  Obligers,  Mortgagers,  OY. 
againft  Penalties  and  Forfeitures,  where  the  Intention 
was  to  pay  the  Debt,  are  here  remedied. 
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But  in  all  Cafes  where  the  Plaintiff  can  have  his  Re¬ 
medy  at  Law,  he  ought  not  to  be  relieved  in  Chancery. 
And  a  Thing  which  may  be  tried  by  a  Jury,  is  not  tria¬ 
ble  in  this  Court. 

The  Court  of  Chancery  will  not  retain  a  Suit  for 
any  Thing  under  ten  Pounds  value  ;  except  in  Cafes  of 
Charity;  nor  for  Lands,  CSV.  under  forty  Shilling  per 
Annum. 

In  this  Court  all  Patents,  moll  Sorts  of  Commiffions, 
Deeds  between  Parties  touching  Lands  and  Eftatea, 
Treaties  with  foreign  Princes,  are  fealed  and  enrolled. 
And  out  of  it  are  iffued  Writs  to  convene  the  Parliament 
and  Convocation ;  Proclamations  and  Charters,  CSV. 
do  alfo  pafs  through  this  Court. 

In  the  Court  of  Chancery  we  find  alfo  thefe  Officers, 
The  Majler  of  the  Rolls ,  M after s  in  Chancery ,  and  Six 
Clerks. 

The  Matter  of  the  Rolls  holds  his  Office  by  Patent 
for  Life,  and  is  an  Affiftant  to  the  Lord  High-Chancellor, 
in  whole  Abfence,  he  fits  as  Judge  in  the  High  Court 
of  Chancery.  At  other  Times  he  hears  Caufes  in  the 
Rolls  Chapel,  and  is  affifted  by  the  Matters  in  Chancery. 
But  all  Hearings  before  him  are  appealable  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  He  is  fummoned  to  Parliament,  and  fits 
next  to  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England ,  on  the  fe- 
ccnd  Woolpack.  He  keeps  all  the  Parliament  Rolls, 
and  all  Charters,  Patents,  Cornmiffions,  CSV. 

The  Mafers  in  Chancery  are  Affiftants  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  Matter  of  the  Rolls  during  Term-Time. 
To  them  is  committed  interlocutory  Reports,  the  Rating 
of  Accounts,  taxing  of  Cofts,  CSV.  and  fometimes  by 
way  of  Reference  they  are  impowered  to  make  a  final 
Determination  of  a  Caufe.  They  have,  Time  out  of 
Mind,  had  the  Honour  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in 
the  foie  Right  of  being  Affiftants  to  the  Lord  Chancel¬ 
lor,  and  Mafter  of  the  Rolls.  And  they  are  employed 
by  the  Lords  to  carry  their  Meffages  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  They  are  twelve  in  Number,  and  before 
them  Affidavits  are  made,  and  Deeds  and  Recognizances 
acknowledged. 

The  Six  Clerks  are  Officers  of  great  Account,  next  in 
Degree  to  the  twelve  Mafters  in  Chancery  ;  whofe  Bu- 
finefs  is  to  enroll  Cornmiffions,  Pardons,  Patents,  War- 
2  rants. 
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rants,  &c.  which  pafs  the  Great  Seal.  They  are  alfo 
Attornies  for  Parties  depending  in  the  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery  :  under  whom  were  fixty,  now  ninety  Clerks,  who, 
with  their  under  Clerks,  difpatch  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Office. 

Here  is  a  Clerk  of  the  Crown  alfo.  A  Place  of  great  Clerk  of 
Importance.  Who  in  Perfon,  or  by  Deputy,  is  obliged  t^ie  ^ro^n» 
conftantly  to  attend  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Keeper, 
upon  fpecial  Matters  of  State  :  and  he  hath  a  Place  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords.  His  Duty  is  to  make  out  all 
Writs  for  Ele&ions  for  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament, 
upon  a  Warrant  direfted  to  him,  on  the  Death  or  other 
Removal  of  a  Member :  and  he  makes  out  all  Commlf- 
fions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Goal  Delivery ,  Commiffions 
of  Peace,  Lfr.  that  are  to  pafs  the  Great  Seal.  All  Par¬ 
liament  Writs,  that  are  fent  from  the  Petty-bag  Office 
are  returned  and  kept  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  ;  fo 
that  the  Petty-bag  gives,  as  it  were,  the  Beginning, 
this  the  Continuance  and  Ending  to  Parliament:  And  thus, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  a£ts  in  three  Ca-  ; 
pacities  ;  before  the  Sitting  of  Parliament,  to  receive  Re¬ 
turns  of  Writs  :  in  Parliament,  for  ilTuing  of  Writs  ;  and, 
in  the  Lords  Houfe,  he  reads  the  Titles  of  Bills  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Sovereign. 

The  King’s  Bench ,  neverthelefs,  is  the  fupreme  Court  of  King’s 
Law  in  this  Realm  ;  and  is  fo  called  from  the  Saxon  ®ench* 
Word  Banca ,  a  Form  or  Bench  to  fit:  on,  and  from  a 
Cuftom  that  the  Kings  of  England  had  to  fit  on  the 
Bench,  at  the  Head  of  this  Court,  in  ancient  Times  : 

And  alfo  it  is  fo  ftiled,  becaufe  all  judicial  Records  are 
here  coram  Rege ,  or  in  Prefence  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King:  And  the  Writs  returnable  in  this  Court,  are 
returnable  before  Us  the  King  at  Wefminfler.  This 
Court  originally  was  called  Aula  regia:  becaufe  it  was 
kept  in  the  King’ s-Hall ;  ufed  to  follow  the  King’s  Court, 
and  was  removeable  at  the  King’s  Pleafure.  But  has  for 
many  Ages  been  fixt  and  fettled,  where  it  is  now  kept  in 
TVeJlmi  nfter-  Hall. 

This  Court  takes  cognizance  of  all  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  jts  jl]r^ 
or  of  all  Matters,  that  are  againft  the  Crown  and  Dignity  diction, 
of  our  Lord  the  King  :  and  thefe  Pieas  are  divided  into 
High  Treafon,  Mif-prifon  of  Treafon,  Petit  Treafon, 

Felony,  Rape,  Murder,  Cfc.  and  their  Accelfaries. 

S  3  .  Which 
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Which  Pleas  of  the  Crown  may  be  held  between  com¬ 
mon  Perfons  ;  as  an  Appeal  of  Murder,  Robbery,  Rape, 
Felony,  Mavem,  &c. 

This  Court  hath  not  only  Jurifdifbion  to  corredf  Er¬ 
rors  in  the  judicial  Proceedings  of  other  Courts  of  Record 
both  in  England  and  Ireland.,  (except  the  Common  Pleas 
in  Ireland ,  and  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  England')  but 
alfo  other  Errors  and  Mifdemeanors  extra-judicial,  tend¬ 
ing  to  the  Breach  of  the  Peace,  Oppreffion  of  the  Sub¬ 
jects,  or  railing  of  Fadlion,  Controverfy,  Debate  or 
any  other  Manner  of  Mif-government. 

This  Court  alfo  grants  Prohibitions  to  both  fpiritual 
or  eccleftaftical,  and  to  temporal  Courts,  to  keep  them 
within  their  proper  JurifdiCtions  ;  and  can  bail  any  Per- 
fon  for  any  Offience.  It  can  hold  Plea  by  Writ  out  of 
Chancery  returnable  here,  of  all  Trefpafies  done  by 
Force  and  Arms ,  of  Replevies,  ®hiare  Impeclit ,  forcible- 
Entry,  &c.  And  to  hold  Plea  by  Bill  for  Debt,  Deti¬ 
nue,  Account- trover,  and  Converfion ;  and  all  Sorts  of 
ACtions  upon  the  Cafe,  upon  Promifes,  Bargains,  &c. 
It  holds  Plea  of  fpecial  Nuiftmces,  and  all  other  perfonal 
ACtions,  Ejections,  &c.  It  frequently  proceeds  on  In¬ 
dictments  found  before  other  Courts,  and  removed  into 
this  by  Certiorari.  And  Writs  of  ®hio  Warranto  are  ifTued 
out  of  this  Court  againft  Bodies  corporate,  or  any  Party 
claiming,  or  exercifing  illegal  JurifdiCtion,  or  exceeding 
their  Charters  ;  and  Writs  of  Mandamus  for  reftoring 
Officers  in  Corporations,  Cfr.  unjuftly  turned  out,  or 
denied  their  legal  Admiffion,  and  alfo  for  relloring  Freemen 
wrongfully  disfranchifed. 

Errors  in  this  Court  of  King’s-Bench  cannot  be  re- 
verfed  but  in  Parliament,  except  in  fuch  Cafes,  as  are 
excepted  by  the  Statute  of  27  Eliz.  ch.  8.  and  31  Eliz. 

ch.  1. 

juftices  of  The  'Juftices  of  this  Court,  viz.  the  Chief  and  three 
thts  Court.  Puifne  Juftices,  are  the  Sovereign  Juftices  of  Cyer  and 
Terminer ,  Goal  Delivery,  Confervators  of  the  Peace,  &c. 
within  this  Realm,  and  the  Sovereign  Coroners  of  the 
Land.  The  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s-Bench ,  by  the 
Law  Books,  is  ftiied,  The  fupreme  Coroner  of  all  Eng¬ 
land.  And  fo  fupreme  is  the  JurifdiCHon  of  this  Court, 
That  if  any  Record  be  removed  into  this  Court,  it  can¬ 
not  be  remanded  back,  unlefs  it  be  by  Adi  of  Parliament. 

The 
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The  Bufinefs  of  this  Court  being  too  much  for  Dif-  Delagated 
patch  by  it  alone,  and  it  becoming  impoffible  to  determine  ^°"'rer  t0 
all  Caufes  cognizable  therein,  the  King’s- Bench  commit-  Courts, 
ted  or  delegated  Part  of  its  Power  to  other  Perfons,  and 
other  Places,  that  J'uftice  might  be  more  expeditiouffy 
adminiftered  to  the  People.  Thus  arofe  the  County- 
Court  for  the  Relief  of  a  whole  County  ;  the  Hundred- 
Court  for  the  Hundred,  and  the  Court  Baron  for  a  Town 
or  Lordfhip  ;  from  each  of  which  Court's,  there  lies  a 
Right  of  Appeal  to  the  King  s-Bench. 

The  Power  of  the  Judges  in  this  Court  is  original  and  Power  of 
ordinary-,  not  by  Commiffion  or  delegated.  The  Chief  ^ Judges. 
Judge  or  JvJlice  of  this  Bench  is  Piled  by  the  Records 
Aldermanus  totius  Anglia :  which  the  Normans  interpreted 
JuJliciarius ,  or  JuJliciary  of  all  England-,  whom  we 
now  call  the  Chief  fuftice  of  England. 

The  fubordinate  Officers  of  this  Courts  are  the  Clerk  clerk  of 
of  the  Croum ,  who  fits  at  the  Feet  of  the  Judges;  and  the  Crown, 
whofe  Office  is  to  frame,  read  and  record  all  Indictments 
againft  Traytors,  Felons,  and  other  Offenders,  arraigned 
or  indiCted  upon  any  public  Crime.  On  the  fame  Bench, 
on  his  Right  Hand,  fits  his  Secondary,  who  takes  Mi¬ 
nutes  of  all  Motions,  Orders,  &c.  moved  and  made  in 
Court  on  the  Crown  Side.  And  this  Clerk  of  the  Crown  Crown  Of- 
has  his  particular  Office,  called  the  Crown  Office  ;  in  fice- 
which  Informations,  Indictments,  c 'Sc.  for  Treafons,  Fe¬ 
lonies,  Batteries,  Riots,  Trefpaffes,  unlawful  AlTemblies, 
forcible  Entries,  Repair  of  Highways,  Nuifances,  &c. 
are  exhibited  and  entered. 

The  next  Officer  is  the  chief  Clerk  or  Majler  of  the  Mafter  of 
King’ s-Bench  Cffce ,  whofe  Seat  is  on  the  Left-hand  of  the  theKing’s- 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  ;  who,  or  his  Secondary,  or  Clerks  Eench- 
write  all  Pleadings  and  Declarations,  and  other  proceed- 
ings  upon  Record.  His  Secondary  is  obliged  to  attend 
the  Court  always  ;  becaufe  the  Judges  frequently  jefer 
to  him  feveral  Bufineffes  to  be  examined  ;  of  which  he  is 
to  make  a  Report.  He  alfo  figns  all  Judgments,  and 
taxes  Cofts  thereon  ;  and  alfo  upon  pojleas  after  Trials, 
and  in  other  Cafes.  And  he  gives  all  Rules  to  anfwer 
and  reply,  and  to  go  to  Trial  for  Provifo.  And  the 
Maflfer  of  this  Office  has  alfo  a  Deputy  that  figns  all 
Latitats ,  and  other  Writs  fignable  ;  who  confhr.tiy  at- 

b  4  tends 
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tends  his  Office,  and  has  the  keeping  of  Monies  as  fhall 
be  paid  into  Court. 

Cuftos  There  is  alfo  an  Officer  ftiled  Cuflos  Brevium ,  i.  e. 
Biewum.  %geper  0j~ .  Writs,  Gr  Warrants ,  whofe  Bufinefs  is  to 

file  all  original  Writs,  and  the  Writs,  wherein  you  pro¬ 
ceed  againft  any  Perfon  you  intend  to  fue.  He  has  feveral 
Clerks  ;  arnongft  whom  are  divided  the  feveral  Coun¬ 
ties  of  this  Realm,  in  Order  for  them  to  make  up  all 
Records  of  Nifi  Prius,  for  Trial  at  the  Affizes,  &c. 
In  this  Office  alfo  are  kept  the  Remembrances  of  all 
Records  ;  Writs  returned,  pa/leas  and  Writs  of  Error 
are  filed  ;  and  commons  Bails,  and  fpecial  Bails,  after 
being  accepted  by  the  Plaintiff’s  Attorney  are  filed  and 
recorded.  He  is  alfo  Clerk  of  the  Effoigns  and  Warrants 
of  Attorney. 

Clerk  of  The  Clerk  of  the  Rules  is  the  next  Officer  in  this  Court, 
the  .Rides,  who,  or  his  Deputy  muff  attend  the  Court,  and  take 
Minutes  of  all  Rules  and  Orders  (except  thofe  on  the 
Crown  Side)  made  in  Court  ;  and  he  muff  draw  them 
up  at  large,  and  enter  them  in  a  Book  for  that  Purpofe. 
He  alfo  reads  Affidavits  in  Court,  and  takes  Copies  of 
them,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

Clerks  of  Two  Clerks  of  the  Paper s,  who  have  the  Alphabet  di- 
tbe  Papers.  vjje(j  between  them.  They  draw  up  all  fpecial  Plead¬ 
ings  and  Demurrers  ;  and  by  Virtue  of  their  Office  give 
a  Rule  on  the  Side  of  the  Paper-Book,  to  the  Defen¬ 
dant’s  Attorney,  to  bring  the  fame  again  to  him  to  be 
entered  within  four  Days,  otherwife  Judgment  to  go  by 
Default.  Thefe  Clerks  always  attend  the  Court,  and 
read  the  Paper-Books  in  Court,  when  called  upon. 

Keeper  of  The  other  Officers  are  the  Keeper  of  the  Seal  and  Sign 
she  Seal,  of  the  Bills  of  Middlefex ,  who  keeps  a  Book  and  enters 
the  fame  therein :  The  Keeper  of  the  Files  of  Declara¬ 
tions,  with  whom  they  are  filed.  And  he  enters  the 
Plaintiffs  and  Defendants  Names  in  a  Book ;  where  an 
Attorney  makes  fearch  to  find  whether  a  Declaration 
Clerk  of  be  filed  or  no  againft  a  Man.  The  Clerk  of  the  Errors, 
the  .rnrois.  who  allows  all  Writs  of  Error  and  makes  fuperfedeas 
therein ;  and  does  tranferibe  and  certify  the  Records  of 
Clerk  of  fuch  Cafes,  as  the  Writs  of  Error  are  brought  upon,  in- 
the  Bails,  to  the  Exchequer ;  if  the  C'aufe  or  Aifion  be  by  Bill. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Bails ,  with  whom  the  Bails  Pieces 
P-'fteas^  written  on  Parchment  are  filed.  The  Clerk  of  the  Pojleas, 
Sic.  a'  who 
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who  receives,  marks,  and  files  them.  The  Clerks  of  the  Clerks  of 
Reme/nbrances  and  Dockets ,  with  whom  fearch  is  to  be  mem_ 
made  for  Entries  of  Judgments,  &c.  "Two  Clerks  of  the  brance. 
Treafury ,  where  the  Records  are  kept :  who  have  the 
charge  of  them,  and  make  out  Copies,  when  required  :  fury 
Phylifers  for  each  County  in  England ,  who  make  out  all  Phylifers. 
Writs,  wherein  it  is  intended  to  proceed  by  Original, 
and  fo  to  the  Out-lawry ;  except  the  Original  itfelf, 
which  is  to  be  made  by  the  Curfitor  of  the  County, 
where  the  Adlion  is  laid  :  The  Marfhal  of  the  King’s- 
Bench,  who  hath  the  Cuftody  of  all  Prifoners,  fued  in  this 
Court ;  and  who,  or  his  Deputy,  is  to  attend  the  Court 
every  Day  in  Term  Time,  to  take  Prifoners  into  Cuf¬ 
tody,  when  any  are  committed,  or  bring  them  to  Court, 
when  there  fhall  be  Occafion  :  A  Head  Cryer ;  two 
Under  Cryer s  ;  two  UJhers  ;  four  Tip- [laves  ;  and  a  Porter  0tjier 
to  bring  .Records,  G'c.  into  Court,  and  to  carry  them  fisers. 
away.  The  lafl  Officer  I  fhall  mention,  is  the  Keeper 
of  the  Seal,  who  feals  all  the  Writs  ifluing  out  of  this 
Court  with  green  Wax,  and  enters  the  Name  of  the 
Clerk,  that  is  fet  to  the  Back  of  the  Writs,  that  he 
feals,  into  a  Book  kept  for  that  Purpofe. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  is  fo  called,  becaufe  the  Court  of 
Pleas  among  the  Subjects  at  Common  Law  are  here  ar-  Common 
gued  and  tried.  It  is  the  Lock  and  Key  of  the  Common  ^eas‘ 
Law,  in  Common  or  Civil  Pleas  :  for  herein  are  real 
Adfions,  whereupon  Fines  and  Recoveries  (the  common 
AfTurances  of  the  Realm)  do  pafs ;  and  all  other  real 
Actions  by  original  Writs  are  here  to  be  determined. 

If  we  enquire  into  the  Origin  of  this  Court,  we  fhall  Origin, 
find  that  it  was  created  by  Cuftom,  beyond  the  Memory 
of  any  Hiftory.  It  is  the  King’s-Court ;  was  moveable 
and  followed  the  King’s  Refidence  :  but  has  been  fixed 
in  Wejlminjler  Hall,  by  the  Statute  of  Magna  Charta. 

All  Writs  returnable  into  this  Court,  are  returnable  Jurifdic- 
before  our  JuJlices  of  the  Common  Pleas  at  Wejlminjler :  tion . 
and  the  Jurifdidlion  of  this  Court  is  general,  and  ex- 
tendeth  throughout  all  England ;  and  further  this  Court, 
without  any  Writ,  may,  upon  a  Suggeftion,  grant  Prohi¬ 
bitions  to  keep  temporal,  and  ecclefiaftical,  or  fpiritual 
Courts  within  their  Bounds  or  Jurifdidtion,  without  any 
Original  or  Plea  depend. ng.  For  the  Common  Law, 

which 
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which  in  thefe  Cafes  is  a  Prohibition  of  itfelf,  ftands  in- 
ftead  of  an  Original. 

d  his  Court  confifts  of  a  chief  and  three  other  Jufices  : 
and  according  to  the  ftrift  Law  of  the  Land,  ana  ancient 
Cuftom,  all  Civil  Caufes,  as  well  real  as  perfonal,  fhould 
be  tried  iri  this  Court.  In  perfonal  and  mixed  Adlions, 
it  has  a  concurrent  Jurifdicfion  with  the  King’ s-Bencb, 
but  has  no  Cognizance  of  Pleas  of  the  Crown. 

This  is  the  Court  appointed  for  Serjeants  at  Law ,  or 
of  the  Coif  to  plead  in.  But  they  are  not  reftrained 
from  pleading  in  any  other  Court.  This  Serjeantry  is 
the  higheft  Degree  taken  at  the  Common  Law,  and  an- 
fwers  to  the  Degree  of  a  Doclor  of  the  Civil  Law. 
They  are  created  by  the  King’s  Writ,  commanding  them 
to  take  upon  them  that  Degree  therein  affigned  under  a 
great  Penalty.  And  as  no  judge  can  have  that  Honour 
confirmed,  till  he  has  taken  the  Degree  of  a  Serjeant  at 
Law  j  the  Judges  in  every  Court  where  the  Serjeants 
plead,  call  them  Brothers. 

Thefe  Serjeants  take  an  Oath,  fays  Coke ,  (2  Inftit. 
p.  214.)  as  well  and  truly  to  ferve  the  People  (whereof  the 
Party  accufed  is  one)  as  the  King  himfelf  and  to  minifer 
the  King  s  Matters  duly  and  truly  after  the  Cov.rfe  of  the 
Law  to  their  Cunning ;  not  to  ufe  their  Cunning  and 
Craft  to  hide  the  Truth,  and  deferoy  the  accufed,  if  they 
can.  They  are  obliged  by  the  Statute  of  kKefiminfler, 
1  Chap.  29  SedL  to  put  no  Manner  of  Deceit  or  Coilunon 
upon  the  King’s  Court,  nor  fecretly  to  confent  to  any 
fuch  Tricks,  as  may  abufe  or  beguile  the  Court,  or  the 
Party,  be  it  in  Caufes  civil  or  criminal,  under  Penalty 
of  fufFering  one  Year’s  Imprifonment ;  never  more  to  be 
admitted  to  plead  in  any  Court,  and  other  Penalties  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Grievoufnefs  of  their  Offences.  And  the 
ancient  Law  Book  called  the  Mirror  ofjifice ,  fays  (ch.  2. 
fedf.  4.)  “  That  every  Serjeant-pleader  is  chargeable  by 
“  his  Oath,  not  to  maintain  or  defend  any  Wrong,  or 
“  Falfehood  to  his  Knowledge  ;  but  fhall  leave  his  Cli— 
ent,  when  he  fhall  perceive  the  Wrong  intended  by 
“  bin:  :  alfo  that  he  fhall  not  move  or  proffer  any  falfe 
“  Teftimony,  nor  confent  to  any  Lies,  Deceits,  or  Cor- 
“  ruptiens  whatfoever  in  his  PleadingsT 

The  Actions  belonging  to  this  Court  of  Common  Pleas , 
come  thither  by  Original,  as  Arrefts  and  Out-lawries  ; 

or 
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or  by  Privilege,  or  Attachment  for  or  againft  privileged 
Perfons  ;  or  out  of  inferior  Courts,  not  of  Record,  by 
pone ,  recordari ,  accedas  ad  Curiam ,  writ  of  falfe  Judgment, 

Cfc. 

The  Officers  of  this  Court,  below  the  four  Judges,  officers, 
are  the  Cujlos  Brevium ,  or  Keeper  of  the  Writs,  or  War¬ 
rants,  who  is  the  firfi:  Clerk  ;  and  he  is  alfo  to  receive 
and  keep  all  Writs,  and  to  put  them  upon  Files,  every 
Return  by  itfelf.  And  he  is  alfo  to  receive  from  the  Pro- 
thonotories  all  the  Records  of  Niji  Prius ,  and  Pojieas  re¬ 
turned  thereon,  after  the  Verdicts  and  Judgments  are 
entered.  And  he  makes  entry  of  Writs  of  Covenant, 
and  the  Concord  of  every  Fine:  The  Chynographer ,  or 
Engroffer  of 'Fines  acknowledged  in  this  Court,  into  a 
perpetual  Record  :  The  Clerk  of  the  Treafury ,  who  is 
charged  with  the  Caftody  of  the  Records  of  this  Court, 
and  makes  out  all  Records  of  Nifi  Prius ,  is  paid  for  all 
Searches,  certifies  all  Records  into  the  King’ s-Bench, 
when  a  Writ  of  Error  is  brought,  and  makes  all  Ex- 
emplications  of  Records  under  his  Care.  He  has  a  Secon¬ 
dary  or  Under-clerk,  and  an  Under- keeper  :  The  Clerk 
of  the  Inrollments  of  Writs  for  Fines  and  Recoveries  : 

The  Clerk  of  the  Out-lawriesy  who  makes  out  the  Writs 
of  Capias  Utlegatum  upon  Return  of  the  Exigents 
brought  in  to  him  :  The  Clerk  of  the  Warrants ,  who 
enters  all  Warrants  of  Attorney  for  Plaintiff  and  Defen¬ 
dant,  and  inrolls  all  Deeds  of  Bargain  and  Sale  acknow¬ 
ledged  before  the  Judges  of  the  Court  in  Court,  or  be¬ 
fore  any  Judges  out  of  Court ;  and  he  eftreats  into  the 
Exchequer  all  I  flues,  Fines,  and  Americaments,  which 
any  way  grow  due  to  the  King  in  this  Court  :  The 
Clerk  ofEJoin,  who  keeps  the  Effoin  Roll  :  The  Clerk 
of  the  Superfedeas ,  an  Office  granted  by  Letters  Patent 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  England ,  who  makes  Writs  to 
fuperfede  the  Out-lawries  of  Perfons  outlawed :  The 
Clerk  of  the  furies ,  who  makes  out  the  Writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus  and  Dijiringas ,  for  the  Appearance  of  the  Juries, 
after  the  Jury  or  Impannel  is  returned  upon  the  venire 
facias :  The  Clerk  of  the  King's  Silver ,  to  whom  the 
Fine  is  brought  after  it  hath  been  with  the  Cujlos  Bre¬ 
vium  :  The  Clerk  of  Errors ,  who  makes  every  Superfedeas 
upon  Writs  of  Error,  and  tranfcribes  and  certifies,  into 
the  King’s  Bench ,  the  Tenor  of  the  Records  of  the  Caufe 

of 
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of  Adiion,  in  fuch  Cafes,  upon  which  fuch  Writs  of 
Error  are  brought,  there  to  be  adjudged  and  determined. 
The  Clerk  of  the  Proclamations:  Fourteen  Filazers  for 
the  feveral  Counties  of  England ,  fo  called  from  their 
putting  the  Writs  on  a  File,  upon  which  they  make  out 
Procefs.  They  make  out  all  Writs  and  Procefs  upon 
original  Writs,  ilTuing  out  of  the  Chancery,  returnable 
here.  They  enter  all  Appearances,  fpecial  Bails,  &c. 
Four  Exigenters ,  who  make  Exigents  and  Proclamations 
upon  the  Writs  of  P lures  Capias ,  brought  in  unto  them, 
in  order  to  proceed  to  an  Out-lawry  :  The  Sealer  of 
Writs  or  Warrants ,  the  fame  Duty  as  in  the  King’s  Bench  : 
The  chief  Proclamator  or  Cryer  :  The  Keeper  of  the  Court : 
Four  Tipflaves ,  fubftitutes  to  the  Proclamator  :  The  War¬ 
den  of  the  Fleet  Prifon ,  which  is  the  proper  Prifon  for  all 
Commitments  out  of  this  Court.  [See  Inns  of  Court  under 
the  Article,  City  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  fecond  Volume.] 

Of  Grand  and  Petit  Juries,  their  Power  and  Duty. 

The  Utili-  It  is  with  the  higheft  Regard  we  revere  the  Juftice  of 

ty  of  Ju-  thefe  Courts.  But  as  our  Law-Makers  in  ancient  Times 
lies>  forefaw  both  their  Dangers  from  the  Malice  and  Paf- 

fion  that  might  caufe  fome  of  private  Condition  to  accufe 
others  falfelyin  Courts  of  Juftice,  and  the  great  Hazards 
of  worthy  and  eminent  Mens  Lives  from  the  Malice, 
Emulation  and  ill  Defigns  of  corrupt  Minifters  of  State, 
who  might  not  fcruple  to  commit  the  moll  odious  of 
Murders  in  the  Form  and  Courfe  of  Juftice;  either  by 
corrupting  of  Judges,  as  dependent  upon  them  for  their 
Advancement,  or  hy  bribing  and  hiring  Men  of  depraved 
Principles  and  defperate  Fortunes,  to  fwear  falfely  againft 
them ;  they  made  as  prudent  Provifton,  as  perhaps  any 
Country  in  the  World  enjoys,  for  equal  and  impartial 
Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  in  all  the  Concerns  of  the 
Peoples’  Lives  :  that  every  Man  in  his  Station,  high  and 
low,  rich  and  poor,  Lord  and  Commoner,  might  be  in 
Safety,  whilft  they  lived  in  due  Obedience  to  the  Laws 
of  the  Land. 

Grand  Ju-  This  Provifton  is  a  Grand  Inquef,  or  Grand  fury.  For 
lies.  it  is  a  Fundamental  in  our  Conftitution,  that,  (unlefs  it 
be  by  Parliament)  no  Man’s  Life  fhall  be  touched  for 
any  Crime  wnatfoever,  fave  by  the  Judgment  of  at  leaft 
wenty-four  Men  :  that  is,  twelve,  or  more,  to  find  the 
Bill  of  Indictment,  whether  he  be  Peer  of  the  Realm,  or 

Commoner  ; 
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Commoner;  and  twelve  Peers,  or  more,  if  a  Lord  :  if 
not,  twelve  Commoners  to  give  Judgment  upon  the 
general  Iflue  of  not  guilty  joined  :  of  thefe  twenty- 
four  ^  the  firjl  twelve  are  called  the  Grand  Inqusjl 
or  Grand  Jury,  on  account  of  their  extenfive  Power  ; 
and  of  their  Number  being  more  than  twelve,  fome- 
times  twenty-three  or  twenty-five,  never  lefs  than 
thirteen  ;  twelve  whereof,  at  leaf!:,  mull  agree  to  every 
Indidfment,  or  elfe  it  is  no  legal  Verdidl.  The  other 
twelve,  in  Commoners  Cafes,  are  called  the  Petit  Jury ,  Petty  Ju 
whofe  Number  is  always  twelve.  The  Office  and  Power 
of  thefe  Juries  is  judicial;  They  only  are  the  Judges,  power, 
upon  whofe  Integrity  and  Underftanding,  the  Lives  of  all 
that  are  brought  into  Judgment,  do  ultimately  depend; 
from  their  Verdidl  there  lies  no  Appeal  ;  and  by  finding 
guilty ,  or  not  guilty ,  they  do  complicately  refolve  both 
Law  and  Faff. 

As  it  hath  been  the  Law,  fo  it  has  always  been  the 
Cuftom  and  Practice  of  thefe  Juries  upon  general  Blues, 
pleading  in  Cafes  Civil,  as  well  as  Criminal  to  judge 
both  of  the  Law  and  Fa£i.  Lord  Chief  Jullice  Vaughan 
in  BuJheF s  Cafe  fays,  “  That  thefe  Juries  determine  the 
“  Law  in  all  Matters  where  Blue  is  joined  and  tried  in 
“  the  principal  Cafe,  whether  the  Blue  be  about  a  Tref- 
“  pafs,  or  a  Debt,  or  Diffeizin  or  Affizes,  or  a  Tort, 

<£  or  any  fuch  like  ;  unlefs  they  fhould  pleafe  to  give  a 
“  fpecial  Verdidl,  with  an  implicit  Faith  in  the  Judg- 
“  ment  of  the  Court,  to  which  none  can  oblige  them 
“  again!!  their  Wills.” 

The  laft  twelve  mull  be  Men  of  equal  Condition  with 
the  Party  indidled,  and  are  therefore  called  his  Peers. 

So  that  if  it  be  a  Peer  of  the  Realm,  they  muft  be  all  fuch, 
when  indidled  at  the  Suit  of  the  King  :  And  in  the  Cafa 
of  a  Commoner,  every  Man  of  the  twelve  muft  agree  to 
the  Verdidl  freely,  without  Compulfion,  Fear  or  Threat, 
elfe  it  is  no  Verdidl. 

But  we  {ball  confine  ourfelves  more  particularly  to  the 
Nature  and  Power  of  the  Grand  Jury ,  and  there  fhevf 
how  much  the  Reputation,  the  Fortunes,  and  the  Lives 
of  Engiijhmen  depend  upon  the  confcientious  Performance 
of  their  Duty.  It  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  Government,  and  the  Security  of  Men’s  Lives 
and  Interefts,  that  fome  fhould  be  trufted  to  enquire  af¬ 
ter 
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ter  all  fuch  as  by  Treafons,  Felonies,  or  leffer  Crimes, 
diflurbed  the  Peace,  that  they  might  be  profecuted,  and 
brought  to  condign  Punifhment  :  and  it  was  no  lefs 
needful  for  every  one’s  Quiet  and  Safety,  that  the  Truft 
cf  fuch  Inquifitions  fhould  be  committed  to  Perfons  of 
Wifdom  and  Integrity,  indifferent  and  impartial,  that 
might  fuffer  no  Man  to  be  falfly  accufed,  or  defamed, 
nor  the  Lives  of  any  to  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  the  mali¬ 
cious  Confpiracies  of  Great  or  Small,  or  by  the  Perjuries 
of  any  profligate  Wretches. 

Our  Anceftors  likewife  thought  it  not  fit  to  truft  this 
grpat  Concern  of  their  Lives  and  Interefts  in  the  Hands 
of  any  Officer  or  Minifter  under  the  King,  or  in  any  Judges 
named  by  the  Sovereign,  nor  in  any  certain  Number  of 
Men  during  their  Lives,  left  they  fhould  be  awed  or  influ¬ 
enced  by  great  Men  ;  corrupted  by  Bribes,  Flatteries,  or 
Love  of  Power ;  or  become  negligent,  or  partial  to 
Friends  and  Relations  ;  or  purfue  their  own  Quarrels,  or 
private  Refentment  and  Revenge  :  But  this  Truft  of  en¬ 
quiring  out,  and  indidting  all  the  Criminals  in  a  Coun¬ 
ty,  is  placed  in  Aden  of  the  fame  County,  more,  at 
leaft,  than  twelve  of  the  moft  honeft  and  moft  fufficient 
for  Knowledge  and  Ability  of  Mind  and  Eftate,  to  be 
from  Time  to  Time  at  the  Seffions  and  Affixes,  and  all 
other  Commiffions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ,  named  and  re¬ 
turned  by  the  Sheriff  or  chief  fworn  Officer  of  the  Coun¬ 
ty.  And  fo  careful  have  our  Parliaments  been,  that  the 
Power  of  Grand  Inquefts  might  be  placed  in  the  Plands 
of  good  and  W'orthy  Men,  that  if  one  Man  of  a  Grand 
Inqueft,  though  they  be  twenty-three  or  more,  fhould 
not  be  Liber  &  legalis  Homo ,  or  fuch  as  the  Laws  (See 
Stat.  nHen.  IV.  and  Stat.  Weft.  2  ch.  38  fedf.)  require, 
and  dulv  returned  without  Denomination  to  the  Sheriff, 
all  the  Indidfments  found  by  fuch  a  Grand  Jury,  and 
the  Proceedings  upon  them,  are  null  and  void,  as  it  was 
adjudged  in  Scarlet’s  Cafe. 

This  Truft  and  Power  of  Grand  Juries  is,  and  ought 
to  be,  accounted  amongft  the  greateft,  and  of  moft  Con¬ 
cern,  next  to  the  Legiflative.  The  Juftice  of  the  whole 
Kingdom  in  criminal  Matters,  almoft  wholly  depending 
upon  their  Ability  and  Integrity,  in  the  due  Execution 
of  their  Office.  The  Honour,  Reputation,  Eftates  and 
Lives  of  ail  the  Nobility  of  England ,  are  fo  far  fubmit- 
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ted  to  their  Cenfure,  that  they  may  bring  them  into 
Queftion  for  Treafon  or  Felony  at  their  Difcretion  : 
Their  VerdiCt  muft  be  entered  upon  Record  againft  the 
greateft  Lords,  and  Procefs  muft  legally  go  againft  them 
thereupon  to  imprifon  them,  if  they  can  be  taken,  or  to 
out-law  them,  as  the  Statutes  direCt.  It  is  committed  to 
them  to  take  care  to  bring  capital  Offenders  to  pay  their 
Lives  to  Juftice,  and  Idler  Criminals  to  other  Punifh- 
ments,  according  to  their  feveral  Demerits.  The  Courts, 
or  judges,  or  Commiffioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ,  and 
of  Goal-delivery,  are  to  receive  only  from  the  Grand 
Inqueft  all  Capital  Matters  whatever,  to  be  put  in  Iffue^ 
tried  and  adjudged  before  them  by  the  Petit  Juries. 
The  whole  Stream  of  Juftice,  in  fuch  Cafes,  either  runs 
freely,  or  is  flopped  and  difturbed,  as  the  Grand  Inqueft 
do  their  Duty,  either  faithfully  and  prudently,  or  neg- 
leCt  or  omit  their  Duty. 

They  not  only  indict  Offenders,  but  it  is  their  Duty 
alfo  to  proteCt  the  Innocent  in  their  Reputations,  Lives, 
and  Interefts,  from  falfe  Acc-ufers  and  malicious  Confpi- 
rators.  They  are  to  fearch  out  the  Truth  'of  fuch  In¬ 
formations,  as  come  before  them,  and  to  reject  the  In¬ 
dictment,  if  they  think  it  not  fufficiently  proved  :  And 
if  they  have  reafonable  Sufpicion  of  Malice,  or  wicked 
Defigns  againft  any  Man’s  Life  or  Eftate,  by  fuch  as 
offer  a  Bill  of  Indictment,  the  Laws  of  God  and  Man, 
of  the  Kingdom  bind  them  to  ufe  all  poffible  Means  to 
difcover  the  Villany  ;  and  if  it  appears  to  them  (whereof 
they  are  the  legal  Judges)  to  be  a  Confpiracy,  or  malici¬ 
ous  Combination  againft  the  Accufed,  they  are  bound 
by  the  higheft  Obligations  upon  Men  and  Chriftians, 
not  only  to  rejeCt  fuch  a  Bill  of  Indictment,  but  to  in- 
didt  the  Confpirators,  and  their  Abettors  and  Affociates  ; 
agreeable  to  the  Stat.  42  Eh'z.  3  ch.  3  SeCt.  where  it  is 
enaCted;  “  That  to  efehew  the  Mifchiefs  and  Damages 
“  done  to  divers  of  the  Commons  by  falfe  Accufers, 
“  which  oftentimes  have  made  the  Accufations  more  for 
“  Revenge  and  fingular  Benefit,  than  for  the  Profit  of 
“  the  Prince,  or  of  his  People  ;  which  accufed  Perfons 
“  fome  have  been  taken,  and  fometimes  caufed  to  come 
“  before  the  King’s  Council  by  Writ,  and  otherwife, 
“  upon  grievous  Pain,  againft  the  Law ;  it  is  afterted 
“  and  accorded  for  the  good  Government  of  the  Com- 

“  mons, 
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44  mons,  that  no  Man  be  put  to  anfwer  without  Pre- 
44  fentment  before  Juftices,  on  Matter  of  Record,  &c. 
44  according  to  the  old  Law  of  the  Land ;  and  if  any  thing 
44  be  done  to  the  contrary,  it  (hall  be  void  in  Law , 
“  &c  ”  And  the  Statute  of  25  Elite,.  Ch.  3.  Seda  4. 
faith,  44  None  fhall  be  taken  by  Petition  or  Suggeftion 
44  made  to  the  King  or  to  his  Council,  unlefs  it  be  by 
44  Indidment  or  Prefentment  of  good  and  lawful  People 
44  of  the  fame  Neighbourhood,  where  fuch  Deeds  be 
44  done,  itfe.”  that  is  to  fay,  by  a  Grand  Jury. 

To  make  the  Grand  Jury  more  circumfped  in  the 
Execution  of  their  Truft,  they  are  obliged  to  take  the 
following  Oath; — 44  1  will  diligent  Enquiry,  and  true 
44  Prefentment  make  of  all  fuch  Articles,  Matters,  and 
44  Things,  as  (hall  be  given  me  in  charge  ;  and  of  all 
44  other  Matters  and  Things  as  fhall  come  to  my  Know- 
44  ledge,  touching  this  prefent  Service.  The  King’s 
44  Council,  my  Fellows,  and  my  own,  I  will  keep  fe- 
44  cret.  I  will  prefent  no  Perfon  for  Hatred  or  Malice  ; 
44  neither  will  I  leave  any  one  unprefen  ted  for  Favour 
44  or  Affection,  for  Love  or  Gain,  or  any  Hopes  thereof : 
44  but  in  all  things  I  will  prefent  the  Truth,  the  whole 
44  Truth,  and  nothing  but  the  Truth,  to  the  belt  of 
44  my  Knowledge,  fo  help  me  God.” 

It  is  undoubtedly  Law,  and  reported  in  Stile's,  44  That 
44  though  there  be  Witnefles,  who  prove  the  Bill  ;  yet 
44  the  Grand  Jury  is  not  bound  to  find  it,  if  they  fee 
44  caufe  to  the  contrary  the  Juries  being  the  only  ab- 
folute  Judges  of  the  Evidence  given  before  them.  And 
by  the  Premiffes  it  appears  that  they  are  ftrangely  mif- 
taken,  who  affirm,  that  it  is  not  the  Duty  of  a  Grand 
Jury  to  make  fo  ftridt  Enquiry  into  Matters  before  them, 
nor  to  look  for  fo  clear  Evidence  of  the  Crime  as  the 
Petit  Jury  ;  and  that  their  Indictments,  being  to  pafs 
a  fecond  Examination,  they  ought  not  to  indict  upon 
a  fuperficial  Enquiry  and  bare  Probabilities.  For 
fhould  either  of  thefe  Opinions  be  admitted,  their  Oath 
muft  be  broken,  and  the  Prejudice  to  the  Subject, 
would  be  equal  to  the  laying  afide  Grand  Juries  ;  there 
being  no  Difference  between  arraigning  without  a  Pre¬ 
fentment  from  them  at  all,  and  their  prefenting  upon  flight 
Grounds.  Befides  an  Oath  muft  be  as  obligatory  to  a 
Grand  Jury,  as  to  the  Petit  Jury.  Therefore  let  the 

Grand 
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Grand  Juries  faithfully  perform  their  high  Truft,  and 
neither  be  deceived  nor  frightened  from  their  Duty.  Let 
them  purfue  the  good  old  Way;  for,  no  Innovation  can 
be  brought  in,  that  will  not  turn  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
accufed  Perfon  and  themfelves.  Let  them  not  be  de¬ 
luded  with  frivolous  Arguments,  fo  as  to  invalidate  a 
confiderable  Part  of  the  Law,  and  render  themfelves  in- 
fignificant  Cyphers,  in  Expectation  that  Petit  Juries  will 
repair  the  Faults  they  commit.  When  a  Grand  Jury 
finds  a  Bill  againft  any  Perfon,  they  do  all  that  in  them 
lies  to  take  away  his  Life,  if  the  Crime  be  capital  : 
Therefore  it  is  ridiculous  for  them  to  pretend  they  rely 
upon  the  Virtue  of  the  Petit  Jury,  if  they  fnew  none 
in  themfelves.  They  have  no  Reafon  to  think  the  other 
Jury  fhould  be  more  tender  of  the  Prifoner’s  Matters, 
more  exact  in  doing  Juftice,  or  more  careful  in  exa¬ 
mining  the  Credit  of  the  Witnefies,  when  they  have  not 
only  neglected  their  Duty  of  fearching  into  it,  but  added 
Strength  to  their  Teftimony,  by  finding  a  Bill  upon  it. 
They  cannot  poffibly  be  exempt  from  the  Blame  of  con- 
fen  ting  (at  leaft)  unto  the  Mifchiefs  that  may  enfue, 
unlefs  they  ufe  all  the  honeft  Care  that  the  Law  allows 
to  prevent  them  ;  nor  confequently  avoid  the  Stain  of  the 
blood,,  that  may  be  fhed  by  their  Omiffion  ;  lince  it 
could  not  have  been,  if  they  had  well  performed  their 
Part,  before  they  found  the  Indictment,  whereby  the 
Party  is  expofed  to  fo  many  Difadvantages,  that  it  is 
difficulty  for  the  cleareft  Innocence  fometim.es  to  defend 
itfelf  againft  them.  But  when  one  and  the  other  Jury 
adt  as  they  ought,  with  Courage,  Diligence  and  Impar¬ 
tiality,  we  fhall  have  juft  Reafon  (to  ufe  the  Words  of 
Lord  Chancellor  Fortefcne )  “  to  celebrate  the  Law  that 
tc  inftituted  them,  and  to  congratulate  with  our  Coun- 
“  try-men  the  Happinefs  we  enjoy,  whilft  our  Lives  lie 
“  not  at  the  Mercy  of  unknown  Witnefies,  hired,  poor, 
“  uncertain,  whofe  Converfation  or  Malice  we  are 
“  Strangers  to;  but  of  Neighbours  of  Subftaace,  of 
tc  honeft  Report,  brought  into  Court  by  an  honeft 
•<c  fworn  Officer  ;  Men  who  know  the  Witnefies,  and 
<c  their  Credit,  and  are  to  hear  them,  and  judge  of  them  ; 

that  want  no  Means  for  difclofing  of  Truth,  and  from 
“  whom  nothing  can  be  hid,  which  can  fall  within  the 
“  Compafs  of  human  Knowledge. 
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The  Grounds  upon  which  Grand  Juries  are  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  giving  their  Verdibls,  are  either, 

i.  From  their  own  Knowledge :  and  fo  they  may  find 
an  Indictment  againfl  a  Perfcn,  though  there  is  not 
any  Witnefs  to  it,  and  a  Petit  jury  may,  in  like  Man¬ 
ner,  find  a  Perfon  guilty  of  a  Felony,  or  Murder,  where¬ 
of  he  {lands  indidted,  though  no  Witnefles  appear 
againfl  him  to  prove  it  ;  and  the  Reafon  thereof  is,  be- 
caufe  the  Juries  being  always  of  the  vicinage ,  the  Law 
fuppofes  they  may  know  the  Matter  of  their  own 
Knowledge ;  and,  therefore,  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  when  a. 
Jury  is  charged  with  a  Prifoner,  and  after  the  Indict¬ 
ment  read,  Witnefies  fail  to  appear,  the  Court  always 
fpeaks  thus  to  the  jury  :  Gentlemen ,  here  is  A.  \h.  Jiands 
inclined  of  fitch  a  Crime,  but.  there  are  not  anyJVitneffes  appear 
againjl  him ,  fo  that  unlefs ,  on  your  own  Knowledge,  you 
know  him  guilty ,  you  ?n'uft  acquit  him  :  And  certainly, 
if  the  Juries  Knowledge  of  a  Man’s  Guilt  is  enough  to 
condemn  him,  why  fhould  not  their  perfandl  Know¬ 
ledge  of  a  Prifoner  s  Innocence ,  or  of  the  IVitncffes  fwear- 
hig  faljly ,  be  fufficient  to  acquit  him.  2.  The  other 
Ground  upon  which  the  Grand  juries  are  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  is  Tfejlimony  of  TVitneJfes ;  and  this  is  called  Evi¬ 
dence,  becaufe  it  ought  to  be  fuch,  as  may  make  the 
Matter  clear,  manifefl,  plain  and  evident  to  the  jury, 
and  of  this  Evidence,  the  Jury  are  the  proper  and  only 
Judges;  therefore  they  ought  (according  to- their  Oath) 
diligently  to  enquire  into  the  Quality,.  Repute  and  Circutn- 
flances  of  the  Witnefles,  the  Probability  of  What  they  de- 
pofe,  and  whether  they  do  not  fwear  c-ut  of  Malice, 
Subornation,  Self-inter  eft.  Combination ,  or  feme  ill  Defgn , 
which  to  clifcover,  they  will  do  well  to  examine  them 
apart,  to  note  their  Variations,  and  Contradictions ,  to. 
a  Ik  them  fudden  Quejlions ;  and  what  Queftions  are  per¬ 
tinent,  not  the  Judges  but  the  Jury  only  can  deter¬ 
mine  ;  for  they  may  know  how  to  make  ufe  of  them 
towards  the  Difeovery  of  the  Truth,  though  the  judge 
do  not,  and  it  is  they  who  are  upon  their  Oaths,  not  he ; 
it  is  they  mud  fatisfy  their  own  Confciences,  the  fudge 
has  nothing  to  do  to  intermeddle,  he  is  bound  by  their  Ver¬ 
dict.  Let  WitneiTcs  be  as  pofitive  as  they  will,  yet  if 
the  Jurors  have  g-ood  and  reafonable  Grounds  not  to  be- 
lieve  them,  they  will,  they  rnujl  remain  as  ignorant  to 
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the  Party’s  Crime,  as  before ;  we  find  this  exprefsly 
aflerted  for  Law  in  Stiles’s  Reports,  Lib.  x  i ,  Though 
therfe  are  W'itneiTes  who  prove  the  Bill,  yet  the  Grand 
Inqueft  is  not  bound  to  find  it,  if  they  fee  Caufe  to  the 
contrary.  ,  So  Coke ,  lib.  6.  the  Judges  are  ufed  to  deter¬ 
mine  who  fhall  be  fworn,  and  vyhat  Tall  be  produced  as 
Evidence  to  the  Jury;  but  the  Jury  are  to  confider -what 
Credit  or  Authority  the  [ante  is  worthy  of.  If  a  Grand 
Jury  are  not  Judges  of  Evidence,  they  fignify  nothing, 
if  (as  fome  alledge)  becaufe  WitnefTes  Twear  defpe- 
rately,  though  the  Jury  do  not  believe  them,  they 
fhail  be  bound  to  find  the  Bill.  This  is  abfurd  in  the 
high  eft  Degree.  Were  this  admitted,  the  Grand  Jury 
fignify  nothing,  and  are  no  Security  to  preferve  Inno¬ 
cence. 

The  Enquiry  of  a  Grand  Jury  fhould  be  fuitable  to 
their  Title,  a  Grand  Enquiry  ;  or  elfe,  inft&d  of  fervin°- 
their  Country,  and  prefentmg  real  Crimes,  they  may 
opprefs  the  Innocent.  J 

The  judicious  Dalton  fays  well,  No  Iefs  Care  or 
Concern  at  all  lies  on  the  Grand  Jury,  than  does  on 
the  Petit  Jury  ;  People  may  tell  you,  that  you  ouGit 
to  find  a  Bill  upon  any  probable  Evidence,  for  it  is 
but  Matter  of  Courfe,  a  Ceremony,  a  Bufmefs  of  Form, 
only  an  Accufation,  the  Party  is  to  come  before  another 
Jury,  and  there  may  make  his  Defence.  But  if  this 
were  ail,  to  what  Purpofe  have  we  Grand  Juries  ? 
Why  are  the  wifeft,  and  beft  Men  in  a  County  (for 
fuch  they  are,  or  fhould  be)  troubled  ?  Why  are  they 
io  ftri&ly  fworn  ?  Do  not  flatter  yourfelves  :  you  of  the 
Grand  Jury  are  as  much  upon  your  Oaths  as  the  Petit 
Jury ;  and  the  Life  of  him  againft  whom  the  Bill  is- 
brought,  is  in  your  Hands.  Lord  Coke,  3  In/lit  37 
plainly  calls  the  Grand  Jurymen  all  wilfully  forfworn 
and  perjured,  if  they  wrongfully  find  an  Indictment! 
And  if  in  fuch  Cafe  the  other  Jury  through  ignorance 
Cfc.  mould  find  the  Perfon  guilty  too,  you  are  guilty 
of  his  Blood,  as  well  as  they.  But  fuppofe  he  is  ac¬ 
quitted  by  the  Petit  Jury  ;  do  you  think  it  nothing  to 
accufe  a  Man  upon  your  Oaths,  of  horrid  Crimes  ?  your 
very  doing  of  which,  puts  him,  though  in  every  refoedl 
nnocent,  to  Difgrace,  Trouble,  Damage,  and  Danger 
ox  Lne  ;  and  makes  him  liable  to  Out-lawfy,  Imprifon- 

^  2  rneixC 
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ment,  and  every  Thing  but  Death  itfelf ;  and  that  too** 
for  aught  you  know,  may  wrongfully  be  oceafioned  by 
it,  your  rafh  Verdidt  gaining  Credit,  and  giving  Autho¬ 
rity  to  another  Jury  to  find  him  guilty  ;  for  if  the  Petit 
find  a  Man  guilty  never  fo  unjuftly,  the  Law  fufFers  no 
Attaint  or  other  Punifhment,  to  lie  againft  them  ;  for 
this  very  Reafon,  becaufe  another  j  ury,  viz.  the  Grand 
Jnqueft,  as  well  as  they,  have  found  hirn\guilty.  If  a 
Grand  Jury  find  a  Bill  wrongfully  againft  a  Perfon, 
and  it  prove  never  fo  much  to  his  Damage,  he  has  not 
any  P„emedy  •,  for  being  upon  their  Oaths,  the  Law  will 
not  fuppofe  any  Malice.  One  of  the  Grand  Jury  cannot 
afterwards  be  of  the  Petit  Jury  ;  and  why  ?  Becaufe,  fays 
the  Law,  he  has  once  already  found  the  Party  guilty, 
and  if  he  fhould  not  again,  he  muft  perjure  himfeif. 
P  rom  all  which  it  appears,  what  a  Weight  and  Strefs  the 
Law  puts  upon  the  Verdidt  of  a  Grand  Jury,  and  it  is 
remarkable,  that  the  Law  directs  them  only  to  fay, 
either  Billa  Vera ,  it  is  true  ;  or,  Ignoramus ,  we  know 
not  ;  and  never,  that  it  is  not  true  ;  which  fhews,  that 
if  they  are  doubtful,  or  not  fully  fatisfied,  the  Indict¬ 
ment  muft  be  indorfed  not  Billa  Vera ,  we  know  it  is  true, 
but  Ignoramus ,  we  doubt  it ;  we  do  not  know  it,  we  are 
not  certain  it  is  true.  If  they  find  a  Bill  where  they 
ought  not,  they  wound  their  own  Confidences,  and  do 
an  irreparable  Damage  to  the  Party  ;  but  where  they  do 
not  find  the  Bill,  there  is  not  the  leaft  Injury  done  to  any 
one,  for  another  Indictment  may  be  brought  when  there  is 
better  Evidence. 

Amongft  other  Devices,  to  undetermine  the  Rights 
and  Power  of  Juries,  and  render  them  infignificant,  there 
has  an  Opinion  been  advanced,  that  they  are  only  Judges 
of  FaSt ,  and  are  not  at  all  to  confider  the  Lava,  fo  that 
if  a  Perfon  is  indicled  for  a  Fadl,  which  really  is  not  a 
Crime  in  itfelf  by  Law,  but  is  worked  up  by  Words  of 
Form,  as  treafonable,  feditioufly ,  &c.  if  the  Fail  is  but 
proved  to  have  been  committed,  though  thefe  Mucked 
Circumftances  do  not  appear,  they  fhall  be  fupplied  by 
the  Law,  which  a  Jury  are  not  to  take  notice  of,  but 
find  t'ne  Bill  for  bringing  in  the  Perfon  guilty,  and 
leave  the  Conftderation  of  the  Cafe  in  Law  to  the 
Judges  whofe  Bufinefs  it  is. 
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Thus  fome  argue,  but  it  is  an  apparent  T  rap,  at 
once  to  perjure  ignorant  Juries,  and  render  them  only 
1  go's  of  Gppreffion,  to  ruin  and  murder  their  innocent 
Neighbour  with  the  greater  Formality  ;  for  though  it 
be  true,  cnat  Matter  of  Fa5i  is  the  m-oft  common  and 
proper  Object  of  a  Jury’s  Determination,  and  Matter  of 
Law  that  of  the  Judges  ;  yet,  as  Law  arifes  out  of,  and 
is  complicated  with  Faft,  it  cannot  but  fall  under  the 
Jury’s  Confederation.  Littleton ,  Se<5t.  368.  teaches  us, 
that  the  Jury  may,  at  their  Election,  either  take  upon 
them  the  Knowledge  of  the  Law,  and  determine  both 
the  FaFt  and  Lava  themfelves,  or  elfe  find  the  Matter 
fpecially,  and  leave  it  to  the  Judges  ;  *  it  is  by  applying 
Matter  of  Fa£l  and  Law  together,  and  from  their 
due  Confideration  of,  and  right  Judgment  upon  both, 
that  a  Jury  brings  forth  their  Verdidf.  Do  we  not 
fee  in  mod  general  IfTues,  as  upon  Not  guilty  pleaded 
in  1  refpafs,  Breach  of  the  Peace,  or  Felony,  though  it 
is  Matter  in  Law,  whether  the  Party  is  a  TrefpafTer,  a 
Bleaker  of  the  Peace,  or  a  felon  ;  yet  the  Jury  do  not 
find  the  Fadf  of  the  Cafe  by  itfelf,  leaving  the  Law  to 
the  Couit,  but  find  the  Party  guilty ,  or  not  guilty  ge¬ 
nerally  ;  fo  that  though  they  anfwer  not  to  the  Quef- 
tion  fingly,  what  is  Law  ;  yet  they  determine  the  Law , 
in  ail  Matters,  where  lfTue  is  joined.  Is  it  not  every 
Day’s  Pra&ice,  when  Perfons  are  indidted  for  Murder, 
the  Jury  not  only  find  them  guilty,  or  not  guilty,  but 
many  times,  upon  hearing  and  weighing  of  Circum- 
ftances,  bring  them  in  either  guilty  of  the  Murder,  or 
elfe  only  of  Man-flaughter,  Per-mifiidventure,  or  fe  defen - 
dtndo,  as  they  fee  Caufe  ?  Befides,  as  Juries  have  ever  ' 
been  veiled  with  fuch  Power  by  Law,  fo  to  exclude 
them  from,  or  diffeife  them  of  the  fame,  were  utterly  to 
defeat  the  End  of  their  Inftitution.  For  then,  if  a  Per- 
fon  fhould  be  indidled  for  doing  any  common  innocent 
Av-i,  if  it  is  but  cloathea  and  difguifed  in  the  Indidlment 
with  tne  Lame  of  Treafon,  or  fome  other  high  Crime, 
and  proved  by  Witneffes  to  have  been  committed  by  the 
Party  accufed,  the  Jury,  though  fatisfied  in  Confcience, 
that  the  Fact  is  not  any  fuch  Offence,  as  it  is  called; 

.  *  Lord  Coke  agrees  to  this,  though  in  fpecial  Cafes  he  thinks 
it  hazardous  for  the  J my. 
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yet  becaufe  (according  to  this  Opinion)  They  have  no 
Power  to  judge  of  Law,  and  the  Fail  charged  is  fully 
proved,  they  fhould  be  bound  to  find  the  Party  guilty  : 
And  being  fo  found,  the  Judge  may  pronounce  Sentence 
ao-ainfc  him,  for  he  finds  him  a  convicted  Travtor,  &c. 
by  his  Peers  ;  and  fo  Juries,  fhould  be  made  meer  Pro¬ 
perties  to  do  the  Drudgery,  and  bear  the  blame  of  un¬ 
reasonable  Profecutions.  But  all  this  is  abfurd  and  ab¬ 
horred  by  the  Wifdom,  Juftice  and  Mercy  cf  our  Law. 

Jn  every  Inoidhnent,  Information,  Or.  there  are  cer¬ 
tain  Words  of  Courfe,  called  Matter  cf  Form,  as  malici- 
qujly ,  pditioujly ,  with  l'uch  and  fuch  an  Intention,  Or. 
And  thefe  are  fometimes  railed  by  a  A  ft  and  reafonable 
Implication  in  Law,  and  fometimes  are  introduced  meer- 
]y  to  raife  a  Pretence  or  Colour  of  Crime,  where  there 
is  reaiiy  none,  lo  tfiat  every  J  ury-rnan  ought  well  to  un¬ 
derfund  this  Difinilion ,  where  the  Add  or  naked  Matter 
of  Fail  charged,  is  in  itfeif  a  Crime  or  Offence  againft 
Law;  as  killing,  cf  a  Man,  levying  of  War  againft  the 
King,  Or.  there  the  Law  does  in  pleading  require,  and 
will  fupply  thofe  Words  ;  and  if  the  Jury  do  find,  and 
are  fatisfied,  that  the  Subfance  tf  the  Charge  is  fuch  a 
Crime ,  and  the  P  fon  guilty  thereof. \  they  are  bound  to 
find  it,  though  no  direct  Proof  be  made  of  thofe  Cir- 
cumftantials.  But  where  the  Add  or  blatter  of  Fail,  is 
.in  itfeif  innocent ,  or  indifferent,  there  the  Purport  of  thefe 
Words  [as  that  it  was  done  malicioufly ,  or  with  fuch  or  fuch 
a  Defign )  is  neceffary  to  be  proved :  for  ELSE  THERE  IS  NO 
Crime,  and  confequentiy  no  fit  Matter  to  be  put  to 
Trial.  In  which  Cafe  the  Grand  Jury  is  bound  in 
Confcience  and  Law,  to  return  an  Ignoramus ,  and  a 
Petit  Jury  to  find  Not  guilty. 

To  this  we  may  add,  by  way  of  Confirmation,  that  in 
a  fmall  Work  publifhed  in  1681,  intituled,  The  Security 
c/'Englifhmen’r  Lives,  or  the  TruJl ,  Power  and  Duty  of 
Grand  Juries  ^England  explained  according  to  the  Fun¬ 
damentals  of  the  Engliih  Government,  and  the  Declarations 
of  the  fame  made  in  Parliament  by  many  Statutes,  and 
which  though  then  publifhed  without  the  Author’s  Name, 
was  afterwards  publifhed  with  the  Name  of  Lord  Somers 
to  it,  p.  32.  of  the  fmall  Edition,  it  is  faid  “  No  Direc- 
«<  tions  can  be  legally  impofed  on  them  by  any  Court  or 
“  Judges.”  , 

Again 
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Again  p.  59,  the  fame  Author  fays, 

44  The  King’s  Intereft  and  Honour  is  more  concern- 
44  ed  in  the  Protection  of  the.  Innocent,  than  in  the 
44  Punifhment  of  the  guilty.  This  Maxim  can  never 
44  run  them  (the  Jurors)  into  ExefTes.” 

In  p.  9,  fpeaking  of  the  Petty  Jury,  he  particularly 
fays,  44  By  finding  Guilty  or  Not  guilty ,  they  do  com- 
44  plicately  refolve  both  Law  and  Faff.  And  in  p.  9, 
&  10,  • 

He  farther  faith,  44  As  it  hath  been  the  Law,  fo  it 
44  hath  always  been  the  Cuftom  and  Practice  of  thefe 
*4  Juries  (the  petty)  upon  all  general  I  {lues,  pleaded  in 
“  Cafes  civil  as  well  as  criminal,  to  judge  both  of  the 
44  Lazo  and  Faff.” 

My  Lord  quotes  Judge  Vaughan  as  to  -Juries  deter¬ 
mining  the  Lazo,  and  that  the  Court  cannot  oblige  them 
to  find  againji  their  f Fills. 

And  Sir  M.  Hale  in  his  Hift.  of  Law,  p.  140  fays,  that 
the  Juries  are  Judges  not  only  of  the  Fadt,  but  of  the 
Law.  Vide  Dr.  Ellis  on  Liberty ,  Part  2,  p.  29. 

Some  Jury-men  may  be  apt  to  fay — If  we  do  not  find 
according  to  Evidence,  though  we  have  Reafon  to  fufpedt 
the  Truth  of  what  the  Witneffes  fwear,  or  if  we  do 
not  find  as  the  Judge  directs,  zve  may  come  into  trouble , 
the  Judge  may  fine  us,  &c.  Mr.  Care  in  anfwer  juficiy 
fays,  this  is  a  vain  Fear.  No  Judge  dare  offer  any 
fuch  Thing,  you  are  the  proper  Judges  of  the  Matters 
before  you,  and  your  Souls  are  at  Stake  :  you  ought  to 
add  freely ,  and  are  not  bound,  though  the  Court  demand 
it,  to  give  the  Rcafons  why  you  bring  a  Verdict  in  thus, 
or  thus  ;  for  you  of  the  Grand  fury  are  (worn  to  the 
contrary,  viz.  Fo  keep  fc'cret  your  Fellows  Council,  and  your 
own.  And  you  of  the  Petit  Jury  are  no  way  obliged  to 
declare  your  Motives,  it  may  not  be  convenient,  it  was 
a  remarkable  Cafe  before  Chief  Juftice  'Ar.dcrfcn\  in 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  Time  :  A.  Man  was  arraigned  for  Mur¬ 
der,  the  Evidence  was  fo  ftrong,  that  eleven  of  the  Jury 
were  prefently  for  finding  him  guilty,  the  twelfth  re- 
fufed,  and  kept  them  fo  long;,  that  they  were  ready  to 
ftarve,  and  at  left  made  them  comply  with  him,  and 
bring. in  the  Prifoner  not  guilty.  '1  he  Judge,  who  had 
fcvcral  times  admoniflied  this  Jury-man  to  join  with  his 
Fellows,  being  furprized,  fent  for  him,  and  difeourfed 

T  4  him 
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him  privately,  to  whom,  upon  Promife  of  Indemnity,  he 
at  laft  owned  that  he  himfelf  was  the  Man  that  did  the 
Murder,  and  the  Prifoner  was  innocent,  and  that  he 
was  refolved  not  to  add  Perjury  and  a  fecond  Murder  to 
the  firft.  But  to  convince  every  one  that  a  Jury  is 
no  way  punifhable  for  going  according  to  to  their  Con- 
fcience,  though  againft  feeming  Evidence,  and  the  Rea- 
fons  why  they  are  not,  nor  ought  to  be  queftioned  for 
the  fame,  we  Ihall  here  recite  an  adjudged  Cafe,  viz. 
that  of  Bujhel ,  in  the  twenty- fecond  Year  of  Charles  II. 
reported  by  the  learned  Sir  John  Vaughan ,  whofe  Book 
was  licenfed  by  the  then  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  North ,  and  all  the  Judges  then  in  England. 
The  Cafe  at  large  fills  near  fifteen  Pages,  and  is  well 
worth  reading  :  But  we  mail  feledt  only  certain  P ullages 
from  it. 

The  Cafe  was  this  : 

Bulhel,  and  others  of  a  fury,  having  at  a  Sejfiqns  for 
London,  Sept.  1670,  acquitted  Pen  and  Mead  (two  Qua¬ 
kers  )  of  a  Trefpafs ,  Contempt-,  unlawful  Affembly  and  lu- 
mult ,  vjhereof  they  had  been  indicted ,  were  fined  forty  Pounds 
a  Man ,  and  committed  ’ till  they  Jhould  pay  it.  *.  Bufhel 
brings  his  Habeas  Corpus,  and  upon  the  Return ,  it  appeared 
he  zuas  committed ,  For  that ,  contrary  to  Law ,  and  againft 
full  and  clear  Evidence  openly  given  in  Court ,  and  againfl: 
the  Diredlions  of  the  Court  in  Matter  of  Law,  they  had 
acquitted  the  faidW.  P.  and  W.  M.  to  the  great  Objlruc- 
tion  ofjufiice ,  be.  which,  upon  folemn  Argument ,  was  by 
the  Judges  refolved  to  be  an  infuff cient  Caufe  of  fining  and 
committing  them ,  and  they  were  ddf charged,  and  afterwards 
brought  Actions  for  their  Damages.  The  Reafons  of  which 
Judgment,  are  reported  by  Judge  Vaughan ,  and  amongft 
them  he  ufeth  thofe  that  follow,  which  we  Ihall  give 
you  in  his  own  Words  :  One  fault  in  the  Return  is,  'That 

*  The  Tranflator  of  Fortefcue  in  his  Preface,  p.  13.  fays, 

“  The  Jury  was  treated  more  like  a  Pack  of  Felons,  than  a 
Jury  of  honeft  Men.  No  Jury  for  many  Ages  received  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Inftances  of  Difpleafure  and  Affront,  becaufe  they  preferred 
not  the  Humour  of  the  Court  before  the  Quiet  of  their  own 
Confciences,  even  to  be  efteemedas  perjured,  though  they  had 
really  been  fo,  had  they  not  done  what  they  did.  After  two 
Days  and  two  Nights  reftraint  for  a  Verdift,  they  were  in  the 
End  fined  and  imprifoned,  for  giving  it. 


the 
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the  'Jurors  are  not  faid  to  have  acquitted  the  Perfons  indicted 
againji  full  and  manifejl  Evidence.  Corruptly  and  know¬ 
ing  the  faid  Evidence  to  be  full  and  manifeft  againft  the 
Perfons  ind  icled  :  For  how  manifejl  foever  the  Evidence 
was ,  if  it  were  not  manifejl  to  them ,  and  that  they  believed  it 
fuch ,  it  was  not  a  finable  Faulty  nor  deferving  Punifhment  : 
upon  which  Difference  the  Laiv  of  punifbing  Jurors ,  for 
falfe  Verdicts ,  principally  depends. 

I  would  know  whether  ary  Thing  be  more  common ,  than 
for  two  Men  Students ,  Barrijlers ,  or  Judges ,  to  deduce  con¬ 
trary  and  oppofite  Conclufions  out  of  the  fame  Cafe  in  Law  ? 
And  is  there  any  Difference,  that  two  Men  fhould  infer 
difiind  Conclufions  from  the  fame  Tcjiimony  ?  Is  any  thing 
jnore  knovm ,  than  that  the  fame  Author ,  and  Place  in  that 
Author ,  is  forcibly  urged  to  maintain  contrary  Conclufions , 
and  the  Decifion  hard  which  is  in  the  right  ?  Is  any  thing 
more  frequent  in  the  Controverfics  of  Religion ,  than  to  prefs 
the  fame  Texts  for  oppofite  Tenets  ?  How  then  comes  it  to 
pafs ,  that  tvjo  Perfons  may  not  apprehend ,  with  Reafon  and 
Honefiy ,  what  one  Witnefs  or  many  fay ,  to  prove  in  the  Un¬ 
derfunding  of  one  plainly  one  thing ,  but  in  the  Apprcbenfion 
of  the  other ,  clearly  the  contrary  ?  Mufi  therefore  one  of 
thefe  merit  Fine  and  Imprifonment,  becaufe  he  doth  that 
which  he  cannot  otherwife  do,  preferving  his  Oath  and  Inte- 
/  gt'ity  ?  And  this  is  often  the  Cafe  of  the ■  Judge  and  the 

Jary- 

I  conclude  therefore ,  That  this  Return ,  charging  the 
Prifoners  to  have  acquitted  P.  and  M.  againji  full  and 
manifejl  Evidence  firjl ,  and  next ,  without  faying  that  they 
did  know  and  believe  that  Evidence  to  be  full  and  ma- 
nifeft  againji  the  inclined  Perfons ,  is  no  Caufe  of  Fine 
and  Imprifonment. 

In  the  Margin  of  that  fol.  142,  it  is  thus  noted  :  Of 
this  Mind  were  ten  Judges  of  eleven  ;  the  Chief  Baron  Tur¬ 
ner  gave  no  Opinion ,  becaufe  not  at  ihe  Argument. 

And  in  the  fame  fol.  he  faith.  The  Verdict  of  a  Jury , 
and  Evidence  of  a  Witnefs,  are  very  different  things,  in  the 
Truth  and  Faljhood  of  them  :  A  Witnefs  fwears  but  to  what 
he  hath  heard  or  feen  generally,  or  more  largely,  to  what 
hath  fallen  under  his  Senfes :  But  a  Juryman  fwears  to 
what  he  can  infer  and  conclude  from  the  Teflimony  of  fuch 
Witnefifes  by  the  Adi  and  Force  of  his  Underfianding,  to  be 
the  Fact  inquired  after  3  which  differs  nothing  in  Reafon, 

though 
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though  much  in  the  Punijhmeni ,  from  what  a  Judge,  old  of 
■ various  Cafes  confidered  by  him ,  infers  to  be  the  Law  in  the 
ffiueffion  before  him. 

If  the  Meaning  of  thefe  Words ,  finding  agaivf  the  Di¬ 
rection  of  the  Court,  in  Matter  of  Law ,  be ,  That  if  the 
fudge  having  heard  the  Evidence  given  in  Court ,  (for  he 
knows  no  other)  fall  tell  the  fury ,  upon  this  Evidence , 
the  Law  is  for  the  Plaintiff‘s  or  for  the  Defendants  and 
you  are  under  the  Pam  of  Fine  and  Imprifonment  to  find  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  the  Jury  ought  of  Duty  J'o  to  do ,  then  every 
Man  fees,  that  the  Jury  is  but  a  trouble  fame  Delays  great 
Charges  and  of  no  Ufe  in  determining  right  and  wrong  ; 
and  therefore  the  Trials  by  them  may  be  better  abolijhed 
than  continued ;  which  were  a  jlrange  new  found  Conclufions 
after  a  Trial  fo  celebrated  for  many  hundred  Years, 

It  is  trues  if  the  Jury  were  to  have  :n  other  Evidence 
for  the  Fait  but  what  is  depojed  in  Courts  the  Judge  might 
know  their  Evidences  and  the  Fad  from  its  equally  as  they , 
and  fo  diredi  what  the  Lraiv  were  hi  the  Cafe  :  Though  even 
thens  the  Judge  and  Jury  might  hone  fitly  differ  in  the  Rc~ 
fults  from  the  Evidences  as  well  as  tvjo  Judges  mays  which 
often  happen  ;  but  the  Evidence  wh  ch  the  Jury  have  of  the 
Fads  is  much  other wfe  than  that:  For ,  i.  Being  returned 
of  the  Vicinage  zvhere  $he  Caufe  of  Ad  ion  arffeib ,  the  Law 
fuppofeth  them  thence  to  have  fiufficieni  Knowledge  to  try  the 
Matter  in  iffuc  (and  Jo  they  muff  )  though  no  Evidence  were 
given  on  either  Side  in  Court ;  but  io  this  Evidence  the  Judge, 
is  a  Stranger. 

2.  They  mat  have  Evidence  from  their  oven  perjonal 
Knowledges  / y  tuhich  they  may  he  affured ;  and  femetimes 
ares  that  what  is  depofed  in  Court  is  abfolutely  falfe,  but  to 
this  the  Judge  is  a  Stranger  ;  and  he  knows  no  more  of  the 
Fad  than  he  hath  learned  in  Courts  and  perhaps  by  faife 
Depositions,  dnd  confequently  kfiows  nothing. 

3.  The  Jury  may  knovj  the  Witnejfes  to  be  ffigmatized , 
and  infamous,  which  may  be  unknown  to  the  Parties ,  and 
confequently  io  the  Court. 

To  what  End  is  the  Jury  to  be  returned  out  of  the 
Vicinage ,  where  the  Caufe  of  Action  arifeth  ?  To  what 
End  muft  Hundredors  be  of  the  Jury,  whom  the  Law 
fuppofeth  to  have  nearer  Knowledge  of  the  FaCi,  than 
thole  of  the  Vicinage  in  general  ?  To  what  End  are 
they  challenged  fo  fcrupuloufiy  to  the  Array  and  Poll  ? 
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To  what  End  muft  they  have  fuch  a  certain  Freehold 
and  be  probi  &  legates  Homines ,  and  not  of  Affinity  with 
the  Party  concerned  ?  To  what  End  muft  they  have,  in 
many  Cafes  the  View  for  exacter  Information  chiefly  ? 

To  what  End  muft  they  undergo  the  Punifhment  of  the 
villainous  Judgment,  if  (after  all  this)  they  muft  impli¬ 
citly  give  a  V erdidt  by  the  Didfates  and  Authority  of 
another  man,  under  Pain  of  Fine  and  Imprifonment, 
when  j worn  to  do  it  according  to  the  best  of  their 
own  Knowledge  ?  A  man  cannot  fee  by  another’s 
Eye,  nor  hear  by  another’s  Ear ;  no  more  can  a  Man 
conclude  or  infer  the  Thing  to  be  refolved  by  another’s 
Underftanding  or  R.eafoning  ;  and  though  the  Verdidt 
be  right  the,  Jury  give,  yet  they  being  not  allured  that  it 
is  fo,  from  their  own  Underftanding,  are  forfworn,  at 
leaft  in  foro  ConfcienticE. 

And  it  is  abfurb  to  fine  a  Jury,  for  finding  againft 
their  Evidence,  when  the  Judge  knows  but  Part  of  it: 

For  the  better  and  greater  Part  of  the  Evidence  may 
be  wholly  unknown  to  him  ;  and  this  may  happen  in 
moft  Cafes,  and  often  doth.  Thus  far  fudge  Vaughan. 

The  Court  of  Exchequer  is  anciently  derived  from  the  Court  of 
Normans ,  in  which  all  Caufes  touching  the  Revenue  0f^xc|ie' 
the  Crown  are  tried  :  of  which  Court  we  have  this  °lUei' 
Charadler  (in  the  Grand  Cufomary ,  Ch.  56).  I  he  Ex¬ 
chequer  is  “  called  an  Aftembly  of  high  Jufticiaries,  to 
“  whom  it  appertains  to  amend  that  which  the  Bailiffs 
<c  and  other  inferior  Juftices  have  amifs  done,  and  unad- 
<c  vifedly  judged,  and  to  do  right  to  all  Men,  as  from 
<c  the  Prince’s  Mouth.” 

Atits  firft  Inftitution  the  great  Barons  of  the  Realm  Its  Judges 

both  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  fet  there.  Hence  it  happens  •Ba" 

r 1  rons 

that  the  Judges  now  appointed  to  execute  the  Jurifdiction 
cf  that  Court,  ftill  retain  the  Name  of  Barons ,  who  are 
a  Chief,  and  three  others;  befides  the  Treafurer  and  the 
Chancellor. 

The  Authority  of  this  Court  is  cf  original  Jurifdidlion  jurlfdic- 
without  Commiffion.  Anciently  its  Authority  was  fotion. 
great,  that  it  was  held  in  the  King’s  Palace,  and  the 
Acfts  thereof  were  not  to  be  examined  or  controuled  in 
any  other  of  the  King’s  Courts  :  but  at  prefent  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  is  accounted  the  laft  of  the  four  Courts  at  Weft- 
mi  after , 


In 


iHE  present  state  of 

In  the  Exchequer  there  is  a  Court  of  Pleas,  a  Court 
of  Accounts,  a  Court  of  Receipts  ;  the  Exchequer  Cham¬ 
ber,  which  is  a  Meeting  of  all  the  Judges  on  difficult 
Matters  in  Law;  a  Court  of  Errors  in  the  Exchequer,  a 
Court  of  Errors  in  the  King’s  Bench,  and  laftly  a  Court 
of  Equity  in  the  Exchequer. 

The  Exchequer  for  Difpatch  of  Bufinefs  is  divided 
into  two  Parts  :  one  of  which  is  exercifed  in  the  judicial 
hearing  and  deciding  all  Caufes  relating  to  the  King’s 
Coffers,  formerly  termed  the  Exchequer  of  Accounts  : 
the  other  is  called  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer ,  as  being 
principally  employed  in  receiving  and  paying  of  Money. 
In  the  Court  of  Accounts  all  Sheriffs,  Bailiffs,  &c.  are 
to  account  :  and  in  the  Court  of  Receipts  the  Debtors  of 
the  King,  and  Perfons  in  Debt  to  them,  the  King’s 
'Tenants,  and  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Court, 
are  privileged  to  fue  one  another,  or  any  Stranger,  and 
to  be  fued  in  like  Actions  as  are  brought  in  the  Courts 
of  King’s  Bench  and  Common  Pleas. 

The  judicial  Part  of  the  Exchequer  is  a  Court  both  of 
Law  and  Equity.  The  Court  of  Law  is  held  in  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Pleas,  according  to  the  Courfe  of  common  Law, 
before  the  Barons  :  In  this  Court,  the  Plaintiff  ou<rht  to 
be  a  Debtor  or  Accountant  to  the  King;  and  the  lead¬ 
ing  Procefs  is  either  a  Subpesna  or  Ejuo  tninus. 

The  Court  of  Equity  is  held  in  the  Exchequer  Cham¬ 
ber  before  the  Treafurer,  Chancellor  and  Barons  ;  but 
generally  before  the  Barons  only  ;  the  Lord  Chief  Barons 
being  the  Chief  Judge  to  hear,  and  to  determine  all 
Caufes.  The  Proceedings  in  this  Part  of  the  Exchequer 
are  by  Englijh  Bill  and  Anfwer,  according  to  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  with  this  Difference, 
that  the  Plaintiff  here  muff  likewife  fet  forth  that  he  is  a 
Debtor  to  the  King,  whether  he  be  fo  or  not.  It  is  in 
this  Court  of  Equity  that  the  Clergy  exhibit  Bills  for  the 
Recovery  of  their  Tythes,  &c.  Here  the  Attorney-Ge¬ 
neral  exhibits  Bills  for  any  Matters  concerning  the 
Crown.  And  a  Bill  may  be  exhibited  againft  the  King’s 
Attorney-General,  by  any  Perfon  aggrieved  in  a  Caufe 
profecuted  againft  him  in  Behalf  of  the  King,  to  be  re¬ 
lieved  therein  :  In  which  Cafe  the  Plaintiff  is  to  attend 
on  the  Attorney-General  with  a  Copy  of  the  Bill,  and 
procure  him  to  give  in  an  Anfwer  thereto ;  in  the 

makin  g 
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making  of  which  he  may  call  in  any  Perfon  interefted  in 
the  Caufe,  or  any  Officer  or  others,  to  inftrudt  him, 
that  the  King  be  not  prejudiced  thereby,  and  his  An- 
fwer  is  to  be  put  in  without  Oath. 

All  penal  Punilhments,  Intrufion  and  Forfeitures  up¬ 
on  popular  Aftions,  are  cognizable  by  this  Court; 
where  there  alfo  fits  a  puifne  Baron,  who  adminifters 
the  Oaths  to  High  Sheriffs,  Bailiffs,  Auditors,  Receivers, 
Collectors,  Comptrollers,  Surveyors,  and  Searchers  of 
all  the  Cuftoms,  &c. 

In  this  Court  are  alfo  two  Chamberlains ;  three  Re-  Officers, 
membrances ;  the  King’s  Attorney-General  ;  a  Clerk  of 
the  Pipe,  who  has  under  him  two  Secondaries  and  fix 
Attorneys  or  Clerks ;  five  Auditors  of  the  King’s  Reve¬ 
nues  ;  a  foreign  Oppofer  ;  Comptroller  ;  Clerk  of  the 
Pleas;  Clerk  of  the  Tallies;  four  Tellers;  Cutter  of 
Tallies;  Writer  of  the  Tallies;  the  Chief  Ufher  an4 
four  Under  Ufhers  of  the  Court,  and  four  ordinary 
Meffengers. 

The  Judges  of  thefe  fuperior  Courts  are  twice  a  Year  Judges  of 
commiffioned  by  the  King  to  go  the  Circuits  (as  men-  Affize. 
tioned  before  on  Page  72,  &c.)  or  to  do  Juftice  in  every 
County  or  England.  Which  Circuit-Courts  are  proper¬ 
ly  called  JJfizes.  The  Bufinefs  of  which  Courts  is  to  Affizes 
try  all  Caules,  both  of  the  Crown-Side,  and  Niji  Priu r,  w  at’ 
by  a  Jury  of  twelve  Men,  choicn  by  the  Sheriff  of  each 
refpedtive  County.  Of  whofe  Duty  and  Power  we  have 
already  given  a  full  Account  on  Page  268,  &c. 

In  the  Trial  of  Criminals,  no  Nation  gives  the  Of-  Trial  of 
fender  fo  fair  a  Defence  as  in  England.  When  a  Crimi-  Criminals, 
nal  is  apprehended,  he  is  examined  before  a  Juftice  of 
the  Peace  ;  and  the  Evidences  againft  him  are  confront¬ 
ed,  and  give  their  Teftimony  upon  Oath.  Where  the 
Evidence  is  plain,  the  Juftice  commits  the  Criminal  to 
the  County  Goa!,  there  to  be  kept  for  Trial  either  before 
the  Juftices  at  Quarter  Seffions,  or  before  the  Judges  of 
of  Affize. 

Being  brought  to  the  Bar,  and  commanded  to  hold  up 
his  Hand  at  the  Bar,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  demands  of 
him  Guilty  or  not  Guilty.  If  the  Prifoner  anfwers  Guilty , 
nothing  remains  but  to  pafs  Sentence  upon  him.  If  he 
refufes  to  anfwer,  the  feverity  of  the  Law  is  to  prefs  him 
to  Death  ;  which  is  feldom  done.  But  the  common  Prac¬ 
tice 
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tice  is  to  anfwer  Not  guilty  ;  the  Law  of  the  Land  admit¬ 
ting  every  body  to  be  innocent  of  a  Crime,  till  it  be  proved 
upon  him  by  Witneffes,  who  are  upon  their  Oaths  ;  and 
if  their  Evidences  be  not  pofitive  and  clear,  the  Jury 
will  acquit  him. 

The  Judge  upon  the  Bench  fums  up  the  Evidence, 
and  if  there  happens  any  Matter  of  Law  to  arife  in  Fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Prifoner,  he  is  to  clear  the  Point,  and  to 
inform  the  Jury,  and  then  bids  them  difeharge  their 
Confcience  according  to  the  Evidence,  and  as  they  fhall 
give  credit  to  the  Evidences  before  them.  The  Jury 
having  confuited  amongft  themfelves  and  confid^red, 
the  Fore-man,  in  the  Name  of  all  the  Jury,  brings  in  the 
Prifoner  either  Guilty  or  Not  guilty  :  And  if  it  fhould 
chance  that  one  of  the  Jury  dies  in  the  mean  time,  the 
Prifoner  fhall  be  acquitted  ipfo  fafto.  Which  Verdidl  or 
Judgment  of  the  Jury,  is  in  all  Cafes  unalterable,  ex¬ 
cept  in  fome  doubtful  Cafes,  where  the  V erdict  is  brought 
in  fpecial.  in  which  Cafe,  it  is  left  to  the  Determination 
of  the  twelve  Judges. 

When  it  happens  to  be  the  Prifoner’s  unhappy  Fate  to 
he  convidied  and  found  guilty,  the  Judge  afks  him, 
lt  What  he  can  fay  for  himfelf  why  Sentence  of  Death 
“  fhould  not  pafs  upon  him  ?”  The  Prifoner  then  has 
an  Opportunity  to  move  for  an  Arreft  in  Judgment,  if 
he  can  produce  any  juft  Reafon  why  Judgment  fnould  not 
pafs;  fuch  as  want  of  Notice  of  Trial,  material  defeft  in 
Pleading,  or  when  the  Record  differs  from  the  Deed 
pleaded;  where  more  is  given  in  the  Verdicft  than  is  laid 
in  the  Declaration.  And  if  this  cannot  be  done,  the 
Criminal  may  plead  his  Clergy  ;  provided  it  be  the  hrft 
Fault,  and  the  Crime  within  the  Statutes  ;  which  faves 
his  Life,  and  makes  him  liable  to  be  only  burnt  in  the 
Hand. 

of  But  fhould  he  be  deprived  of  thefe  Means,  then  the 
n-  Judge  pronounces  this  Sentence  :  “  The  Law  is,  that 
“  thou  fli alt  return  to  the  Place  from  whence  thou 
“  cameft,  and  from  thence  to  the  Place  of  Execution, 
“  where  thou  fhalt  hang  by  the  Neck,  till  thy  Body  be 
“  dead  ;  and  the  Lord  have  Mercy  on  thy  Soul.”  Upon 
thefe  Words  the  Sheriff  is  charged  with  the  Execution. 

But  this  Sentence  differs  according  to  the  Nature  of 
the  Crime.  For  if  the  Prifoner  be  found  guilty  of  high 

Treafon, 
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Trqafon,  the  Sentence  runs  thus  :  44  Thou  (halt  be  car- For  High 
“  ried  back  to  the  Place  from  whence  thou  came,  and  rrealon* 
44  from  thence  be  drawn  upon  a  Hurdle  to  the  Place  of 
“  Execution,  and  there  thou  (halt  be  hanged  up  by  the 
“  Neck  :  and  (halt  be  cut  down  alive  :  and  thy  Intrails 
“  and  Privy  Members  (lvall  be  cut  from  thy  Body,  and 
44  burned  in  thy  fight  :  and  thy  Head  (hall  be  cut  off": 

“  and  'thy  Body  (hall  be  divided  in  four  Quarters,  and 
“  (hall  be  difpofed  of  at  the  King’s  Pleafure.  And  the 
44  Lord  have  Mercy  on  thy  Soul.”  Again,  if  the  Judg¬ 
ment  be  for  Petit-Treafon,  then  the  Sentence  is, 

“  That  he  (hall  be  carried  back  to  the  Place  from  For  Petit 
44  whence  he  came,  and  from  thence  (hall  be  drawn  Treal’on* 
44  upon  a  Hurdle  unto  the  Place  of  Execution,  and 
44  there  (hall  be  hanged  up  by  the  Neck  till  he  be  dead.”' 

If  for  Mil-prifon  of  i  reafon,  the  Sentence  is,  44  That 
44  he  (hall  forfeit  to  the  King  all  his  Goods,  Debts  and 
44  Dues,  and  his  Lands  during  his  Life,  and  (hall  be  per- 
“  tually  imprifoned  during  Life.”  But  in  Cafes  of 
High-Treafon,  Petit  Treafon,  and  Coining,  the  Sen¬ 
tence  upon  a  Woman  is,  that  (he  (hall  be  burnt. 

The  Execution  muff  be  according  to  the  Judgment 
duly  given  in  Court.  No  Sheriff  can  alter  the  Form  of 
it.  But  the  King  may  pardon  the  whole  Execution  ; 
and  in  fome  Cafes  he  may  pardon  a  Part  of  it.  Thus 
he,  RefpeSlu  Perfonce ,  can  change  hanging  into  beheading.  Beheading 
In  which  Cafe  the  King  in  Letters  Patents  directed  to  an  Aa  oi 
the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  recites  the  Attainder  ; 

44  Yet  we  (fay  the  Letters  Patents)  minding  to  dilpenfe  ' 

44  with  that  Manner  of  Execution  of  Judgment,  in  re- 
44  fpecl  that  the  faid  A.  B.  is  a  Nobleman,  do  therefore, 

44  by  thefe  Prefen ts,  remit  and  releafe  the  faid  A.  B.  off 
44  'and  from  fuch  Execution  of  Judgment;  and  inftead 
44  thereof,  our  Pleafure  is  to  have  the  Head  of  the  faid 
44  A.  B.  cut  off,  &c.  as  in  fuch  Cafes  has  been  ufed, 

44  touching  and  concerning  Noblemen,  lAc.” 

They  who  have  been  acquitted  by  the  Jury,  or  for 
want  of  Evidence  appearing  againft  them,  are"  immedi¬ 
ately  difeharged.  1  hey  that  have  been  found  innocent 
may  have  R.ecourfe  in  Law  againft  their  unjuft  Profecu- 
tors.  1  he  Witneffes  that  have  not  appeared  to  give 
Evidence  according  to  their  Recognizances,  mav  be  fued 
for  the  Penalty  of  their  Bond. 
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Again,  it  happens  that  fome  Prifoners  are  detained  in 
Prifon  till  the  Affizes,  (Ac.  only  upon  Suspicion;  but 
as  they  are  intitied  to  their  Liberty  by  Goal  Delivery, 
the  Clerk  makes  this  Proclamation,  “  A.  B.  Prifoner, 
“  Rands  here  at  the  Bar.  If  any  Man  can  fay  any 
“  Thing  againft  him,  let  him  fpeak  :  for  the  Prifoner 
<c  Hands  at  his  Deliverance.”  And  if  no  Evidence  fir  11 
then  appear  againft  him,  and  no  Writ  of  Detainer,  he 
fhall  be  difcharged. 

Befides  the  fuperior  Courts,  above  defcribed,  there  are 
a  great  Variety  of  other  Courts,  as  already  mentioned, 
which  are  divided,  in  general,  into  Courts  of  Record,  and 
Bafe  Courts. 

A  Court  cf  Record  is  that  which  hath  a  Power  to  hold 
Plea,  according  to  the  Courfe  of  the  Common  Law,  of 
real,  perfonal,  and  mixt  Adlions ;  where  the  Debt  or 
Damage  is  forty  Shillings. 

,  A  Bafe  Court ,  or  a  Court  not  of  Record,  is  where 
they  cannot  hold  Plea  of  Debt  or  Damage  amounting  to 
forty  Shillings  ;  or  where  the  Proceedings  are  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Courfe  of  the  Common  Law,  nor  in- 
rolled  5  fuch  as  the  County  Court ,  Hundred  Court ,  Court 
Baron,  &c.  Some  of  thefe  Courts  may  fine,  but  not 
imprifon  a  Perfon,  fuch  as  the  Court  Leet :  and  fome  can 
neither  fine  nor  inflict  Punifiiment ;  and  can  only  amerce  ; 
as  the  County  Court,  Court  Baron ,  &c.  But  the  Courts  of 
Record  at  JVcfminJhr  Hall,  have  Power  to  fine,  imprifon, 
and  amerce:  and  in  thefe  Courts  at  JVefminfer,  the 
Plaintiff  need  not  fhew,  in  his  Declaration,  that  the 
Caufe  of  Adtion  arifes  v/ithin  their  JurifdiCtion,  being 
general  :  but  in  the  inferior  Courts  it  muft  be  {hewn 
at  large ;  becaufe  they  have  peculiar  Jurifdidtions. 

Amongft  the  inferior  Courts  of  Record  at  this  Time, 
that  Court  of  SeJJlons  of  the  Peace,  held  four  times  a  Year 
in  every  County,  is  the  moil  eminent.  It  is  held  by 
two  or  more  juftices,  one  being  of  the  ffeiorimi  for  the 
Execution  of  the  Authority  granted  them  by  their  Com- 
miffion  and  feveral  Statutes,  whereby  they  are  autho¬ 
rized  to  hear  and  determine  Treipaffes  againft  the  public 
Peace,  (Ac.  Parifin  Settlements,  (Ac.  and  divers  Offences 
referred  to  their  Cognizance  and  Jurifdidtion  by  Statute. 

The  Bufinefs  in  thefe  Courts  being  done  by  a  Clafs  of 
Lawyers  called  Attornics  and  Sollicitors  (who  fue  out  Writs, 

or 
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Procefs,  declare  for  the  Plaintiff,  join  iffue,  and  carry  on 
the  Proceedings  at  Law  in  every  Caufe  and  Adtion  both 
for  Plaintiff  and  Defendant,  and  prepare  the  Matters  to 
be  litigated  for  the  Counfellors,  that  are  retained  to 
plead  in  thofe  Courts)  :  the  Legiflature  to  keep  out  bad 
and  ignorant  Practitioners  in  the  Law,  and  to  provide 
Ikilful  and  honefc  Attornies  and  Solicitors  for  the  future, 
paft  an  Aft  for  their  Regulation  in  2  Geo.  II. 

The  Bullnefs  of  the  other  Courts  will  be  feen  in  the 
following  Particulars  : 

The  Court  Baron  is  what  every  Lord  of  a  Manor  has  Court  Ba- 
a  Right  to  hold  within  his  own  Precinfts.  This  Court  ron- 
muft  be  held  by  Prefcription,  and  is  of  two  Kinds,  viz. 
by  common  Law,  and  by  Cuftotn  :  the  former  is  where 
the  Barons,  or  Free-holders,  being  Suitors,  are  thejudges  : 
the  other  is  where  the  Lord,  or  his  Steward,  is  the  Judge. 

All  the  Tenants  belonging  to  the  Manor  are  fum- 
moned  to  this  Court,  where  Part  of  them  are  fworn  for  a 
* Jury ,  which  is  called  the  Homage.  The  Steward  or 
Judge  diredts  this  Jury  to  enquire  principally  of  Copy- 
holders  and  Free-holders  deceafed  fince  the  laft  Court, 
and  bring  in  their  next  Heirs  ;  alfo  of  any  Incroachment 
or  Intruhon  of  any  Tenant.  And  they  may  likewife 
here  make  Orders  or  Laws  among  themfelves  with  a  Pe¬ 
nalty  for  Trangreffors,  payable  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor. 

The  Court  Leet  is  ordained  for  the  Punifhment  of  Of-  CourtLeet- 
fences  under  High  Treafon.  But  though  it  propeidy 
belongs  to  Lords  of  Manors,  it  is  not  every  Manor  that 
has  the  Privilege  and  Credit  of  this  Court,  otherwife 
called  View  of  Fravk-Pledge  ;  no  Subject  being  entrufted 
with  this  Power,  but  fuch  as  were  in  Favour  with  the 
King,  or  whom  he  had  a  great  Confidence  in.  For 
wherever  this  Court  is  kept,  it  is  reputed  to  be  the  King’s 
Court ;  becaufe  its  Authority  is  derived  from  the  Crown. 

This  Court  is  kept  twice  a  Year,  at  certain  Times  : 

And  in  it  all,  who  live  within  the  Homage,  are  called  to 
fwear  Fidelity  :  enquiry  is  made  of  Riots,  Blood-fhed  and 
private  Confpiracies  ;  and  of  bad  Weights  and  Meafures. 

Court  of  Confcience  is  to  determine  Matters  in  all  Cafes  Court  of 
where  the  Debt  or  Damage  is  under  forty  Shillings.  This  Confci- 
Court,  wherever  eftablilhed,  is  under  the  Sanction  of  Par-  e,ice* 
liament,  and  intended  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  fo  far  as  to 
recover  their  Debts,  and  to  pay  their  own  upon  eafy  Terms, 
or  Inftalments  fuitable  to  their  refpective  Circumfhtnces. 
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The  firft  of  thefe  Courts  was  called  a  Court  of  Requejhy 
and  inftituted  by  an  A£t  of  Common  Council,  in  London , 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  and  fince  confirmed  by 
feveral  Adis  of  Parliament.  The  Judges  of  this  Court 
are  three  or  more  fubftantial  and  credible  Houfe-keepers 
within  the  Divifion,  who  have  Power  to  adminifter  an 
Oath  to  the  Creditor,  to  examine  Witneffes,  and  to 
make  fuch  Order  between  Plaintiff  and  Defendant,  the 
Creditor  and  Debtor,  as  they  think  moft  agreeable  to 
Equity  and  Confcience.  If  the  Debtor  negledts  Payment 
of  fuch  Proportions  of  his  Debt,  as  they  {hall  judge  to 
be  in  his  Power  ;  he  may  be  ferved  with  an  Execution, 
and  carried  to  Prifon  ;  or  if  the  Perfon  cannot  be  found, 
his  Goods  may  be  feized  :  and  if  he  does  not  appear  on 
the  fecond  Court  Day  after  the  Summons,  an  Attach¬ 
ment  may  be  awarded  againft  him. 

If  a  Citizen  of  London  be  arrefted  for  a  Debt  under 
forty  Shillings,  this  Court  will  grant  a  Summons  for  the 
Plantiff  in  the  Adtion,  and  oblige  the  Defendant  to  pay 
the  Plaintiff  his  Cofts,  and  fufpend  the  Attorney  that 
dares  to  difobey  the  Orders  of  their  Court.  And  where- 
ever  a  Court  of  Requejls  is  eftablifhed,  the  Plaintiff,  in  all 
Adlions  for  a  Debt  under  forty  Shillings,  becomes  non- 
fuited. 

Court  Martial  is  a  peculiar  Jurifdidlion,  grown  up 
with  the  Army,  and  inftituted  for  the  puniftnng  Offences  of 
Officers  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors  ; 
and  whofe  Powers  are  regulated  by  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and 
the  feveral  Statutes  for  encouraging  and  manning  the 
Navy.  Thefe  Courts  are  authorifed  by  Commiffion 
from  the  King,  have  a  Judge- Advocate,  but  do  not  try 
by  Juries.  Their  Sentence  muft  be  confirmed  by  the 
King,  except  in  Cafes  when  Neceffity  requires  imme¬ 
diate  Redrefs  and  Punifhment  on  board  his  Majefty’s  Fleet. 

The  Sheriff  holds  two  Courts  ;  one  called  the  County 
Court ,  the  other,  the  Sheriff’s  Rum. 

Rhe  County  Court  is  held  Monthly,  either  by  the  She¬ 
riff,  or  his  Under  Sheriff,  to  hear  and  determine  Civil 
Caufes  of  the  County,  under  forty  Shillings  5  but  it  is 
not  a  Court  of  Record. 

The  Sheriff’s  Rum  is  the  King’s  Leet  throughout  all 
the  County  ;  in  which  Enquiry  is  made  of  all  criminal 
Offences-  againft  the  Common  Law  ;  where  the  Sheriff  is 
not  reftrained  by  Statute  Law ;  and  this  Court  is  held 

twice 
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twice  a  Year;  once  after  Eafer,  and  again  after  J the 
Feaft  of  St.  Michael.  But  all  Peers  of  the  Realm,  Cler¬ 
gymen,  and  fuch  as  keep  Courts  of  their  own,  are  ex¬ 
empted  from  its  Jurifdicfion. 

We  fhall  now  pafs  to  the  Spiritual  Courts  of  this  Na-  Spiritual 
tion,'  to  which  are  committed  the  executive  Power  ofCourts' 
the  ecclefiaftical  Laws,  within  the  Realm  of  England. 

The  proper  Matters  for  thefe  Courts,  are  Ordinations  of 
the  Clergy,  Inftitutions  to  Benefices,  Celebration  of  Di¬ 
vine  Service  as  by  Law  eftablifhed,  Tythes,  Oblations, 
Obventions,  Mortuaries,  Church  Dues  or  Fees,  Church 
Ornaments,  and  the  Dilapidations  and  Repairs  of 
Churches,  Matrimonial  Rights,  Divorces,  general  Baftar- 
dy,  Probate  of  Wills,  Adminiftrations,  Penfions,  Procu¬ 
rations,  Commutation  of  Penance,  Apoftacy,  Simony, 

Herefy,  Schifm,  Blafphemy,  Fornication,  Adultery,  In- 
ceft,  &c.  &c. 

Thefe  Courts  proceed  by  the  Civil  and  Canon  Law.  How  tliey 
Therefore  the  Manner  of  their  Trials  differ  from  thofe  proceed, 
in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law.  The  firft  Step  here  is 
by  Citation ;  then  a  Bill  and  Anfwer.  The  next  Step 
is  to  bring  Proofs,  Witneffes,  and  Prefumption.  Then 
the  Matter  is  argued  pro  and  con ,  and  the  Canon  and 
Civil  Law  quoted.  Upon  which  Argument  the  Judge 
paffeth  decifive  Sentence  or  Decree  with  a  Jury.  Exe¬ 
cution  follows.  Butin  criminal  Cafes,  the  Trial  is  by 
Accusation  ;  the  Accufer  taking  upon  himfelf  to  prove  the 
Crime.  There  is  alfo  a  Method  of  Trial  by  Denuncia¬ 
tion ,  as  when  a  Church  Warden,  ex  Officio ,  prefents 
upon  common  Fame.  In  which  Cafe  they  are  not 
obliged  to  prove;  the  Crime  being  notorious;  and  it 
being  prefumed,  he  does  it  without  Malice. 

Under  this  Head  we  meet  with'  feveral  Courts;  as  ^he  Dif- 
the  Court  of  Arches-,  the  Court  of  Audience,  and  the  Court  tinft 
of  Peculiars.  All  which  are  under  the  Jurifdidfion  of  the  Courts. 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  The  Bilhop’s  Court,  or  Con- 
fifory  Court.  The  Archdeacon  s  Court ,  the  Dean  and 
Chapters  Court ;  and  the  Court  of  Delegates. 

The  Court  of  Arches  is  appointed  for  the  Debate  of  ^ 
Spiritual  Caufes,  and  takes  its  Name  from  the  Arched 
Church  of  St.  Mary  Le  Bow ,  in  Cheapfide ,  where  it  was 
originally  held.  To  this  Court  are  diredled  all  Appeals 
in  Church  Matters  :  and  the  Procefs  runs  in  the  Name  of 
the  Judge,  whofe  Title  is  Dean  of  the  Arches ,  or  Official  of 

U  2  the 


292 


Robes  of 
Doctors 

and  Proc¬ 
tors, 


Principal 

Oificers. 


Beadle. 


Court  of 
Audience 


Preroga¬ 
tive  Court, 


.THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 

the  Court  of  Arches:  becaufe  a  peculiar  Jurifdidtion  of 
thirteen  Parifhes  belonging  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury , 
within  the  City  of  London ,  is  commonly  joined  to  this 
Officialty,  and  is  called  a  Deanry. 

In  this  Court  none  are  allowed  to  plead,  but  Doctors 
of  the  Civil  Lav/  :  and  both  the  Judge  and  Advocates 
wear  fcarlet  Robes  with  Hoods  lined  with  Taffety,  if 
they  be  of  Oxford ;  or  white  Minever  Fur,  if  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  ;  and  round  black  Velvet  Caps.  There  are  ten 
Prodtors  to  manage  Caufes,  with  Hoods  lined  with 
Lamb-fkins,  if  not  Graduates  :  but  with  Hoods  proper 
to  their  Degree,  if  Graduates. 

There  are'two  principal  Officers,  the  Regifler  and  Ac¬ 
tuary.  The  Regifter  receives  all  Libels,  Allegations, 
and  Exhibits  of  Witneffes,  files  all  Sentences,  and 
keeps  the  Records  of  the  Court.  The  Actuary  fets  down 
the  Judge’s  Decrees,  regifters  the  Adis  of  the  Court, 
and  fends  them,  in  Books,  to  the  Regiftry.  Under 
whom  is  a  Beadle,  who  carries  a  Mace  before  the  Judge, 
and  calls  the  Perfons  who  are  cited  to  appear.  All  Places 
belonging  to  this  Court,  are  in  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury’s  Gift. 

The  Court  of  Audience  is  a  derivative  from  a  Court,  in 
which  the  Archbifhop  did  anciently  fit  in  Perfon  to  hear 
Caufes  in  his  own  Palace  ;  and  left  the  Determination 
to  certain  learned  Dodtors  in  the  Civil  and  Canon  Law  ; 
who  were  therefore  called  his  Auditors.  But  now  thofe 
Caufes  are  committed  to  the  Decifion  of  one.  And  to 
this  Office  or  Court  was  joined  the  Archbifhop’ s  Chancery , 
meddling  only  with  Matters  of  Office ;  as  granting  the 
Cuftody  of  Spiritualities,  Inftitution  to  Benefices,  di- 
fpenfing  with  Banes  of  Matrimony,  granting  Marriage-. 
Licences,  &c.  Things  which  are  now  diftinguifhed  from 
the  Audience.  The  Archbifhop  of  York  has  alfo  a  Court 
of  Audience. 

Prerogative  Court  is  where  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury^  by  a  fpecial  Privilege,  beyond  thofe  of  his  Suffra¬ 
gans,  can  here  try  all  Difputes,  that  happen  to  arife  con¬ 
cerning  the  laft  Wills  of  Perfons  within  his  Province, 
who  have  left  Goods  to  the  value  of  five  Pounds  and 
upwards,  unlefs  fuch  Things  are  fettled  by  Compofition 
between  the  Metropolitan  and  his  Suffragans  ;  as  in  the 
Diocefe  of  London ,  where  it  is  ten  Pounds.  This  Court 
has  an  Office,  in  which  Copies  of  all  Wills  are  depo- 
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fited  :  and  any  Perfon  may  have  the  Privilege  of  fearch- 
ing  a  particular  Will  for  a  Shilling.  To  this  CourtOflicere. 
belong  a  Judge  and  a  Regifter  ;  under  whom  are  fix 
Clerks,  feverally  appointed  for  refpecStive  Counties  :  The 
Archbifhop  of  York  has  fuch  another  Court,  called  his 
Exchequer. 

The  Court  of  Peculiars  extends  to  all  the  Parifhes  pe- Court  of 
culiar  to  the  Sea  of  Canterbury.  Which  are  exempt  ecuUais* 
from  epifcopal  Jurifdiflion,  and  have  Power  within  them- 
felves  to  prove  Wills,  &c. 

The  B [/hop’s  Court,  or  Con /if  or y  Court,  is  held  by  theBifhop’s 
Bilhop’s  Chancellor,  who  fits  as  Judge,  and  within  his  ^'oult- 
own  Diocefe  takes  Cognizance  of  every  Object  of  the 
Spiritual  Courts  of  this  Nation  ;  with  this  Difference  ; 
that  there  lies  an  Appeal  from  this  to  the  Archbifhop’s  r 
Court. 

The  Archdeacon’s  Court  is  limited  to  certain  MattersArcb-Dea 
or  fmall  Differences,  which  may  happen  to  rife  within£oU*t 
his  Jurifdiffion.  And  the  Jurifdidlion  of  a  Dean  and 
-  Chapter  does  not  extend  to  Caufes  without  the  Limits 
of  their  Cathedral  or  Collegiate  Church. 

But  as  the  Body  could  not  acf  without  the  Soul, 
neither  could  thefe  Courts  of  Law  have  been  ever  eftab- 
lifhed  and  brought  to  their  prefent  Vigour  and  Utility, 
without  the  Power  and  Aid  of  the  Leg  future ;  the 
King,  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament  affembled. 
Therefore  let  us  take  a  View  of  each  of  them. 


Of  the  Parliament. 

Of  the  Name  and  Antiquity  of  Parliament. 

THE  Word  Parliament  is  derived  from  the  French p3r. 

Words  Parler  la  ment,  to  fpeak  one’s  Mind  ;  be-  Lament, 
caufe  every  Member  of  that  Court  fhould  fmcerely  and 
difcreetly  fpeak  his  Mind,  i.  e.  his  real  Opinion,  and 
that  on  mature  Deliberation,  for  the  general  good  of 
the  Common-wealth  :  and  this  Name  (faith  Coke,  i  In- 
fit.  Fol.  ioo.)  was  ufed  before  the  Reign  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  even  in  the  Time  of  Edward  the  Con- 
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feffor.  But  molt  commonly,  in  the  Saxons  Time,  it  was 
called  Michegemote  or  Witenage-motc ,  that  is,  the  Great 
mote  [Meeting  or  Affembly,  whence  the  Ward-moots  in 
London  receive  their  Name  to  this  Day]  or  the  Wife 
Moote,  that  is,  the  Affembly  of  the  Wife  Men  and 
Sages  of  the  Land. 

But  this  Word  Parliament  is  ufed  in  a  double  Senfe. 

1.  Stridlly,  as  it  includes  the  Legijlative  Power  of 
England ,  as  when  we  fay  an  Act  of  Parliament ;  And  in 
this  Acceptation  it  neceilarily  includes  the  King ,  the  Lords, 
and  the  Commons:  each  of  which  have  a  negative  Voice 
in  making  Laws,  and  without  their  joint  Confent,  not 
any  new  Laws  can  pafs,  that  are  obligatory  on  the 
SubjedL 

2.  The  Word  is  commonly  ufed  for  the  two  Houfes , 
the  Lords  and  Commons :  as  when  we  fay,  the  King  will 
call  a  Parliament,  his  Majefty  hath  diffolved  his  Parlia¬ 
ment,  &c. 

The  Lords  of  Parliament  are  divided  into  two  Sorts, 
viz.  fpiritual ,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Bi/hops ,  who  fit  there 
in  refpedt  of  their  Baronies,  Parcel  of  their  Bifhopricks, 
which  they  hold  in  their  politic  Capacity  ;  and  tem¬ 
poral. 

The  Commons  of  England  are  divided  into  three  Claffes  or 
Parts,  viz.  Knights  or  Reprefentatives  of  the  Shires  or 
Counties  ;  where  note,  that  though  the  Writ  require  two 
Knights  to  be  chofen,  and  that  they  are  called  Knights, 
yet  there  is  not  any  Neceffity  that  they  fhould  actually 
have  the  Degree  of  Knight-hood,  provided  they  are  Gen¬ 
tlemen  :  for  the  Statute  23  Hen.  VI.  Cap.  15.  hath  thefe 
Words,  That  the  Knights  of  the  Shires  for  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  hereafter  to  be  chofen,  fhall  be  notable  Knights  of 
the  fame  Counties  for  which  they  fhall  be  chofen,  or 
otherwife  fuch  notable  Efquires  or  Gentlemen  born  of  the 
fame  Counties,  as  fhall  able  to  be  Knights ,  and  no  Man 
to  be  fuch  Knight,  which  ffandeth  in  the  Degree  of  a 
Yeoman  and  under. 

Secondly,  Citizens  chofen  to  reprefent  Cities. 

Thirdly,  Burgejfes ,  that  is  to  fay,  thofe  that  are  chofen 
out  of  Boroughs. 

Note  ;  That  the  Difference  between  a  City  and  a  Bor 
rough  is  this,  a  City  is  a  Borough  incorporate,  which  is, 
pr  has  been  within  time  of  Memory  an  epifcopal  See,  or 
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Bad  a  Bifhop  ;  and  this,  although  the  Bifhoprick  be  dif- 
folved,  as  Wejlminjler  having  heretofore  a  Bifhop,  (tho’ 
none  now)  ftill  remains  a  City.  Coke,  i  Infiit .  Sebf.  164. 

Boroughs  are  Towns  incorporated,  but  fuch  as  never  had 
any  Bifbops. 

By  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  perceive  the  Work  The  parti- 
©f  a  Britijh  Parliament,  is  not  (as  fome  would  have  it)  nefs  of  Par- 
only  to  be  Keys  to  unlock  the  Peoples’  Purfes.  That  liament. 
is  but  one  Part,  and  perhaps  one  of  the  leaf!  Parts  of 
their  Office.  They  are  to  propofe  new  Laws  that  are 
wanting  for  the  general  Good,  and  to  prefs  the  Abroga¬ 
tion  of  Laws  in  being,  when  the  Execution  of  them  is 
found  prejudicial  or  dangerous  to  the  Public.  They  are 
to  provide  for  Religion,  and  the  Safety  and  Honour  of 
the  Nation,  they  have  a  Power  to  order  the  Right  of  the 
■Crown  (underftand  all  this  with  the  King’s  Confent) 
and  they  have  very  frequently  undertaken,  and  adlually 
limited  the  fame,  contrary  to,  and  different  from,  the 
common  Line  of  Succeffion.  Nay,  by  the  Statute  of 
13  Eliz.  cap.  1.  It  is  exprefsly  enabled,  That  if  any 
Perfon  fhall,  in  any  wife,  hold  and  affirm,  or  maintain, 
that  the  Queen,  with  and  by  the  Parliament  of  England » 

Is  not  able  to  make  Laws  and  Statutes  of  fufficient  Force 
and  Validity,  to  limit  and  bind  the  Crown  of  this 
Realm,  and  the  Defcent,  Limitation,  Inheritance  and 
Government  thereof ,  or  that  this  prefent  Statute  or  any 
Part  thereof,  or  any  other  Statute  to  be  made  by  the 
Authority  of  the  Parliament  of  England ,  with  the  Royal 
Affent  for  limiting  the  Crown,  is  not,  was  not,  or  fhall 
not,  or  ought  not  to  be  for  ever  of  good  and  fufficient 
Force  and  Validity  to  bind,  limit,  reftrain  and  govern 
all  Perfons,  their  Rights  and  Titles,  and  in  any  wife 
may  or  might  claim  any  Intereft  or  Poffibility  in  or  to 
the  Crown  of  England ,  in  Poffeffion,  Remainder,  Inhe¬ 
ritance,  Succeffion,  or  otherwife  howfoever,  and  all 
other  Perfons  whatfoever,  every  Perfon  fo  holding,  af¬ 
firming  or  maintaining,  during  the  Life  of  the  Queen, 
fhall  be  adjudged  a  High  Traytor,  and  fuffer,  and  for¬ 
feit,  as  in  Cafes  of  High  Treafon  is  accuftomed,  and 
every  Perfon  fo  holding,  affirming  or  maintaining,  after 
the  Deceafe  of  our  faid  Sovereign  Lady,  fhall  forfeit  all  his 
Goods  and  Chattels. 

U4 
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Which  Claufe,  and  the  laft  Penalty,  is  now  in  Force ; 
and'Ought  to  be  confidered  by  thofe,  who  may.  yet  pre¬ 
tend  that  an  A£l  of  Parliament  cannot  difpofe  of  the 
Succeffion.  The  laft  new  Editions  of  the  Statutes  have 
feverally  omitted  the  whole  Statute,  as  being  expired, 
yet  it  is  very  evident  by  the  Words,  after  the  Deceafe , 
that  the  Claufe  here  fet  forth  is  ftill  in  Force. 

As  to  the  Right  of  making  War  and  Peace,  the  fame 
is  granted  to  be  Part  of  the  high  Prerogative  of  our 
Kings  ;  yet  the  wifeft  Monarchs,  that  have  fat  on  the 
Throne  of  thel'e  Kingdoms,  have  very  feldom  entred  into 
any  War  without  the  Confent  ot  Parliament  :  for 
I.  Who  could  give  them  better  Counfel  in  an  Af¬ 
fair  of  fuch  Moment  ?  2.  Tire  People  would  more  rea¬ 
dily  expofe  their  Perfons  in  a  War,  the  Juftice  and  Ex¬ 
pediency  whereof  was  approved  by  their  Aeprefentatives , 
than  in  any  other.  3.  The  King,  from  thence,  might 
more  certainly  promife  himfelf  Supplies  of  Money,  the 
Sinews  of  War,  to  carry  on  the  fame. 

Not  any  thing  is  more  properly  the  Work  of  a  Par¬ 
liament,  than  to  redrefs  Grievances ;  to  take  notice  of 
Monopolies  and  Opprejfions  ;  to  curb  the  Exorbitances  of 
pernicious  Favourites ,  and  ill  Minijlers  of  State ;  to  punifti 
fuch  mighty  Delinquents  as  look  upon  themfelves  too  great 
for  the  ordinary  Reach  of  Juftice  ;  and  to  infpedl  the 
Conduct  of  thofe,  who  are  intrufted  with  the  Adminifrg- 
tion  of  the  Laws.,  or  difpofal  of  the  publick  Treafure  of  the 
Nation  :  all  Crimes  of  thefe  and  the  like  Kinds,  are  pub¬ 
lic  Nuifances,  common  ,  Mifchiefs,  wound  the  whole 
pody  politic  in  its  vital  Parts,  and  can  fcarce  be  difcovered 
or  redreffed  (by  reafon  of  the  Power  and  Influence  of 
the  Offenders)  but  in  this  great  and  awful  Senate,  be¬ 
fore  whom  the  haughtieft  Criminals  tremble:  and  it  has 
been  obferved,  that  they  fcarce  ever  profecuted  any  (tho’ 
ever  fo  great,  or  highly  in  Favour  at  Court)  but  fooner 
or  later  they  fucceedcd,  and  it  proved  the  Offender’s 
Ruin  :  as  was  the  Cafe  c l Edward  the  Second’s  Favourite 
Pierce  Gavejion,  a  French  Gentleman  :  and  of  the  Judges 
of  England  in  Richard  the  Second’s  Time,  who,  to  grati¬ 
fy  fome  corrupt  and  pernicious  Favourites  about  the 
King,  being  fent  for  to  Nottingham ,  were,  by  Perfua- 
fons  and  Menaces,  prevailed  upon  to  give  falfe  and 
illegal  Refolutions  to  feveral  Queftions  propofed  to  them, 

declaring 


*97 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

declaring  certain  Matters  to  be  Treafon,  which  in  truth 
were  not  fo ;  for  which,  in  the  next  Parliament,  they 
were  called  to  account,  and  attainted :  and  Sir  Robert  Tre- 
fslian ,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England ,  was  drawn  from 
the  Tower  through  London  to  Tyburn  and  there  hanged  : 
As  likewife  was  Blake  one  of  the  King’s  Council,  and 
IJJke  the  Under-Sheriff  of  Middlefex ,  who  was  to  pack  a 
Jury  to  ferve  a  peculiar  Purpofe,  againit  certain  innocent 
Lords,  and  others,  whom  they  intended  to  have  had 
taken  off.  Five  more  of  the  judges  were  banifhed,  and 
their  Lands  and  Goods  forfeited.  And  the  Archbifhop 
of  York ,  the  Duke  of  Ireland ,  and  the  Earl  of  Suffolk, 
three  of  the  King’s  evil  Counfellors,  were  forced  to  fly, 
and  they  afterwards  died  miferable  Fugitives  in  foreign 
Parts. 

Likewife  Sir  Richard  Empfon ,  Knight,  and  Edmund  Dud¬ 
ley ,  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  who  having,  by 
Colour  of  an  A£t  of  Parliament  for  trying  People  for  feve- 
ral  Offences  without  juries,  committed  great  Oppref- 
ftons,  were  proceeded  againft  in  Parliament,  and  loll 
their  Heads.  ' 

Sir  Francis  Bacon ,  vifeount  St.  Alban ,  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  England ,  was  difmiffed  from  his  Place,  and 
committed  to  the  Tower  for  Bribery. 

In  the  Time  of  Charles  I.  mod  of  the  Judges  that  had 
given  their  Opinions  contrary  to  Law  in  the  Cafe  of 
Ship-Money,  were  called  to  an  Account,  and  forced  to 
fly  for  the  fame.  And  in  the  nineteenth  Year  of  Charles 
the  Second ,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon ,  Lord  Chancellor  of 
England ,  that  great  Mari,  being  queftioned  in  Parliament, 
and  retiring  thereupon  beyond  the  Seas,  was  by  a  fpe- 
cial  Act  banifhed  and  difabled.  In  a  Word,  it  was  well 
and  wifely  faid  by  that  excellent  Statefman,  Sir  William 
Cecil ,  Lord  Burleigh ,  and  high  Treafurer  of  England , 
That,  “  he  knew  not  what  an  A£t  of  Parliament  might 
“  not  do.” 

As  the  Jurifdicfion  of  this  Court  is  fo  tranfeendent ; 
fo  the  Rules  and  Methods  of  proceeding  there  are  diffe¬ 
rent  from  thofe  of  other  Courts.  For  (faith  Coke ,  qTnftit. 
Fol.  15.)  “  As  every  Court  of  Juftice  hath  Laws  and 
“  Cuftoms  for  its  Direction,  fome  by  the  Common 
“  Law,  fome  by  the  Civil  and  Canon  Law,  fome  by 
“  peculiar  Laws  and  Cuftoms,  &c.  So  the  High  Court 
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t£  of  Parliament  fubfifts  by  its  own  peculiar  Laws  a nd 
“  Cuftoms.  It  is  the  Law  and  Cuftom  of  Parlia- 
“  ment,  that  all  weighty  Matters  in  any  Parliament 
<£  moved  concerning  the  Peers,  and  Commons  in  Par- 
<£  liament  affembled,  ought  to  be  determined,  adjudged 
<c  and  difcuffed  by  the  Courfe  of  Parliament ,  and  not  by 
<£  the  Civil  Law,  nor  yet  by  the  Common  Laws  of  this 
“  Realm,  ufed  in  more  inferior  Courts.  Which  was  fo 
*£  declared  to  be  according  to  the  Law  and  Cuftom  of 
t£  Parliament,  concerning  the  Peers  of  the  Realm,  by 
*£  the  King,  and  all  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  • 
S£  and  the  like,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  is  for  the  Com- 
<c  mons,  for  any  thing  moved  or  done  in  the  Houfe  of 
*(  Commons  :  and  the  rather,  for  that  by  another  Law 
*£  and  Cuftom  of  Parliament,  the  King  cannot  take 
££  notice  of  any  thing  faid  or  done  in  the  Houfe  ofCom- 
<c  mons,  but  by  the  Report  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : 
“  And  every  Member  of  the  Parliament  hath  a  judicial 
££  Place,  and  cannot  be  a  Witnefs.  And  this  is  the 
<£  Reafon,  that  Judges  ought  not  to  give  any  Opinion  of 
££  a  Matter  of  Parliament,  becaufe  it  is  not  to  be  decided 
*£  by  the  Common  Law,  but  according  to  the  Law  and 
t£  Cuftom  of  Parliament  :  And  fo  the  Judges  in  divers 
<£  Parliaments  have  confeffed.  And  fome  hold  that  eve- 
“  ry  Offence  committed  in  any  Court,  punifhed  by 
<£  that  Court,  muft  be  punifhed  (proceeding  criminally) 
<£  in  the  fame  Court,  or  in  fome  higher,  and  not  by 
“  any  inferior  Court,  and  the  Court  of  Parliament  hath 
“  not  any  higher.  *” 

In  the  Reign  of  Charles  the  Second ,  great  Complaints 
were  made  about  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fending  for 
fome  Perfons  into  Cuftody  by  their  Serjeant  at  Arms  ; 
but  certainly  they  did  no  more,  than  their  Predecef- 
fors  had  often  done  :  every  Court  muft  be  fuppofed 
armed  with  a  Power  to  defend  itfelf  from  Affronts  and 
Infults.  In  all  Ages,  when. the  Houfe  has  appointed 
particular  Committees,  hath  it  not  been  ufual  to  order, 
that  they  be  impowered  to  fend  for  Perfons,  Papers,  and 
Records  ? 

I.  Anno  20  Jacobi,  D  oft  or  Harris,  Minifter  of  Bletch- 
ingly  in  Surrey ,  for  mifbehaving  himfelf  by  preaching  and 

> 

*  See  Coke  in  4  Inftit.  Pol,  15. 
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©therwife,  about  Elections  of  Members  of  Parliament, 
upon  Complaint,  was  called  to  the  B.ar  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  there,  as  a  Delinquent,  on  his  Knees, 
had  Judgment  to  contefs  his  Fault  there,  and  in  the 
Country  in  the  Pulpit  of  his  Parifh  Church,  on  Sunday 
before  Sermon. 

2.  Anno  21  Jacobi,  Ingrey  Under-Sheriff  of  Cambridge- 
Jhire ,  for  refufing  the  Poll,  upon  the  Promife  of  Sir 
Thomas  Steward  to  defend  him  therein,  kneeling  at  the 
Bar,  received  Judgment  to  ftand  committed  to  the  Ser¬ 
jeant  at  Arms,  to  make  Submiffion  at  the  Bar,  acknow¬ 
ledge  his  Offence  there,  to  make  a  farther  Submiffion 
openly  at  the  Quarter  Seffions,  and  there  alfo  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  his  Fault. 

3.  Anno  20  'Jacobi ,  the  Mayor  of  Arundel ,  for  mifbe- 
having  himfelf  in  an  Eledtion,  by  putting  the  Town  to 
great  Charge,  not  giving  a  due  and  general  Warning,  but 
packing  a  Number  of  Electors,  was  fent  for  by  Warrant, 
ordered  to  pay  all  the  Charge,  and  the  Houfe  appointed 
certain  Perfons  to  adjuft  the  Charges. 

4.  3  Car.  I.  Sir  William  Wray ,  and  others,  Deputy 
Lieutenants  of  Cornwall ,  for  affuming  to  themfelves  a 
Power  to  make  whom  they  pleafed  Knights ,  and  defaming 
thofe  Gentlemen  that  then  flood  to  be  chofen,  fending 
up  and  down  the  Country  Letters  for  the  Train-bands  to 
appear  at  the  Day  of  Election,  and  menacing-  the  Coun¬ 
try,  under  the  Title  of  his  Majejly  s  Pleafure  ;  had  Judg¬ 
ment,  1.  to  be  committed  to  the  Tower.  2.  To  make  Ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  their  Offence  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe 
upon  their  Knees,  which  was  done.  3.  And  to  make 
an  Acknowledgment  and  Submiffion  at  the  Affizes  in 
Cornwall ,  in  a  Form  drawn  up  by  a  Committee. 

5.  But  the  moft  remarkable  Proceedings  are  in  the 
fame  Parliament,  Anno  1628,  againft  Dr.  Manwa- 
ring ,  who  being  there  charged  with  preaching  and 
publifhing  offenfive  Sermons,  &c.  was  ordered  by  the 
Houfe, 

1.  To  be  imprifoned  during  the  Pleafure  of  the 
Houfe. 

2.  To  be  fined  a  thoufand  Pounds. 

3.  To  make  his  Submiffion  at  the  Bar  in  this  Houfe, 
^nd  iji  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  at  the  Bar  there,  in  ver¬ 
bis 
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bis  concept! s,  a  fet  Form  of  Words  framed  by  a  Com¬ 
mittee  of  this  Houfe. 

4.  To  be  fufpended  from  his  minifterial  Function  three 
Years,  and  in  the  mean  Time  a  fufficient  preaching 
Man  to  be  provided  out  of  the  Profits  of  his  Living;, 
and  this  to  bfe  left  to  be  performed  by  the  ecclefiaftical 
Court. 

5.  To  be  difabled  for  ever  hereafter  from  preaching  at 
Court. 

6.  To  be  for  ever  difabled  of  having  any  ecclefiaftcal 
Dignity  in  the  Church  of  England. 

7.  To  be  uncapable  of  any  fecular  Office  or  Prefer¬ 
ment. 

8.  That  his  Books-  are  worthy  to  be  burned,  and  his 
Majefty  to  be  moved,  that  it  may  be  fo  in  London  and 
both  the  UniverfFties. 

In  fa<5l,  it  is  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  only  that 
can  hinder  the  Subject  from  being  given  up  as  a  Prey 
to  the  arbitrary  Pleafure,  not  only  of  the  Prince,  if  he 
Ihould  attempt  it,  but  (which  is  much  worfe)  to  the  un- 
reafonable  Paffions  and  Lulls  of  Favourites,  chief  Mi- 
nifters,  and  Women;  when  otherwife,  inllead  of  a  Mo¬ 
narch  (who,  as  fometimes  it  may  happen,  fhall  govern 
but  in  Name)  we  might  be  ruled,  like  the  ancient  French , 
by  an  infclent  Major  of  the  Palace,  who  will  be  fure  to 
mind  the  private  Intereft  of  himfelf  and  Family,  more 
than  that  of  the  Prince,  or  the  pubiick  Good  :  Or 
like  the  Turkifo  Empire  under  a  weak  Grand  Signior, 
by  the  prevailing  Concubine  of  the  Seraglio,  who  is 
perhaps  herfelf  managed  by  no  other  Diftates,  than 
that  of  her  chief  Eunuch,  or  of  her  favourite  She¬ 
ll  ave. 

As  at  prefent  we  live  under  a  Government,  the  moll 
perfedl  in  Europe ,  where  being  fecurely  landed  ourfelves 
we  behold  the  Shipwreck  of  our  Neighbours  ;  it  is  the 
indifpenfible  Intereft  and  Duty  of  every  true  Briton  to 
maintain  thofe  Privileges,  which  have  been  conveyed  to 
us  from  our  Anceftoas,  through  fo  many  Generations, 
inviolable;  upon  which  all  our  temporal  (and  in  a  great 
Meafure  our  eternal)  Happinefs,  Safety,  and  Well-being 
depends.  And  every  one  mull  acknowledge  that  the  only 
right  way  to  attain  that  End,  is  to  obferve  well  the 
Means,  which  is,  by  taking  care  what  Perfons  are 
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thofen  for  the  Peoples’  Reprefentatives,  with  whom  we 
mu  ft  truft  our  Lives,  our  Properties,  and  our  Liber¬ 
ties. 

The  Parliament,  as  to  making  and  ena&ing  Laws, 
confifteth  of  the  King,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  the  Commons  :  therefore  a  Bill  does  not  become  an 
A<ft  of  Parliament,  unlefs  it  be  pafled  by  Lords  fpiritual 
and  temporal,  and  the  Commons,  or  Reprefentatives  of 
the  People,  and  figned  by  the  King. 

The  Laws  made  by  thefe  three  Eftates  in  Parliament  Afts. 
are  called  Statutes ,  or  Aits  of  Parliament  ;  and  granted  by 
the  King  upon  the  P.eprefentation  and  Requeft  of  the 
Commons,  and  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent,  of 
the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  :  for  without  the  Royal 
Aftent,  except  the  King  fays  Le  Roy  le  veult ,  all  Bills, 
though  they  have  paffed  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  are 
but  like  an  untimely  Birth,  and  die  in  Einbrio.  Thus 
the  Power  that  makes  it  a  Law  ;  the  Authority  that  ani¬ 
mates  it,  and  makes  it  differ  from  a  dead  Letter,  is  in 
the  King. 

As  no  Bill  can  obtain  the  Force  of  a  Law  without  the 
Royal  Aflent ;  fo  no  Parliament  can  convene  and  lit  Calling 
without  the  Prefence  of  the  Sovereign  or  his  legal  Re-  *>ar,ia- 
prefentative  ;  which  is  a  Commiffion  under  the  Great 
Seal,  conftituting  certain  Lords  of  Parliament  to  repre- 
fent  his  Perfon,  when  infirm  ;  or  a  Guardian  of  the 
Realm  appointed  by  Letters  Patents  under  the  Great  Seal, 
in  his  Abfence  in  foreign  Parts. 

If  the  Parliament  is  to  convene  during  the  Abfence  of 
the  King,  and  a  Guardian,  or  Commiffioners,  are  ap¬ 
pointed,  there  muff;  be  a  fpecial  Commiffion  to  them,  to 
begin  the  Parliament,  and  to  proceed  therein  ,  and  the 
Tejle  of  the  Writ  of  Summons  for  the  meeting  and 
holding  the  Parliament,  muft  be  in  the  Guardian’s 
Name.  And  every  Summons  for  the  meeting  and  hold¬ 
ing  a  Parliament  goes  out,  at  leaft  forty  Days  before  the 
Parliament  is  to  fit. 

The  Guardian  and  Commiffioners  reprefenting  the 
King’s  Perfon  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  are  placed  or 
„  feated  on  a  Bench  prepared  for  them  near  to  the  Degrees, 
that  go  up  to  the  Cloth  of  State. 

Though  the  Method  above  is  legally  required  to  fum- 
mon  a  Parliament ;  we  have  Cafes  where  it  has  been 
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difpenfed  with,  particularly  the  Convention  of  the  States, 
that  met  at  Wejlmtnjier  on  the  22d  Day  of  January , 
1688,  by  Virtue  of  the  Prince  of  Oranges  circular  Let¬ 
ters,  before  he  was  proclaimed  King  of  this  Realm.  But 
as  foon  as  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  were  inverted 
with  the  Sovereign  Power,  they  fummoned  a  Parliament 
in  due  Form,  which  declared  the  Convention  to  be  a  free 
Parliament ,  notwithftanding  the  Want  of  Summons  by 
the  King’s  Writ,  &c. 

On  the  firft  Day  of  the  Parliament’s  meeting,  the 
King,  or  fome  Perfon  or  Perfons  commiftioned  by  him, 
repair  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  having  commanded 
the  Commons  to  attend,  makes  a  Speech,  to  fhew  the 
Reafons  for  calling  them  together,  and  difmirteth  the 
Commons,  with  a  Command  to  chufe  a  Speaker. 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  Houfe,  in  Obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  Royal  Command,  chufe  their  Speake,  who  is 
generally  one  recommended  by  the  Sovereign.  For,  tho’ 
they  have  a  Right  to  chufe  a  Speaker,  who  is  their 
Mouth,  and  trurted  by  them,  and  fo  necertary  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  cannot  fit  without  him,  the  King 
has  a  Right  to  difallow  or  to  refufe  him,  after  he  is 
chofen.  Though  this  is  the  higheft  Port,  to  which  any 
Commoner  can  afcend,  it  is  ufual  for  the  Speaker,  thus 
chofen,  to  decline  or  to  difable  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  to  defire  them  to  proceed  to  another 
Choice.  Which  being  denied,  and  he  fet,  as  it  were, 
with  V  iolence  in  the  Speaker’s  Chair,  he  then  addrefles 
himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  and  defires  that  they  will  give 
him  Leave  to  difable  himfelf  to  the  King  ;  and  when 
they  have  brought  him  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  pre- 
fent  him  to  his  Majefty,  the  Speaker  again  difables  him¬ 
felf,  and  declares  his  Unfitnefs  to  difcharge  the  high  Of¬ 
fice,  into  which  he  is  chofen.  But  being  confirmed  by 
his  Majefty,  he  then  defires  that  the  Commons  may  have 
free  Speech,  and  be  free  from  Arrefts,  and  have  all  their 
ancient  and  free  Privileges  allowed  them  ;  and  he  prays, 
that  if,  in  any  thing  that  he  fhall  deliver  in  the  Name  of 
the  Commons,  he  lhall  commit  an  Error,  it  may  not  be 
imputed  to  the  Commons,  but  that  he  may  refort  to 
them  again  to  know  their  true  Intent,  and  that  his 
Error  may  be  pardoned.  And,  laftly,  he  requefts,  that 
as  often  as  Neceffity,  for  his  Majefty’s  Service,  and  the 
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Good  of  the  Common-wealth  fhall  require,  he  may,  by 
the  Direction  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  have  Accefs  to 
his  Royal  Perfon.  This  Proteft,  as  it  is  called,  being 
made,  and  the  Commons,  with  their  Speaker,  returned 
to  St.  Stephens  Chapel,  the  Speaker,  in  the  Chair,  de¬ 
fires  the  Commons,  that,  as  they  have  chofen  him  for 
their  Mouth,  they  would  aflift  him  in  their  arduous  and 
important  Affairs,  and  concludes  with  promifing  that  he, 
with  all  Faithfulnefs,  will  do  them  the  beft  Service  he 
is  able  :  or  to  that  Effeft. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  confifts  of  five  Hundred  and  Number  of 
thirteen  Members  to  reprefent  England  and  Wales ;  and  s 

forty-five  Members  to  reprefent  the  People  of  Scotland ,  Houfe  of 
whofe  particular  Shires,  Cities  and  Boroughs  will  be  par-  Common*, 
ticularly  defcribed  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Work. 

There  is  at  prefent  very  little  regard  paid  to  the  Pro¬ 
portion  each  County,  City  and  Borough  pays  towards 
the  Support  of  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  Defence  of  the  Nation  :  and,  if  that 
Maxim  be  felf-evident,  as  it  is  always  allowed,  that  the 
Right  which  the  Natives  of  this  Ifland  have  to  all  Places 
of  Honour  or  Profit  in  our  Government,  depends  upon 
the  Number  of  Reprefentatives  fent  to  Parliament  by  the 
County  or  Place  where  they  were  born ;  and  that  the 
Number  of  Reprefentatives  fent  to  Parliament  by  every 
County  or  Place,  ought  to  be  in  Proportion  to  the  Share 
it  contributes  towards  our  publick  Revenue  ;  it  muff  be 
allowed,  that  a  very  confiderable  Part  of  our  Houfe  of 
Commons  ought  to  confift  of  fuch  as  were  born  in, 
and  chofen  by  the  County  of  Middkfex ,  and  its  two 
Cities  of  London  and  Wejlmlnjler ,  and  confequently, 
that  it  is  a  glaring  Defect  in  our  Conftitution,  to 
allow  them  to  chufe  but  eight  of  the  five  Hundred  and 
thirteen  Members  that  are  chofen  by  England. ,  confidering 
the  Share  they  contribute  towards  the  publick  Revenue; 
as  every  Man  muff  be  convinced,  that  will  be  at  the 
Pains  to  examine  the  Land-tax  Aft.  For  when  by  that 
Aft  there  is  to  be  1,989,900/.  raifed  by  the  Land-tax 
in  England-,  there  is  to  be  299,146/.  thereof  raifed  by 
the  County,  and  places  within  t}ie  County,  of  Muldlefex 
alone.  In  order  therefore  to  compute  what  Number  of 
Members  Muldlefex  ought  to  have  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  let  us  deduft  299,146/.  from  1,939,900/.  and  the 
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Refidue  will  be,  1,690,754;  next  let  us  deduct  eight 
from  five  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  the  Refidue  will  be 
five  hundred  and  five ;  and  then  by  the  Rule  of  Propor¬ 
tion  ftate  it  thus, 

_  1,690,754  :  505  :  :  299,146  :  89. 

That  is  to  fay,  if  the  Land-tax  paid  by  all  the  reft  of 
England  (except  the  County  of  Middlesex)  intitles  them 
to  fend  five  hundred  and  five  Reprefentatives  to  Parlia¬ 
ment,  what  Number  will  the  Land-tax  paid  by  the 
County  of  Middlefex  intitle  that  County  to  fend  ?  And 
the  Anfwer  will  be  found  by  Calculation  to  be  89, 
with  a  Fraction,  which  I  take  no  Notice  of;  but  if  the 
Books  of  our  Cuftom  Houfe,  Excife-Office,  Stamp-Of¬ 
fice,  Salt-Office,  &c.  were  to  be  infpedfed,  I  believe  it 
would  from  thence  appear,  that  of  all  our  other  Taxes 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  pay  a  greater  Proportion 
than  they  do  of  the  Land  Tax  ;  and  confequently,  I  may 
fuppofe  that,  if  this  County  had  its  Right,  it  ought,  by 
our  Conftitution,  to  be  intituled  to  fend  at  leaft  one  hun¬ 
dred  Members  to  Parliament. 

Exceptions  No  Perfon  who  has  any  Penfion  for  any  Number  of 
*  cations^'"  ^ears  from  the  Crown*;  no  Judge  of  the  King  s-Bench, 
Common-Pleas ,  or  Exchequer  ;  no  Clergyman  ;  no  Man 
attainted  of  Felony,  or  Treafon  ;  no  Foreigner  not  natu¬ 
ralized  ;  nor  any  Perfon  not  pofFelied  of  fix  hundred 
Pounds  per  Annum ,  may  be  elected  for  a  Knight  of  the 
'  Shire  ;  or  of  three  hundred  Pounds  a  Year,  may  be  eledbed 
a  Reprefentative  for  a  Borough  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

Before  the  Commons  can  enter  upon  any  Bufinefs, 
and  even  before  the  Choice  of  a  Speaker,  all  the  Mem¬ 
bers  enter  the  Court  of  Wards,  and  there,  before  the 
Lord  Steward  of  the  Houfhold,  or  fome  other  Officer 
appointed  by  his  Majefty,  they  take  the  Oaths  of  Alle¬ 
giance,  Supremacy,  and  other  appointed  by  the  ill  Will. 
and  Mary. 

Thefe  Members  are  chofen  after  divers  Manners. 
They  who  are  Reprefentatives  of  Counties  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  Title  of  Knights  of  the  Shire ,  and  are 
eledled  by  the  Freeholders  only  of  each  County,  poflefled 
of  forty  Shillings  per  Annum ,  above  all  Charges,  Dwel¬ 
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ing  and  refiant  in  the  faid  County  :  and  by  1  Hen.Y .  c.  1. 
the  Knights  of  the  Shires  fhall  not  be  chofen,  unlefs  they 
alfo  be  refident  within  the  Shire.* 

“  Whereas  it  is  found  by  Experience,  that  the  Laws 
“  already  in  being  have  not  been  fufficient  to  prevent 
“  corrupt  and  illegal  Practices  in  the  Election  of  Mem- 
“  bers  to  ferve  in  Parliament for  Remedy  therefore 
of  fo  great  an  Evil,  and  to  the  End  that  all  Elections  of  ruftl0n 
Members  to  Parliament  may  hereafter  be  freely  and  in¬ 
differently  made,  without  Charge  or  Expence,  it  was 
enadted  by  2  Geo.  II.  c.  24.  that  upon  every  Election 
of  any  Member  or  Members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons 
in  Parliament,  every  Freeholder,  Citizen,  Freeman, 
Burgefs,  or  Perfon  having  or  claiming  to  have  a  Right 
to  vote  or  be  polled  at  fuch  Election,  lhall,  before  he  is 
admitted  to  poll  at  the  fame  Election,  take  the  following 
Oath  (or,  being  one  of  the  People  called  speakers,  fhall 
make  the  folemn  Affirmation  appointed  for  fhiakers)  in 
Cafe  the  fame  fhall  be  demanded  by  either  of  the  Candi¬ 
dates,  or  any  two  of  the  Eledtors  ;  that  is  to  fay. 


*  1  Hen.  V.  c  1. 

What  fort  of  People  Jhall  be  chofen,  and  who  Jhall  be  the  Choofsrs  of 
of  the  Knights  and  Burgeffes  of  the  Parlia?nc?it. 

Firll,  that  the  Statutes  of  the  Election  of  the'K.nights  of  the 
Shires  to  come  to  the  Parliament,  be  holden  and  kept  in  all 
Points  :  z.  Adjoining  to  the  fame.  That  the  Knights  of  the 
Shire  which  from  henceforth  fhall  be  chofen  in  every  Shire, 
be  not  chofen  unlefs  they  be  refident  within, the  Shire  where  they 
fhall  be  chofen  the  Day  of  the  Date  of  the  Writ  of  the  Sum¬ 
mons  of  the  Parliament :  3 .  And  that  the  Knighrs  and  Eftjuires, 
and  others  which  lhall  be  Chocfers  of  thofe  Knights  of  the 
Shires,  be  alfo  refident  within  the  fame  Shires,  in  Manner  and 
Form  as  is  aforefaid  :  4  And  moreover  it  is  ordained  and 
cltablilhed.  That  the  Citizens  and  Burgeffes  of  the  Cities  and 
Boroughs  be  chofen  Men,  Citizens  and  Burgeffes  refiant, 
dwelling  and  free  in  the  fame  Cities  and  Boroughs,  and  no 
other  in  any  wife. 

See  alfo  the  Statute  Anno  8  Hen.  VI.  cap.  7.  and  10  Hen.  VI. 
c.  z  By  an  old  Roll  of  Parliament  in  46  Edw.  III.  ex  Rot.  in 
him  Lond.  No  Man  of  the  Law  purfuing  Bufinefs  in  any  of 
the  King’s  Courts,  nor  any  Sheriff,  during  the  Time  he  is 
Sheriff,  is  to  be  returned,  or  accepted,  a  Knight  of  the  Coun¬ 
ty  or  Shire,  ijc. 
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c:  I  A.  B.  do  fwear,  (or,  being  one  of  the  People  called 

Quakers,  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  affirm)  I  have  not  re- 
“  ceived,  or  had  by  myfelf,  or  any  Perfon  whatfoever  in 
££  trull  for  me,  or  my  Ufe  and  Benefit,  diredily  or  in- 
cc  diredfly,  any  Sum  or  Sums'  of  Money,  Office,  Place 
££  or  Employment,  Gift  or  Reward;  or  any  Promife  or 
C£  Security  for  any  Money,  Office,  Employment  or 
“  Gift,  in  order  to  give  my  Vote  at  this  Election, 
“  and  that  I  have  not  been  before  polled  at  this  Elec- 
“  tion.” 

Which  Oath  or  Affirmation  the  Officer  or  Officers 
prefiding  or  taking  the  Poll  at  fuch  Eledlion,  is  and  are 
hereby  impowered  and  required  to  adminifter  gratis ,  if 
demanded,  as  aforefaid,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  the  Sum  of 
fifty  Pounds  of  lawful  Money  of  Great  Britain. 

II.  That  if  any  Sheriff,  Mayor,  Bailiff,  or  other  re¬ 
turning  Officer,  fhail  admit  any  Perfon  to  be  polled 
without  taking  fuch  Oath  or  Affirmation,  if  demanded 
as  aforefaid,  fuch  returning  Officer  fhail  forfeit  the  Sum 
of  one  hundred  Pounds,  together  with  full  Colls  of 
Suit;  and  that  if  any  Perfon  fhail  vote  or  poll  at 
fuch  Election  without  having  firft  taken  the  Oath,  or 
if  a  Quaker,  having  made  his  Affirmation,  as  aforefaid, 
if  demanded,  fuch  Perfon  fhail  incur  the  fame  Penalty, 
which  the  Officer  is  fubjedl  to  for  the  Offence  above- 
mentioned. 

III.  That  every  returning  Officer  of  any  Member  to 
ferve  in  Parliament,  fhail  immediately  after  the  reading 
the  Writ  or  Precept  for  the  Eledfion  of  fuch  Pvlember, 
take  and  fubferibe  the  following  Oath,  videlicet. 

£C  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear.  That  I  have  not, 
££  directly  nor  indiredlly,  received  any  Sum  or  Sums  of 
tc  Money,  Office,  Place,  or  Employment,  Gratuity  or 
“  Reward,  or  any  Bond,  Bill  or  Note,  or  any  Pro- 
<c  mife  of  Gratuity  whatfoever,  either  by  myfelf,  or  any 
<£  other  Perfon  to  my  Ufe,  or  Benefit  or  Advantage, 
t£  for  making  any  Return  at  the  prefent  Election  of 
“  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament ;  and  that  I  will  re- 
££  turn  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  as  fhail,  to  the  beft  of 
c£  my  Judgment,  appear  to  me  to  have  the  Majority  of 
££  legal  Votes. 

IV.  That  fuch  Votes  fhail  be  deemed  to  be  legal, 

which 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

‘‘which  have  been  fo  declared  by  the  laft  Determination 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  which  laft  Determination 
’concerning  any  County,  Shire,  City,  Borough,  Cinque 
Port  or  Place  fhall  be  final  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes 
whatfoever,  any  Ufage  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

V.  That  if  any  returning  Officer,  Elector,  or  PerTon 
taking  the’ Oath  or  Affirmation  herein  before  mentioned, 
fhall  be  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  Perjury,  or  of 
falfe  affirming,  and  be  thereof  convinced  by  due  Courfe 
of  Law,  fhall  incur  and  fuffer  the  Pains  and  Penalties, 
which  by  Law  are  enabled  or  infiibted  in  Cafes  of  wilful 
and  corrupt  Perjury. 

VI.  T  hat  no  Perfon  convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt 
Perjury,  or  fubornation  of  Perjury,  fhall,  after  fuch 
Convibtion,  be  capable  of  voting  in  any  Election  of  any 
Member  or  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

VII.  That  if  any  Perfon  who  hath,  or  claimeth  to 
have,  or  hereafter  fnail  have,  or  claim  to  have  any  Right 
to  vote  in  any  fuch  Election,  fhall  a  fit,  receive  or  take 
any  Money  or  other  Reward,  by  way  of  Gift,  Loan,  or 
other  Device,  or  agree  or  contract,  for  any  Money, 
Gift,  Office,  Employment  or  other  Reward  whatfoever, 
to  give  his  Vote,  or  to  refufe  or  forbear  to  give  his  Vote 
in  any  fuch  Election,  or  if  any  Perfon  by  himfelf,  or 
any  Perfon  employed  by  him,  doth  or  fhall,  by  any  Gift 
or  Reward,  or  by  any  Promife,  Agreement  or  Security 
for  any  Gift  or  Reward,  corrupt  or  procure  any  Perfon 
or  Perfons  to  give  his  or  their  Vote  or  Votes,  or  to  for¬ 
bear  to  give  his  or  their  Vote  or  Votes  in  any  fuch 
Election  ;  fuch  Perfon  fo  offending  in  any  of  the  Cafes 
aforefaid,  fhall  for  every  fuch  Offence  forfeit  the  Sum 
of  five  hundred  Pounds  of  lawful  Money  of  Great  Britain , 
together  with  full  Cofls  of  Suit ;  and  every  Perfon  offending 1 
in  any  of  the  Cafes  aforefaid,  from  and  after  Judgment 
obtained  againfl  him  in  any  fuch  Abtion  of  Debt,  Bill, 
Plaint,  or  Information,  or  fummary  Action  or  Profecution, 
or  being  any  otherwife  lawfully  convibted  thereof,  fhall  for 
ever  be  difabled  to  vote  in  any  Election  of  any  Member 
or  Members  to  Parliament,  and  alfo  fhall  for  ever  be 
difabled  to  hold,  exercife,  or  enjoy  any  Office  or  franchife 
to  which  he  and  they  then  fhall,  or  at  any  Time  after^ 
wards  may  be  intitled,  as  a  Member  of  any  City,  Bo- 
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rough,  Town  corporate,  or  cinque  Port,  as  if  fuch  Per- 
fan  was  naturally  dead. 

VIII.  That  if  any  Perfon  offending  againft  this  Aft 
fhall,  within  the  Space  of  twelve  Months  next  after 
fuch  Eleftion  as  aforefaid,  difcover  any  other  Perfon  or 
Perfons  offending  againft  this  Act,  fo  that  fuch  Perfon  or 
Perfons  fo  dii'covered  be  thereupon  convifted,  fuch  Per¬ 
fon  fo  difcovering,  and  not  having  been  before  that  Time 
convifted  of  any  Offence  againft  this  Aft,  fhall  be  indem¬ 
nified,  and  difcharged  from  all  Penalties  and  Difabilities 
which  he  fnall  then  have  incurred  by  any  Offence  againft 
this  Aft. 

IX.  And  for  the  more  effeftual  Gbfervance  of  this 
Aft,  it  was  enabled.  That  all  and  every  the  Sheriffs, 
Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and  other  Officers,  to  whom  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  any  Writ  or  Precept,  for  elefting  any  Member 
or  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  fhall  belong  and  ap¬ 
pertain,  fhall  and  are  hereby  required,  at  the  Time  of 
fuch  Eleftion,  immediately  after  the  reading  fuch  Writ 
or  Precept,  read  or  caufe  to  be  read  openly  before  tbe 
Eleftors  there  affembled,  this  prefent  Aft,  and  every 
Claufe  therein  contained  ;  and  the  fame  fhall  alfo  openly 
be  read  once  in  every  Year  at  the  general  Quarter  Sef- 
fions  of  the  Peace  to  be  holden  next  after  Eajler ,  for 
any  County  or  City,  and  at  every  Eleftion  of  the  chief 
Magiftrate  in  any  Borough,  Town  corporate,  or  Cinque 
Port,  and  at  the  annual  Eleftion  of  Magiftrates,  and 
Town  Counfellors,  for  every  Borough  within  that  Part 
of  Great  Pritain  called  Scotland. 

X.  And,  That  every  Sheriff,  Under-Sheriff,  Mayor, 
Bailiff  and  other  Officer,  to  whom  the  Execution  of  any 
Writ  or  Precept  for  the  elefting  of  Members  to  ferve  in 
Parliament  doth  belong,  for  every  willful  Offence  con¬ 
trary  to  this  Aft,  fhall  forfeit  the  Sum  of  fifty  Pounds, 
to  be  recovered,  together  with  full  Cofts  Oi  Suit. 

XI.  Provided  always,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  be  made 
liable  to  any  Incapacity,  Disability ,  Forfeiture,  or  Pe¬ 
nalty  by  this  Aft  laid  or  impofed,  unlefs  Profecution  be 
commenced  within  two  i  ears  after  fuen  Incapacity , 
Difability,  Forfeiture  or  Penalty  fhall  be  incurred,  or  in 
Cafe  of  a  Profecution  the  fame  be  carried  on  without 
wilful  Delay  ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
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notwithftanding,  which  Claufe  is  thus  explained  by  an 
Adi  9  Geo.  II.  c.  38,  whereby  it  was  enadted,  That 
whereas  Profecutions  may  have  been  or  may  be  com¬ 
menced  againft  Perfons  offending  againfl.  the  laid  Adi, 
by  fuing  out  original  or  other  Writs  or  Proceffes  againft  the  laft 
fuch  Perfons  fo  offending,  within  two  Years  after  the 
incurring  any  Incapacity,  Difability,  Forfeiture  or  Pe¬ 
nalty  laid  or  impoled  by  the  faid  Adi,  and  Perfons  fo 
fuing  out  fuch  original  or  other  Writs  or  Proceffes  may 
have  delayed,  or  may  delay,  to  ferve  the  fame,  without 
giving  the  Perfons,  againft  whom  fuch  original  or  other 
W rits  or  Proceffes  may  have  been  or  may  bs  fued  out, 
any  notice  thereof,  by  reafon  of  which  Pradlice  the  faid 
Froviffon  for  Emitting:  the  Time  for  the  Profecution  of 


Geo .  II. 

c;  38-  ex¬ 
plaining 
the  laft 
C knife  of 
the  fore¬ 
going  Aft. 


Pe  rfons  offending;  againft 
evaded  ; 

■vifion,  Be 


now  for  explaining 


the  faid 
and 


Adi 


amending 


is  or  may  be 
the  faid  Pro- 
fhall  be  made 
liable  to  any  Incapacity,  Difability,  Forfeiture  or  Penal¬ 
ty  by  the  faid  Adi  laid  or  impofed,  unlefs  luch  Perfon 
has  been  or  Ihall  be  actually  and  /legally  arrejled ,  ftimmoned , 
or  otherwife  ferved  with  any  fuch  original  or  other  Writ 
or  Procefs,  within  the  Space  of  two  Years  after  any  Of¬ 
fence  againft  the  faid  Adi  has  been  or  Ihall  be  commit¬ 
ted,  fo  as  the  Service  of  any  fuch  Original  or  other  Writ 
•or  Procefs  hath  not  been  or  Ihall  not  be  prevented  by 
fuch  Perfon  abfeonding  or  withdrawing  out  of  this  King¬ 
dom. 


■it  enadled.  That  no  Perfon 


‘The  following  is  the  Freeholders  Oath, 
18  Geo.  II.  c.  18. 


appointed  by  the 


Li  You  Ihall  fvvear  (or  being  one  of  the  People  called  FreehoM- 
Quakers,  you  Ihall  folemniy  affirm)  that  you  are  a  ers  Oath. 
“  Freeholder  in  the  County  of  and  have  a 

“  Freehold  Eftate,  confifting  of  (fpecifying, 

“  the  Nature  of  fuch  Freehold  Eftate,  whether  Mefluage 
“  Land,  Rent,  Tythe,  or  what  elfe ;  and  if  fuch  Free- 
“  hoid  Eftate  conlifts  in  MelTuages,  Lands,  or  Tythes, 

“  then  fpecifying  in  whofe  Occupation  the  fame  are ; 

“  and  if  in  Rent,  then  fpecifying  the  Names  of  the 
“  Owners  or  PciTefTors  of  the  Lands  or  Tenements, 

“  cut  cf  which  fuch  Rent  is  iffuing,  or  of  feme  or  one 
of  them)  lying  or  being  at  in 
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“  the  County  of  cf  the  clear  yearly  value 

64  of  forty  Shillings,  over  and  above  all  Rents  and 
44  Charges  payable  out  of,  or  in  refpebt  of  the  fame  ;■ 
44  and  that  you  have  been  in  the  abtual  Poffeffion  or 
“  Receipt  of  the  Rents  and  Profits  thereof,  for  your 
44  own  Ufe,  above  twelve  Ktdendar  Months ,  or  that  the 
44  fame  came  to  you,  within  the  time  aforefaid,  by  De- 
44  fcent.  Marriage,  Marriage-Settlement,  Devife,  or 
44  Promotion  to  a  Benefice  in  a  Church,  or  by  Promotion 
44  to  an  Office  ;  and  that  fuch  Freehold  Eftate  has  not 
44  been  granted  or  made  to  you  fraudulently,  on  purpofe 
44  to  qualify  you  to  give  your  Vote  ;  and  that  the  Place 
44  of  your  Abode  is  at  in 

44  and  that  you  are  twenty-one  Years  of 

44  Age,  as  you  believe,  and  that  you  have  not  been 
44  polled  before  at  this  Election.” 

In  the  19  Geo.  II..  c.  28.  there  palled  the  following 
A£*c  for  the  better  regulating  cf  Elections  of  Members  to. 
ferve  in  Parliament,  for  fuch  Cities  and  Towns,  in  that 
Part  of  Great  Britain  called  England ,  as  are  Counties  of 
themfelves. 

ip  Geo. II.  Whereas  by  an  Act  made  and  palled  in  the  laft  Sef- 
e.  a8*  lion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  An  Aft  to  explain  and  amend 
the  Laws ,  touching  the  Elections  of  Knights  of  the  Shire  to 
ferve  in  Parliament  for  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  feveral  good  Provifions  were  enabled  for  the 
better  reguLting  the  faid  Elections  ;  and  whereas  it  is 
rcafonable,  that  like  Provifions  fhould  be  made  for  the 
due  Elebtion  of  Members 'to  ferve  in  Parliament,  for 
fuch  Cities  and  Towns  in  that  Part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England ,  as  are  Counties  of  themfelves,  and  in 
which  Perfons  have  a  Right  to  vote  for  elebting  fuch 
Members,  for  and  in  refpebt  of  Freehold  Lands,  Tene¬ 
ments  or  Hereditaments,  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty 
Shillings  ;  Therefore  be  it  enabled.  That  every  Perfon 
demanded  to  vote  for  the  Eleblion  of  any  Member  to 
ferve  in  Parliament  for  fuch  City  or  Town,  being  a 
County  of  itfeif,  in  that  Part  of  Great  Britain ,  called 
England ,  for  and  in  Refpebt  of  any  Freehold  Eftate  of 
forty  Shillings  a  Year,  fhall,  before  he  is  admitted  to 
pell  at  the  faid  Election  (if  required  by  the  Candidates, 
©r  any  of  them,  Gr  any  Perfon  having  a  Right  to  vote 

at 
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at  the  laid  Election)  firft  take  the  Oath,  (or  being  a 
Quaker,  the  folemn  Affirmation)  following,  videlicet , 

“You  fhall  fwear  (or,  being  a  Quaker,  you  fhall  EleSors 
“  folemnly  affirm)  That  you  have  a  Freehold  Eftate  Oath. 

“  confifting  of,  (fpecifying  the  Nature  of  fuch  Freehold 
“  Eftate,  whether  Meffuage,  Land,  P^ent,  Tythe,  or 
“  what  eife  ;  and  if  fuch  Freehold  Eftate  confifts  in 
“  Meffuages,  Lands,  or  Tythes,  then  fpecifying  in 
“  whofe  Occupation  the  fame  are  ;  and  if  Rent,  then 
“  fpecifying  the  Names  of  the  Owner  or  PofTeffors  of 
“  the  Lands  or  Tenements,  out  of  which  fuch  Rent  is 
“  ilfuing,  or  fome  or  one  of  t  lem)  lying  or  being  in  the 
“  City  and  County,  or  Town  and  County  (as  the  Cafe 
“  may  be)  of  of  the  clear  yearly 

“  Value  of  forty  Shillings,  over  and  above  all  Rents  and 
“  Charges  payable  out  of,  or  in  refpedt  of  the  fame  ; 

“  and  that  you  have  been  in  the  adtual  Poffeffion  or 
“  Receipt  of  the  Rents  and  Profits  thereof,  for  your 
“  own  Ufe,  above  twelve  Calendar  Months  ;  or  that  the 
“  fame  came  to  you  within  the  time  aforefaid  by  Defcent, 

“  Marriage,  Marriage-Settlement,  Devife,  or  by  Pro- 
“  motion  to  a  Benefice  in  a  Church,  or  by  Pro- 
“  motion  to  an  Office;  and  that  fuch  Freehold  Eftate 
“  has  not  been  granted  or  made  to  you  fraudulently,  on 
purpofe  to  qualify  you  to  give  your  Vote  ;  and  that 
“  the  Place  of  your  abode  is  at 

“in  and  that  you  are  twenty- one 

“  Years  of  Age,  as  you  believe  ;  and  that  you  have  not 
“  been  polled  before  at  this  Election.” 

Which  Oath  (or  folemn  Affirmation)  the  Sheriff  or 
Sheriffs,  by  him  or  themfelves,  or  his  or  their  Under- 
Sheriff  or  Under-Sheriffs,  or  fuch  fworn  Clerk  or  Clerks, 
as  fhall  be  by  him  or  them  appointed  for  the  taking  of 
the  Poll,  is  and  are  hereby  required  to  adminifter  ; 
and  in  Cafe  any  Freeholder,  or  other  Perfon,  taking  the 
faid  Oath  or  Affirmation  hereby  appointed,  fhall  there¬ 
by  commit  wilful  Perjury,  and  be  thereof  convifled  ; 
and  if  any  Perfon  do  unlawfully  and  corruptly  procure 
or  fuborn  any  Freeholder,  or  other  Perfon,  to  take  the 
faid  Oath  or  Affirmation,  in  order  to  be  polled,  whereby 
he  fhall  commit  fuq  1  wilful  Perjury,  and  fhall  be  thereof 
convidled  ;  he  and  they,  for  every  fuch  Offence,  fhall 
incur  Pains  and  Penalties,  as  are  in  and  by  two  Acts  of 
Parliament,  the  one  made  in  the  fifth  Year  of  the  Reign 
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of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth ,  Intituled,  An  Adt  for  pur.ifh- 
ment  of  fuch  Perfons  as  fall  procure  or  commit  wilful  Per¬ 
jury  ;  *  the  other-  made  in  the  fecond  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  An  Apt  for  the  more 
effectual  preventing  and  further  Punijhment  of  Forgery ,  Per - 
jury ,  Subornation  of  Perjury  ;  and  to  make  it  Felony  to  fieal 
Bonds ,  Notes ,  or  other  Securities  for  Payment  of  Money  ;  f 
directed  to  be  inflidted  for  Offences  committed  contrary 
to  the  faid  Adis. 

III.  Provided  always,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  vote  for 
the  electing  a  Member  or  Members  to  ferve  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  fuch  City  6r  Town,  being  a  County  of  itfeif  as 
aforefaid,  within  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  cabled  England , 
in  refpebl  or  in  right  of  any  Freehold,  Meffuages,  Lands 
or  Tenements,  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  Shillings  as 
aforefaid,  which  have  not  been  charged  or  afieffed  to¬ 
wards  forne  aid  granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  his  Heirs  or  Succeflors,  by  a  Land-tax  in 
Great  Britain ,  twelve  Calendar  Months  next  before  fuch 
EledVion  ;  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  fhall 
extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  reftrain  any  Perfon  from 
voting  in  any  fuch  Election  for  Cities  and  Towns  as 
are  Counties  of  themfelves  as  aforefaid,  in  refpedt  or  in 
right  of  any  Rents,  or  any  Mefluages  or  Seats  belong¬ 
ing  to  any  Offices,  in  regard  or  by  reafon  that  the  fame 
have  not  been  ufually  charged  or  afieffed  to  the  Aid 
commonly  called  the  Land-tax  ; 

IV.  And,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  vote  in  fuch  Elec¬ 
tion  of  a  Member  or  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for 
any  City  or  Town  being  a  County  of  itfeif,  and  in 

*  Subornation  a  Penalty  of  forty  Pounds.  For  want  of  EfFefts 
to  pay  fuch  Penalty,  a  Year’s  Imprifonment,  and  Pillory  in 
the  open  Market,  and  rendered  incapable  of  giving  Evidence 
in  any  Court  of  Record.  Committing  of  Perjury  twenty 
Pounds  Penalty,  fix  Months  Imprifonment,  and  the  Perfon 
rendered  incapable  of  giving  Evidence.  If  he  cannot  pay  the 
twenty  Pounds  to  be  fet  in  the  Pillory,  in  the  Market-place, 
and  for  ever  difcredited. 

f  Perjury  and  Subornation  of  Perjury,  Commitment  to  the 
Koufe  of  Correction,  for  any  Term  net  exceeding  feven  Years, 
there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour,  or  Tranfportation  for  a 
Term  not  exceeding  feven  Years,  and  return  from  Tranfpor¬ 
tation,  Death,  as  a  Felon. 


which 
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which  Perfons  have  a  right  to  vote  for  fuch  Members, 
for  and  in  refped  of  Lands,  Tenements,  or  Heredita¬ 
ments,  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  Shillings,  unlefs  fuch 
Perfons  fball  have  a  Freehold  Eftate  in  the  City  and 
County,  or  Town  and  County,  for  which  he  votes, 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forty  Shillings,  over  and 
above  all  Rents  and  Charges  payable  out  of  or  in  re¬ 
fped  of  the  fame,  and  fhall  have  been  in  the  adual  Pof- 
feffion  or  in  the  Receipt  of  the  Rents  and  Profits  thereof 
for  his  own  Ufe,  above  twelve  calendar  Months,  ex¬ 
cept  the  fame  came  to  him  within  the  Time  aforefaid  by 
Defcent,  Marriage,  Marriage  Settlement,  Devife  or 
Promotion  to  any  Benefice  in  a  Church,  or  by  Promo¬ 
tion  to  an  Office  ;  and  no  Perfon  fhall  vote  in  refped  or 
in  right  of  any  Freehold  Eftate  which  was  made  or 
granted  to  him  fraudulently ,  on  purpofe  to  qualify  him 
to  give  his  Vote,  or  fhall  vote  more  than  once  at  the 
fame  Election ;  and  if  any  Perfon  fhall  vote  in  any  fuch 
Eledion  contrary  to  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  hereof, 
he  fhall  forfeit  to  any  Candidate,  for  whom  fuch  Vote 
fhall  not  have  been  given,  and  who  fhall  firft  fue  for  the 
fame,  the  Sum  of  forty  Pounds,  to  be  recovered  by 
him  or  them,  his  or  their  Executors  or  Adminiftrators, 
together  with  full  Cofts  of  Suit,  by  Adion  of  Debt, 
in  any  of  his  Majefty’s  Courts  of  Record  at  Wejhmnjler , 
wherein  no  EfToin,  Protedion,  \Vaget  of  Law,  Privi¬ 
lege  or  Imparlance  fhall  be  admitted  or  allowed  ;  and  in 
every  fuch  Adion  the  Proof  fhall  lie  on  fuch  Perfon 
againft  whom  the  fame  was  brought,  unlefs  the  Fad  on 
which  fuch  Adion  is  grounded  be,  the  having  polled 
more  than  once  at  the  fame  Eledion. 

V-  Provided  always,  That  every  Adion,  Suit,  In- 
didment,  or  Information  given  by  this  Ad,  fhall  be 
commenced  within  the  Space  of  nine  calendar  Months, 
after  the  Fad,  upon  which,  the  fame  is  grounded,  fhall 
have  been  committed. 

VI.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enaded  by  the  Au¬ 
thority  aforefaid,  That  this  Ad,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained  (other  than  except  fuch  Claufes  and  Provifions 
as  are  by  this  Ad  made  for  or  concerning  allowing 
Cheque  Books,  or  for  or  concerning  Notice  to  be  given 
of  the  Time  and  Place  of  Eledion,  and  proceeding  to 
Eledion  thereupon)  fhall  not  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to 
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extend,  to  any  City  or  Town,  being  a  County  of  itfelf» 
or  to  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  .where  the  Right  of  voting 
for  any  Member  or  Members  of  any  fuch  City  or  Town 
is,  for  or  in  refpecf  of  Burgage  Tenure,  or  where  the 
Right  of  voting  for  fuch  Member  or  Members,  for  or  in 
refpecff  of  a  Freehold,  does  not  require  the  fame  to  be  of 
the  yearly  value  of  forty  Shillings. 

They  who  reprefent  Cities  are  difringuifhed  by  the 
Name  of  Citizens ;  and  they  who  are  the  Representatives 
of  Borough-Towns,  are  chofen  after  divers  Manners,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Privileges  granted  them  by  Royal  Charter,  or 
claimed  by  Prefcription.  But  the  rnofr  common  Method 
is  by  a  Majority  of  the  Voices  of  the  Freemen,  or  of 
the  Corporation. 

It  appears  upon  Record  that  this  Parliament  originally 
was  annual :  But  it  is  not  certain  how  long  this  Cuftora 
continued  :  for  as  it  was  in  the  Power  of  the  Sovereign 
to  call  and  diffolve  Parliaments  at  his  own  Pleafure,  fome 
of  our  Kings  fummoned  them  only  at  fuch  Times,  as 
they  found  it  neceiTary  to  have  the  Sandfion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  to  burthen  the  People  with  "['axes,  &c-  and  they 
buffered  them  to  fit  no  longer,  than  they  and  theirMinifters 
faw  convenient.  This  Abufe  of  Parliaments,  at  laft  fur¬ 
red  up  fuch  a  Spirit  of  Refen'cment,  that  in  j6  Car.  I. 
the  People  obtained  an  Acl  for  triennial  Parliaments. 
But  this  was  not  made  effectual  till  tire  6th  of  William 
and  Mary.  Which  eftablifhed  triennial  Parliaments,  "and 
by  a  Statute  i  Geo.  I.  the  Continuance  of  Parliament 
was  and  is  now  /even  Years ,  from  the  Day  in  which  the 
Writ  of  Summons  for  them  to  meet  is  dated. 

The  Houfe  in  which  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People 
where  they  afemble,  in  their  Legifative  Capacity,  is  called  St.  Ste- 
ailemblc.  phen  s-Cbapel,  and  adjoins  to  the  South-Eaft  Angle  of 
Wejlmliffter-Hall.  It  was  built  by  King  Stephen ,  as 
Chapel  to  his  Palace  :  which  was  rebuilt  and  made  a 
Collegiate  Church,  by  King  Edward  ill.  In  which 
State  it  continued  well  endowed,  ’till  furrendered  to 
King  Edward  VI.  who  appropriated  the  faid  Collegiate 
Church,  for  the  Reception  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
Commons  of  England:  from  which  Time,  it  has  been 
called  The  Houfe  of  Conwions. 

It  is  a  very  fpacious  Room  :  at  the  upper  End  is  the 
Speaker’s  Chair  raifeu.  Before  him  is  a  Table,  at 
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which  fit  the  Clerk  of  Parliament  and  his  Affifiant ; 
and  both  they,  and  the  Speaker,  wear  Gowns  like  Coun- 
fellors  in  Term-Time.  The  four  Reprefentatives  for 
the  City  of  London ,  on  the  firfi  Day  of  Parliament  appear 
in  Scarlet  Gowns,  and  fit  together  at  the  Speaker’s 
Rio-ht-hand.  But  the  other  Members  neither  wear 

O 

Robes,  nor  have  any  particular  Places  afligned  them  j 
every  one  taking  his  Seat  promifcuoufly.  And  they  fit 
every  Day  to  do  Bufmefs,  at  twelve  o’Clock,  except 
Sundays ,  or  fame  extraordinary  Feftival,  or  Faft-Day. 

This  Houfe  has  an  equal  Share  with  the  Lords  in 
making  Laws :  none  can  be  made  without  the  Confent 
of  the  Commons,  who,  in  a  fpecial  Manner,  are  the 
Guardians  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People  :  and  they  have 
Power,  as  the  Grand  InqueH  of  the  Nation,  to  empeach 
the  greateH  Lords  in  the  Kingdom,  both  fpiritual  and 
temporal. 

After  the  Speaker  and  Members  have  taken  the  Oaths 
again  in  the  Houfe,  and  fubfcribed  their  Opinions  againft 
the  Dodirines  of  Tranfubftantiation,  the  Invocation  and 
Adoration  of  Saints,  and  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs,  and 
abjured  the  Pretender ,  the  Handing  Orders  of  the  Houfe 
are  read,  and  grand  Committees  appointed  to  fit  on  ufual 
Days  :  Such  as  the  Committee  for  Privileges,  Elections, 
Grievances,  Trade  and  Religion. 

Mis  the  Speaker’s  Duty  to  fee  that  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe  be  obferved  ;  to  Hate  the  Bills  that  are  brought 
in  ;  to  colled!  the  Subfiance  of  the  Debates,  and  the 
Senfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  them  ;  and  he  is  not  allowed  to 
vote,  except  the  Houfe  be  equally  divided  :  neither  is 
he  to  perfuade  or  diifuade  in  paffing  a  Bill ;  but  only  to 
make  a  fhort  and  plain  Narrative. 

The  Handing  Committees  being  fettled,  another  Com¬ 
mittee  is  appointed  to  draw  up  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks 
to  his  Majefly,  for  his  mod  gracious  Speech. 

As  the  Defign  of  Parliament  is  to  keep  up  the  Con- 
ftitution,  to  fupport  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  and  to 
maintain  the  Privileges  of  the  People  ;  to  raife  fuch  Sub- 
fidies  or  Aids,  as  Occafion  requires,  to  make  neceffary 
Laws,  and  to  redrefs  all  public  Grievances  :  fo  they  im¬ 
mediately  enter  upon  the  national  Bufmefs,  cither  to 
make  new  Laws,  or  to  abrogate  old  ones. 
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Manner  of  Any  Member  is  allowed  to  move  for  a  Bill  to  be 
ali'if;1.1'8 in  brought  in.  But  he  mull,  on  that  ftrft  Inftance,  open 
the  Matter  of  it  to  the  Houfe,  and  offer  Reaions  for  ad¬ 
mitting  thereof.  If  the  Houfe  approve  of  this  Motion,'  a 
Bill  is  ordered  to  be  prepared  by  the  Member,  that 
made  the  Motion,  and  fome  of  thofe,  who  feconded  it. 
Who,  having  made  it  ready,  bring  it  in,  with  Leave, 
and  move  to  have  it  read. 

The  firft  reading  of  a  Bill  is  by  the  Clerk  at  the  T  a- 
ble  :  and  then  the  Speaker  puts  the  Queftion,  whether  it 
Ihall  have  a  feeond  reading.  The  fecond  reading  being 
palled,  the  Queftion  is  put,  whether  it  ihall  be  commit¬ 
ted,  either  to  a  Committee  of  the  y/hole  Hour:,  if  the 
Bill  be  of  Importance  ;  or  to  a  private  Committee,  then 
to  be  named,  and  to  meet  in  the  Speaker’s  Chamber, 
and  to  report  their  Opinion  and  Kcioiutions  to  the 
Houfe.  Which  Committee  chuff  their  Chairman,  who 
appoints  a  Clerk,  and,  reading  the  'Bill  Paragraph  by 
Paragraph,  he  puts  every  Claufe  to  the  Queftion,  fills 
up  the  Blanks  and  makes  the  Amendments,  according 
to  the  Opinion  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee.  T  he 
Bill,  thus  amended  and  altered,  perhaps,  is  carried  and 
reported  by  the  Chairman  to  the  whole  Houfe  ;  who 
having  allowed  the  Bill  fo  amended,  to  be  engroffed,  or 
written  fair  on  Parchment,  it  is  read  a  third  Time  ;  and 
if  then,  upon  the  Queftion  put  by  the  Speaker,  the  Bill 
doth  pafs,  the  Clerk  writes  on  the  Bill  Soit  bailie  aux 
Seigneurs ,  i.  e.  Let  it  be  carried  up  to  the  I^ords. 

Riders.  Where  note,  that  when  an  engroffed  Bill  is  read,  and 

any  Claufes'  referred  to  be  added  to  it,  they  muft  be  on 
Parchment  engroffed  like  the  Bill,  which  are  then  called 
Riders:  and  if  agreed  to,  they  are  added  to  the  ±5ill. 

Sometimes  Bills  are  moved  for  by  Petition  offered 
at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  and  brought  up  and  prefented 
at  the  Table  by  the  Member,  that  prefents  it. 

Forty1  Members  are  neceffary  to  make  a  Houfe  :  and 
eight  a  Committee.  And  when  the  Members  refolve 
them felves  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe;  the 
Speaker’s  Mace  is  laid  under  the  Table,  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Commi  ttee  takes  the  Chair,  where  the  Clerk  of  the 
Houfe  ' ufually  fits. 

How  Votes  In  voting,  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
ted  coU'C*  vo'e  by  Teas  and  Noes  :  but  when  it  appears  doubtful, 

which 
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which  is  the  greateft  Number,  the  Houfe  divides.  If  the 
Queftion  relates  to  any  thing  already  in  the  Houfe,  the 
Noes  go  out :  but  if  it  be  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  Petition, 
tffc.  the  Teas  go  out.  In  thefe  Cafes  the  Speaker  ap¬ 
points  four  Tellers,  two  of  each  Opinion;  who,  after 
they  have  told  thofe  within ,  place  themfelves  in  the  Paf- 
fage  between  the  Bar  and  the  Door,  and  tell  the.  others, 
who  went  out.  Then  the  Tellers,  who  have  the  Majo¬ 
rity,  take  the  Right-hand,  and  placing  themfelves  within 
the  Bar,  all  four  advance,  bowing  three  times,  then 
deliver  the  Numbers  at  the  Table,  faying,  the  Teas  are 
fo  many,  and  the  Noes  are  fo  many.  Which  being  re¬ 
peated  by  the  Speaker,  he  then  declares  the  Majority. 

When  there  happens  a  Divifion  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  the  Members  divide  only  by  changing 
Sides,  the  Teas  taking  the  right  Hand  of  the  Chair,  and 
the  Noes  the  left.  In  which  Cafe  there  are  no  more  than 
two  Tellers. 

If  1  the  Lords  demur  upon  a  Bill  fent  up  from  the  when  a 
Commons  ;  a  Conference  is  demanded  with  the  Lords  in  Conference 
the  Painted  Chamber ;  where  certain  Members,  deputed  j^rds^s 
from  each  Houfe  meet.  The  Lords  fit  at  Table  covered,  neceffary. 
but  the  Commons  ftand  uncovered.  If  they  difagree, 
the  Affair  is  dropped  :  but  if  they  come  to  an  Agree¬ 
ment,  the  Bill  paffes  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  comes 
with  other  Bills,  that  have  palled  both  Houfes,  to  receive 
the  Royal  Affent. 

Money  Bills  always  begin  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons;  Money- 
becaufe  the  greateft:  Supplies  are  raifed  by  the  People;  Bills, 
therefore  the  Commons  will  not  allow  the  Lords  to  alter 
them. 

A  Bill  for  a  general  Pardon  has  alfo  this  Peculiarity  in  Qeneraj 
it.  It  has  but  one  reading  in  each  Houfe  ;  becaufe  they  Pardon, 
mull  take  it  as  the  King  will  pleafe  to  give  it. 

In  regard  to  the  Order  of  the  Houfe,  it  is  to  be  ob-  Order  of 
Terved,  That  whoever  fpeaks  to  a  Bill,  or  to  make  a  tpeaking. 
Motion,  or  a  Reply,  rnuft  ftand  up  and  be  uncovered, 
directing  his  Speech  to  the  Speaker.  But  if  two  rife  up 
at  the  fame  Time  and  fpeak,  the  Speaker  is  to  determine, 
which  of  the  two  fhail  give  way  to  the  other.  Whoever 
is  fpeaking  mult  be  heard  out  without  any  Interruption, 
except  in  l'ome  Cafes,  when  the  Speaker  has  a  Right  to 
interpofe,  if  he  deviates  from  the  Matter  in  Hand,  &c. 

-  And 
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And  if  any  thing  be  done  contrary  to  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe,  and  the  Speaker  does  not  call  to  order,  any 
one  may  rife  up  and  fpeak  to  it  even  in  the  midft  of  a 
Debate.  But  whoever  rifes  up  to  fpeak  to  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe,  muft  keep  within  that  Line  ;  for  if  he  falls 
from  the  Matter  in  Debate,  he  ought  to  be  taken  down  by 
the  Speaker,  or  by  any  other  Member  of  the  Houfe  call¬ 
ing  to  the  Orders.  If  he  be  anfwered  by  another,  he 
is  not  allowed  to  reply  the  fame  Day,  unlefs  perfonally 
fefledted  on,  or  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time:  For  no 
Body  is  to  fpeak  to  a  Bill  above  once  in  a  Day,  unlefs  the 
whole  Houfe  be  turned  into  a  Committee,  and  then  every 
Member  may  reply  as  often  as  the  Chairman  fhall  think 
proper.  But  if  a  Bill  be  rejected,  it  cannot  be  any  more 
propofed,  during  the  fame  Seffions. 

No  Member  in  fpeaking  or  debating  ought  to  mention 
the  Name  of  any  other  then  prefent  ;  but  to  defcribe 
him  by  his  Title  or  Addition,  as,  That  noble  Lord ,  That 
worthy  Knight  or  Gentleman  :  or  by  his  Office,  as  Mr. 
Attorney-General ,  Gentleman  of  the  Long  Robe ,  & c.  Or 
by  his  Place  or  Seat,  as,  That  Gentleman  near  the  Chair , 
or,  on  the  other  Side ,  or,  that  Gentleman  that  fpoke  lafl ,  &c. 
Much  lefs  ought  there  to  be  ufed  any  reviling  or  reflect¬ 
ing  Expreffions.  Such  Language  is  liable  to  the  Cen- 
fure  of  the  Houfe.  And  fhould  there  be  thrown  out  any 
offenfive  Words  againft  the  Sovereign,  the  Houfe,  or  the 
Conftitution,  the  Member  is  called  to  the  Bar,  and  there 
reprimanded  on  his  Knees  by  the  Speaker,  or  if  the 
Offence  be  great,  he  may  be  fent  to  the  Tovjer. 

Bill  fentup  When  a  Bill  is  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  the  Meffengers 

Lords  carry  it  with  great  Refpect  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  who  rife  from  their  Places,  and  come  down  to  meet 
them  :  and  the  Title  of  the  Bill  being  read  by  the  chief 
Meffenger,  it  is  humbly  delivered  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  But  when  a  Bill  is  fent  by  the  Lords 
to  the  Commons,  they  fend  none  of  their  Members  ;  but 
only  fome  of  the  Matters  in  Chancery,  or  another  Perfon 
whofe  Place  is  on  the  Wool-packs  ;  and  who,  coming  up 
to  the  Speaker,  and  bowing  thrice,  reads  the  Title,  de¬ 
fires  it  may  be  taken  into  Connderation,  and  delivers  it 
to  the  Speaker.  But  in  Meffages  of  great  Importance, 
the  Lords  fend  one  or  two  of  the  Judges  to  t'^e  Houfe  of 
Commons. 


When 
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When  there  is  a  Call  of  the  Houfe,  every  Member  pre- 
fent  uncovers  his  Head,  and  ftands  up  when  he  is  called. 
Excufes  then  made  for  the  abfent  Members  are  ad¬ 
mitted  :  but  where  there  is  no  Excufe,  the  abfent  Mem¬ 
ber  is  entered  deficit ,  and  may  be  fent  for  by  the  Ser¬ 
jeant  at  Arms  ;  except  any  one  be  abfent  in  the  Coun¬ 
try  with  Leave,  which  is  never  denied. 

When  a  Seat  in  this  Houfe  becomes  vacant  by  the 
Death,  or  Promotion  of  a  Member,  the  Speaker,  by 
Order  of  the  Houfe,  iffues  his  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of 
Crown  for  making  a  new  Writ,  directed  to  the  Sheriff 
of  the  County  or  chief  Magiftrate  of  the  Place,  represent¬ 
ed  by  the  Perfon  deceafed  or  promoted,  in  order  for  the 
Electors  to  proceed  to  the  Election  of  a  new  Represen¬ 
tative. 

A  Member  of  Parliament  is  intitled  to  Several  Privi¬ 
leges  more  than  another  Subject.  He  has  Privilege  for 
his  Servants,  Horfes  and  other  Goods  and  Chatties.  In 
his  own  Perfon,  he  is  privileged  from  Suits,  Arrefts,  Im¬ 
prisonment,  Attendance  on  L  rials,  Gfc.  Serving  on  Ju¬ 
ries,  and  the  like  ;  alfo  from  being  Summoned  or  called 
to  attend  upon  any  Suit  in  other  Courts  by  Subpoena  or 
Citation  •  ferved  on  them  ;  except  in  Cafes  of  Treafon, 
Felony,  Breach  of  the  Peace  or  Out-Iawry.  And  thefe 
Privileges  extend  to  their  menial  Servants  ;  and  to  the 
Officers  attending  the  Houfe  during  the  fitting  of  Par¬ 
liament,  except  in  Adtions  for  a  Debt  or  Duty  due  to 
the  Crown,  which  is  not  to  be  impeached ,  Jlayed  or  de¬ 
layed  under  the  Colour  or  Pretence  of  Privilege  of  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

As  we  are  on  the  Subject  of  Parliaments,  we  will 
here  Set  forth  an  Adt  of  great  Confequence  to  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  which  gives  a  Right  to  every  one  aggrieved  by,  or 
having  any  juft  Demands  againft  privileged  Perfons,  at 
certain  Times  to  proceed  at  Law,  in  Equity,  or  in  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Courts  againft  all  Lords  and  Members  of 
Parliament,  and  all  others  intitled  to  its  Privilege,  viz. 
the  ii  Geo.  II.  c.  24.  wherein  it  is  declared,  “  That 
“  for  the  preventing  all  Delays,  the  King  or  his  Subjects 
“  may  receive  in  any  of  his  Courts  of  Law  or  Equity, 
<c  and  for  their  Eafe  in  the  Recovery  of  their  Rights  and 
“  and  Titles  to  anyLands, Tenements,  or  Hereditaments, 

and  their. Debts,  or  other  Dues,  for  which  they  have 

“  Caufe 
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“  Caufe  of  Suit,  or  Adfion,  an  A<£I  was  made  in  the 
“  1 2th  and  i  3th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Wiilliam  III. 
“  intituled.  An  At 1  for  preventing  any  Inconveniencies  that 
“  ?nay  happen  hy  Privilege  of  Parliament .  Whereby  ne- 
“  vertheleis  the  Privilege  of  Parliaments  is  reftrained 
“  only  in  Actions,  or  Suits  commenced  or  profecuted  in 
tc  the  Courts,  and  for  the  Caufes,  therein  particularly 
mentioned  :  and  whereas  great  Inconveniencies  may 
“  happen  to  his  Majefty,  and  his  Subjects,  with  refpedt 
cc  to  their  Rights  and  Titles  of  Lands,  Tenements,  or 
“  Hereditaments,  and  their  Debts,  or  other  Dues,  for 
<c  which  they  have  Caufe  of  Suit  or  Adtion,  if  the  Pri- 
tc  vilege  or  Parliament  be  not  reftrained  upon  Actions 
“  or  Suits  commenced  or  profecuted  in  other  Courts 
tc  within  Great  Britain  and  Ireland For  Remedy 
thereof,  be  it  enacted.  That  any  Perfon  and  Perfons  fhall 
and  may  commence  and  profecute  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland ,  any  Action  or  Suit  in  any  Court  of  Record,  or 
Court  of  Equity,  or  of  Admiralty,  and  in  all  Caufes 
matrimonial  and  teftamentary,  in  any  Court  having 
Cognizance  of  Caufes  matrimonial  and  teftamentary, 
againft  any  Peer  or  Lord  of  Parliament  of  Great  Britain , 
or  againft  any  of  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgeffes  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain  for  the  Time 
being,  or  againft  their  or  any  of  their  menial  or  other 
Servants,  or  any  other  Perfon  intitled  to  the  Privilege 
of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain ,  at  any  Time  from 
and  immediately  after  the  Diffblution  or  Prorogation  of 
any  Parliament,  until  a  new  Parliament  final  1  meet  or 
the  fame  be  re-aflembled,  and  from  and  immediately  after 
any  Adjournment  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  for  above 
the  Space  of  fourteen  Days,  until  both  Houfes  fhall  meet 
or  re-aflemble  ;  and  that  the  faid  refpedfive  Courts  fhall 
and  may  after  fuch  Diflolution,  Prorogation,  or  Adjourn¬ 
ment,  as  aforefaid,  proceed  to  give  Judgment,  and  to 
make  final  Orders,  Decrees,  and  Sentences,  and  award 
Execution  thereupon  ;  any  Privilege  of  Parliament  to  the 
contrary  nothwithftanding. 

2.  Provided  neverthelefs.  That  this  AH  fhall  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  fubjecft  the  Perfon  of  any  Knights,  Citizens, 
and  Burgefles  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain , 
or  any  other  Perfon  intitled  to  Privilege  of  Parliament, 
to  be  arrefted  durine  the  Time  of  Privilege;  neverthe- 
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lefs  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  of  the 
Courts  of  Great  Seffions  in  Wales ,  Courts  of  Seffions  in 
the  Counties  Palatine  of  Chejler ,  Lancajler,  and  Durham , 
Courts  of  King’s- Bench,  Common-Pleas ,  and  Exchequer  in 
Ireland,  after  any  Diffblution,  Prorogation,  or  fuch  Ad¬ 
journment  as  aforefaid,  or  before  any  Seffion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  or  Meeting  of  both  Houfes,  as  aforefaid,  to  have 
and  ufe  fuch  and  the  like  Methods  of  proceeding,  and 
to  iffue  fuch  and  the  like  Procefs  again  ft  any  fuch  Peer 
or  Lord  of  Parliament ;  or  againft  any  of  the  faid  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgeffes,  or  other  Perfons  intitled  to  the 
Privilege  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  as  the 
Courts  of  Kings-Bench,  Common-Pleas,  and  Exchequer  in 
England ,  are  by  the  faid  recited  Act  impowered  and  di¬ 
rected  to  ufe  and  iffue  reflectively  ;  and  that  it  fhall  and 
fnay  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  Ireland , 
and  the  Court  Equity  in  the  Exchequer  there,  to  have 
and  ufe  fuch  and  the  like  Methods  of  Proceeding,  and  to 
iffue  fuch  and  the  like  Procefs  within  the  Times  and 
againft  the  Perfons  aforefaid,  as  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Court  of  Exche¬ 
quer  in  England,  are,  by  the  faid  recited  Act:,  refpec- 
tively  directed  and  impowered  to  ufe  and  iffue ;  and 
that  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  of  the 
other  Courts  herein  before  defcribed,  the  Procefs 
whereof  is  not  particularly  directed  by  the  faid  recited 
,  Act,  or  by  this  Act,  after  any  Diffolution,  Prorogation, 
or  fucl\  Adjournment  as  aforefaid,  or  before  any  Seffion 
of  Parliament,  or  Meeting  of  both  Ploufes  as  afore¬ 
faid,  to  iffue  fuch  and  the  like  Procefs  againft  any 
fuch  Peer  or  Lord  of  Parliament,  or  againft  any  of  the 
faid  Knights,  Citizens,  or  Burgeffes,  or  other  Perfon  in- 
titled  to  the  Privilege  of  Parliament,  as  fuch  Courts 
may  now  lawfully  iffue  againft  Perfons  not  liable  to  be 
arrefted  or  imprifoned. 

3.  And  be  it  enabled  by  the  Authority  aforefaid. 
That  where  any  Plaintiff  fhall,  by  reafon  or  occafion  of 
Privilege  of  Parliament,  be  flayed  or  prevented  from 
profecuting  any  Suit  by  him  commenced  ;  fuch  Plaintiff 
fhall  not  be  barred  by  any  Statute  of  Limitation^  or 
nonfuited,  difmiffed,  nor  his  Suit  difcontinued  for 
want  of  Profecution  of  the  Suit  by  him  begun  ;  but 
fhall  from  Time  to  Time  upon  the  rifing  of  the  Parlia- 
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ment  be  at  Liberty  to  proceed  to  Judgment  and  Execu- 
tion. 

4.  And  it  is  hereby  enacted,  That  no  Adtion,  Suit, 
Procefs,  Order,  Judgment,  Decree,  or  Proceeding  in 
Law  or  Equity  againft  the  King’s  original  and  imme¬ 
diate  Debtor,  for  the  Recovery  or  obtaining  of  any  Debt 
or  Duty  originally  and  immediately  due  or  payable 
unto  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs  or  Succeffors,  or  againft 
any  Accountant,  cr  Perfon  anfwerable  or  liable  to  ren¬ 
der  any  Account  unto  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs  or  Succef¬ 
fors,  for  any  Part  or  Branch  of  any  of  his  or  their  Reve¬ 
nues,  or  other  original  and  immediate  Debt  or  Duty, 
or  the  Execution  of  any  fuch  Procefs,  Order,  Judg¬ 
ment,  Decrees  or  Proceedings,  lhall  be  impeached, 
ftayed,  or  delayed  in  any  Court  in  Great  Britain  or  Ire¬ 
land ,  by  or  under  the  Colour  or  Pretence  of  any  Pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  yet  fo,  ne- 
verthelefs,  that  the  Perfon  of  any  fuch  Debtor  or  Ac¬ 
countant,  or  Perfon  anfwerable  or  liable  to  account, 
being  a  Peer  or  Lord  of  Parliament  of  Great  Britain , 
{hall  not  be  liable  to  be  arrefted  or  imprifoned  by  or 
upon  any  fuch  Suit,  Order,  Judgment,  Decree,  Procefs 
or  Proceedings,  or  being  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  Great  Britain ,  {hall  not,  during  the  Con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Privilege  of  Parliament,  be  arrefted  or 
imprifonment  by  or  upon  any  fuch  Order,  Judgment, 
Decree,  Procefs  or  Proceedings. 

5.  Provided  neverthelefs,  That  neither  this  Adt, 
nor  any  Thing  therein  contained,  {hall  extend  to  give 
any  Jurifdidtion,  Power,  or  Authority  to  any  Court,  to 
hold  Plea  in  any  real  or  mixed  Adtion,  in  any  other 
Manner  than  fuch  Court  might  have  done  before  the 
making  this  Act. 

2  &  3  Ann.  And  by  another  Adt  2^3  Ann.  cap.  18.  for  the  fur- 
cap.  18-  ther  Explanation  and  Regulation  of  Privilege  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  in  relation  to  Perfons  in  publick  Offices,  it  is  fur¬ 
ther  declared,  Whereas  it  is  moft  juft  and  reafonable,  that 
Perfons  employed  in  Offices  and  Places  of  public  Truft, 
ftiould  at  ail  Times  be  accountable  for  any  Mifdemeanors 
therein,  and  the  public  Juftice  of  the  Realm  requireth 
a  vigorous  Profecution  of  fuch  Offenders:  To  the  end 
therefore  that  your  Majefty’s  good  Subjects  may  not  lie 
under  any  Doubts  or  Dilccuragements,  whereby  fuch 

Profecu- 
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Profecutions  might  be  prevented  or  delayed  ;  may  it 
pleafe  your  mod:  excellent  Majefty,  that  it  may  be  enac¬ 
ted,  and  be  it  enadted  by  the  Queen’s  mod;  excellent 
Majefty,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the 
Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  pre- 
fent  Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
fame.  That  any  Adfion  or  Suit  fhail  and  may  be  com¬ 
menced  and  profecuted  in  any  of  her  Majefty’s  Courts  at 
IVeJiminJler ,  againft  any  Officer  or  Perfon  intruded  or 
employed  in  the  Revenue  of  her  Majefty,  her  Heirs, 
and  SuccelTors,  or  any  Part  or  Branch  thereof,  or  any 
other  Office  or  Place  of  publick  Truft,  for  any  For¬ 
feiture,  Mifdemeanor,  or  Breach  of  Truft,  of,  in, 
or  relating  to  fuch  Office  or  Place  of  Truft,  or  any  Pe¬ 
nalty  impofed  by  Law  to  enforce  the  due  Execution 
thereof;  and  that  no  fuch  Adlion,  Suit,  or  any  other  Pro- 
cefs,  Proceeding,  Judgment,  or  Execution  thereupon, 
although  fuch  Officer  or  Perfon  fhail  be  a  Peer  of  this 
Realm,  or  Lord  of  Parliament,  or  one  of  the  Knights, 
Citizens,  or  Burgeffes,  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  or 
otherwife  intitled  to  the  Privilege  of  Parliament,  fhail  be 
impeached,  ftayed  or  delayed  by  or  under  Colour  or  Pre¬ 
tence  of  any  Privilege  of  Parliament. 

2.  Provided  neverthelefs,  and  be  it  further  enadled 
by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  nothing  in  this  Adt 
fhail  extend  to  fubjedt  the  Perfon  of  fuch  Officer,  being 
a  Peer  of  this  Realm,  or  Lord  of  Parliament,  to  be  ar- 
refted  or  imprifoned ;  but  that  all  Procefs  fhail  iflue 
againft  fuch  Officer  or  Perfon,  being  a  Peer  of  this 
Realm,  or  Lord  of  Parliament,  as  fhould  have  ilfued 
againft  him  out  of  the  Time  of  Privilege  :  Nor  fhail 
extend  to  fubjedt  the  Perfon  of  fuch  Officer,  being  a 
Knight,  Citizen,  or  Burgefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  be  arrefted  or  imprifoned,  during  the  Time  of  Privi¬ 
lege  of  Parliament  ;  and  that  againft  fuch  Office  or  other 
Perfon,  being  a  Knight,  Citizen,  or  Burgefs  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  entitled  to  Privilege,  fhail  be  ilfued 
Summons  and  Diftrefs  infinite,  or  original  Bill,  Sum¬ 
mons,  Attachment  and  Diftrefs  infinite,  which  the  laid 
refpective  Courts  are  hereby  impowered  to  iftue  in  fuch 
Cafe,  until  the  Party  fhail  appear  upon  fuch  Procefs  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Courfe  of  fuch  refpedlive  Court. 
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Whoever  dares  to  fpeak  or  write  difrefpeclively  of  th<* 
Houfe  of  Commons,  when  fitting;  or  abufe  or  mifufe 
any  Member  thereof,  is  fable  upon  Complaint,  to  an- 
fwer  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  and  be  committed  to  the 
Cuftody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  ;  and  fent  to  Newgate, 
there  to  continue  till  the  Houfe  be  prorogued. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  is  accounted  to  be  the  Grand 
Inqueft  of  the  Realm,  fummoned  from  all  Parts  to  prefent 
public  Grievances  to  be  redrefted,  and  public  Delin¬ 
quents,  that  deferve  Punifhment.  In  which  Cafe  the 
Commons  impeach,  and  the  Lords  are  the  Judges.  The 
Commons  inform,  prefent  and  manage  the  Evidence  j 
and  the  Lords,  when  the  Trial  is  over,  give  Judgment 
upon  it.  And  this  Privilege  extends  fo  far,  that  though 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  may  impeach  any  Lord  of  Par¬ 
liament,  either  fpiritual  or  temporal ;  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
cannot  proceed  againft  a  Commoner,  except  upon  a- 
Complaint  of  the  Commons. 


Of  the  House  of  Lords.' 

The  Houfe  of  Lords ,  or  the  Place  in  which  the  Peers 
of  the  Realm  affemble  in  their  juridical  Capacity,  and  in 
Conjunction  with  the  King  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
to  make  and  repeal  Laws  ;  and  who,  by  themfelves, 
conftitute  the  fupreme  Judicature  of  the  Kingdom,  meet, 
when  fummoned  by  the  King’s  Writ,  and  fit  for  Bufi- 
nefs,  in  a  fpacious  Room,  near  the  Painted  Chamber ,  at 
the  South- Weft  Corner  of  the  Court  of  Requefs  in  Wefi- 
minfer-Hall. 

This  chief  Seat  of  Judicature  is  not  only  fpacious,  but 
lofty  and  very  well  aifpofed  for  the  IJfes  to  which  it  is 
put,  and  hung  with  a  beautiful  Tapeftry,  reprefenting 
the  Defeat  of  what  the  Spaniards  were  prefumptuous 
enough  to  call  their  invincible  Armada ,  fitted  out  with  a 
large  Army  on  board,  and  under  the  Pope’s  Banner  and 
Bleffing,  to  make  a  Conqueft  of  England  (in  1588)  and 
to  extirpate  the  Protefant  Religion.  A  Furniture  well 
adapted  to  the  Place  ;  by  which  this  Part  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  are  continually  put  in  mind  of  the  Importance  of  our 
Navy  ;  on  which  our  national  Strength  principally  de¬ 
pends. 
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v  A  Throne  adorns  the  upper  End  of  the  Houfe,  on 
which  the  Sovereign,  on  folemn  Occafions,  is  feated 
with  the  Crown  on  his  Head,  and  robed  with  all  the 
Enfigns  of  Majefty.  On  the  Right-hand  is  a  Seat  for 
the  Prince  of  Wales ;  and  on  the  Left  another  for  the 
next  Perfon  of  the  Royal  Family.  And  behind  the 
Throne  are  Places  for  the  young  Peers,  who  have  no 
Votes  in  the  Houfe. 

The  two  Archbilhops  take  their  Seats  a  little  below  Seats, 
the  Throne,  on  the  Right-hand  of  his  Majefty  :  And 
the  Bench  of  Bifhops  is  placed  a  little  below  them. 

On  the  oppofite  Side  of  the  Houfe  fit  thofe  Peers,  who 
rank  above  Barons  :  The  President  of  the  King’s  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  if  they  are  Barons,  here  fit 
above  all  Dukes,  Marquiffes  and  Earls  :  and  the  Marfhal, 

Lord  Steward  and  Lord  Chamberlain  take  Place  of  all 
the  Nobility,  of  the  fame  Degree  with  themfelves.  The 
Dignitaries  of  the  Law  fit  on  Woolpacks  placed  acrofs 
the  Houfe  juft  before  the  Throne.  The  Lord  High 
Chancellor  or  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  fits  on  that 
Pack  neareft  the  Throne,  with  his  Great  Seal  and  Mace 
by  him,  and  is,  by  his  Office,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords.  On  the  other  Woolpacks,  which  are  placed 
parallel  to  this,  are  feated  the  Chief  Juftices,  the  other 
Judges  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  not  as  Peers,  with 
a  Right  to  vote,  but  as  learned  in  the  Law,  to  be 
advifed  with  on  particular  Occafions,  where  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Laws  ftiall  be  found  necelfary. 

There  is  a  Bench  behind  the  Table  for  the  Clerk  of  Officers, 
the  Crown,  who  is  concerned  in  all  Writs  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  for  the  Clerk  of  Parliament,  who  records  eve¬ 
ry  thing  done  in  the  Houfe.  The  Gentleman-Ufher, 
called  the  Black-Rod,  becaufe  he  carries  a  Black- W and 
in  his  Hand,  fits  without  the  Bar.  The  Yeoman  Ufher 
fits  under  him,  and  waits  at  the  Infide  of  the  Door.  A 
Cryer  ftands  at  the  Outfide  :  And  a  Serjeant  at  Mace 
always  attends  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

The  Sovereign  being  prefent  with  the  Crown  on  his  King  in 
Head,  the  Lords  fit  uncovered,  and  the  Judges  ftand,  '"L  Koal' 
Till  his  Majefty  gives  them  Leave  to  fit  down.  And  in 
the  King’s  Abfence,  the  Lords,  as  they  enter  the  Houfe, 
do  Reverence  to  the  Throne.  Neither  do  the  Judges 
ever  cover,  ’till  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Keeper  fignihes 
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to  them,  that  the  Lords  give  them  Leave  fo  to  be.  But 
the  King’s  Council  and  Matters  in  Chancery  are  never 
covered  ;  though  they  may  fit  down. 

The  King  coming  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  robes 
himfelf  with  the  Enugns  of  Majefty  in  the  Prince’s 
Chamber,  is  conducted  thence  to  the  Throne  by  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  and  is  received  by  the  Lords  in  their 
proper  Robes  ;  and  being  feated  on  the  Throne,  fends 
for  the  Commons  by  the  Gentleman-Ufher  of  the  Black- 
Rod  ;  who,  coming  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe,  bows,  and 
advancing  a  few  Steps,  repeats  this  Mark  of  RefpeH  a 
fecond,  and  a  third  Time,  faying,  “  Gentlemen  of  the 
“  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  King  commands  this  honour- 
“  able  Houfe  to  attend  him  immediately  in  the  Houfe 
“  of  Peers.”  And  then  bowing,  and  retiring  backwards, 
he  -withdraws.  The  Commons  in  Obedience  to  this 
Command,  proceed  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  At  whofe 
Appearance,  without  the  Bar,  the  King,  or  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  in  his  Name,  makes  a  Speech  to  this  grand  united 
Affembly. 

The  Houfe  of  Lords  is  generally  looked  upon  to  be 
conftituted  for  the  Support  of  the  Rights  of  the  Crown, 
and  to  guard  againft  any  Excefs  in  the  Commons,  who 
have  fometimes  been  too  lavifh  in  their  Conceffions  to 
the  Court.  Therefore  King  Charles  I.  how  miftaken 
foever  he  might  be  in  other  Things,  was  very  juft  in 
this  Remark,  “  That  the  Houfe  of  Peers  is  an  excel- 
t£  lent  Skreen  between  the  Prince  and  the  People,  to 
tc  affift  each  againft  any  Encroachments  of  the  other.” 
For  as  the  Prefervation  of  the  legal  Prerogative  is  not 
only  the  moft  fure  way  to  fecure  their  own  Privileges, 
but  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  happy  and  rightful  Ad- 
miniftration  of  Government ;  it  is  not  the  Lords  Intereft 
any  way  to  contribute  to  the  Diminution  of  the  Rights 
of  the  Crown,  or  to  fuffer  it  in  others. 

TheBuhnefs  of  this  Houfe  is,  in  Conjunction  with  the 
King  and  Commons,  to  make  and  to  repeal  Laws  ;  to 
take  Cognizance  ofTreafons  and  high  Crimes  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  Peers  and  others  ;  to  try  all  who  are  impeach¬ 
ed  by  the  Commons  ;  in  which  Cafes  they  acquit  or 
condemn  without  taking  an  Oath,  by  only  laying  their 
Right-hand  upon  their  Breafts,  and  faying,  Guilty ,  or 
not  Guilty ,  upon  my  Honour  :  and  the  Lords  in  Parliament 

receive 
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receive  Appeals  from  all  other  Courts,  by  Writ  of  Error, 
and  fometimes  reverfe  Decrees  in  Chancery.  From  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  there  lies  no  Appeal. 

On  the  firft  Day  of  Parliament  the  Lords  chufe  a  Commit- 
Committee  of  four  judges,  and  two  Civilians  to  receive  tees* 
Petitions ;  and  fix  Lords  temporal  and  two  Bifhops,  to 
be  Triers  of  the  laid  Petitions,  who  together,  or  four 
of  the  Prelates  and  Lords,  calling  to  therm  the  King’s 
learned  Counfel,  Attendants  in  Parliament,  when  need 
requires,  fit  in  the  Chamber  of  the  Treafury  to  try  whe¬ 
ther  the  Petitions  be  reafonable  and  good,  and  neceftary 
to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

No  Peer  fhall  vote,  make  Proxy,  or  fit  during  any  obliged  to 
Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  ’till  he  has  taken  the  pro-  take  the 
per  Oaths  appointed  by  Law.  And  every  Peer,  pre-  Oaths. 
fuming  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  without  taking  the 
faid  Oaths,  lhall  be  difabled  to  fit  there  during  that  Par¬ 
liament,  or  to  make  any  Proxy.  This  is  the  Reafon 
why  the  Roman  Catholic  Peers  are  difabled  to  fit  in  this 
Houfe,  and  to  make  Proxies. 

When  a  Bill  is  read  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the  Lords  Manner  cf 
Chancellor  opens  the  Parts  of  it,  fo  that  each  Member  patting  a 
may  understand  the  Intention  of  every  Claufe  of  the 
Bill.  And  when  the  Queftion  is  put  about  ingrofiing 
a  Bill,  the  Lords  anfwer  Content ,  when  for  ingrofiing  ; 
and  Not  Content ,  when  againft  the  Bill.  No  Bill  is  read 
above  three  times  in  this  Houfe :  and  no  Lord  ought  to 
fpeak  to  a  Bill  twice  in  one  Day,  unlefs  fometimes  by 
way  of  Explication  ;  and  every  Lord  mult  fpeak  with¬ 
out  Exception  or  Difference  of  Perfons. 

The  Lords  of  Parliament  have  this  fingular  Privilege,  Proxies, 
that  both  the  Spiritual  and  Temporal  may  appoint  Proxies 
to  vote  in  their  ftead,  when  their  own  perfonal  Attend¬ 
ance  is  prevented  by  Sicknefs,  or  any  juft  Caufe  war¬ 
ranted  by  the  King’s  Licence.  And  the  Method  of 
voting  in  this  Houfe  is  quite  different  from  that  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  For,  here  beginning  with  the 
loweft  Baron,  and  proceeding  in  a  regular  Series,  by  put¬ 
ting  the  Queftion,  they  each  of  them  anfwer  apart.  Con¬ 
tent,  or  Not  Content.  And  if  the  Affirmatives  and  Nega¬ 
tives  happen  to  be  equal,  it  paifes  in  the  Negative,  the 
Speaker  not  being  allowed  a  Voice,  unlefs  he  be  a  Peer  of 
the  Realm. 
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In  regard  to  the  Votes  given  by  Proxies:  Firft  the 
Lord  intrufted  with  Proxies,  gives  his  own  Vote;  then 
feverally  for  as  many  Lords  as  he  hath  Letters  and 
Proxies.  But  if  after  fuch  Proxy  made,  fuch  Lord  who 
conftituted  a  Proxy,  comes  into  the  Houfe  of  Peers  and 
fits  there,  that  is  a  Revocation  of  his  Proxy  in  Law, 
whether  he  debate,  confent,  or  fpeak  any  Thing  or  no. 

When  a  Bill  has  paiTed  this  Houfe,  the  Clerk  under¬ 
writes  it  Soit  Baile  aux  Commons ,  i.  e.  Let  it  be  carried 
to  the  Commons. 

How  Mef-  When  any  Bills  or  Meffages  are  brought  from  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of 
mons  are  Lords,  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  and  the  Reft  of  the 
received.  Lords,  rife  from  their  Places,  and  go  down  to  the  Bar, 
there  to  meet  fuch  as  come  from  the  Commons,  and  in 
that  Place  receive  the  Bills  or  Meffages.  But  when  any 
Anfwer  is  to  be  delivered  by  the  Lord  High  Chancellor, 
or  Lord  Keeper  in  the  Name  and  Behalf  of  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  to  fuch  Knights  and  Burgeffes,  as  come  from 
the  Commons,  then  the  faid  Knights  and  Burgeffes  are 
to  receive  the  fame,  ftanding  towards  the  lower  End  of 
the  Houfe ;  and  the  Lord-Keeper  is  to  deliver  the  fame 
with  his  Head  covered,  and  all  the  Lords  are  to  keep 
their  Places. 

Who  have  This  Houfe  of  Parliament  does  not  confift  of  any  cer- 
^.ghy0  tain  Number  of  Members.  Neither  are  they  elective  : 
Houfe.  But  fome  take  their  Seats  by  Defcent,  as  ancient  Noble¬ 
men  :  fome  by  Creation,  as  Nobles  newly  created  by 
the  King’s  Patent  or  Prerogative,  and  fome  by  Succef- 
fion,  as  Biihops.  By  which  Means  much  Time  and 
Trouble  is  faved,  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  are 
fubjedt  by  litigated  returns  of  their  Members.  * 

At  all  Times  the  Sovereign  vifits  his  Parliament,  he 
goes  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  Cloaths  himfelf  with 
Majefty,  as  at  the  opening  of  the  Seflion,  and  fends  for 
the  Commons  by  the  Uftier  of  the  Black-Rod.  And 
when  the  Bills  have  paffed  both  Houfes,  and  lie  ready  for 
his  Royal  Affent,  his  Majefty  fits  there  in  his  Royal 
Robes,  and  the  Peers  in  their  Parliamentary  Robes  alfo. 
Manner  of  The  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  attended  by 
fi going  all  the  Commons,  come  up  to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of 

Bills. 

*  See  the  Lift  of  the  Peerage  on  Page  189,  &c. 
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Lords,  and  there  acquaints  the  King  with  the  Purport 
of  the  Bills.  Then  the  Cleric  of  the  Crown  reads  the 
Title  of  each  Bill  in  their  proper  Order.  And  after  the 
Title  of  each  Bill  is  feverally  read,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliament  pronounceth  and  declareth  the  Royal  Alfent, 
according  to  certain  Inftrucfions  given  to  him  by  his 
Majefty,  in  that  Behalf.  To  a  public  Bill,  if  it  pafleth, 
the  Anfwer  is  Le  Roy  le  vcult ,  i.  e.  The  King  willeth  it 
to  be  fo.  But  if  it  muft  not  pafs,  the  Anfwer  is,  Le  Roy 
fe  avifera ,  i.  e.  The  King  will  confider  of  it.  To  a  private 
Bill  the  Anfwer  is,  So  it  faite  comme  il  ef  defire ,  i.  e. 

Let  it  he  done  as  it  is  defired.  And  the  fame  Anfwer  is 
given  to  a  petitionary  Bill.  To  a  Money  Bill  the  An¬ 
fwer  is,  Le  Roy  remercie  les  Loyaux  fujets  accepte  leur  Bene¬ 
volence ,  et  avf  fe  veult ,  i.  e.  The  King  heartily  thanks  his 
Loyal  Subjects,  accepts  their  Benevolence ,  and  therefore  grant- 
cth  his  Confent.  To  all  Bills  of  general  Pardon,  the  Anfwer 
is,  Les  Prelats,  Seigneurs ,  Cf  Communes  en  ce  Parlement 
ajfemblez ,  au  nom  du  tons  vos  autre  Sujets,  remercient 
tres  humblement  votre  Majefe ,  &  prient  Dieu  vous 
donnner  en  fante ,  bonne  vie  &  longue  :  i.  e.  The  Bifhops , 

Lords  and  Commons  in  this  Parliament  affembled ,  in  the 
Name  of  all  your  other  Subjects,  mojl  humbly  thank  your 
Majefy ,  and  befeech  God  to  grant  you  a  healthful ,  happy ,  and 
long  Life. 

The  King  may,  by  Commiffion,  granted  to  fome  of  By  Com- 
his  Nobles,  give  his  Royal  Aflent  to  any  Bill  ;  and  alfo  m^lon* 
prorogue  or  diffolve  the  Parliament ;  which  can  fit  no 
longer  in  either  Houfe,  than  the  King  {hall  think  pro¬ 
per. 

The  Parliament  was  formerly  diffolved  at  the  Death  of  Parliament 
the  King  :  but  as  this  Practice  or  Cuftom  was  attended  not  d'f- 
with  feveral  great  Inconveniencies  to  the  Nation,  it  is  [heDeath 
now  provided  by  a  folemn  Atf,  “  That  a  Parliament  of  a  King. 
“  fitting,  or  in  Being  at  the  King’s  Demife,  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  ;  and  if  not  fitting,  fhall  meet  exprefly  for  keeping 
the  Peace  of  the  Realm,  and  preferving  the  Succef- 
fion. 

Of  the  Convocation. 

This  is  a  Sort  of  ecclefiafical  Parliament ,  in  which  the  ^jpe. 
Clergy  of  England  are  reprefented  in  a  more  fpccial  Man¬ 
ner 
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ner  by  their  Bifhops,  and  Prodtors  of  their  own  chufing, 
to  confult  only  of  ecclefiaftical  Affairs. 

This  Affembly  of  the  Clergy  (which  meets  in  Henry 
Vllth’s  Chapel,  in  Wejlminjler- Abbey )  confifts  of  two 
Houfes,  diftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of  the  upper  and  the 
lower  Houfe  of  Convocation  :  in  forne  Manner  refembling  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  For,  tho’ 
the  Bifhops  in  Right  of  their  Baronies ,  which  they  hold 
of  the  Crown,  are  fummoned  to  Parliament  by  the  King’s 
Writ,  and  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Name  and 
Stile  of  the  Lords  Spiritual ,  they  in  Convocation  confti- 
tute  and  fit  in  the  upper  Houfe ,  which  confifts  of  twenty- 
two  Bifhops  in  the  Province  of  Canterbury ,  in  which  the 
Archbifhop  prefides.  The  Lower  Houfe  is  compofed  of 
the  Proctors  or  Reprefentatives  of  the  inferior  Clergy, 
two  for  each  Diocefe,  and  of  all  Arch-deacons,  and 
Deans ;  in  all  one  hundred  and  forty-three  Divines,  viz. 
twenty-two  Deans,  fifty-three  Archdeacons,  twenty-four 
Prebendaries,  and  forty-four  Prodtors  of  the  Diocefan 
Clergy. 

The  Province  of  York  affemble  under  their  own  Arch¬ 
bifhop,  in  the  fame  Form,  at  York.  In  both  Provinces 
the  lower  Houfe  chufes  its  Prolocutor ,  or  Speaker,  and 
prefents  him  to  the  Archbifhop  and  Bifhops  of  the  upper 
Houfe.  His  Bufinefs  is  to  take  Care  that  the  Members 
attend,  to  colled!  their  Debates  and  Votes,  and  to  carry 
their  Refolutions  to  the  upper  Houfe. 

The  lower  Houfe  of  Convocation  was  formerly  called 
together  by  two  diftindt  Writs.  The  firft  was  the  Par¬ 
liamentary ,  or  King  s-Writ  to  the  Bifhops  of  every  Dio¬ 
cefe,  fummoning  them  to  Parliament,  with  a  Claufe  in 
it,  requiring  each  Chapter  to  fend  one  of  their  Body, 
and  the  Clergy  of  each  Diocefe  two  Proctors,  to  reprefent 
them  in  Parliament :  whence  fome  have  been  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Clergy  fat,  together  with  the  Laity,  in  Parlia¬ 
ment,  ’till  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII.  when  they  fell  un¬ 
der  a  Preemunire ,  by  fubmitting  to  Cardinal  Wo  fey's 
legatine  Power,  and  forfeited  their  Seats  there. 

The  fecond  Writ,  by  which  the  Clergy  were  affembled 
together,  was  called  the  Provincial  TV r, it .  By  the  firft 
Writ,  they  were  a  meer  State  Convention,  and  not  a 
Church  Synod  ;  and  the  Intent  of  their  meeting  was,  to 
confult  about  their  Civil  Rights,  and  to  grant  a  Portion 
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of  their  Eftates  towards  the  Support  of  the  Government. 

But,  the  Clergy  not  looking  upon  themfelves  as  obliged 
to  obey  this  Lay-fummons,  Archbifhop  Winchclfea  pre¬ 
vailed  with  King  Edward  II.  to  difcharge  them  from  it : 
and  from  that  Time,  when  the  King  ilfued  his  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Writ  to  the  Bifhops,  he  fent  another  to  the 
Archbifhop,  to  fummon  all  his  provincial  Bilhops  to  the 
Convocation.  This  fecond  Writ  was  to  fecure  their 
Obedience  to  the  former,  and  to  make  the  Aflembly 
more  canonical,  as  meeting  by  virtue  of  a  Summons  from 
their  Archbifhop.  This  Writ  is  now  ordered  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  tranfmitted  by  him  to  the  Arch¬ 
bifhop  of  Canterbury ,  who  iffues  thereupon  his  Mandate 
to  the  Bifhop  of  London,  as  Dean  of  his  Province. 

The  Clergy,  affembled  in  Convocation,  had  the  Power  power. 
of  giving  away  their  own  Money,  and  taxing  themfelves  ; 
a  Power,  which  they  continued  to  exercile  from  the  Re¬ 
formation  till  the  15th  Year  of  Charles  II.  from  which 
Time  they  receded  from  that  cuftomary  Right,  and  were 
for  that  Reafon  difcharged  from  two  of  the  four  Subfidies 
given  by  themfelves,  and  then  in  arrear  :  and  it  was  for 
this  Reafon,  that  from  the  Time  before-mentioned  the 
Redtors  and  Vicars,  who  were  to  be  taxed  for  their  fpi- 
ritual  Preferments,  were  allowed  to  vote  in  Elections  for 
Knights  of  the  Shire,  that  they  might  ftill  be  virtually 
taxed  by  themfelves. 

The  Power  of  the  Convocation  is  limitted  by  a  Sta¬ 
tute  25  Hen.  VIII.  c.  19.  They  are  not  to  make  any 
Canons,  or  ecclefiaftical  Laws,  without  the  King’s  Li¬ 
cence,  nor,  when  permitted  to  make  any,  can  they  put 
them  in  Execution,  but  under  thefe  Reftridtions. 

1.  Such  Canons  muff  not  be  contrary  to  the  King’s 
Prerogative. 

2.  They  mult  not  contradidt  any  Statute,  or  the  com¬ 
mon  Law. 

3.  Nor  mud  they  alter  any  known  Cuflora  of  the 
Realm. 

They  have  the  examining  and  cenfuring  all  heretical 
and  fchifmatical  Books  and  Perfons,  &c.  but  there  lies  an 
Appeal  to  the  King  in  Chancery,  or  to  his  Delegates. 

The  Clergy  in  Convocation,  and  their  Servants,  have  privileges, 
the  fame  Privileges  as  Members  of  Parliament. 

O 


332 


THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 


Of  the  King. 

* 

The  third  Branch  of  the  Legiflative  Power  is  to  be 
looked  for  in  the  King.  The  Commons  are  the  Guar¬ 
dians  of  our  Liberty  and  Property  :  the  Lords  are  the  Ba¬ 
lance  of  Power  between  the  King  and  People  ;  the  King 
is  invefted  with  the  Executive  Power,  as  well  as  with  a 
Share  of  the  Legiflature  :  and  they  are  all  three  a  Check 
upon  each  other,  to  prevent  any  Encroachments  upon,  or 
Detriment  to,  the  Conftitution  of  the  Nation. 

In  this  View  the  Government  of  England  is  accounted 
the  beft  in  the  World.  For,  whilft  the  King  and  Par¬ 
liament  have  a£ted  within  their  refpective  Spheres,  and 
not  invaded  the  Rights,  Privileges,  and  Prerogatives  of 
each  other,  they  have  always  cemented  that  Union,  which 
it  is  not  poflible  to  break,  and  will  always,  under  God, 
be  the  fureft  Means  to  preferve  Peace  and  happinefs  with¬ 
in  the  Nation,  and  to  defeat  the  mod  crafty  and  power¬ 
ful  Efforts  of  foreign  Enemies.  See  Page  58. 

We  are  to  confider  the  King  of  England  in  his  legifla¬ 
tive  and  executive  Capacity. 

King  in  his  As  a  Legifator ,  the  King  of  England  is  intrufted  only 
Legiflative  wjth  one  granch  of  the  Legiflative  Power.  In  this  Ca- 
r  "  ’  pacity  his  Majefty  can  increafe  the  Peerage  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  and  grant  new  Privileges  to  T  owns  or  Coun¬ 
ties  for  fending  Reprefentatives  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
He  alone  has  the  Power  to  fummon  both  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  the  Convocation  to  fit  and  to  do  Bufinefs  : 
and  without  his  Royal  Aflent  none  of  their  Bills  can  pafs 
into  a  Law,  to  bind  the  Subjects.  Fie  alfo  has  a  Right 
to  prorogue,  and  a  Right  to  diffolve  the  Parliament. 
And  the  King  of  England  is  fupreme  Head  over  all  Pcr- 
fons,  and  in  all  Caufes  both  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  : 
confequently  he  has  no  Peer  within  his  own  Dominions. 
Therefore  it  is  declared  by  the  12  Car.  II.  c.  30.  “  That 
“  by  the  undoubted  and  fundamental  Laws  of  the  King- 
t£  dom,  neither  the  Peers  of  this  Realm,  nor  the  Com- 
“  mons,  nor  both  together  in  Parliament,  nor  the  People 
“  colledlively,  nor  reprefentatively,  nor  any  other  Per- 
“  fons  whatfoever,  ever  had,  hath,  or  ought  to  have 
“  any  coercive  Power  over  the  Perfon  of  the  Kings  of 
ts  England .”  And  by  13  Car.  II,  c.  1.  It  is  further  de¬ 
clared  s 
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dared,  “  That  there  can  be  no  legiflative  Power  in 
“  either  or  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  without  the  King.” 
Therefore,  here  lies  the  Check  in  our  Conftitution,  as 
the  King  cannot  make  a  Law  without  the  Concurrence 
of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  neither  can  they  com¬ 
pel  the  King  to  concur  with  the  Votes  of  their  Houfes, 
any  further  than  he  fees  them  conformable  to  the  Laws 
of  God  and  Nature,  agreeable  with  his  own  facred  Rights 
and  Prerogatives,  as  a  Sovereign,  and  tending  to  the 
Good  and  Welfare  of  his  faithful  and  loving  Subjects. 

He  has  a  Right  to  Tribute  for  the  Support  of  his  Crown 
and  Dignity  ;  for  maintaining  the  Government  and  State 
of  the  Nation ;  and  for  preferving  his  Subjedts  from 
their  Enemies.  And  he  is  the  Fountain  of  Honour. 

In  his  executive  Capacity ;  we  fee  the  King  intrufted  Executive 
with  the  Execution  of  all  Laws,  the  Management  of  ap<kC1 
the  whole  State  and  Government  of  the  Common-wealth, 
with  the  foie  Power  of  the  Army  and  Navy ;  with 
Peace  and  War  ;  with  the  national  Treafure  ;  and  the 
Power  of  rewarding  and  punifhing  ;  with  the  foie  Ap¬ 
pointment  of  Minifters  of  State,  Ambafladors,  &c.  to 
foreign  Courts,  Governors,  Bifhops  in  the  Church, 
Dignitaries  in  the  Law,  Officers  in  the  Army,  Navy, 
and  in  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  Revenue  ;  with  Power 
of  Life  and  Death;  to  make  Magiftrates ;  to  coin  Money  ; 
and  to  put  a  final  Determination  to  all  Caufes  whatlb- 
ever,  fo  as  to  fuller  no  Appeal  from  his  Sentence.  So 
that  however  a  King  of  England  may  be  Unfitted  in  his 
legiflative  Charadter,  there  is  nothing,  but  what  he  may 
do  for  the  Good  of  his  Subjects,  in  a  right  Execution  of 
the  Laws,  and  by  an  upright  Adminiftration. 

The  King  of  England,  at  his  Coronation,  is  anointed  His  Ccro- 
with  Oil,  to  intimate  that  his  Perfon  is  fet  apart  to  govern  n3tl0n- 
with  Wifdom  and  Juftice ;  and  that  he  is  facred  from  all 
Violence  and  Treafon.  And  at  the  fame  Time  he  is 
cloathed  with  ?l  Dalmatica,  and  other  facerdotal  Robes,  to 
put  him  in  mind,  that  he  is  to  govern  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  as  well  as  the  State. 

The  Laws  are  fo  careful  of  the  King’s  Perfon,  That  Care  for 
it  is  made  High  Treafon  even  to  imagine  or  intend  his  s 

Majefty’s  Death,  proved  by  any  Overt-acf.  And  though  L  '* 
a  Lunatic,  Idiot,  or  one  non  compos  mentis ,  cannot  be 
guilty  of  Felony,  or  any  Treafon  by  Law;  yet  if 

iuch 
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fuch  a  one  kill,  or  go  about  to  kill  the  King,  he  {hall 
fuffer  as  a  Tray  tor. 

This  Kingdom  has  always  been  deemed  hereditary  ;  and 
the  Crown  claimed  by  the  next  Heir  to  the  Sovereign 
deceafed.  But  that  Succeffion  has  been  frequently  inter¬ 
rupted  by  different  Claimants,  who  made  good  their 
Pretenfions  by  Force  of  Arms,  when  hereditary  Right 
was  againft  them  ;  as  may  be  feen  at  large  in  the  Hiftory 
of  the  firft  Ages  of  the  Englijh  Monarchy  :  And  fome- 
times  the  People  have  excluded  the  next  Heir,  and  even 
dethroned  their  King,  and  called  in  another  Branch  of 
his  Family  to  rule  over  them,  when  they  have  found  it 
advifeable  and  neceffary  to  preferve  the  national  Conftitu- 
tution  in  Church  and  State  from  arbitrary  Power  and 
Idolatry. 

The  Exclufion  of  the  late  King  "James  II.  and  his 
Family,  is  an  Example  of  this  Kind.  His  Attempt  to 
enllave  the  Nation,  and  to  introduce  Popery,  provoked 
his  Subjefts  to  confederate  againft  him,  and  to  exclude 
him  and  all  his  Popifo  Iffue  and  Heirs  from  the  Throne 
of  England :  But  they  fo  far  complied  with  the  original 
Settlement,  that  they  called  King  James  s  Daughter  Ma¬ 
ry^  married  to  the  Prince  of  Orange ,  the  next  Protejlant 
Heir,  to  the  Throne  of  her  Father.  And  the  Eftates  of 
the  Nation,  under  the  Reign  of  William  and  Mary,  to 
prevent  the  Return  of  a  Popijh  Sovereign,  upon  the  De- 
mife  of  that  King  and  Queen,  and  of  Princefs  Anne , 
their  Sifter,  without  Iffue,  fettled  the  Crown  upon  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover ;  ftill  adhering  to  the  lineal  Defcent  of 
Stuarts  in  the  Protejlant  Line.  * 

This  Defcent  proceeds  from  the  Marriage  of  Princefs 
Elizabeth,  only  Daughter  to  King  James  I.  to  Frederick 
King  of  Bohe?nia-,  who,  amongft  other  Children,  had  Iffue 
Sophia ,  their  youngeft  Daughter,  and  at  the  Time  of 
this  Settlement  of  the  Succeffion  of  the  Englijh  Crown, 
Eleftrefs  Dowager  of  Brunfwick-Lunenburgh ,  the  Relift 
of  Ernejlus  Augujlus.  Of  whom  were  born  George  Levjis 
28  May  1660.  Who  by  this  Aft  of  Settlement,  and 
in  his  Mother  Sophia’s  Right,  afcended  the  Throne  of 
thefe  Kingdoms  on  the  iftof  Augvjl ,  1714-  Their  fecond 
Son  Frederick  Augujlus  was  killed  in  the  Field  of  Battle  in 

*  See  the  Aft  of  Settlement  on  Page  56  of  this  Volume. 
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Tranfilvania  fighting  againft  the  Turks  in  1690.  Their 
other  Children  were  Maximilian  William,  who  died  unmar¬ 
ried  :  Charles  Philip  who  was  killed  at  the  Battle  of  CaJJ'a- 
neik  in  Tranfilvania  in  1690 :  dihrijiian,  who  was  fhot  in  the 
Danube  after  the  Battle  of  Munderkingen ,  between  the  Im¬ 
perial  and  French  and  Bavarian  Forces  in  1703,  who  alfo 
died  unmarried  :  Ernejl  Augujlus ,  Duke  of  York-,  and  Bifhop 
of  Ojnabwg ,  who  left  no  Iifue:  And  one  Daughter  Sophia 
Dorothy  born  O  rtober  12, 1668,  fecond  Wife  to  Frederick  III. 

Marquis  of  Brandenburg firft  King  of  PruJJia-,  who  died 
February  1  704-5,  having  Blue  by  his  PruJJian  Majefty,  Fre¬ 
derick  Augujlus ,  who  died  at  fix  Months  old,  and  Frederick 
William ,  who  was  afterwards  King  of  Prujia,  and  married 
his  Coufin  GevmanSophia Dorothy  of  Brunfuiick-Lunenbturg , 
the  only  Daughter  of  King  George  I  by  whom  he  had  Iflue 
Frederick  King  of  PruJJia ,  born  in  17 1 1,  a  Daughter  named 
Anne .,  and  a  Son  that  died  young. 

George  abovementioned,Ele£tor  of  E/bmw*,  and  firft  King  King 
of  Great  Britain,  in  this  Branch,  fucceeded  his  Father  in  George L 
his  Dominions,  and  Electoral  Dignity  :  and  by  efpoufing 
Sophia  Dorothy ,  foie  Daughter  and  Heirefs  of  his  Uncle 
George  William  Duke  of  Zell,  the  two  Branches  of  thofe 
Families  came  to  be  re-united  :  upon  whofe  Death  in  1705) 
he  fucceeded  him  alfo  in  his  Honour  and  Eftates. 

Purfuant  to  the  A£t  of  Settlement  on  the  Death  of  Queen 
Anne ,  on  the  ift  of  Augujl ,  17x4,  the  Princefs  Sophia  being 
aifo  dead  two  Months  before,  George  Elector  of  Hanover^ 
the  next  indifputable  Protejlant  Heir,  was  that  fame  Day- 
proclaimed  King  of  Great  Britain :  and  he  ruled  the  Britijh  , 
Dominions  with  great  Wifdom  and  Juftice,  till  Death  re¬ 
moved  him  from  the  Throne  on  the  nth  of  June ,  1727. 

By  his  Marriage  with  Sophia  Princefs  of  Zell ,  he  had 
one  Daughter  Sophia  Dorothy ,  married  to  Frederick  II. 

King  of  PruJJia ,  and  one  only  Son  George  Augujlus , 

Prince  Electoral,  born  October  30,  1683,  who  foon  after 
the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Z ell  was  elected  Knight  of  the 
Garter,  and  created  Duke  and  Marquis  of  Cambridge , 

Earl  of  Milford  Haven ,  Vifcount  Northallerton ,  and  Baron 
of  Tewkjbury :  and  in  1705,  he  married  the  Princefs  WiT 
helmina  Carolina ,  Daughter  of  John  Frederick ,  Marquis  of 
Brandenburgb  Anfpach. 

•  George  Auguftui  who  became  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  King 
Acceffion  of  his  Father  to  the  Throne,  immediately  fuc-  George  II. 

Vox.,  I.  X  7  ceeded 
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ceeded  his  Father  by  the  Stile  of  George  II.  King  of  Great 
Britain ,  France ,  and  Ireland ,  &c.  and  had  Hue  by  Wil - 
helmina  Carolina ,  Frederick ,  Prince  of  /^Ar.  'William 
Duke  of  Cumberland ,  who  died  unmarried.  married  to 
the  Prince  of  Orange.  Amelia  Sophia ,  unmarried.  Mary 
married  to  William,  Landgrave  of  Hejfe  Cape ,  and  Louifa , 
married  to  Frederick  V.  King  of  Denmark. 

Frederick  Frederick ,  Prince  of  || ales ,  married  Augujla ,  Daughter  of 

Frederick  1L  Duke  of  Saxe-Gotha ,  by  whom  he  had  IfTue, 
George,  our  prefent  illuftrious  Monarch;  Edward Auguft us, 
Duke  of  Tor*  and  Albany ,  deceafed  ;  William  Henry,  Duke 
of  Gloucejler  ;  flWy  Frederick,  Duke  of  Cumberland ;  Frr- 
William ,  deceafed  ;  Princefs  Augujla  married  to  the 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick  Wolfenbuttle  :  Elizabeth 
Caroline,  and  Louifa  both  deceafed  ;  and  Caroline 

Matilda ,  married  to  Chrtpan  VII.  King  of  Denmark. 

H.s  Royal  Highnefs  Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  departed 
this  Life.  March  31,  1 7 5 1  >  about  nine  Years  before 
the  Demife  of  his  I  a  lter  King  George  II.  and  left  a 
Princefs  Dowager,  and  the  numerous  Family  abovemen- 
tioned;  and  King  George  II.  dying  on  October  25,  1760. 
George  Prince  oi  IVales,  in  right  of  his  Father  Frederick 
deceafed,  was  proclaimed  and  crowned  King  of  Great 
Britain ,  &c.  by  the  Name  of  George  III. 

^  King  George  III.  having  mounted  the  Throne  of  thefe 
Geo.  III.  Kingdoms,  married  Sophia  Charlotte ,  Daughter  of  AdoU 
plus  Frederick  IV.  Duke  of  Mecklenburgh  Strelitz ,  lineally 
defcended  from  the  Kings  of  the  Vandals.  Which  Title 
ot  King  was  extinguiihed  in  the  Year  1163,  and  the 
Title  of  Prince  of  Mecklcnburgh  was  fubflituted  in  its 
ftead ;  whofe  annual  Revenue  amounts  to  about  15000/. 
befides  bis  Domain.  ThL  Prince  was  created  a  Duke 
in  I349>  ar,d  made  a  Prince  of  the  Empire;  fo  that  if 
this  Family  be  not  the  moft  powerful,  it  is  as  ancient 
and  as  noble  as  any  in  Germany.  By  this  Princefs  our 
moft  gracious  Sovereign  has  IfTue,  George  Prince  of 
l Vales,  born  Augujl  12,  1762.  Prince  Frederick,  Bifhop  of 
GJnaburgh,  born  Augujl  1 6,  1 763.  Prince  William  Henry , 
born  Augujl  21,  1 7 D 5 -  Princefs  Charlotte  Augujla  Matilda, 
born  September  26,  1766.  Prince  Edward,  born  November 
2,  1767.  Princefs  Sophia  Augujla,  born  November  8,  1 768. 
Piincels  Elizabeth,  born  May  2 2,  i”70.  and  Prince  Ernejl 
.  Augujlus,  born  June  5»  1771, 
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Of  the  Royal  Family 

The  Royal  Family  confift  of  the  Queen  Confort,  the 
King’s  Children  and  Grand  Children,  and  all  the  Per- 
fons  of  the  Blood  Royal,  being  lawful  Illue. 

The  Queen  Confort  has  not  Right  to  the  Government  'Hie  Q.^en 
of  thefe  Realms.  But  fine  is  highly  diftinguilhed  both  <'or,r®rt‘ 
by  Titles  and  Privileges.  She  is  crowned,  and  claims 
the  Title  of  Queen  and  Majefty :  becomes  the  fecond 
Perfon  in  the  Kingdom,  and  her  Perfon  is  held  fo  facred, 
that  it  is  High  Treafon  either  to  confpire  againft  her 
Life,  or  to  violate  her  Chaflity.  ,Her  Houfehold  is 
diftindt  from  the  King’s  ;  for  which  fhe  has  a  fcparate 
Appointment  to  maintain  the  Grandeur  of  her  Court. 

And  though  fire  be  an  Alien ,  and  Feme- covert fhe  with¬ 
out  Naturalization,  can  purchafe  Lands  in  Fee-1, mple, 
make  Leafes  and  Grants,  and  fue  in  her  own  Name.  In 
Cafe  of  the  King’s  Death,  fhe  retains  the  Title  of 
Queen,  with  the  Addition  of  Dowager  ;  keeps  her  Court, 
and  maintains  her  Rank  of  Precedency  before  all  Per- 
fons,  but  a  Sovereign  Queen,  or  the  reigning  Queen 
Confort. 

The  King’s  Children,  begot  in  Wedlock,  are  called  Kiro-’s 
the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Great  Britain  :  becaufe  the  Children. 
Nation  is  highly  interefted  in  their  Lives  ;  though  the 
King  has  them  in  his  Care  to  educate  and  difpofe  of  ■ 
them. 

The  eldeft  Son  is  Prince  of  Wales  :  a  Title  fubftituted  Prince  of 
by  King  Edward  I.  inftead  of  Duke  of  Normandy ,  for  Wales, 
his  eldeft  Son,  Edivard  II.  when  that  Dukedom  was 
loft.  This  Title  is  by  Creation  :  but  the  eldeft  Son  of  a 
King  of  England  is  born  Earl  of  Chefer  and  Flint ,  and 
Duke  of  Cornvjall ,  Duke  of  RothJ'aye  in  Scotland , 
and  High  Steward  of  Scotland.  Which  two  laft  Titles 
were  proper  to  the  eldeft  Son  of  the  King  of  Scotland , 
ar.d  were  added  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  by  King  fames  I. 

The  Inveftiture  of  a  Prince  of  Wales  is  thus  performed. 

He  is  crowned  with  a  Cap  of  State  and  a  Coronet.  A 
Verge  of  Gold  is  put  into  his  Hand,  as  a  Token  of 
Government,  and  a  Ring  on  his  Finger  in  Token,  that 
he  ought  to  be  a  Hufband  to  his  Country,  and  a  Fa¬ 
ther  to  his  Children  :  and  then  he  receives  a  Patent  to 
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hold  the  laid  Principality.  The  Coronet  is  decked  with 
three  Oftric'n’s  Feathers,  and  the  Motto  ICH  DihN  in 
Welch,  which  is  interpreted,  I  am  the  Man ,  or  Here  is 
the  Man-,  alluding  to  the  Promife  made  to  the  Welch 
Men  by  King  Edward  I.  who  perceiving  that  the  Welch 
were  reftlefs  "and  unwilling  to  be  governed  by  Strangers, 
contrived  to  have  his  Queen  lie  in  at  the  Caftle  01  C.aer- 
narvoh ,  during  his  Continuance  in  Wales  where  (he  was 
delivered  of  a  Son.  Upon  this  Event,  the  rving  fum- 
moned  the  JHelcls  Lords,  and  offeied  them  a  Prince  to 
bear  rule  over  them,  who  was  of  then  own  Nation,  and 
one  that  could  not  fpeak.  a  Word  of  Engli/h ,  and  lrre- 
proveabie  in  his  Life.  To  which  they  having  agreed, 
and  fworn  to  yield  Obedience  to  fuch  a  one.  King  xtd- 
ward  prefented  them  with  his  new-born  Son  Edward , 
with  thefe  Words,  Ich  dien ,  i.  e.  Here's  the  Man  I  pro- 
pofed.  However  this  young  Prince  was  not  created 
Prince  of  Wales  and  Earl  of  Chejlcr  till  the  29th  Year  of 
his  Father’s  Reign,  being  then  between  nfieen  «nd  fix- 
teen  Years  old.  And  though  the  prince  of  Wales  is  no 
more  than  a  Subject,  yet  as  next  Heir  Lo  the  Crown, 
he  takes  Place  of  all  Peers,  and  the  reft  of  the  Royal  F a- 
mily  ;  has  a  leparate  Uoufttold  affigned  him  to  iupport 
the  Dignity  of  an  Heir  apparent ;  and  it  is  Death  either 
to  imagine  his  Death,  or  to  violate  his  Wife. 

Younger  The  younger  Sons  have  no  Appennage  .  but  depend 
Children.  ent}rely  on  the  King’s  Favour,  for  Bounty  and  Reve¬ 
nue.  Yet  they  are,  by  Birthright,  Counfellors  oi  State. 
Princeflei  The  Daughters  are  called  Princeffes  ;  are  fupported  by 
’  the  Crown  till  married,  or  otherwife  provided  for ;  and 
are  portioned  off  to  fome  foreign  Prince  by  Parliament  : 
and  their  Chaftity  is  guarded  by  a  Law,  that  makes  it 

High  Treafon  to  attempt  it. 

All  the  King’s  Children,  together  with  their  other 
Titles,  have  that  of  Royal  Highnefs  given  them  :  and 
have  the  Precedency  of  all  others  in  England.  And  in 
Cafe  of  an  Extinction  in  the  Male-Line  ;  the  Crown 
paffes  to  the  next  Protejlant  Heir  in  the  Female-Line. 
o.  The  King  of  the  Britijh  Dominions,  at  prefent,  is  ftiled 

Title.  G  eorge  by  the  Grace  Gf  God  King  of  Great  Britain,  h  ranee 

and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith  ;  and  no  moie,  though 
thefe  Kingdoms  are  a  very  little  Part  of  the  Countries 
and  Territories  fubject  to  the  Britijh  Crown ;  as  will 
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more  fully  appear  hereafter.  The  Stile  of  Great  Britain 
was  affirmed  by  King  James  I.  who  being  King  of  Scotland , 
or  the  Northern  Part  of  the  Bland  of  Britain ,  and  Pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  Throne  of  England  upon  the  Demife  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ,  and  thereby  becoming  King  over 
both  Nations,  took  the  Stile  of  King  of  Great  Britain. 

Which  was  more  effeftually  confirmed  by  the  Act  of 
Union  in  the  Year  1707.  He  is  called  the  King  of 
France  to  perpetuate  the  Conqueft  made  of  that  King¬ 
dom  by  Edward  III.  and  Henry  -V .  and  King  cf  Ireland , 
from  the  ancient  Right  to  that  Kingdom  confirmed  by 
the  Irijh  Parliament ;  and  Defender  of  the  Faith ,  a  Tide 
tiled  fo  early  as  by  King  Edgar-,  tho’  omitted  by  his  Suc- 
ceffors,  till  refumed  by  Henry  V Ill.  firft  by  the  prompting 
of  Pope  Leo  X.  who  complimented  his  Majefty  with  this 
Title,  for  writing  a  Book  againft  Luther ,  upon  the  Sa¬ 
craments  ;  but  more  efpecially  by  the  unanimous  Voice 
of  the  Nation  ;  which,  in  full  Parliament,  added  this  to 
the  other  Titles  of  the  King’s  of  England-,  that  as  fu- 
preme  Head  of  the  Church  within  his  Dominions,  he 
Ihould  always  demean  himfelf,  as  a  Defender  of  the  anci¬ 
ent  Catholick  and  Apoftolick  Faith,  profeffed  in  this 
Realm. 

Our  Kings,  in  former  Times,  have  be:*n  addreffed  by  Addrefs. 
various  Titles.  Before  Henry  the  Sixth's  Reign,  Grace , 
or  his  Grace ,  was  the  only  Title.  Henry  VI.  improved 
it  to  his  excellent  Grace.  Henry  VII.  took  the  Name  of 
Highnefs  :  and  his  Son  Henry  VIII.  affirmed  the  Stile  of 
Majefly  :  fince  which  it  has  been  improved  into  mojl  gra¬ 
cious  and  ) 'acred  Majefy. 

The  Arms  of  his  Majefty  are  thus  blazon’d.  Quar-  Arms, 
terly  ;  firft,  Mars ,  three  Lions-paffant-guardant  in  Pale 
Sol,  for  the  Arms  of  England,  impal’d  with  thofe  of  Scot¬ 
land,  which  are  Sol,  a  Lion  rampant  within  a  double 
Treffure  Counter-ftory,  Mars.  The  fecond  is  Jupiter, 
three  Fleur-de-Lis  Sol,  for  the  Arms  of  France.  The 
third  is  Jupiter ,  a  Harp  Sol,  ftring’d  Luna ,  for  Ireland. 

The  fourth  is  Semi,  Party  per  Pale,  and  per  Chevron 
Enarche  :  in  the  firft  Mars,  two  Lions  paffant-guardant, 

Sol,  for  Brunfwick  :  the  fecond  Partition  is  Sol,  Semi  of 
Hearts,  Mars,  and  a  Lion  rampant  Jupiter ,  for  Lunen¬ 
burg!.  The  Bafe  is  Mars,  a  Horfe  currant  Luna,  for 
Lower  Saxony  ;  and  over  all  thefe  three  laft,  in  a  Shield 
'  2  2  of 


340 


Motto. 


Standards, 

&c. 


Chari  e- 

roain’s 

Crown. 


THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 

of  Pretence  Mars ,  Cbarjemain  s  Crown,  all  within  the 
Garter,  the  chief  Enfign  of  that  moft  noble  Order  ;  and 
above  the  whole  an  Helmet  fuitable  to  his  Majefty’s 
Royal  Jurifdidtion,  upon  which  is  a  rich  Mantle  or  Cloth 
of  Gold,  doubled  Ermine  ;  as  alfo  an  imperial  Crown, 
furmounted  by  a  Lion-paftant-guardant  Sol ,  for  a  Creft, 
crowned  with  the  nrft. 

Supported  on  the  Dexter  Side  by  a  Lion  rampant- 
guardant  Sol,  crowned  as  the  Creft,  and  on  the  Sinifter 
by  an  Unicorn  Luna ,  arm’d,  crin’d  and  ungal’d,  Sol , 
gorged  with  a  Collar  of  crofs  Pattees  and  Fleurs-de- 
Lis,  and  a  Chain  thereto  affixed  ;  all  Gold  ;  the  Chain 
paffing  between  his  Fore-Legs,  returns  over  his  Back ; 
and  both  ftand  upon  a  Compartment  placed  underneath  ; 
from  which  iflues  the  two  Royal  Badges  of  his  Majefty’s 
chief  Dominions  ;  the  firft  being  a  red  Crofs  for  England , 
and  the  fecond  a  Thiftle  for  Scotland. 

Upon  the  Compartment  is  a  Scroll  with  thefe  Words 
Dleu  et  man  Droit ,  i.  e.  God  and  our  Right  has  obtained  it ; 
alluding  to  the  Vidtory  obtained  over  the  French  by 
King  Rickard  I.  in  1193,  near  Gy  for  s  :  a  Motto  retained 
ever  fince  by  the  Kings  of  England.  Upon  the  Garter 
is  the  ufual  Motto  of  the  Knights  of  the  Garter  already 
decyphered,  founded  by  King  Edward  III.  who  alfo 
affirmed  the  Arms  of  France,  in  right  of  his  Mother,  foie 
Heirefs  to  her  Brother  Charles  IV. 

By  the  Adt  of  Union  it  was  agreed  that  in  all  Flags, 
Banners,  Standards  and  Enfigns  by  Sea  and  Land,  there 
fhall  be  a  Crofs  of  St.  George,  which  is  Gules,  the  Field 
Argent,  and  a  Crofs  of  St.  Andrew ,  which  is  Argent , 
the  Field  Assure ,  conjoined. 

The  Crown  of  Charlemain ,  which  our  King,  Elector 
of  Hanover ,  bears  in  his  Arms,  as  Arch-Treafurer  and 
Prince  Eledtor  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  being  a  Sub- 
jedt  of  great  Curiofity,  and  but  little  underftood  by  the 
public  in  general,  I  fhall  defcribe  it. 

This  Crown,  which  is  diftinguifhed  into  eight  Divi- 
fions,  is  made  of  pure  Gold,  weighing  fourteen  Pounds, 
and  is  ftill  preferved  at  Nuremberg.  The  foremoft  Part 
of  the  Crown  is  adorned  with  twelve  Jewels,  all  un- 
polifhed.  On  the  fecond  Divifion  is'  our  Saviour  fitting 
between  two  Cherubs,  each  having  four  Wings,  and 
under  whom  is  this  Motto,  Per  me  Regcs  regnant.  The 
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third  Divifion  on  the  fame  Side  has  only  Gems  and 
Pearls  upon  it.  On  the  fourth  Part  fits  King  Hezekiah , 
holding  up  his  Head  with  his  Right-hand,  like  one  fick, 
and  the  Prophet  Ifniah  by  his  Side  with  a  Scroll  contain¬ 
ing  this  Motto,  Ecce  adjiciam  fuper  dies  tuas  quindecim 
annos.  Over  the  Figures  are  thefe  Words  I  fains  Pro - 
phcta,  Ezekias  Rex.  The  fifth  Divifion  behind,  con¬ 
tains  Jewels  Semi.  The  fixth  Part  contains  the  Effigies 
of  a  King  crowned,  and  a  Scroll  in  his  Hand  with  thefe 
Words,  H o  nor  Regis  judicium  diiigit.  Over  his  Head 
Rex  David.  The  feventh  Divifion  is  only  of  Gems  ; 
and  the  eigthth  has  a  King  fitting  with  his  Crown  upon 
his  Head,  and  this  Motto,  Time  Dominion ,  O’  Regem 
amato.  Over  his  Head  Rex  Solomon.  On  the  Top  of 
the  Crown  is  a  Crofs,  whofe  forepart  contains  feven- 
teen  Jewels  :  and  in  the  Top  of  the  Crofs  are  thefe 
Words  I  H  S  Nazarenus  Rex  'fudteorum ,  and  in  the  Arch 
or  Semi-circle  thefe,  Chonradus  Dei  Gratia  Roma- 
norum  Imperator  ;  this  Semi-circle  being  added  by 
the  Emperor  Conrade. 

Of  the  Privy  Council,  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  the  Privy  Seal. 

In  Order  to  enable  his  Majefty'  to  execute  the  Power  The  Privy- 
committed  to  him,  there  has  always  been  a  fupreme  <-our‘clh 
funding  Council  of  the  Kingdom,  called  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil ,  to  prepare  Matters  for  Parliament ;  and  giving  Form 
and  Exiftence  to  all  other  Councils  ;  though  inferior  to 
Parliament,  when  that  great  Council  of  the  Nation  is 
fitting. 

The  Privy  Council  confifts  of  fuch  Perfons,  as  the  Members 
King  fhall  pleafe  to  call  to  that  high  Condition,  and  P‘ivy 
of  others,  who  fit  there  by  Virtue  of  their  Offices. 

The  Method  of  making  a  Privy  Counfellor,  is  only  by 
adminiftering  an  Oath,  “  That  according  to  their  Power 
“  they  fhall  truly,  juftly  and  equitably  advife  his  Ma- 
“  jefty  in  all  Matters  to  be  treated  of  in  Council,  and  keep 
“  it  fecret.”  And  being  fworn,  he  immediately  takes 
his  Place  at  the  Council  Board. 

There  is  no  certain  Number  limitted  for  this  Council. 

This  depends  upon  the  King’s  Pleafure  ;  and  has  increaf- 
ed  very  much  within  this  lalt  Century. 
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In  this  Council  all  things  relating  to  the  public  Good, 
Safety  and  Defence  of  the  Nation  are  confulted.  By 
their  Advice,  and  with  their  Confent,  the  King  iffues 
Proclamations,  Declarations  of  War  and  Peace;  for  the 
Meeting  and  Diffolution  of  Parliaments  and  Convoca- 
tions.  Here  ail  great  Officers  of  State,  and  Governors 
of  our  Plantations,  Colonies  and  Iflands  of  Guernfey , 
Ac.  are  fworn  ;  Sheriffs,  and  other  Officers  for  public 
Government  are  declared.  Plere  it  is  that  all  public 
Grants  for  Incorporations,  Patents,  &c.  are  paffed ;  and 
aifo  many  Kinds  of  Commiffions,  Inffrudlions,  Noli  Pro- 
Jfqut  s ,  Pardons,  &c.  All  his  Majefty’s  Subjects  have 
Accefs  to  this  Council-board,  to  deliver  Reprefentations, 
Memorials,  Petitions,  Or.  And  it  is  by  Committees  of 
the  Privy-Council,  that  all  Grievances,  Caufes  of  Appeal, 
and  Complaints  from  the  Plantations,  Or.  And  all  Affairs 
relating  to  the  Iflands  of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey ,  he.  are 
heard  and  determined.  And  though  King  Charles  I. 
introduced  a  Cabinet  Council ,  which  confifted  of  a  few 
of  the  great  Officers  of  State  and  Prime  Favourites  of  the 
Prince,  chofen  out  of  the  Privy-Council,  all  authorita¬ 
tive  A 61s  of  State  do  ftill  iffue  from  the  Privy-Council : 
that  being  the  ancient  Method  of  Government  known 
to  our  Laws,  and  enforced  by  divers  Acts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

They  are  generally  chofen  from  amongfl  the  Nobility  ; 
But  we  have  found  many  able  and  honeft  Commoners 
honoured  with  a  Place  in  this  Council.  There  are  Rated 
Days  for  their  Meeting  :  But  they  may  be  called  together 
in  the  Interim,  in  Cafe  of  any  fudden  Emergency.  And 
their  Debates  are  colledled  by  the  Prefident  of  the 
Council,  who  makes  Report  thereof  to  his  Majefty.  If 
the  King  be  prefent,  his  Judgment  always  puts  an  End, 
and  terminates  the  Matter  in  Debate.  And  it  is  cufto- 
mary  for  the  King  to  conceal  his  Opinion,  and  to  lay 
the  Report  made  by  the  Prefident,  before  his  Cabinet 
Council,  before  he  declares. 

The  Stile  of  this  Council  is  Mojl  honourable  :  but  of 
its  Members,  only  Right  Honourable :  which  intitles  them, 
if  mere  Gentlemen,  to  take  Place  of  all  Knights,  and 
younger  Sons  of  Barons  and  Vifcounts  :  and  it  is  Felo¬ 
ny  by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  make  any  Attempt  againft 
the  Lives,  Or.  of  a  Privy-Counfellor. 
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The  Officers  belonging  to  the  Privy  Council  are  a- 
Prefident ;  four  Clerks  inordinary;  four  Clerks  extraor¬ 
dinary  ;  and  Under  Keeper  of  the  Council  Records; 
three  Under  Clerks  in  the  Council  Office  ;  two  Keepers 
of  the  Council  Chamber;  and  the  Under  Keeper  of  the 
Council  Chamber.  The  Clerks  of  the  Council  have 
each  their  Turn  in  waiting  monthly. 

There  is  feldom  any  Board  of  Privy  Council  held  Spcr?ttry 
without  the  Prefence  of  a  Secretary  of  State.  This  Of-  °  olate' 
fleer’s  prefent  Authority  is  not  of  very  ancient  date. 

For  before  Queen  Elizabeth's  Time,  they  did  not  fit  at 
the  Council  Board.  Their  Bufinefs  was  to  prepare  Bu- 
finefs  for  the  Privy  Council,  in  an  Office  affigned  them 
adjoining  to  the  Council-Chamber.  When  admitted  to 
the  Council,  they  delivered  their  Propofds,  or  notified 
their  Bufinefs  {landing,  one  on  the  Right,  the  other  on 
the  Left-hand  of  the  Prefident,  and  nothing  was  de¬ 
bated  ’till  they  were  with-drawn.  They  were  then  no 
more  than  two. 

Queen  Elizabeth  made  them  Privy  Councilors,  and 
they  have  always  held  that  Place  of  Honour  ever  fince. 

Since  the  Union,  there  is  added  a  third  Secretary  of  Their  Du- 
State  for  North  Britain.  Thefe  Officers  have,  under  fi'ce?'nd 
their  Management  and  Direction,  the  rr.oft  important 
Affairs  of  the  Nation,  and  are  obliged  to  a  conftant  At¬ 
tendance  on  the  King.  They  receive  and  difpatch 
whatever  comes  to  their  Hands,  whether  it  be  for  the 
Crown,  the  Church,  the  Militia,  private  Grants, 

Pardons,  Difpenfations,  &c.  and  anfwer  and  difpatch  all 
Petitions  according  to  the  King’s  Commands  and  Di- 
reftion. 

Thefe  Secretaries  are  {filed  his  Majefty’s  Principal  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State ,  and  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  Secretary 
for  the  Southern  Province,  the  Secretary  foi^the  Northern 
Province,  in  regard  to  foreign  Affairs,  and  the  Secretary 
for  North  Britain.  But  the  Affairs  at  home,  and  of 
Scotland  are  equally  and  diffinctly  managed  by  all  the 
three. 

To  each  of  the  Englijh  Secretaries  of  State  belong  two 
Under  Secretaries,  one  Chief  Clerk,  four  Under  Clerks 
and  a  Tranfiator.  To  the  Secretary  for  North  Britain , 
one  Under  Secretary,  and  one  Clerk. 
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The  Secretaries  of  State  have  alfo  the  Cuftody  of  the 
Signet,  or  that  Seal,  which  gives  Denomination  to  the 
Signet  Office.  All  Grants  hgned  by  the  King  are  re¬ 
turned  to  this  Office,  which  tranfcribed  are  carried  to 
one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State  and  fealed ; 
which  makes  it  a  Signet, '  and  directed  to  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  it  becomes  his  Warrant.  In  this  Office  are  four 
Clerks,  and  two  Deputies  to  prepare  fuch  things  as  are 
to  pafs  the  Signet,  in  order  to  the  Privy  or  Great 
Seal. 

Thefe  Clerks  wait  alternately  by  Months,  and  prepare 
fuch  Things  as  are  to  pafs  the  Signet  ;  and  one  of  them 
always  attends  the  Court,  wherefoever  it  removes,  and  by 
Warrant  from  his  Majefty,  prepares  fuch  Bills,  or  Let¬ 
ters  for  the  King  to  iign,  as  not  being  Matter  of  Law, 
they  are  directed  by  Warrant  to  prepare. 

In  this  Office  the  Royal  Grants  are  paffed  as  above  : v 
But  Privy  Seals  lor  Money  do  now  always  begin  in  the 
Treafury,  from  whence  the  lirft  Warrant  iliues  counter- 
figned  by  the  Lcrd-Treafurer. 

When  the  Nature  of  the  Grant  requires  the  paffing 
of  the  Great  Seal,  then  the  Privy  Seal  is  an  Authority 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  to  pafs  the  great  Seal.  Where 
obferve,  that  every  Thing  which  paffes  from  the  King, 
has  three  feveral  Ways  of  being  conhdered  before  it 
can  be  perfected. 

Depending  on  the  Secretary  of  States  Office  is  another 
called  the  Paper  Office,  where  are  depofited  all  the  pub- 
lick  Papers,  Writings  and  Matters  of  State,  Council 
Letters,  Ofc.  of  public  Minifters  abroad,  and  generally 
all  the  Letters  and  Difpatches,  which  pafs  through  the 
Secretaries  Office,  and  are  kept  in  a  Sort  of  Library  in 
Whitehall 

All  the  Under  Secretaries  and  Clerks  are  in  the  Choice 
or  Nomination  of  the  Secretaries  of  State  :  the  former  of 
whom  receives  Orders  and  Directions  from  them  to  wiite 
Difpatches,  which  they  give  to  the  Chief  Clerk,  who 
diftributes  them  to  the  Under  Clerks. 

"The  Lord  Privy-Seal,  receiving  his  Warrant  from  the 
Signet  Office,  i flues  the  Privy  Seal,  which  is  an  Autho¬ 
rity  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  pafs  the  Great  Seal,  if 
required.  Under  the  Privy  Seal  pafles  all  Charters  and 
Grants  of  the  Crown,  and  Pardons  ilgned  by  the  Sove¬ 
reign, 
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reign,  before  they  have  the  Great  Seal ;  as  alfo  feveral 
other  Matters  of  lefs  Concern,  as  the  Payment  of  Mo¬ 
ney,  &c.  But  Privy  Seals  for  Money,  begin  in  the 
Treafury,  from  whence  the  firft  Warrant  iffues,  counter- 
figned  by  the  Lord  Treafurer.  The  Lord  Privy  Seal  has 
two  Deputies,  and  four  Clerks. 

To  thefe  we  fhall  add  the  great  Officers  of  State, 
viz.  the  Lord  High  Steward ;  the  Lord  High  Chancellor , 
or  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal ;  the  Lord  High  Treafurer ; 

Lord  Privy  Seal ;  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council ;  Lord 
Great  Chamberlain  ^England  ;  Lord  High  Confable  ;  Earl 
Marjhal ,  and  Lord  High  Admiral. 

The  Lord  High  Steward ,  or  Magnus  Angliee  Senef-  ^orc‘ 
ch alius ,  is  invefted,  by  his  Office,  with  fuch  Powers,  as  tewai 
intitle  him  to  be,  as  it  were,  the  King’s  Lord-Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  whole  Realm.  And  whatever  might  induce 
our  Norman  Kings  to  create  fuch  an  Officer,  like  unto, 
or  in  Imitation  of  the  Mayors  of  the  Palace  in  France, 
who  were,  on  forne  Occafions,  too  powerful  for  their 
Sovereign,  the  Danger  that  might  arife  from  placing  fuch 
an  exorbitant  Power  in  the  Hands  of  a  Subject,  has, 
for  many  Generations,  prevailed  with  the  Kings  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  referve  that  Office  under  fuch  Conditions  and 
Reffriftions,  as  to  prevent  any  bad  Confequences  arifmg 
from  it.  For,  Henry  Bolinbroke ,  Son  of  John  of  Gaunt , 
and  King  of  England  by  the  Name  of  King  Henry  IV. 
was  the  laft  who  had  a  State  of  Inheritance  in  this  Of¬ 
fice.  Since  that  ALra,  the  reigning  Prince  has  always 
created  a  Lord  High  Steivard  to  officiate  pro  hac  vice 
only,  whenever  the  Ceremonial,  or  Courfe  of  Juftice,  has 
required  the  Prefence  of  fuch  an  Officer.  Which  Occa¬ 
fions  are  at  a  Coronation,  and  at  the  Trial  of  a  Peer  or 
Peerefs  for  a  capital  Offence. 

At  a  Coronation  he  keeps  his  Court  at  the  King’s  Pa¬ 
lace  at  JVeJlminJler ,  to  receive  Claims,  and  to  judge  and 
determine  their  Right  to  a  Service  at  the  King’s  Coro¬ 
nation  ;  for  which  he  has  a  certain  Fee.  And  in  the 
Proceffion,  on  the  Coronation-Day ,  he  takes  Precedence 
immediately  before  the  King  himfelf,  bearing  in  his 
Hand  King  Edward's  Crown. 

For  the  Trial  of  a  Peer  or  Peerefs  for  a  capital  Of-  Trial  of 
fence,  the  King  appoints  by  his  Letters  Patent  a  Lord  Qf  Peers- 
Parliament,  hac  vice ,  to  be  Lord  High  Steward,  and  who  is 
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called  Lord  High  Steward.  In  which  Letters  Patents  or 
Commiliion  under  the  Great  Seal,  is  recited  the  Indict¬ 
ment  generally  as  it  is  found  ;  and  Power  is  given  to 
the  Lord  Steward  to  receive  tire  Indictment,  Cfc.  and  to 
proceed  according  to  the  Law  and  Cujlom  of  England  :  and 
a  Commandment  is  thereby  given  to  the  Peers  of  the 
Realm  to  attend  and  to  obey  him.  And  a  Certiorari  is 
limed  out  of  Chancery  to  remove  the  IndiCtment  itfelf 
before  the  Steward  of  England ,  which  may  either  bear 
date  the  fame  Day  of  the  Steward’s  Commiffion,  or  any 
Day  after.  Then  the  laid  Steward  direCts  his  Warrant 
under  his  Seal  to  theCommiffioners  or  Judges  of  theKing’s- 
Bench,  &c.  to  certify  the  IndiChnent  at  fuch  a  Day 
and  Place,  as  he  {hall  appoint.  And  then  another  Writ 
goeth  out  of  the  Chancery  direcled  to  the  Lieutenant 
of  the  Tower,  to  bring  the  Body  of  the  Prifoner  before 
the  Steward,  at  fuch  a  Day  and  Place,  as  he  fhall  ap¬ 
point.  And  the  Lord  High  Steward  maketh  a  Precept 
under  his  Seal  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  &c. 
and  therein  exprefleth  a  Day  and  Place,  when  he  fhall 
bring  the  Prifoner  before  him ;  and  another  Precept  to 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  fummon  the  Lords  of  Parliament: 
And  though  every  Criminal  under  the  Degree  of  Nobi¬ 
lity,  has  a  Right  to  be  tried  in  the  County,  where  the 
Fa&  is  committed,  this  great  Officer  may  appoint  and 
fit  in  any  Place  in  England  for  the  Trial  of  a  Peer. 

Againfl:  the  Day  of  Trial  a  Court  is  ereCted,  at  the 
Charge  of  the  Crown,  in  Wejlminjler-Hall.  And,  tho’ 
in  former  Times  it  was  cuftomary  to  fummon  not  more 
than  Sixteen  or  eighteen  Peers  for  to  appear  before  the 
Lord  Pligh  Steward,  it  has  been  fettled  by  an  ACI  of 
Parliament  in  7  and  8  William  III.  that  upon  the  Trial 
of  any  Peer  or  Peerefs  for  Treafon  or  Mifprifon,  all  the 
Peers,  who  have  a  Right  to  fit  and  vote  in  Parliament, 
fhall  be  duly  fummoned  twenty  Days  at  leaft  before  every 
fu^h  Trial,  to  appear  at  every  fuch  Trial  :  and  that 
every  fuch  Peer  fo  fummoned  and  appearing  at  fuch  Trial, 
fhall  vote  in  the  Trial  of  fuch  Peer  or  Peerefs  fo  to  be 
tried,  every  fuch  Peer,  firft  taking  the  Oaths  preferibed 
by  an  Act  made  in  1  Wiliiapi  and  Mary. 

On  the  Day  of  Trial  the  Lord  High  Steward,  preceeded 
by  fix  Serjeants  at  Arms,  goes  to  the  Court,  and  takes  his 
Place  under  a  Canopy  of  State,  and  on  a  Bench  raifed 
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feveral  Steps  above  the  Reft  of  the  Court,  and  is  intitled 
to  the  Stile  of  Tour  Grace.  Being  feated,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  delivers  to  him  his  Commiffion,  which  the 
Lord  Plight  Steward  immediately  returns  to  the  faid 
Clerk,  who  orders  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  repeat  three 
times  0  yes  !  Silence  being  made,  the  Commiffion  is  read. 
This  done,  the  Ufher  of  the  Court  delivers  a  white  Rod 
to  the  Lord  High  Steward,  who  re-delivereth  it  to  him 
again.  The  Ufher  holding  this  Rod  before  the  Lord 
High  Steward,  another  0  yes  is  made,  and  Command¬ 
ment  is  given  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  High  Steward 
of  England  to  all  Juftices  and  Commiflioners  to  certify 
all  Indi&ments  and  Records,  &c.  And  thefe  being  de¬ 
livered  into  Court  accordingly,  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
readeth  the  Return  that  is  made.  Then  another  0  yes  is 
made,  and  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  is  called  upon  to 
return  his  Writ  and  Precept,  and  to  bring  the  Prifoner 
to  the  Bar.  The  Lieutenant  brings  the  Prifoner  to  the 
Bar,  preceding  him  with  an  Ax  on  his  Shoulder,  and  its 
Edge  turned  from  the  Prifoner.  The  Prifoner  being 
placed  at  the  Bar,  the  Lieutenant  delivers  his  Return 
into  Court,  which  is  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown. 
Then  another  O  yes  is  made  for  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  to 
return  his  Precept,  with  the  Names  of  the  Barons  and 
Peers  fummoned  by  him.  Which  Return  being  read, 
another  O  yes  is  made  for  all  the  Earls,  Barons,  and  Peers 
thus  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  Lord  High  Steward, 
to  anfwer  to  their  Names  ;  who,  as  they  are  called,  take 
their  Places  in  the  Court  and  fit  down,  and  their  Names 
and  Appearance  are  recorded,  ad  faciendum  ea  quee  ex 
Parte  Domini  Regis  eis  injunguntur.  When  they  are  all 
feated,  and  the  Judges  alfo  are  placed  at  the  Feet  of  the 
Peers,  or  about  a  Table  in  the  midft  of  the  Court,  or 
in  fome  other  convenient  Place,  to  refolve  fuch  Points  in 
Law,  as  may  arife  in  the  Trial,  the  Lord  High  Steward 
applying  himfelf  to  the  Prifoner  at  the  Bar,  declares  to 
him  the  Occafion  of  the  King’s  commanding  that  AfTem- 
bly  of  Lords  to  be  fummoned,  and  to  be  there ;  and  tells 
him  to  ar.fwer  without  fear,  and  that  he  fhall  be  heard 
with  Patience,  and  that  Juftice  fhall  be  done  to  him. 

This  done,  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  reads  the  Indict¬ 
ment  ;  of  which  the  Prifoner  has  a  right  to  a  Copy  five 
Days,  at  leaft,  before  the  Day  of  Trial,  if  the  Crime  be 
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High  Treafon,  or  Mifprifon  of  Treafon.  Fie  alfo  has 
two  Counfel  affigned  him  by  the  Court  to  advife  with, 
and  to  plead  and  make  his  Defence,  and  to  make  any 
Proof  they  can  by  lawful  Witnels  upon  Oath  for  his 
juft  Defence. 

After  the  Indictment  is  read,  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
afks  the  Prifoner,  whether  he  be  Guilty  or  Not  Guilty  :  to 
which  if  he  anfwers  Not  Guilty  ;  then  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  afks  him,  how  he  will  be  tried  ?  The  Prifoner  an¬ 
fwers,  By  God  and  his  Peers.  Then  the  Lord  High  Steward 
gives  a  Charge  to  the  Peers,  exhorting  them  to  try  the 
Prifoner  indifferently  according  to  the  Evidence  given 
before  them.  And  after  the  Witnefies  have  been  called 
and  examined,  and  the  Prifoner  has  made  what  Defence 
he  can,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  condu&s  the  Pri- 
foner  from  the  Bar  to  fome  convenient  Place,  ’till  the 
Lords  fhall  privately  confult  together,  like  Jurymen. 
The  Majority  of  whom  being  agreed  in  their  Verdicft, 
the  Lords  return  to  their  Seats  :  and  the  Lord  High 
Steward  beginning  with  the  Puifne  Lord,  afks  him  whe¬ 
ther  he  finds  the  Prifoner  Guilty ,  or  Not  Guilty.  To 
which,  he  ftanding  up,  and  laying  his  Hand  on  his  Breaft, 
(as  do  all  the  other  Lords  in  their  Courfe,  when 
afked  the  fame  Queftion)  anfwers,  Guilty,  or  not  Guilty, 
(as  he  finds  him)  upon  my  Honour.  This  done,  the  Lord 
High  Steward  orders  the  Prifoner  to  be  brought  again  to 
the  Bar,  and  informs  him  of  the  Verdift  given  by  the 
Lords.  And  if  found  guilty,  the  Lord  High  Steward 
pronounces  Sentence  of  Death  upon  him.  After  Sen¬ 
tence  has  paffed,  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  takes  the 
Prifoner  from  the  Bar,  and  with  the  Edge  of  the  Ax 
turned  towards  him,  condudls  him  back  to  the  Place  of 
his  Confinement  in  the  Tower.  And  the  Trial  being  over, 
the  Lord  High  Steward  openly  breaks  his  white  Staff: 
which  puts  an  End  to  his  Commiffion,  and  to  his  High 
Office. 

h  The  Lord  High  Chancellor ,  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal,  are  now  one  and  the  fame  thing  under  different  Names ; 
though  formerly  their  Offices  were  diftinct.  This,  when 
there  is  no  Lord  Hi?h  Steward ,  is  accounted  the  higheft 
Officer  in  the  State,  and  the  higheft  Perfon  in  the  Kingdom 
in  civil  Affairs,  next  after  the  Princes  of  the  Blood.  His 
Lordfhip,  ex  officio,  is  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
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and  his  Grandeur  is  fuch,  that  he  has  four  Places  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  ;  one  behind  the  King  of  Scots  Chair; 
the  fecond  next  to  the  Dukes  of  the  Blood;  that  third 
on  the  firft  Wool-pack,  and  the  fourth  at  the  Table. 

Of  feventy-two  Officers  under  him,  it  is  remarkable  that 
forty-four  of  them  have  Employment  in  Parliamentary 
Affairs,  either  upon  its  fummoning,  or  during  its  fitting  ; 
and  his  Warrant  is  the  fecond  Fiat,  that  gives  Birth  or 
Diflolution  to  a  Parliament.  He  is,  under  the  King, 
the  chief  of  all  Magiftrates  :  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery:  the  Guardian  of  Orphans,  &c.  And  he  has 
the  Gift  of  all  Crown  ecclefiaftical  Benefices,  under 
twenty  Pounds 'a  Year  in  the  King’s  Books.  But  this 
great  Officer  holds  his  Place  at  the  King’s  Pleafure  ;  and 
though  the  Salary  annexed  to  it  is  no  more  than  2100 /. 
per  Ann.  it  is  generally  admitted  to  be  worth  in  Perquifltes 
not  lefs  than  700c/.  per  Ann.  befides  the  Opportunity  of 
providing  in  the  heft  Manner  for  his  Family  and  Friends, 
both  in  Church  and  State. 

The  Lord  Fligh  Treafurer ,  when  in  being,  is  generally-  Lor(j 
faid  to  be  the  King’s  Prime  Minifter  judicatory  between  Treafurer. 
the  King  and  the  People  ;  taking  his  Title  from  the 
Word  Treasury ,  'or  Place  for  fecuring  the  public  Money 
raifed  by  Parliament.  He  holds  the  Poft  only  during  the 
King’s  Pleafure  with  a  Salary  of  8000/.  per  Ann.  and 
has  not  only  the  Management  of  the  Treafury  or  Ex¬ 
chequer,  but  the  Nomination  of  all  the  Officers  any 
way  employed  in  collecting  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown  ; 
and  he  has  in  his  Gift,  all  the  Cuftora  Searchers;  and  all 
other  Officers  in  the  Cuftoms  (except  thofe  for  collect¬ 
ing  the  Coal  Duty)  in  all  the  Ports  of  England ;  and  the 
Efcheators  in  every  County.  But  this  high  Office  feems  to 
have  declined,  and  has  been  thought  too  great  to  be  in  the 
Hands  of  any  one  SubjeCt  ;  and,  therefore,  it  has  almoft 
conftantly,  ftnee  the  Revolution,  been  put  into,  and  exe¬ 
cuted  by,"  Commiffion. 

1  he  Lord  Privy  Seal  is,  by  his  Office,  a  Privy-  Lor(^  pr;v.y 
Counfellor.  His  Salary  is  gcoo  /.  per  Ann.  befides  Seal, 
large  Perquifltes y  as  will  appear  in  the  Bufinefs  of 
that  Office  already  ftated  on  Page  344.  So  that  I 
fhall  difmifs  this  great  Officer  with  only  one  Ad¬ 
monition,  That  as  the  Nature  of  this  Office  is  fuch," 
as  to  prevent  the  perfecting  any  Warrant  aguinft 
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the  Laws  or  Cuftoms  of  the  Nation  ;  and  that  it  is  the 
Duty  of  the  Privy-Seal,  as  well  as  of  the  Broad-Seal,  to 
fee  to  the  Legality  of  what  is  to  be  Signed,  and  to  in¬ 
form  the  Sovereign  with  what  they  find  amifs. 

The  next  great  Officer  of  State  is  the  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  Council .  A  Poft  rather  of  Honour,  than  Profit. 
His  Bufinefs  is  to  lay  all  Matters  before  the  Privy  Coun¬ 
cil,  to  collect  their  Debates  and  R'efolutions,  and  to  re¬ 
port  the  fame  to  his  Majefly,  when  their  Royal  Mailer 
happens  to  be  abfent.  This  is  a  very  ancient  Officer, 
who  in  King  John  s  Time  was  diflinguifhed  by  the  Title 
of  Confiliarius  Capitalist  or  Chief  of  the  Council ;  but  was 
aifcontinued  by  King  Charles  I.  after  the  Death  of  the 
Earl  or  Manchefler.  During  this  Intermiffion,  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor  added  as  Prefident  of  the  Council  :  But 
King  Charles  II.  renewed  the  Office  in  the  Perfon  of  the 
Earl  of  Shaftfbury. 

The  Lord  Great  Chamberlain  ^England  is  an  Officer 
of  great  Antiquity  alfo.  This  Office  was  anciently  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  Earls  of  Oxford ,  with  very  little  Interrup¬ 
tion,  till  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  And  from 
them  it  defcended  by  Inheritance  to  the  Family  of  Bertie , 
now  Dukes  of  Ancafert  by  the  Marriage  of  Peregrine 
Bertie ,  Lord  Willoughby  of  Erejby  with  the  Pleir  General 
of  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  To  this  great  Officer  did  ancient¬ 
ly  belong  Livery  and  Lodging  in  the  Royal  Palace,  and 
certain  Fees  from  the  Archbilhops  and  Bifhops,  when 
they  performed  Homage  to  their  Sovereign  ;  and  from  all 
the  Peers  of  the  Realm,  at  their  Creation.  The  whole 
Palace  of  Wefminfer  is  under  his  Government,  fo 
that  upon  all  Solemn  Occafions,  the  proper  Officers  de¬ 
liver  up  to  him  the  Keys  of  Wejhninfter-Hall ,  and  of 
the  Court  of  Requefs.  He  iflues  his  Warrants  for  fur- 
nifhing  the  faid  Hall  for  Coronations,  and  Trials  of 
Peers :  and  the  Gentleman  Ufher  of  the  Black  Rod, 
the  Yeoman  Ufher  and  the  Door-keepers  are  immediately 
under  his  Command. 

On  the  Day  of  the  King’s  Coronation,  he  waits  upon 
the  King  before  he  rifes,  with  a  Shirt,  Coif,  and  wear¬ 
ing  Apparel.  Then  he  drefles  the  King  in  his  Royal 
Robes  ;  and,  in  the  Proceifion,  he  walks  with  a  white 
Staff  in  one  Hand,  and  his  Coronet  in  the  other.  And 
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that  Day,  before  and  after  Dinner,  he  ferves  his  Majefcy 
with  Water  to  wafti  his  Hands. 

For  which  Services  his  Lordfhip  is  inti  tied  to  fotty 
Ells  of  Crimfon  Velvet  to  make  his  own  Robes,  and  to 
the  Bed,  all  the  Furniture  of  the  King’s  Chamber,  and 
his  Majefty’s  laft  Night’s  Apparel  before  the  Coronation, 
and  to  every  Thing  ufed  by  the  King  on  the  Corona¬ 
tion  Day.  He  keeps  very  near  the  King’s  Perfon,  the 
whole  Day.  And,  at  other  Times,  when  the  King  goes 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  he  appoints  a  Lord  to  carry  the 
Sword  of  State  before  him  into  the  Houfe,  and  goes 
himfelf  on  the  Right-hand  of  the  Sword.  And  finally 
this  Officer  has  the  Care  to  provide  all  things  in  the 
I-Ioufe  of  Lords  during  their  fitting. 

The  Lord  High  Confiable  is  an  Officer  like  the  Lord  Lord  High 
High  Steward,  created  originally  with  fuc'n  Power  and  ConUabie. 
Jurifdidtion,  as  for  many  ages  has  been  thought  too  great 
and  dangerous  for  our  Conftitution  to  be  lodged  in  any 
Subject.  So  that  this  Office  has  been  difcontinued  ever 
fince  the  Death  of  Edward  Bagot ,  Duke  of  Buckingham , 

•  who  died  in  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  VII.  and  was  the 
laft  High  Conftable  of  England ,  except  that  temporary 
Officer  created  to  grace  a  Coronation.  On  which 
Occafion  he  marches  in  his  Robes,  with  a  Staff  and 
Coronet  in  his  Hand.  When  that  Ceremony  is  over,  he 
breaks  his  Staff,  and  then  his  Office  or  Commiffion  ex¬ 
pires. 

The  Earl  Marjhal  o/England  is  a  great  Officer  de-  Earl  Mar- 
fcending  by  Inheritance  in  the  moft  noble  Family  of  the  ^ah- 
Howards,  Dukes  of  Norfolk ,  in  Right  of  the  Mother’s 
Side  from  Thomas  Mowbray ,  Earl  of  Nottingham ,  the 
firft  Earl  Marfhal  of  England. 

Th  is  Officer  is  to  take  Cognizance  of  all  Matters  of 
War  and  Arms.  He,  by  his  Deputy,  and  with  the 
Affiftance  of  the  King  at  Arms,  and  Ideralds,  marfhals 
and  orders  the  Coronation,  &c.  of  our  Monarchs  ;  and 
proclaims  Peace  and  War  with  foreign  Powers.  He 
may  prefide  in  the  Court  of  Marfhalfea ,  and  try  for 
Offences  committed  within  the  Verge  of  the  King’s 
Court.  See  Page  290.  But  his  chief  Court  is  that  of 
Chivalry,  kept  in  the  Common  Hall  of  Heralds,  Lon¬ 
don.  For,  he  being  the  Judge  of  Coats  of  Arms,  and  of 
the  Pedigrees  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  the  Heralds  - 
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Office  is  fubordinate  to  him.  This  Office  of  Heralds  was 
incorporated  by  King  Richard  III.  and  confifts  of  thir¬ 
teen  Members,  favoured  with  many  new  Privileges  by 
Philip  and  Mary ,  which  have  been  greatly  impaired  of 
late  Years.  It  is  his  peculiar  Province  to  grant  Arms 
to  fuch  as  are  qualified  ;  and  to  decide  all  Difputes 
concerning  Defcents,  Pedigrees,  Efcutcheons,  &c. 

At  a  Coronation  this  great  Officer  walks  with  his  Staff 
and  Coronet  in  his  Hand. 

Under  the  Earl  Marfhal  of  England,  there  are  three 
Regulators  of  Arms,  Ceremonies,  Pedigrees,  and  De¬ 
fcents  of  Nobility  and  Gentry,  viz.  Garter ,  Clarencieux , 
and  Norroy. 

Garter  is  the  principal  King  at  Arms:  an  Officer  of 
that  Diftinfiion  and  Importance  in  ancient  Times,  that 
he  was  created  with  great  Ceremony  by  the  King  him- 
felf. 

This  is  the  chief  Lay-officer  in  the  Order  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Garter,  and  marlhals  their  Xnffallations 
and  Feafts.  He  alfo  is  the  principal  Officer  in  the  He¬ 
rald’s  Office,  under  the  Deputy  Earl  Marfhal,  who  acls 
at  this  Time,  under  the  Duke  of  Norfolk ,  his  Grace 
being  a  Roman  Catholic. 

He  was  inflituted  by  King  Henry  V.  in  the  Year 
1417,  for  the  Service  of  the  moil  noble  Order  of  the 
Garter;  and,  for  the  Dignity  of  that  Order,  he  was  made 
Sovereign  within  the  Office  of  Arms,  over  all  other  Of- 
fleers  Object  to  the  Crown  of  England.  By  the  Con- 
flitution  of  his  Office  he  mufl  be  a  Native  of  England , 
and  a  Gentleman  bearing  Arms.  To  him  belongs  the 
Corredtion  of  Arms,  and  all  Enfigns  of  Arms  ufurped 
or  borne  unjuftly ;  and  the  Power  of  granting  Arms  to 
deferving  Perfons,  and  Supporters  to  the  Nobility  and 
Knights  of  the  Bath.  It  is  likewife  his  Office  to  go 
next  before  the  Sword  in  folemn  Proceffions,  none  in- 
terpofmg,  except  the  Marfhal.  Fie  adminifters  the  Oath 
to  all  the  Officers  of  Arms,  and  has  a  Habit  like  the 
Regifter  of  the  Order  ol  the  Garter,  with  Barons  Service 
in  the  Court,  and  Lodgings  in  Windfor  Caflle  :  he  car¬ 
ries  a  white  Rod  with  a  Banner  of  the  Enfigns  of  the 
Order  thereon  before  the  Sovereign.  When  any  Lord 
enters  the  P:  r  iament  Chamber,  it  is  his  Poib  to  affign 
him  his  Place,  according  to  his  Dignity  and  Degree  :  - 
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And  it  is  his  Place  to  carry  the  Enfigns  of  the  Order  to 
foreign  Princes,  and  to  do,  or  procure  to  be  done,  what 
the  Sovereign  fhall  enjoin  relating  to  the  Order.  His 
Salary  is  ic.o /.  per  Ann.  out  of  the  Exchequer,  and  ico/. 
more  out  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Order,  befides  his  Fees. 

He  wears  a  Mantle  of  Cfimfon  Sattin,  and  carries  a  white 
Rod  or  Sceptre,  with  the  Sovereign’s  Arms  a-top,  in 
prefence  of  the  Sovereign  ;  who  inverts  him  with  the 
Enfigns  of  his  Office  in  full  Chapter. 

Clarencieux ,  ftiled  King  at  Arms ,  is  an  Officer  firft  ap-  Claren- 
pointed  or  created  by  King  Edward  III.  to  be  attendant  eieux< 
upon  his  third  Son,  the  Duke  of  Clarence .  He  is  created 
by  Patent,  and  with  much  Ceremony.  His  Office  is  to 
marlhal  and  difpofe  the  Funerals  of  all  the  lower  Nobility, 

Rich  a  Baronets,  Knights,  Efquires,  and  Gentlemen  on  the 
South  of  Trent.  And  in  that  Province  to  grant  Arms 
with  the  Confent  of  the  Earl  Marrtial.  In  the  Vacancy 
of  Garter  he  executes  his  Office.  His  Salary  is  40/.  per 
Annum ,  out  of  the  Exchequer,  befides  his  Fees. 

Norroy  qu.  North-roy ,  King  at  Arms ,  is  an  Officer  Noiroy. 
verted  with  the  fame  Power  on  the  North  of  Trent,  as 
Clarencieux  is  on  the  South  Side.  They  were  originally 
dertgned,  and  had  Power  by  their  Charter,  to  vi fit  noble 
P  amilies,  take  Inquifition  pojl  mortem ,  Rate  their  Pedi¬ 
grees,  & c.  But  this  moft  necertary  Part  of  their  Office, 
with  fome  others,  were  curtailed  and  annulled  by  the 
Statute  of  the  12th  of  King  Charles  II. 

T'he  Kings  of  Arms  were  formerly  created  by  their  Kings  of 
Sovereign  with  great  Solemnity  upon  fome  high  Feftival  :  Arnis  how 
But  fince  the  Ceremonies  ufed  at  the  Creation  of  Peers  create<1‘ 
have  been  laid  artde,  the  Kings  of  Arms  have  been  created 
by  the  Earl  Marrtial,  by  Virtue  of  the  Sovereign’s  War¬ 
rant.  Upon  this  Occafion  each  takes  an  Oath,  Wine  is 
poured  on  his  Head,  out  of  a  gilt  Cup,  with  a  Cover  ; 
his  Title  is  declared,  and  he  is  inverted  with  a  Tabart  of 
the  Royal  Arms  richly  embroidered  upon  Velvet  ;  with 
a  Collar  of  S  S,  and  two  Portcullices  of  Silver  gilt,  and 
with  a  Gold  Chain  having  the  Badge  of  his  Office  ap¬ 
pendant  :  the  Earl  Marrtial  places  upon  his  Head  the 
Crown  of  a  King  at  Arms,  which  formerly  refembled  a 
ducal  Coronet ;  but  fince  the  Reftoration,  it  has  been 
adorned  with  Leaves  refembling  thofe  of  the  Oak,  and 
circumferibed  according  to  ancient  Curtom,  with  thefe 
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Words,  Miserere  mei,  Deus,  secundum 
MISECOR DI AM  TUAM. 

The  Kings  of  Arms  are  diftinguifhed  from  each  other 
by  their  refpedtive  Badges,  which  they  may  wear  at  all 
Times,  either  on  a  Gold  Chain,  or  on  a.  Ribbon  ;  Gar¬ 
ter’s  being  blue ,  and  the  others  being  purple. 

In  this  Office  we  find  other  Officers,  as  fix  Heralds , 
and  four  Purfuivants. 

The  Heralds  were  originally  created  by  pouring  a  Gold. 
Cup  of  Wine  upon  their  Heads  by  the  King  himfelf ; 
and  have  been  fometimes  ftiled  Dukes  at  Arms.  They 
aic  fworn  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Kings,  and  are  in- 
vefted  with  a  Tabart  of  the  Royai  Arms,  embroidered 
upon  Sattin,  but  not  fo  rich  as  the  Kings,  and  with  a. 
Collar  of  S  S.  They  are  Efquires  by  Creation,  and  have 
a  Salary  of  26 k  135.  4 d.  per  Annum ,  and  Fees  according 
to  their  Degree.  Note,  that  both  the  Kings  and  Heralds 
are  fworn  upon  a  Sword,  a3  well  as  a  Book,  to  fhew  that 
they  are  military,  as  well  as  civil  Officers.  The  Heralds 
receive  their  Name  from  the  two  German  Words  Here 
and  Helt  or  Held ,  which  fignify  the  Army’s  Champion  to 
-denounce  War,  or  offer  Peace.  They  are  now  created  in 
the  faid  Manner  by  the  Earl  Marfhal  ;  and  their  Office¬ 
rs  to  wait  at  Court,  to  attend  all  public  State  Solemni¬ 
ties,  and  to  proclaim  War  and  Peace  ;  to  marfhal  all 
the  Solemnities  at  Coronations,  Royal  Chriftenings, 
Marriages  and  Funerals  ;  and  to  blazon  and  examine 
Coats  of  Arms ,  See.  Their  Names  of  Dirtinftion  are 
Windfor ,  Chejler ,  Lancajhry  York ,  Rkhmond ,  and  Somer- 
fei ,  who  take  Place  according  to  Seniority  in  Office. 
To  whom  were  added  by  King  George  I.  one  named  the 
Hanover  Herald,  and  another  Riled  Gloucejper  King  at 
Arms. 

The  four  Purfuivants  are  called  Purfuivants  at  Anns, 
and  known  by  the  Names  of  Rouge  Croix ,  Blue  Mantle 
Rouge  Dragon ,  and  Portcullis :  and  are  created  by  the 
Earl  MarfhaL  They  take  an  Oath  of  Office,  and  are 
inverted  with  a  Tabart  of  the  Royal  Arms  upon  Damafk. 
Their  Salary  is  no  more  than  20/.  per  Annum ,  with  Fees 
according  to  their  Degree.  Their,  and  the  Heralds* 
Duty  is  to  attend  in  the  public  Office,  one  of  each 
Gals  together,  by  a  Monthly  Rotation- 
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Befides  the  particular  Duties  of  the  leveral  Gaffes,  it  Duties  of 
is  the  general  'Duty  both  of  the  Kings,  Heralds,  and  ^(e'e  °*u* 
Purfuivants  fo  attend  his  .  Majefty  at  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  upon  certain  High  Feftivals  to  the  Chapel-Royal ;  to 
make  Proclamations,  OY. 

All  thefe  Officers  have  Apartments  in  their  College,  Refidence. 
annexed  to  their  refpcdlive  Offices.  They  have  alfo  a 
public  Hall,  in  which  there  is  a  Court  for  the  Earl 
Marfhal  ;  where  Courts  of  Chivalry  are  occafionally  held, 
and  the  Officers  of  Arms  attend  in  their  Tabarts,  his 
Lordfhip  being  prefent. 

The  Lord  High  Admiral  is  the  laft  of  the  great  Of-  Lord  High 
ficers  of  State,  and  is  one  of  thofe,  whofe  Power  and  ^■dm*iaL 
Jurifdidtion  has  been  thought  too  dangerous  in  the  Hand 
of  any  one  Subject  :  therefore,  as  obferved  before  on 
Page  226,  this  Office  is  now  held  in  Commiffion  by 
thofe,  who  are  Piled  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  enjoy 
all  the  Rights  and  Privileges  belonging  to  the  Office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral. 

The  Salary  of  a  Lord  High  Admiral  is  7000/.  per 
Annum ,  and  to  him  belong  all  Penalties  and  Amercia¬ 
ments  of  all  Tranfgreffions  at  Sea,  on  the  Sea-fhore,  in 
Ports  and  Havens,  and  all  Rivers  below  the  firft  Bridge 
from  the  Sea,  the  Goods  of  Pirates  and  Felons  con¬ 
demned,  or  outlawed  ;  Sea-wmecks  ;  Goods  floating  on 
the  Sea,  or  caft  away  on  the  Shore,  not  claimed  by 
Lords  of  Manors  ;  and  all  great  Fifties  called  Royal  Fijhes , 
except  Whales  and  Sturgeons.  * 

Of  the  K  1  n  g’s  Houshold. 

In  a  Survey  of  the  King’s  Houlhold,  we  muft  diftin- 
guifti  it  into  Civil ,  Ecclefiafical ,  and  Military. 

The  Civil  Department  is  conducted  by  the  Lord 
Steward ,  the  Treafurer ,  the  Lord  Chamberlain ,  and  Majler 
of  the  Horfe. 

The  Lord  Steward  is  the  principal  Officer  for  the  Lord 
Civil  Government  of  the  King’s  Servants  below  Stairs.  Steward, 
He  is  conftituted  by  the  Delivery  of  a  white  Staff  :  and,  by 
virtue  of  his  Office,  without  any  other  Commiffion,  he 
judges  all  Offences  committed  within  the  Court,  or  the 
Verge  thereof,  and  gives  Judgement  according  to  their  feve- 
ral  Deferts.  It  is  his  Duty  to  attend  the  King  at  the  Be- 
*  See  before  an  Account  of  the  Admiralty  on  Page  226* 
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ginning  of  the  Parliament,  and  to  adminifter  the  requi¬ 
re  Oaths  to  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^- 
and  at  the  End  of  Parliament  to  adjuft  parliamentary 
Expences.  At  the  death  of  the  Sovereign  he  breaks  his 
Staff  over  the  Hearfe,  in  which  the  Royal  Corpfe  is  de- 
r  pofited,  and  thereby  dilcharges  all  the  Officers  under  his 
Power. 

Treafurer.  The  Treafurer  of  the  Houjhold ,  though  under  the  Lord 
Steward ,  is  a  principal  Staff-Officer  below  Stairs.  In 
the  ab fence  of  the  Lord  Steward,  he,  with  the  Com  pa¬ 
troller  and  other  Officers  of  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth ,  has 
Pov/er  to  hear  and  determine  Offences  within  their  Verge, 
and  that  by  Verdift  of  the  King’s  Houfhold.  Under  hint 
there  is  a  Comptroller,  Cofferer,  Mafter  of  the  Houfhold, 
and  fix  Clerks  of  the  Green  Cloth. 

Bo  rdet  It  is  of  all  thefe,  that  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  is 
c'Th1  cojnpofed.  It  is  fo  called  from  a  Green  Cloth  where 
they  fit,  on  which  is  depicted  the  Arms,  Vert,  a  Key  Or, 
and  a  Staff  Arg.  Saltire ,  fignifying  their  Power  to  re¬ 
ward  or  pimifh,  and  is  properly  a  Court  of  Juffice  con¬ 
tinually  fitting  in  the  King’s  Palace. 

Under  their  Infpedlion  and  Direftion  are  all  the  Of¬ 
ficers  and  Servants  in  the  Accompting  Houfe,  Bake- 
houfe,  Pantry,  Buttery,  Cellar,  Spicery,  Confectionary, 
Ewry,  Laundry,  Privy-Kitchen,  Larder,  Poultry,  Scald¬ 
ing  Houfe,  Paftry,  Scullery,  Wood-yard,  Harbingers, 
Porters, at  the  Gate,  Car-takers,  Tail-cartakers,  the  Al¬ 
monry,  Bread-Bearer,  Wine-Porters,  and  feveral  other 
neceffary  Servants  to  the  Number,  in  all,  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-fix,  all  in  the  Gift  of  the  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Houfhold  ;  befides  the  Knight  Marfhal,  under  whom  are 
properly  the  King’s  Bailiffs,  who  arreft  in  the  Verge  of 
the  Court,  when  a  Warrant  is  backed  by  the  Board  of 
Green  Cloth.  The  Knight  Marfhal  and  his  Men  have 
Place  in  all  Cavalcades  or  public  Proceffions,  at  de¬ 
claring  of  War,  proclaiming  of  Peace,  public  Entries 
and  Proceffions  made  by  the  Sovereign. 

The  Clerk  Here  it  will  be  proper  to  mention  fome  Account  o. 
Market  ^ie  Clerk  of  the  Market  of  the  King  s  Houjhold.  This  Of¬ 
fice  is  as  ancient  as  the  Royal  Houfnold.  The  earlieft 
Statutes  take  Notice  of  this  Office,  and  Fleta  writes, 
That  it  fub filled  long  before  the  Statute  Law  took 
place.  By  Virtue  of  his  Office,  he  by  16  th  Richard  11  • 

had 


357 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

fead  a  Right  to  efTay  the  Weights  and  Meafures  ufed  in 
any  Part  within  the  Realm.  But  this  extenfive  Jurifdic- 
tjion,  confirmed  by  feveral  fubfequent  Aft  of  Parliament, 
was  confined  by  16  Charles  I.  c.  19.  withii  the  Verge 
of  the  King’s  Court,  i.  e.  twelve  Miles  round  the  Place 
of  the  King’s  Refidence.  Within  that  Verge  or  Cir- HisPower. 
cuit,  the  Clerk  cf  the  Market  may  hold  hjs  Court  in 
fuch  Place  as  fhall  be  moft  convenient  for  the  People, 
ilfiuing  out  his  Precept  to  the  High  Conftable  to  impan- 
nel  a  Jury  of  fit  and  honeft  Men  to  hear,  enquire  and 
determine  on  his  Majefty’s  Behalf,  into  Offences  cogni¬ 
zable  in  his  Court. 

The  Petty  Conftables  are,  by  Virtue  of  this  Precept, 
fummoned  by  Warrant  of  the  High  Conftable,  to  warn 
all  Perfons  in  their  feveral  Parifties  or  Diftrifts,  who  buy 
or  fell  with  W eights  or  Meafures,  whether  fealed  or  un- 
fcaled,  to  appear  at  the  Time  aqd  Place  appointed  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Market,  or  his  Deputy,  to  have  their 
W eights  and  Meafures  examined  by  the  King’s  Standards  ; 
and  every  Conftable,  Headbotough,  OV.  doth  alfo  pre- 
fent  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Market,  at  the  Return  of  his 
Warrant,  a  Note  fairly  written  and  annexed  thereto,  ex- 
preffing  the  Parifh  and  Diftrift:  of  which  they  are  Officers, 
and  the  Names  .and  Profeffions  of  the  Perfons  they  have 
warned  to  appear,  their  Signs  and  Diftinftions,  Places 
of  .TJbode,  and  of  the  Weights  and  Meafures  which  they 
yfe  ;  the  High  Conftable  alfo  attends  to  make  a  Return 
of  the  Precept,  endorfing  on  it  the  Names  of  the  Jurors, 
and  alfo  of  the  Conftables,  Officers,  C3V.  who,  nbt  ap¬ 
pearing,  are  liable  to  be  amerfed  for  a  Contempt,  by  the 
Clerk  ot  the  Market.  When  the  Jyry  is  compleat,  and 
regularly  fworn,  a  Charge  is  given  them  by  him,  ex¬ 
plaining  the  Offences  cognizable  in  that  Court,  and 
what  they  are  to  enquire  into;  namely,  of  unjuft  and 
illegal  Balances,  Weights  and  Meafures,  the  felling  of 
unwholfome  Fifh,  Flefti,  and  Wine,  or  other  Meat, 

Drink,  and  Victuals  ;  alfo  of  Foreftallers,  Regrators, 
and  Engroflers,  &c.  and  the  Perfons  againft  whom  a 
Verdift  is  given  by  the  Jury,  for  fuch  Offences,  are  fined 
according  to  Law  and  ancient  Cuftom,  and  the  Fines 
eftreated  into  the  Exchequer  for  his  Majeftys  Ufe,  to  be 
levied  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  where  it  {ball  fo 
happen. 
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This  Office  is  of  indifpenfable  Ufe,  more  efpecially 
when  the  King  travels,  or  during  his  Refidence  at  any 
of  his  Palaces  diftant  from  his  ufual  Abode  ;  in  this  Cafe 
a  Warrant  is  diredted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Market,  coim 
mantling  and  obliging  him  to  fee  that  all  Provifions  be 
good  and  wholefome,  and  fold  by  legal  Weights  and 
Measures.  By  this  Means  the  King’s  Houfhold,  and  the 
Attendants  on  the  Court,  are  preferved  from  being  im^ 
pofed  on,  and  this  v/as  one  of  the  principal  Ends  and 
Intentions  of  this  Office,  as  appears  in  a  full  and  particu¬ 
lar  Manner  in  the  ancient  Statute  of  Eltham ,  io  Henry  III, 
to  be  feen  in  the  Book  of  his  Majefty’s  Compting 
Houfe,  a  Claufe  out  of  which  is  as  follows  : 

“  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Market,  in  avoiding  the 
“  Danger  of  the  Lofs  of  his  Office,  and  further  Punifh- 
,£  fnent  at  the  King’s  Pleafure,  fhall  duly  put  in  Ex-ecu- 
“  tion  all  Things  thereto  appertaining,  as  well  as  to, 
“  Victuals  being  good  and  wholefome,  as  for  juft  obferv- 
“  ing  Weights  and  Meafures  and  Rates  affigned,  and 
t£  fetting  convenient  Prices  on  Meat  and  Drink,  Horfe- 
“  meat,"  Lodgings,  Bedding,  and  other  Things  in  fuch 
“  Cafes  accuftomed,  fo  as  Noblemen  and  others  attendr 
ing  the  Court,  and  Suitors,  and  others  following  the 
“  fame  be  not  put  unto  exceffive  Charges  for  their  Ex- 
“  per.ces,  but  fuch  Indifference  to  be  ufed  as  (the 
“  Plenty  or  Scarcity  confidered)  fhall  accord  with  Equity 
“  and  Reafon,  and  that  no  Perfon  pay  more  for  V iffbuals 
“  Horfe-meat,  Lodging,  or  otherwife,  than  after  the 
“  Rates  affeffed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Market.” 

His  Pro-  The  Form  of  Proclamation  to  be  proclaimed  by  the 
clamation.  Clerk  of  the  Market,  and  he  to  fee  it  executed,  touching 
Prices  of  Victuals. 

“  The  King’s  Majefty  ftri&ly  Charges  and  Comr 
“  mands,  that  every  Man  do  obey  and  keep  all  fuch 
“  Prices  as  are,  and  fhall  be  prized  and  rated  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Market  of  his  Majefty’s  moft  hoqoura- 
“  ble  Houfhold,  and  the  Jury  before  him,  or  his  Deputy, 
“  by  the  Authority  of  his  "Office,  fworn,  and  charged 
“  from  time  to  time,  and  fo  fixed,  and  fet  upon  the 
“  Gates  of  the  King’s  Highnefs’s  Court,  and  other  Places 
“  within  the  Verge;  and  that  no  Perfon  or  Perfons,  of 
“  what  Eftate  or  Degree  foever  he  be,  do,  in  any  wife, 
«c  pay  more  for  Corn,  Victuals,  Horfe-meat,  Lodgings, 

or 
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*4  or  any  Kind  of  ViHuals,  than  after  the  Rate  and 
44  Form  aforefaid,  upon  Pain  of  Imprifonment,  and  further 
44  Perils,  that  {hall  thereof  follow  ;  the  fame  Punilhments 
44  to  be  inflidted,  as  well  upon  them,  and  every  of  them, 

which  do,  or  {hall  prefume  to  pay  any  more  for  any  of 
44  the  Things  before-mentioned,  as  upon  them  and  every 
44  ofthem,  which  fhall  utter  and  fell  any  Manner  of  Things* 

44  contrary  to  the  true  Meaning  of  this  Proclamation. 

“  And,  moreover,  the  King’s  Highnefs  ftridlly  charges 
44  and  commands  all  Mayors,  Juflices  of  the  Peace,  Bailiffs, 

44  Conftables,  and  all  other  his  faithful  Officers,  and  every 
44  of  them,  as  well  within  Liberties  as  without,  within  the 
44  Verge  of  his  Highnefs’s  Court,  from  Time  to  Time, 

“  when  as  often  as  Need  {hall  require,  diligently,  within 
44  their  Authority,  to  endeavour  themfelves  to  fee  Execu- 
44  tion  and  due  Reformation  of  the  Premifes,  according  to 
44  Juftice  and  the  Prices  as  aforefaid.  And  further  it  is 
44  ordered.  That  n o  Perfon  or  Perfons,  now  ufing,  or, 

44  which  of  Right  ought  to  ufe  to  ferve  any  City,  Town, 

44  or  other  Place  within  the  Verge  of  his  Highnefs’s  Court, 

44  with  any  Kind  of  Corn,  Victuals,  Horfe-meat,  Lodg- 
44  ings,  or  any  other  Neceflaries,  as  well  upon  the  Market- 
44  Day,  as  at  any  other  Time,  be  any  Thing  the  more 
144  remifs  or  flack  in  making  Provifion  for  the  fame,  than 
44  they,  or  any  of  them,  heretofore  have  been  ;  nor  hide, 

44  lay  afide,  or  ufe  any  Colour  of  Craft  to  deceive  the 
44  Buyers  thereof,  whereby  the  King’s  Plighnefs’s  Train 
44  within  any  City,  Town,  or  other  Place,  or  any  of  the 
44  Inhabitants  of  the  fame  fhould  not  be  as  well  ferved, 

44  and  plenteouHy  furnifhed,  in  every  Behalf,  as  it  was  be- 
44  fore,  or  of  Right  ought  to  have  been, in  Defraud  of  this 
44  his  Highnefs’s  Ordinance  nor  take,  nor  receive  any 
44  more  than  according  to  the  Prices,  which  from  Time 
44  to  Time  {hall  Hand  and  be  declared  in  Manner  aforefaid, 

44  under  his  Grace’s  Seal  of  the  Office  of  the  Chrk  of 
44  the  Market,  upon  Pain  of  Imprifonment  ;  and  further, 

44  to  make  Fine  unto  the  King’s  Highnefs’s  Ufe  for  his 
44  or  their  Contempt  therein.  Anno  Dom .  1603.  The  ift 
44  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  ' James  I.” 

This  Ordinance  is  founded  on  the  Stat.  of  Eliham , 
jthe  10  H.  III.  Anno  1226. 

From  theTreafurer  of  the  Houfhold  is  derived  the  Mar-  Marfliai. 
fial-fea  Court,  held  in  Southwark ,  for  the  Trial  of  Caufes  fea  Coun 
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between  Party  and  Party,  for  any  Sum  within  ten  Miles 
of  London.  Here  is  alfo  a  Court  of  Verge  to  hear  and 
determine  all  Crimes  committed  within  the  Diffrict  or 
Verge  of  the  Royal  Palace. 

The  Lord-Chamberlain  has  the  principal  Command  of 
the  King’s  Servants  above  Stairs  (except  in  the  Bed 
Chamber,  who  are  under  the  Grooms  of  the  Stole)  who 
are  all  fworn  by  him,  or  under  his  Warrant,  by  the 
Gentlemen  Ufhers.  To  him  belong  the  Infpedtion  of 
all  the  Officers  of  the  Ward-robe  at  all  the  Fling’s 
Houfes,  and  of  the  removing  Ward-robes,  Beds*  Tents, 
Revels,  Mufick,  Comedians,  Hunting,  MelTengers, 
Trumpeters,  Drummers,  Handicrafts,  Artizans,  retained 
in  the  Service  of  the  King  or  Queen  :  and  of  the  Ser¬ 
jeants  at  Arms,  Phyficians,  Apothecaries,  Surgeons,  Cfc. 
and  finally  of  his  Majefty’s  Chaplains.  He  has  alfo  the 
Charge  of  Coronations,  Marriages,  Entries,  Cavalcades, 
Funerals,  &c.  and  of  all  Furniture  in  Parliament,  and 
in  the  Rooms  of  Addrefs  to  the  King.  And  amongft 
others,  he  has  the  Appointment  of  a  Poet-Laureat,  a 
Hiftoriographer,  Painters,  and  Surveyors  of  Pictures  to 
his  Majefly,  *  and  he  licences  Plays. 

This  is  a  White  Staff  Officer,  and  is  allowed  ioo /. 
per  Annum ,  Salary,  and  nop/.  Board-wages:  In  the 
Gift  of  the  King.  Under  this  great  Officer  there  is  a 
Vice-Chamberlain ,  who  is  an  Affiftant  to  the  Lord- Cham¬ 
berlain,  and  commands  in  his  Abfence.  T  he  Vice 
Chamberlain  is  always  a  Privy  Counfellor,  and  has  a 
Salary  of  66/.  13^.  4 d.  and  499/.  15;.  Board-wages. 
Which1  is  alfo  in  the  King’s  Gift. 

The  Lords  of  the  King's  Bed-Chamber ,  whofe  Number 
has  been  varied  at  the  Pleafure  of  the  reigning  Sovereign, 
have  a  Salary  of  1000/.  each.  The  firft  in  Rank  of 
thefe  Lords  is  called  the  Groom  of  the  Stole ,  f  who  by 

*  The  Salary  of  the  Poet-Laurcat  is  10c/.  per  Annum ,  of 
the  Hiftoriographer,  zo cl.  per  Annum ,  of  the  Painter  20 cl- 
per  Annum,  and  of  the  Surveyor  or  Keeper  of  the  Pittures 
20c/.  per  Annum, 

f  In  his  Gift  are  the  Offices  of  Laundrefs,  Sempftrefs  and 
Starcher  of  the  Body-Linnen.  The  Laundress’s  Salary  is  139/. 
per  Annum,  the  others  is  250/.  per  Annum  each.  He  alfo  appoints 
the  Necefiai'y  Woman,  who  cleans  his  Majefty  private  Lodg¬ 
ings.  and  finds  it  with  all  Neceffavies.  tier  Salary  is  only 
S  z/.  jr.  per  Annum. 
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his  Office  has  the  Honour  to  put  on  the  King’s  firft 
Garment  or  Shirt  every  Morning  :  a  Service  now  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Gentleman  in  waiting;  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men  taking  it  in  Turn  alternately  to  attend  in  the  King’s 
Bed-chamber  every  Week,  to  wait  on  him,  when  he 
eats  in  private. 

There  are  alfo  Gentlemen  of  the  Privy- Chamber.  This 
was  an  Inftitution  by  King  Henry  VII.  as  well  for  the  Gentlemen 
Splendor  of  his  Court,  as  to  have  near  his  Perfon  a  Pnvy 
feleCt  Number  of  Gentlemen  of  Condition.  That  King  C  am  a* 
limitted  their  Number  to  forty-eight,  and  gave  them 
the  Title  of  Honourable.  The  chief  end  of  this  Inftitution 
was  to  attend  on  the  King  and  Queen  at  Court,  in 
their  Diverfions,  ProgrelTes,  and  on  all  other  extraordinary 
Occafions.  Six  of  them  are  conftanly  appointed  by  the 
Lord-Chamberlain,  with  a  Nobleman,  and  the  Mafter  of 
the  Ceremonies,  to  accompany  all  foreign  Minifters  from 
crowned  Heads  in  their  public  Entries,  and  to  their 
Audiences.  They  have  often  been  deputed  to  reprefent 
the  Lord-Chamberlain,  and  Vice-Chamberlain  in  their 
Abfence  :  Therefore  King  fames  I.  ordered  them  to  take 
Place  next  to  the  Lords  of  the  Bed-Chamber  ;  and  in 
the  Reign  of  a  Sovereign  Queen,  next  after  the  Vice- 
Chamberlain. 

At  every  Coronation  two  of  thefe  Gentlemen  walk 
with  ducal  Crowns,  in  the  Characters  of  the  Dukes  of 
Aquitain  and  Normandy.  And  as  a  Mark  of  the  Royal 
Favour  and  Truft  repofed  in  them,  they  are  empowered 
to  execute  the  King’s  verbal  Commands  without  pro¬ 
ducing  any  Warrant  or  written  Order;  their  Perfons 
and  Characters  being  in  themfelves  fufficient  Authority. 

Thus  when  Cardinal  Woolfey  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  was  arrefted  for  High  Treafon,  by  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  Privy-Chamber,  he  immediately  fubmitted, 
faying,  “  his  Perfon  was  a  fufficient  Warrant ;”  though 
at  the  fame  time  he  had  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  Arreft 
by  a  great  Officer,  who  had  produced  an  Order  in  Wri¬ 
ting. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  have  no  Salary,  Fee,  nor  Perqui- 
fite  annexed  to  their  Office.  Twelve  of  them  wait  Privileges, 
quarterly,  at  which  Times  they  have  a  Table  at  Court; 
and  they  have  Mourning  allowed  them  out  of  the  Ward¬ 
robe 
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robe  on  the  Death  of  a  Sovereign.  And  they  are  ex¬ 
empt  from  ferving  the  Office  of  Sheriff,  ana  all  other 
penal  Offices  in  the  Town  and  County  where  they 
refide. 

The  ufual  Way  to  be  admitted  to  the  King’s  Prefence 
is  by  one  of  thefe  Gentlemen  in  waiting,  who  brings 
the  Party  to  the  Lord-Chamberlain  or  Vice-Chamberlain, 
to  afk  the  King’s  Leave  ;  which  being  granted,  he  is  in¬ 
troduced  and  p repented  to  his  Majefty.  Thefe  Gentle¬ 
men  are  appointed  by  the  Lord-Chamberlain  ;  and  ought 
to  be  Perfons  both  of  Fortune,  and  great  Abilities,  and 
approved  Fidelity  ;  two  of  them  being  admitted  to  lie 
at  Night  in  the  Privy-Chamber  ;  and  in  the  Abfence  of 
the  Groom  of  the  Stole  officiate  for  him. 

The  Grooms  of  the  Bed-Chamber  are  a  Pet  of  Gentlemen 
that  wait  upon  the  King  when  he  is  dreffing  ;  and  wait 
alfo  at  Dinner,  take  Wine,  iAc.  from  the  under  Servants, 
and  give  it  to  the  Lords,  to  ferve  up  to  his  Majefty. 
And  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Bed-cham¬ 
ber,  thefe  are  allowed  to  fupply  their  Place,  and  wait 
two  and  two,  by  Turns,  weekly.  In  the  Gift  of  the 
King  himfelf  with  a  Salary  of  500/.  per  Annum  each. 

Pages  of  the  Bed-Chamber.  Thefe  were  formerly  called 
Pages  of  the  Back-Stairs  ;  becaufe  they  were  appointed  to 
attend  without  Doors  at  the  Back-Stairs  ;  but  now  they 
wait  within  the  Bed-chamber,  to  fupply  the  Grooms 
with  every  Thing  neceffary  to  drefs  the  King.  They 
have  a  Salary  of  86/.  per  Annum,  and  36/.  13^.  8 d.  al¬ 
lowed  inftead  of  a  Livery,  which  they  anciently  wore. 
And  befides,  they  have  a  Share  of  the  Fees  of  Honour, 
and  feveral  Perquifites  from  Coals,  Candles,  Wood,  &c. 
Thefe  are  in  the  Gift  of  the  Groom  of  the  Stole. 

The  other  Officers  are  Cup-bearers ,  Carvers ,  and 
Sewers ;  four  of  each,  with  a  Salary  of  33/.  6s.  8 d.  each. 
Four  Gentlemen  Ufoers  of  the  Privy  Chamber,  with  a  Sa¬ 
lary  of  200/.  per  Annum  each.  Four  Grooms  ol  the  Privy 
Chamber,  with  a  Salary  of  73/.  per  Annum  each.  Four 
Gentlemen  Ufioers  or  Daily  Waiters  with  a  Salary  of  150/. 
per  Annum  each.  And  an  Affiftant  Gentle?nan  IJJher  with 
a  Salary  of  66/.  13*.  4. d .  per  .innum.  Thefe  have  their 
Attendance  affigned  them  in  the  Prefence-Chamber  ;  and 
the  ftrft  of  the  Uftiers  has  the  confiderable  Pcft  of  Black- 
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Rod.  He  has  alfo  his  Attendance  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  U/hcrof 
and  is  Uflier  of  the  noble  Order  of  the  Garter.  Rod^^" 

Thefe  Gentlemen  wait  in  the  Prefence-Chamber ,  next 
to  the  King’s  Pcrfon,  and  order  all  Affairs  next  to  the 
Lord-Chamberlain  and  Vicc-Chamberlain  ;  and  all  un¬ 
der  Officers  above  Stairs  are  to  obey  them.  They  are 
appointed  by  the  Lord-Chamberlain. 

Under  the  Gentleman  Ufhers  there  are  eight  others,  Other  Of- 
who  are  called  Gentlemen  Ufhers,  or  Quarter  Walters  in  ficers* 
ordinary ,  with  a  Salary  of  50/.  per  Annum  each.  A 
Chamber-Keeper  with  a  Salary  of  20/.  per  Annum.  Eight 
Sewers  of  the  Great  Chamber  with  a  Salary  of  38/.  15.?.  yd. 
per  Annum  each.  Nine  Grooms ,  or  Meffengers  of  the 
Great  Chajnber ,  with  a  Salary  of  40/.  per  Annum  each. 

Four  Pages  of  Prefence  with  a  Salary  of  25/.  per  Annum 
each,  who  wait  in  the  Privy-Chamber,  and  take  care  of 
the  Fire  and  Candle,  (Ac. 

In  this  Department  there  are  a  great  Number  of 
other  Officers,  viz.  Two  Coffer-Bearers  to  fee  the  Bag¬ 
gage  loaded,  (Ac.  when  the  Court  removes,  with  a  Sala¬ 
ry  of  54/.  i^r.  per  Annum  each.  A  Yeoman  for  removing 
Wardrobes,  whofe  Salary  is  320/.  per  Annum.  Two 
Grooms  for  Ditto,  with  a  Salary  of  130/.  per  Annum  each. 

Four  Pages  with  a  Salary  of  100/.  per  Annum  each.  A 
Wardrobe-Keeper ,  and  a nUnder-Houfe-Keeper  at  St-'James’s, 
with  a  Salary  of  100/.  per  Annum  each.'  Five  Standing 
Wardrobe-Keepers ,  or  Officers  to  take  care  of  the  Furni¬ 
ture  in  the  King’s  other  Palaces,  one  at  Windfor  at  160/. 
per  Annum ;  one  at  Hampton  Court  at  230 /.  per  Annum , 
and  an  Under- Houfe- Keeper  at  Ditto,  with  a  Salary  of 
320/.  per  Annum ;  one  at  Kenfmgton  at  400/.  per  Annumx 
and  one  at  White-hall ,  at  200/.  per  Annum , 

Here  is  alfo  a  Majhsr  of  the  Robes ,  who  has  the  Ma-  Matter  of 
nagement  of  all  the  Royal  Robes,  and  the  King’s  Wear- the  Robes. 
ing-Apparel,  (Ac.  his  Salary  is  500/.  per  Annum ,  and  he 
has  under  him  a  Clerk  qf  the  Robes  and  Wardrobe- 
Keeper,  a  Yeoman ,  three  Grooms ,  two  Waiters ,  a  Page , 
a  Brufher ,  and  a  Mefenger,  all  in  his  own  Gift. 

The  'Treafurer  of  the  King’s  Chamber  pays  all  his  Ma-  Treafarer 
jelly’s  Family  above  Stairs,  the  RoyaJ  Chapel,  the  Yeo-  King’s 
man  of  the  Guards,  Meffengers,  (Ac.  and  their  travel-  ^arn  61  ’ 
ling  Charges,  with  the  Money  fent  him  for  thofe  Pur- 
pofes,  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury.  It  is  a  lucrative 
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Place,  and  of  no  Trouble  or  Fatigue.  His  Salary  is  no 
more  than  314/.  If.  4 d.  per  Annum.  But  the  Shil¬ 
ling  in  the  Pound  deducted  from  all  Monies  paid,  makes 
a  very  large  Augmentation.  His  Clerk,  who  docs  all 
the  Bulinefs,  is  paid  by  the  Treafury  :  and  the  Comptrol¬ 
ler  in  this  Office,  has  a  Salary  of  150 1.  per  Annum. 
This  Office  of  Majier  is  in  the  Gift  of  the  King. 
The  under  Officers  are  appointed  by  the  Mafter. 

In  the  'Jewel-Office  there  is  a  Mafter  appointed  by  the 
King  himfelf,  with  a  Salary  of  450/.  per  Annum.  Un¬ 
der  whom  is  a  Yeoman  at  106/.  15^.  a  Groom  at 

106/.  15^.  and  a  Clerk  at  13/.  6s.  8 d.  per  Arm. 

The  Majier  of  the  Ceremonies  is  an  Officer  inftituted 
by  King  Janies  I.  for  the  more  honourable  and  folemn 
Reception  of  Ambaftadors  and  Strangers  of  Quality,  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  Royal  Prefence.  His  Diftindtion  is 
a  Gold  Chain,  with  a  Medal  appendant,  having  on  one 
Side  an  Emblem  of  Peace,  with  King  James’s  Motto, 
and  on  the  Reverfe  the  Emblem  of  War,  with  Dieu  lA 
anon  droit.  His  Salary  is  300/.  per  Annum  ;  his  Affiftant 
or  Deputy,  6s.  8 d.  per  Day,  and  his  Marfhal  100/.  per 
Annum. 

Next  to  this  Officer  we  rank  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  at¬ 
tending  at  Court.  They  are  called  the  King’ s  Serjeants  at 
Arms ,  to  diftinguilh  them  from  others,  and  are  created 
with  great  Ceremony.  For  the  Perfon  to  be  created 
kneels  before  the  King,  and  his  Majefty,  laying  the 
Mace  on  the  Candidates  Right-Shoulder,  fays,  Rife  up 
Serjeant  at  Anns ,  and  Efquire  for  ever.  There  are  eight 
of  thefe  Serjeants  at  100/.  Salary  each,  who  hold  their 
Places  by  Patent  for  Life.  Their  Duty  is  to  attend 
four  at  a  Time  quarterly,  and  they  are  Rationed  in  the 
Prefence  Chamber,  where  the  Gentlemen  Penfioners 
wait;  and  when  the  King  goes  to  Chapel,  or  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  they  carry  the  Mace  before  his  Majef¬ 
ty  to  the  Door  of  each  Place. 

There  are  alfo  four  Serjeants  at  Arms  created  in  the 
fame  Manner ;  one  to  attend  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
with  a  Salary  of  100/.  per  Annum  each.  Another  to  attend 
the  Lord  Chancellor  :  a  third  to  attend  the  Lord  Trea- 
furer  :  and  the  fourth  to  attend  the  City  of  London ,  who 
pay  him  6s.  8 d.  per  Day.  All  in  the  Gift  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain. 

The 
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The  Lord-Chamberlain  has  alfo  the  Appointment  of  Matter  of 
a  Ma/ler  of  the  Revels ,  whofe  Bufinefs  is  to  order  all  tht  Rcvels 
Things,  that  relate  to  the  Performance  of  Theatrical 
Entertainments,  and  of  Mafquerades  and  Balls  at  Court. 

His  Salary  is  no  more  than  10/.  per  Annum  ;  but  his 
Perquifites  arifing  from  licenfing  Strollers,  Puppet-lhews, 
itfc.  make  amends  for  its  Smallnefs.  He  has  under  him 
an  Officer  called  a  Yeoman ,  with  a  Salary  of  45/.  per  Ann . 

He  likewife  appoints  the  Groom-Porter ,  whofe  Salary  is 
550/.  per  Annum.  The  Mafier  of  the  Tennis  Court,  at 
130/.  A  Knight  Harbinger,  at  ior.  per  Day,  to  provide 
Lodgings,  when  the  Court  travels  :  Watch  and  Clock- 
Maker  at  300/.  p(r  Annum ,  and  all  Sorts  of  Tradefmen, 

Matter  of  the  Barges,  with  a  Salary  of  100/.  and  forty- 
eight  Watermen  at  3/.  bs.  per  Annum ,  befides  Badges, 

Coats,  Shirts,  Stockings,  iffc.  Forty  Meffengers  in  or »- 
dinary ,  who  have  45/.  per  Annum  each,  and  travelling 
Charges,  befides  the  Advantages  made  by  State  Prifoners, 
for  each  of  which  confined  in  a  MelTenger’s  Houfe,  the 
Government  pays  6s.  8 d.  per  Day.  A  Mejfenger  of  the 
Prefs ,  at  60/.  per  Annum ,  to  fearch  Printing  Houfes  upon 
Information  upon  .Oath,  for  treafonable  or  feditious  Pa¬ 
pers,  &c.  printing  therein. 

He  alfo  appoints  twenty-four  Muficians,  the  Mafter  Other  Of- 
with  a  Salary  of  200/.  per  Annum  ;  the  other  with  40/.  ^ceis" 
each  per  Annum  ;  two  Phyfcians  in  ordinary  at  300/.  per 
annum  each  :  two  Apothecaries  to  the  Perfon,  at  320 /. 
per  annum  each  ;  an  Apothecary  to  the  Houlhold  at  160/. 
per  annum  ;  two  Serjeant  Surgeons  at  396/.  each  per  ann. 

Surgeon  for  the  Houlhold  at  280/.  A  Houfe-keeper  at 
Whitehall ,  at  650/.  per  annum  ;  at  Windfor-Cajlle,  at  320 /. 
per  annum ;  at  Newmarket  at  200/.  per  annum  ;  of  the 
Palace  of  Wefminjler ,  at  6s.  8 d.  per  Day  ;  at  Kenfngton 
and  Hampton-Court. 

But  the  King  appoints  the  Warden,  Chief  Juftice, 
and  Juftice  in  Eyre  of  all  his  Forefts,  Chaces,  Parks,  and 
Warrens:  Of  whom  there  is  one  for  -  the  North-fide  of 
Trent ,  and  another  for  the  South-fide  of  Trent.  The 
Chief  JuJlice  in  Eyre  hath  Power  and  Authority  to  deter-  Chief  Juf- 
mine  Offences  committed  in  the  King’s  Forefts,  is c.  ^5fr‘n 
which  are  not  to  be  determined  by  any  other  Court  of 
Juftice,  except  fuch  as  are  appointed  by  fpecial  Commif- 
lion  to  affift  him  in  his  Office,  Plis  Court,  frequently 
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called  the  Juftice-feat  of  the  Foreft,  is  not  held  but  every 
third  Year.  Nor  are  the  Proceedings  of  that  kind  in  the 
Wood-moot ,  or  other  like  Courts,  of  any  Moment  till  the 
Offences  are  laid  before  the  JuJiice  in  Eyre,  who  has  the 
foie  Power  to  give  Judgment,  affefs  Fines,  &e.  And  if 
the  Trefpaffes  in  the  Foreft  be  laid  before  any  other 
Court,  the  Party  is  allowed  to  traverfe. 

The  Officers  of  his  Majelty’s  Royal  Chapel ,  are  a  Lord 
Almo  er,  who  is  generally  a  Bifhop,  and  enjoys  thereby 
200 1.  per  Annum.  His  Office  is  to  difpofe  of  the  King  s 
Alms  :  and  for  that  Purpofe  he  receives,  befides  other 
Money  allowed  by  the  King,  all  Deodands ,  or  Goods  and 
Chatties  forfeited  by  being  the  Caufe  of  any  one’s  Death  ; 
and  all  Goods  of  a  Felo  de  fe ,  to  be  appropriated  to  that 
End.  By  ancient  Cuftom  he  had  the  Privilege  to  give 
the  firft  Difh  from  the  Royal  Table  to  whatfoever  Poor 
he  pleafed  ;  or,  inftead  thereof,  an  Alms  in  Money.  He 
has  the  Charge  of  feveral  poor  Pennoners  to  the  Crown 
below  Stairs,  confining  of  fuch  as  are  fuperannuated  in 
the  King’s  Service,  or  the  Widows  of  fuch  Houfhold 
Servants  as  died  Poor,  and  were  not  able  to  provide  for 
their  Wives  and  Children  ;  whom  he  pays  daily.  He 
appoints  a  Sub- Almoner  with  a  Salary  of  97/.  nr.  3 d. 
per  Annum  ;  a  Yeoman  at  50 1.  per  Annum  ;  and  a  Groom 
at  40/.  per  Annum . 

The  Dean  hath  the  Government  of  the  King’s  Cha¬ 
pel,  and  the  appointing  all  the  Officers  thereunto  be¬ 
longing,  viz.  a  Sub-Dean ,  and  itventy-fix  Gentlemen  of  the 
Chapel.  The  Dean  himfelf  is  appointed  by  the  King, 
and  as  fuch  acknowledges  no  Superior  but  the  Sovereign  : 
for  as  the  King’s  Palace  is  exempt  from  all  temporal  Ju- 
rifdidtion,  fo  is  his  Chapel  from  all  fpiritual  ;  not  being 
within  the  Diocefe  of  any  Bifhop  ;  but  as  a  Royal  pecu¬ 
liar  Exempt,  and  referved  to  the  Vifitation  and  imme¬ 
diate  Government  of  the  King.  ' 

The  King  alfo  appoints  a  Clerk  of  the  Clofet,  or  his 
Confeffor,  who  is  ufually  a  Bifhop,  and  whofe  Office  is 
to  attend  at  the  King’s  Right-hand  during  divine  Service, 
to  refolve  fuch  Doubts,  as  may  arife  in  fpiritual  Matters  ; 
but  chiefly  to  wait  on  his  Majefty  in  his  private  Oratory 
or  Clofet,  and  to  fay  Grace  when  his  Majefty  eats. 
He  has  the  Appointment  of  two  under  Clerks,  and  a 
Clofet-Keeper. 

But 
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But  the  Lord-Chamberlain  appoints  and  regulates  the  Chaplains. 
King’s  Chaplains.  They  are  forty-eight  in  all  :  of 
whom  four  every  Month  give  their  Attendance  to  preach 
in  the  Royal  Chapel  on  Sundays  and  Feftivals,  in  the 
Morning  before  the  Houlhold  :  to  read  divine  Service 
twice  a  Day  in  the  King’s  private  Oratory,  and  to  fay 
Grace  before  the  King,  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Cleric  of 
the  Clofet.  They  have  no  Salary  ;  but  are  provided 
with  a  Table  during  their  Month  of  Attendance,  and 
are  deemed  in  the  Road  of  Preferment  to  a  Bilhopriclc 
or  a  Deanry.  When  there  happens  five  Sundays  in  the 
Month,  the  Lord  Chamberlain  appoints  a  Preacher. 

There  are  thirty-two  Gentlconen  of  the  Chapel ;  twelve  Gentlemen, 
of  whom  are  Priefts  :  the  other  twenty  are  called  Clerks 
of  the  Chapel,  who  affift  in  the  Performance  of  Divine  1 
Service,  each  of  the  thirty-two  have  a  Salary  of  73/. 
per  annum.  One  of  the  Priefts  is  ftiled  the  ConfelTor  of 
the  Houlhold,  whofe  Office  is  to  read  Prayers  every 
Morning  to  the  Houlhold  Servants,  to  vifit  the  Sick, 
examine  and  prepare  Communicants,  and  to  adminifter 
the  Sacraments  :  and  another  is  chofen  Firjl  Organijly 
with  a  Salary  of  73/.  more,  who  teaches  the  Boys  Mufic 
and  what  elfe  s  neceffary  for  the  Service  of  the  Chapel  : 
another  is  chofen  Second  Organifl  with  the  like  Salary  : 
another  a  Lutenifl  with  40/.  1  or.  per  annum ;  and  ano¬ 
ther  a  Violifl ,  at  40/.  per  annum. ' 

There  are  likewife  three  Vergers ,  Officers  fo  call  -  other  Of- 
ed  from  the  Silver  Rods  they  carry  in  their  Hands,  fleers, 
diltinguilhed  by  the  Names  of  the  Serjeant  of  the  Veflry , 
at  73/.  per  annum  ;  Yeoman  of  the  Veflry,  at  54/.  15*. 
per  annum-,  and  a  Groo?n  of  th  z  Veflry,  at  51/.  12  s.  6  d. 
per  annum. 

To  thefe  may  be  added  the  Organ- Blozver,  at  20 1.  per 
annum-.  Bell-ringer  at  15/.  per  annum  ;  and  ten  Children 
brought  up  for  the  Service  of  the  Chapel  :  for  whofe 
Board  the  firft  Organift  has  24/.  with  each  Boy;  and 
40/.  per  annum,  to  teach  them  Mufic. 

The  next  Department  at  Court  is  that  under  the  Mafter  of 
Mafler  of  the  Horfe,  who  is  the  third  great  Officer  in  the  Hsrfe. 
the  King’s  Houlhold.  To  him  is  committed  the  Charge 
and  Management  of  all  Matters  relating  to  the  King’s 
Stables.  His  Salary  is  800/.  per  Annum  ;  and  his  Power 
extends  over  the  Equerries  and  all  other  Officers  and 
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men  employed  in  the  King’s  Stables.  He  anciently  had 
the  Charge  of  the  Pojls  all  over  England.  And  now  he 
has  the  Charge  of  the  Revenues  appointed  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Maintenance  of  the  King’s  Horfes,  for  the 
Expence  of  the  Stables,  for  Coaches  and  Carriages  of 
all  Sorts  :  He  has  the  Privilege  of  making  ufe  of  the 
King’s  Horfes,  Pages,  Coaches,  Arms  and  Liveries.  And 
when  he  has  the  Honour  to  attend  his  Majefty  in  a 
folemn  Cavalcade,  he  rides  next  the  King,  and  leads  a 
Sumpter-Horfe  of  State. 

Gentlemen  In  this  Department  the  next  Officer  is  the  Gentleman 
Hod’e  °f  Horfc>  w^°  ^ie  Equerry,  and  prefides  in 
the  King  s  Stables,  in  the  Abfence  of  the  Matter  of  the 
Horfe.  His  Salary  is  256/.  per  annum.  There  are  alfb 
an  Avener ,  or  Clerk-Martial,  with  a  Salary-  of  260/.  per 
annum  ;  fix  Equeries ,  with  300 /.  per  annum  each  ;  two 
Equcries  of  the  Stable,  with  256/.  per  annum  each  j 
four  Pages  of  Honour ,  with  26c/.  per  annum  each  ;  a 
Governor  of  the  Pages,  with  100I.  per  annum-,  a  Sur¬ 
veyor  of  the  Highways ,  with  82/.  per  annum  ;  a  Serjeant 
of  the  Carriages ,  with  86/.  per  annum  ;  a  Surveyor  of  the 
Stables,  with  120/.  per  annum-,  two  Teaman  Riders,  with 
1 30/.  per  annuon  each  ;  twelve  Footmen  at  5  3/.  per  annum 
each  ;  five  Coachonen  at  65/.  per  annum  each  ;  four  Chair¬ 
men  at  42/.  per  annuon  each  ;  thirteen  Grooms  at  60/. 
per  annum  each  ;  and  a  great  many  other  Servants, 
and  Tradefmen,  concerned  in  the  King’s  Stables.  Where 
note,  that  the  principal  Officers,,  down  to  the  Pages  of. 
Honour,  are  put  in  by  W arrant s  from  the  King  ;  but, 
for  the  mott  Part,  on  the  Recommendation  of  the  Matter 
of  the  Horfe.  The  reft  of  the  Officers,  Gfc.  are  entirely 
in  his  own  Gift,  and  appointed  by  his  own  Warrant. 

We  come  now  to  the  Military  Department  in  the 
King’s  Houfhold,  which  is  compofed  of  the  Band  of 
Gentle onen  Penfioners ,  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guards,  and  the 
Troops  of  the  Houfliold. 

Gentlemen  The  Band  of  Gentlemen  Penfioners  were  firft  inftituted 
Penfioners.  by  King  Henry  VII.  for  the  greater  Splendor  of  his 
Court,  being  defigned  as  a  Guard  to  his  Perfon  :  for 
which  Reafon  they  have  their  Potts  cf  waiting  affigned 
them  in  the  Prefence  Chamber.  Their  principal  Duty, 
at  prefent,  is  to  attend  the  King  to  and  from  Chapel  ; 
whom  they  receive  either  in  the  Prefence-Chamber,  or 
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at  the  Dcor  of  the  Privy-Lodgings,  lining  each  Side  of 
the  Room  in  Ranks,  with  their  Battle-Axes,  their  anci¬ 
ent  Weapons.  They  are  forty  in  Number,  and,  by  their 
original  Inftitution,  are  obliged  to  keep  three  double 
Horfes  or  Servants,  who  are,  as  well  as  themfelves,  to 
have  proper  Arms.  They  wait  half  at  a  Time  quarterly, 
or  ought  fo  to  do  :  but  their  full  Corps  are  to  attend  on 
Cbrijimas-Dny ,  Eafler- Sunday ,  St.  George’s  Day,  and  All- 
Saints,  the  Coronation  Days,  and  fame  other  extraordi¬ 
nary  Days,  under  the  Penalty  of  the  Cheque.  At  a 
Coronation  they  carry  up  the  King's  Dinner.  Their 
Captain ,  whofe  Salary  is  1000A  per  Annum ,  is  always  a 
Nobleman,  who  has  under  him  a  Lieutenant ,  at  500/. 
per  annum  ;  a  Standard-Bearer  at  310/.  per  annum  ;  and 
Clerk  of  the  Cheque,  at  120/.  per  annum ;  a  Secretary , 
Pay-ALaJler ,  and  Harbinger ,  whofe  Office  is  to  provide 
Lodgings  for  the  Gentlemen  Penfioners,  and  to  affift  the 
Clerk  of  the  Cheque,  when  abfent,  as  his  Deputy. 

The  Yeomen  of  the.  Guard  of  the  King’s  Body ,  was  a  Yeomen  of 
Corps  inftituted  by  Henry  VIII.  by  way  of  Addition  to  tIie  Guard, 
the  Guard  of  Gentlemen  Penfioners,  and  were  picked 
out  of  the  moft  faithful  and  loyal  Part  of  the  Yeoman¬ 
ry,  and  none  lefs  than  fix  Feet  high.  But  this  Part  of 
their  Inftitution  is  not  ftridlly  adhered  to.  They  at  pre- 
fent  cut  a  very  droll  Figure  in  their  Cloaths,  falhioned 
after  the  Mode  of  King  Henry  VIII.  viz.  a  fcarlet  Coat 
of  a  particular  make,  down  to  the  Knees,  guarded  with 
black  Velvet,  and  Badges  on  the  Coat  before  and  be¬ 
hind  :  Scarlet  Breeches  guarded  with  black  Velvet; 
round  and  broad  crowned  Velvet  Caps  with  Ribbons  of 
the  King’s,  Colour,  inftead  of  Hats.  Their  Number  at 
prefent  is  a  hundred  in  daily  waiting,  and  feventy  off 
Duty;  fo,  as  any  of  the  hundred  die,  their  Places  are 
filled  out  of  the  feventy.  Forty  of  them  wait  by  Day, 
and  twenty  watch  by  Night  with  Partizans  and  large 
Swords  by  their  Sides.  When  the  King  goes  abroad, 
either  by  Land  or  Water,  they  attend  his  Perfon  :  and 
when  his  Majefty  is  at  Dinner,  they  bring  up  the  Difhes 
and  deliver  them  to  the  Sewers.  Their  Officers  are  a 
Captain,  whofe  Salary  is  1000I.  per  annum  ;  a  Lieutenant , 
at  800/.  per  annum  ;  an  Enfign ,  at  300/.  per  annum  ;  a 
Clerk  of  the  Cheque  and  four  Corporals ,  at  150/.  per 
annum  each  3..  eight  Ulhers,  under  whom  the  Yeomen  are 
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divided  in  Turns  of  Waiting,  who  have  49/.  nr.  3/. 
per  annum  each ;  and  there  are  fix  Yeoman  Hangers, 
and  two  Yeoman  Bed-goers,  who  have  the  fame  Salary, 
as  the  Ufher.  Two  Chamber-Keepers  at  9 1.  2 r.  6 cl. 
per  Annum  each  :  and  each  of  the  hundred  Yeomen  has- 
39/.  nr.  yl.  per  annum  ; 

Thefe  were  the  Shifts,  and  the  Men  made  Ufe 
of  by  our  Kings  in  former  Times,  before  they  could  get 
the  Parliament  into  the  Humour  to  allow  them  to  keep 
up  a  ftanding  Military  Force,  which  was  introduced  by 
King  Charles  II.  under  the  Name  of  his  Life  Guards . 
Thefe  Guards  of  the  King’s  Body  confift  of  four  1  roops 
of  one  hundred  and  fixty  private  Gentlemen  each,  well 
mounted,  armed,  and  equipped.  The  firft  is  called  the 
King’ s  Troop  :  the  fourth-  is  called  the  Scots  Troop  :  the 
other  two  take  the  Name  of  their  refpe&ive  Captains. 
Each  of  thefe  Troops  is  divided  into  four  Squadrons  ; 
two  of  which,  commanded  by  one  principal  cornmiffioned 
Officer,  two  Brigadiers,  and  two  Sub-Brigadiers,  mount 
the  Guard,  with  two  Trumpets,  and  are  relieved  in  their 
Turns.  When  the  King  goes  abroad,  and  not  far  from 
home,  a  Party  of  thefe  Guards  attend  his  Perfon.  And 
to  thefe  Horfe-Guards  there  belong  two  Troops  of 
Horfe-Grenadiers,  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  private 
Gentlemen  each  :  a  Divifion  of  which  always  mounts 
guard  with  a  Squadron  of  the  I  roop  to  which  they  be-* 
long.  Each  Troop  of  the  Horfe-Guard  is  commanded  in 
chief  by  a  Captain,  under  whom  are  two  Lieutenants, 
one  Cornet,  one  Guidon,  four  Exempts,  or  Exons,  four 
Brigadiers,  and  four  Sub-Brigadiers  ;  who  rank  in  this 
Manner  :  The  Captains  command  as  eldeft  Colonels  of 
Horfe  ;  the  Lieutenants  as  eldeft  Lieutenant-Colonels  of 
Horfe  ;  the  Cornets  and  Guidons,  as  eldeft  Majors  of 
Horfe the  Exons,  as  yaungefi  Captains  ;  the  Briga¬ 
diers  as  eldeft  Lieutenants.  A'rrmngft  themfelves  every 
Officer  precedes  according  to  the  Date  of  his  Commiffion,, 
when  on  Detachments;  But  when  the  four  Troops 
march  with  their  Colours,  the  Officer  of  the  eldeft  X  roop, 
though  his  Commiffion  be  not  of  the  eldeft  Date,  com¬ 
mands  in  chief. 

The  Captain’s  Pay  of  the  firft  Troop  of  Guards  is 
1  /.  ics.  a  Day  ;  the  otheV  three  Captains  have  only  20r. 
a  Day  each  ;  the  Lieutenants  have  15;.  The  Cornet 
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of  the  firft  Troop  has  i  \s.  a  Day ;  of  the  other  thr^e 
only  1 3r.  a  Day;  the  Guidon  has  12s.  the  Exempt  9 s. 

The  Brigadier  of  the  firft  Troop  has  7 j.  a  Day ;  the  other 
three  have  only  6r.  a  Day  each ;  the  SuD-Brigadier’s 
Pay  is  no  more  than  that  of  a  private  Gentleman,  4*.  a 
Day.  The  Chaplain  has  6s.  Sd.  the  Surgeon  6s.  and  2 s. 
for  his  Cheft  per  Day.  And  the  Trumpets  and  Kettle- 
Drums  each  5 s.  a  Day.  As  to  the  Horfe-Grenadiers  : 
the  Colonel’s  Pay  is  151.  the  Lieutenant-Colonel’s  1.2 s. 
the  Major’s  9 s.  the  Captain’s  8x.  the  Guidon’s  6s.  the 
Corporal’s  3*.  the  Hautboys,  Drummers,  and  private 
Grenadier’s  2 s.  6 d.  each  per  Day. 

There  are  alfo  two  Regiments  of  Foot-Guards  diftin-  Foot, 
guifhed  by  the  Names  of  The  Kings  Regiment ,  and  the 
Cold-Stream  Regiment.  The  Kings  confifts  of  twenty- 
eight  Companies,  each  of  fixty  private  Men  :  the  Cold- 
Stream  of  fifteen  Companies,  each  of  feventy  Men.  Each 
of  thefe  is  commanded  by 


s.  d. 


A  Colonel,  whofe  Pay  is 
A  Lieutenant  Colonel  -  - 

A  Major  -  -  -  _  _  - 

A  Captain  a 

A  Lieutenant  ~ 

An  Enfign  - 
A  Serjeant  - 

A  Coporal  1 

The  private  Men  have 
In  point  of  Precedency,  the  Colonels 
ments  of  Foot-Guards,  take  Place  of  all  other 
of  Foot. 


12  per  Day. 


9 

6 

5 

4 

3 

1 


10  per  Day, 
of  the  Regi- 
Colonels 


r 

Of  the  Measures  to  fupport  the  State  and 
Government,  or  of  the  Public  Revenue. 

HAVING  given  the  State  of  the  Strength,  Grandeur 
and  Government  of  the  Kingdom  and  Court  of 
England ,  we  Ihall  now  Ihew  how  they  are  fupported  and 
maintained. 
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The  Meafures  taken  for  thefe  Purpofes  are  by  certair? 
perpetual  Impofitions  or  Parliamentary  Aids  ;  and  by  cer¬ 
tain  temporary  and  occafional  'Faxes  impofed  by  Parlia¬ 
ment  annual})',  or  to  expire  in  a  certain  Number  of 
Years. 

T  hefe  together  are  deemed  th z  public  Revenue  \  and  as 
the  Word  Revenue  in  its  ordinary  Acceptation,  imports 
a  yearly  Rent,  or  Profits  arifing  to  a  fierfon  from  his 
Lands,  Poffeflions,  Eftate,  &c.  fo  the  public  Revenue  ot 
this  Kingdom  is  the  yearly  Income  or  Sums  railed,  at 
prefent,  by  the  Authority  of  Parliament  for  the  Support 
of  the  State  and  Government  of  the  Nation. 

The  Manner  of  providing  this  Revenue  has  varied 
very  much  in  this  Kingdom,  fince  the  Conqueit  by 
William  the  Norman.  T  hat  King,  looking  upon  all 
the  Land  and  Treafure  of  the  Nation  as  his  own,  di¬ 
vided  and  diflributed  them,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  among!! 
his  Norman  Adventurers,  as  feemed  beft  to  enflave  the 
native  Englijh ,  and  to  fecure  the  Crown  to  himfelf  and 
Pofterity.  He  caufed  an  exadl  Survey  to  be  made  of  all 
the  Lands  :  by  which  he  knew  diftinftly  every  Acre  of 
Arable,  Meadow,  Pafture,  Wood,  Common,  Marfh, 
and  other  Sorts  of  Land,  which  he  taxed  according  to 
their  Value.  He  alfo  taxed  all  Towns,  Cities,  Bo¬ 
roughs,  and  Villages  in  like  Manner  :  and,  befides  many 
other  arbitrary  Extortions,  he  Tingled  out  the  monied 
Men,  and  fqueezed  them  without  Mercy.  His  immediate 
Succefiors  copied  his  Example  in  this  Particular,  with 
feveral  aggravating  Circumftances.  William  II.  fpared 
no  Manner  of  Rapine  and  Simony  to  raife  Money  from 
his  Subjects.  Henry  I.  fucceeded  his  Brother  William  in 
the  Fulnefs  of  the  Sovereign  Prerogative  to  fleece  his 
Subjedls.  Stephen  raifed  all  Monies  by  plundering  and 
robbing.  Henry  II.  impofed  many  grievous  Taxes  by 
the  foie  Acl  of  his  Power.  Richard  I.  out-did  all  his 
PredecelTors  in  the  Methods  of  railing  Money,  which  he 
continued  to  do  in  an  arbitrary  defpotic  Manner,  and 
by  the  Sale  of  the  County  of  Durham  to  the  Bilhop,  and 
by  refuming  all  his  Grants.  The  following  Kings,  in¬ 
deed,  put  on  a  more  legal  Appearance,  and  pretended  to 
raife  the  P.evenue  by  Parliament ;  but  their  continual 
ExaGions  and  violent  Extortions,  befides  the  Taxes 
Wanted  by  the  Houfe,  convince  us,  that  they  Hill  looked 
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upon  the  Property  of  their  Subjects,  with  the  fame  arbi¬ 
trary  Eye,  as  IVilliam  the  Conqueror  had  done,  and  that 
they  were  refolved  to  take  that  by  Force,  which  they 
were  not  intitled  to  by  Law.  And,  though  the  State 
changed  Matters  feveral  Times,  before  it  became  fettled 
in  the  Perfon  of  King  Henry  VII.  it  appears  in  our  moft 
authentic  Hiftories,  that  there  was  no  Change  but  from 
one  Tyrant  to  another,  all  equally  ready  difpofed  and 
lying  wait  to  opprefs  their  Subjects  by  arbitrary  Impofi- 
tions  and  Exactions. 

It  was  expefted  that  King  Henry  VII.  would  have  Bv  Henry 
ruled  this  Nation  and  People  in  a  more  conttitutional  VII. 
Manner  :  but  having  nothing  to  fear  from  abroad,  and 
no  Competitor  at  home,  and  being  exceffively  avaricious, 
he  pradtifed  every  A£t  of  Oppreffion,  by  putting  the 
penal  Laws  In  Execution,  and  thereby  railed  an  im- 
menfe  Sum  of  Money,  befides  parliamentary  Subfidies, 
and  other  Impofitions  granted  for  the  Support  of  the  State. 

Henry  VIII.  befides  the  confiderable  Grants  made  him  by  An;l  Hen- 
Parliament,  added  the  prodigious  Sum  of  150,000/.  per  >y  VIII. 
annum  to  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  by  the  Ruin  of 
religious  Houfes,  and  fuperftitious  Foundations  ;  and  ttill 
retained  fo  much  of  the  old  Prerogative  of  his  ancient 
Predecettors  on  the  Throne,  that  what  he  wanted,  and 
could  not  otherwife  drain  from  his  Subjects  in  a  confti- 
tutional  way,  he  fcrupled  not,  nor  he'fitated,  to  compel 
them  to  fupply  him  with  it  under  the  Names  of  Benevo¬ 
lence,  Loans,  &  c.  Eaward  the  Sixth’s  Reign  did  not  in  By  King 
the  leaft  relieve  the  Subject  :  for,  though  the  ruling  Power  Edward 
took  as  much  as  could  be  got  from  the  Churches,  VL 
left  unfpoilcd  by  King  Henry  VIIl.  the  Kmgdom  iaved 
nothing  by  it,  the  Taxes  being  laid  ev7ery  Year  du¬ 
ring  King  Edward’s  Life  ;  and  thofe  very  heavy  and 
opprettive.  He  had  a  parliamentary  Grant  of  one  Shil¬ 
ling  in  the  Pound  for  three  Years  on  the  Goods  of  his 
natural  born  Subjects,  and  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound 
of  Strangers.  He  had  threePence  granted  on  every  Ewe, 
and  two  Pence  on  every  Wether  ‘kept  in  Patture  ;  and 
one  Penny  on  every  Sheep  kept  on  the  Common.  He 
had  eight  Pence  in  the  Pound  on  all  Woollen  Cloth  for 
three  Years.  He  had  alfo  a  Subfidy,  and  two  fifteenths. 

He  had  Tonnage  and  Poundage  for  Life  :  and  befides,  in 
this  fhort  Reign,  he  had  fix  Fifteenths  from  the  Laity, 
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and  three  Subfidies  from  both  Clergy  and  Laity.  To 
explain  the  real  Value  of  ail  thefe  Grants,  it  will  be 
proper  to  obferve,  That  the  Tonnage  was  three  Shil¬ 
lings  upon  every  Ton  of  Wine,  and  three  Shillings  more 
upon  every  Ton  of  fweet  Wine  :  and  twelve  Pence  upon 
every  Aulne  of  Rbentfo  Wine.  The  Poundage  was  twelve 
Pence  in  the  Pound  upon  all  Goods  imported  or  export¬ 
ed  :  and  twelve  Pence  in  the  Pound  more  to  be  paid  by 
Merchants  Aliens  for  all  Tin  and  Pewter  by  them  ex¬ 
ported.  The  Subfidy  from  Wool  was  thirty-three  Shil¬ 
lings  and  four  Pence  on  every  Sack  of  W ooi  :  and  thirty- 
three  Shillings  and  four  Pence  for  every  two  hundred  and 
forty  Wool-fells,  and  three  Pounds  fix  Shillings  and 
eight  Pence  for  every  Sack  of  Wool,  and  two  hundred 
and  forty  Wool-fells  exported  by  Strangers  ;  and  three 
Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  four  Pence  for  every  Lad:  of 
Hides  and  backs.  The  Subfidy  granted  by  the  Clergy  in 
the  i  Edvjard  VI.  was  fix  Shillings  in  the  Pound,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Valuation  of  every  fpiritual  Promotion. 
"I  he  Subfidy  granted  in  3  Edward  VI.  by  the  Laity  was 
twelve  Pence  in  the  Pound  upon  all  Money,  Goods, 
Cattle,  &c.  of  every  Perfon  worth  ten  Pounds,  to  conti¬ 
nue  three  Years  5  and  twelve  Pence  of  every  Alien  worth 
twenty  Shillings,  and  under  ten  Pounds. 

Rv  Queen  Queen  Mary  did  not  give  up  any  Claim  to  the  Revenue 
Mary.  0f  her  predecefTor.  And  befides  Tonnage  and  Poundage, 
the  Parliament  indulged  her  with  an  Increafe  of  their 
Liberality.  The  Clergy  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury 
granted  her  a  Subfidy  of  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound  upon 
their  Livings  and  Preferments  for  four  Years.  And  the 
Parliament  granted  another  Subfidy  of  two  Shillings  and 
eight  Pence  in  the  Pound  on  all  Perfons  fpiritual  and 
temporal  worth  five  Pounds  ;  and  five  Shillings  and  four 
Pence  on  Aliens  ,  and  again  four  Shillings  on  all  Lands 
and  EffeTs  of  Natives,  and  eight  Shillings  in  the  Pound 
upon  Aliens. 

By  Qyeen  The  Money  railed  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
Elizabeth.  was  much  after  the  fame  Manner  ;  but  her  Revenue  was 
augmented  by  invefting  the  firfi:  Fruits  and  Tenths  in  the 
Crown.  The  Parliament  granted  at  one  Time  two  Shil¬ 
lings  and  eight  Pence  in  the  Pound  upon  moveable  Goods, 
and  four  Shillings  on  Land.  She  gleaned  all  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  the  Religious  Houfes,  and  befides  many  large 

Subfidies 


375 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

* 

Sub  Tidies  and  fifteenths  both  from  the  Clergy  and  Laity, 
fhe  had  a  Tax  laid  upon  every  Parifh  for  the  Relief  of 
the  poor,  and  fick,  and  of  wounded  and  maimed  Soldiers. 

King  James  I.  in  order  to  increafe  his  Revenue,  not  By  King 
content  with  the  many  liberal  Grants  made  by  Parlia-  Ja:nes  i- 
ment,  had  Recourfe  to  raife  Money  by  borrowing  from 
the  wealthy  Citizens  of  London :  by  farming  out  the  Cuf- 
toms  of  all  Goods  imported  and  exported  ;  by  fevere  Pro- 
fecutions  and  Fines  in  the  Star-Chamber ;  by  inftituting 
the  Order  of  Baronets  for  certain  Sums  of  Money  ;  by 
levying  an  Aid  to  make  his  eldeft  Son  a  Knight,  and  by 
demanding  a  Benevolence  from  all  his  Subjects  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

King  Charles  I.  trode  in  the  W ays  of  his  Father  James ,  By  King 
and  improved  his  Scheme  of  Knighthood,  by  obliging  all  Charles  I 
that  were  pofieffed  of  a  Knight’s  Fee  to  take  upon  them 
the  Order  of  Knighthood,  or  to  pay  a  fine  for  avoiding 
It.  And  he  raifed  Ship-Money,  without  conlent  of  Par¬ 
liament  ;  and  committed  many  other  illegal  Adds  to  raife 
Money  :  which  brought  on  a  Civil  War,  and  provoked 
the  People  to  take  up  Arms  againft  a  Government,  that 
paid  no  regard  to  the  Liberty  and  Property  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject.  But.  what  did  the  Nation  get  by  the.  Change  from  By  the 
a  Monarchy  to  a  Common-wealth  ?  This  will  be  feen  by  pjj.jja 
the  following  Abftraft  of  the  Money  raifed  in  England  by  ment. 
the  Long  Parliament ,  &c.  from  November  3,  1640  to  No¬ 
vember  1659. 

L  s.  d. 

Subfidies  -  -  -  600,000  o  oPay» 

The  Armies  -  -  32,780,721  13  o 

Tonnage  and  Poundage  -  -  5,700,000  o  o 

Captives  -  -  -  102,000  o  o 

Sales  of  Irijh  Lands  -  -  1,320,500  O  o 

Contributions  for  Irijh  Proteftants  -  180,000  o  o 

Forces  for  particular  Counties  -  4,141,088  80 

Excifes  -  -  10,200,000  o  o 

Duty  on  Coals  -  850,000  o  O 

Duty  on  Currants  -  -  51,000  O  o 

Sequeftrations  of  Eftates  -  -  6,044,924  17  p 

Poltage  of  Letters  -  301,000  o  o 

Wine  Licences  -  -  -  312,200  00 

62,583,234  18  o 
Compo- 


£  b  4 


376 


By  King 
Charles  II, 


By  King 
James  11. 


Remarks. 


THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 


/. 

s. 

d. 

Brought  over 

62,583,234 

18 

0 

Compofltion  for  the  Court  of  Wards 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

Offices  to  public  Service 

850,000 

0 

0 

Vintners  Delinquency 

-  4,000 

0 

0 

Compofitions  for  Eftates  - 

4,277,226 

O 

0 

Sale  of  Englijh  Lands 

Settled  out  of  Gentlemens  Eftates  7 

25,380,687 

3 

iil- 

to  pay  Prince  Palatine  -  -  5 

85,000 

0 

0 

Compound  with  Irijh  Delinquents* 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

Charge  of  Juftice  fix  Years 

1  0  the  Houfe  of  Commons  four-  ^ 

1,200,000 

0 

0 

teen  Years  comes  to  } 

Free  Gifts  to  the  Saints,  viz.  in  I 

-  754,472 

0 

0 

Money  -  -  -  -  J 

679,800 

0 

0 

In  Offices  -  - 

306,1 10 

0 

0 

In  Eftates  per  Ann.  189,365 

0 

0 

98,309,895  1  11 

Which  Sum,  compared  with  the  Value  of  Money  of 
late  Years,  does  not  amount  to  lefs  than  200,000,000/. 
Sterling,  to  enable  the  Powers  in  being  to  fubvert  the 


Conftitution  in  Church  and  State, 
Nation. 


and  to  enflave  the 


King  Charles  II.  after  the  Reftoration,  befides  the  feve- 
ral  Grants  of  an  excife  upon  Beer,  Ale,  Cfc.  of  a  Poll- 
Tax  ;  of  a  Land-Tax  ;  &c.  added  to  the  Tonnage  and 
Poundage  and  Subfidies,  as  ufual  in  former  Reigns,  fold 
his  Fee-Farm-Rent ;  and  augmented  the  Revenue  with  the 
Eftablifhment  of  a  Poll-Office. 

King  James  II’s.  firft  Care  was  to  get  the  fame  Re¬ 
venue  fettled  on  himfelf  for  Life,  which  had  been  fettled 
on  his  Brother  Charles  II.  for  his  Life.  And  prevailed 
with  the  Parliament  to  lay  feveral  new  Impofitions  on 
Wine,  Vinegar,  Tobacco,  and  Sugar,  imported,  and  on 
all  French  and  Eajl  India  Linnens,  &c. 

We  are  now  at  the  glorious  Epocha,  when  the  Na¬ 
tion,  no  longer  able  to  bear  the  Encroachments  of  the 
Crown,  called  in  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Oranre  to 
their  Affiftance,  and  were,  by  a  happy  Revolution ,  de¬ 
livered  from  Ruin.  And  whoever  ferioufly  reflects  upon 
the  Premifes,  muft  confefs  that  this  Nation  had  been 
pillaged  by  her  Sovereigns  at  their  Pleafure,  and  that  the 

People 
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People  enjoyed  neither  civil,  nor  religious  Liberty  till 
the  Revolution.  Their  whole  Property  was  either  at  the 
Mercy  of  Princes,  or  of  Priefts,  or  both.  The  public 
Revenue  was  raifed  in  an  arbitrary  and  oppreffive  Manner, 
and  what  the  civil  Power  could  not  wrell  from  the  Na¬ 
tion,  the  ecclefiaftical  did,  as  might  eafily  be  proved, 
were  it  neceffary  in  this  Work. 

From  the  Revolution  only  we  may  date  the  Eftablifh-  Since  the 
ment  and  the  Enjoyment  of  our  Rights  and  Liberties.  Pevolu- 
From  tha tJEra  our  Property  is  fecured  under  the  G  uardian-  tlon' 
fhip  of  our  own  Reprefentatives.  No  1  ax  can  be  im¬ 
posed,  no  Duty  laid,  no  Excife  levied,  no  Money  raifed 
for  the  Crown,  without  the  Sanction  of  Parliament,  nor 
can  any  Set  of  People,  or  Part  of  the  Nation,  be  loaded 
with  a  Burthen,  which  does  not  extend  to  every  Part 
thereof,  to  bear  their  refpe&ive  Share  in  it.  And  under 
his  prefent  Majefty  King  George  III.  we  are  at  length 
arrived  to  that  Point  of  Certainty,  in  regard  to  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  the  public  Money,  however  raifed,  that  the 
Crown  is  content  with  the  Yearly  Income  of  800,000/.  Atprefent. 
And  whatever  more  arifes  from  the  Parliamentary  Impofi- 
tions,  it  is  placed  in  the  Hands  of  fuch  Officers  under  the 
Crown,  as  are  anfwerable  for  its  Application  to  the  Pur- 
pofes,  directed  by  Parliament,  for  the  public  Good. 

The  Offices  and  Officers  concerned  in  the  public  Re-  Offices  and 
venue,  are  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury ,  the  Officers  of  the  °®cers* 
Receipt  of  his  Majejly  s  Exchequer.  Under  whom  are  the 
Cujiom-Houfe ,  the  Excife-Ojfce ,  the  Stamp-Office ,  Wine- 
Licence-Office ,  Gencral-Pojl-  Office,  Salt-Office,  Hawkers 
and  Pedlars-Offce ,  Hackney-Coaches  and  Chairs ,  and  Com- 
miffi oners  of  Taxes. 

The  Treasury. 

The  Office  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  is  already  de-  The  Trea- 
feribed  on  Page  349,  under  the  Name  of  the  Lord  High  fury. 
Treafurer ,  vvhofe  Office  is  now  in  Commiffion. 

The  Exchequer. 

The  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer  *  is  the  Place  where  the  Exchequer. 
Revenue  is  received  and  difburfed  ;  whofe  principal  Of- 
*  See  the  Court  of  Exchequer  on  Page  233. 
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fleers  are  the  Lord  Treasurer,  a  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  two  Chamberlains 
of  the  Exchequer,  an  Auditor  of  the  Receipts  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  four  Tellers,  a  Clerk  of  the  Pells,  an  Ufher 
of  the  Receipt,  a  Tally-Cutter,  &c. 

This  Office  of  the  Exchequer  is  the  great  Check  upon 
all  the  other  Offices,  which  relate  to  the  public  Reve¬ 
nue.  All  the  Receipts  and  Payments,  which  pafs  through 
the  various  Channels  of  the  Revenue,  and  Parliamentary 
Impofitions  of  every  fort,  ultimately  terminate  here  : 
and  the  Monies  are  iffued  from  hence,  and  applied  to  the 
feveral  Articles  or  Ufes,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  to 
which  they  are  appropriated  by  the  Authority  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Which  Checks  are  fo  various  and  fo  itrift,  upon 
each  other,  among  the  feveral  Officers  appointed  for  the 
Management  and  Regulations  of  the  Exchequer,  that  it 
is  fcarce  poffible  for  any  Frauds  whatever  to  be  carried 
on,  without  being  detedted.  See  the  Statute  i  William 
and  Mary,  Seff.  2.  Cap.  2.  Sect.  52  to  59,  inclufive.  And 
12  William  III.  Cap.  11.  Sect.  27c  9  William  III.  Cap. 
44.  1  George  I.  Cap.  12.  8  O’  9  William  III.  Cap.  28. 
Se£t.  1.  to  27  inclufive,  7  George  II.  Cap.  6.  Sect.  2— 5. 
8  George  II.  Cap.  12.  Sect.  4.  31— 40. 

It  is  to  the  well-regulating  and  good  Management  of 
this  Office,  we  may  aferibe  the  great  Credit  of  the  Na¬ 
tion.  By  this  we  preferve  the  public  Faith  :  "without 
which  no  People  can  fubfift,  and  with  it  every  Nation 
will  fiourifh. 

'The  Custom  House,  Duties,  and  Office. 

According  to  the  ancient  Acceptation  of  theWord  Cuf- 
toms  in  England ,  it  was  the  principal  Tribute  paid  to 
our  Kings,  upon  the  Exportation  and  Importation  of 
Merchandizes  croffing  the  Ocean  ;  and  diftinguifhed  by 
Cuftoms,  and  Prizes,  or  Prizage.  Cuftoms  were  the 
Duty  payable  upon  native  Commodities  exported,  parti- 
culaidy  Wool,  Wool-fells,  and  Leather,  after  certain 
Rates,  the  which  were  raifed  or  lowered  at  the  King  s 
Pleafure,  or  as  Occafon  required.  But  according  to  the 
prefent  Acceptation  of  the  Word  Cuftoms,  it  fgnifies  the 
feveral  Duties  impofed  by  Parliament,  and  are  payable  on 
the  Importation,  as  well  as  Exportation,  of  all  Goods 
and  Merchandizes  whatfoever  3  levied  and  collected  ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  the  Acf  of  Tonnage  and  Poundage,  referring 
to  a  Book  of  Rates  of  Merchandize,  &c.  eftablifhed  foon 
after  the  Reftoration  of  Kini;  Charles  II.  Upon  which 
Model  there  have  been  formed,  and  granted  by  fubfe- 
quent  A£ts  of  Parliament  for  the  defraying  public  Ex- 
pences,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  feveral  additional 
Subfidies,  Impofitions  and  new  Duties  :  which  being 
levied  and  collected  after  the  Manner  of  the  aforefaid  Act, 
upon  the  Importation  and  Exportation  of  feveral  forts  of 
Goods  and  Merchandizes,  are  ufually  comprehended  un¬ 
der  the  general  Title  of  Cuftoms.  Where  it  is  worthy  of 
Gbfervation,  That  we  are  now  delivered  from  thofe  arbi¬ 
trary  Impofitions  frequently  laid  upon  Goods  by  King  Ed-  Their Be- 
VJard  I.  Edward  II.  Edward  III.  Queen  Mary  I.  Queen  nefit  to  the 
Elizabeth ,  King  James  U  and  King  Ckarlesl.  Who,  by  SubjeiU 
virtue  of  their  Prerogatives  only,  collected  feveral  occa- 
fional  or  temporary  Impofitions,  after  different  Rates,  up¬ 
on  Wines,  and  feveral  other  Goods  imported;  and  upon 
Wool,  Cloths,  and  feveral  other  Goods  exported  : 
which  they  caufed  to  be  levied  by  only  fending  their 
Writs  to  the  Colledtors  of  the  Cuftoms  in  every  Port. 

This  fhews  the  Difference  of  Times,  in  regard  to  the 
Liberties  of  the  People  of  England ,  before  and  fince  the 
Revolution  :  Before  we  find  the  Prince  claimed  a  Right 
to  their  Purfes  without  controul,  as  it  were  ;  but  fince 
that  happy  JEra,  the  Parliament  controuls  the  Purfe 
of  our  Princes. 

Upon  thefe  Principles  the  Cuftom-Houfe  was  eftablifh- 
ed  ;  and  all  Merchants  and  others,  that  import  or  ex¬ 
port  any  Goods  or  Merchandize,  muft  pafs  thro’  this 
Houle  or  Office,  at  their  Peril  :  for  whofe  Encourage¬ 
ment  and  Advancement  of  Trade,  and  for  regulating 
them  in  making  due  Entries,  and  juft  Payments  of  their 
Cuftoms,  and  for  regulating  the  Officers  in  the  faithful 
Difcharge  of  their  Duty,  there  are  annexed  to  the  Book  of 
Rates ,  certain  Rules,  'Orders,  Directions,  and  Allow¬ 
ances  too  long  to  be  inferted  in  this  Work. 

This  great  public  Office  of  the  Revenue  is  fixed  in  Lon-  Where 
don  :  under  which  there  are  feveral  other  Cuftom-Houfes  in  eftablinied. 
the  Ports  of  England:  and  is  managed  by  Commiffioners 
nominated  by  the  Treafurer,  and  appointed  by  Patent 
under  the  Great-Seal.  They  have  the  whole  Care,  in  Under 
this  Kingdom,  of  railing  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  Re-  Commif- 
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venues  on  Goods  imported  and  exported,  (which  is  com¬ 
puted  at  the  Rate  of  1,700,000/.  per  Annum )  and  of  put¬ 
ting  the  Laws  in  Execution  againft  illegal  Trade.  1  hey 
have  Power  to  difmifs  any  of  the  Officers  in  their  De¬ 
partment,  and  adting  by  their  Deputations  ;  but  cannot 
appoint  any  Officers  without  a  Warrant  from  the  Trea- 
j  ^  ^  fury,  impowering  them  to  iftue  their  Deputation.  Their 
Sa  Salary  is  1000/.  per  Annum  each. 

Officers  in  Under  them  is  a  principal  Secretary,  with  a  Salary  of 
the  Hotife.  gg0/.  per  Annmn  for  bimfelf  and  Clerks.  A  Secretary 
for  the  Plantations  and  Weftern  Ports,  and  another  for 
the  Northern  Ports  ;  whofe  Bufincfs  is  to  read  all  Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Board,  receive  their  Diredtions  thereon,  and 
prepare  Anfwers  for  the  Commiffioners  figning  :  A  Soli¬ 
citor,  who  carries  on  all  Profecutions  for  the  Crown,  and 
the  Officers,  on  Breaches  of  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms, 
and  gives  his  Advice  and  Opinion  to  the  Commiffioners 
in  all  Matters  of  Law  :  A  Receiver-General,  who  pays 
and  accounts  to  the  Exchequer  weekly  for  all  the  Mo¬ 
nies  or  Revenues  of  the  Cuftoms  in  England  and  Scot¬ 
land  remitted  to  him  :  A  Comptroller  of  the  Iftues  and 
Payments  of  the  Receiver-General,  to  whom  he  is  con- 
ftituted  an  immediate  Check  :  a  Comptroller-General,  who 
receives  the  Accounts  of  all  Colledtors  and  Accomptants 
to  the  Crown,  under  the  Diredtion  of  the  Commiffioners 
of  the  Cuftoms,  whereby  he  is  a  Check  on  them  all  : 
and  after  ftating  their  Accounts,  and  receiving  proper 
Vouchers,  he  paftes  them  through  the  Auditor’s  Office  of 
the  Impreft,  and  depofits  them  in  the  Exchequer  :  An 
Infpeflor  of  the  Out-Port-Qo\\t&.oxs  Accounts,  who  ex¬ 
amines  all  the  Vouchers  from  the  Colledtors  in  the  Out- 
Ports,  before  they  are  delivered  to  the  Comptroller-Ge¬ 
neral,  and  certifies  all  the  Colledtors  Incidents  before 
they  are  allowed  :  An  Infpeffor-General  of  the  Exports 
and  Imports,  who  enters  the  Account  of  all  Goods  im¬ 
ported  and  exported,  with  their  Prime  Cofts,  in  a  Ledger ; 
from  which  he  frames  an  Accompt,  Debtor  and  Creditor, 
and  by  that  Means  can  tell  how  the  Balance  of  Trade 
ftands  with  every  Country  :  A  Re  gift er -General  of  all 
Ships  belonging  to  Great-Bntain,  who  keeps  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Voyages  of  all  Ships  trading  to  Great-Bri- 
tain,  and  is  a  particular  Check  on  all  coafting  Veflels, 
that  they  do  import  all  Goods  into  one  Port,  they  carried 
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from  another,  and  no  more:  Two  5 urveyors- General^ 
whofe  Bufinefs  is  to  examine  all  Entries,  to  fee  that 
they  be  rightly  computed  :  A  Surveyor  of  the  Out-Ports , 
who  does  the  fame  for  the  Out-ports,  by  having  the 
Quarter-Books  fent  to  him  :  A  Regi/ler  of  Seizures ,  who 
enters  all  Writs  of  Appraifementof  Goods  profecuted,  before 
they  are  proclaimed  in  the  Exchequer  :  An  Infpedtor  of  the 
Profecutions ,  to  fee  there  be  no  Collufion,  but  that  Pro- 
fecutions  be  duely  carried  on  :  Surveyor-General  of  the 
Ridi?ig  Officers  on  the  Coafts  of  Kent  and  Sujfex,  who 
is  to  fuperintend  the  riding  Officers  appointed  to  prevent 
the  Exportation  of  Wool.  He  is  to  furvey  them  twice  a 
Year,  and  report  their  Behaviour  to  the  Commilfioners  of 
the  Cuftoms. 

Befides  thefe  are  certain  principal  Officers  ferving  both  For  inward 
in  the  Inward  and  Outward  Bufinefs  in  the  Port  of  Lon-  and  out- 
don,  viz.  A  Comptroller  upon  all  the  Colleftors  in  the  ^u^‘" 
Port  of  London:  Four  Examiners  of  the  Out  Port  Books, 
to  fee  that  the  Duties  be  rightly  computed  :  A  Surveyor , 
who  attends  the  Board  by  his  Deputy,  along  with  the 
Patent-Officers,  and  is  a  Check  upon  the  Collectors  : 

A  Comptroller ,  who  comptrouls  the  Duties  on  Cloth  and 
Petty  Cuftoms  both  Inwards  and  Outwards  :  A  Viewer  and 
Examiner  of  Tobacco ,  both  Inwards  and  Outwards  ;  without 
whom  no  Allowance  can  be  made  for  Damages  on  Tobacco. 

Inwards  ;  there  is  a  Collector,  who  colledts  all  the  Inward 
Duties  Inwards,  but  the  Petty-Cuftoms  :  A  Regifler ,  officeis* 
who  enters  all  Warrants  in  a  Parchment-Book,  vvhich  is 
returned  into  the  Exchequer  :  And  a  Cufomer  who  col- 
lefts  the  Branch  of  the  Revenue  under  the  Head  of  Petty- 
Cuftoms? 

Outwards  ;  There  are  two  Collectors ,  who  collect  Outward 
all  Duties  outwards,  except  on  Wool  and  Leather:  A  officcrs; 
Cujlomer  of  the  great  Duty  of  Wool  and  Leather  exported  : 

A  Comptroller  of  the  great  Cuftoms  on  Wool  and  Leather, 

&c.  A  Chief  Searcher ,  ten  other  Searchers ,  and  a  Surveyor 
of  the  Searchers  ;  whofe  Duty  is  to  take  off  all  Cocquets 
for  Goods  fhipped  outwards;  to  examine  them  before 
fhipped  ;  and  to  certify  the  fame  on  the  Back  of  the  Coc- 
quet :  a  Regi/ler  of  the  Certificate  Cocquets  ;  by  which 
he  can  examine  the  Debentures,  which  are  made  out  for 
the  Goods  exported  on  thofe  Cocquets,  to  prevent  Frauds  : 

A  Warehoufe  Surveyor ,  who  is  a  Check  on  all  Officers  in 
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the  Warehoufe,  to  fee  that  Goods  be  regularly  difcharg*- 
ed  :  A  Wi arehoufe-keeper  for  the  Commijjloners  to  keep  an 
Accounpt  along  with  the  Collector's  Deputy,  to  be  a 
Check  on  him,  (the  Collector  in  every  Port  being,  by 
Law,  W  arehoufe-Keeper,  he  appoints  a  Deputy  particu¬ 
larly  for  that  Bufinefs,  who  enters  in  a  Book  all  Goods 
brought  in,  and  how  they  are  difcharged:)  A  Surveyor 
of  the  AH  of  Navigation ,  who  boards  all  Ships  coming 
into  the  River,  to  fee  they  be  navigated  according  to 
Law.  Two  InfpeHors  of  the  River ,  v/hofe  Duty  is 
to  fee  that  the  Tide-Surveyors,  Tidefmen,  and  ail 
"Water  Officers  do  their  Duties.  The  TJJher  of  the 
Ccftom-Houfe,  who  has  Power  to  adminifter  Oaths, 
and  has  two  Pence  for  every  Oath  he  adminifters  at  the 
Bench.  Three  jerquers ,  whofe  Office  is  to  examine  all 
the  Land-waiters  Books.  Nine  Land-Surveyors ,  who  are 
to  fee  that  the  Land-waiters  perform  their  Duties,  and 
to  view  all  Goods  before  any  Allowance  can  be  made  for 
Damage.  Tide-Surveyors ,  who  place  Tidefmen  on  board 
a  Ship,  and  take  care  that  they  perform  their  Duty  :  A 
Land-Carriage-Surveyor ,  to  fee  that  the  Land-Carriage 
Officers  attend  their  refpedtive  Stations.  A  Coaf  Surveyor , 
to  examine  into  the  Conduct  of  the  Coaft-  Waiters.  Sur¬ 
veyor  of  the  Wine-Tafiers ,  to  fee  that  the  Wine-Tafters 
do  their  Duty.  A  great  Number  of  King  s-Waiters,  and 
Land-Waiters  to  take  Account  of  Goods  imported.  A 
Preventive-Officer ,  who  is  to  look  out  upon  the  River  to 
prevent  Frauds  ;  above  five  hundred  Tide-waiters ,  Tidef- 
Men,  and  Supernumeraries  or  Preferable- Men  ;  and  Noon- 
Tenders ,  who  watch  the  Goods  on  the  feveral  Quays  and 
Wharfs  at  Dinner  time. 

Cuftom-Houfe  Officers,  of  what  Degree  foever,  are 
laid  under  certain  Reftraints.  They  are  not  to  have  any 
Ship  of  their  own,  nor  may  they  ufe  Merchandize,  Fac¬ 
torage,  nor  keep  a  Tavern,  bV.  They  are  prohibited  to 
trade  in  any  excifeable  Liquors  of  Commodities,  on  Pain 
of  fifty  Pounds.  They  forfeit  one  hundred  Pounds  if 
they  take  a  Bribe  ;  and  five  hundred  Pounds  if  they  make 
a  Collufive  Seizure,  £sY. 

The  next  confiderable  Branch  of  the  Revenue  is  that 
of  the  Excife ;  which  is  a  certain  Duty  or  Parliamen¬ 
tary  Impoft  charged  upon  Liquors,  as  Beer,  Ale,  Cyder, 
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(f fc.  Malt,  and  feveral  other  Commodities  within  the 
Kingdom  of  England ,  and  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed . 

The  Duty  of  Excife  was  firft  granted  to  King  Charles  II. 
by  A£t  of  Parliament  in  the  Year  1660,  during  the  Life 
of  that  Monarch.  1.  It  was  fifteen  Pence  per  Barrel  upon 
every  Barrel  of  Beer  or  Ale  above  fix  Shillings  the  Bar¬ 
rel,  and  three  Pence  per  Barrel  for  every  Barrel  of  fix 
Shillings  or  under,  brewed  for  Retail  ;  fifteen  Pence  for 
every  Hogfnead  of  Cyder  or  Perry  fold  by  Retail,  one 
Penny  for  every  Gallon  of  ftrong  Water,  Aqua  Vitae, 
&c.  2.  A  new  Excife  was  granted  for  ever  by  the  fifth 

Money- Act  of  William  and  Mary ,  being  for  every  Bar¬ 
rel  of  Beer  or  Ale  above  fix  Shillings  the  Barrel,  nine 
Pence  ;  and  for  every  Barrel  of  fix  Shillings  or  under, 
three  Pence  -y  for  every  Hoglhead  of  Cyder  or  Perry, 
one  Shilling  per  Hogfhead.  In  this  Excife,  the  Price' of 
the  Liquor  is  to  be  reckoned  exclufive  of  the  Duty. 
3.  An  Excife  was  granted  of  fix  Pence  a  Bulhel  on 
Malt  in  the  Reign,  of  King  TFilliam,  which  by  fubfe- 
quent  Statutes  has  been  continued  yearly  ever  fince. 
But  fuch  Malt  as  {hall  be  made  for  Exportation,  and  be 
fo  entered  and  kept  feparate  from  other  Malt,  is  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  Payment  of  this  duty.  4.  Another 
new  Excife  upon  home-made  Liquors  was  granted  in 
Queen  Anne's  Reign  ;  being  an  additional  Excife  upon 
every  Barrel  of  Beer  or  Ale  brewed  for  Sale  above  fix 
Shillings  the  Barrel,  three  Pence,  exclufive  of  the  Du¬ 
ties  ;  and  for  every  Barrel  at  fix  Shillings  or  under,  one 
Penny ;  for  every  Hogfhead  of  Cyder  or  Perry,  five 
Pence  ;  for  every  Gallon  of  ftrong  Waters  or  Aqua 
Vitae,  one  Penny.  This  Excife  was  not  laid  upon  any 
fuch  Liquors  imported.  5.  An  Excife  on  Candles  was 
fir  ft  granted  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne ,  and  continued 
for  ever,  being  a  Duty  of  four  Pence  a  Pound  on  Wax, 
and  a  Half-penny  the  Pound  on  Tallow-Candles,  made 
in  Great-Britain  for  Sale  or  not  for  Sale ;  but  Makers 
for  their  own  Ufe  may  compound  for  one  Shilling  a 
Head  for  every  Perfon  in  their  Family.  An  additional 
Excife  on  Candles  was  afterwards  granted,  being  the 
fame  with  the  former  in  every  Refpehl.  6.  An  Excife 
upon  Hides  and  Skins  tanned  in  Britain ,  firft  granted  in 
Queen  Anne's  Reign,  was  an  Excife  of  feventeen  diffe¬ 
rent  Kinds,  upon  fo  many  different  Kinds  of  Hides  and 
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5  kins  particularly  named,  and  upon  all  others  not 
named,  thirteen  Pounds  per  Cent,  ad  valorem.  An  ad¬ 
ditional  Excife  was  afterwards  granted,  being  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Duty  of  different  Kinds,  upon  fo  many  diffe¬ 
rent  forts  of  Hides  and  Skins  particularly  named,  and  all 
others  not  named,  fifteen  Pounds  per  Cent,  on  the  Value. 
7.  An  Excife  on  home-made  Vellum  and  Parchment, 
firft  granted  by  the  fame  Act,  being  one  Shilling  per 
Dozen  on  Vellum,  and  fix  Pence  the  Dozen  on  Parch¬ 
ment.  And  afterwards  an  additional  Excife  on  Vellum, 
&c.  was  granted,  being  an  additional  Duty  of  two  Shil¬ 
lings  the  Dozen  on  Vellum,  and  one  Shilling  the  Dozen 
on  Parchment.  8.  An  Excife  on  Hops  of  home  growth 
,waV5rft  granted  in  Queen  Anne  s  Reign,  being  one  Penny 
per  Pound.  9.  An  Excife  on  Paper,  Pafte-board,  Milled- 
boards,  and  Scale-boards,  was  firft  granted  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  being  a  Duty  of  eleven  different  kinds  on 
fo  many  different  forts  of  Paper  particularly  named,  made 
in  Great  Britain  ;  on  Pafte-boards,  iffc.  three  Shillings 
the  hundred  Weight,  and  on  all  forts  of  Paper  not 
named,  twelve  Pounds  per  Cent,  on  the  Value.  An  ad¬ 
dition  Duty  on  Paper,  &c.  was  granted  of  eleven  diffe¬ 
rent  Kinds,  &c.  on  Pafte-board  one  Shilling  and  fix 
Pence  the  hundred  Weight,  and  on  all  Sorts  of  Paper 
not  named,  fix  Pounds  per  Cent,  on  the  V alue  ;  and  on 
painted  Paper  for  Hangings,  a  Half-penny  the  Yard 
fquare.  10.  An  Excife  of  one  Penny  per  Pound  on  Soap 
made  in  Great  Britain ,  was  granted  by  the  fame  Adt  ;  to 
which  an  additional  Excife  has  been  added  of  a  Half¬ 
penny  per  Pound,  ix.  An  Excife  upon  printed  Silks, 
Callicoes,  Linnens  and  Stuffs  made  in  Great  Britain ,  and 
printed,  painted,  ftained  or  dyed  here,  was  firft  granted 
in  Queen  Anne's  Reign,  being  a  Duty  of  three  Pence  on 
Silks  and  Callicoes,  and  one  Penny  Halfpenny  on  Linnen 
and  Stuffs  the  Yard  fquare,  excepting  Silk  Handkerchiefs, 
Linnens  and  Fuftians  dyed  of  one  Colour,  and  Stuffs 
made  of  Woollen,  of  the  greateft  Part  in  value  of  Woollen. 
And  an  additional  Excife  was  granted  of  fix  Pence  the 
Yard  of  Half-yard  broad  Silks  ;  one  Penny  the  Yard 
fquare  of  Silk-Handkerchiefs  j  three  Pence  the  Yard 
fquare  of  Callicoes,  and  one  Penny  Halfpenny  the  Yard 
fquare  of  Linnens  and  Stuffs,  excepting,  as  before,  Cal¬ 
licoes,  (Ac.  dyed  of  one  Colour,  and  woollen  Stuffs.  12.  An 
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Excife  on  ftarch  was  firft  granted  for  id.  the  pound,  and 
afterwards  an  additional  Excife  of  id.  the  pound.  13.  The 
Excife  on  Gilt  and  Silver  Wire  made  in  Great  Britain ,  is 
8  d.  the  Ounce  ;  and  6  d.  the  Ounce  on  'ilver  Wire. 

If  any  Brewers  do  not  make  true  entries  pf  their  Liquors  Brewery, 
brewed,  once  a  week,  at  the  Excife-Office ,  they  forfeit 
10 1.  but  this  is  fubjeft  to  mitigation,  fo  as  not  to  be  lefs 
than  double  the  duty  ;  and  the  Retailers  of  Beer  and  Ale, 
and  ftrong  Waters,  negledting  to  make  their  entries  once 
a  month,  of  what  Liquors  they  retail,  are  liable  to  401. 
penalty.  In  cafe  any  Brewer  erects  or  alters  any  Back, 

Copper,  Cooler,  &c.  or  keeps  a  private  Storehoufe;  or 
if  any  Malfter  keeps  any  private  VelFel  for  fteeping  Barley, 
without  giving  proper  notice  to  the  Officers  of  "xcife, 
fuch  Brewer  or  Maltfter  forfeits  50/  and  where  they  bribe 
a  Gauger,  it  is  10/.  more.  The  Officers  of  Excife  may  go 
on  board  Ships,  and  fearch  for  any  excifeable  Liquors,  as 
Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  do,  and  feize  commodities  for¬ 
feited,  Sic. 

Cafes  relating  to  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Cuftoms.  Every 
Merchant  fhall  have  free  liberty  to  break  Bulk  in  any 
Port  allowed  by  Lav/,  and  to  pay  Cuftom  for  no  more  Cafes,  cf 
than  he  {hall  enter,  and  land,  provided  the  Mailer  or  ^re,E'nS 
Purfer  firft  make  a  declaration  upon  oath,  before  any  two  1  ‘ 
principal  Officers  of  the  Port,  of  the  true  contents  of  the 
Ship’s  lading,  and  (hall  after  declare  upon  oath,  before  the 
Cuftomer,  Colledtor,  & c.  or  any  two  of  them,  the  quan¬ 
tity  and  quality  of  the  goods  landed  at  the  other  Port, 
where  bulk  was  firft  broken,  and  to  whom  they  did  belong. 

All  foreign  goods  (except  Wines,  Currants,  and  Drawback 
wrought  Silks)  firft  imported,  fhall  be  again  exported  by  Goods  ex- 
any  Englijh  Merchant  v/ithin  twelve  months,  and  thofe  ported, 
exporting  fuch  goods  fhall  have  allowance,  and  be  repaid 
by  the  Officer  that  received  the  fame,  one  Moiety  of  the 
Subfidy  that  was  paid  at  firft,  on  due  proof,  made  by 
Certificate,  of  the  due  Entry,  &c.  after  all  which  duly 
performed,  the  Moiety  firft  paid  inwards  fhall,  without 
delay,  be  repaid  ;  as  alfo  the  whole  additional  Duty  on 
Silk,  Linnen  and  Tobacco. 

Every  Merchant  that  fhall  fhip  or  export  Currants,  Relating  to 
formerly  entered,  fhall  be  allowed  thofe  Subfidies  paid  Currants, 
inwards,  except  1  s.  bd.  for  every  Cwt.  to  the  Englijh , 
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and  it.  od.  \  to  the  Stranger,  upon  proof  being  made  ; 
and  he  may,  within  one  year,  export  any  foreign  goods 
imported,  without  further  Duty. 

Twelve  per  cent,  is  allowed  for  Leakage  of  Wines  duly 
entered. 

Every  hogfhead  of  Wine  that  fhall  be  run  out,  and 
not  full  by  feven  inches,  fhall  be  accounted  for  Outs ,  and 
pay  no  Subfidy  ;  and  if  Wines  appear  corrupt  and  unfale- 
able,  the  Owner  fhall  be  abated  in  the  Subfidv  according- 
to  his  damage,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Colledtor  and  one 
of  the  principal  Officers. 

Goods  imported,  receiving  damage  by  fait  water,  or 
otherwife,  fo  as  to  prejudice  the  Sale,  the  Damage  being 
afcertained  by  two  indifferent  Merchants,  there  fhall  an 
Abatement  in  the  Duty  be  made  accordingly. 

By  12  Ann.  c.  8.  §8.  There  is  no  allowance  for  da¬ 
maged  Tobacco  ;  but  on  refufal  of  the  Duties,  the 
Tobacco  is  to  be  burned. 

Officers  refufing  to  attend  at  the  lading  and  unlading  of 
goods,  at  the  times  and  places  as  the  Law  directs,  forfeit 
5  /.  for  every  default. 

And  by  his  Majefty’s  gracious  benignity,  the  Merchants 
of  York ,  Hull ,  and  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  are  allowed  two 
Cloths  and  Kerfeys  in  ten,  free  of  Cuftom  ;  and  the 
Merchants  of  Exeter,  and  other  Weftern  Parts,  are  allowed 
one  Perpetuana  in  ten,  and  three  Devon  dozens  in  twenty, 
when  fhipp’d  out  of  Exeter ,  Plymouth ,  Dartmouth ,  Barn- 
ftaple,  Lyme  Regis,  and  the  member  Ports  thereof,  Cuffom 
free  ;  and  all  Merchants  tranfporting  any  fort  of  Woollen, 
whether  new  or  old  Drapery,  as  alfo  all  Bays  and  Cottons, 
fhall  be  allowed  one  in  ten  for  a  wrapper,  Cuftom  free. 

Every  Merchant  fhall  be  allowed,  on  all  other  goods 
liable  to  Poundage,  five  in  the  hundred  of  all  the  faid 
Subfidies  of  Poundage. 

The  Officers  who  fit  above  in  the  Cuftom-Houfe  of 
London,  fhall  attend  there  from  nine  to  twelve  in  the 
Forenoon,  and  one  Officer  in  the  Afternoon,  during  fuch 
time  as  the  Officers  are  to  wait  at  the  Water-fide,  for  the 
better  deciding  all  controverfies  that  may  happen  con¬ 
cerning  Merchants  warrants.  All  other  Officers  fhall 
attend  in  the  Cuftom-Houfe  of  every  refpeefive  Port,  from 
nine  to  twelve,  and  from  two  to  four  o’clock. 

Every 
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Every  Merchant  making  Entry,  inwards  or  outwards,  Wayof 
fhall  be  difpatched  in  order  as  he  conies.  D  [/patch. 


The  Officer  at  Gravefend  not  to  detain  any  Ship  out  May  not 
ward  bound  above  three  Tides,  under  pain  of  lofin"-  his  dvtaia 
Office,  and  rendering  damage  to  the  Merchant,  or  ^lnps 
Owner  ;  nor  fhall  the  Officers  of  the  Out-ports  detain 
any  outward-bound  Ship  above  one  Tide,  if  laden  and 
ready  to  fet  fail,  on  like  penalty  :  But  they  have  a  right  Right  to 
to  fearch  outward-bound  Ships,  having  a  reafonable  caufe.  fearch. 

If  any  Officer,  or  Clerk  of  any  Cuftom-Houfe,  fhall 
exact  greater  Fees  than  are  effablifhed  by  Parliament,  he 
fhall  forfeit  his  Office. 

If  the  Importer  pay  ready  money,  he  fhall  be  allowed  Importer 
ten  per  cent,  for  what  he  fhall  pay  down.  allowed  tol 

Remarks  on  the  Excife.  This  method  of  rain  tig  Money  Roark's 
by  the  Government  is  hateful  to  the  People  of  England ,  on  theEx- 
becaufe  it  mull  be  laid  upon  things  growing,  in  a  great  c‘^e- 
meafure,  in  our  own  Country,  which  will  undoubtedly 
hinder  the  confumption  ;  for  the  dearer  any  things  are, 
the  lefs  will  the  People  buy  them,  and  the  more'  they  will 
reduce  their  Families,  that  they  may  live  cheap. 

^  The  Policy  of  our  Anceftors  tended  to  encourage  the  f 
Confumption  of  all  Home  Commodities  ;  which  mull  be  tiommuhe 
allowed  to  be  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Nation.  A  General  Excife. 
Excife  would  go  directly  againft  this  maxim.  In  former 
times,  the  Gentry  and  Nobility  of  England  lived  altogether 
in  the  Country,  where  they  continually  fpent  the  Produdl 
of  the  Land  :  Now  they  all  flock  to  Eov.d.on ,  where  their 
way  of  living  is  quite  different  from  that  ufed  heretofore, 
and  they  do  not  expend,  in  proportion,  the  third  part  of 
things  of  our  Produdf,  to  what  they  did  when  they  lived 
among  their  Neighbours  and  Tenants. 

The  Yeomen,  or  Gentlemen  of  fmaller  Effates,  are 
now,  generally  fpeaking,  the  only  conftant  Refidents  in 
the  Country.  If  an  Excife  fhould  come  to  raife-the  price 
of  all  things,  how  can  thefe  Men  maintain  their  Families  ? 

And  if  they  put  them  off,  or  diminifh  them,  who  fhall 
fpend  the  Growth  of  the  Lands  ? 

It  is  evident  this  Tax,  by  way  of  Excife ,  will  fall 
very  hard,  every  where,  upon  the  poor  induffirious 
Farmer;  and  thofe  who  are  beft  able  to  pay  it,  will  be 
mod  fpared. 


But 


C  c  2 


THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF 

Bat  the  argument  of  moft  weight  appears  to  be  this  : — 
The  Safety  of  the  Nation  depends  upon  the  Liberty  of 
Elections  of  Members  of  Parliament.  But  the  xcife- 
men  go  a  great  way  in  many  Corporations  and  parliamen¬ 
tary  Ecr  : ughs,  by  their  intereft  in  Inns  and  Alehoufes, 
in  influencing  the  Elections  of  Parliament-men.  What 
then  ccuici  be  expected,  Should  the  Extife  be  extended, 
or  become  more  general. 

Let  no  man  be  milled  by  a  pretence  of  Convenience,  or 
difburdening  his  Land  by  this  way  of  taxing  :  All  thefe 
are  miftaken,  deluiive  arguments ;  ajrd  though  they  were 
not  fo,  though  all  the  qonveniences  in  the  world  were  to 
be  found  in  the  method  of  taxing  by  Excife,  yet  the 
finale  confideration  of  what  the  Nation  hazards,  in  pivina; 

o  .  .  ,  .  .  '  O  c> 

a  Revenue  that  probably  will  never  be  difcontinued,  and 
the  Dangers  to  which  the  Liberties  of  the  Kingdom  will 
be  expcfed,  if  ever  the  Crown  become  rich  enough  to 
govern  without  Parliaments,  is  abundantly  fufficient  to 
over- balance  all  that  can  be  alledged  to  the  contrary,  from 
Topics  ofprefent  Eafe,  or  private  Intereft. 

The  Ccnftitution  of  this  Nation  is  our  Happinefs  : 
Let  any  Inconveniencies  be  fubmitted  to  rather  than  tJuit 
be  brought  into  Danger.  We  ft  and  upon  the  Point  of  a 
Needle:  The  Revenue  of  the  Crown  is  fo  very  high 
already,  that  one  P-emove  more  does  our  Bufinefs. 
England  can  never  be  undone,  but  by  its  own  Confent  ; 
Elave  a  care  therefore  of  giving  that  fatal  Confent,  by 
doing  any  thing  that  fhall  make  the  Crown  independent 
of  the  Subject,  and  Parliaments  unnecehary. 

There  can  be  no  need  of  many  words  to  perfuade  the 
People  of  this  Nation,  that  there  is  no  Price  too  great 
for  Liberty  in  general,  nor  for  the  Confutuiion ,  wi th  which 
they  are  blefled,  in  particular ;  and  it  is  not  enough  to 
preferve  it  from  internal  Corruption,  but  that  it  muft 
alfo  be  defended  from  external  Violence  ;  which  never  can 
be  done,  if  we  do  not  maintain  the  Balance  of  commercial 
and  maritime  Power  ,  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that 
this  cannot  be  done  without  Money  to  be  raifed  by  Taxes 
from  time  to  time.  But  then  it  is  alfo  neceffary  that 
Taxes  ihould  be  laid  fo  as  to  prove  the  leaft  injurious  to 
the  Confutation,  and  leaft  detrimental  to  our  Commerce, 
and  in  the  moft  eafy  and  agreeable  manner  to  the  general 

Senfe 
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Senfe  of  the  People  without  Doors  ;  for  if  they  be  willing 
and  ready  to  pay  the  Aggregate  of  whatever  {ball  be 
abfolutely  requifite  tor  the  1  up  pert  of  the  Eftubliiiifnent, 
and  for  the  true  intereft  and  glory  of  the  Kingdom,  it 
does  not  feem  ’any  ways  unreasonable,  that  fuch  a  conde- 
fcenfion  Ihould  be  paid  to  the  general  Voice  of  the  People, 
as  to  permi;  them  to  pay  thofe  Taxes  in  fuch  a  Shape  as 
may  be  moft  pleafing  to  them,  and  will  preferve  them  in 
the  beft  difpofition,  good  humour,  and  attachment  to  that 
Government  and  Coftitution,  which  they  are  willing  to 
Support. 

The  principal  Ex  rife  Office  is  in  London ,  under  the  office, 
management  of  certain  Commiffioners,  who  are,  by  the  Conuriffi- 
Royal  Patent,  conftituted  Governors  and  Managers  of  oners, 
his  Majefty’s  Revenues  arifing  by  the  Duties  of  Excife 
upon  Beer,  Ale,  Malt,  Candles,  Hops,  Soap,  Paper, 

Wire,  Starch,  Hides,  &c.  for  which  they  are  paid  1000/. 
per  Ann.  each,  with  power  to  put  in,  and  to  turn  out. 

Officers  employed  in  their  Department.  They  are  alfo  .  .fj. 
entrufted  to  try  all  offences  committed  in  London ,  and  qon.  c' 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  without  a  Jury,  and  to 
pafs  Judgment  thereon  ;  which  power,  in  other  places,  is 
committed  to  two  Juftices  of  the  Peace. 

Thefe  Commiflioners  account  for  all  the  Revenues  they  Their  Offi- 
receive  yearly,  and  have  under  them  a  Secretary,  two  ce». 
Cajhiers ,  a  Comptroller ,  an  Auditor ,  a  Re  gift  or,  twelve 
Accomptants  General ,  and  a  multitude  of  inferior  Officers 
employed  in  London ,  and  all  over  the  Nation,  in  fuch 
numbers  that  they  bear  a  confiderable  fway  in  all  Elec¬ 
tions,  where  the  Miniftry  find  it  their  Intereft  to  oppofe 
and  to  keep  out  a  Candidate. 

Of  the  Stamp-Office  Revenue. 

The  Revenue  arifing  by  Stamps  is  a  lingular  Example,  stp.mp 
from  what  little  Beginnings  a  Miniftry  may  extend  their  Duty, 
bower  and  increafe  the  Revenue,  and  with  what  cafe 
Taxes  or  Duties  might  be  levied,  both  in  regard  to  the 
Convenience  of  the  Subject  and  the  Expence  in  collecting 
them  ;  for  this  branch  of  the  Revenue,  which  originally 
confifted  of  certain  Impofitions,  laid  on  all  Parchment 
and  Paper,  on  which  all  Deeds,  Grants  or  other  Inftru- 
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ments,  or  any  Procefs  in  Lav/  or  Equity  are  ingrofled  or 
written,  and  which  at  firft  were  granted  from  40  s.  for 
Letters  Patent,  &c.  to  6 d.  for  ufual  Deeds,  ana  1  d.  for 
Declarations,  Pleadings,  &c.  have  been  in  general  trebled  : 
And  the  Stamp  Duties  now  extend  to  Almanacs,  News¬ 
papers,  Pamphlets,  Cards  and  Dice,  which,  together,  are 
computed  to  produce  upwards  of  1,200,000/.  per  /Inn. 
collected  without  either  expence  or  trouble  to  the  Crown, 
or  that  difagreeable  method  of  multiplying  Officers,  as 
clone  in  the  Cuftoms  and  Excife,  in  each  of  which  great 
fums  are  melted'  away,  before  the  public  Money  reaches 
the  Exchequer ,  in  maintaining  a  number  of  inferior  Offi¬ 
cers,  that  amount  to  as  much  as  would  fupport  a  {landing 
Army  :  for  this  lucrative  branch  of  the  Revenue  is  managed 
in  London,  by  fix  Commijjioners,  at  400 1  per  Ann.  each,  a 
Secretary  at  300/.  a  Receiver-General  at  500 /.  a  Comptroller 
at  300/  an  Accomptant -General  at  100/.  and  a  Solicitor 3 
v/ith  Clerks,  Stampers,  and  fome  inferior  Officers. 

/- 

Of  the  Wine-Office  Revenue, 

The  Wine  Office  is  managed  by  five  Commijjioners ,  ft 
Comptroller ,  a  Secretary ,  a  Cajhier ,  a  Solicitor ,  two  Clerks , 
and  five  MeJJ'engers.  The  Revenue  of  this  Office  arifes 
from  Licences,  which  of  late  years  amounts  to  near  40  s. 
each,  to  fell  Wine  by  retail.  Something  of  this  fort 
was  attempted  by  the  Miniftry  of  King  Edivard  VI. 
juft  before  that  Monarch’s  death  ;  but  it  was  not 
fettled  upon  its  prefent  Eftabliftiment  till  the  12  Charles  II. 
when  that  King  was  empowered  by  Parliament  to  ap¬ 
point  Commiffioners  for  Wine-Licences,  and  affigned 
them  fix  Pence  in  the  Pound  of  the  Revenue  arifing  by 
the  faid  Act,  in  lieu  of  Salaries.  This  Revenue  is  duly 
to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer ,  and  not  to  be  charged 
v/ith  any  Penfion.  This  Office  is  now  kept  in  Lincoln’s 
inn ,  and  makes  part  of  the  Stamp -office. 

Of  the  Post-Office  Revenue, 

The  Pofiage  of  Letters  is  a  much  more  confiderable 
Branch  of  the  Reyenue,  than  that  laft  mentioned, 

A 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE. 

A  Table  of  the  Rates  of  Postage. 

In  Great-Britain  and  Ireland. 

From  any  Poll-Office  in  Great-Britain  or  Ireland ,  to  any 
place  not  exceeding  one  Stage  from  fuch  Office,  a  finale 

Letter,  I  d. 

England. 

Between  any  Pod-Office  in  England,  and  any  place  above 
one,  and  not  exceeding  two  Stages  from  fuch  Office, 
and  not  paffing  through  London,  2  d. 

Between  any  Poll-Office  and  any  place  not  exceeding  the 
dillance  of  eighty  Englifh  miles,  and  not  paffing  through 
London ,  3  d. 

Between  any  Poll-Office  and  any  place  above  the  dillance 
of  eighty  Englifh  miles,  and  not  paffing  through  Lon¬ 
don,  4  d. 

Scotland.. 

Between  London  and  Edinburgh ,  Dumfries,  or  Cockburnf- 
peth,  6  d. 

Between  any  Poll- Office  in  Scotland  and  any  place  in  the 
fame  kingdom,  above  the  dillance  of  one  Stage,  and  not 
exceeding  fifty  Epgliffi  miles,  and  not  paffing  through 
Edinburgh,  id- 

Between  any  Poll-Office  in  Scotland  and  any  place  in  the 
fame  kingdom,  above  'fifty,  and  not  exceeding  eighty 
Englifh  miles,  and  not  paffing  through  Edinburgh,  3 d. 

Between  any  Poll-Office  in  Scotland  and  any  place  in  the 
fame  kingdom,  above  the  dillance  of  eighty  Englifh 
miles,'  and  not  paffing  through  Edinburgh,  4 d. 

Between  Port  Patrick  in  Scotland ,  and  Donaghad.ee  in  Ire¬ 
land,  by  Packet-boats,  over  and  above  all  other  Rates, 
2  d. 

I  R  E  L  A'N  D. 

Between  London  and  Dublin,  by  way  of  Holyhead,  6  d. 

Between  London  and  Donaghadee,  by  way  of  Carlijle  and 
Port  Patrick ,  r  o  d. 

Between  any  Poll; Office  in  Ireland  and  any  place  in  the 
fame  kingdom,  above  the  dillance  of  one  Stage,  and  not 
exceeding  forty  Englifh  miles,  and  not  paffing  through 
Dublin,  2  d. 
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Between  any  Poll-Office  in  Ireland  and  any  place  in  the 
fame  kingdom,  above  the  diftaiice  of  forty  Englifh  miles, 
and  not  palling  through  Dublin ,  4  d. 

Isle  of  M  a  n. 

Between  Great-Rritain  and  the  IjJe  of  Man ,  by  Packet- 
boats,  over  and  above  all  other  Rates,  2  d. 


Penny-Post. 

For  the  port  of  every  Letter  or  Packet,  palling  or  re-palling 
within  the  Cities  of  London  or  Wejiminjler ,  the  Borough 
of  Southwark ,  and  their  Suburbs,  (which  Letter  or 
Packet  is  not  to  exceed  the  weight  of  four  ounces, 
unlefs  coming  from  or  palling  to  the  General  Poll,)  1  d. 
upon  putting  in  the  fame,  as  alfo  id.  upon  the  Delivery 
of  l'uch  as  are  directed  to  any  place  beyond  the  faid 
Cities,  Borough,  or  Suburbs,  within  the  diftridt  of  the 
Penny-Poft  delivery. 

Ship  Letters. 

For  the  port  of  every  Letter  or  Packet  of  Letters,  in  any 
patt-  of  his'Majefty’s  dominions,  directed  to,  or  coming 
from,  on  board,  of  .any  Ship,,  over  and  above  the  Rates 
before-mentioned,  1  d. 

For  every  Letter  or  r  acket  eomingfrom  on  Ship-board  for 
the  Town  where  landed,  or  the  Delivery  thereof  id. 
with  the  id.  paid  to  the  Mafter,  Mariner,  or  PaiTenger, 
bringing  the  fame,  being  for' every  fuch  Letter  or 
.  Packet,  2 d.  -x 


fhe  Britifo  Dominions  in  America,  including  his  Majeftys 
Ifands  in  the  W est-Indies. 

For  Letters  conveyed  by  Packet-boats,  between  London 
and  any  Fort  of  the  Rritijh  Dominions  in  America,  or 
his  Majefty’s  Weft- India  Ifands ,  1  s. 

For  Letters  convey  ed  by  Packet-boats  from  any  Port  in 
the  Britijh  Dominions  in  America ,  or  the  IVeJi-Indies , 
to  any  other  Port  within  the  fame  Dominions,  4 d. 

For  the  inland  conveyance  of  Letters  in  the  faid  Domi¬ 
nions,  between  any  Office  and  any  Place  not  exceeding 
fixty  Englifh  miles,  and  not  palling  through  a  chief 
Office,  4 d. 

For  any  diflan ce  above  fixty  Englifh  miles,  and  net  ex¬ 
ceeding  one  hundred  miles,  and  not  palling  through  % 
chief  Office,  6 d. 
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For  any  diftance  above  one  hundred,  and  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  Engliih  miles,  and  not  paffing  through  a 
chief  Office,  'id. 

And  fo  in  proportion,  the  Poftage  increafing  2d  a  Tingle 
Letter  for  any  diftance  above  every  hundred  miles. 

Foreign  Letters. 

Letters  from  London  to  any  part  of  Holland ,  France ,  or 
Flanders ,  (or  to  the  Town  of  Geneva  in  Switzerland , 
through  France)  pay  no  foreign  Poftage. 

From  any  part  of  Holland ,  France  or  Flanders,  to  London , 

1 0  d. 

Between  London  and  any  part  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  through 
France ,  or  by  LiJbon,  in  6 d. 

Between  London  and  any  part  of  Italy,  Sicily,  Turkey, 
Switzerland ,  Alf.ce  and  Minorca,  through  France ,  (ex¬ 
cept  to  Geneva)  is.  3 A 

Between  London  and  any  part  of  Italy,  Sicily,  Turkey , 
Germany,  Switzerland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Rufjia,  and 
all  parts  of  the  North,  through  Holland  or  Flanders,  ir. 

The  Poftage  of  Letters  to  or  from  any  part  whatfoever 
of  his  Majefty’s  Dominions  in  Europe  or  America ,  (except 
to  Gibraltar  and  Port- Mahon )  may,  or  may  not,  be  paid 
at  the  time  of  putting  them  into  any  Poft-Office,  at  the 
option  of  the  W riter. 

Letters  and  Packets  from  any  part  of  Grcat-Britain , 
Ireland,  or  America ,  for  any  of  the  places  under  the  title. 
Foreign  Letters ,  before-mentioned,  beyond  the  Seas,  not 
in  his  Majefty’s  Dominions,  are,  befides  the  Laid  foreign 
Rates  they  may  be  chargeable  with,  to  pay  at  the  Office 
where  they  are  put  in,  the  full  port  to  London,  without 
which  they  cannot  be  forwarded  ;  therefore,  All  perfons 
are  to  take  particular  Notice  thereof,  to  prevent  the  necejfity  of 
their  Letters  being  opened ,  and  returned  for  the  Poftage. 

All  Merchants  Accounts,  not  exceeding  one  Sheet  of 
Paper,  and  all  Bills  of  Exchange,  Invoices,  and  Bills  of 
Lading,  to  or  from  any  parts  or  places,  not  within  his 
Majefty’s  Dominions  ;  and  the  Covers  of  Letters  to  or 
from  Turkey,  not  exceeding  one  quarter  of  a  Sheet  of  Paper, 
are  allowed  to  pafs  without  payment  of  the  foreign  Poftage, 
but  are  to  pay  th?  full  inland  Port  to  and  from  London. 
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All  double,  treble,  and  other  Letters  and  Packets  what¬ 
ever,  (except  by  the  Penny-poll:)  pay  in  proportion  to  the 
refpective  Rates  of  fingle  Letters  before  fpecified.  Packets 
chargeable  by  W eight  pay  after  the  Rate  of  four  fingle 
Letters  for  every  Ounce  Weight  and  upwards. 

Letters  to  ali  parts  of  Europe  are  difpatched  from  London 
every  Tuefday  and  Friday ,  except  thofe  to  Portugal ,  which 
are  forwarded  by  the  Lijbori  Mails  on  Tuefdays  only. 

Letters  to  all  parts  of  his  Majefty’s  Dominions  in  Ame¬ 
rica  are  difpatched  from  London  the  firft  Widnefday  in  every 
Month. 

A  Daily-Post. 

On  the  ioth  of  Ofiober^  1769,  his  Majefty’s  Poftmafter- 
General  efhfblilhed  a  Daily  Poll:,  Sunday  excepted,  to  and 
from  this  Office  and  the  following  Towns,  and  the  places 
in  their  refpective  Diftridfs  : 

Abingdon,  Alresford,  Annan,  Applebly,  Afhburton, 

■  .  Attleborough. 

Banbury,  Barnard’s-Cafflc,  Barnet,  Barnfey,  Bath, 
Bawtry,  Beccles,  Beaconsfield,  Bewdley,  Bigglefwade, 
Birmingham,  Bicefter,  Booking,  Bradford  in  York- 
fhire,  Braintree,  Bridgwater,  Brighelmftone  (from 
Midfummer  to  Michaelmas )■>  Briftol,  Bromley  (from 
(Midfummer  to  Michaelmas ),  Brough,  Burntwood,  Bur- 
roughbridge,  Bury  St.  Edmond’s,  Burnham  in  Norfolk, 
Burfelem. 

Cambridge,  Campden,  Canterbury,  Carlifie,  Caxton, 
Chatham,  Chelmsford,  Chefterfield,  Chefter,  Chipping- 
Norton,  Chorley  in  Lancafhire,  Cirencefter,  Clare¬ 
mont,  Clay,  Cobham,  Cockermouth,  Colchefter, 
Colfterworth,  Coventry,  Croydon. 

Parking,  Darlington,  Dartford,  Daventry,  Deal,  Derby, 
Dereham,  Donaghadee,  Doncafter,  Dover,  Dumfries, 
Dunftable,  Durham. 

Eaft  -  Grin  Head,  Endfield,  Enftone,  Epfom,  Efiier, 
Exeter, 

Fairford,  Fakenham,  Farnham,  Farringdon,  Ferry¬ 
bridge,  Feveriham,  Foot’s-Cray. 

Garftang,  Gerrard’s-Crofs,  Gloucefter,  Godalmin,  God- 
Rone,  Grantham,  Gravefend,  Guildford. 

Hales  Owen,  Hallifax,  Halfted,  Hampton  in  Gloucefcer- 
{hire,  Harwich,  Hafiemere,  Hatfield,  Hertford,  Here¬ 
ford,  Hitchin,  Holkham,  Holt,  Holyhead,  Howden, 
Hull,  Huntingdon,  Huthersfield,  Ingate- 
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Ingateftone,  Ipfwich,  Ireland  [by  Holyhead  and  Port 
Patrick),  Ifleworth. 

Kelvedon,  Kendal,  Kefvvick,  Kidderminfter,  Kingdom 
Lancafter,  Leatherhead,  Ledbury,  Leeds,  Leiccfler, 
Lewes,  Liverpool,  Loughborough,  Loweftoff,  Lynn. 
Maidflone,  Manchefter,  Manningtree,  Mansfield,  Mar¬ 
gate  [from  Midfummer  to  Michaelmas) ,  Market  Harbo- 
rough,  Marlow,  Middlewich. 

Namptwich,  Newark,  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  Newcaftle 
under  Line,  Newmarket,  Newport-Pagnel,  Northal¬ 
lerton,  Northampton,  Nottingham,  Northwich,  Nor¬ 
wich. 

Oakingham,  Oxford. 

Penrith,  Petersfield,  Plymouth,  Plympton,  Portfmouth, 
Prefcot,  Prefton.  , 

Queenborough. 

Ramfgate  (from  Midfummer  to  Michaelmas) ,  Rawcliffe, 
Reading,  Retford,  Ripley,  Rochdale,  Rochefter,  Ro¬ 
therham,  Royfton,  Rumford,  Rumfey,  Ryegate. 
Sandwich,  Saxmundham,  Sevenoake  ( from  Midfummer  to 
Michaelmas ),  St.  Alban’s,  Sheffield,  Shipfton  upon 
Stower,  Shiffnal,  Shrewfbury,  Sittingbourn,  Southall, 
Southampton,  Stafford,  Stevenage,  Stilton,  Stoke  in 
Norfolk,  Stone,  Stourbridge,  Stamford,  Staines,  Strat¬ 
ford  on  Avon,  Stroud  in  Gloucefterfhire,  Sudbury. 
Tadcaffer,  Taunton,  Tedbury,  Tetfworth,  Thame, 
Thetford,  Thorne,  Tiverton,  Tunbridge  ( from  Mid¬ 
fummer  to  Michaelmas) ,  Tuxford. 

Uckfield,  Uxbridge. 

Wakefield,  Walfall,  Walfingham,  Ware,  Warrington, 
Warwick,  Watford,  Watton  in  Norfolk,  Wells  in 
Somerfet,  Wells  in  Norfolk,  Wellington  in  Somerfet, 
Welwyn,  Wetherby,  Whitehaven,  Wigan,  Wight 
Ifle  of,  Winchefter,  Windham  in  Norfolk,  Windfar, 
Wingham  in  Kent,  Wifbieh,  Witham  in  Effex,  Wol¬ 
verhampton,  Worcefter,  Workfop,  Workington, 
Wooburn,  Woodftock,  Wycombe  High,  Wycombe 
Weft. 

Yarmouth  in  Norfolk,  York. 

A  Mail  is  difpatched  from  London  to  Edinburgh ,  and 
from  Edinburgh  to  London ,  every  day,  Wednefday  and  Sun¬ 
day  excepted  :  Alfo  to  and  from  Morpeth ,  Alnwick ,  Bel- 
ford ,  and  Berwick .  A  Poft  is.  likewife  eftablifhed  fix 

times 
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times  a  Week  between  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen ,  G'afgow, 
Greenock ,  and  other  intermediate  Towns  in  Scotland / 
Letters  are  lent  from  hence  on  Mondays ,  Tuefdays , 


I  fr  n : 


Salt- Of¬ 
fice. 


Ha  rvkers 
and  Ped¬ 
lars  Of¬ 
fice. 


Thurfdays  and  Saturdays ,  for  Arundel ,  Brighthelmj 
Cbiehejler ,  Midhurfl ,  Pet-worth ,  Steyning ,  Shorebam , 
b'-cb ,  Grays,  and  Newport  in  Shropshire ,  and  return  hither 
on  Mondays ,  Wednesdays ,  Thurfdays  and  Saturdays.  Like- 
wife  on  Tuefdays ,  Wednefdays ,  Thurfdays  and  Saturdays ,  to 
the  Devizes ,  Melkfoam,  Trowbridge ,  and  Bradford  in  Wilts, 
and  return  hither  on  Mondays ,  Wednefdays ,  Fridays  and 
Saturdays.* 

Of  the  Salt-Office  Revenue. 

The. Duty  on  was  granted  to  the  Crown  in  the 
9th  William  HI.  and  was  at  firft  under  the  Management 
of  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife  ;  but  this  Revenue  en- 
creafmg  much  beyond  Expectation  by  the  great  Number 
of  Salt-Works  erected  in  divers  Parts  of  the  Nation,  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  feparate  them,  and  to  put  the 
Salt-Duty  under  live  Commiffioners,  at  50c/.  per  Ann . 
each.  And  under  thefe  Commiffioners  are  a  Treafurer , 
who  has  450  /■  per  Ann.  for  himfelf  and  three  Clerks  ;  a 
Comptroller ,  who  has  350/.  a  Year,  with  a  Deputy  and 
two  Clerks j  a  Comptrollers  Secretary,  who  has  200/.  a 
Year,  and  an  Affjlant ;  an  Accomptant- General,  who  has 
200/.  a  Year,  and  his  Clerk  with  40/.  a  Year  ;  a  Correfpon- 
dent,  who  has  100/.  a  Year,  and  his  C/tri  with  60/.  a 
Year;  a  Chief  Accomptant  and  Clerk  of  Securities ,  who  has 
180/.  a  Year;  two  Accomptants,  who  have  70/.  a  Year 
each  ;  a  with  60/.  and  another  with  40/.  a  Year  ; 

a  Collector  of  the  Port  of  London,  who  has  60/.  an  Affjlant 
Searcher  60 1.  and  two  Surveyors ,  who  have  40/.  a  Year 
each;  befides  a  Houfe-keeper  at  loo/.  jVr  Annum ;  and 
feveral  other  Servants. 

O/- the  Hawkers  Pedlars  Office. 

The  Duty  for  Licenfing  Hawkers  and  Pedlars ,  +  and 
Petty  Chapmen  was  firft  given  in  the  9th  and  10th  of 
King  William  111.  to  pay  the  Tranfport  Service  for 
the  Redudbion  of  Ireland ,  which  Sum  amounted  to 

*  See  p.  hi.  Vol.  I.  and  p.  21.  Vol.  III. 

-j-  Such  as  go  up  and  down  the  Country  on  Foot,  or  on 
Horfe-back  with  Packs,  Lfc.  to  fell  Goods  by  Retail. 

33°5769/* 
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330,769/.  10s.  7 d.  and  this  Sum  to  be  yearly  railed 
hereby  was  6000/.  neat  in  the  following  Manner,  viz. 
every  Hawker  travelling  on  Foot  to  pay  4/.  per  Ann.  and 
with  Korfe,  Afs,  or  Mule,  S /.  per  Ann.  half  to  be  paid 
down,  and  Bond  to  be  given  for  the  other  Moiety  to  be 
paid  in  fix  Months  ;  or  2 s.  per  Pound  allowed  for  prompt 
Payment. 

Every  Hawker  is  to  certify,  when  he  takes  out  his  Li- 
cenca,  in  what  Manner  he  will  Trade.  And  the  Penal-  lcence' 
ty  of  Hawking  without  Licence  is  12 1.  one  Half  to  the 
Informer,  the  other  to  the  Poor  of  the  Parilh,  where 
fuch  Difcovery  (hall  be  made.'  If  any  one  fo  trading, 

(hall,  on  demand  made,  refufe  to  drew  his  Licence  to  a 
Juftice  of  the  Peace,  Conftable,  &c.  he  (hall  forfeit  5/. 
to  the  Church -Warden  of  the  Parifh,  where  fuch  De¬ 
mand  is  made,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Poor.  And  Perfons 
forging  a  Licence,  and  travelling  with  fuch,  (hall  for¬ 
feit  5 cl.  one  half  to  the  King,  and  the  other  to  the  Pro- 
fecutor.  Any  Perfon  may  feize  and  detain  fuch  Hawker 
for  the  producing  of  his  Licence,  ’till  he  can  notify  the 
fame  to  a  Conftable,  &c.  And  the  Penalty  to  be  levied 
on  a  Hawker,  &c.  by  a  juftice  of  Peace’s  Warrant,  (hall 
be  by  Diftrefs  of  Goods  ;  the  Overplus  to  be  returned 
after  Charges  deduced.  And  if  any  Perfon  lend  a  Li¬ 
cence  to  hire,  the  Lender  or  the  Trader  (hall  forfeit  40/. 
one  Moiety  to  the  King,  and  the  other  to  the  Informer, 
to  be  recovered  by  Action  of  Debt,  Information,  &c.  and 
the  Lender  (hall  alfo  forfeit  the  Licence.  But  this  Acl  does 
not  extend  to  Sellers  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  licenfed  Al¬ 
manacks,  Fairs  felling  Goods  therein,  Fifth,  Fruit, -Ga¬ 
zettes,  Markets  felling  Goods  therein.  Forms  of  Prayer, 

Paper  licenfed,  Proclamations,  and  Victuals  ;  nor  to  Tra¬ 
ders  in  the  linen  and  woollen  Manufactures,  who  felling 
their  Goods  at  Fairs  and  Markets,  are  not  to  be  deemed 
Plawkers  ;  neither  are  the  Makers  and  Sellers  of  Englijk 
Bone-lace  going  from  Houfe  t6  Houfe,  IA  c.  to  be  deemed 
Hawkers.  Nor  does  it  hinder  fuch  Perfons,  as  are  the 
real  Workers  of  Goods,  within  the  Realm  of  England, 
Dominion  of  Wales  or  berwick  upon  Tweed ;  or  to  their 
Children,  Apprentices,  or  Agents  from  felling  fuch  Goods; 
nor  to  any  Cooper,  Glazier,  Harnefs-Malcer,  Plumber, 
Tinker,  or  others  mending  Kettles,  Tubs,  Houlhold 

Goods, 
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Goods,  c Ac.  going  about  and  carrying  with  them  propef 
Materials  for  mending  the  famd.  * 

This  Duty  was  firfi:  deviled  by  Shop-keepers,  who 
complained  that  they,  who  paid  Rent  and  all  Parilh-dues 
for  their  Idoufes  and  Shops,  were  greatly  injured  in  their 
Trades,  and  diicouraged  in  their  refpeclive  Bufinefs  by 
Hawkers  and  Pedlars  ;  and  this  AH:  had  alfo  in  view,  to 
prevent  Vagrants  and  wandering  Perfons  under  Colour 
of  Hawking.  And  it  increafed  lo  much,  that  it  became 
one  of  the  Funds  for  the  payment  of  the  South-Sea  Debt  in 
the  Reign  of  King-  George  I. 

The  Office  for  Hawkers  an  &  Pedlars  is  kept  in  Holbourn- 
Court ,  Gray  s- Inn,  and  managed  by  three  Commijfioners ,  a 
Comptroller ,  a  Cajhler ,  nine  Riding-Surveyors ,  a  Supernu- 
merary- Riding- Surveyor,  with  a  Salary  of  100/.  per  Ann. 
each  ;  befides  other  Officers  with  fmaller  Salaries. 


Of  the  Duties  on  Hackney-Chairs  and  Coaches. 

T)uty  on  No  Hackney -Chair  or  Coach  can  work  within  the  Bills 

Coached"  Mortality,  without  a  Number  to  be  fixed  upon  the 

and  Chairs.  Door  or  .Side  of  the  fame;  for  which  the  Proprietor  or 
Muft  be  Owner  thereof  is  to  have  a  Licence  from  certain  Corn- 
numbered.  miffioners  appointed  by  AH  of  Parliament,  and  to  pay  a 
certain  Duty,  at  the  Rate  of  five  Shillings  per  Week,  to 
the  Crown,  under  the  Penalty  of  five  Pounds  for  driving 
any  fuch  Vehicle  without  Licence  and  Number  fixed  as 
the  Law  direHs.  From  which  Duty  there  arifeth  a  very 
coniiderable  Revenue,  though  much  inferior  to  the  extra- 
On  private  01  dinary  Amount  of  the  Wheel-carriage  Duty  paid  into 
j.^e  Excife-Office  for  Coaches,  Chariots,  Chaifes,  &c. 
not  included  in  the  Hackney  Coach  AH ;  and  extending 
to  every  Part  of  the  Nation. 

The  Hackney-Coaches  and  Chairs  are  alfo  refirained 
in  their  Demands  upon  Paflengers  by  fixed  Sums  for 
carrying  them  to  certain  Difiances  and  for  Time  employed. 
And  Coachmen  refilling  to  carry  for  their  Fare,  as  pre- 
fcribed  by  Authority,  are  liable  to  Penalties  upon  Com- 
dIh  int  made  to  the  Commiffioners  of  this  Office,  or  to  a 
Magifirate. 

*  But  this  Act  does  not  extend  to  Licence  any  Hawker,  i5c. 
to  fell  any  Wares,  Lie.  in  any  City,  Borough,  Town  corpo¬ 
rate,  or  Market-Town,  otherwife  than  might  have  been  done 
before  the  making  of  this  Aft. 


This 
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This  Office  is  under  the  Diredlion  of  five  Commif-  Commit, 
fioners,  who  have  a  Salary  of  100/.  per  Ann.  each  ;  unde,  ^ancI4’ 
whom  is  a  Receiver,  a  Regijler ,  and  a  Purveyor.  Thefe 
Commiffioners  not  only  take  care  of  the  Duty  arifing  under 
this  Branch  of  the  Revenue,  but  they  are  to  diredt  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Coach  and  Horfes,  to  appoint  the  feveral 
Fares  and  Rates,  and  Places  of  plying,  and  other  By-laws 
refpedling  Chairs  and  Coaches  ;  to  fummon  Perfons  before 
them,  to  inflidt  Penalties,  and  to  commit  to  the  County 
Goal,  in  cafe  of  need.  The  Office  is  kept  in  Great  Shieen- 
Street ,  Lincoln  s- Inn-Fields- 

Of  the  Land-Tax. 

The  Taxes  hitherto  mentioned,  which  are  the  feveral  Land-Tax; 
branches  of  the  public  Revenue,  come  under  the  name  of 
Cufloms ,  or  Duties ,  invariably  fixed  by  Adf  of  Parliament, 
perpetually  or  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  upon  divers 
Goods,  Commodities,  or  Things.  But  there  is  another 
molt  confiderable  branch  called  the  Land-Tax^  which, 
though  it  has  not  been  difcontinued  from  the  firft  time  of 
its  being  impoled  upon  the  Nation,  is  of  a  fludfuating  na¬ 
ture,  and  requires  annually  a  new  Adt  of  Parliament  to 
fettle  and  levy  it  upon  the  People,  and  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
raifed  according  to  the  Exigencies  of  the  State,  at  the 
difcretion  of  the  Parliament,  upon  Land  and  Houfes. 

It  is  very  clear,  from  the  Piadlice  in  ancient  Times,  as 
has  been  already  obferved,  that  our  Kings  would  frequently 
raife  money  by  virtue  of  their  Prerogative;  and  a  Tribute, 
as  it  was  called,  was  raifed  annually  with  the  confent  of 
Parliament,  and  paid  into  the  King’s  Exchequer,  which 
Tribute  was  always  certain,  as  entered  in  the  Exchequer 
B  ok,  and  in  general  it  was  levied  of  every  Town,  and 
not  particularly  of  every  Efiate  or  every  Man,  &c.  There 
were  alfo  other  ways  of  levying  Taxes,  by  Tenths  and 
Fifteenths ,  by  Subfidies  and  Royal  Aids,  and  at  length  by  a 
Pound-rate,  to  prevent  the  great  Impofitions  and  collufive 
Means  pradfifed  in  the  other  methods  of  Taxation.  The 
former  of  thefe  methods  were  all  upon  the  Perfon  and  per- 
fonal  Eftate,  but  the  laft  was  upon  Lands  and  Rents ;  and 
upon  this  was  grafted  the  prefent  Land-Tax,  which,  in 
late  Reigns,  has  been  annually  granted  at  the  Rate  of  one, 
two,  three,  or  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound. 

Vox..  L  C  c  7  This 
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^his  TaX  lS  la‘d  on  b-v  Parliament,  and  levied  by  Com- 
coliefted.  miffioners  in  the  feveral  Counties,  Cities,  Towns,  Lr>. 

according  to  a  certain  Quota,  afleffed  originally  upon  each 
DiftriCl:,  by  A£t  of  Parliament  ;  which  Commiffioners  are 
nominated  yearly  in  the  Land-Tax  Bill,  out  of  the  landed 
Inierejl  in  each  place,  who  appoint  AffefTors,  confirm  Col¬ 
legers,  hear  Appeals,  redrefs  thofe  that  they  find  aggrieved 
by  an  over-rating  of  their  Efiates,  audit  the  Accounts  of 
the  Collectors,  and  fee  that  the  Money  be  collected  with 
diligence,  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Receiver-General 
in  each  County,  &c.  and  the  Receiver-General1  pays  it  into, 
the  Exchequer,  or  otherwife  difpofes  of  it,  as  directed  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  for  the  Service  of  the  Public. 
Mature  and  The  Land-Tax  takes  its  peculiar  Denomination  from 
proportion.  j,ejng  ]aid  upon,  affeffed,  or  charged  to  the  7'enants  or 
Occupiers  of  Houfes  or  Lands,  but  ultimately  to  be  de¬ 
duced  out  of  the  Rent,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  Landlords. 
And  if  any  Tenant  or  Occupier  of  a  Houfe  or  Land, 
refutes  to  pay  what  is  aflefied  upon  him  or  her,  the  Col¬ 
lectors  in  every  Divifron  or  Parifh  may,  and  (hall,  levy 
the  fame  by  Diftrefs  and  Sale  of  his  or  her  Goods;  ex¬ 
cept  over-rated  and  relieved  upon  an  Appeal  to  the  Com- 
jniffioners. 

England, ,  as  a  feparate  Kingdom,  contains  thirty-nine 
Shires  or  Counties,  twenty -five  Cities,  befrdts  twenty  two. 
County-Towns,  and  five  hundred  and  four  Market-towns, 
many  of  which  are  as  large,  populous,  well-built,  and 
brilliant,  as  many  Cities,  and  thirty  one  Ihqufiand ,  fiour 
hundred  and  Jeventy-three  Villages;  of  which  alfo  great 
Numbers  are  very  extenfive,  and  the  R evidence  of  the 
Gay,  the  Wealthy,  and  Industrious,  and  out-do  many 
Market-Towns  in  their  Buildings  and  Trade,  as  well  as 
in  Number  and  Quality  of  their  Inhabitants,  as  fhall  be 
more  particularly  deferibed  in  the  following  Volumes  iq 
an  alphabetical  Order. 


End  of  Vgl.  I. 


